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ON  THE  COVER:  This  striking  Brown  Hawk  Owl,  a North 
American  first,  was  found  by  Jake  Mohimann  on  Saint 
Paul  island,  Alaska  27  August  2007.  It  remained  through 
at  least  5 September.  Photograph  by  Jake  Mohimann. 


Fall  Migration: 


August  through 


Contents  I 

November  2007 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS  • AM 


4 First  North  American  record  of 
Brown  Hawk  Owl  (Ninox  scutulata) 

on  Saint  Paul  Island,  Alaska 
John  C.  Yerger  and  Jake  D.  Mohimann 

10  First  North  American  record  of 
Yellow-hrowed  Bunting  (Emberiza 
chrysophrys)  at  Gambell,  Alaska 
Paul  E.  Lehman 


RICAN  BIRDING  ASSOCIATION 


50  Middle  Atlantic 

Edward  S.  Brinkley,  Matt  Hafner, 
and  Todd  M.  Day 

54  Southern  Atlantic 
Ricky  Davis 

58  Florida 
Bill  Pranty 


14  The  Changing  Seasons: 

The  times,  they  are  a-changin’ 

David  S.  Irons  and  David  Fix 

32  Editors’  Notebook 

178  First  North  American  record  of 
Sedge  Warbler  (Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus)  at  Gambell,  Alaska 
Gary  H.  Rosenberg  and  Paul  E.  Lehman 


61  Ontario 

Margaret  J.  C.  Bain 

66  Eastern  Highlands  & 

Upper  Ohio  River  Valley 
Victor  W.  Fazio,  III  and  Rick  Wiltraut 

72  Illinois  & Indiana 

James  D.  Hengeveld,  Keith  A.  McMullen, 
and  Geoffrey  A.  Williamson 


182  Additional  winter  observations  of 

Rock  Sandpipers  (Calidris  ptilocnemis) 
in  upper  Cook  Inlet,  Alaska 
Daniel  Ruthrauff 

186  Photo  Salon:  Great  Basin  Warblers 
188  Pictorial  Highlights 


76  Western  Great  Lakes 

Peder  H.  Svingen 

80  Iowa  & Missouri 
Bill  Eddleman 

83  Tennessee  & Kentucky 

Chris  Sloan  and  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


I The  Regional  Reports 


34  Atlantic  Canada 
Bruce  Mactavish 

36  Quebec 

Pierre  Bannon,  Olivier  Barden,  Normand  David 
Samuel  Denault,  and  Yves  Aubry 


39  New  England 

Walter  G.  Ellison  and  Nancy  L.  Martin 


45  Hudson-Delaware 

Richard  R.  Veit,  Robert  0.  Paxton, 
and  Frank  Rohrbacher 


87  Alabama  & Mississippi 
Greg  D.  Jackson 

90  Arkansas  & Louisiana 

Steven  W.  Cardiff 

95  Northern  Canada 
Cameron  D.  Eckert 

97  Prairie  Provinces 

Rudolf  F.  Koes  and  Peter  Taylor 

99  Northern  Great  Plains 
Ron  Martin 

101  Southern  Great  Plains 

W.  Ross  Silcock  and  Joseph  A.  Grzybowski 


• VOLUME  62  • NUMBER  1 • 2008 


106 

Mark  W.  Lockwood,  Eric  Carpenter, 
and  Willie  Sekuia 


111  Colorado  & Wyoming 

Lawrence  S.  Semo,  Tony  Leukering, 
and  Bill  Schmoker 

115  Idaho  & 

Western  Montana 
David  Trochlell 

116  New  Mexico 

Sartor  0.  Williams,  III 

120  Arizona 

Mark  M.  Stevenson  and  Gary  H.  Rosenberg 

125  Great  Basin 
RickFridell 

129  Alaska 

ThedeTobish 

136  British  Columbia 
Donald  G.  Cecile 

138  Oregon  & Washington 

Steven  MIodinow,  David  Irons,  and  Bill  Tweit 

144  Northern  California 

Steven  A.  Glover,  Ed  Pandolfino, 

Scott  B.  Terrill,  and  Michael  M.  Rogers 

150  Southern  California 

Guy  McCaskie  and  Kimball  L.  Garrett 

156  Baja  California  Peninsula 

Richard  A.  Erickson,  Roberto  Carmona, 
and  Gorgonio  Ruiz-Campos 

159  Mexico 

Hector  Gomez  de  Silva 

163  Central  America 

H.  Lee  Jones  and  Oliver  Komar 


171  West  Indies  & Bermuda 
Robert  L.  Norton,  Anthony  White, 
and  Andrew  Dobson 

174  Hawaiian  Islands 
Peter  Donaldson 


Wine-throated  Hummingbird. 
Photograph  by  Carlos  Fanes. 
See  page  166. 


American  Binding® 

ASSOCIATION 

CHAIR 

Father  Tom  Pincelli 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
Jane  Alexander 
Dick  Ashford 
Charles  Bell 
David  M.  Bird 
Paul  Bristow 
Donnie  Dann 
John  C.  Kricher 
Bernard  Master 
Harry  Tow 
Simon  Walker 
Bob  Warneke 
Anthony  W.  White 
Erika  Wilson 

PRESIDENTS  CEO 

Richard  H.  Payne 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  ABA 
Carol  Wallace 

FINANCE 

Christine  James 
Debbie  Linster 

BIRDERS' EXCHANGE 
Betty  Petersen 

CONVENTIONS  AND  CONFERENCES 
Tamie  Bulow 
Chip  Clouse 
Brenda  Gibb 

MEMBERSHIP 
Rich  Downing 
LeAnn  Pilger 

CONSERVATION 
Betty  Petersen 

GENERAL  COUNSEL 
Daniel  T.  Williams,  Jr. 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

Richard  H.  Payne  (1999-2006) 
Allan  R.  Keith  (1997-1999) 
Daniel  T.  Williams,  Jr.  (1993-1997) 
Allan  R.  Keith  (1989-1993) 
Lawrence  G.  Balch  (1983-1989) 
Joseph  W.  Taylor  (1979-1983) 
Arnold  Small  (1976-1979) 

G.  Stuart  Keith  (1973-1976) 

G.  Stuart  Keith  (1970  pro  tern) 

PAST  JOURNAL  EDITORS 
John  W.  Aldrich  (1947-1951) 
Chandler  S.  Robbins  (1951-1954) 
Editorial  Board,  including  Robbins, 
Ludlow  Griscom,  Allan  Cruickshank 
(1954-1967) 

Richard  L.  Plunkett  (1967-1970) 
Robert  S.  Arbib,  Jr.  (1970-1983) 
John  Farrand,Jr.  (1984-1985) 
Susan  Roney  Drennan  (1985-1996) 
Kenn  Kaufman  (1997-1998) 
Michael  A.  Patten  (1999-2000) 


North  American  Birds 

is  published  by  Lhe  American  Birding  Associalion. 

The  mission  of  the  journal  is  to  provide  a complete  overview  of  the  changing  panorama  of 
our  continent’s  birdlife,  including  outstanding  records,  range  extensions  and  contractions, 
population  dynamics,  and  changes  in  migration  patterns  or  seasonal  occurrence.  We  wel- 
come submission  of  papers  in  these  areas;  papers  and  other  communication  should  be  sent 
to  North  American  Birds,  124  Peach  Street,  Cape  Charles,  VA  23310.  For  correspondence  on 
photographic  material,  contact  the  Photo  Editor  at  the  email  address  below. 

PUBLISHER  DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLICATIONS  PUBLICATIONS  CHAIR 

American  Birding  Association  Bryan  Patrick  John  C.  Kricher 


EDITOR 

Edward  S.  Brinkley 
(thalassoica@gmail.com) 


ASSOCIATE  EDITORS 
Louis  R.  Bevier 
P.  A.  Buckley 
Stephen  J.  Dinsmore 
Alvaro  Jaramillo 
Paul  E.  Lehman 
Bill  Pranty 
Alan  Wormington 


PHOTO  EDITOR 
Brian  Sullivan 
(heraldpetrel@gmail.com) 


REGIONAL  EDITORS 

Bruce  H.  Anderson,  Yves  Aubry,  Margaret  J.  C.  Bain,  Pierre  Bannon,  Olivier  Barden, 

Adam  M.  Byrne,  Roberto  Carmona,  Steven  W.  Cardiff,  Eric  Carpenter,  Robert  1.  Cecil,  Donald  G.  Cecile, 
C.  Dwight  Cooley,  Brian  Dalzell,  Normand  David,  Ricky  Davis, 

Samuel  Denault,  James  J.  Dinsmore,  Andrew  Dobson,  Peter  Donaldson,  Cameron  D.  Eckert, 

Bill  Eddleman,  David  H.  Elder,  Walter  G.  Ellison,  Richard  A.  Erickson,  Victor  W.  Fazio  111, 

Rick  Fridell,  Kimball  L.  Garrett,  Steven  A,  Glover,  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva,  Joseph  A,  Grzybowski, 
Robert  A.  Hamilton,  James  Hengeveld,  Pam  Hunt,  David  Irons,  Greg  D.  Jackson,  H.  Lee  Jones, 
Rudolf  E Koes,  Oliver  Komar,  Tony  Leukering,  Mark  Lockwood,  Bruce  Mactavish,  Blake  A,  Mann, 
Nancy  L.  Martin,  Ron  E.  Martin,  Blake  Maybank,  Guy  McCaskie,  Steve  McConnell, 

Keith  A.  McMullen,  Steven  G.  Mlodinow,  Robert  L.  Norton,  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr., 

Edward  Pandolfino,  Robert  O.  Paxton,  Simon  Perkins,  Wayne  R.  Petersen,  Randy  Pinkston, 

Bill  Pranty,  Robert  D.  Purrington,  Robert  L.  Pyle,  Michael  M.  Rogers,  Frank  Rohrbacher, 

Gary  H.  Rosenberg,  Gorgonio  Ruiz-Campos,  Willie  Sekula,  Larry  Semo,  W.  Ross  Silcock, 

Chris  Sloan,  Mark  M.  Stevenson,  Peder  Svingen,  Peter  Taylor,  Scott  B.  Terrill,  Thede  Tobish, 

David  Trochlell,  Bill  Tweit,  Richard  R.  Veit,  Ron  Weeks,  Anthony  W.  White, 

Sartor  0.  Williams  111,  Geoffrey  A.  Williamson,  Rick  Wiltraut 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  GRAPHIC  DESIGN 

LeAnn  Pilger  Jim  Harris 


ADVERTISING 
Ken  Barron 


North  American  Birds  (ISSN  1525-3708)  (USPS  872-200)  is  published  quarterly  by  the  American  Birding  Associa- 
tion, Inc.  Periodicals  postage  paid  at  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  and  additional  mailing  offices.  POSTMASTER: 
return  postage  guaranteed;  send  address  changes  and  POD  forms  3579  to  North  American  Birds,  4945  N.  30th  Street, 
Suite  200,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80919-3151;  (800)  850-2473,  Subscription  prices;  $30/year  (US)  and  US$35/year 
(Canada).  Copyright  © 2008  by  the  American  Birding  Association,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved.  Printed  by  Publishers 
Printing,  Shepherdsville,  Kentucky.  The  views  and  opinions  expressed  in  this  magazine  are  those  of  each  con- 
tributing writer  and  do  not  necessarily  represent  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  American  Birding  Association  or  its 
management.  ABA  is  not  responsible  for  the  quality  of  products  or  services  advertised  in  North  American  Birds, 
unless  the  products  or  services  are  being  offered  directly  by  the  Association.  GST  Registration  No.  R135943454. 


Remote.  Wild.  Unbelievable 

•Home  to  1,000,000  Fur  Seals 
•Spectacular  Seabird  Colonies 
•Arctic  Fox  and  Reindeer 
•Brilliant  Showcase  of  Wildflowers 


•Historic  Russian  Church 


AviSys  Version  6 

As  Simple  As  You  Wish  ~ As  Powerful  As  You  Need 

Latest  Clements  Taxonomy!  Subspecies  Support!  Palm  Support! 

New  Release!  Celebrating  15  Years  of  Leadership! 

Now  Windows  Vista-ready!  AviSys  is  a fully-featured  worldwide  database  and  re- 
porting system  for  serious  birders.  It  can  be  enhanced  by  adding  the  Shawneen 
Finnegan  Worldwide  Nation  Checklist  Add-On  (as  provided  in  BirdArea  by  Santa 
Barbara  Software  Products),  providing  the  most  authoritative,  highest  quality,  and 
most  up-to-date  individual  checklists  of  the  254  nations  of  the  world.  Instantly  re- 
duce the  on-screen  list  from  a world  or  N.A.  list  to  the  checklist  of  any  nation,  state, 
county,  wildlife  refuge,  etc.,  whether  provided  by  AviSys  or  created  by  you. 

^ Unlimited  Number  of  Lists:  all  major  geographic  lists  automatically  updated. 
Example:  assigning  a sighting  to  your  yard  also  updates  your  City,  County,  State, 
Nation,  Continent,  worldwide  ABA  Area(s),  worldwide  ABA  Region,  and  Life  lists. 
^ Full  ABA  N.A.  Checklist,  Clements  World  Checklist,  and  Official  Tony  White 
State/Province  Checklists,  all  fully  integrated  with  screen  and  report  facilities. 
^ The  Fastest,  Easiest  and  Most  Flexible  sighting  entry— just  click  on  the  birds. 

^ Unlimited  Reporting  and  Listing  by  date  range,  season,  geography,  species, 
habitat,  behavior,  sex,  nesting  status,  heard-only,  photographed,  key-words,  etc. 
* Speedy,  rock-solid  performance,  for  Windows  95,98,Me,NT,2000,XP,Vista. 

0 Ask  around;  by  far  the  best  reputation  for  function,  usability,  and  reliability. 

Visit  our  comprehensive  web  site  at:  www.avisys.net 

For  more  information  — call  1-505-867-6255  ~ MC/VISA 
120  day  full  money  back  ~ Perceptive  Systems,  PO  Box  369,  Placitas,  NM  87043 
Fast  as  a Falcon  - Powerful  as  an  Eagle  ~ Friendly  as  a Chickadee 


The  ABA’s  online 
birder  resource 
to  travel  companies 
and  destinations 
as  well  as  birding 
products  and 
equipment. 


For  rates  and  information, 
go  to  the  ABA  website  at 
www.aba.org/netconneGtions 


www.aba.org 


Looking  for  a Birding 
Go  offshore 


For  more  information  contact 


Brian  Patteson 
Seabirding 

P.O.  Box  772 
Hatteras  NC  27943 
(252) 986-1363 

http://www.seabirding.com 


AdventureP 

with  Seabirding 

• Pelagic  trips  since  1986 

• Departures  from 
Virginia  Beach,  VA 
Oregon  Inlet,  NC 
Hatteras,  NC 

aboard  the  best  & fastest 
boats  available 

• Friendly  knowledgeable  leaders 
with  extensive  offshore 
experience 

• Chum  for  bringing  the  birds  close 

• Winter  trips  for  Great  Skua 
andalcids 

• Spring  & summer  trips  for 
Gulf  Stream  specialties 
including  rare  Ptemdmmas 
andtropicbirds 

• Late  summer  trips  for  White-faced 
Storm-Petrel 


VOLUME  62  (2007)  • NUMBER  1 


3 


First  North  American  record  of 


{Hhmsaitakita) 


on  Saint  Paui  Isiand,  Aiaska 


JOHN  C.  YERCER  • 1716  EAST  9TH  STREET  • TUCSON,  ARIZONA  8S719  • (EMAIL:  JOHN@ADVENTURE8IRDING.COM) 

JAKE  0.  MOHLMANN  • 1716  EAST  9TH  STREET  • TUCSON,  ARIZONA  85719  • (EMAIL:  JAKE@ADVENTUREBIRDING.COM) 


Abstract 

This  article  documents  the  first  record  of 
Brown  Hawk  Owl  (Ninox  scutulata)  for  North 
America,  a bird  photographed  at  Saint  Paul  Is- 
land in  Alaska’s  Pribilof  Islands  on  27  August 
2007  and  observed  through  3 September. 

Introduction 

Since  observers  of  birds  have  been  visiting 
Alaska’s  Bering  Sea  islands,  these  remote  out- 
posts have  contributed  numerous  exception- 
al avian  records  for  North  America.  Saint 
Paul  Island,  the  largest  of  the  five  Pribilof  Is- 


lands, has  been  known  for  several  decades  as 
one  of  the  premier  places  for  birding  in  the 
Bering  Sea  (Figure  1).  Situated  360  kilome- 
ters west  of  the  Alaskan  mainland,  400  kilo- 
meters north  of  Unalaska  Island  in  the  Aleu- 
tians, and  just  over  880  kilometers  to  the 
nearest  point  on  the  Kamchatka  Peninsula, 
this  island  group  is  truly  isolated.  As  a result. 
Saint  Paul  Island  is  on  the  migratory  path  of 
few  landbirds.  The  island  supports  four 
breeding  shorebirds,  four  species  of  regular- 
ly breeding  passerines,  and  three  species  of 
breeding  waterfowl.  In  addition,  the  Pribilofs 


host  an  impressive  assemblage  of  breeding 
alcids  and  serve  as  the  world’s  most  impor- 
tant colony  site  for  Red-legged  Kittiwake 
(Rissa  breviwstris) . The  Saint  Paul  Island 
cumulative  list  stands  at  just  over  260 
species — an  impressive  number,  given  that 
an  average  day  in  summer  will  only  produce 
about  40  species.  Several  species  of  trans- 
Beringian  migrants  occur  annually  on  the  is- 
land— chiefly  Pacific  Golden-Plover  (P/uvi- 
alisfulva).  Ruddy  Turnstone  (Arenaria  inter- 
pres).  Long-billed  Dowitcher  (Limnodromus 
scolopaceus) , and  Pectoral  Sandpiper 
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Figure  1.  Situated  360  kilometers  west  of  the  Alaskan  mainland,  400  kilometers  north  of 
Unalaska  Island  in  the  Aleutians,  and  just  over  880  kilometers  to  the  nearest  point  on  the 
Kamchatka  Peninsula,  the  Pribilof  Islands  are  truly  isolated.  Saint  Paul  Island  is  the  largest 
of  the  group.  The  main  birding  hotspots  and  bird  colonies  on  Saint  Paul  Island  are  depicted 
on  this  map.  The  Brown  Hawk  Owl  was  found  among  rows  of  stacked  crab  pots  (Figure  4), 
just  east  of  Salt  Lagoon.  Map  courtesy  of  St.  Paul  Tour. 


(Calidris  melanotos) — and  several  dozen  oth- 
er species  of  migrants  occur  annually  in 
spring  or  fall.  Every  year  during  the  spring 
migration  period  (15  May  through  15  June) 
and  the  fall  period  (1  August  through  15  Oc- 
tober), several  Asian  vagrants  are  detected 


on  the  island,  often  in 
association  with  low- 
pressure  systems  trav- 
eling eastward  from 
the  Russian  coast. 

The  habitat  on  Saint 
Paul  Island  is  maritime 
tundra.  The  vegetation 
consists  of  short,  medi- 
um-height, or  waist- 
high  grasses  with  a sig- 
nificant forb  compo- 
nent. The  only  trees 
present  are  four  species 
of  prostrate  willows 
(Salix  species).  Thus, 
this  is  an  inhospitable 
place  for  a woodland 
bird.  The  closest  substi- 
tutes for  trees  are  the 
very  large  crab  pots  (wire  traps)  that  are 
stacked  high  in  long  rows  during  the  off-sea- 
son for  crab  harvesting,  conveniently  the  sea- 
son when  birders  are  present  on  the  island. 

Birding  on  Saint  Paul  can  prove  challeng- 
ing. Daytime  highs  during  the  summer  range 


to  the  upper  40  degrees  Fahrenheit,  rarely 
into  the  low  to  mid-50s.  Wind  is  nearly  con- 
stant, and  fog  or  heavy  driving  mist  prevails 
about  half  of  the  time.  Organized  birding 
tours  have  been  visiting  Saint  Paul  Island  for 
30  years,  mostly  in  spring.  The  Aleut  share- 
holder-owned Tanadgusix  (TDX)  Corpora- 
tion is  the  company  responsible  for  hosting 
eco-tourists  on  the  island,  and  many  of  these 
visitors  are  birders. 

Field  encounter 

At  16:30  on  27  August  2007,  Jake  Mohlmann 
arrived  at  the  northernmost  set  of  crab  pots, 
located  just  east  of  the  “Salt  Lagoon”  (Figure 
1).  His  usual  method  for  birding  this  area  had 
been  to  walk  up  and  down  each  row  of  pots, 
waiting  for  something  to  flush  or  call.  Most  of 
the  time,  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  crab  pots 
are  the  local  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  (Leu- 
costicte  tephrocotis  umbrina).  On  this  particular 
day,  there  were  a few  more  rosy-hnches  present 
than  usual,  so  Mohlmann  sat  for  a while  and 
duplicated  their  calls  and  “pished”  to  stir  their 
interest.  When  no  other  birds  turned  up,  he 
ventured  to  a second  stack  of  crab  pots  closer 


Figures  2-4.  The  large  crab  pots  (traps)  frequented  by  the  Brown  Hawk  Owl  form  a maze  in  which  even  a medium-sized  bird  can  be  quite  inconspicuous.  The  owl  blended  in  well  with  this  envi- 
ronment (Figures  2, 3);  for  scale.  Saint  Paul  bird  guide  Gavin  Bieber  is  depicted  (Figure  4,  right).  Photographs  by  Jake  Mohlmann  (27  August;  Figures  2, 3)  and  Rich  Hoyer  (1  September;  Figure  4). 
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Figure  8.  Among  the  lucky  20  people  to  see  the  Brown  Hawk  Owl  was  a hireling  group  stationed  on  Saint  Lawrence 
Island  that  chartered  a small  plane  from  Gambell  to  Saint  Paul,  in  hopes  of  finding  the  bird,  on  3 September.  They 

were  not  disappointed;  the  bird  was  not  relocated  after  that  observation.  This  image  was  taken  1 September. 
Digiscoped  photograph  by  Rkh  Hoyer. 


Figures  S-7.  In  flight,  the  Brown  Hawk  Owl  appeared  much  like  a young  Aaip- 
iter,  with  heavily  marked  underparts,  relatively  long,  banded  tail,  rather  long 
wings  with  somewhat  rounded  wingtips,  and  quick  wingbeats  interspersed 
with  gliding.  Photographs  byJakeMohImann. 


to  the  gas  station.  As  he  was  squeezing 
through  several  closely  situated  rows  of  pots,  a 
large  bird  flushed  about  1.5  m from  his  head, 
flew  away  down  the  corridor,  and  alighted  on 
a piece  of  trash  at  the  end  of  the  row. 

As  the  bird  took  off,  Mohlmann  noticed 
that  its  flight  and  shape  closely  resembled 
those  of  an  Accipiter:  two  quick  flaps,  then  a 
glide  on  slightly  arched  wings.  When  it 
swooped  up  to  perch,  it  spread  its  wings  and 
tail  wide,  the  shapes  and  patterns  of  which 
also  gave  the  impression  of  a young  Accipiter. 
The  tail  and  wings  were  brown  with  darker 
barring  running  the  length  of  the  wings  and 
the  entire  width  of  the  tail.  At  this  point,  the 


bird  turned,  peering  back  with  large 
yellow  eyes  positioned  closely  to- 
gether on  the  front  of  its  head — an 
owl,  a most  unexpected  thing  on 
Saint  Paul!  The  bird  appeared  very 
wary,  looking  around  as  if  contem- 
plating where  to  fly  next.  Though 
the  bird  resembled  an  owl,  it  lacked 
markings  on  the  facial  disk,  the  head 
and  upperparts  were  solid  chocolate 
brown,  while  the  underparts  were  a 
pale  cream  color  with  chocolaty 
streaks  throughout — not  an  owl  fa- 
miliar to  the  observer. 

Mohlmann  ran  back  to  the  van  to 
get  the  camera,  and  when  he  re- 
turned, he  relocated  the  bird  with  the 
assistance  of  the  rosy-finches,  which 
were  mobbing  and  scolding  the  owl 
not  far  from  the  original  site  of  dis- 
covery (see  cover  photograph,  this  is- 
sue, and  Frontispiece;  both  images  taken  27 
August  2007).  After  obtaining  a few  blurry  but 
identifiable  photographs,  Mohlmann  quickly 
drove  out  to  alert  the  nearest  birding  tour 
group  and  obtained  several  more  photographs 
before  the  bird  flushed  up  and  over  Black  Dia- 
mond Hill  (Figures  2,  3,  5-7). 

After  finding  nothing  resembling  the  bird 
in  the  very  limited  references  available  on 
Saint  Paul,  Mohlmann  had  to  make  a few 
phone  calls  before  putting  a name  to  the  owl: 
the  slender  body,  chocolate-colored  upper- 
parts  and  face,  lack  of  prominent  facial  disk  or 
ear  tufts,  pale  underparts  with  bold  dark 
brown  streaks,  yellow  feet,  and  rather  hawk- 


like behavior  established  the  bird’s  identity  as 
a Brown  Hawk  Owl  (Ninox  scutulata) — the 
first  for  the  island  and  for  North  America. 

The  bird  was  present  for  at  least  eight  days, 
though  it  may  have  shown  up  some  time  pri- 
or to  27  August  and  may  have  stayed  longer 
than  the  last  day  it  was  reported,  3 September. 
The  crab  pots  had  been  thoroughly  searched 
three  days  prior  to  the  owl’s  discovery,  but  the 
owl’s  coloration  helped  it  blend  in  well  with 
the  rusty  crab  pots  (Figures  2,  3),  and  it 
seemed  the  bird  was  only  detected  when  acci- 
dentally flushed.  Because  the  guides  on  Saint 
Paul  Island  did  not  wish  to  flush  the  bird,  an 
action  that  could  have  caused  it  to  leave,  no 
one  searched  for  the  bird  again  until  1 Sep- 
tember, when  guide  Rich  Hoyer  arrived  (Fig- 
ure 8).  The  last  time  it  was  observed  was  on  3 
September,  when  a group  from  Saint 
Lawrence  Island  chartered  a plane  to  see  the 
bird.  They  were  among  some  20  birders  to  see 
this  Asian  vagrant.  It  was  searched  for  again 
on  6 September  and  on  subsequent  days  but 
was  not  found  again. 

Discussion 

The  small  size  of  this  owl,  along  with  its  round- 
ed head,  lack  of  ear  tufts,  and  indistinct  facial 
disk  markings  indicate  either  a pygmy-owl 
(Glaucidium)  or  hawk  owl  (Ninox).  Glaucidium 
is  considered  part  of  a sister  group  to  Ninox 
(Wink  and  Heidrich  1999),  but  the  two  groups 
are  rather  different  in  shape.  The  Saint  Paul 
bird’s  relatively  long  tail  and  long  wings,  and 
relatively  large  size  (similar  to  a Sharp-shinned 
Hawk  [Accipiter  siriatus]),  indicate  a hawk  owl 
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Figure  9.  Distribution  of  Brown  Hawk  Owl.  The  japonica  subspecies  of 
Brown  Hawk  Owl  breeds  as  far  north  as  Ussuriland  and  winters  as  far 
south  as  Indonesia. 


of  genus  Ninox,  only  one  species  of  which  ex- 
hibits the  combination  of  markings  seen  on  the 
Saint  Paul  bird,  Brown  Hawk  Owl.  The  bird’s 
hawk-like  behaviors  are  frequently  mentioned 
in  the  literature  (e.g.,  Konig  et  al.  1999).  Illus- 
trations of  the  species  are  not  always  accurate, 
but  several  good  ones  do  exist  in  standard  field 
guides  (e.g.,  Sonobe  and  Robinson  1983). 

Brown  Hawk  Owl  is  currently  considered  a 
single  species  that  ranges  throughout  eastern 
Asia  from  India  to  eastern  Siberia  and  Japan, 
south  to  Sri  Lanka,  the  Malay  Peninsula,  and 
Indonesia  (Figure  9).  The  species  is  migrato- 
ry in  the  northern  part  of  its  range  and  resi- 


Figure 10.  A hypothetical  flight  path  for  a migratory  Brown 
Hawk  Owl  from  northern  Ussuriland  to  Borneo  is  depicted  by 
the  line;  such  a flight  would  involve  open-water  crossings  of 
about  3800  kilometers,  /mage  courtesyof  National  Aeronau- 
tics and  Space  Administration  (NASA),  Terra  Metrics,  Europa 
Technologies,  DMapas/EI  Mercurio,  and  Tele  Atlas. 


dent  in  the  southern  part.  The  most 
likely  subspecies  to  appear  on  Saint 
Paul  Island  is  the  migratory  japonica, 
which  is  fairly  common  throughout  its 
breeding  range  in  Ussuriland,  south- 
eastern Manchuria,  the  Korean  penin- 
sula, and  Japan.  During  the  boreal  win- 
ter, it  migrates  to  the  Philippines,  Bor- 
neo, and  Sulawesi,  and  probably  also  to 
Sumatra  and  Java  (Konig  et  al.  1999). 
Some  authorities  designate  the  north- 
ern taxon  as  a separate  species,  some- 
times called  Northern  Boobook  (Ninox 
japonica),  based  primarily  on  vocal  ev- 
idence; morphologically,  it  differs  from 
other  Brown  Hawk  Owl  taxa  in  having 
a slightly  shorter  tail  and  more  pointed 
wings  (King  2002).  At  present,  it  is  un- 
clear whether  photographic  documen- 
tation would  be  adequate  to  distin- 
guish northern  from  southern  taxa 
(Ben  King,  pers.  comm.). 

The  nearest  breeding  station  of  the 
species  to  Saint  Paul  Island  is  the  east- 
ernmost tip  of  Ussuriland  (Khabarovsk  Krai), 
Russia,  some  3000  kilometers  distant.  The  only 
extralimital  record  of  the  species  the  authors 
have  been  able  to  locate  comes  from  Ashmore 
Reef,  an  isolated  group  of  tiny  islands  located 
between  Timor  and  Australia  (Schodde  and  van 
Tets  1981),  a dead  bird  picked  up  on  6 January 
1973,  800  kilometers  from  the  nearest  known 
wintering  grounds,  apparently  an  “overshoot- 
ing” migrant.  The  Saint  Paul  bird  Hew  in  a 
completely  different  direction  than  the  rest  of 
its  kin,  perhaps  a “reverse”  migrant  (Mead 
1983).  Of  course,  as  with  any  transoceanic  va- 
grant, there  is  a possibility  that  the  bird  rested 


Figure  1 1 . The  white  line  in  this  graphic  depicts  a hypotheti- 
cal flight  path  for  the  Brown  Hawk  Owl  from  eastern  Japan 
to  Saint  Paul  Island.  Such  a path  likely  represents  the  maxi- 
mal over-water  crossing  of  a misoriented  migrant,  a distance 
of  some  4300  kilometers  over  water.  Image  courtesy  of  Na- 
tional Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration  (NASA),  Terra  Met- 
rics, Europa  Technologies,  DMapas/EI  Mercurio,  and  Tele  Atlas. 


on  a ship  in  its  journey  into  the  Bering  Sea,  but 
there  are  two  records  of  Oriental  Scops-Owl 
(Otus  sunia)  from  the  Aleutian  Islands  (5  June 
1977;  20  June  1979),  an  indication  that  other 
small  owls  are  capable  of  making  the  long  over- 
seas flight. 

The  northern  subspecies  of  Brown  Hawk 
Owl  breeds  as  far  north  as  Ussuriland  and 
winters  as  far  south  as  Indonesia.  If  one  were 
to  draw  a straight  line  from  a northerly  point 
in  Ussuriland  to  a southerly  point  on  Borneo, 
the  distance  exceeds  6500  kilometers,  and  the 
straight  line  crosses  (on  its  longest  over-water 
stretch)  the  East  China  Sea  and  then  the 
South  China  Sea,  a total  of  3800  kilometers 
(Figure  10).  The  greatest  distance  the  Saint 
Paul  individual  could  have  possibly  flown 
over  water,  even  if  it  departed  from  the  east- 
ernmost point  in  Japan,  is  4300  kilometers 
(Figure  11);  thus  the  Saint  Paul  owl’s  over- 
water flight  is  roughly  consistent  with  water 
crossings  during  typical  migration.  A line 
drawn  between  eastern  Japan  and  southern 
Borneo,  if  extended  for  the  same  distance  180 
degrees  from  Japan,  reaches  Saint  Paul  Island, 
Alaska  (Figure  12);  and  so,  as  is  apparently 
the  case  with  many  migratory  Asian  species 
that  move  southwestward  in  the  autumn,  the 
Bering  Sea  islands  lie  squarely  with  what  has 
been  called  the  “vagrancy  shadow”  of  re- 
versed migrants  (Lehman  2003,  Brinkley  and 
Lehman  2003). 

Other  Asian  vagrants  on 
Saint  Paul  Island  in  autumn  2007 

The  Brown  Hawk  Owl  on  Saint  Paul  ushered 
in  a wave  of  fall  vagrants  to  the  island,  no 
doubt  owing  to  a regular  series  of  low-pres- 


Figure  1 2.  A line  drawn  between  eastern  Japan  and  south- 
ern Borneo,  if  extended  for  the  same  distance  180  degrees 
away  from  Japan  toward  Alaska,  reaches  Saint  Paul  Island. 
Although  all  models  of  "reverse  migration"are  speculative  at 
this  point,  they  offer  a plausible  explanation  for  how  some 
species  of  long-distance  Asian  migrants  might  turn  up  in  the 
Bering  Sea.  Image  courtesy  of  National  Aeronautics  and 
Space  Administration  (NASA),  Terra  Metrics,  Europa  Technolo- 
gies, DMapas/EI  Mercurio,  and  Tele  Atlas. 
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sure  events  that  tracked  just  to  the  northwest 
of  the  Pribilofs,  creating  a prevailing  westerly 
or  southwesterly  flow  with  substantial  precip- 
itation. Typically,  the  prevailing  winds  on 
Saint  Paul  in  September  are  from  the  north- 
east. The  most  interesting  of  the  fall  2007 
records  included  Gray  Heron  (Ardea  cinerea), 
Marsh  Sandpiper  (Tringa  stagnatilis) , Gray- 
streaked  Flycatcher  (Muscicapa  griseisticta) , 
Siberian  Rubythroat  (Luscinia  calliope),  Red- 
flanked  Bluetail  (Tarsiger  cyanums),  Siberian 
Accentor  (Prunella  montanella),  Olive-backed 
Pipit  (Anthus  hodgsoni),  Pechora  Pipit  (A.  gus- 
tavi),  Eyebrowed  Thrush  (Turdus  obscurus). 
Yellow-browed  Warbler  (Phylloscopus  inoma- 
tus),  Rustic  Bunting  (Emberiza  rustica),  Little 
Bunting  (E.  pusilla),  and  Eurasian  Bullfinch 
(Pyrrhula  pyrrhula).  These  birds  were  found  in 
Saint  Paul  Island’s  third  Pall  Survey.  The  first 
Pall  Survey  was  conducted  by  Derek  Lovitch 
in  2003  and  followed  by  surveys  2004  and 
2007.  Such  surveys,  if  conducted  over  long 
periods,  may  afford  an  opportunity  to  study 
patterns  of  vagrancy  in  numerous  species,  and 
it  is  our  hope  that  these  surveys  continue  to  be 
conducted  in  subsequent  autumn  seasons. 
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Figure  1 . Map  showing  the  Bering  Sea  region,  western  Alaska,  and  Siberia  and  the  Russian  Far  East.  Gambell  is  located  at  the  northwestern  tip  of  Saint  Lawrence  Island.  Yellow-browed  Bunting  is  not 
known  to  breed  any  closer  to  Alaska  than  near  Yakutsk  and  the  Stanovoy  Range.  Map  by  Virginia  Maynard. 


Abstract 

The  first  record  of  Yellow-browed  Bunting 
(Ernberiza  chrysophrys)  for  North  America 
was  established  by  a bird  photographed  at 
Gambell,  Saint  Lawrence  Island,  Alaska  on  15 
September  2007.  The  details  supporting  this 
record  are  presented  here. 

introduction 

Fall  coverage  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  and  the 
Bering  Sea  islands  of  Alaska  was  sporadic  and 
spotty,  at  best,  between  the  1970s  and  mid- 
1990s.  Since  then,  however,  field  ornitholog- 
ical studies  and  birding  trips  in  autumn  have 
increased,  with  census  work  now  carried  out 
annually  at  Shemya  Island  in  the  western 
Aleutians  between  late  August  and  mid-Oc- 


tober, occasional  birding  tours  to  Adak  Island 
in  the  central  Aleutians  during  late  August 
and  September,  and  three  detailed  fall  cen- 
suses of  Saint  Paul  Island  in  the  Pribilofs  be- 
tween late  August  and  early  or  mid-October 
(in  2003,  2004,  and  2007).  1 began  leading 
fall  (late  August-early  September)  birding 
tours  to  Gambell,  Saint  Lawrence  Island,  in 
the  northern  Bering  Sea  (Figure  I)  in  1992, 
annually  since  1997.  And  since  1999,  I have 
remained  each  year  at  Gambell  for  some  TO- 
TS days,  between  mid-  or  late  August  and 
early  October,  now  totaling  some  379  days  as 
of  the  end  of  2007.  This  increase  in  coverage, 
combined  with  the  excellent  autumn  poten- 
tial for  vagrants  from  the  large  pool  of  long- 
distance-migrant species  breeding  in  Russia 


and  wintering  in  Southeast  Asia,  the  Middle 
East,  and  sub-Saharan  Africa,  has  led  to  the 
recent  discovery  of  a substantial  number  of 
Asian  birds,  many  of  which  had  fewer  than 
ten  previous  North  American  records.  Some 
of  these  species  are  largely  unknown  from  the 
spring  season,  and  several  with  only  a hand- 
ful of  records  before  the  mid-1990s  are  now 
being  found  almost  annually:  Dusky  Warbler 
(Phylloscopus  fuscatus),  Siberian  Accentor 
(Prunella  montanella),  Pechora  Pipit  (Anthus 
gustavi),  and  Little  Bunting  (Ernberiza  piisil- 
la).  It  also  appears  that  the  fall  season  in  the 
Bering  Sea  region  is  a rich  time  for  North 
American  mainland  strays.  Species  that  until 
very  recently  were  largely  unknown  in  this 
area — even  in  Alaska  overall — are  being 
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Figure  2.  Map  of  the  Gambell  village  area,  showing  three  of  the  principal  sites  for  migrant  passerines:  the  "Near, ""Far, "and  "Circular" 
Boneyards  (middens).  (The  Yellow-browed  Bunting  in  September  2007  frequented  the  Far  Boneyard.)  Sevuokuk  Mountain,  lying  im- 
mediately to  the  east,  may  act  to  impede  the  dispersal  of  some  landbird  transients.  This  barrier,  combined  with  the  otherwise  sparse 
vegetation  and  extensive  gravel  that  characterize  the  village  area,  helps  to  further  concentrate  migrants  and  vagrants  in  the  bone- 
yards.  Map  by  Cindy  Lippincott  and  Virginia  Maynard. 


found  in  surprising  numbers.  A paper  detail- 
ing the  autumn  birdlife  at  Gambell  and  Saint 
Lawrence  Island  through  2004  was  recently 
published  (Lehman  2005). 

Gambell  is  a village  of  some  660  Yupik  peo- 
ple located  at  the  northwestern  tip  of  Saint 
Lawrence  Island,  and  lying  315  kilometers 
(195  miles)  west-southwest  of  Nome  and 
only  some  74  kilometers  (46  miles)  from  the 
closest  point  on  Russia’s  Chukotskiy  Peninsu- 
la (Figure  1).  Middens  (burial  sites  for  dis- 
carded marine  mammal  and  bird  carcasses), 
known  collectively  as  “the  boneyards,”  as 
well  as  other  areas  of  disturbed  ground  are 
characterized  in  late  summer  and  early  fall  by 
relatively  lush  vegetation  dominated  by 
Northern  or  Tall  Wormwood  (Artemisia  tile- 
sii)  and  Arctic  Sage  or  Wormwood  (A.  arcti- 
ca),  which  grows  to  a maximum  height  of  a 
half  meter  or  more.  The  rich  soil  and  vegeta- 
tive growth,  combined  with  the  vertical  relief 
and  protection  from  the  wind  provided  by  the 
digging  pits,  are  a magnet  for  passerines  in 
autumn.  For  a more  complete  discussion  of 
the  birding  sites  and  recent  autumn  birding 
highlights  at  Gambell,  see  Lehman  (2005). 

Field  encounter 

The  autumn  of  2007  was  productive  at  both 
Gambell  and  Saint  Paul  for  vagrant  Asian 
passerines.  Two  first  North  American  records 
were  discovered  at  Gambell:  a Yellow-browed 
Bunting  (Emberiza  chrysophrys)  on  15  Septem- 
ber 2007  and  a Sedge  Warbler  (Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus)  on  30  September  2007. 


The  discovery  of  the  Yellow-browed 
Bunting  unfolded  during  the  late  morning  on 
15  September.  Winds  were  light  and  out  of 
the  west.  Skies  were  partly  cloudy,  but  a line 
of  thick  clouds  hung  over  the  village  area,  re- 
sulting in  periodic  waves  of  light  to  moderate 
showers  from  mid-morning  through  mid-day. 
There  were  just  three  birders  present  on  the 
island  that  day:  Paul  Mayer  from  the  Chicago 
area,  David  Sonneborn  from  Anchorage,  and 
myself  The  three  of  us  were  sweeping  the  Far 
Boneyard  (Figure  2)  when  I flushed  an  Old 
World  bunting  (genus  Emberiza),  perhaps 
the  size  of  a Dark-eyed  Junco  (Junco  hye- 
malis),  with  white  outer  tail  feathers.  The 
bird  was  associated  with  a flock  of  Alaska 
mainland  species  composed  of  several  Or- 
ange-crowned Warblers  (Vermivora  celata) 
and  a mix  of  Fox  Sparrows  (Passerella  iliaca) 
and  Golden-crowned  Sparrows  (Zonotrichia 
atricapilla) . 1 immediately  noticed  that,  in 
flight,  the  bird  appeared  slightly  larger  than  a 
typical  Little  Bunting  and  that  it  showed  a 
distinct  rufous-brown  rump  region.  1 an- 
nounced that  this  was  a “good”  bunting  and 
might  well  be  Gambell’s  first,  overdue-for-fall 
Rustic  Bunting  (E.  rustica).  1 flushed  the  bird 
a second  time  and  had  the  same  general 
views.  Finally,  after  the  third  flush,  1 began  to 
have  second  thoughts  about  my  identifica- 
tion. When  the  bird  finally  landed  on  the 
ground  long  enough  to  be  seen  standing  for  a 
few  seconds,  but  showing  me  its  entire  head, 
I stated  that  it  was  not  a Rustic  Bunting  but 
instead  was  North  America’s  first-ever  Yel- 


low-browed Bunting!  1 also  stated  that  all 
three  of  us  needed  to  obtain  videotape 
footage  and  photographs  so  as  to  document 
this  hrst  record.  (Mayer  and  Sonneborn  each 
had  digital  cameras,  I had  a video  camera.)  It 
took  quite  some  time — because  of  the  thick 
vegetative  cover,  the  bird’s  furtive  behavior, 
and  the  periodic  waves  of  moderate  showers 
which  forced  us  to  suspend  our  chase  peri- 
odically— until  we  finally  all  got  good  views 
and  good  photographs  and  video  footage 
(Figures  3-5).  Both  Mayer  and  Sonneborn 
obtained  good  photographs  of  the  bird,  and  I 
obtained  good  video  footage.  The  bird  re- 
mained all  day  in  the  Far  Boneyard,  and  in 
the  later  afternoon,  I returned  with  local  res- 
ident Hansen  Irrigoo,  and  we  watched  it 
again.  The  bird  was  not  relocated  after  this 
observation. 

Description 

The  Gambell  Emberiza  was  a mid-sized  Old 
World  Bunting,  with  obvious  white  outer  tail 
feathers  visible  in  flight.  In  general  appear- 
ance, it  recalled  a cross  between  a White- 
throated  Sparrow  (Zonotrichia  albicollis)  and 
a Savannah  Sparrow  (Passerculus  sandwichen- 
sis),  but  with  richly  colored  upperparts  and 
the  white  outer  tail  feathers.  Overall,  it  was  a 
very  attractive  bird,  the  head  pattern  in  par- 
ticular quite  striking.  The  crown  was  entirely 
black  except  for  a thin  but  distinct  white  me- 
dian crown  stripe  that  extended  back  to  the 
center  crown  and  thickened  slightly  as  it  did. 
This  contrasted  sharply  with  a bold  supercih- 
um,  which  was  medium-to-bright  yellow 
from  the  lores  to  above  the  eye,  and  then 
whitish  behind  the  eye.  This  in  turn  contrast- 
ed sharply  with  a very  dark  cheek  that  looked 
dark  brownish  in  the  center  and  bordered 
above  and  in  the  rear  with  black  and  that  had 
a small  but  distinct  whitish  spot  near  the  low- 
er rear,  below  the  auriculars.  Given  the  sharp- 
ness and  boldness  of  the  head  markings,  with 
much  black,  1 believed  at  the  time  that  the 
bird  was  a male.  The  back  had  bold  vertical 
dark  streaks,  and  the  sides  of  the  back  were 
dull  brown,  but  the  middle  of  the  back  was  a 
much  warmer,  rusty  brown,  and  that  color  ex- 
tended down  the  middle  to  become  an  even 
brighter,  distinct  rusty-chestnut  color  on  the 
uppertail  coverts  and  rump.  Brownish  wings 
showed  thin  whitish  wingbars.  The  under- 
parts were  off-whitish  and  had  a slight  buff 
wash  to  the  sides  and  sharp  but  thin  dark 
streaks  on  the  breast  and  along  the  sides  to 
the  flanks.  The  legs  were  dull  fleshy,  and  the 
bill  had  extensive  pale  (pinkish)  on  the 
mandible.  On  one  occasion  I heard  it  give  a 
hard  (but  soft-volume)  tik  call,  similar  to  the 
call  of  Little  Bunting. 
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Figures  3-S.  These  photographs  of  the  Gambell  Yeilow-browed 
Bunting  were  taken  on  IS  September  2007.  In  combination, 
they  show  almost  all  the  important  field  marks  of  this  very  dis- 
tinctive species,  including  the  bold  head  pattern  with  bright 
yellow  anterior  supercilium,  black-bordered  brownish  ear- 
coverts  with  pale  spot  at  rear,  mantle  with  thick  dark  streaks 
and  rusty-brown  center  stripe,  rusty-chestnut  rump  and  upper- 
tail  coverts,  white  outer  tail  feathers,  fine  but  distinct  dark 
streaking  on  whitish  underparts,  and  dark-and-pinkish  bill  with 
straight  culmen.  Photographs  by  Paul  Mayer  (Figures  3, 4)  and 
Dmid  Sonneborn  (Figure  S). 

Discussion 

Yellow-browed  Bunting  is  a very  distinctive, 
monotypic  species.  The  only  vaguely  similar 
species  are  a male  Tristram’s  Bunting  (E.  tris- 
trami),  which  shares  some  of  the  facial  charac- 
ters and  rusty  rump  but  which  lacks  the  yellow 
in  the  supercilium  and  has  a different  under- 
part coloration,  and  a female  or  immature 
Black-faced  Bunting  (E.  spodocephala) , which 
also  lacks  the  yellow  in  the  supercilium,  has  a 
duller  head  pattern  overall,  and  lacks  the  ru- 
fous or  chestnut  tones  to  the  central  back  and 
rump  (Alstrom  et  al,  1992,  Byers  et  al.  1995). 
The  bold,  contrasting,  head  pattern  and  bright 
yellow  in  the  supercilium  of  the  Gambell  bird 
suggests  that  it  was  probably  a male  (Alstrom  et 
al.  1992,  Byers  et  al.  1995);  the  bird’s  thick 
black  lateral  crown  stripes  that  seemingly  lacks 
an  obvious  admixture  of  brown  and  the  appar- 
ently pure  white  central  crown  stripe  that  lacks 
any  obvious  dark  streaking  are  two  characters 
suggestive  of  an  adult  male  (Svensson  1992). 
Yet  all  these  sources  also  state  that  it  is  not  safe 
to  age  and  even  sex  most  autumn  birds.  Adults 
are  thought  to  molt  from  breeding  in  to  non- 
breeding plumage  after  the  autumn  migration 
is  completed  (Svensson  1992).  Although  a fe- 
male— including  a nonbreeding  adult — would 
tend  to  show  a brown  tinge  to  the  crown  and  a 
duller,  paler,  less  vivid  yellow  fore -supercilium 


(Alstrom  et  al.  1992,  Svensson  1992,  Cramp 
and  Perrins  1994,  Byers  et  al.  1995),  the 
plumages  of  males  (especially  first-year  males) 
and  females  “converge”  (Cramp  and  Perrins 
1994)  and  thus  sexing  of  many  autumn  birds — 
other  than  extremes — in  the  field  is  very  diffi- 
cult and  usually  not  possible  with  certainty 
(Svensson  1992,  Byers  et  al.  1995). 

Yellow-browed  Bunting  is  a generally  un- 
common species,  with  fairly  restricted  breed- 
ing and  wintering  ranges  (Figure  6).  It  nests 
in  the  central  and  southeastern  Siberian 
taiga,  m.ostly  from  Lake  Baikal  northward 
and  eastward,  from  the  upper  Nizhnyaya 
Tunguska  River,  Bratsk,  and  Irkutsk  in  the 
west  to  the  Vilyuy  River,  Yakutsk,  Barguzin 
Mountains,  and  Stanovoy  Range  in  the  east 
(Vaurie  1959,  Cramp  and  Perrins  1994,  Byers 


et  al.  1995).  It  is  uncertain  whether  June 
record(s)  near  Magadan,  well  to  the  east  of 
the  published  breeding  range,  represent  the 
actual  extreme  limit  of  the  breeding  range  or 
merely  involve  vagrant(s)  (Byers  et  al.  1995). 
The  preferred  breeding  habitat  is  lowland 
mixed  forest  with  an  extensive  growth  of 
pines  (Pinus)  and  larches  (Larix),  particular- 
ly along  rivers  and  streams  and  at  the  edges 
of  regenerating  clearings,  although  it  may 
also  nest  well  inside  forests  (Cramp  and  Per- 
rins 1994,  Byers  et  al.l995).  The  species  win- 
ters in  scrubby  and  weedy  areas,  often  near 
edges  of  forest,  in  central  and  southeastern 
China  from  Jiangsu  south  to  Guangdong  and 
west  along  the  Yangtze  to  eastern  Sichuan 
(Vaurie  1959,  Byers  et  al.  1995).  The  fall  mi- 
gration begins  in  August  or  September,  with 
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Fifure  6.  Breeding  and  winter  distributien  of  Yellow-browed  Bynting.  The  closest  point  in  the  summer  range  extends  eastward  to 
approximately  Yakutsk  and  the  Stanowy  Range,  some  2990  and  3300  kilometers  west-southwest  of  Gambell,  respectively. 

Map  by  Virginia  Maynerd. 


the  main  out-migration  from  the  breeding 
grounds  occurring  during  the  first  half  of 
September  (Dement’ev  and  Gladkov  1954) 
and  the  main  passage  through  northeastern 
China  and  Korea  noted  from  September  to 
November  (Byers  et  al.  1995).  Yellow-browed 
Bunting  occurs  during  migration  annually  in 
small  numbers  on  islands  off  western  Japan 
(Cramp  and  Perrins  1994,  Byers  et  al.  1995). 
It  is  a strictly  casual  vagrant,  mostly  in  au- 
tumn, to  the  Western  Palearctic,  with  a Janu- 
ary record  for  Ukraine,  an  October  record  for 
the  Netherlands,  and  just  five  records  for 
Britain,  four  between  late  September  and  late 
October  and  one  in  May  (Alstrom  et  al.  1992, 
Cramp  and  Perrins  1994,  Byers  et  al.  1995,  S. 
Gantlett  in  litt.). 

Given  the  species’  local  breeding  and  vsdn- 
ter  ranges,  as  well  as  a minimum  distance  of 
approximately  2900-3300  kilometers  from 
the  closest,  eastern  edge  of  its  known  breed- 
ing range  to  Gambell,  Yellow-browed  Bunting 
was  thought  to  be  a possible — although  not 
likely — vagrant  to  Alaska  by  a number  of  field 
birders. 

All  documentation  involving  the  Gambell 
bird,  including  photographs  and  videotape, 
has  been  deposited  with  the  Alaska  Checklist 
Committee  and  the  University  of  Alaska  Mu- 
seum. Following  its  receipt,  that  committee  in 
2008  voted  to  add  Yellow-browed  Bunting  to 
the  Alaska  List  (T.  Tobish,  pers.  comm.). 
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The  times  change  indeed,  a pas  de  deux  of  splits  and  lumps.  This  American  Flamingo  (left)  near  Cameron,  Louisiana  30  September  2007  is  a wild  bird  from  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  population  (wrified  by  its 
band  code,  HDMT);  since  late  200S,  it  has  been  frequenting  the  central  Texas  coast.  This  is  the  first  acceptable  record  of  American  Flamingo  for  Louisiana.  The  paler  bird  (right)  is  a Greater  Flamingo, 
Phoenkopterus  mseus,  the  Old  World  species  formerly  lumped  with  American  but  resplit  by  the  American  Ornithologists'  Union  in  2008.  This  bird  is  a known  escapee  from  the  Sedgwick  County  Zoo  in 
Wichita,  Kansas.  Photograph  by  Cyndi Sellers. 


“Come  writers  and  critics 
Who  prophesize  with  your  pen 
And  keep  your  eyes  wide 
The  chance  won’t  come  again. . . ” 

Upon  being  bestowed  the  honor  of 
penning  this  column,  one  is  motivat- 
ed to  provide  thought-provoking 
commentary  on  one  or  more  front-burner 
birding  topics.  Be  forewarned:  this  column 
may  not  serve  up  satisfaction,  as  we  expect  to 
ask  more  questions  than  we  answer.  Recent 
articles  and  online  discussions  suggest  that 


we  are  in  the  midst  of  a generational  turf  war 
over  the  soul  of  birding,  and  in  the  case  of 
North  American  Birds,  in  a struggle  to  preserve 
the  integrity  of  the  magazine’s  seasonal  re- 
gional reports.  The  Internet  has  had  major 
and  probably  irreversible  impacts  on  the  way 
we  report  bird  sightings.  Predictably,  there 
has  been  significant  argument  about  the  In- 
ternet’s value  for  disseminating,  collecting, 
and  archiving  information. 

In  the  interest  of  full  disclosure:  we  count 
ourselves  among  those  who  cut  their  birding 
teeth  prior  to  1980.  Our  contemporaries,  and 


the  elder  statesmen  who  served  as  our  men- 
tors, recall  days  of  field  guides  that  didn’t  il- 
lustrate juvenal  plumages  of  shorebirds,  leav- 
ing us  to  our  ovra  devices  when  sorting  out 
the  majority  of  waders  we  saw  each  fall.  Oth- 
er than  rarities  discovered  by  those  in  our  im- 
mediate birding  community,  news  of  rare 
birds  circulated  with  glacial  urgency.  We  de- 
pended on  North  American  Birds  (formerly 
American  Birds  and  prior  to  that  Audubon 
Field  Notes)  for  news  about  rare  birds  outside 
our  home  area.  We  also  looked  forward  to  di- 
gesting the  journal’s  useful  commentary  on 


14 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


THE  CHANGING  SEASONS:  THE  TIMES,  THEY  ARE  A-CHANGIN'  j 


bird  movements  elsewhere  across  North 
America.  Planning  a trip  to  another  part  of 
the  continent  necessitated  the  purchase  of  a 
site  guide  for  the  state  or  province  to  be  visit- 
ed— if  one  existed — and  then  poring  through 
it  for  days  to  create  an  itinerary.  Birding  tours 
as  we  now  know  them  did  not  exist. 

Obtaining  expert  confirmation  for  species 
either  untreated  or  poorly  illustrated  in  do- 
mestic field  guides  could  take  well  over  a 
year.  Prints  or  slides  of  rare  birds — the  blurry, 
distant  shots  we  might  associate  with  Bigfoot 
and  UFO  “documentations” — would  be  sent 
to  far-off  authorities  via  the  mail  service  (snail 
mail,  that  is).  If  one  was  fortunate,  evidence 
would  not  be  lost  or  damaged  in  transit,  and 
the  response  might  take  only  a few  months. 
Taking  quality  bird  pictures  was  considerably 
more  complicated  than  simply  being  able  to 
aim  the  camera.  Pocket-sized  digital  cameras, 
which  allow  our  binoculars  or  spotting  scope 
to  morph  instantly  into  a telephoto  lens,  were 
still  at  least  two  decades  away.  Largely  the  ex- 
ception nowadays,  unidentifiable  bird  photo- 
graphs were  once  legion.  Consequently,  writ- 
ten descriptions  were  critical  in  the  documen- 
tation of  rare  sightings.  It  was  incumbent 
upon  reporting  observers  to  describe  with 
clarity  and  accuracy  all  of  the  aspects  of  birds 
not  captured  on  film. 

Not  so  long  ago,  the  discovery  of  a rare  bird 
meant  a phone  call  to  the  local  field  notes  ed- 
itor or  other  “bird  person,”  and  perhaps  a few 
additional  calls  to  nearby  experts  who  might 
come  out  and  corroborate  one’s  report.  To 
leam  about  rare  birds  in  timely  fashion,  one 
had  to  be  in  the  inner  circle  of  those  “in  the 
know.”  Up-and-coming  birders,  by  necessity, 
had  to  forge  relationships  with  the  local  ex- 
perts. This  created  mentoring  networks — lin- 
eages that  are  still  readily  apparent  in  many 
regions.  The  mentors  were  rarely  pure  listers. 
Most  were  well-educated,  well-rounded  natu- 
ralists who  held  strong  belief  in  the  process  of 
peer  review.  Review  of  sightings  by  one’s  peers 
was  a constant.  One  was  expected  to  have  a 
strong  foundation  in  the  basics  of  bird  identi- 
fication before  daring  to  report  a rare  bird. 
These  basics  included  gaining  a familiarity 
with  all  plumages  of  common  birds,  taking 
notes  in  the  field,  and  most  importantly  learn- 
ing how  to  document  unusual  sightings  prop- 
erly. If  one  reported  a rare  find,  one  might  be 
called  upon  to  defend  the  identification. 

The  authors  shared  an  experience  in  docu- 
menting a rarity  on  28  July  1977.  Fix,  who  at 
20  was  the  senior  and  more  experienced  bird- 
er of  our  duo,  insisted  that  Irons  break  out  a 
notebook  and  write  down  every  detail  about  a 


shorebird  that  we  had  encountered  at  Yaquina 
Bay,  Oregon.  Irons  took  careful  notes  on  every 
aspect  of  the  bird’s  shape,  comparative  size, 
and  plumage,  all  the  while  having  no  clue  to 
its  identity.  After  viewing  the  bird  and  taking 
notes  for  roughly  30  minutes,  we  returned  to 
the  car  and  thumbed  through  a battered  Pe- 
terson field  guide.  Using  his  notes.  Irons  de- 
duced, correctly,  that  we  had  seen  an  alter- 
nate-plumaged  Stilt  Sandpiper,  just  the  third 
for  Oregon  at  the  time.  No  doubt  Fix  had 
been  influenced  earlier  by  a similar  en- 
counter, prodding  him  to  evolve  into  a careful 
observer. 

Historically,  those  at  the  top  of  mentoring 
lineages  were  Regional  Editors  or  at  least  Sub- 
Regional  Editors  for  American  Birds.  If  one  ex- 
pected sightings  of  unusual  or  rare  birds  to  be 
accepted  as  credible  and  ultimately  worthy  of 
publication,  one  needed  an  identifiable  photo- 
graph or  convincingly  written  description, 
one  that  included  notes  on  how  similar  or 
more  expected  species  were  eliminated. 
Preferably,  one  was  able  to  supply  both.  Cam- 
eras and  long  lenses  were  expensive,  difficult 
to  master,  and  clumsy  in  the  field,  so  written 
descriptions  were  the  primary  method  for 
documenting  rare  birds.  Typically,  rare  bird  re- 
ports came  from  a small  community  of  serious 
birders  who  all  knew  one  another.  Because 
there  were  comparatively  few  of  us,  our  col- 
lective efforts  did  not  produce  the  deluge  of 
rare  finds  detected  by  today’s  army  of  ob- 
servers. When  new  birders  appeared  on  the 
scene,  which  was  not  often,  there  was  an  un- 
spoken probationary  period  during  which  that 
person  would  have  to  prove  worthy  of  invita- 
tion into  the  inner  circle.  The  process  wasn’t 
always  pretty,  but  for  the  purposes  of  reducing 
questionable  reporting  and  vetting  sightings 
for  a national  publication,  it  worked  well. 

“Come  mothers  and  fathers 
Throughout  the  land 
And  don’t  criticize 
What  you  can’t  understand” 

By  the  mid-1990s,  most  of  us  had  been  in- 
troduced to  the  Internet.  The  most  creative 
among  us  will  find  any  number  of  ways  to 
play  with  a new  toy.  Birders  with  computer 
skills  quickly  realized  that  it  was  now  possible 
to  exchange  information,  including  rare  bird 
reports,  in  real  time.  One  only  need  read  the 
account  about  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  in 
this  season’s  Alabama  & Mississippi  report  to 
grasp  the  value  of  getting  information  in  rap- 
id fashion. 

In  short  order,  statewide  listservs  popped 


up  all  across  the  continent.  Subscribers  sud- 
denly found  themselves  able  to  know  about 
the  Tufted  Duck  on  a sewage  pond  in  the  far 
corner  of  their  state  or  province  within  min- 
utes of  its  discovery.  Even  more  exciting  was 
the  vastly  expanded  awareness  of  exceptional 
rarities  found  farther  afield.  Rather  than 
sprint  for  that  Tufted  Duck,  weekend  birding 
plans  might  entail  a trip  to  the  neighboring 
state  or  province  to  chase  a regional  first. 
Novice  birders,  and  those  who  did  not  want 
to  submit  themselves  to  the  rigors  of  having 
their  sightings  questioned,  now  had  access  to 
information  that  formerly  had  enjoyed  only 
limited  circulation.  We  quickly  learned  that 
there  were  a lot  of  “lurkers”  out  there  in  cy- 
berspace: those  who  might  never  report  a 
sighting  but  who  were  sure  to  turn  up  when- 
ever a monster  shocker  appeared. 

In  addition  to  gaining  experience  by  seeing 
numerous  rarities,  the  cyber-sawy  can  now 
surf  the  net  and  study  images  of  species  that 
are  not  included  or  are  inadequately  treated  in 
field  guides.  They  can  also  hone  their  skills 
through  participation  in  semi-anonymous  on- 
line photo-quizzes,  and  by  following,  and 
contributing  to,  online  threads  about  tough 
identification  questions.  Understandably, 
some  argue  that  this  learning  model  is  no  sub- 
stitute for  “finger-on-the-focus-wheel”  expe- 
rience in  the  company  of  experts.  We  feel  that 
Internet  birding  can  lure  new  birders  into  a 
perpetual  rarity  chase,  in  which  virtually  all  of 
field  time  involves  dashing  off  to  see  the  latest 
potential  lifer  reported  online.  These  birders 
see  lots  of  unusual  birds,  build  big  lists,  and 
yet  come  to  know  little  about  what  they’ve 
seen.  We  also  believe  that  this  approach  en- 
genders a measure  of  subconscious  condi- 
tioning. It  has  been  our  experience  that  bird- 
ers who  mostly  chase  rarities  are  inclined  to 
think  that  every  bird  they  see  might  be  a rari- 
ty until  proven  otherwise,  and  their  reporting 
often  reflects  it.  Their  knowledge  of  common 
bird  plumages  is  often  so  weak  that  common 
birds  can  become  imagined  vagrants.  In  Ore- 
gon (and  presumably  many  other  regions), 
juvenile  Brown-headed  Cowbird  images  la- 
beled “mystery  finch”  or  “odd  bunting”  are 
posted  annually  in  late  summer.  Despite  such 
drawbacks,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  In- 
ternet has  “leveled  the  playing  field”  (Lehman 
2008),  effectively  ending  the  days  of  exclu- 
sion from  the  inner  circle.  One  up-side  is  that 
birding  has  lost  a great  deal  of  its  elitist  stig- 
ma and  is  growing  in  popularity  at  a rate  no 
one  could  have  foreseen  three  decades  ago. 

Like  many  journals.  North  American  Birds 
finds  itself  at  a crossroads  where  the  unset- 
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ding  question  must  be  asked:  Are  we  still  rel- 
evant or  necessary?  We  believe  the  answer  is 
a resounding  yes.  But  how  do  we  encourage 
greater  participation  from  a generation  of 
birders  accustomed  to  seeing  reports  materi- 
alize in  minutes,  as  opposed  to  months?  Most 
have  not  endured  the  eyestrain  and  frustra- 
tion of  a $50  binocular,  heard  through  a 
phone  tree  about  a rarity  whose  trail  has  long 
ago  cooled,  nor  had  someone  insist  they  write 
a description  of  a rare  bird  by  hand.  In  their 
minds,  such  conditions  would  seem  as  plausi- 
ble as  the  stories  our  grandparents  told  us 
about  walking  five  miles  to  and  from 
school — and  uphill  both  ways.  Like  it  or  not, 
the  reality  is  that  this  new  wave  of  birders  is 
conditioned  to  report  their  sightings  to  the  lo- 
cal listserv,  expecting  that  a flock  of  digiscop- 
ing  verihers  will  show  up  to  document  their 
sighting.  Sadly,  many  have  never  read  an  issue 
of  North  American  Birds,  while  many  others 
don’t  even  know  that  it  exists!  In  our  youth, 
it  was  a badge  of  honor  to  see  our  names  cit- 
ed in  American  Birds.  We  fantasized  about 
hireling  something  so  fabulously  rare  that  we 
might  find  our  picture  on  the  journal’s  cover, 
a la  the  1970s  hit  “Cover  of  the  Rolling  Stone" 
by  Dr.  Hook  and  the  Medicine  Show:  “wanna 
buy  hve  copies  for  my  mother... wanna  see 
my  smilin’  face  on  the  cover. . . on  the  cover  of 
American  Birds..." 

In  preparation  for  this  commentary,  we 
surveyed  the  journal’s  Regional  Editors  re- 
garding their  length  of  service,  the  sources 
they  use  in  compiling  their  reports,  and  their 
treatment  of  undocumented  sightings  gleaned 
from  online  reporting  avenues.  We  received 
feedback  from  nearly  every  region,  and  in 
many  cases  multiple  editors  per  region;  the 
result  of  our  survey  is  digested  below.  Look- 
ing for  guidance,  we  explored  the  mission 
statement  of  North  American  Birds.  With 
pointed  interest,  we  also  examined  recent  ar- 
ticles by  Ted  Eubanks,  Paul  Lehman,  and  oth- 
ers who  have  delved  into  both  the  negative 
and  positive  impacts  of  listservs,  ID  forums, 
chat  rooms,  and  online  databases. 

Eubanks’  plea  for  a return  to  “bare  naked 
birding”  (Eubanks  2007)  might  have  seemed 
overly  critical  to  some,  but  it  did  address 
some  of  the  more  troubling  aspects  of  Inter- 
net reporting,  particularly  the  practice  of 
shooting  hrst  (with  a camera,  of  course)  and 
observing  second,  or  not  at  all,  and  then  ex- 
pecting online  “experts”  to  tell  identify  the 
bird  depicted.  Lehman  (2008)  voiced  the  sen- 
timents of  many  with  an  insightful  article  in 
Birding  in  which  he  softened  similar  criticism 
by  extolling  the  advantages  of  the  Internet 


age.  He  offered  tempered  opinions  about  ac- 
curacy in  reporting  and  the  need  for  policing 
of  posters  (not  to  say  imposters)  who  consis- 
tently proffer  misleading  or  outright  incorrect 
information.  He  also  noted  that,  once  posted, 
information  on  listservs  is — for  all  intents  and 
purposes— permanent.  Those  seeking  to  offer 
corrections  to  inaccurate  information, 
whether  publicly  or  privately,  run  the  risk  of 
being  labeled  elitist  and  rarely  elicit  the  re- 
traction needed.  Having  had  their  restrained 
voices  consistently  drowned  out  by  those 
most  in  need  of  hearing  it,  many  of  today’s  po- 
tential mentors  have  shunned  listservs  entire- 
ly. It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  that  we  all 
have  one  thing  in  common:  we  want  accurate 
information,  and  we  don’t  want  to  publish  (or 
read  about,  or  drive  200  miles  to  see) 
misidentihed  birds. 

These  authors  and  others  have  framed  the 
discussion.  On  the  surface,  the  goal  seems 
fairly  obvious:  to  gather  and  publish  an  accu- 
rate compilation  of  properly  vetted  sightings 
in  a user-friendly  fashion.  Some  Regional  Edi- 
tors suggest  that  online  reporting  be  ignored, 
opting  to  include  only  sightings  reported  di- 
rectly to  them  or  to  their  network  of  Sub-Re- 
gional Editors,  as  we  did  in  the  good  old  days. 
This  solves  the  problem  in  theory,  but  it  likely 
signs  the  death  certificate  of  North  American 
Birds  in  practice.  Others  suggest  that  we  strive 
to  collect  every  possible  data  point,  even  when 
we  know  that  some  of  those  data  are  surely  in- 
correct. In  the  eyes  of  traditionalists,  this  un- 
dermines the  integrity  that  North  American 
Birds  has  worked  to  attain:  an  unfiltered  set  of 
data  is  possibly  worse  than  none  at  all,  and 
certainly  it  would  fall  short  of  being  a reliable 
published  record  with  value  for  posterity. 

“The  line  it  is  drawn 
The  curse  it  is  cast 
The  slow  one  now 
Will  later  be  fast” 

Now  to  the  questionnaire,  which  was  de- 
signed get  answers  to  a few  basic  questions. 
We  solicited  information  about  length  of  serv- 
ice; familiarity  with  reporting  observers;  com- 
fort level  with  undocumented  sightings;  the 
willingness  of  the  Regional  Editor  to  “chase 
down”  desired  documentation;  and  the  quality 
of  response  such  queries  have  produced.  We 
asked  them  to  explain  how  they  deal  with 
poorly  documented  records  and  about  their 
willingness  to  include  unvetted  sightings.  We 
received  completed  questionnaires  from  47  ed- 
itors, representing  31  of  35  reporting  Regions. 

Terms  of  service  by  North  American  Birds 


Regional  Editors  range  from  Bob  Paxton 
(Hudson-Delaware)  and  Guy  McCaskie 
(Southern  California),  both  closing  in  on  a 
half-century  of  regional  editing,  to  Steve  Mc- 
Connell (Alabama  & Mississippi),  who  has 
written  three  seasonal  reports.  Nearly  70%  of 
the  respondents  have  served  between  five  and 
20  years  as  Regional  Editors,  while  27%  have 
been  on  the  job  for  under  five  years.  Consid- 
ering that  they  are  volunteers,  these  lengths  of 
service  suggest  that  our  editors  enjoy  the 
process.  This  was  borne  out  by  the  two 
longest- tenured  editors  named  above;  their 
questionnaire  responses  were  among  the  first 
returned,  and  both  offered  excellent  insights 
into  managing  a reporting  chain.  As- approxi- 
mately one-third  of  our  editors  are  recent  re- 
cruits, the  magazine  is  able  to  avoid  the  po- 
tential pitfall  of  staleness  and  better  manage 
the  transition  involved  in  exploiting  and  em- 
bracing new  reporting  channels.  Most  Re- 
gional Editors  started  out  by  contributing 
sightings  seasonally,  eventually  took  on  the 
unofficial  role  of  local  compiler,  became  a 
Sub-Regional  Editor,  and  ultimately  moved 
into  the  lead  role  within  their  respective  re- 
gions. This  progression  is  quite  similar  to  the 
mentoring  lineages  described  above.  Perhaps 
therein  lies  the  key  to  the  journal’s  strong  rep- 
utation for  accuracy  and  its  longevity  (this 
column,  originally  called  “The  Seasons,” 
dates  back  to  1917,  for  instance). 

The  connectedness  between  Regional  Edi- 
tors and  the  birding  communities  they  serve 
is  heartening.  Two-thirds  of  our  respondents 
indicated  that  they  “knew  personally”  at  least 
25%  of  observers  submitting  reports  in  their 
region.  Half  of  this  group  indicated  that  they 
have  “personal  relationships”  with  50%  or 
more  of  their  reporting  network,  meaning 
that  they  have  either  spent  time  in  the  field 
with  them  or  had  multiple  direct  correspon- 
dences with  them.  Five  respondents  reported 
that  they  have  had  personal  contact  with 
more  than  75%  of  their  reporting  line.  Guy 
McCaskie  estimates  that  he  and  Kimball  Gar- 
rett know  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  reporting  ob- 
servers in  their  region.  Only  two  respondents 
reported  being  acquainted  with  fewer  than 
10%  of  their  reporters.  In  each  case,  these  ed- 
itors point  out  that  distance  and  geographical 
barriers  limit  opportunities  for  direct  contact 
in  their  very  large  Canadian  regions.  They 
also  rely  heavily  on  local  Sub-Regional  Edi- 
tors for  the  vetting  of  sightings. 

Similarly,  most  Regional  Editors  infre- 
quently feel  a need  to  query  Sub-Regional  Ed- 
itors and  local  compilers  about  the  reputa- 
tions of  unknown  observers.  Nearly  half  of 
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the  respondents  stated  that  they  make  fewer 
than  five  such  inquiries  per  season,  opting  in- 
stead to  trust  the  judgment  of  Sub-Regionals. 
Only  19%  felt  compelled  to  make  such 
queries  frequently  (25  or  more  per  season). 
Though  perhaps  not  as  often  as  in  earlier 
times,  we  assume  the  reputation  of  the  re- 
porting observer  is  still  considered  when  edi- 
tors make  decisions  about  inclusion  of  a par- 
ticular record. 

“Your  sons  and  your  daughters 
Are  beyond  your  command 
Your  old  road  is 
Rapidly  agin’” 

As  anticipated,  there  was  a broad  spectrum 
of  opinion  on  the  value  of  gleaning  online  re- 
ports for  inclusion  in  North  American  Birds. 
Only  five  respondents  stated  that  they  refuse 
to  include  sightings  from  listservs  in  their 
columns.  One  editor  went  so  far  as  to  put  his 
response — NEVER — in  bold-faced  capital  let- 
ters, enclosing  it  in  a bright  red  box!  We  sur- 
mise that  “never”  means  just  that,  in  his  case. 
At  the  opposite  end  of  the  spectrum,  nearly 
one-quarter  of  the  respondents  related  that 
75%  or  more  of  their  Regional  summaries  are 
derived  from  online  reports.  Six  out  of  ten  ed- 
itors indicated  that  they  are  amenable  to  the 
inclusion  of  online  reports,  although  their 
willingness  to  include  a particular  sighting  is 
often  contingent  upon  the  comparative  rarity 
of  the  species  reported.  Several  regions  allow 
inclusion  of  “review  list”  species  only  in  cas- 
es where  the  observer  has  submitted  docu- 
mentation to  the  appropriate  state  or  provin- 
cial records  committee.  We  view  this  practice 
as  having  two  potential  benefits:  it  could  im- 
prove submission  rates  to  records  commit- 
tees, and  it  could  also  produce  higher-quality 
documentation,  as  observers  endeavor  to 
have  their  records  accepted. 

Apparently,  there  is  little  need  for  some  Re- 
gional Editors  to  pursue  documentation:  a 
full  81%  of  them  contact  observers  for  addi- 
tional details  15  or  fewer  times  per  season, 
and  47%  of  the  respondents  make  such  con- 
tacts fewer  than  five  times  seasonally.  This  is 
likely  a bi-product  of  the  digital  camera  age, 
wherein  most  rarities  are  sufficiently  pho- 
tographed, and  those  images  are  shared  in 
public  forums  accessible  to  our  editors.  When 
editors  do  go  in  search  of  corroboration,  near- 
ly one-half  of  them  report  getting  satisfactory 
supporting  evidence  in  return  at  least  75%  of 
the  time.  It  is  heartening  to  learn  that,  when 
pressed,  that  birders  are  often  willing  and  able 
to  produce  strong  documentation  of  rare 


birds.  Additionally,  many  of  those  respon- 
dents who  rarely  pursue  confirmation  them- 
selves have  Sub-Regional  Editors  take  on  the 
role  of  sifting  through  and  verifying  reports, 
so  that  the  Regional  Editors  can  focus  on  the 
writing  of  their  columns.  The  most  experi- 
enced editors  were  nearly  unanimous  in  their 
preference  for  this  division  of  labor.  Clearly, 
delegating  responsibility  is  important,  and  it 
likely  explains  the  longevity  of  service  among 
so  many  Regional  Editors. 

Conversely,  the  tenure  of  those  endeavor- 
ing to  be  a one-person  clearinghouse  for  their 
region  is  likely  to  be  shorter.  By  assuming  a 
lower  profile  and  allowing  Sub-Regional  Edi- 
tors to  do  the  work  of  verifying  sightings,  Re- 
gional Editors  insulate  themselves  from  the 
inevitable  emotional  politics  that  come  into 
play  when  some  observers  are  asked  to  supply 
supporting  documentation.  More  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  respondents  could  not  recall  be- 
ing stonewalled  by  an  observer  who  was  up- 
set when  one  of  their  sightings  didn’t  pass 
muster.  The  remaining  respondents  reported 
only  isolated  instances  of  observers  who  quit 
sending  in  reports,  and  in  some  cases  it  was- 
n’t considered  a “loss.” 

One  critical  question  remains:  Are  we  con- 
fident in  what  we  ultimately  publish?  We 
asked  editors  how  often  they  include  sight- 
ings for  which  they  have  “nagging  doubts.” 
Nearly  one-quarter  responded  that  they  never 
include  sightings  without  total  confidence 
about  accuracy.  Otherwise,  respondents  indi- 
cated that  they  either  “rarely”  or  “occasional- 
ly” include  a report  that  seems  plausible  but 
lacks  compelling  documentation  at  press 
time.  Thankfully,  none  of  our  editors  feel  that 
they  often  take  leaps  of  faith  in  publishing  un- 
documented sightings. 

Responses  from  our  Regional  Editors,  com- 
bined with  our  own  experiences  and  local 
perspectives,  lead  us  to  believe  that  there  are 
courses  of  action  that  can  facilitate  the  build- 
ing of  that  all-important  bridge  between  the 
print-  and  cyber-generations.  By  nature,  we 
are  motivated  by  a need  to  feel  included.  As 
social  mammals,  we  are  most  attracted  to 
those  who  take  a direct  interest  in  us.  Suc- 
cessful people  often  point  to  a particular 
teacher  or  coach  who  helped  shape  their  de- 
velopment. Those  who  write,  edit,  contribute, 
and  subscribe  to  North  American  Birds  can  all 
play  such  roles  in  the  development  of  our  lo- 
cal birding  communities. 

We  concur  with  Lehman  (2008)  in  the  be- 
lief that  we  must  be  willing  to  set  the  bar  high 
when  it  comes  to  accuracy  in  reporting.  As 
stated  earlier,  every  one  of  us  is  interested  in 


accurate  information.  If  you  see  posts  with 
misinformation,  offer  a courteous  corrective 
post.  If  someone  posts  an  incorrectly  identi- 
fied picture  online,  take  the  time  to  educate. 
Bear  in  mind  that  addressing  incorrect  infor- 
mation in  a public  forum  can  result  in  hostile 
responses  from  those  with  fragile  egos.  How- 
ever, you’ll  enjoy  the  respect  of  those  who  vis- 
it that  forum  to  learn  about  birds.  Over  the 
long  run,  you  may  also  gain  appreciation 
from  the  silent  majority — the  people  looking 
for  accurate  information.  Even  if  the  thanks 
don’t  come  directly,  you  will  eventually  en- 
counter these  folks  in  the  field.  And  when 
you  introduce  yourself,  don’t  be  surprised  to 
hear  them  confide,  “I  read  your  posts  all  the 
time  and  really  learn  a lot  from  them.” 

“Come  senators,  congressmen 
Please  heed  the  call 
Don’t  stand  in  the  doorway 
Don’t  block  up  the  hall” 

We  encourage  Regional  Editors  who  do  not 
already  do  so  to  place  themselves  among  the 
active  mentors  in  their  birding  communities, 
rather  than  allowing  the  leadership  roles  to  be 
occupied  by  those  with  a slick  webpage  or  a 
primary  interest  in  self-aggrandizement.  In 
some  birding  circles,  style  is  supplanting  sub- 
stance, and  imagined  expertise  overshadows 
real  skill.  It  will  take  effort  to  reverse  the 
trend,  but  we  have  to  think  most  birders  pre- 
fer substance  to  style.  It  is  easy  to  blame  the 
Internet  and  simply  avoid  logging  on.  Keep  in 
mind  that  the  Internet  is  a tool;  the  problems 
arise  from  how  it  is  used  and  who  is  using  it. 
Like  the  old  days  of  the  “inner  circle,”  if  you 
are  not  logged  on,  you  are  out  of  the  loop  and 
thus  letting  opportunities  to  exert  positive  in- 
fluence slip  by.  One  can  only  shape  the  quali- 
ty of  reporting  by  building  relationships  with 
and  mentoring  the  reporters. 

North  American  Birds  should  be  promoted 
for  what  it  is:  an  immensely  valuable  resource 
for  practically  any  birder  in  North  America. 
We  should  recruit  nearly  every  birder  we 
meet,  including  online  contacts,  to  subscribe 
to  North  American  Birds — at  the  least,  offer  to 
loan  them  a copy  or  two  of  back  issues,  so 
they  can  get  a sample  of  all  that  the  journal 
has  to  offer.  Consider  keeping  a few  old  issues 
tucked  in  the  back  of  your  vehicle  for  just 
such  an  opportunity.  Let  young  and  novice 
birders  know  that  their  observations  are  im- 
portant, and  that  they  should  be  recorded  ei- 
ther via  an  online  database  such  as  eBird  or 
the  old-fashioned  way.  Implore  them  to  report 
their  sightings  to  local  compilers,  and  en- 
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courage  them  to  submit  documentation  of 
rare  birds  they  hnd  to  their  state/provincial 
records  committee.  Help  them  understand 
that  having  a report  rejected  by  a records 
committee  is  not  in  itself  a negative  judgment 
about  their  abilities,  and  that  even  rejected 
records  are  archived  and  ultimately  valuable. 
As  virtually  all  of  us  have  experienced,  there 
is  much  to  be  learned  about  making  and  doc- 
umenting observations  by  having  one’s 
records  rejected. 

Bear  in  mind  that,  given  the  proper  en- 
couragement, many  younger  birders  can 
quickly  become  superb  mentors.  For  years, 
many  young  birders  have  used  a combination 
of  intellect  and  ready  access  to  information  to 
rise  through  the  ranks  at  a meteoric  rate. 
Around  the  continent,  birders  in  their  teens 
and  early  twenties  are  leading  held  trips, 
guiding  tours  internationally,  and  writing  im- 
pressive articles  for  national  publications. 
This  is  nothing  new.  In  Kingbird  Highway, 
Kenn  Kaufman  chronicled  the  rise  of  a group 
of  young  birders  in  the  early  1970s.  The  “Tuc- 
son Five”  set  the  tone  for  a generation  of  their 
peers,  many  of  whom  have  been  Regional  Ed- 
itors. There  is  a certain  intangible,  intense 
momentum  that  younger  birders  create  when 
they  start  meeting  and  influencing  one  anoth- 
er. More  often  than  not,  this  synergy  produces 
an  entirely  new  set  of  questions  that  beg  to  be 
answered. 

This  journal  offers  a unique  opportunity 
for  anyone  making  bird  observations  to  con- 
tribute to  the  tapestry  of  bird  records  that  de- 
hnes  a particular  season.  People  have  a basic 
need  to  feel  a part  of  something  larger  than 
themselves,  and  unlike  the  Internet,  North 
American  Birds  is  an  enduring  publication, 
with  paying  subscribers  and  a readership  that 
includes  influential  people  who  are  making 
important  policy  decisions  about  the  protec- 
tion of  birds,  their  habitats,  and  the  environ- 
ment as  a whole.  There  is  every  reason  to 
think  that  young  and  newer  birders  of  today 
will  be  just  as  thrilled — as  were  we,  thirty 
years  ago — to  see  their  names  cited  in  a re- 
spected ornithological  publication  on  the  in- 
ternational level.  Recognition  can  be  an  elixir; 
once  tasted,  it  may  be  pursued.  Make  a con- 
scious effort  to  connect  with  any  birder  you 
encounter,  teach  them  something  new,  and  let 
them  know  where  they  can  learn  more. 

It’s  apparent  that  most  Regional  Editors  feel 
that  the  Internet  has  some  value  for  informa- 
tion gathering.  However,  it  remains  a mostly 
disorganized  repository  of  accurate  informa- 
tion, unsupported  allegations,  and  often-un- 
documented  observations.  Conversely,  North 


American  Birds  provides  a structured,  well-or- 
ganized, and  relatively  accurate  archive  of  our 
collective  observations  of  birdlife  on  the  con- 
tinent. Though  most  listservs  are  archived, 
few  offer  effective  query  systems  that  allow  us 
to  detect  or  analyze  a particular  trend.  List- 
servs also  lack  built-in  controls  designed  to 
enhance  or  police  the  accuracy  of  reporting. 
There  are  online  databases,  such  as  eBird,  in 
which  users  can  enter  observations  in  a more 
formalized  way.  Unlike  most,  eBird  has  some 
built-in  controls,  hlters  that  require  observers 
to  “conhrm”  their  submitted  data  for  species 
or  numbers  that  are  out  of  the  ordinary.  Some 
suggest  that  eBird  may  ultimately  replace  the 
type  of  archiving  of  sightings  done  by  North 
American  Birds  Regional  Editors.  Reputations 
are  earned  over  time;  they  are  not  doled  out 
automatically  simply  because  one  presents  an 
attractive  new  idea.  North  American  Birds  has 
gone  through  several  name  changes  and  itera- 
tions over  many  decades  in  earning  its  current 
reputation.  Being  the  new  kid  on  the  block, 
eBird  likely  will  require  a similar  evolution  be- 
fore gaining  an  equal  level  of  acceptance 
among  those  who  publish  broader  articles  and 
books  about  bird  distribution.  But  its  evolu- 
tion thus  far  has  been  extraordinary,  and  its  re- 
sponsiveness to  the  real  interests  of  its  users 
suggests  that  eBird  will  indeed  become  a very 
useful  repository  for  bird  data  on  broad  scales. 

To  date,  most  North  American  Birds  editors 
have  not  embraced  the  idea  of  mining  eBird 
data,  even  though  both  our  Editor  and  Photo 
Editor  are  involved  in  this  project.  Over  time, 
eBird  should  prove  useful  in  answering  certain 
types  of  questions,  and  we  certainly  endorse  its 
use.  However,  there  are  some  trends,  range  ex- 
pansions, and  seasonal  variations  that  we  be- 
lieve are  most  effectively  quantihed  and  dis- 
cussed by  a seasonal  journal  like  North  Ameri- 
can Birds.  It  is  a testament  to  the  lasting  value 
of  our  journal  that  the  bibliographies  of  status 
and  distribution  articles.  Breeding  Bird  Atlases, 
and  state  monographs  overflow  with  citations 
of  North  American  Birds  regional  reports. 

“Please  get  out  of  the  new  one 
If  you  can’t  lend  your  hand 
For  the  times  they  are  a-changin” 

How  Hot  Was  It? 

In  the  current  era  of  global  climate  change, 
we  have  come  to  expect  regional  reports  to  re- 
count record  heat  waves,  lack  of  precipitation, 
and  persistent  drought.  In  this  vein,  the  intro- 
ductory paragraphs  of  the  fall  2007  sum- 
maries don’t  surprise  us.  The  season  started 
out  hot,  and  in  the  case  of  the  southeastern 


United  States,  blisteringly  so.  Six  southeast- 
ern states  sweltered  through  the  hottest  Au- 
gust on  record  (<http;//lwf.ncdc.noaa.gov>). 
In  September,  temperatures  abated  to  only 
“above  normal”  in  most  regions,  then  soared 
to  well  above  normal  again  in  October,  partic- 
ularly across  the  eastern  third  of  North  Amer- 
ica. Southeastern  Canada  and  everywhere  east 
of  the  Mississippi  River  endured  heat  that  was 
almost  universally  excessive.  Only  the  Pacific 
states  and  Idaho  enjoyed  a cooler-than-nor- 
mal  October.  By  November,  the  thermometer 
readings  returned  to  normal  everywhere  east 
of  the  Great  Plains.  To  the  west  and  north,  it 
was  warmer  than  usual.  Moderate  conditions 
in  the  northern  Plains  and  central  Canada  al- 
lowed waterfowl  to  linger  in  the  north  much 
later  than  normal,  before  a cold  snap  triggered 
an  exodus  in  late  November.  Arizona  and  Cal- 
ifornia felt  record  and  near-record  heat  over 
the  final  month  of  the  season. 

Drought  conditions  ranged  from  severe  to 
extreme  throughout  the  Rocky  Mountains,  in 
parts  of  the  Great  Basin,  and  into  Arizona, 
where  the  expected  summer  rains  tapered  off 
earlier  than  normal.  Conversely,  the  central 
and  southern  Great  Plains  received  above-av- 
erage precipitation  during  August,  dismaying 
birders  who  found  reservoirs  so  full  that  there 
was  no  shorebird  habitat  (check  out  the 
abysmal  “high”  counts  for  Semipalmated  and 
Western  Sandpipers  in  Colorado  and 
Wyoming).  Texas,  which  had  been  soaked  by 
record  rains  in  July,  continued  to  receive  the 
monsoonal  downpours  that  missed  Arizona 
in  August  and  September.  Editors  in  the  Lone 
Star  State  bemoaned  the  dearth  of  shorebirds 
and  passerines,  given  the  high  lake  and  reser- 
voir levels  and  the  lush  conditions  in  wood- 
land and  scrub  habitats,  which  minimized  the 
effect  of  riparian  oases  and  other  well-watered 
“migrant  traps.” 

The  southeastern  United  States  began  the 
season  gripped  by  extreme  drought  and  then 
watched  conditions  worsen  throughout  a sea- 
son plagued  by  stifling  heat  and  rainfall  that 
ranged  from  below  to  well  below  normal.  Pre- 
cipitation deficits  were  so  acute — 25  centime- 
ters or  more — that  they  raised  concerns  about 
human  water  supplies.  When  one  looks  at  the 
August  2007  rainfall  maps  at  NOAAs  “Cli- 
mate at  a Glance”  website,  the  Ohio  River  and 
Mississippi  River  appear  to  create  an  invisible 
precipitation  barrier:  states  immediately 
north  and  west  of  these  waterways  saw  above- 
average  rainfall,  while  those  south  and  east 
were  left  parched. 

September  and  October  were  mostly  be- 
nign in  terms  of  rainfall.  The  Hudson- 
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Delaware  region  and  much  of  the  Ohio  Valley 
were  quite  dry  in  September.  October  was 
somewhat  wetter  than  normal  almost  every- 
where other  than  in  the  Southwest  and  the 
Great  Basin.  Only  the  Prairie  Provinces  and 
northern-central  United  States  experienced 
precipitation  that  was  well  above  normal.  No- 
vember was  dry  nearly  everywhere  in  the 
Lower  48  states,  except  Maine,  which  meas- 
ured record  rainfall.  By  the  end  of  the  season, 
sections  of  the  southern  Great  Plains  and 
Texas  were  once  again  abnormally  dry  or  in 
moderate  drought.  Fall  temperatures  were 
near  normal  throughout  the  season  in 
Quebec,  while  southwestern  Ontario  re- 
mained exceptionally  warm,  allowing  trees  at 
Point  Pelee  National  Park  to  retain  green 
leaves  into  early  November.  Ontario  was  also 
very  dry  most  of  the  fall,  and  many  wetlands 
dried  completely.  The  tree  seed  production  in 
that  province’s  boreal  forests  was  apparently 
the  poorest  in  at  least  a decade. 

Two  of  the  most  powerful  hurricanes  ever 
recorded  in  the  Caribbean,  Dean  and  Felix, 
struck  Central  America  in  fall  2007.  Although 
no  bird  reports  were  directly  attributed  to  ei- 
ther of  these  events,  a pair  of  Spot-breasted 
Orioles  was  discovered  at  a popular  birding 
spot  in  southern  Belize  more  than  five  weeks 
after  Felix  made  landfall.  The  large  numbers 
of  Yellow-lored  Parrots  that  appeared  on  one 
or  more  of  Belize’s  cays  nearly  two  weeks  af- 
ter Dean  were  more  clearly  attributable  to  the 
storm.  The  epicenter  of  this  event  was  Cay 
Caulker,  which  was  brightened  by  100-120  of 
these  parrots  on  3 September.  In  the  Lesser 
Antilles,  a post-Dean  fallout  on  Guadeloupe 
was  dominated  by  shorebirds.  In  the  wake  of 
Dean,  there  was  a brief  flurry  of  frigatebird 
sightings  across  the  Great  Plains,  far  to  the 
north  of  the  storm’s  activity,  leading  the 
Southern  Great  Plains  editors  to  suggest  an 
apparent  connection  between  these  events. 
An  unidentified  frigatebird  was  photographed 
near  Norfolk,  Nebraska  28  August;  the  sil- 
houette image  was  sufficient  to  add  “frigate- 
bird  species”  to  that  state’s  documented  avi- 
fauna. Two  additional  sightings  of  an  appar- 
ent frigatebird  on  Lewis  and  Clark  Lake,  Ne- 
braska were  suspected  of  involving  the  Nor- 
folk bird.  The  fifth  Magnificent  Frigatebird 
for  Kansas  soared  over  Riley  County  on  9 
September. 

For  the  second  consecutive  year,  Arkansas 
and  Louisiana  avoided  the  brunt  of  hurricane 
impacts.  Tropical  Storm  Humberto  was  the 
only  hurricane  to  make  landfall  along  the  U.S. 
Gulf  Coast.  After  coming  ashore  near  High  Is- 
land, Texas,  this  slow-moving  hurricane  rap- 
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idly  weakened  as  it  moved  northeastward 
across  Louisiana.  No  hurricanes  or  tropical 
storms  struck  Florida  or  the  Bahamas,  but  fre- 
quent heavy  rains  produced  “fallout  evi- 
dence” of  an  extremely  strong  migration 
across  the  latter  region  in  September  and  Oc- 
tober. Frontal  activity  over  Florida  18-19  Oc- 
tober produced  local  rainfall  totals  of  up  56 
centimeters,  ending  the  severe  drought  in  the 
western  Panhandle.  During  the  same  period, 
unsettled  weather  brought  a fallout  of  mi- 
grants to  Bermuda. 

In  the  Pacihc,  Tropical  Storm  Henrietta 
tracked  northward  along  the  Mexican  coast 
before  strengthening  to  hurricane  status  just 
off  the  southern  tip  of  Baja  California.  After 
crossing  over  Cabo  San  Lucas,  it  turned 
northeastward,  eventually  making  landfall  in 
Sinaloa.  A Cook’s  Petrel  many  kilometers  in- 
land along  the  Rio  Fuerte  was  the  only  bird 
attributed  to  this  storm.  Although  Hurricane 
Flossie  approached  the  main  Hawaiian  Islands 
in  mid-August,  it  produced  few  storm  effects 
and  no  obvious  impacts  on  the  local  avifauna. 
Generally  dry  weather  in  Hawaii  helped  con- 
centrate migrant  shorebirds  most  of  the  sea- 
son. The  onset  of  hooding  rains  in  early  No- 
vember led  to  the  dispersal  of  some  of  these 
birds,  as  new  wetlands  became  available. 

Devastating  wildfires  consumed  more  than 
2000  square  kilometers  of  chaparral  and  oth- 
er vegetation  in  Southern  California,  with 
nearly  three-quarters  of  that  amount  burned 
in  San  Diego  County  alone.  Regional  Editors 
McCaskie  and  Garrett  paint  a grim  picture  of 
the  coniferous  forest  in  that  county,  as  nearly 
all  of  it  has  now  burned.  They  examine  forest 
regrowth  potential  and  discuss  the  impact  fre- 
quent fires  are  having  on  chaparral  communi- 
ties. These  writers  conclude  with  a sobering 
analysis  of  the  future  prospects  for  popula- 
tions of  the  highly  endangered  California 
Gnatcatcher,  the  coastal  subspecies 
(sandiegensis)  of  Cactus  Wren,  and  the  nomi- 
nate subspecies  of  Spotted  Owl,  all  birds 
which  are  dependent  on  chaparral,  mixed 
conifer  forest,  and  other  unique  “SoCal”  habi- 
tats being  decimated  by  fire. 

Wet  Birds  Across 
Formerly  Dry  Lands 

“Come  gather  ’round  people 
Wherever  you  roam 
And  admit  that  the  waters 
Around  you  have  grown” 

Over  the  past  three  decades,  many  species 
traditionally  associated  with  coastal  areas 


have  increasingly  appeared  far  inland.  Most 
conspicuous  among  these  are  loons  and  gulls, 
several  of  which  were  considered  accidental 
or  at  least  rare  across  much  of  the  interior  of 
the  continent  only  a quarter-century  ago.  We 
speculate  that  multiple  factors  have  con- 
tributed to  this  trend.  One  cannot  discount 
increasing  observer  effort  and  awareness.  In 
essence,  success  begets  success  as  we  imitate 
successful  strategies  employed  by  other  bird- 
ers. Invariably,  one  interesting  discovery  leads 
to  many  others  as  folks  increasingly  visit  the 
sites  of  past  rarities.  The  regional  reports 
herein  distill  far-Oung  individual  sightings 
into  narratives  that  reveal  patterns  we  might 
not  otherwise  perceive.  Armed  with  the 
knowledge  of  when  and  where  to  look,  astute 
observers  quickly  learn  that  what  once 
seemed  rare  may  actually  be  expected. 

Though  not  quantified,  we  suspect  that  the 
maturation  of  flood  control  and  irrigation 
reservoirs,  particularly  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  is  yielding  stopover  points  where  loons, 
gulls,  and  other  waterbirds  hnd  enough  food 
and  loafing  areas  to  allow  them  to  linger  for 
more  than  a few  hours.  Early  in  their  exis- 
tences, most  reservoirs  are  bathtubs  in  terms 
of  biodiversity.  Over  time,  however,  the  diver- 
sity of  foods  available  at  reservoirs  usually  de- 
velops to  a point  where  such  sites  are  able  to 
support  migrants  and  nesting  species.  Recre- 
ational use  has  almost  always  been  a consid- 
eration in  the  construction  and  management 
of  these  reservoirs,  thus  access  points  are 
many,  and  visitation  is  encouraged.  In  more 
recent  times,  master  plans  for  such  impound- 
ments have  included  the  creation  of  perimeter 
wetlands,  which  are  managed  for  both  hunt- 
ing and  wildlife  viewing.  Swimming  beaches 
become  gull  roosts  once  it  is  too  cold  to  don 
swimwear,  and  post-Labor  Day  draw-downs 
create  mudflats  for  late  migrating  and  winter- 
ing shorebirds  and  gulls.  Additionally,  low- 
ered water  levels  concentrate  diving  birds  in 
the  deepest  sections  of  the  remaining  pool  di- 
rectly backed  by  a dam,  which  offers  accessi- 
bility and  raised  vantage  points  for  scoping. 
These  deep  pools  can  be  counted  on  to  attract 
concentrations  of  loons,  grebes,  diving  ducks, 
and  gulls. 

Perhaps  nowhere  is  the  connection  be- 
tween manmade  bodies  of  water  and  observer 
effort  more  apparent  than  in  Colorado.  A 
quick  search  revealed  35  references  to  20  dif- 
ferent reservoirs  in  the  Colorado  & Wyoming 
fall  2007  report.  We  wonder  how  paltry  the 
“wet  bird”  section  of  this  summary  might 
have  been  without  the  coverage  of  all  these 
impoundments.  Cherry  Creek  Reservoir,  just 
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outside  of  Denver,  set  the  pace,  with  five  cita- 
tions, including  two  of  the  Region’s  10  Red- 
throated  Loons,  a late  flock  of  32  American 
Avocets,  two  of  the  season’s  three  Red 
Phalaropes,  and  a Black-legged  Kittiwake. 
Jumbo  Reservoir,  straddling  the  counties  of 
Logan  and  Sedgwick  in  northeastern  Col- 
orado, was  one  of  three  reservoirs  earning 
three  citations.  An  estimated  120,000  ducks 
amassed  there  in  late  November,  and  it  also 
hosted  that  Region’s  only  Laughing  Gull  early 
in  the  season.  Pueblo  Reservoir,  along  the 
Arkansas  River  near  the  town  of  Pueblo,  pro- 
duced the  Region’s  only  Glaucous  and  Great 
Black-backed  Gulls,  as  well  as  a female 
Eurasian  Wigeon.  Fabled  Ross’s  Gulls  visited 
John  Martin  Reservoir  and  Lagerman  Reser- 
voir in  southeastern  Colorado,  just  two  weeks 
apart  in  October.  It  was  suspected  that  the 
same  bird  made  both  appearances. 

While  Colorado  birders  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  many  modest-sized  reservoirs,  observers  in 
the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region  need  look 
no  further  than  the  massive  Kentucky 
Lake/Lake  Barkley  complex  for  rare  and  un- 
usual waterbirds.  Constructed  by  the  Ten- 
nessee Valley  Authority  in  the  wake  of  a dev- 
astating 1937  flood,  Kentucky  Dam  took  six 
years  to  build.  It  harnessed  the  Tennessee  Riv- 
er, creating  Kentucky  Lake,  the  largest  man- 
made body  of  water  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  In  1959,  Barkley  Dam  was  built  to  con- 
trol the  nearby  Cumberland  River,  resulting  in 
Lake  Barkley.  In  fall  2007,  Kentucky  Lake 
hosted  the  Region’s  only  Red-throated  and  Pa- 
cific Loons  and  a Kentucky  state  record  980 
Horned  Grebes.  Unusual  gulls  enlivened  both 
lakes.  Kentucky  Lake  harbored  a Laughing 
Gull,  two  California  Gulls,  two  Thayer’s  Gulls, 
up  to  six  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls,  a Great 
Black-backed  Gull,  and  a Sabine’s  Gull.  Lake 
Barkley  yielded  a Thayer’s  Gull  along  with  a 
state  record  1050  Caspian  Terns.  Additionally, 
Barren  River  Lake  in  south-central  Kentucky 
has  routinely  produced  that  state’s  seasonal 
high  counts  for  Common  Loon,  including  a 
state  record  1342  there  on  7 November  2003. 
The  editors  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  re- 
gion note  that  all  high  counts  of  Common 
Loons  come  from  “impounded  waters.” 

In  addition  to  the  species  previously  men- 
tioned, impounded  waters  in  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  provide  refuge  to  hurricane  waifs, 
shorebirds,  dispersing  herons,  and  a full  array 
of  waterfowl.  A reader  unfamiliar  with  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  would  never  recognize 
how  many  sites  referenced  in  the  report  are 
backwaters,  peninsulas,  or  arms  of  Kentucky 
Lake.  Brainard  Palmer-Ball  took  the  time,  for 


our  sake,  to  highlight  every  Kentucky  Lake 
locale  in  the  region’s  report,  and  not  a single 
paragraph  from  waterfowl  through  terns  was 
free  of  highlighted  sections;  in  the  case  of 
loons,  grebes,  and  gulls,  almost  entire  para- 
graphs were  marked  in  yellow. 

In  our  respective  home  regions,  Oregon’s 
Fern  Ridge  Reservoir,  in  the  southwestern 
corner  of  the  Willamette  Valley,  and  the  Area- 
ta Marsh  and  Wildlife  Sanctuary  in  Humboldt 
County,  California  consistently  produce  dis- 
proportionate numbers  of  locally  rare  and  un- 
usual birds.  These  sites  share  in  common 
raised  viewing  platforms  and  easily  accessed 
trails  along  the  tops  of  the  dikes  surrounding 
impoundments.  Patches  of  trees  and  riparian 
margins  enhance  both  sites.  Each  locale  offers 
a broad  sweep  of  open  water  and  sky  that  can 
be  scanned,  and  background  noise  is  mini- 
mal, thus  impressive  day  lists  can  be  amassed 
within  a few  short  hours.  With  strong  local 
birding  communities  nearby,  talented  ob- 
servers cover  these  hotspots  almost  daily 
throughout  the  year. 

Built  for  flood  control  in  the  1940s,  Fern 
Ridge  Reservoir  is  a broad  and  shallow  pool 
that  spreads  out  into  hundreds  of  acres  of 
marsh.  Since  the  1980s,  ongoing  construction 
of  managed  wetlands  has  dramatically  en- 
hanced the  reservoir’s  value  to  both  breeding 
and  migratory  shorebirds.  The  breeding  pop- 
ulation of  Black  Terns,  which  first  nested  here 
in  1992  (Contreras  2006),  is  unsurpassed 
west  of  the  Cascade  Range.  Following  the 
original  inundation,  Purple  Martin  nest  boxes 
were  affixed  to  many  Oregon  Ash  snags,  re- 
sulting in  a martin  colony  that  is  now  the  Re- 
gion’s largest.  Redheads,  Black-necked  Stilts, 
and  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  have  all  colonized 
the  marshes  over  the  past  decade,  and  Fern 
Ridge  is  the  only  site  in  western  Oregon  or 
Washington  where  Western  and  Clark’s 
Grebes  nest.  Recent  fall  surveys  have  tallied  as 
many  as  1400  Aechmophoms  grebes  in  the 
main  pool.  The  reservoir’s  wintering  rafts  of 
Common  Mergansers  and  Double-crested 
Cormorants  may  exceed  1000  birds  per 
species.  Fern  Ridge’s  fall  2007  highlights  in- 
cluded 128  American  White  Pelicans,  a west- 
ern Oregon  record;  a White-faced  Ibis,  the 
first  fall  record  west  of  the  Cascades  since 
2004;  a Stilt  Sandpiper,  two  Ruffs,  up  to  four 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers,  a Franklin’s  Gull, 
three  Sabine’s  Gulls,  a Yellow-bellied  Sapsuck- 
er,  and  a Northern  Waterthrush. 

Similarly,  the  Areata  Marsh  fulfills  the 
needs  of  both  birds  and  birders.  Its  combina- 
tion of  open  marshland  and  upland  habitat 
constitutes  a buffer  between  the  city  of  Arca- 


ta’s  hardscape  and  the  shores  of  North  Hum- 
boldt Bay.  After  years  of  planning  and  politi- 
cal wrangling,  the  marsh  was  constructed  in 
the  late  1970s  to  treat  wastewater  by  filtering 
it  through  a series  of  impoundments.  These 
wetlands  are  now  partly  grown  to  cattails. 
Marsh  Pennywort,  and  other  emergent  aquat- 
ics. The  former  city  dump,  informally  known 
as  Mount  Trashmore,  is  now  capped,  provid- 
ing a parcel  of  grassy  habitat  among  the  im- 
poundments. The  Areata  Marsh  and  Wildlife 
Sanctuary  was  also  developed  to  create 
wildlife  habitat.  It  is  heavily  used  by  breeding, 
migrant,  and  wintering  birds.  More  than  300 
species  have  been  recorded  here,  and  the  Big 
Day  record,  from  January,  stands  at  112.  In 
fall  2007,  the  Areata  Marsh  hosted  Least  Bit- 
tern, Sandhill  Crane,  Semipalmated  Sand- 
piper, Long-eared  Owl,  Tropical  Kingbird, 
Prothonotary  and  Blackpoll  Warblers,  North- 
ern Waterthrush,  American  Tree  Sparrow,  Yel- 
low-headed Blackbird,  and  Bobolink.  The 
Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  found  1 1 October 
is  among  the  rarest  birds  ever  discovered  at 
this  site.  Not  only  a first  for  Humboldt  Coun- 
ty, it  furnishes  the  northernmost  record  for 
the  western  United  States. 

A somewhat  recent  addition  to  birding 
strategies  is  the  “inland  pelagic  trip.”  Over  the  ■ 
past  15  years,  the  Illinois  Ornithological  Soci- 
ety and  the  Missouri  Audubon  Society  have  ' 
jointly  sponsored  excursions  out  to  the  center 
of  Carlyle  Lake,  in  southern-central  Illinois. 
Carlyle,  Illinois’  largest  inland  lake,  is  so  ex- 
pansive that  birds  far  out  in  the  middle  cannot  ' 
be  seen  from  land.  The  purpose  of  these  voy- 
ages has  been  to  look  for  Sabine’s  Gulls  during 
the  height  of  their  mid-continental  passage. 
McMullen  boasts  that  these  trips  have  never  ^ 
missed  Sabine’s  Gull,  having  encountered 
groups  of  up  to  10  birds.  These  ventures  have  ; 
also  turned  up  both  Long-tailed  and  Parasitic 
Jaegers.  Similarly,  Devil’s  Lake  in  northeastern 
North  Dakota  was  covered  by  boat  in  three  i 
successive  autumn  seasons  (2003-2005). 
Sabine’s  Gulls  were  found  in  all  three  years, 
with  a high  count  of  five  in  2003  (Ron  Martin, 
pers.  comm.).  Single  Little  Gulls  were  found 
during  the  first  two  surveys.  Martin  points  out 
that  none  of  these  birds  could  have  been  seen 
from  shore,  and  that  only  a small  portion  of 
this  large  natural  lake  can  be  covered  in  a day. 

It  should  be  noted  that  both  jaegers  and 
Sabine’s  Gulls  at  inland  sites  tend  to  spend  the 
majority  of  their  time  as  far  from  shore  as  pos- 
sible, often  sitting  on  the  water  for  hours  on 
end.  Boat  surveys  are  often  the  only  way  to  en- 
counter these  migrants,  in  the  absence  of  very 
strong  onshore  winds,  which  sometimes  bring 
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the  birds  toward  shore. 

“Where  have  all  these  Sabine’s  Gulls  come 
from?”  we  wondered,  on  perusing  the  reports 
for  fall  2007.  We  are  not  the  first  to  raise  this 
question.  Lehman  (1983)  explored  this  idea 
in  the  Changing  Seasons  essay  covering  the 
fall  of  1982.  He  noted  the  increase  in  reports 
of  Sabine’s  Gull  inland  and  asked  how  “such  a 
striking  bird  might  be  overlooked.”  His  col- 
umn boldfaced  the  46  inland  Sabine’s  Gulls 
reported,  for  the  entire  continent,  that  season. 
Lehman  allowed  that  this  trend  might  be  at- 
tributed to  our  better  understanding  and  cov- 
erage of  the  types  of  water  bodies  this  species 
uses  for  stopovers.  He  went  on  to  suggest  that 
increasing  inland  reports  of  sea  ducks,  gulls, 
kittiwakes,  and  jaegers  may  be  driven  as 
much  by  a change  in  our  habits  as  it  is  by 
changes  in  the  habits  of  the  birds. 


“Stunning,”  “best  ever,”  and  “unbelievable” 
were  among  the  superlatives  used  to  describe 
the  fall  2007  interior  flight  of  Sabine’s  Gull, 
which  has  been  the  poster  child  of  seabirds 
inland  in  recent  years  (Figure  1).  We  re- 
viewed reports  for  several  mid-continental  re- 
gions over  the  past  four  fall  seasons  and 
found  that,  while  this  season  was  better  than 
most,  it  was  not  the  best  ever  across  the 
board.  Most  Regions  reporting  “record”  totals 
had  not  doubled  recent  averages.  We  queried 
several  Regional  Editors,  in  an  effort  to  deter- 
mine whether  increased  detections  represent 
a greater  passage  of  gulls,  or  if  birders  are  just 


getting  better  at  intercepting  the  passage. 
Most  respondents  believe  that  increased 
Sabine’s  Gull  reports  are  chiefly  the  result  of 
observer  effort.  The  Northern  Great  Plains  re- 
gion’s Ron  Martin,  and  his  counterpart  in  the 
Idaho  & Western  Montana  region  Dave 
Trochlell,  both  point  out  that  improved  optics 
better  our  chances  of  identifying  distant  birds 
flying  over  large  lakes  and  impoundments. 
Peter  Taylor  suggests  that  a dilution  factor 
created  by  Manitoba’s  “kazillion”  lakes  serves 
to  reduce  sightings  of  the  species  in  his 
province.  Manitoba  reported  only  three 
Sabine’s,  while  neighboring  Alberta  and 
Saskatchewan,  with  12  sightings  in  total,  have 
a comparative  scarcity  of  lakes  and  impound- 
ments in  their  southern  reaches.  Taylor  also 
mused  about  the  “pelagic”  potential  of  Lake 
Winnipeg. 


Editors  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  are  con- 
vinced that  Lake  Michigan  serves  to  funnel 
Sabine’s  Gulls  into  their  Region  (Keith  Mc- 
Mullen, pers.  comm.),  a belief  bolstered  by 
the  pattern  of  reports.  Miller  Beach,  Indiana, 
at  the  lake’s  southern  terminus,  has  often  gen- 
erated that  region’s  high  count,  including  the 
one-day  record  of  28  on  16  September  2005 
(Hengeveld  et  al.  2006).  During  the  four 
decades  leading  up  to  the  1990s,  Indiana  had 
fewer  than  30  total  records  of  Sabine’s  Gulls. 
In  the  1990s,  there  were  nearly  50  total  re- 
ports, and  the  tally  for  the  first  decade  of  the 
twenty-first  century  is  on  pace  to  surpass  100 


birds;  Sabine’s  Gulls  have  been  reported  in  In- 
diana every  year  but  one  since  1987  (Brock 
2006).  Ken  Brock  assigns  these  increases  to 
observer  awareness  and  effort,  particularly  in 
the  three  Indiana  counties  bordering  Lake 
Michigan  (Brock  2006).  Ninety-three  percent 
of  that  state’s  reports  have  involved  juveniles 
or  immatures. 

In  fact,  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
Sabine’s  Gull  reports  across  the  continent’s 
involves  hatch-year  birds;  there  is  scant  evi- 
dence to  suggest  that  this  overland  route  is 
being  duplicated  by  adults  that  have  survived 
their  first  round  trip.  Tony  Leukering  points 
out  that  Colorado  has  seen  an  increase  in  the 
reports  of  Pacific  Loon,  Red-throated  Loon, 
and  Red  Phalarope  coincident  with  the  up- 
surge in  Sabine’s  Gulls  reports.  He  also  notes 
that  Colorado,  which  has  far  more  active 
birders  than  Wyoming,  produces  the  bulk  of 
reports  for  these  species  in  his  two-state  re- 
gion. Leukering  adds:  “We  score  only  one  or 
two  adult  Sabine’s  Gulls  in  any  year,  though 
with  occasional  showings  of  a few  more  in 
particular  years.  These  data  tell  us  that  adults 
are  not  repeating  their  trips  through  the  inte- 
rior; but  if  they  are  successful  at  surviving 
their  original  trips  as  juveniles,  then  those 
genes  may  become  more  prevalent  in  the 
population.” 

Although  Colorado  & Wyoming  led  all  in- 
land regions  with  86  Sabine’s  Gulls  at  42  sites, 
Semo,  Leukering,  and  Schmoker  only  contin- 
ue to  report  annual  numbers  because  so  many 
birders  think  it’s  unusual  that  the  species  is  so 
regular  and  common  in  their  region.  In  a his- 
torical context,  one  might  consider  this  sea- 
son’s Sabine’s  numbers  extraordinary.  Nevada 
did  not  record  its  first  Sabine’s  Gull  until  1972 
(Clark  et  al.  1974).  A decade  later,  Kingery 
(1983)  called  the  fall  1982  flight  of  12 
Sabine’s  Gulls  “impressive”  in  the  former 
Mountain  West  region  (Colorado,  Wyoming, 
Utah,  Nevada).  However,  this  four-state  area, 
split  into  two  regions  in  2000,  tallied  more 
than  tenfold  (124)  that  number  in  fall  2007. 
A closer  look  at  Colorado  & Wyoming  reveals 
that  the  region  has  averaged  about  44  Sabine’s 
Gulls  over  the  most  recent  four  fall  seasons, 
and  38  in  2006  was  deemed  “sub-par”  (Leuk- 
ering and  Schmoker  2007). 

Perhaps  even  more  remarkable  than  the 
ColoradoAVyoming  tally  were  the  34  Sabine’s 
Gulls  turned  up  by  observers  in  the  Idaho  & 
Western  Montana  region  and  the  27  birds  de- 
tected across  the  eastern  portions  of  Oregon 
& Washington.  This  combined  area  formerly 
comprised  the  bulk  of  the  Northern  Rocky 
Mountain-lntermountain  Region,  which  was 


Figure  1 . One  of  18  reported  in  the  Northern  Great  Plains  region  this  fall,  this  juvenile  Sabine's  Gull  was  at  Grand  Forks,  North  Dakota 
7 September  2007.  The  regional  reports  detail  nearly  400  Sabine's  Gulls  away  from  the  coasts — a stark  increase  over  counts  from 
decades  past.  (Indeed,  with  such  robust  tallies,  it  is  perhaps  the  species'  beauty  alone  that  makes  It  a perennial  darling  of  the  autumn 
Changing  Seasons  essay!)  Photograph  by  Patrick  Beauzay. 
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reorganized  prior  to  the  fall  1989  season.  In 
1982,  that  Region’s  observers  generated  just 
one  Sabine’s  Gull  (Rogers  1983)  compared  to 
the  61  found  within  the  former  regional 
boundaries  this  year.  The  upper  reaches  of  the 
Columbia  River  basin  remain  sparsely  popu- 
lated, and  birding  activities  in  many  corners 
of  the  “Inland  Empire”  border  on  non-exis- 
tent— yet  this  former  region  has  reported  an 
average  of  38  Sabine’s  Gulls  per  fall  since 
2003.  One  has  to  wonder  how  many  Sabine’s 
Gulls  might  be  found  passing  southward  be- 
tween the  Rockies  and  the  Cascades  if  there 
were  even  more  observer  effort. 

This  upward  trend  is  especially  evident  in 
the  Mississippi,  Colorado,  and  Columbia  river 
drainages,  which  produced  no  fewer  than  350 
Sabine’s  Gull  reports  in  the  fall  of  2007.  Con- 
tinent-wide, the  inland  tally  of  Sabine’s  Gulls 
likely  exceeded  400  birds.  As  is  typical,  the 
bulk  of  the  southbound  passage  of  Sabine’s  oc- 
curred between  10  September  and  10  October, 
with  a decided  spike  in  late  September  in  most 
regions.  Remarkably,  a Sabine’s  at  Banks  Lake 
in  eastern  Washington  27  August  was  the  ear- 
liest in  the  Lower  48  by  nearly  two  weeks,  and 
it  was  an  adult.  Lingerers  remained  in  several 
regions  into  late  October  and  early  November, 
some  even  into  December.  Extremely  late 
birds  were  at  Huron,  Ohio  22  November  and 
in  Kansas  at  Quivira  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
on  30  November.  The  Northern  Great  Plains 
hosted  at  least  25  birds,  nearly  twice  their  pre- 
vious record  (14  in  2003).  Eighteen  of  these 
reports  came  from  North  Dakota,  which  dou- 
bled the  state’s  best  fall  season  tally  this 
decade.  Elsewhere  in  the  United  States,  the 
Great  Basin  (38),  New  Mexico  (30),  and  West- 
ern Great  Lakes  (25-i-)  regions  yielded  Sabine’s 
Gull  numbers  that  either  set  records  or  ex- 
ceeded recent  norms.  Only  the  Southern  Cali- 
fornia editors,  having  received  only  12  re- 
ports, suggested  that  inland  Sabine’s  Gulls 
were  below  average. 

The  interior  Canadian  Provinces  also  en- 
joyed impressive  Sabine’s  Gull  flights.  Ontario 
hosted  at  least  39  birds,  with  a high  count  of 
eight  at  Van  Wagners  Beach  17  September. 
The  majority  of  these  birds  moved  during  the 
last  two  weeks  of  September,  with  the  earliest 
bird  at  Van  Wagners  Beach  4 September;  the 
latest,  at  Presqu’ile  Provincial  Park  on  23  No- 
vember, succumbed  to  the  outbreak  of  avian 
botulism  that  afflicted  the  lower  Great  Lakes 
(see  below),  Quebec  had  no  fewer  than  18 
birds,  including  a daily  maximum  of  15  at  Ta- 
doussac  on  27  September.  The  Prairie 
Provinces  witnessed  a goodly  15  Sabine’s. 

Sabine’s  Gull  tallies  are  not  tbe  only  gull 


Figure  2, 3.  While  observers  away  from 
coastal  areas  search  reservoirs  and  large 
natural  lakes  in  autumn  for  seabirds  and 
waterfowl  of  many  sorts,  birders  in  the 
Southeast  also  carefully  check  catfish  and 
crayfish  farms.  The  first  recorded  in  the 
United  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
this  subadult  Jabiru  was  an  astounding, 
and  astonishingly  large,  visitor  to  a catfish 
complex  in  Sunflower  County,  Mississippi 
24  (here)  through  27  August  2007. 

Photographs  by  Seymour  Johnson. 

counts  on  the  rise;  there  seems 
to  be  no  end  in  sight  to  the  ex- 
pansion of  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  in  North  America.  New- 
foundland, where  this  species 
“continues  to  increase  every 
year,”  set  a new  one-day  record 
21  October  when  24  were 
counted  around  St.  Johns.  In 
far  western  Canada,  an  adult 
spent  the  season  in  British  Co- 
lumbia’s Okanagan  Valley, 
where  Lesser  Black-backed  has 
occurred  five  years  running.  This  species  has 
attained  “ho-hum”  status  in  Colorado,  where 
no  fewer  than  21  birds  were  reported  for  the 
season.  Lesser  Black-backeds  have  also  be- 
come regular  migrants  through  the  Southern 
Great  Plains;  at  least  hve  were  reported  in  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas  from  late  August  onward. 
Counts  of  75  and  53  at  two  North  Carolina 
sites  in  October  were  excellent  tallies  for  that 
month,  and  good  numbers  were  likewise 
found  on  the  Upper  Texas  Coast.  Lesser 


Black-backeds  are  now  rare  but  expected  in 
Alabama;  an  adult  first  seen  13  September  in 
Mobile  County  established  an  early  arrival 
record  for  the  state.  Two  birds  photographed 
in  New  Mexico  doubled  that  state’s  records. 

By  contrast,  California  Gull,  a common 
and  widespread  species  across  much  of  west- 
ern North  America,  is  strongly  migratory,  but 
its  movements  seem  to  take  only  tiny  num- 
bers well  to  the  east  of  typical  haunts.  Records 
from  the  eastern  portion  of  the  continent  have 
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accrued  only  gradually.  Increased  scrutiny  of 
gulls  likely  explains  the  recent  upswing  in  re- 
ports. During  fall  2007,  Alabama  picked  up 
its  sixth  record  with  an  adult  and  a third-cy- 
cle bird  found  together  in  Marshall  County  in 
late  October.  During  mid-November,  single 
first-cycle  “Cals”  wandered  to  Missouri,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Kentucky,  and  an  adult  reached 
Ottawa,  Ontario.  A California  Gull  at  Ruther- 
ford Beach,  Louisiana  3 November  was  of  the 
subspecies  albertaensis  of  the  Great  Plains;  in- 
deed one  would  expect  that  this  subspecies, 
which  breeds  well  to  the  north  and  east  in 
west-central  Canada,  might  be  more  prone  to 
show  up  in  the  East  than  the  more  southerly- 
breeding califomicus.  These  taxa  are  at  least 
somewhat  separable  in  the  field,  so  it  would 
be  worthwhile  for  gull  watchers  to  attempt  to 
distinguish  the  subspecies  of  adults  outside 
their  normal  range. 

These  are  but  a small  sample  of  the  excel- 
lent finds  at  manmade  bodies  of  water.  We 
recommend  a thorough  tour  through  the  re- 
ports, including  the  home  region’s,  all  the 
while  pondering  how  birding  activities  in 
each  region  are  shaped  by  habitats  created  by 
humans  (Figures  2,  3). 

Avian  Botulism  in  the  Great  Lakes 

Since  1999,  approximately  60,000  bird  deaths 
have  been  attributed  to  Type-E  botulism  in 
the  lower  Great  Lakes  (<www.miseagrant. 
org>).  This  number  includes  approximately 
10,000  birds  found  in  fall  2007  along  the 
northern  shores  of  Lake  Michigan  (Alexander 
2007).  Most  susceptible  are  species  that  feed 
on  a host  of  exotic  mussels  and  fish  that  have 
colonized  the  Great  Lakes  in  recent  decades. 
The  filtration-feeding  and  pseudofecal  waste 
of  introduced  Zebra  Mussel  (Dreissena  poly- 
morpha)  and  Quagga  Mussel  (D.  rostriformis 
bugensis)  often  contributes  to  anaerobic 
events,  which  can  lead  to  blooms  of  the  bac- 
teria that  cause  avian  botulism 
(<http://nas.er.usgs.gov>).  The  exotic  fish 
called  Round  Goby  (Neogobius  melanostomus) 
feeds  on  the  toxic  mussels  and  becomes  para- 
lyzed, making  it  easy  prey  for  piscivorous 
birds  like  loons,  cormorants,  gulls,  and  some 
diving  ducks.  Birds  that  consume  fish  or  mus- 
sels with  concentrated  toxin  levels  also  suffer 
paralysis  and  drown. 

It  was  estimated  that  9000  of  the  birds  that 
perished  in  Lake  Michigan  in  fall  2007  were 
Common  Loons  (Alexander  2007).  In  neigh- 
boring Ontario,  Margaret  Bain  reports  that  the 
carcasses  of  Common  Loons  littered  the 
beaches  in  that  province.  She  also  reveals  that 
Great  Black-backed  Gulls  were  hardest  hit 


Figures  4, 5, 6.  The  victims  of  avian  botulism  in  the  lower  Great  Lakes  were  apparent  to  all  who  birded  the  lakeshores  in  autumn 
2007.  Depicted  above  are  a dead  Common  Loon  25  October  and  moribund  Red-breasted  Merganser  two  days  later,  both  at  Presqu'ile 
Provincial  Park,  and  four  dead  Common  Loons  and  a Horned  Grebe  31  October  at  North  Beach  Provincial  Park,  Prince  Edward  County, 
Ontario.  Photographs  by  Michael  Butler. 
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among  larids  in  the  County  of  Northumber- 
land along  Lake  Ontario,  suggesting  that  this 
string  of  botulism  outbreaks  is  the  culprit  in  a 
“precipitate  collapse”  of  the  local  Great  Black- 
backed  population.  Her  commentary  is  rec- 
ommended reading. 

'"Flights":  Invasions  and  incursions 

Like  all  humans,  birders  are  inclined  towards 
hyperbole.  We  are  quick  to  describe  a partic- 
ular migration  season  using  terms  like  “un- 
precedented” or  “worst  in  decades”  often 
with  only  a murky  understanding  of  what  is 
normal.  Collectively,  we  speak  without  com- 
punction or  precision  about  “flights”  of  birds. 
We  are  quick  to  recognize  “good  flight  years” 
and  conversely  slow  to  recognize  or  quantify 
“poor  flights.”  The  fall  edition  of  this  column 
would  be  incomplete  if  we  failed  to  discuss 
flights  of  certain  species  and  groups  of 
species;  thus  unapologetically  we  will  attempt 
to  quantify  movements  of  the  usual  suspects 
— scoters,  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls, 
nuthatches,  winter  finches,  montane  species 
in  the  lowlands — along  with  one  other 
species,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  normally 
not  included  in  such  discussions. 

Scoters  might  be  discussed  witbin  the  con- 
text of  several  preceding  sections:  their  rate  of 
inland  detection  can  surely  be  tied  to  both  ob- 
server effort  and  the  maturation  of  reservoirs, 
and  as  mussel-feeders,  they  are  highly  vulner- 
able to  the  toxins  these  organisms  concen- 
trate within  their  tissues.  Their  numbers  fluc- 
tuate sharply  in  the  interior  year  to  year,  and 
in  the  fall  of  2007,  they  “showed  big”  across 
North  America,  with  record  or  near-record  to- 
tals from  several  regions,  and  hence  we  speak 
of  a “good  scoter  flight.”  A remarkable  180+ 
Surf  Scoters  turned  up  in  interior  western 
Oregon,  with  a mob  of  118  at  Hagg  Lake  in 
the  Coast  Range  foothills  in  late  October  eas- 
ily surpassing  any  previous  tally  away  from 
the  states  coast.  Equally  impressive  inland, 
the  143  Surfs  assembled  at  Penticton  in  early 
October  were  part  of  an  “unprecedented” 
flight  across  the  interior  of  British  Columbia. 
Observers  dutifully  recording  migrant  water- 
fowl  at  Avalon,  New  Jersey  on  26  October 
were  kept  busy  tallying  a staggering  66,587 
Surfs,  74,998  Black  Scoters,  and  663  White- 
winged Scoters.  It  was  also  a better-than-aver- 
age  fall  season  for  Surfs  inland  in  Texas.  In  the 
Great  Plains,  Black  Scoter  numbers  were  es- 
pecially robust,  with  12  birds  detected  in  each 
of  the  Dakotas,  six  in  Nebraska,  and  five  in 
Oklahoma.  Scoters  were  also  widespread  in 
Iowa,  with  Surf  Scoters  at  14  locations  and 
Black  Scoters  at  ten.  Despite  generally  lower 


scoter  numbers  reported  in  the  Great  Basin,  a 
record  nine  Black  Scoters  were  found  in  Utah. 
Additionally,  sea  ducks  were  up  from  the  pre- 
vious fall  at  Michigan’s  Whitefish  Point,  as  ev- 
idenced by  seasonal  totals  of  2854  Surf  Scot- 
ers, 4788  White-winged  Scoters,  and  21,984 
Long-tailed  Ducks. 

Along  both  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  coasts 
and  in  the  interior,  the  flight  of  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers  received  favorable  comment.  No 
fewer  than  72  graced  Oregon  & Washing- 
ton— sevenfold  above  the  regional  norm. 
Twenty-nine  in  Northern  California  easily 
surpassed  the  previous  record  of  19  (1990), 
18  reached  Southern  California,  and  four 
were  detected  in  Arizona.  A Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper  at  Bahia  Asuncion  8 October  was 
the  first  for  the  state  of  Baja  California  Sur 
and  just  the  second  for  the  peninsula  overall. 
Over  100  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  in  the 
Hudson-Delaware  region  and  69  in  New  Eng- 
land were  also  rather  high  tallies.  Sod  farms  in 
Wagoner  County  and  Tulsa  County  in  Okla- 
homa hosted  hefty  totals  of  530  and  460,  re- 
spectively, on  25  August.  One  could  hazard 
the  guess  that  the  Buff-breasted  breeding  sea- 
son was  a successful  one,  but  we  have  few 
data  from  the  heart  of  the  continent,  where 
the  vast  majority  passes  in  both  spring  and 
fall,  and  we  were  not  able  to  find  counts  of  the 
species  on  eBird  from  the  Dakotas  through 
the  plains  of  Texas. 


The  exodus  of  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls 
from  eastern  Canada  during  the  fall  of  2007 
might  be  described  by  today’s  youth  as  “epic.” 
Night-banding  stations  in  Quebec  and  On- 
tario produced  counts  that  nearly  doubled 
previous  records  for  a season.  To  the  average 
birder,  who  might  actually  see  one  or  two 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  in  a lifetime,  the 
data  provided  by  Ontario’s  Prince  Edward 
Point  Bird  Observatory  border  on  unfath- 
omable. They  banded  1518  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owls  from  15  September  to  15  Novem- 
ber (Figure  7).  In  neighboring  Quebec,  the  Ta- 
doussac  Bird  Observatory  captured  438 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls,  easily  surpassing 
their  prior  fall  record  of  237  in  1998  (Pierre 
Bannon,  pers.  comm.).  Farther  south,  banders 
at  Lincoln  and  Northbridge  in  Massachusetts 
combined  to  capture  516  saw-whets.  Counter- 
parts in  Louisville,  Kentucky  netted  91  indi- 
viduals over  10  nights  (25  October  through  18 
November).  Inspired  by  Internet  reports  of 
this  flight,  banders  organized  an  impromptu 
effort  in  northeastern  Alabama,  which 
promptly  yielded  that  state’s  eighth  record  of 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owl.  David  Okines,  the 
chief  bander  at  Prince  Edward  Point,  revealed 
that  the  pace  of  their  captures  was  about  sev- 
en to  ten  days  earlier  than  their  normal  bench- 
marks (fide  Margaret  Bain).  The  tally  of  saw- 
whets  netted  by  the  end  of  September  2007 
exceeded  the  combined  pre-October  numbers 


Figure  7.  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  appeared  across  southern  Canada  and  the  eastern  United  States  in  high  numbers  during  late  fall 
2007.  This  image  was  taken  1 1 0ctober  2007  at  Prince  Edward  Point  Bird  Observatory,  Ontario,  a day  when  over  100  owls  hit  the  nets 
about  4 a.m.  Photograph  by  Judy  Kent. 
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for  the  previous  seven  years.  Mirroring  results 
i there,  Tadoussac  experienced  high  capture 
i rates  in  September,  with  the  first  real  spike  in 
captures  coming  on  13  September  and  the 
nightly  maximum  of  38  bandings  falling  on  20 
September  (fide  Pierre  Bannon).  The  maxima 
in  Massachusetts  came  later,  with  58  at  Lin- 
. coin  and  48  at  Northbridge,  both  on  15  Octo- 
ber. Banders  in  Kentucky  did  not  commence 
their  efforts  until  late  October,  a month  after 
; the  peak  flight  of  owls  occurred  in  Ontario 
and  Quebec,  leading  us  to  wonder  how  long 
the  Kentucky  saw-whets  had  been  in  that  area 
prior  to  their  capture. 

As  has  been  the  case  with  previous  record 
flights,  hatch-year  birds  predominated.  All 
stations  reported  that  at  least  70%  of  their 
netted  owls  were  immatures.  In  2003  and 
2006,  the  most  recent  years  with  good  flights, 
hatch-year  birds  made  up  54%  and  61%  of  the 
total  captures  respectively  at  Tadoussac.  This 
season,  86%  of  captures  at  that  station  in- 
volved juveniles,  as  did  nearly  three-quarters 
of  the  owls  netted  in  Massachusetts.  At  Prince 
Edward  Point,  1069  of  1518  captures  (70.4%) 
were  hatch-year  birds,  topping  their  previous 
high  of  59.4%  hatch-year  individuals  (506). 
Reports  from  Quebec  and  Kentucky  also  indi- 
cated that  a majority  of  the  hatch-year  owls 
they  netted  were  females. 

There  were  12  saw-whet  recaptures  report- 
ed, 11  in  Massachusetts  and  one  in  Kentucky. 
The  hatch-year  recaptured  in  Kentucky  had 
been  banded  earlier  in  the  season  in  Ontario, 
while  the  Massachusetts  owls  were  wearing 
bands  from  stations  in  Michigan  and  Ontario. 
Two  of  the  Massachusetts  recaptures  were 
adults  returning  to  Northbridge  after  having 
been  originally  banded  there  in  2003.  In 
southern  Northampton  County,  Virginia,  the 
Center  for  Conservation  Biology  conducted 
its  fourteenth  annual  survey  of  the  saw-whet 
flight,  capturing  some  460  new  owls  (81.3% 
hatch-year  birds),  of  which  they  banded  439 
and  noted  21  foreign  recaptures  (Bryan  Watts, 
pers.  comm.)!  In  addition,  they  had  105 
same-year  recaptures.  This  station  continues 
to  have  the  highest  foreign  recapture  rates 
and  same-year  recapture  rates  of  any  station. 
Interestingly,  the  year  1995  (with  1007  owls) 
and  1999  (with  695  owls)  surpassed  2007  in 
number  of  owls  captured  here — in  a location 
where  the  species  was  thought  impossibly 
rare  even  into  the  early  1990s. 

Owl  flights  are  sometimes  attributed  to  prey 
shortages,  such  as  the  reported  crash  of  the 
vole  and  deer  mouse  populations  in  northern 
Ontario  this  season.  However,  data  from 
Prince  Edward  Point  show  that  the  captured 


owls’  fat  reserves  were  good,  some  even  slight- 
ly higher  than  normal.  In  Quebec,  small  ro- 
dents numbers  were  “spectacular”  according 
to  Pascal  Cote,  interim  coordinator  at  Tadous- 
sac. In  the  past,  similarly  high  rodent  popula- 
tions resulted  in  strong  reproductive  success 
among  saw-whets.  Consequently,  these  excep- 
tional hatch-year  percentages  among  captured 
owls  are  more  likely  attributable  to  high  rates 
of  reproductive  success  and  survival  among 
hatchlings.  Cote  also  noted  that  there  was  no 
corresponding  southbound  movement  of  Bo- 
real Owls;  therefore,  he  surmised  that  prey 
bases  in  northern  forests  were  sufficient 
throughout  the  summer  and  fall  seasons. 

As  the  exodus  of  Neotropical  migrants 
wanes  each  autumn,  birders’  thoughts  often 
turn  to  nuthatches:  “Is  this  going  to  be  a Red- 
breasted Nuthatch  year?”  With  respect  to  fall 
2007,  the  answer  to  this  question  was  affir- 
mative, and  the  flight  was  evident  already  in 
the  summer  season  in  the  East  (Brinkley 
2008);  they  had  appeared  at  Bodie  Island, 
North  Carolina  by  mid- August,  presaging  one 
of  the  best  flights  ever  in  the  Southern  At- 
lantic region,  for  instance. 

Birders  across  most  of  the  temperate  reach- 
es of  the  continent  noted  a widespread  move- 
ment that  had  both  southward  and  downslope 
components.  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  made  a 
strong  showing  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  and 
Northern  Great  Plains;  39  were  counted  in 
McHenry  County,  North  Dakota  as  early  as  2 
September.  Although  not  in  huge  numbers  on 
the  Southern  Great  Plains,  they  were  well  re- 
ported in  Nebraska  and  Kansas  by  mid-  and 
late  August.  In  the  Great  Basin,  Red-breasteds 
showed  up  at  lowland  sites  where  seldom  en- 
countered, and  a strong  irruption  moved  out 
onto  the  Colorado  plains  and  beyond.  There 
was  also  a significant  movement  into  Arizona; 
an  early  Red-breasted  was  as  far  south  as  Tuc- 
son on  2 August.  As  the  season  progressed, 
this  inflow  burgeoned,  with  numerous  reports 
statewide,  and  during  mid-October  at  least 
two  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  turned  up  in 
neighboring  Sonora,  Mexico.  The  Texas  edi- 
tors recount  an  influx  of  nuthatches  that  “ri- 
valed any  such  invasion  in  memory.”  Individ- 
uals were  noted  in  virtually  all  areas  of  Texas, 
the  earliest  on  25  August.  The  nuthatch  in- 
cursion was  described  as  “modest”  through- 
out neighboring  Arkansas  and  Louisiana.  To 
the  north,  in  Indiana,  it  was  labeled  a banner 
year,  with  total  reports  more  than  doubling 
the  state’s  previous  record  for  autumn.  They 
were  described  as  numerous  in  Iowa  and  Mis- 
souri, and  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region 
also  witnessed  a significant  ingress. 


In  addition  to  being  a “nuthatch  season,” 
fall  2007  offered  an  array  of  northern  birds 
heading  south  and  mountain  birds  descend- 
ing into  the  lowlands.  Mountain  Chickadees 
were  conspicuous  in  many  lowland  areas  of 
the  West,  most  notably  in  the  Southwest.  For 
the  first  time  since  2000,  a minor  influx  of 
Mountain  Chickadees  found  its  way  to  El 
Paso,  Texas,  and  there  was  an  obvious  move- 
ment into  non-breeding  areas  within  Arizona, 
especially  at  northern  oases.  The  sheer  vol- 
ume of  Arizona’s  incursion  fueled  speculation 
that  the  source  of  these  birds  was  not  limited 
to  breeding  sites  within  that  state.  Clark’s 
Nutcrackers,  Steller’s  Jays,  Mountain  Chick- 
adees, Golden-crowned  Kinglets,  Cassin’s 
Finches,  Red  Crossbills,  and  Pine  Siskins 
were  found  at  many  lowland  birding  venues 
in  the  Great  Basin.  There  were  unusually  large 
numbers  of  these  species  at  both  lowland  and 
montane  locations  in  Arizona,  where 
Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  also  showed  well. 

Additionally,  Pinyon  Jays  and  Pygmy 
Nuthatches  spilled  onto  Colorado’s  eastern 
plains,  mixing  with  other  boreal  irruptive 
species  late  in  the  season.  A Pygmy  Nuthatch 
near  Jasper  would  furnish  an  Alberta  first 
upon  acceptance.  Steller’s  Jays  invaded  low- 
land areas  nearly  statewide  in  New  Mexico,  as 
did  smaller  numbers  of  typically  montane 
species  such  as  Calliope  Hummingbird, 
Williamson’s  Sapsucker,  and  Clark’s  Nutcrack- 
ers. A single  Clark’s  Nutcracker  made  it  as  far 
east  as  Guthrie,  Iowa.  Both  Pine  and  Evening 
Grosbeaks  were  at  their  greatest  abundance  in 
years  in  southern  Manitoba,  and  White- 
winged Crossbills  also  were  fairly  widespread 
and  in  good  numbers  there.  Boreal  Chickadees 
and  Northern  Shrikes  were  much  in  evidence 
in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  particularly  in  Mani- 
toba. This  fall  was  a banner  year  for  Northern 
Shrikes  in  Iowa,  with  26  reported;  at  least  six 
also  were  reported  from  Missouri.  A little  ear- 
lier than  expected,  shrikes  had  penetrated 
south  to  Kansas  by  26  October  and  on  into 
Oklahoma  by  13  November. 

Among  the  many  montane  species  in  dis- 
persal this  season  was  Townsend’s  Solitaire. 
Records  of  this  species  appear  to  be  increasing 
in  parts  of  the  Midwest,  where  it  is  an  annual 
but  still  rare  visitor  in  late  autumn.  This  sea- 
son, a small  wave  of  solitaires  showed  in  the 
East  as  well,  where  the  species  is  much  rarer: 
singles  at  Brooksville,  Maine  and  at  Harvey’s 
Knob,  Virginia,  both  19  November;  one  at 
Sandy  Hook,  New  Jersey  25  November;  and 
one  at  Clarksburg,  Maryland  1 December. 
The  dates  of  discovery  for  these  birds  coin- 
cide flawlessly  with  the  passage  of  two  weath- 
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er  systems  that  moved  through  the  continent 
in  mid-November  (reaching  the  Atlantic  coast 
just  before  the  17-18  November  weekend) 
and  again  just  before  Thanksgiving.  These 
systems  brought  not  just  solitaires  but  a bevy 
of  western  rarities  to  New  England,  New 
York,  and  New  Jersey.  But  it  is  important  not 
to  attribute  the  appearance  of  such  birds  sole- 
ly to  weather  systems  (even  if  the  appearance 
of  western  species  was  predicted  by  local 
birders  in  the  cases  of  both  fronts):  the  exo- 
dus from  unproductive  mountain  habitats. 


Figure  8.  Rare  but  regular  in  the  state  at  this  season,  this  Townsend's  Solitaire  was 
photographed  19  November  2007  at  Johnson  Sauk  Trail  State  Park,  Henry  County,  Illi- 
nois. Farther  east,  a small  flight  of  the  species  was  noted  on  the  same  date  in  Maine 
and  Virginia,  preceded  by  one  at  Martha's  Vineyard,  Massachusetts  24  October  and 
followed  shortly  thereafter  by  sightings  in  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  and  again  Virginia 
in  winter  (Virginia  had  no  previous  confirmed  records).  Photograph  by  Eric  Walters. 


where  foodstuffs  were  insufficient,  was  surely 
as  important  for  the  appearance  of  the  ex- 
tralimital  solitaires  as  the  direction  of  winds. 

In  the  East,  the  flight  of  “winter  finches” 
was  very  strong.  Purple  Finches  arrived  early 
in  Illinois,  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  region, 
and  in  the  Pineywoods  of  East  Texas.  The 
140-t  birds  reported  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas 
marked  a significant  incursion.  Though  Pur- 
ple Finches  were  stated  to  have  vacated  north- 
ern and  western  portions  of  the  Hudson- 
Delaware  region  by  late  October,  250  were 


counted  at  Cape  May  on  23  November.  Possi- 
ble Purple  Finches  were  observed  in  Utah  and 
Nevada,  which,  pending  acceptance,  would 
represent  a first  for  Utah  and  one  of  few  re- 
ports for  Nevada.  Numbers  of  Pine  Siskins  in 
New  York  and  New  Jersey  were  mostly  mod- 
erate, but  Indiana  recorded  its  highest-ever  fall 
total,  with  1800  birds  reported.  Siskins 
showed  strongly  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains, 
appearing  in  Nebraska  as  early  as  8 August;  an 
aggregation  of  several  hundred  was  witnessed 
in  Cowley  County,  Kansas.  Observers  in  Iowa 
and  Missouri  reported  more 
siskins  than  in  recent  years.  In 
southern  California,  the  birds 
staged  a moderately  large  inva- 
sion, with  record-early  appear- 
ances at  the  South  Fork  Kern 
River  Preserve  and  near  Santa 
Barbara. 

The  Atlantic  Provinces  and 
New  England  enjoyed  an  im- 
pressive incursion  of  Bohemian 
Waxwings  commencing  in  late 
October.  Nova  Scotia  appeared 
to  be  the  focal  point  of  this  in- 
vasion; numerous  flocks  of  100- 
500  birds  moving  along  the  east 
side  of  Cape  Breton  Island  to- 
taled upward  of  10,000  birds  on 
13  November.  The  simultane- 
ous flood  of  Bohemian  Wax- 
wings  that  poured  into  New 
England  was  “without  recent 
precedent,”  according  to  the  re- 
gions editors;  flocks  of  100-600 
birds  were  widely  reported 
across  Maine,  Vermont,  and 
New  Hampshire  during  mid- 
November. 

Pine  Grosbeaks  began  ap- 
pearing in  Maine  during  mid- 
October,  and  good  numbers 
pushed  southward  into  eastern 
Massachusetts  by  the  end  of 
that  month.  Common  Redpolls 
arrived  en  masse  across  much  of 
New  England  during  the  last  week  of  Octo- 
ber. Their  numbers  built  up  quickly  in  that  re- 
gion, with  many  reports  of  100  or  more  birds 
9-30  November.  Similarly,  Common  Redpolls 
irrupted  into  Newfoundland  and  St.  Pierre  et 
Miquelon  rather  suddenly  starting  on  26  Oc- 
tober; 5000  redpolls  flew  past  a single  vantage 
point  that  day.  November  ushered  in  a major 
irruption  of  crossbills.  Pine  and  Evening 
Grosbeaks,  redpolls,  and  Bohemian 
Waxwings  into  the  Hudson-Delaware  region; 
a group  of  98  Pine  Grosbeaks  was  in  Oswego, 


New  York  24  November.  Redpolls  also  made 
big  news  in  that  region,  with  two  flocks  of 
more  than  one  hundred  in  New  York  in  mid- 
November.  No  fewer  than  five  Hoary  Redpolls 
were  found  in  upstate  New  York  during  the 
period.  Nearly  all  of  the  northern  finches 
were  well  represented  in  this  region  by  the 
seasons  end.  Probably  unrelated  to  the  north- 
eastern flight  was  New  Mexico’s  first  con- 
firmed Common  Redpoll. 

Where  the  Warbiers  Were 

Warblers,  particularly  vagrants,  were  bountiful 
in  the  interior,  but  the  showing  along  the  out- 
er coasts  was  unimpressive  in  some  regions. 
The  Southern  Atlantic  and  Middle  Atlantic  re- 
gions provide  evidence  of  this  trend:  observers 
in  the  western  portions  of  those  regions  men- 
tioned that  warbler  migration  was  the  “one  of 
the  best  in  recent  memory,”  in  stark  contrast  to 
the  “uneventful”  coastal  flights.  The  Texas  ed- 
itors offer  an  excellent  summation  of  the  con- 
centrating effects  of  normally  dry  autumn  con- 
ditions, absent  in  that  state  during  fall  2007, 
on  arboreal  passerines.  Observers  along  the 
California  coast,  which  normally  gets  more 
than  its  fair  share  of  vagrant  warblers,  found 
the  vagrant  output  generally  uninspiring  from 
San  Francisco  Bay  southward.  Reporters  from 
the  normal  hotheds  of  Santa  Cruz  County  and 
Monterey  County  commented  on  a poor  va- 
grant showing  in  both.  The  Southern  Califor- 
nia report  reveals  that  several  expected  vagrant 
species  were  found  in  below-average  numbers 
on  the  season. 

By  comparison,  33  species  of  warblers  were 
found  in  the  Great  Basin,  including  many 
eastern  vagrants,  eight  of  which  warranted 
boldface  type  in  their  seasonal  report  (see  the 
Photo  Salon  in  this  issue).  In  a region  whose 
landscape  is  comparatively  treeless,  almost 
any  patch  of  woodland  in  might  be  consid- 
ered a potential  vagrant  trap.  Nevada  and 
Utah  observers  seemingly  find  more  vagrants 
with  each  fall  season,  suggesting  that  there 
may  be  much  potential  yet  to  be  realized. 
Their  “two-fer”  Golden-winged  Warbler 
episode  at  Corn  Creek,  Nevada,  is  nearly  un- 
believable, providing  more  than  ample  reason 
to  read  that  region’s  warbler  wrap-up.  Nearly 
matching  the  species  richness  encountered  in 
the  Great  Basin,  New  Mexico  logged  32 
species  of  warblers,  boldfacing  six,  and  find- 
ing a Golden-winged  of  their  own. 

In  recent  times,  birding  coverage  of  Baja 
California  and  Baja  California  Sur  has  grown 
dramatically.  The  excellent  treatment  of  this 
region  provided  by  North  American  Birds  has 
no  doubt  inspired  some  of  this  increase. 
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' which  is  already  broadening  our  understand- 
ing of  the  peninsula’s  avifauna.  Baja  has 
I proven  to  be  surprisingly  productive  for  va- 
; grant  eastern  warblers  in  fall.  However,  with  a 
! few  notable  exceptions,  the  fall  of  2007  failed 
to  live  up  to  the  expectations  created  by  the 
discoveries  of  previous  years.  The  Regional 
Editors  lamented  the  complete  absence  of 
I seven  warbler  species,  four  of  which  were  de- 
i tected  in  both  2005  and  2006.  We  examined  a 
1 group  of  11  “expected”  vagrant  warbler 
species  for  which  numbers  were  reported  in 
j all  three  years.  This  species  set  generated  re- 
ports of  39  individuals  in  2005,  35  birds  in 
2006,  and  just  23  vagrant  warblers  in  2007. 
Only  a Blue-winged  Warbler,  the  first  photo- 
graphically documented  in  the  region,  was 
boldfaced  in  the  2007  column. 

Mexico  east  of  the  peninsula  offers  perhaps 
even  greater  potential  for  exploration.  The 
ranges  of  some  parulids  in  Southern  Mexico 
remain  unclear.  Both  the  2006  and  2007  fall 
summaries  contained  reports  of  Blackpoll 
Warblers  at  or  near  La  Venta,  Tabasco,  in- 
cluding one  mist-netted  this  season.  Each  was 
boldfaced  because  they  were  found  somewhat 
west  of  the  range  described  by  Howell  and 
Webb  (1994).  Similarly,  Western  Palm  War- 
blers, which  appeared  at  La  Ventosa,  Oaxaca 
in  both  2006  and  2007,  were  also  boldfaced. 
Both  Palm  Warblers  and  Blackpolls  are 
among  the  most  expected  vagrants  on  the 
Baja  Peninsula.  Additionally,  a Prairie  Warbler 
in  Oaxaca  received  boldface  treatment  in  the 
Mexican  report.  Though  now  inevitably  dat- 
ed, Howell  and  Webb’s  work  lists  just  six 
records  of  this  species  for  Mexico,  three  of 
which  appear  to  be  either  in  or  very  near  Oax- 
i aca,  suggesting  that  Prairie  Warblers  might  be 
somewhat  regular  in  that  state. 

Across  the  Midwest  and  Great  Plains,  good 
warbler  flights  were  widely  reported.  Duluth, 
Minnesota,  consistently  served  up  20-24  war- 
bler species  per  day  on  several  dates,  with 
high  counts  and  late  dates  aplenty.  Among 
many  good  counts,  Indiana  boasted  five  Gold- 
en-winged Warblers  at  one  site  in  Gibson 
County,  and  Iowa  had  26  for  the  season. 
Chicago’s  Grant  Park  hosted  57  Cape  May 
Warblers  on  24  September. 

Encouraqing  numbers, 
large  ana  small 

What  can  one  say  of  the  308,590  Long-tailed 
Ducks  that  flew  past  Nantucket  Island,  Mas- 
sachusetts on  23  November — though  not  an 
unexpected  number  here  in  winter,  who 
would  not  be  bowled  over  to  witness  of  flight 
of  this  magnitude?  Aleutian  Cackling  Geese 


(B.  h.  leucopareia)  have  increased  from  sever- 
al hundred  in  the  1960s  to  more  than  100,000 
today,  thanks  to  efforts  to  control  foxes,  and 
this  taxon  is  on  the  increase  in  Southern  Cal- 
ifornia. Closer  scrutiny  of  white-cheeked 
geese  in  Arizona  yielded  an  Aleutian  well  in- 
land at  Flagstaff.  Similar  examination  of 
Cackling  Geese  in  Oregon  revealed  eight 
Richardson’s  (B.  h.  hutchinsii)  in  the  Colum- 
bia Gorge  at  Hood  River,  providing  a second 
record  of  that  taxon  for  the  state. 

The  season’s  total  of  251  Yellow-billed 
Loons  at  Gambell,  Alaska  20  September 
throught  3 October  was  a new  high  count 
there,  possibly  good  news  for  this  species, 
whose  small  world  population  may  be  threat- 
ened by  rapid  climate  change  and  oil  explo- 
ration on  its  Arctic  breeding  grounds.  At  Kae- 
na  Point  Natural  Area  Reserve  on  Oahu, 
Wedge-tailed  Shearwaters’  numbers  showed  a 
big  increase,  with  2800  nesting  burrows  and 
1556  chicks  counted.  Bermuda  Petrel’s  stew- 
ards reported  three  new  pairs  during  Novem- 
ber, increasing  the  known  number  of  breed- 
ing pairs  to  83.  A single  “Cahow”  was  again 
identified  at  sea  out  of  Hatteras,  North  Car- 
olina 22  September,  making  2007  the 
eleventh  consecutive  year  for  observations  of 
this  species  off  that  state.  On  the  following 
day,  two  immature  Short-tailed  Albatrosses 
were  seen  on  a boat  trip  off  the  northern  Cal- 
ifornia coast  the  following  day,  likely  marking 
the  first  such  occurrence  in  the  region  in 
more  than  a century.  Forty  thousand  American 
White  Pelicans  were  reported  at  Salt  Plains, 
Oklahoma  28  September — surely  an  avian 
blizzard  rivaling  the  throngs  of  white  geese  in 
that  region  later  in  the  season. 

Ardeid  aggregations  were  a bit  overshad- 
owed by  those  of  distant  relatives — stork, 
spoonbill,  and  flamingo,  and  extralimital 
records  of  all  three  of  these  long-legged 
waders  appear  to  be  increasing  along  with 
those  of  post-breeding  herons  and  egrets.  In 
Oklahoma,  a healthy  3000  Little  Blue  Herons 
were  at  Red  Slough  1 August,  while  in  Mis- 
souri, a local  record  1000+  Great  Egrets  was 
at  Four  Rivers  Conservation  Area  7 August. 
Concordia  County,  Louisiana  hosted  an  as- 
semblage of  5000  Wood  Storks  during  Sep- 
tember; a group  of  four  juveniles  that  spent 
two  weeks  in  Fayette  County  was  the  largest 
to  be  seen  in  Illinois  in  more  than  four 
decades.  Roseate  Spoonbill  continues  to  in- 
crease in  Mississippi,  as  indicated  by  a very 
high  count  of  184  birds  in  Sunflower;  a 
spoonbill  in  Pemiscot,  Missouri  and  two  in 
Kentucky  were  surely  thrilling.  Up  to  12,000 
Caribbean  Flamingos  gathered  in  one  estuary 


on  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  7 Aug.  This  was 
viewed  as  a healthy  sign  for  the  species’ 
known  population,  which  numbers  approxi- 
mately twice  this  one-day  count. 

A winged  river  of  1117  Ospreys  moved  past 
Amelia  Island,  Nassau  County,  Florida  3 Sep- 
tember; perhaps  even  more  spectacular  were 
the  1005  Swallow-tailed  Kites  at  Lake  Apopka 
5 August.  A single  Swallow-tailed  pho- 
tographed in  Davison  County,  South  Dakota 
provided  the  first  record  for  the  state  since 
1910.  Golden  Eagle  was  described  as  “the  star 
of  the  season”  among  migrant  raptors  in  On- 
tario, with  the  Hawk  Cliff  hawkwatch  totaling 
a record  high  of  151  birds.  Benefiting  from  a 
western  mountain  location,  Alberta’s  Piitais- 
takis-South  Livingstone  Raptor  Count  tallied  a 
mind-boggling  5445  Golden  Eagles,  with  a 
peak  of  437  on  11  October.  Incredibly,  the  sea- 
son’s tally  of  4,644,822  raptors  streaming  past 
census  points  along  Mexico’s  Veracruz  River 
was  the  second-lowest  count  since  2002.  It  is 
hard  to  conceive  of  more  than  four-and-a-half 
million  raptors  being  sub-par.  An  above-aver- 
age 16  Prairie  Falcon  sightings  were  reported 
in  southern  Saskatchewan;  two  birds  each  in 
Manitoba,  Iowa,  and  Missouri  were  notewor- 
thy, while  three  reports  in  Illinois  and  one  in 
Indiana  constituted  a mini-invasion.  An  aston- 
ishing 708  Merlins  were  tallied  passing  the  Illi- 
nois Beach  State  Park  hawkwatch  9 October, 
and  a record  high  count  of  554  passed  the  Con- 
cordia University  hawkwatch  in  Wisconsin  the 
same  day.  A count  of  319  Merlins  at  Robert 
Moses  State  Park  on  Long  Island,  New  York  29 
September  was  a one-day  record  for  that  site, 
while  265  passing  Ontario’s  Hawk  Cliff  sur- 
passed the  prior  seasonal  record  at  this  locale. 

Especially  encouraging  was  a report  of  100 
Red-headed  Woodpeckers  in  southeastern 
Montana;  when  was  the  last  time  we  read  of  a 
triple-digit  concentration  of  this  species  in 
the  West?  A traditional  autumn  roost  of  Barn 
Swallow  in  Oregon’s  Willamette  Valley 
amassed  a half-million  birds  15  September. 
Ten  previously  banded  Kirtland’s  Warblers 
were  recaptured  or  sighted  in  October  and 
November  by  the  research  and  training  pro- 
gram in  the  Bahamas,  and  six  birds  were  new- 
ly banded  on  Eleuthera. 

The  Unexpected,  Part  I: 

Pacific  Coast  and  Interior  West 

An  eye-popping  array  of  Siberian  species  vis- 
ited Alaskan  outposts  in  fall  2007.  Continu- 
ous coverage  of  St.  Paul  Island  and  St. 
Lawrence  Island  between  August  and  early 
October  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  three 
species  new  to  the  North  American  list  this 
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season.  In  addition  to  “birds  without  check- 
list boxes,”  birders  in  western  Alaska  and  the 
Pribilof  and  Aleutian  island  chains  discovered 
strong  and,  in  some  cases,  record  numbers  of 
casual  and  rare  Siberian  migrants.  Thede  To- 
bish  points  out  that  North  Pacific  cyclones’ 
unusual  tracks  created  highly  favorable  con- 
ditions for  both  the  fallout  of  Asian  shore- 
birds  and  “reverse  migrant”  landbirds.  While 
westerly  winds  helped  transport  northeastern 
Siberian  passerines  to  western  Alaska,  easter- 
lies on  the  backside  of  the  cyclonic  rotation 
also  carried  large  numbers  of  mainland  North 
American  passerines  far  to  the  west  of  their 
normal  ranges. 

The  Asian  invasion  opened  with  a Brown 
Shrike  hunting  around  the  Gambell  middens 
22  August.  The  Bering  Sea  islands  hosted  an 
embarrassment  of  Emberiza  riches,  highlight- 
ed by  two  Little  Buntings  on  St.  Paul  Island 
17-18  September  and  29  September  through  1 
October,  the  first  ever  recorded  in  the  Pri- 
bilofs.  An  amazing  10  Littles  were  at  Gam- 
bell — twice  the  previous  total  records  there! 
The  fall  incursion  continued  with  the  discov- 
ery of  North  America’s  first  Brown  Hawk  Owl 
(Ninox  scutulata),  which  showed  up  around 
crab  pots  at  St.  Paul  Island  27  August  through 
3 September.  On  15  September,  an  oddly 
plumaged  emberizid  kicked  up  from  the  fa- 
bled Gambell  middens  proved  to  be  the  first 
Yellow-browed  Bunting  (Emberiza  chr)’SO- 
phrys)  ever  detected  in  North  America.  This 
wide-ranging  eastern  and  central  Palearctic 
species  winters  in  southern  China,  but  va- 
grants have  reached  many  North  Hemisphere 
coastal  migrant  traps.  An  unimposing  brown 
bird  skulking  in  the  Gambell  middens  30  Sep- 
tember was  identified  as  North  America’s  first 
Sedge  Warbler  (Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus) . 
This  seemingly  unlikely  addition  to  the  North 
American  list  now  appears  to  be  just  one  in  a 
long  list  of  species  with  the  potential  to  make 
it  to  Alaska  in  what  has  been  described  as  the 
“reverse  migrant  shadow.”  One  can  only 
imagine  what  other  species  will  make  their 
debut  in  seasons  to  come. 

Gray  Heron  (Ardea  cinerea)  was  finally  ver- 
ified for  Alaska  when  a late  bird  occupied  tbe 
east  end  of  St.  Paul  Island  1-2  October.  Both 
Attu  and  the  Pribilofs  have  earlier  undocu- 
mented sight  records.  Several  additional 
species  augmented  the  outsized  Alaskan  haul 
of  rarities,  including  two  Yellow-browed  War- 
blers, up  to  Jour  Willow  Warblers,  three  Red- 
flanked  Bluetails,  a Pallas’s  Bunting,  and  high 
numbers  of  Gray-streaked  Flycatchers,  Eye- 
browed Thrushes,  and  Rustic  Buntings. 

The  “Sibe”  invasion  was  not  limited  to  the 


Alaskan  impact  zone,  as  a somewhat  pre- 
dictable shock  wave  reached  California.  The 
Golden  State  hosted  three  Eastern  Yellow 
Wagtails,  an  unprecedented  three  Arctic  War- 
blers, and  a Dusky  Warbler.  Single  American 
Pipits  found  separately  in  Southern  California 
14  October  and  1-2  November  were  thought 
to  be  of  the  Asian  subspecies  japonicus.  Thir- 
teen Red-throated  Pipits  were  also  found  in 
California,  though  none  were  reported  from 
Baja  California,  where  they  have  been  some- 
what regular  of  late.  Oddly,  a Rustic  Bunting 
near  the  southern  tip  of  Vancouver  Island  in 
October  was  the  only  Asian  passerine  detect- 
ed between  Alaska  and  central  California. 

For  the  first  time  since  1988,  Northern  Cal- 
ifornia recorded  three  state  firsts.  Two  of  these 
were  of  Old  World  origin.  A Common 
Rosefinch,  never  before  documented  in  North 
American  outside  of  Alaska,  was  banded  and 
extensively  photographed  on  Southeast  Faral- 
lon  Island  23  September.  On  the  heels  of  a tan- 
talizing but  undocumented  report  in  Marin 
County  five  days  earlier,  California’s  first  Swal- 
low-tailed Kite  was  photographed  in  neigh- 
boring Sonoma  County  4 October.  Finally,  a 
Eurasian  Kestrel,  only  the  third  West  Coast 
record  south  of  Alaska,  was  trapped,  banded, 
and  released  at  the  Marin  Headlands  23  Octo- 
ber. Pointing  strongly  to  natural  origin,  all 
three  of  those  kestrels  were  immature.  Com- 
plementing the  Common  Rosefinch  at  South- 
east Earallon  Island  was  a northerly  Grace’s 
Warbler,  one  of  four  potential  first  records  for 
“The  Rock”  documented  in  fall  2007. 

Southern  California  and  the  Baja  California 
Peninsula  had  a similarly  good  season.  A 
Townsend’s  Shearwater  of  the  Hawaiian  sub- 
species newelli  (Newell’s  Shearwater)  caught 
in  San  Diego  County  was  the  first  to  be 
recorded  in  North  America.  A Cory’s  Shear- 
water off  San  Diego  was  the  first  to  be  detect- 
ed in  Southern  California  waters  but  may  be 
the  same  prospector  that  has  visited  the  near- 
by Isla  Los  Coronados,  just  south  of  the  in- 
ternational border,  since  2005.  Also  of  inter- 
est was  a Red-billed  Tropiebird  potentially 
prospecting  for  a nesting  site  at  the  Corona- 
dos 22  August.  These  individuals  follow  on 
the  heels  of  a recent  colonization  of  the  is- 
lands by  Brown  Booby.  California’s  first  pho- 
tographically documented  Bridled  Tern  was  at 
Camp  Pendleton,  San  Diego  County — leaving 
White-collared  Swift  and  White-winged 
Crossbill  as  the  only  species  accepted  to  the 
California  Main  List  that  still  lack  either  pho- 
tographic or  specimen  evidence. 

The  Davis  Mountains/Big  Bend  region  of 
Texas  was  a hotbed  of  birding  intrigue  in  fall 


2007.  Termed  “the  bird  of  the  season,  and  of 
many  a year”  was  the  state’s  first  Fan-tailed 
Warbler,  found  13  August  in  Big  Bend’s  Pine 
Canyon.  The  bird  then  underwent  a post-juve- 
nal  molt,  changing  in  appearance  during  the 
balance  of  its  six-week  stay.  Birders  seeking  the 
warbler  also  found  two  Northern  Pygmy-Owls, 
only  the  third  occurrence  of  the  species  in  the 
state.  Two  Red-faced  Warblers  were  found  in 
the  Big  Bend,  and  an  astounding  15  White- 
eared Hummingbirds  were  believed  present  at 
one  site  in  the  Davis  Mountains.  A Crescent- 
chested Warbler  found  in  Madera  Canyon  in 
late  October  furnished  only  the  second  late 
fall/winter  record  for  Arizona  and  the  United 
States.  Also  in  Arizona,  three  or  four  Short- 
tailed Hawks,  an  Eared  Quetzal,  at  least  three 
Rufous-backed  Robins,  and  an  Aztec  Thrush 
were  observed  at  various  times  and  places. 

Finally,  it  was  also  a spectacular  season  for 
rarities  in  the  Great  Basin.  The  Utah  list  grew 
by  at  least  four  accepted  species  with  the  ad- 
dition of  Neotropic  Cormorant,  Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper,  Cape  May  Warbler,  and  Pine  War- 
bler; the  reports  of  three  more  possible  state 
firsts  are  under  review.  Among  many  notable 
sightings  reported,  Nevada  added  Little  Gull 
to  the  state  list. 

The  Unexpected,  Part  W: 

East  of  the  West 

The  rarity  bonanza  was  by  no  means  limited 
to  the  West,  as  the  fall  2007  season  furnished 
a myriad  of  first  state,  provincial,  and  even 
national  records  across  the  continent.  Among 
the  most  celebrated  was  the  Green-breasted 
Mango  that  appeared  18  September  just  out- 
side Beloit,  Wisconsin.  This  waif  was  the  first 
of  its  kind  north  of  Texas  and  North  Carolina 
and  was  enjoyed  by  more  than  800  birders 
over  a six-week  period.  Finally,  it  was  cap- 
tured, rehabilitated,  and  transferred  to  the 
Brookfield  Zoo  in  Chicago.  Though  seen  by 
far  fewer,  the  subadult  Jabiru  in  Sunflower 
County,  Mississippi  24-27  August  (thus  over- 
lapping one  day  in  the  United  States  with  the 
Brown  Hawk  Owl)  was  arguably  rarer  still 
(Figures  2,  3). 

We  will  consider  the  roster  of  other  rarities 
in  roughly  phylogentic  procession.  A Pink- 
footed Goose  on  Long  Island  furnished  a first 
official  record  for  New  York;  records  for  the 
East  extend  back  almost  60  years,  of  course, 
but  questions  of  provenance  are  usually 
raised.  A juvenile  Bean  Goose  of  unknown 
species  (Taiga  or  Tundra?)  was  reported  at 
Cold  Lake,  Alberta;  either  species  would  be 
new  for  the  Prairie  Provinces  region.  A Smew 
noted  in  Sheridan  County  would  be  an  addi- 
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tion  to  the  North  Dakota  list.  Offshore,  August 
pelagic  trips  to  Hydrographer  Canyon  south- 
east of  Nantucket  Island,  Massachusetts  were 
exceptionally  productive  this  season.  New 
England’s  first  Little  Shearwater,  observed 
over  the  canyon  on  25  August,  was  identified 
as  the  subspecies  bawli.  This  taxon,  which 
breeds  in  the  Azores,  on  Madeira  Island,  and 
in  the  Canary  Islands,  is  sometimes  treated  as 
a distinct  species,  Macaronesian  Shearwater. 
The  same  trip  also  found  a Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel,  while  an  earlier  cruise 
found  numerous  Audubon’s  Shearwaters 
and  a White-faced  Storm-Petrel.  Ex- 
tralimital  frigatebirds,  in  addition  to 
those  mentioned  above,  included  a fe- 
male Magnificent  Erigatebird  at  Spirit 
Lake,  Iowa  that  crossed  into  Minnesota 
airspace,  resulting  in  the  latter  state’s  first 
unequivocal  record,  and  several  in  Vir- 
ginia. 

Plovers  made  news  in  multiple  states. 
Illinois’s  first  Wilson’s  Plover  was  quite 
cooperative,  spending  eight  days  at 
Chicago’s  Rainbow  Park.  A Mountain 
Plover  was  new  for  South  Carolina  (East 
Coast  records  otherwise  come  only  from 
Virginia  and  Massachusetts),  as  was  a Pa- 
cific Golden-Plover  in  Rhode  Island.  A 
Long-tailed  Jaeger  at  Salt  Plains  was  Ok- 
lahoma’s first.  lowans  enjoyed  their 
state’s  first  Black-tailed  Gull,  while  a No- 
vember Ross’s  Gull  gave  British  Colum- 
bia its  second  record,  nearly  41  years  to 
the  day  after  the  first.  Nebraska  birders 
detected  their  first  Royal  Tern,  a mori- 
bund bird  later  found  dead  and  salvaged 
for  the  state  museum. 

As  we’ve  come  to  expect,  there  were 
many  reports  of  doves  far  out  of  range. 
Connecticut’s  first  Common  Ground- 
Dove  highlighted  East  Coast  reports, 
while  Minnesota’s  first  Inca  Dove  head- 
lined in  the  Midwest.  (A  side  note:  Rud- 
dy Ground-Dove  appears  to  be  the  only 
recently  expanding  dove  or  pigeon 
whose  northwesterly  push  has  stalled: 
numbers  in  Arizona  remained  low,  and  only 
one  bird  was  reported  in  Southern  California; 
the  population  that  seemed  to  have  gained  a 
foothold  around  Calipatria  is  apparently 
gone.)  White-winged  Doves  were  mentioned 
in  every  reporting  region  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  including  one  that  reached  south- 
eastern Alaska,  that  state’s  second.  Alaska’s 
committee  is  also  engaged  in  the  somewhat 
less  glamorous  evaluation  of  the  state’s  first 
records  of  Eurasian  Collared-Dove. 

A marvelous  Lesser  Nighthawk  was  well 


studied  at  the  Cape  May  hawkwatch  in  late 
November,  yielding  the  first  record  for  New 
Jersey  and  the  northeasternmost  ever.  The 
Brown  Hawk  Owl  was  not  the  only  offshore 
owl  in  the  news.  Two  Flammulated  Owls  in 
Louisiana  doubled  the  number  of  acceptable 
records  for  that  state;  one  was  discovered  and 
photographed  by  a curious  worker  as  it  roost- 
ed on  an  oil  platform  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
(Figure  9).  With  the  overall  population  of  Bur- 
rowing Owl  increasingly  fragmented  and 


threatened  by  development,  it  is  nice  to  learn 
that  the  species  may  be  staging  a modest  come- 
back near  the  northeastern  edge  of  its  range  in 
western  Minnesota.  A signature  boreal  breed- 
ing species,  nesting  Northern  Hawk  Owls  with 
young  near  the  Canadian  border  in  the  North 
Cascades  of  Okanogan  County,  Washington,  in 
late  August  and  early  September  seemed  to 
buck  the  global  warming  trend  and  gave  the 
state  only  its  second  breeding  record.  Utah’s 
fourth  Boreal  Owl  and  a southerly  breeding 
record  for  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  in  Nevada 


were  highlights  in  the  Great  Basin. 

As  has  now  become  expected,  if  still  star- 
tling when  it  happens,  several  truly  tropical 
hummingbirds  were  far  from  normal  haunts. 
A Green-breasted  Mango  was  new  for  Georgia, 
and  North  Carolina  (finally?)  recorded  its  first 
Buff-bellied  Hummingbird.  Maine’s  premiere 
Green  Violet-ear,  New  England’s  first,  must 
have  looked  quite  out  of  place  among  a swarm 
of  15  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds.  Fall  fly- 
catchers did  not  make  the  splash  of  the  au- 
tumn 2006  season,  but  Colorado  had 
several  subtleties — a Brown-crested  Fly- 
catcher and  a Pacific-slope  Flycatcher — 
whereas  a Cassin’s  Kingbird  at  Montauk 
was  the  first  for  New  York.  That  state’s  six 
Ash-throated  Flycatchers  on  Long  Island 
and  Staten  Island  16-30  November  and 
New  Jersey’s  five  17-25  November  and 
into  December  were  part  of  a decades- 
long  vagrancy  pattern  to  the  East  Coast  at 
this  time  of  year.  Increasing  numbers  of 
Ash-throated  Flycatchers  recorded  on 
Breeding  Bird  Surveys  in  the  Southwest 
may  be  one  reason  for  this  phenomenon. 
A Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was  added  to 
Iowa’s  list,  while  a Piratic  Flycatcher 
found  dead  in  Harris  County  28  Septem- 
ber provided  the  first  for  the  Upper  Texas 
Coast  and  the  fourth  for  the  state. 

Bell’s  Vireos  in  Rhode  Island,  Mon- 
tana, and  Washington  would  all  be  state 
firsts,  while  North  Carolina  observers  lo- 
cated their  state’s  second;  are  popula- 
tions of  this  species  expanding,  or  are 
subtle  vagrants  more  often  detected?  A 
well-described  Gray-cheeked  Thrush 
will  likely  put  this  species  on  Idaho’s 
state  list.  An  immaculate  male  Yellow 
Grosbeak  at  Big  Cypress  National  Pre- 
serve, Florida  showed  no  signs  of  captiv- 
ity and  would  be  a state  first  if  accepted 
but  will  likely  be  treated  as  a probable 
exotic.  And  last  but  never  least,, 
Caribbean  islands  hosted  firsts:  a South- 
ern Lapwing  graced  Grenada,  a Warbling 
Vireo  visited  the  Bahamas,  and  Guade- 
loupe yielded  a Gray  Heron  plus  Blackburn- 
ian and  Connecticut  Warblers. 

Motives  and  motivations 

“And  don’t  speak  too  soon 
For  the  wheel’s  still  in  spin 
And  there’s  no  tellin’  who 
That  it’s  namin’. 

For  the  loser  now 

Will  be  later  to  win 

For  the  times  they  are  a-changin’” 


Figure  9.  Photographed  4 November  2007,  this  Flammulated  Owl  roosting  about 
1 37  kilometers  southeast  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River  was  the  second  to 
be  found  on  the  Cajun  Express,  an  oil  rig  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  off  Louisiana  and 
represented  just  the  fourth  well-documented  state  record.  Trans-Gulf  movements 
would  seem  abnormal  in  this  strictly  nocturnal  species,  but  other  nightbirds,  such 
as  Chuck-will's-widow,  routinely  cross  the  Gulf.  More  monitoring  on  these  facilities 
and  elsewhere  will  perhaps  provide  more  clues  as  to  the  migration  paths  in  this 
retiring  species,  but  offshore  observers  of  birds  are  still  relatively  few.  This  image 
was  emailed  to  the  journal's  editor  by  the  Captain  of  the  rig,  Nathan  Webster,  who 
happens  to  be  the  editor's  brother-in-law.  Photograph  by  Buddy  Horton. 
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As  we  advance  in  years,  and  hopefully  in  cir- 
cumspection, our  fascination  with  the  “firsts” 
in  our  regions  changes,  from  the  youthful  thrill 
of  seeing  one’s  name  in  lights  (whether  in  the 
old  journal  or  on  an  Internet  blog)  in  associa- 
tion with  a rare  bird  to  the  less-adrenal  appre- 
ciation of  seeing  the  fruits  of  everyone’s  birding 
come  together  into  a single  tapestry,  a single 
text,  the  sum  of  which  exceeds,  almost  every 
season,  our  imaginings.  One’s  own  contribu- 
tions to  the  history  of  birding,  and  bird  distri- 
bution, seem  less  relevant  than  the  fact  of  par- 
ticipation, of  self-inclusion  and  increasing  eru- 
dition and  wonder,  that  draws  us  together,  in 
all  sorts  of  media.  In  recommitting  ourselves  to 
accuracy  in  our  held  work,  to  dutiful  reporting 
to  our  regional  editors  and  state  committees 
and  online  repositories,  and  to  generous  men- 
toring of  beginning  birders,  we  cannot  help  but 
forge  a stronger,  friendlier,  and  more  fascinat- 
ing community  of  observers,  one  that  wel- 
comes millions  more  into  its  ranks  to  deepen 
our  understanding  of  birds  and  one  another. 
However  we  write  the  history  of  what  we  see 
and  do,  whether  in  electronic  archives  or  print 
journals  or  in  some  combination,  our  attention 
to  detail  and  to  numbers  does  matter,  both  for 
conservation  in  the  here-and-now  and  for  the 
generations  that  come  after  us,  who  will,  in- 
evitably, experience  an  avian  environment  far, 
far  different  from  the  one  we  inhabit  now  and 
who  may  marvel  at  the  things  we  have  seen. 
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The  Friends  of 
North  Amerkan  Birds 

Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  our  donors,  the  Friends  of  North  American 
Birds  Fund  is  thriving  in  its  fifth  year,  with  donations  in  2007  matching 
those  of  2006.  The  Fund  continues  to  underwrite  the  expanded  color 
sections  of  the  journal,  as  well  as  other  small  changes,  such  as  a printed 
spine,  so  that  issues  can  be  identified  while  on  the  shelf.  We  thank  our 
Friends  for  their  contributions  and  all  subscribers  for  their  patience,  as 
we  work  out  of  our  arrears. 
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currently  in  Georgia  and  Mark  has  birded  more  in  Texas  than  Virginia, 
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all  the  abundant  free  time  we  imagine  he’ll  have  now,  and  we  expect  to 
read  about  all  the  great  birds  he  finds  in  the  columns  to  come!  How  do 
you  properly  thank  someone  for  a decade  and  a half  of  service  to  the 
journal?  (if  you’re  birding  North  Carolina  and  find  a Large-billed  Tern, 
make  sure  you  have  Ricky  on  speed-dial!)  His  successor,  Ken  Blanken- 
ship, is  the  creator  of  the  Georgia  Online  Birding  Guide  <www. 
wingsoverga.corn>.  He  has  birded  extensively  across  the  state  of  Georgia 
and  has  written  many  in-depth  descriptions  of  birding  hotspots  in  all  the 
state’s  regions  from  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  to  the  coast,  with  a special 
interest  in  breeding  birds  of  the  southern  Appalachians.  Ken  is  the  com- 
piler of  the  popular  “From  the  Field”  seasonal  sightings  summary  for  the 
Georgia  Ornithological  Society’s  journal  The  Oriole.  Let’s  give  him  a big 
welcome  and  plenty  of  support  as  he  takes  on  the  editing  of  a fascinating 
and  bird-rich  region. 

Commendatio,  errata,  et  cetera 

Recommended  reading:  the  Changing  Seasons  essay  in  this  issue.  Yes,  we 
recommend  that  readers  always  engage  this  essay,  which  digests  the  re- 
gional reports  and  comments  on  trends  large  and  small.  But  in  the  cur- 
rent essay,  David  Irons  and  David  Fix,  birding  buddies  who  have  grown 
up  with  the  journal,  sent  a questionnaire  to  all  the  Regional  Editors,  to 
ask  them  about  how  they  treat  records  of  birds  in  the  Internet  age.  The 
responses  they  received  were  surprising,  often  heartening:  the  dreaded 
rift  between  the  “print  generation”  and  “cyber  generation”  is  not  as  broad 
as  some  have  forecast,  and  our  editors  are  adapting  rapidly  to  new  re- 
porting regimes.  The  larger  question  naturally  remains:  as  the  journal 
moves  forward  into  the  era  paperless  publication' — ^surely  an  inevitable 
trend — what  will  its  role  be  as  “repository”  of  records,  if  any  at  all?  There 
is  much  food  for  thought  in  this  essay,  and  much  optimism  on  the  jour- 
nal’s behalf.  One  may  consider  the  essay  an  overdue  discussion,  but  it  is 
one  whose  largest  questions  are  very  much  open  ones. 

We  offer  apologies  to  Richard  Webster,  whose  photographs  of  the  adult 
and  fledgling  Crescent-chested  Warblers  from  Arizona  (North  American 
Birds  61:  668)  had  incomplete  data;  the  images  were  taken  16  July  2007. 

We  are  still  several  months  behind  in  production  of  the  journal  but 
will  be  caught  up  by  the  end  of  2008. 
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Weather  across  the  Region  was  rela- 
tively normal,  with  prevailing 
southwesterly  winds.  There  were 
good  numbers  of  annual  rarities  such  as 
southern  warblers  and  western  sparrows.  The 
overall  list  of  vagrants  was  about  on  par,  with 
Barnacle  Goose,  an  unidentified  frigatebird. 
Little  Egret,  Rufous  Hummingbird,  Violet- 
green  Swallow,  and  Bullocks  Oriole  in  Nova 
Scotia.  Another  Bullock’s  Oriole  was  in  Prince 
Edward  Island.  Newfoundland’s  highlights 
were  a Northern  Lapwing  and  Common 
Ringed  Plover.  There  was  a significant  move- 
ment of  most  finches,  Bohemian  Waxwings, 
and  Northern  Shrikes.  Reporting  was  good 
from  Nova  Scotia,  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon,  and 
Newfoundland  but  poor  from  New 
Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island. 

Abbreviations:  G.M.l.  (Grand  Manan  L); 
H.R.M.  (Halifax  Regional  Municipality);  NF 
(the  island  of  Newfoundland). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

It  was  a good  fall  for  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese,  with  an  ad.  at  Castalia  Marsh,  G.M.L, 
NB  20-22  Sep  (Peter  Pearce),  one  at  Saints 
Rest  Marsh,  NB  30  Nov  (MC),  one  at  Truro, 
NS  15  Oct-23  Nov  (ED,  FL  et  al),  and  2 near 
Plum  Point,  NF  in  late  Oct  (shot;  jide  BMt). 
The  flight  of  Snow  Geese  in  the  Region  was 
poor,  with  a total  of  8 from  Nova  Scotia  (fide 
John  Belbin).  Brant  has  a narrow  corridor  of 
migration  in  the  Region,  passing  mostly 
through  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  One  shot  in  late 
Oct  at  Frenchman’s  Cove,  Burin  Pen.  had 
been  banded  as  a gosling  on  8 Aug  2007  on 
Bathurst  L,  Nunavut  (fide  BMt).  This  popula- 
tion of  Brant  migrates  to  wintering  grounds  in 
Ireland.  A Barnacle  Goose  was  located  in  a 


flock  of  Canada  Geese,  2 Cackling  Geese,  and 
the  above-mentioned  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  at  Truro,  NS  16  Oct-1  Nov  (ED,  FL  et 
al).  Totals  of  Eurasian  Wigeon  were  6 in 
Nova  Scotia,  5 in  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon,  and 
10  in  Newfoundland.  All  the  reported  Tufted 
Ducks  were  from  St.  John’s,  with  an  early 
male  on  24  Sep  followed  by  the  typical  arrival 
of  a dozen  or  so  at  the  end  of  Oct  (BMt  et  al.). 
A male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  at  Grand  Bara- 
chois,  SPM  14-16  Nov  was  probably  last  year’s 
bird  returning  (LJ).  Impressive  counts  of 
Hooded  Merganser,  a scarce  bird  in  the  Re- 
gion 25  years  ago,  were  185  at  Haliburton 
Gut,  Pictou,  NS  10  Nov  and  140  at  Lyons 
Brook,  Pictou  NS  17  Nov  (KM). 

A Yellow-nosed  Albatross  apparently  flew 
over  a whale  research  vessel  well  s.  of  Liver- 
pool, NS  26  May  (details  pending;  Sarah 
Wong).  Single  Cory’s  Shearwaters  were  report- 
ed at  Roseway  Basin,  off  sw.  Nova  Scotia  13  Sep 
(IM)  and  Chebucto  Head,  NS  16  Sep  (MK).  A 
frigatebird  of  unknown  species  was  observed 
at  Rainbow  Haven,  Halifax,  NS  after  the  pas- 
sage of  Tropical  Storm  Noel  4 Nov  (TP). 

A Little  Egret  was  a nice  find  at  Three 
Fathom  Harbour,  H.R.M. , NS  18-25  Aug  (FL, 
MK  et  al).  Labrador’s  first  Cattle  Egret  was  at 
Northwest  River  23-28  Oct  (fide  BMt).  South- 
ern herons  seemed  to  be  in  low  numbers 
rather  than  just  under-reported.  Nova  Scotia 
reported  totals  of  8 Great  Egrets,  one  Snowy 
Egret,  2 Little  Blue  Herons,  3 Cattle  Egrets, 
and  one  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron.  St. 
Pierre  et  Miquelon  and  Newfoundland  each 
had  2 imm.  Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons. 

VULTURES  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

There  were  3 Black  Vultures  in  Nova  Scotia:  at 
Cherryfield,  Annapolis  15  Aug  Qariice  Wil- 
son), at  Chester,  Lunenburg  5 Sep  (Howard 
Allen),  and  at  Little  Dover,  Guysborough  1-28 
Nov  (Terry  Crowell).  Top  counts  of  Turkey 
Vulture  in  Nova  Scotia  were  30  at  Cape 
Forchu  22  Oct  (fide  UH)  and  50  at  Brier  1.  29 
Oct  (EM).  The  highest  counts  of  Broad- 
winged  Hawk  in  the  Region  were  from  Brier 
L,  NS,  with  counts  of  300  on  18  Sep  (CH)  and 
500  on  29  Sep  (EM  et  al).  An  imm.  Red- 
tailed Hawk  at  Cape  Race  9 Oct  was  a rarity 
for  insular  Newfoundland  (DS  et  al).  In  Nova 
Scotia,  a Sandhill  Crane  was  at  Brier  1.  13-14 
Sep  (CH)  and  another  at  Beaconfield,  An- 
napolis 29  Nov  (Murray  Freeman). 

A Northern  Lapwing,  a species  nearly  an- 
nual in  Newfoundland  in  late  fall,  was  at  Cape 
Race  10-18  Nov  (KK,  BMt,  JWe  et  al).  An  ad. 
Common  Ringed  Plover  was  well  pho- 
tographed at  Renews,  NF  9 Sep,  making  this 
the  3rd  consecutive  fall  the  species  has  been 
found  on  the  se.  Avalon  Pen.  (KK,  JWe).  An 


American  Avocet  was  at  Brier  L,  NS  9-22  Aug 
(EM  et  al).  There  were  5 Willets  reported  in 
Nova  Scotia,  all  between  22  Oct  and  7 Nov 
(fide  SM),  apparently  all  inomata.  Single  Mar- 
bled Godwits  were  at  Caribou  L,  NS  2-8  Sep 
(KM  et  al.)  and  Three  Fathom  Harbour,  NS  5- 
13  Sep  (SM  et  al).  A concentration  of  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers  estimated  at  50,000  was 
at  Evangeline  Beach,  NS  8 Aug  (BMy).  Details 
were  provided  for  single  Western  Sandpipers 
at  Taylor  Head,  NS  30  Sep  (HT)  and  Cherry 
Hill  Beach,  NS  7 Nov  QH).  It  was  a good  fall 
for  Baird’s  Sandpiper,  with  minimum  totals  of 

27  in  Nova  Scotia  and  10  in  Newfoundland. 
There  was  an  average  total  of  8 Stilt  Sand- 
pipers in  Nova  Scotia,  with  an  above-average  5 
in  Newfoundland  and  another  at  St.  Pierre. 
Dunlin  was  noted  in  well-above-average  num- 
bers in  Nova  Scotia,  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon, 
and  Newfoundland.  It  was  also  a very  good 
year  for  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  with  a least 

28  in  Nova  Scotia  and  25  in  Newfoundland.  A 
female  Ruff  was  at  Three  Fathom  Harbour  5 
Aug-6  Sep  (SM  et  al).  Three  Long-billed 
Dowitchers  were  identified  at  Cape  Sable  L, 
NS  6-7  Oct  (FL  et  al).  There  were  3 Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  in  both  Nova  Scotia  and  New- 
foundland. Up  to  10,000  Red  Phalaropes  were 
observed  from  whale  tour  boats  off  Brier  L,  NS 
through  Sep  (EM  et  al). 

SKUAS  THROUGH  AUKS 

Single  unidentified  skuas  from  Nova  Scotia 
were  at  Brier  1.  27  Aug  (fide  EM)  and  Duncans 
Cove  27  Oct  (BMy,  HT).  Laughing  Gulls  were 
present  in  normal  numbers,  with  6 in  Nova 
Scotia  and  2 in  Newfoundland.  Single  Little 
Gulls  were  noted,  an  ad.  at  Glace  Bay,  NS  29 
Jul  (fide  SM)  and  a second-cycle  bird  at  Con- 
rads Beach,  NS  18  Aug-14  Sep  (MK  et  al). 
There  was  a high  count  of  1500  Bonaparte’s 
Gulls  at  Odgens  Pond,  Antigonish,  NS  24  Nov 
(BMy,  IM).  An  early  ad.  Mew  Gull  was  pho- 
tographed at  Bellevue  Beach,  NF  13  Sep 
(BMt).  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  continues  to 
increase  every  year.  There  was  a new  maxi- 
mum high  day  count  of  24  on  farm  fields  near 
St.  John’s,  NF  21  Oct  (BMt).  An  ad.  Yellow- 
legged Gull  first  noted  on  23  Nov  at  St.John’s 
was  probably  a returning  wintering  individual 
(BMt  et  al).  The  only  Sabine’s  Gull  reported 
was  an  imm.  at  Portugal  Cove  South  16  Sep 
(DS).  There  were  three  sightings  of  Black 
Tern,  with  4 at  the  w.  tip  of  Sable  L,  NS  29 
Aug  (ZL),  one  Big  I.,  Pictou,  NS  (ED),  and  one 
Renews,  NF  16  Aug  (BMt,  KK).  A storm-in- 
duced flight  of  alcids  streaming  southward 
past  Cape  Spear  3 Nov  including  10,000 
Dovekies,  3000  Thick-billed  Murres,  1200 
Common  Murres,  and  700  Razorbills  in  a 
three-hour  period  (BMt). 
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D0¥B  THROUGH  WAXWi^GS 

Surprisingly,  no  White-winged  Doves  turned 
up  this  season.  It  was  a big  year  for  Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo  in  Nova  Scotia,  with  80-t  birds 
reported.  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  and  New- 
foundland had  a comparatively  paltry  half 
dozen  each.  A Common  Nighthawk  was  far  n. 
at  Plum  Pt.,  NF  21  Sep  GO-  An  imm.  male 
Rufous  Hummingbird  was  at  White  Pt.,  NS  3- 
5 Oct  for  about  10th  provincial  record  (Mar- 
garet Millard,  EM  et  al.).  The  only  Red-head- 
ed Woodpecker  was  at  Onslow,  NS  26-27  Oct 
(FL  et  al.).  There  were  6 Red-bellied  Wood- 
peckers in  Nova  Scotia  between  4 Oct  and  16 
Nov  (fide  Dorothy  Poole).  Out-of-range  Yel- 
low-bellied Sapsuckers  were  individuals  at 
Langlade,  SPM  23  Oct  (LJ)  and  Plum  Pt.,  NF 
7 Oct  OG). 

A late  and  rare  pewee  at  St.  John’s,  NF  20 
Oct  uttered  some  intriguing  calls  but  was  not 
positively  identified  to  species  (DB  et  al.).  A 
Say’s  Phoebe  was  photographed  at  Lorneville, 
NB  27  Aug  (MC  et  al.),  and  another  was  with 
2 Western  Kingbirds  at  Canso  Town  18  Sep 
(TK).  There  were  about  8 Western  Kingbirds 
in  Nova  Scotia,  one  in  Prince  Edward  Island, 
and  2 in  Newfoundland,  including  one  pho- 
tographed as  far  n.  as  St.  Anthony  in  early 
Nov.  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  enjoyed 
by  many  during  the  last  half  of  Nov  at  Fundy 
N.P.,  NB  (^de  JWi).  Another  was  North  River, 
PEI  7 Aug  (Elwood  Coakes).  It  was  a good  fall 
for  Northern  Shrike  across  the  Region.  There 
were  above-average  numbers  of  White-eyed 
Vireos  reported  in  New  Brunswick,  with  at 
least  7 in  Nova  Scotia  10  Sep-11  Oct,  while 
one  Cameron  1.,  PEI  10  Oct  was  a provincial 
first  (David  Seeler).  The  only  Yellow-throated 
"Vireo  was  one  at  Cape  Sable  1.,  NS  1 Oct 
(MN).  Two  Warbling  Vireos  were  well  e.  of 
their  range  at  Bear  Cove  Pt.,  NF  14  Sep  (DB). 
A Violet-green  Swallow  was  reported  with 
details  at  Wagners  Beach,  H.R.M.,  NS  30  Aug 
(BMy,  Peter  Bourne).  This  represents  one  of  a 
very  few  Regional  sightings.  The  highest 
counts  of  Cliff  Swallows  were  typically  from 
the  se.  extremity  of  the  Region  at  Cape  Race, 
NF,  with  26  on  30  Sep  and  10  on  7 Oct  (BMt 
et  al.).  A Carolina  Wren  was  well  e.  at  Glace 
Bay,  NS  16  Nov  (fide  HT).  There  were  10 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  in  Nova  Scotia  but 
none  in  Newfoundland,  where  it  used  to  be 
an  annual  fall  vagrant.  It  was  back  to  normal 
numbers  of  Northern  Wheatears  after  last 
fall’s  high  numbers,  with  singles  at  Brier  I.,  NS 
30  Sep  (EM,  IM  et  al.),  St.  John’s,  NF  25  Sep 
(Otto  Warren),  and  Cape  Race,  NF  27  Oct-10 
Nov  (BMt,  PL  et  al.).  A Brown  Thrasher  was  a 
rare  at  Trepassey,  NF  27  Oct  (BMt). 

An  impressive  movement  of  Bohemian 
Waxwings  was  noted.  Flocks  of  100+  hit 
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Nova  Scotia  by  late  Oct.  There  were  many  re- 
ports during  Nov  in  Nova  Scotia,  but  nothing 
matched  the  10,000  estimated  observed  mov- 
ing northward  in  flocks  of  100-500  in  the 
Donkin  area  of  e.  Cape  Breton  I.  13  Nov  (CM, 
AM).  Small  flocks  arrived  in  Newfoundland 
during  Nov,  with  several  flocks  of  1000  by 
late  Nov.  This  was  all  a prelude  to  a climax  in- 
volving tens  of  thousands  on  Avalon  Peninsu- 
la in  Jan. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

It  was  a fairly  good  season  for  the  hunters  of 
rare  southern  warblers.  There  were  3 Blue- 
winged Warblers  in  Nova  Scotia  2-24  Sep, 
while  Newfoundland  had  one  at  Bear  Cove  Pt. 
15  Sep  (m.ob.).  Nova  Scotia  also  had  totals  of 
6 Yellow-throated  Warblers,  4 during  Sep;  at 
least  22  Prairie  Warblers;  one  Cerulean  War- 
bler 12  Sep  on  Bon  Portage  1.  (fide  KM);  single 
Prothonotary  Warblers  at  Bon  Portage  I.  14 
Sep  (fide  KM),  at  Canso  9 Oct  (TK),  and  at 
Glace  Bay  6 Nov  (fide  KM);  a Worm-eating 
Warbler  19  Sep  at  Halifax  (Kier  GigerofO;  a 
high  total  of  7 Hooded  Warblers  2 Sep-21  Oct 
(m.ob.);  and  a minimum  of  31  Yellow-breasted 
Chats.  Newfoundland  had  a Kentucky  Warbler 
14  Sep,  a Hooded  Warbler  15  Sep,  and  a Pro- 
thonotary Warbler  17  Sep,  all  at  Bear  Cove  Pt. 
(DB  et  al.);  there  were  provincial  totals  of  13 
Prairie  Warblers,  2 Pine  Warblers,  and  4 Yel- 
low-breasted Chats.  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  had 
a Prairie  Warbler  21  Sep  and  the  islands’  2nd 
Pine  Warbler  25-26  Nov  (fide  RE). 

The  only  Summer  Tanager  reported  was  at 
McNabs  1.,  Halifax  (Cheryl  Davis).  Labrador’s 
first  Eastern  Towhee  was  a male  at  a Goose 
Bay  feeder  23  Nov+  (Mike  Barnes,  m.ob.).  A 
Chipping  Sparrow  well  documented  at  a feed- 
er in  Labrador  West  arrived  on  23  Nov  and  at- 
tempted to  winter  (Lome  Slaney).  Clay-col- 
ored Sparrows  showed  up  in  good  numbers. 
Nova  Scotia  had  at  least  15,  with  over  half  at 
Canso  (TK).  There  were  3 at  Cape  Race,  NF, 
while  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  had  its  2nd  record 
18  Nov  (PA)  and  Prince  Edward  Island  its  4th 
at  Savage  Harbour  24  Sep  (Don  McNeill). 
There  were  high  numbers  of  Lark  Sparrows  re- 
ported, with  11  in  Nova  Scotia,  5 in  New- 
foundland, and  4 in  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon.  By 
contrast,  Grasshopper  Sparrows  were  found  in 
rather  low  or  near-normal  numbers,  with  2 in 
Nova  Scotia  and  one  at  Cape  Race,  NF  26 
Oct-11  Nov  (DS  et  al).  There  were  10  Blue 
Grosbeaks  reported  from  widely  separated  lo- 
cations in  Nova  Scotia,  including  2 on  Sable  I. 
21  Sep-8  Oct  (ZL).  Dickcissels  were  reported 
in  average  numbers,  with  7 in  Nova  Scotia  and 
6 in  Newfoundland. 

Single  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  were  at 
Second  Pen.,  Lunenburg,  NS  19  Oct  (G.  Rho- 
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denizer),  Canso,  NS  22  Oct  (TK),  and  on  a 
vessel  100  km  e.  of  St.  Anthony  12  Aug  (fide 
BMy).  A Brewer’s  Blackbird  at  Miscou  I.,  NB 
19-30  Nov  furnished  only  the  2nd  document- 
ed record  for  the  province  (/ideJWi).  An  imm. 
male  Bullock’s  Oriole  was  at  Ton  Kavanagh’s 
Canso  feeder  30  Oct-30  Nov,  and  a female 
was  at  feeders  at  Stratford,  PEI  28-30  Nov 
(Jim  Crombie,  Dwaine  Oakley).  Both  birds 
were  photographed,  making  them  among  the 
few  fully  documented  in  the  Region. 

There  were  big  numbers  of  most  finch 
species  across  the  Region.  Large  numbers  of 
Pine  Grosbeaks  were  noted  during  Nov  in 
New  Brunswick,  with  a high  proportion  of  ad. 


males  (Stuart  Tingley).  White-winged  Cross- 
bills were  very  abundant  in  e.  Newfoundland. 
A sudden  and  massive  movement  of  Common 
Redpolls  was  noted  on  the  Avalon  Pen.,  NF, 
and  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  beginning  26  Oct. 
Five  thousand  were  estimated  flying  west- 
ward past  Portugal  Cove  South  that  day  (DS). 
Redpolls  were  common  Regionwide  during 
Nov,  with  a few  Hoary  Redpolls  also  reported. 
Pine  Siskin,  Purple  Finch,  Evening  Grosbeak 
were  all  noted  in  good  numbers  at  various  lo- 
cations across  the  Region. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face); Pascal  Asselin,  Dave  Brown,  merv 


Cormier,  Roger  Etclieberry,  Elizabeth  Doull, 
John  Gibbons,  Carl  Haycock,  James  Hirtle, 
Ulli  Hogar,  Laurent  Jackman,  Tom  Ka- 
vanaugh,  Michael  King,  Ken  Knowles,  Fulton 
Lavender,  Paul  Linegar,  Zoe  Lucas,  Brace 
Mactavish  (BMt),  Blake  Maybank  (BMy), 
Ken  McKenna,  Ian  McLaren,  Eric  Mills, 
Cathy  & Allan  Murrant,  Susan  Myers,  Terry 
Pacquet,  Murray  Newell,  Dave  Shepherd, 
Hans  loom,  John  Wells  QWe),  Jim  Wilson 
OWi).  © 
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The  fall  temperatures  were  close  to  nor- 
mal in  most  of  the  Region,  except  for 
western  Quebec,  where  they  ranged 
about  1°  C above  average.  Precipitation  was 
above  normal  in  central  and  northern  Quebec 
but  below  average  in  western  Quebec.  As  ex- 
pected in  the  fall,  most  of  the  rarities  reported 
in  the  Region  were  found  in  eastern  Quebec, 
particularly  on  the  North  Shore  and  on  the 
Gaspe  Peninsula.  Sabine’s  Gulls  and  Dovekies 
irrupted  in  unusually  large  numbers. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  IBIS 

Adding  to  the  dozen  or  so  Regional  records  of 
Pink-footed  Goose,  single  birds  appeared  at 


Moisie  8-11  Oct  (a  first  record  for  the  n. 
shore;  ph.  BD,  JFL),  Montmagny  20  Oct  QL  et 
al),  and  Victoriaville  5-7  Nov  (CR  et  al,  ph. 
S.  Brulotte,  J.  Ducharme);  the  latter  was  re- 
grettably shot  by  a hunter  8 Nov.  Now  almost 
annual  in  the  Region,  a Barnacle  Goose  was  at 
Metabetchouan  18  Oct  (SBo).  Confirming  the 
recent  trend,  Trumpeter  Swans  from  the  Great 
Lakes  strayed  once  more  to  the  Abitibi  region, 
where  2,  including  one  wing-tagged,  visited 
Lac  Duparquet  10  Oct  (G.  Baril),  and  2 more 
were  seen  and  heard  at  Lac  La  Motte,  s.  of 
Amos  13-16  Oct  (ph.  D.  Labreche,  m.ob.). 
Rarely  reported  outside  Abitibi,  Sharp-tailed 
Grouse  is  now  making  incursions  into  the 
Lac-Saint-Jean  region.  Single  birds  were  shot 
by  a hunter  n.  of  Girardville  3 Oct  and  3 Nov 
(ph.  J.  Girard).  First  confined  to  a small  area 
s.  of  Montreal  in  the  early  1980s,  Wild 
Turkeys  have  slowly  spread  in  all  directions, 
with  more  and  more  birds  now  seen  n.  of  the 
Outaouais  R.  and  to  the  ne.,  towards  the  Vic- 
toriaville area. 

An  alternate-plumaged  Pacific  Loon  was 
reported  at  lie  aux  Basques  7 Oct  (LM).  Four 
more  birds  (in  basic  or  juv.  plumages)  were 
reported  in  e.  Quebec  in  Nov,  but  only  one 
was  documented  with  a photograph:  a juv.  at 
Godbout  1-11  Nov  (OB,  IL,  ph.  JFL).  An 
Eared  Grebe  was  a rare  find  at  Saint-Basile-le- 
Grand  19-20  Sep  (ph.  RB).  Although  regular- 
ly reported  in  e.  Ontario,  this  species  rarely 
cross  the  border  e.  into  Quebec.  A total  of  7 
Northern  Fulmars  was  recorded  between  Les 
Escoumins  and  Tadoussac,  while  one  strayed 
upriver  to  Rivito-Ouelle  14  Oct  (CA,  CG).  A 
Cory’s  Shearwater  was  well  studied  at  Blanc 
Sablon  10  Aug  (YA).  The  observer’s  descrip- 
tion emphasized  the  large  size  and  the  yellow 


bill,  ruling  out  most  other  procellariids.  Al- 
though there  are  about  a half-dozen  claims  of 
Cory’s  Shearwater  for  the  Region,  none  has 
been  documented  by  photograph.  Manx 
Shearwaters  are  now  detected  with  more  reg- 
ularity in  fall  in  Gaspesie.  This  fall,  2 were 
spotted  at  Cap-d’Espoir  1 Oct  (ACo)  and  one 
at  Pointe-Saint-Pierre  28  Oct  (ACo,  YC).  The 
last  American  White  Pelican  of  a long  series 
this  past  summer  was  reported  at  Carillon  17 
Aug  (ph.  C.  Boisvert).  A juv.  Magnificent 
Frigatebird  was  identified  off  the  Magdalen 
Is.  17  Sep  (A.  Poirier,  Jide  P.  Fradette);  only 
one  previous  Regional  record  of  the  species  is 
supported  by  a photograph. 

A Great  Egret  was  record  late  at  Saint-Jean- 
sur-Richelieu  26-30  Nov  QP-  Matton).  Single 
Tricolored  Herons  were  noteworthy  at  Ta- 
doussac 25  Aug  (RP)  and  Trois-Rivieres  27 
Aug  (R.  Rebselj).  Ten  Cattle  Egrets  from  six 
different  municipalities  in  Nov  represented  a 
good  flight.  A Glossy  Ibis  visited  L.  William 
(Saint-Ferdinand)  2 Sep  (RG,  L.  Lemoine). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  CUCKOOS 

The  total  of  15,900  raptors  that  passed  the  Ta- 
doussac hawkwatch  throughout  the  season 
included  7328  Sharp-shinned  Hawks,  170 
Bald  Eagles,  66  Golden  Eagles  (the  2nd  high- 
est number),  and  a record  499  Northern  Har- 
riers (SD,  SBe).  The  Gatineau  calurus  Red- 
tailed Hawk  was  back  for  the  5th  year  25  Oct+ 
(ACl). 

The  number  of  Sandhill  Cranes  staging  at 
Palmarolle  in  the  fall  has  dramatically  in- 
creasing in  recent  years,  this  time  reaching  a 
high  of  5055  on  26  Sep  (SG).  Migrating 
groups  were  also  more  in  evidence  in  the 
south,  where  a group  of  11  birds  was  seen 
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This  Eared  Grebe  present  at  Saint-Basile-le-Grand  19-20  (here  20) 
September  2007  is  only  the  second  documented  by  photograph  in 
Quebec.  Photograph  by  Raymond  Beihumeur. 


over  Boucherville  10  Oct  (ph.  G.  Neron)  and 
a group  of  8 at  Lac-Saint-Paul  23  Sep  (P. 
Brooks).  More  juvs.  were  also  reported  in  the 
south  in  late  summer,  but  it  is  not  known 
whether  all  these  birds  were  hatched  locally 
or  if  they  were  accompanying  migrating  ads. 
from  the  north. 

Single  Marbled  Godwits  visited  Isle-Verte  9 
Aug  (D.  Hamel),  Saint- Vallier  25  Aug  (L.  Roy, 
A.  Dery  et  al.),  Trois-Pistoles  31  Aug  (L. 
Simard),  Pointe-au-Pere  7 Sep  OFJ).  Pa- 
bos  20-21  Sep  (ACo,  YC).  The  peak  of  Red 
Knots  in  the  Mingan  Archipelago  was  a mere 
2400  on  8 Aug  (fide  YA):  this  species  has 
shown  a 70%  decline  in  abundance  over  the 
past  15  years  and  has  now  been  listed  as  En- 
dangered by  the  Committee  on  the  Status  of 
Endangered  Wildlife  in  Canada  (COSEWIC). 
The  Mingan  Archipelago  will  be  of  the  utmost 
importance  in  the  follow-up  on  this  species  in 
the  next  few  years.  Single  Western  Sandpipers 
were  photographed  at  Vaudreuil  Bay  23  Aug 
(ph.  M.  Dennis)  and  at  Montmagny  9-16  Sep 
(ph.  OB,  G.  Lord).  Two  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers at  the  Baskatong  Res.  (Eerme-Neuve) 
23  Sep  (MAM)  and  2 at  Val  d’Or  9 Sep  (CS, 
RL)  represented  local  rarities,  while  2 at  Eati- 
ma  1 Aug  were  unusually  early  migrants 
(AR).  Two  juv.  Ruffs  stopped  at  Meta- 
betchouan  22  Oct  (D.  Gervais),  while  a molt- 
ing ad.  male  visited  Riviere-Ouelle  9 Sep  (CA, 
CG).  Single  Long-billed  Dowitchers  strayed  e. 
to  Paspebiac  16-30  Sep  Qk-  Lepage,  D. 
Lavoie)  and  lie  Nue  de  Mingan  18  Sep  (CB). 
A count  of  290  Red-necked  Phalaropes  near 
Mingan  20  Aug  was  worthy  of  mention  (CB). 
Red  Phalaropes  were  reported  quite  regularly 
off  Tadoussac,  with  a maximum  of  5 on  7 Oct 
(M.  Raymond  et  al).  One  at  the  Baskatong 
Res.  12  Sep  was  locally  rare  (MAM). 


Some  interesting  larids  included  3 
single  Laughing  Gulls  in  e.  Quebec 
throughout  Aug  and  a juv.  Black-headed 
Gull  at  Blanc-Sablon  24  Aug  (H.  Trem- 
blay), but  it  was  Sabine’s  Gull  that  at- 
tracted most  of  the  interest  this  fall. 
Birds  were  seen  almost  daily  off  Tadous- 
sac mid-Sep-early  Oct,  with  an  impres- 
sive total  of  15  on  27  Sep  (ph.  RP,  MM); 
singles  at  Val  d’Or  16-22  Sep  (CS,  ph. 
RL)  and  at  Palmarolle  23-26  Sep  (SG  et 
al.)  were  the  first  for  Abitibi.  The  latest 
bird  was  reported  at  Godbout  11  Nov 
QFL).  A concentration  of  1250  Black- 
legged Kittiwakes  at  Cap-Tourmente  22 
Aug  was  exceptional  so  far  upriver 
(OB).  A count  of  13  Caspian  Terns  at  La 
Romaine  9 Aug  was  encouraging,  con- 
sidering that  the  local  colony,  the  only 
one  in  the  Region,  has  tumbled  from 
200  pairs  in  the  late  19th  century  to  just 
a few  individuals  in  the  1970s  (YA).  Long- 
tailedjaegers  were  reported  from  Gatineau  12- 
25  Aug  (RB,  DD),  Metabetchouan  (juv.)  3 Sep 
(SBo),  Tadoussac  (juv.)  5 Sep  (SBe),  Sainte- 
Luce  (juv.)  6-7  Sep  0FJ)>  Les  Escoumins  (ad., 
juv.)  9 Sep  (RP  et  al),  and  off  Tadoussac  (ad.) 
27  Sep  (RP,  MM).  There 
was  a major  irruption  of 
Dovekies  in  the  Gulf  of  St. 

Lawrence  and  in  the  estu- 
ary in  Nov,  probably  equiv- 
alent in  importance  to  the 
one  noted  in  2003.  A peak 
of  20,000  birds  was  esti- 
mated at  Pointe-des-Monts 
INov  (OB,  IL),  while  7500 
were  at  the  mouth  of 
Saguenay  R.  at  Tadoussac 
20  Nov  (RP).  The  causes  of 
these  recent  irruptions  re- 
main unclear,  but  they  are 
most  probably  related  to 
changes  in  the  distribution 
and  abundance  of  prey 
species.  A count  of  19 
Thick-billed  Murres  at 
Pointe-des-Monts  1 Nov 
was  also  worthy  of  men- 
tion (OB,  IL).  An  estimate  of  2000  Razorbills 
in  80  minutes  at  Pointe  de  Moisie  31  Oct  was 
remarkable  (OB,  IL). 

Single  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  turned  up 
at  Saint-Anselme  3 Nov+  (S.  Audet,  R. 
Labadie,  ph.  L.  Simard)  and  at  Sept-iles  4-10 
Nov  (PG,  m.ob.,  ph.,  JFL),  furnishing  the  3rd 
and  4th  records  for  the  Region.  A White- 
winged Dove  showed  up  at  Sept-iles  21-29 
Oct  (BD,  CC  et  al.,  ph.  JFL).  The  total  of  18 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  for  the  fall  season  was 
above  average. 


OWLS  THROUGH  THRASHERS 

A record  438  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls,  large- 
ly hatch-year  birds,  were  banded  at  Tadoussac 
throughout  the  fall  (AB).  This  observatory’s 
previous  seasonal  high  count  was  239  birds  in 
1998.  A surprisingly  large  flight  of  Common 
Nighthawks  estimated  at  250  birds  occurred 
at  Aylmer  20  Aug  (GMcN,  JD).  A Chimney 
Swift  flying  past  Tadoussac  25  Oct  was  record 
late  (AB,  SBe);  such  late  birds  should  be  stud- 
ied carefully  to  rule  out  the  similar  Vaux’s 
Swift.  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  were  fairly 
numerous  this  fall,  with  most  reports  coming 
from  the  sw.  corner  of  the  province.  Single 
birds  were  noted  at  Saint-Adele  6 Aug  (C. 
Larouche),  Lac  Brome  22  Aug  (ph.,  C. 
Laramee),  near  Mont-Saint-Bruno  Park  12 
Sep  (H.  Dube),  Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue  24 
Sep  (B.  Barnhurst),  and  Gaspe  21-22  Oct  (ph. 
A.  Patterson).  The  only  out-of-range  Red-bel- 
lied Woodpecker  reported  was  at  Guigues  17- 
19  Nov  (A.  RoyJideJF). 

A Say’s  Phoebe  was  a one-day  wonder  at 
I'lsle-aux-Coudres  23  Sep  (ph.  JLac,  D. 
Boutin),  as  was  a Western  Kingbird  at  Sept-iles 
19  Sep  (BP,  NC,  ph.).  Reported  for  a 3rd  con- 
secutive year  in  the  Region,  a Fork-tailed  Fly- 


catcher was  sighted  at  Tourelle,  Gaspesie  3 Nov 
(V.  Ruiz  Marquis,  Jidc  DJ).  Its  North  American 
counterpart,  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher,  was  not 
to  be  outdone,  with  one  at  Rimouski  12  Nov 
(G.  Bouchard,  J.  Marcoux),  the  9th  Regional 
record  since  2000.  An  imm.  White-eyed  Vireo 
was  at  Charron  L,  Montreal  13  Oct  (Y.  Gauthi- 
er). A Yellow-throated  Vireo  mist-netted  at 
Ville-Marie  21  Sep  was  n.  of  its  range  OR- 
A signihcant  movement  of  Gray  jays  was 
felt  all  along  the  coast  of  the  North  Shore  at 
least  as  far  downstream  as  Mingan  and  as  far 


A total  of  1 5 Sabine's  Gulls  was  estimated  off  Tadoussac,  Quebec  27  September  2007, 
and  birds  were  seen  almost  daily  at  this  location  from  mid-September  through  early 
October.  The  species  was  also  reported  from  at  least  ten  localities  in  the  province,  an 
unprecedented  flight.  Photograph  by  Renaud  Pintiaux. 
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s.  as  Cap-Tourmente,  ihe  last  comparable  in- 
flux dating  back  to  1998.  The  highest  single- 
day counts  reached  150  at  Riviere-Saint-Jean 

22  Sep  and  another  100  at  the  same  location 
27  Sep  (CB,  YR).  Fall  flights  of  Blue  Jays  in 
the  Region  are  never  as  spectacular  as  those 
witnessed  along  the  great  lakes  shorelines,  so 
a count  of  1527  jays  at  Pointe-au-Chene, 
Oiitaoiiais  9 Sep  is  practically  unheard  of  (E 
Morand).  A very  late  Tree  Swallow  was  at  Ile- 
des-Soeurs,  Montreal  26  Nov  (A.  Goulet).  An 
important  northward  movement  of  Tufted 
Titmouse  was  detected  this  fall,  start- 
ing in  mid-Oct.  The  Quebec  City  re- 
gion, where  the  species  is  barely  annu- 
al, had  reports  of  16  individuals  at  13 
different  locations.  A Carolina  Wren 
was  seen  carrying  food  at  Quebec  City 

23  Aug,  where  a pair  has  been  active 
all  summer  (GC).  Five  young  were 
banded  in  a nest  at  Baie-d’Urfe  23  Aug 
(B.  McDuff,  MAH,  M.  Gahbauer);  a 
juv.  was  seen  at  another  location  at 
Baie-d’Urfe  10  Aug  0^  Howard,  R. 
Gregson).  Away  from  its  more  typical 
haunts,  a Carolina  Wren  at  Rimouski 
10-11  Aug  was  quite  exceptional  (L. 
Masson,  JideJLar). 

Single  Northern  Wheatears  were 
sighted  at  Havre-Saint-Pierre  3 Sep 
(PG),  Saint-Vallier  13  Oct  (LM,  RG), 
and  Mont-Joli  14  Oct  (L.  Lefebvre  et  al.). 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  numerous,  with 
singles  at  Chandler  26-28  Oct  (ACo,  YC), 
Sept-Iles  27  Oct-2  Nov  (L.  Dube,  M.  Cou- 
ette),  possibly  the  same  bird  20  km  farther  e. 
3-10  Nov  (fide  BD,  CC),  Tadoussac  4 Nov 
(SD),  Boucherville  12-14  Nov  (G.  Neron), 
Quebec  City  19  Nov  (P.  Caron),  and  Lac 
Saint-Charles  21  Nov  (R.  Morin).  A late 
Wood  Thrush  was  at  Gatineau  20  Oct  (ACl, 
DD).  A female  Varied  Thrush  at  Summit  Park, 
Montreal  8 Oct  was  earlier  than  most  (Z. 
Laubitz,  ph.  PB);  a male  attending  a Notre- 
Dame-du-Laus  feeder  10-13  Nov  was  a more 
typical  record  for  this  vagrant  (D.  Tremblay  et 
al.).  Brown  Thrashers  were  far  out  of  range  at 
the  Magpie  R.  cays  8 Oct  (CB,  YR)  and 
Longue-Pointe-de-Mingan  8-11  Nov  (A.  Chi- 
asson,  C.  Chiasson). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

A hatch-year  male  Golden-winged  Warbler 
was  banded  in  early  Sep  at  the  McGill  B.O. 
(MAH).  A very  late  Yellow  Warbler  was  at 
Boucherville  27  Nov-1  Dec  (GE).  A Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  of  the  expected  subspecies 
albilora  was  at  Breakeyville  4-8  Nov  (ph.  D. 
Labarre).  Pine  Warblers  in  the  Gaspe  Pen. 
numbered  13  between  17  Oct  and  12  Nov 
(fide  PP).  An  imm.  Prairie  Warbler  bounced 


out  of  a mist-net  at  Tadoussac  4 Oct  (SBe,  E 
Cote).  Single  Connecticut  Warblers  were  at 
Deschenes,  Outaouais  17  Aug  and  4 Sep  QD. 
GMcN),  at  I’lsle-aux-Grues  23  Aug  (A.  Quen- 
neville),  and  Cap-Tourmente  21  Sep  (OB). 
Yellow-breasted  Chats  were  glimpsed  at  Saint- 
Nicolas  25  Sep  (ph.  N.  Halle),  Beauport  6 Oct 
(E  Normand,  C.  Hebert),  and  Pabos  10  Oct 
(ER  G.  Roy  et  al).  Usually  found  at  feeders 
deep  into  fall,  a Summer  Tanager  in  dense  fo- 
liage at  Quebec  City  28  Aug  was  a surprise 
(GC).  Another  female-type  Summer  Tanager 


at  La  Sarre  24  Oct  (ph.  R.  Paquin)  represent- 
ed a first  for  Abitibi. 

An  Eastern  Towhee  was  singing  at  Notre- 
Dame-de-Lourdes,  Centre-du-Quebec  5-6  Aug 
(OB,  E Gagnon);  another  at  the  Magpie  R. 
cays  21-22  Oct  surely  was  not  (CB,  YR).  Very 
rare  n.  of  the  upper  North  Shore,  a Clay-col- 
ored Sparrow  was  at  Baie-Trinite  23  Sep  0Ff-> 
BD);  only  3 other  migrants  were  noted  else- 
where in  the  Region.  The  North  Shore  pro- 
duced 2 Lark  Sparrows  this  fall,  the  first  at 
Sept-iles  14  Sep  (BP,  NC)  and  the  other  at  Riv- 
iere-Saint-Jean 5 Oct  (ph.  CB).  A Le  Conte’s 
Sparrow  was  at  Saint-Vallier  18  Sep  (L.  Bel- 
leau),  while  2 were  at  Sabrevois  4-6  Oct,  with 
one  still  present  on  the  record-late  date  of  21 
Oct  (ph.  MG,  GE  et  al.).  This  represented  the 
5th  record  only  for  the  Montreal  area.  Up  to  4 
Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows,  likely  of  the 
James  Bay  population,  accompanied  the 
Sabrevois  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  4-6  Oct  (MG, 
GE  et  al.).  Another  Nelson’s  was  at  Wakefield, 
Outaouais  18  Sep  QP-  Artigau).  A hatch-year 
Harris’s  Sparrow  was  at  Preissac  26  Nov-4 
Dec,  at  the  same  feeder  where  one  had  ap- 
peared in  Dec  2006  (N.  Blanchette,  ph.  J.  La- 
pointe). A male  Oregon  Junco  was  at  Llslet  7- 
8 Nov  (ph.  G.  Germain). 

Live  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  in  the  e.  half 
of  the  North  Shore  in  Sep  and  Oct  was  a note- 


worthy number  (fide  CB,  YR).  An  imm.  male 
Black-headed  Grosbeak  showed  up  in  the 
Magdalen  Is.  25  Nov,  providing  the  5th  record 
for  the  Region  and  the  2nd  in  2007  (ph.  C. 
Roy).  An  imm.  Blue  Grosbeak  appeared  at  Ri- 
mouski 5-11  Nov  (CD,  ph.  JLarh  An  Indigo 
Bunting  at  the  Magpie  R.  cays  28  Sep  was  in- 
teresting (CB,  YR).  A female-type  Painted 
Bunting  was  at  Rouyn-Noranda  29  Oct  and  7 
Nov  (ph.  G.  Maltais,  S.  Robitaille).  Single 
Dickdssels  were  noted  at  Pointe-aux-Out- 
ardes  23-30  Sep  QP  Barry,  M.  Barry-Marche- 
terre),  at  Saint-Georges-de-Beauce  28 
Sep  (only  a handful  of  previous  records 
for  the  Beauce  region;  L.  Laflamme),  at 
Tadoussac  6 (RE)  & 17-18  Oct  (SD  et 
al.),  and  at  Baie-Comeau  19  Oct  (A. 
Gosselin).  The  season’s  only  Yellow- 
headed Blackbird  was  at  Saint-Armand 
21  Oct  (E.  Samson).  At  least  17  Balti- 
more Orioles  were  reported  from  the  n. 
shore  late  Sep-early  Nov  (fide  YR,  CB). 

Addendum:  A male  Black-headed 
Grosbeak  brightened  Sept-iles  10-13 
Jun  2007  (ph.  BD). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  C.  Auehu,  E Bannon  (Mon- 
treal), R.  Belhumeur,  S.  Belleau,  A.  Be- 
nard,  S.  Boivin,  C.  Buidin,  N. 
Chouinard,  A.  Cloutier,  A.  Couture,  C.  Cou- 
ture, G.  Cyr,  Y.  Cyr,  D.  Dallaire,  C.  Douville 
(Lower-St.  Lawrence),  J.  Dubois,  B.  Duch- 
esne, G.  Ethier,  J.  Erechette,  S.  Gagnon,  E 
Gaudet,  M.  Gauthier,  R.  Gingras,  C.  Girard, 
MA.  Hudson,  L.  Imbeau  (Abitibi),  D.  Jalbert, 
JE  Jette,J.  Lachance  (Quebec  City),  R.  Ladu- 
rantaye,  JE  Laporte,J.  Larivee,  1.  Lechasseur, 
G.  McNulty,  L.  Messely,  M.  Moisan,  MA. 
Montpetit,  R.  Pintiaux,  B.  Poulin,  E Poulin 
(Gaspesie),  A.  Richard  (Magdalen  Is.),  Y. 
Rochepault  (North  Shore),  C.  Roy  (Bois- 
Erancs),  G.  Savard  (SaguenayLac-Saint-Jean), 
C.  Siano,  D.  Toussaint  (Outaouais).  O 
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(normanddavid@videotronxa) 

Samuel  Denauit,  75  Beauchemin 
Saint-Basile-le-Grand,  Quebec  J3N 116 
(samuel.denault@videotron.ca) 

Yves  Aubry,  Canadian  Wildlife  Service 
P.O  Box  10100,  Sainte-Foy,  Quebec  G1 V 4H5 
(yves.aubry@ec.gc.ca) 


Quebec  recorded  its  third  and  fourth  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  in  autumn  2007. 
This  bird  appeared  at  a feeder  at  Saint-Anselme  3 November  2007  and  was  still 
present  in  early  March  2008.  Photograph  by  Louise  Simard. 
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It  was  a lean  summer  in  the  boreal  forest, 
resulting  in  the  avian  event  of  the  autumn 
of  2007  in  New  England:  big  flights  of  ir- 
ruptive  passerines  that  poured  into  and 
through  the  Region,  commencing  with  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches  in  August.  The  flights  of 
Northern  Shrike,  Bohemian  Waxwing,  and 
Pine  Grosbeak  were  the  greatest  in  a decade 
or  more.  The  rest  of  the  autumn  migration 
was  more  or  less  average,  with  a few  good 
flights  and  a sprinkling  of  rarities  to  spice  up 
the  birding.  The  season  was  dry  and  warm  in 
Boston,  with  a cool  final  month.  At  Burling- 
ton, Vermont,  temperature  trends  were  simi- 
lar, but  the  last  two  months  were  very  wet  af- 
ter a dry  start.  Good  flights  aligned  with  sev- 
eral frontal  passages  in  September,  including 
the  13th,  16th,  and  the  29th-30th.  Productive 
fronts  were  few  in  October  but  included  a 
strong  coastal  fallout  on  8 October  and  an  in- 
land fallout  of  sea  ducks  on  the  25th.  Cave 
Swallows  were  brought  into  the  Region  by 
strong  southwesterly  winds  on  21  November, 
followed  by  northwesterly  winds  that  pushed 
them  to  the  coast  on  the  23rd.  The  best  birds 
of  autumn  2007  were  the  Region’s  first  Little 
Shearwater,  a Red-billed  Tropicbird  in  Maine, 
Connecticut’s  first  Common  Ground-Dove,  a 
Regional  hrst  Green  Violet-ear  in  Maine, 
Black-chinned  Hummingbirds  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  Rhode  Island’s  first  Bell’s  Vireo. 

Abbreviations:  A.P.  (Andrew’s  Pt.,  Rockport, 
Essex,  MA);  Block  I.  (Washington,  Rl);  Bluff 
Pt.  (Groton,  New  London,  CT);  Charlotte  (L. 
Champlain  shore,  Charlotte,  Chittenden,  VT); 
D.C.W.M.A.  (Dead  Creek  W.M.A.,  Addison 
and  Panton,  Addison,  VT);  G.M.N.W.R.  (Great 
Meadows  N.W.R.,  Concord,  Middlesex,  MA); 
Lighthouse  Pt.  (New  Haven,  New  Haven,  CT); 


Monhegan  (Monhegan  I.,  Lincoln,  ME);  N.  & 
S.  Monomoy  (North  & South  Monomoy  Is., 
Chatham,  Barnstable,  MA);  Plum  1.  (New- 
bury/Rowley, Essex,  MA);  Race  Pt.  (Province- 
town,  Barnstable,  MA);  S.  Beach  (South  Beach 
1.,  Chatham,  Barnstable,  MA);  Star  1.  (Isles  of 
Shoals,  Rye,  Rockingham,  NH). 

WATERFOWL 

Goose  populations  continue  to  take  flight,  and 
rare  geese  continue  to  appear  in  flocks  of  the 
more  common  species.  New  England  saw 
double-digit  reports  of  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  for  the  3rd  consecutive  autumn,  with  a 
record  17  found  in  five  of  six  states,  with  dates 
ranging  from  5 Oct  into  Dec.  Nine  of  these 
were  seen  in  Connecticut,  long  the  Regional 
leader;  five  more  were  reported  from  Massa- 
chusetts; and  single  Greater  White-fronteds 
were  reported  from  se.  Vermont,  coastal  New 
Hampshire,  and  Rhode  Island.  Plumage  and 
bill  coloration  imply  that  most,  if  not  all,  of 
these  geese  originate  in  Greenland,  but  this 
deserves  more  study.  Snow  Geese  staged  in  the 
tens  of  thousands  in  Vermont’s  Champlain 


Valley  and  with  them  came  Ross’s  Geese  at 
D.C.W.M.A.  11  Oct-28  Oct,  including  a new 
Regional  high  count  of  9 on  20  Oct  (TGM  et 
al.).  Populations  of  Barnacle  Geese  are  on  the 
rise  in  Greenland,  which  appears  to  raise  the 
odds  that  many  of  those  now  being  seen  in  e. 
North  America  during  their  normal  migratory 
and  wintering  period  in  nw.  Europe  are  true 
vagrants.  This  autumn’s  Barnacle  Goose  obser- 
vations may  represent  the  same  bird  because 
the  first  was  seen  migrating  with  Canada 
Geese  at  Rye,  Rockingham,  NH  7 Oct  (TSM, 
JM),  and  the  other  appeared  four  days  later  78 
km  to  the  sw.  in  Concord,  Middlesex,  MA, 


staying  there  until  23  Oct  (tW.  Hutchinson  et 
al.).  Both  introduced  and  migratory  popula- 
tions of  Canada  Geese  are  healthy  and  grow- 
ing at  present;  indicative  of  the  latter  were 
counts  of  10,000  from  Eranklin,  VT  15-17  Oct 
(RBL)  and  up  to  18,000  in  Aroostook,  ME  18- 
26  Oct  (BS).  Among  the  Canadas  were  at  least 
14  Cackling  Geese,  6 in  Connecticut,  3 in 
Massachusetts,  3 together  in  N.  Yarmouth, 
Cumberland,  ME  8-22  Oct  (ph.  LB,  ph.  DL, 
m.ob.),  and  one  each  in  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont.  One  in  Amherst,  Hampshire,  MA  13- 
22  Oct  had  features  suggesting  it  was  a Tav- 
erner’s rather  than  the  expected  Richardson’s 
subspecies  (ph.  JPS,  m.ob.).  For  the  2nd  con- 
secutive year,  a Black  Brant  was  found  in  Ply- 
mouth, MA,  with  sightings  from  6 & 12  Nov 
(MJI).  Mute  Swans  are  increasing  at  the  n. 
edge  of  their  range,  with  4 in  Kittery,  York,  ME 
25  Nov  (DL,  LS),  32  at  Turners  Falls,  Franklin, 
MA  27  Oct  (HA),  and  8 throughout  the  season 
on  the  Connecticut  R.  at  Hinsdale,  Cheshire, 
NH  (m.ob.).  The  only  Tundra  Swans  reported 
were  3 at  Charlotte  on  23  Nov  (TGM  et  al). 
Thirteen  Eurasian  Wigeons  was  a high  average 


tally;  these  were  found  from  4 Oct  into  the 
winter,  with  5 in  Massachusetts,  3 each  in 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  and  singles  in 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire;  the  high  count 
was  3 (a  drake  and  2 seldom-identified  hens) 
at  Marstons  Mills,  Barnstable,  MA  23  Nov 
(MJI).  Eight  hundred  American  Black  Ducks 
migrating  by  Charlotte  23  Nov  was  an  en- 
couraging inland  count  for  this  declining 
species,  which  is  now  most  conmron  on  the 
coast  (TGM  et  al.).  Also  heartening  were  Blue- 
winged Teal  counts  of  65  on  S.  Monomoy  14 
Sep  (WP  et  al.)  and  40  at  Herricks  Cove, 
Windham,  VT  23  Sep  (TS  et  al.).  The  best  bay 


Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  appear  to  occur  annually  on  the  Continental  Slope  south  of  Cape  Cod,  but  they  are  seldom  pho- 
tographed. This  one  was  encountered  at  the  north  end  of  Hydrographer  Canyon,  145  kilometers  southeast  of  Nantucket  Is- 
land, Massachusetts  on  25  August  2007.  Photograph  by  Ian  Davies. 
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Sharp  photographs  of  this  banded  South  Polar  Skua,  55  kilometers  east  of  Nantucket 
Island,  Massachusetts  on  15  August  2007,  allowed  the  alphanumeric  code  on  the 
band  to  be  read.  The  bird  was  traced  back  to  King  George  Island  in  the  South  Shet- 
land Islands,  north  of  the  Antarctic  Peninsula.  Photograph  by  Angus  Wilson. 


duck  of  the  season  was  a Tufted  Duck  at  W. 
Newbury,  Essex,  MA  28  Oct  (tB.  Zajda).  Sev- 
en Common  Eiders  on  Long  Island  Sound  in 
Connecticut  was  more  than  usual.  A drake 
Harlequin  Duck  was  rare  and  far  inland  at 
Shelburne  Pt.,  Chittenden,  VT  from  24  Nov 
into  Dec  (HR,  JO).  An  astounding  308,590 
Long-tailed  Ducks  passed  e.  Nantucket  I.  23 
Nov  (ER),  a high  count  even  by  the  elevated 
Nantucket  standard.  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  first 
appeared  25  Oct  at  St.  Agatha,  Aroostook,  ME 
(BS),  with  18  more  reported  in  Maine  and  2 in 
coastal  Massachusetts  in  Nov.  A Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  x Common  Goldeneye  hybrid  was 
found  in  Bridgeport,  Fairfield,  CT  25  Nov  (B. 
Finnan).  An  impressive  350  Hooded  Mer- 
gansers flew  to  roost  on  Long  Pond,  Concord, 
Metrimack,  NH  12  Nov  (PH,  RW),  the  best 
Granite  State  count  in  a quarter  century. 

LOONS  THROUGH  IBISES 

A count  of  438  Red-throated  Loons  came 
from  Little  Compton,  Newport,  R1  21  Nov 
(JO),  high  for  Narragansett  Bay.  A Pacihc 
Loon  was  reported  from  Block  1.  2-6  Oct  Q- 
Williams),  and  the  identity  of  a distant  small- 
billed, dark-backed  loon  that  showed  white 
along  the  waterline  at  Grand  Isle,  VT  5-  6 Nov 
was  controversial  (tTGM,  DJH,  L.  Haugh). 
The  best  counts  of  migrating  Common  Loons 
were  322  at  Rye,  NH  7 Oct  (SM,  JM)  and  220 
migrating  down  L.  Champlain  at  Charlotte  23 
Nov  (TGM  et  al.).  Good  counts  of  Pied-billed 
Grebe  included  36  at  Trustom  Pond  N.W.R., 
Washington,  R1  13  Oct  (S.  Tsagarakis)  and  36 
at  Powwow  Pond,  Kingston,  Rockingham,  NH 
31  Oct  (SM).  Eared  Grebe  reports  encom- 


passed the  long-lived 
Gloucester,  Essex,  MA  bird, 
back  for  its  13th  winter  5 
Oct  (m.ob.),  and  one  at  Seal 
Rocks,  Rye,  NH,  returning 
for  its  2nd  winter  17  Nov 
(ph.  SM  et  al.).  Western 
Grebes  were  found  along 
the  coast  late  in  the  season 
at  Pine  Pt.,  Scarborough, 
Cumberland,  ME  9 Nov  (vt. 
BP)  and  Plum  I.  25-28  Nov 
(T.  Wetmore,  ph.  C.  Caron 
et  al.). 

Numbers  of  most 
tubenoses  were  unremark- 
able. Exceptions  were  the 
scarcity  of  Cory’s  Shearwa- 
ters and  elevated  counts  of 
Northern  Fulmar  seen  from 
seawatches,  including  a 
maximum  of  375  at  A.P.  3 
Nov  (RH  et  al.).  Annual 
late-summer  trips  to  the 
Continental  Slope  have  provided  regular 
sightings  of  many  birds  thought  to  be  rare  to 
accidental  in  previous  decades.  This  year’s 
Brookline  Bird  Club  pelagic  trips  to  Hydrogra- 
pher  Canyon  and  vicinity  ca.  135  km  se.  of 
Nantucket  featured  a true  accidental,  the  Re- 
gion’s first  Little  (Macaronesian)  Shearwater 
w.  of  Hydrographer  Canyon  ca.  104  km  s.-se. 
of  Nantucket  25  Aug  (ph.  MJI,  ph.  JT,  ph.  BN 
et  al.;  RH);  this  record  is  one  of  very  few  satis- 
factorily documented  for  North  America  and 
the  hrst  to  have  been  photographed  at  sea. 
Audubon’s  Shearwaters  were  detected  on  two 
Brookline  Bird  Club  pelagic  trips,  with  a max- 
imum of  17  on  19  Aug  (ph.  MJI,  ph.  JPS,  RH 
et  al.);  a White-faced  Storm-Petrel  was  seen 
19  Aug  at  Hydrographer  Canyon  (RH  et  al.); 
and  a Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  was  pho- 
tographed there  25  Aug  (ph.  ID,  RH  et  al.). 

An  emaciated  Northern  Gannet  was  found 
grounded  far  inland  at  Hardwick,  Caledonia, 
VT  16  Oct  (fide  KM).  Summer  seabird  biolo- 
gists at  Matinicus  Rock  in  outer  Penobscot 
Bay,  ME  continued  to  see  a Red-billed  Trop- 
icbird  that  had  arrived  in  Jul  through  9 Aug 
(EH,  M.A.B.A.).  An  ad.  American  White  Peli- 
can was  seen  in  Westport,  Fairfield,  CT  8-9 
Aug  (B.  Gerbe,  A.  J.  Hand).  The  68  American 
Bitterns  reported  Regionwide  was  a high 
number  for  the  past  decade,  but  only  9 Least 
Bitterns  were  reported,  with  the  bulk  repre- 
sented by  the  6 present  in  the  freshwater  im- 
poundments on  Plum  1.  in  Aug  (m.ob.).  The 
latter  manmade  wetlands  are  threatened  with 
conversion  to  salt  marsh  in  spite  of  their  ap- 
parent Regional  importance  to  freshwater 
marsh  birds.  Impressive  counts  of  Great  Blue 


Herons  included  161  at  a roost  in  the  Con- 
necticut Valley  at  Sunderland,  Franklin,  MA 
14  Aug  (A.  Richards),  150  attracted  to  fish 
trapped  in  muddy  pools  at  the  drawn-down 
Brilyea  Impoundment  at  D.C.W.M.A.  6 Sep 
(H.  Trombley),  and  212  migrating  over  Light- 
house Pt.  9 Oct  (BBa).  The  high  count  of 
Great  Egrets  was  a noteworthy  250  at  Plum  1. 
2 Sep  (RH).  A Snowy  Egret  at  Herricks  Cove, 
VT  24  Aug  was  far  n.  and  well  inland  (TS). 
Observers  at  Scarborough  Marsh,  Cumber- 
land, ME  achieved  an  excellent  count  of  29 
Little  Blue  Herons  23  Aug  (DL,  E.  Hess).  A 
Tricolored  Heron  at  Weskeag  Marsh,  Rock- 
land, Knox,  ME  30  Aug-9  Sep  was  far  n.  of  its 
expected  haunts  (D.  Reimer,  KL  et  al.),  and  4 
were  reported  in  e.  Massachusetts  through  23 
Sep.  An  imm.  White  Ibis  visited  Arnold’s  Mill 
Res.  in  Cumberland,  Providence,  R1  2-8  Sep 
(ML  et  al.).  A Glossy  Ibis  at  Petit  Manan 
N.W.R.,  Washington,  ME  16  Aug  was  far 
Down  East  (S.  Smith). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  CRANE 

As  Black  Vultures  consolidate  their  range  ex- 
pansion into  sw.  New  England,  they  continue 
to  push  at  the  edges  of  newly  claimed  territo- 
ry; up  to  4 were  in  Brattleboro,  Windham,  VT 
30  Sep-30  Oct  (TS,  HG,  m.ob.),  while  9 at 
Ashaway,  Washington  24  Nov  (C.  Raithel)  was 
a very  good  count  for  Rhode  Island.  Kites  are 
much  more  likely  in  New  England  in  late 
spring  than  autumn,  so  it  was  a pleasant  sur- 
prise that  two  species  were  reported:  a Swal- 
low-tailed Kite  at  N.  Yarmouth,  ME  24  Aug 
(A.  Stackhouse,  DL,  LB)  and  a Mississippi  Kite 
at  the  Blueberry  Hill  hawkwatch,  Granville, 
Hampdm,  MA  1 Sep  Q.  Weeks).  At  most  hawk- 
watch  sites  around  New  England,  the  Broad- 
winged  Hawk  night  had  two  peak  flight  days, 
13  & 16  Sep,  with  a maximum  of  5029  at  Mt. 
Watatic,  Ashburnham,  Worcester,  MA  (T.  Pirro 
et  al.)  on  the  latter  date.  At  least  3 Broad- 
winged Hawks  were  noted  in  Nov,  the  latest  on 
25  Nov  at  Fort  Nathan  Hale,  E.  Haven,  New 
Haven,  CT  (NB,  Jtdc  SMa).  A juv.  dark-morph 
Swainson’s  Hawk  was  seen  by  many  and  well 
photographed  at  Cumberland  Farms,  Middle- 
borough,  Plymouth,  MA  26  Sep-15  Oct  (ph.  C. 
Nims,  m.ob.).  A dark,  apparently  rufous- 
morph.  Red-tailed  Hawk  seen  at  D.C.W.M.A. 
28  Oct  (TGM  et  al.)  was  probably  a w.  calurus, 
although  it  is  as  yet  unknown  if  rare  dark 
morphs  occur  in  e.  boreal  Canada.  Golden  Ea- 
gle numbers  fell  by  over  40  to  a still  well- 
above-average  total  of  32  Regionwide  after  an 
exceptional  autumn  in  2006. 

It  was  an  excellent  fall  for  Yellow  Rail  re- 
ports, with  one  on  N.  Monomoy  1 Oct  (BrH), 
another  at  Daniel  Webster  Wildlife  Sanctuary, 
Marshfield,  Plymouth,  MA  2 Oct,  followed  by 
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2 there  9 Oct  (D.  Ludlow),  a corpse  found  at 
Succotash  Marsh,  S.  Kingstown,  Washington, 
R1  19  Oct  {fide  RF),  and  one  inland  at  Long- 
meadow,  Hampden,  MA  24  Oct  (B.  Scherer). 
An  unpredictable  but  almost  annual  visitor,  a 
Purple  Gallinule  was  found  on  Nantucket  10 
Aug  (fide  ER).  The  seasonal  total  of  Common 
Moorhens  fell  to  13  after  rising  above  20  in 
recent  autumns;  3 were  found  25  Nov  on 
Nantucket  (ER  et  al),  a remarkable  count  for 
so  late.  Sandhill  Crane  continues  its  rapid  in- 
crease in  New  England,  with  another  autumn 
record  tally  of  33  or  more.  Thirteen  of  these 
were  reported  in  Maine,  including  three  fam- 
ilies in  Kennebec  and  Somerset;  11  were  ob- 
served in  Massachusetts;  4 were  at  Canaan, 
Litchfield,  CT  23  Aug  0-  Riva);  and  Vermont’s 
first  nesting  pair  and  their  single  offspring 
were  seen  at  Winona  L.,  Bristol,  Addison  Jul-6 
Nov  (m.ob.). 

SHOREBIRDS 

A Pacific  Golden-Plover  described  on  Block  1. 
22  Sep  (tD.  Wilson)  would  be  the  first  for  the 
Ocean  State  (p.a.).  Six  American  Avocets  were 
reported  for  the  season,  continuing  a trend  to- 
ward high-average  seasonal  reports:  at  E. 
Boston  15  Sep  (W.  Hutcheson,  m.ob.),  at 
Newburyport  Harbor,  Essex,  MA  2 Oct  (RH  et 
al.),  on  Nantucket  10  Oct-11  Nov  (VL,  ER, 
m.ob.),  at  Long  L,  St.  Agatha,  ME  21  Oct  (ph. 
BS),  at  Wellfleet  Bay  Wildlife  Sanctuary,  Barn- 
stable, MA  7 Nov  (DB  et  al.),  and  at  Quincy, 
Norfolk,  MA  20-28  Nov  Q-  Poggi  et  al).  A 
Black-necked  Stilt  at  Coast  Guard  Beach,  East- 
ham,  Barnstable,  MA  24  Aug  was  a good  find 
(DB,  M.A.S.).  High  counts  of  migrating  Spot- 
ted Sandpipers  included  24  on  White  & 
Seavey  Is.,  Rye,  NH  1 Aug  (D.  & M.  Hay- 
ward), 39  at  G.M.N.W.R.  9 Aug  (E.  McGourty 
United  States  Eish  & Wildlife  Service),  and  25 
at  Simsbury,  Hartford,  CT  11  Aug  (D.  Lawton). 
A Spotted  Sandpiper  at  Shelburne  Pt.,  VT  25 
Nov  was  very  late  (HR).  Eleven  of  the  22+  Up- 
land Sandpipers  reported  were  counted  on  the 
Kennebunk  Plains,  York,  ME  13  Aug 
(M.A.B.A.);  one  at  Conway,  Carroll,  NH  18 
Sep  (R.  Ridgely,  TV)  was  notably  late.  Five 
Whimbrels  in  Vermont  were  far  more  than 
usual  there:  4 were  seen  in  the  Champlain  Val- 
ley 25  Aug-14  Sep,  and  one  was  flying  over 
Westmore,  Orleans  2 Aug  (R.  Stymeist).  A sin- 
gle Hudsonian  Godwit  was  found  inland  at 
D.G.W.M.A.  27  Aug  (T.  Wright,  D.  Cargill), 
and  the  coastal  maximum  was  a modest  64  at 
S.  Beach  in  Aug  (m.ob.).  Marbled  Godwit 
numbers  were  average,  with  at  least  18  report- 
ed, including  a high  count  of  7 at  N. 
Monomoy  in  mid-Sep  (BrH);  there  were  also 
single  reports  for  coastal  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire,  and  3 each  in  Connecticut  and 


Feeders  in  Tiverton,  Rhode  Island  hosted  this  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  from  24  October  through  4 (here  2) 
November  and  again  13-14  November  2007.  The  white 
supraloral  area  indicates  it  is  of  the  interior  albilora  sub- 
species. Photograph  by  Geoff  Dennis. 

Rhode  Island.  Western  Sandpipers  were  a bit 
more  widespread  and  numerous  than  they 
have  been  during  the  past  decade,  with  4 in 
Vermont  (where  rare)  at  D.C.W.M.A.  19-30 
Aug  (m.ob.),  6 in  Maine  27  Aug-1  Oct 
(M.A.B.A.),  16  in  New  Hampshire,  with  a 
maximum  of  9 on  31  Aug  (SM),  a high  count 
of  33  on  2 Sep  at  Plum  1.  (RH,  m.ob.),  and  35 
in  Connecticut,  with  a peak  of  15  at  Milford 
Pt.,  New  Haven,  CT  2 Sep  (FM).  Baird’s  Sand- 
pipers continue  to  appear  in  good  numbers, 
with  a Regional  total  of  73,  a trend  that  began 
in  2002;  9 were  reported  from  the  Champlain 
Valley  28  Aug-1  Oct,  with  most  at 
D.C.W.M.A.;  and  up  to  8 were  reported  at 
Plum  1.  in  Sep.  An  unusual  Calidris  on  S. 
Beach  29  Jul-18  Aug  was  identified  as  a 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  x Dunlin  (tMJl, 
PB),  a rare  but  not  unprecedented  combina- 
tion. An  ad.  Curlew  Sandpiper  graced  S.  Beach 
for  the  7th  straight  late  summer  8-26  Aug  (R. 
Clem,  ph.  PB,  m.ob.).  Although  Stilt  Sand- 
piper numbers  in  Massachusetts  were  low,  at 
least  7 were  found  at  D.C.M.A.  25  Aug-9  Sep 
(m.ob.),  and  45  at  the  Charlestown  Breach- 
way, Washington,  RI  8 Aug  (P.  Capobianco) 
was  the  highest  Ocean  State  count  in  17  years. 
The  Regional  total  of  69  Buff-breasted  Sand- 


pipers continued  a run  of  excellent  flight  years 
that  began  in  2005;  5 were  seen  in  northwest- 
ern Vermont  29  Aug-22  Sep  (RP,  TGM  et  al.); 
and  up  to  8 were  seen  at  Plum  1.  in  Sep 
(m.ob.).  This  autumn’s  lone  Ruff  was  observed 
at  G.M.N.W.R.  11-12  Sep  (S.  Perkins  et  al). 
Long-billed  Dowitchers  are  scarce  in  n.  New 
England,  so  5-6  at  D.C.W.M.A.  23  Sep-21  Oct 
and  11  in  coastal  Maine  6 Aug-12  Nov  were 
good  totals,  and  the  high  count  from  the  Re- 
gion’s best  Long-billed  Dowitcher  locality. 
Plum  L,  was  26  on  2 Sep  (RH).  Seven  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  included  5 from  e.  Massachusetts 
and  singles  at  Scarborough  Marsh,  ME  14  Aug 
(LS  et  al.)  and  at  D.C.W.M.A.  25  Aug  (TGM  et 
al.).  Inland  pelagic  phalaropes  included  15 
Red-neckeds  in  Vermont,  including  high 
counts  of  5 each  at  D.C.W.M.A.  6 Sep  (TGM, 
F Pratt  et  al.)  and  Charlotte  13  Sep  (TGM, 
BP),  and  Reds  at  the  Rochester  W.T.P.,  Straf- 
ford, NH  14  Sep  (tR.  Crowley),  on  L.  Cham- 
plain at  Charlotte  7 Oct  (RBL),  and  at  Grand 
Isle  2 Nov  (DJH). 

SKUAS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Maine  pelagic  voyages  found  3 Great  Skuas 
e.-se.  of  Mt.  Desert  Rock  5-8  Sep  (BH)  and 
one  on  a Bay  of  Fundy/Southwest  Banks  trip 
29  Sep  (LB,  EH,  J.  Pierson  et  al.).  Fourteen 
jaegers  were  sighted  on  L.  Champlain  26 
Aug-19  Nov;  of  these,  6 were  identified  as 
Parasitic  26  Aug-23  Sep  (TGM  et  al.),  and  an 
ad.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  spotted  off  Char- 
lotte 27  Sep  (TTGM,  RBL).  Five  Long-tailed 
Jaegers  were  seen  off  Massachusetts  15  Aug-9 
Sep.  The  44  Little  Gulls  reported  was  the  best 
Regional  tally  in  five  years;  these  included 
over  two  dozen  on  L.  Champlain  24  Aug-14 
Nov,  9 in  Massachusetts,  5 each  in  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire,  and  a rarely  reported  juv.  at 
Sachuest  Point  N.W.R.,  Newport,  Rl  9-16  Sep 
(R.  Larsen,  ph.  PLE  & DF).  Fourteen  Black- 
headed Gulls  included  singles  inland  at 
Grand  Isle,  VT  15  Sep  and  15  Oct  (DJH),  2 in 
New  Hampshire,  4 in  Maine,  and  6 in  Massa- 
chusetts. A Black-tailed  Gull  made  a brief  ap- 
pearance at  Nahant,  Essex,  MA  18  Oct  (tL.  Pi- 
vacek).  Over  110  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
were  reported,  with  most  in  the  Bay  State,  in- 
cluding the  maximum  count  of  45  on  S. 
Monomoy  14  Sep  (WP  et  al);  most  were  seen 


C h It  two-day  whale  watch  and  bird  trip  sponsored  by  the  Coastal  Research  and  Education  Society  of  Long  Island  (CRES- 
LI)  15-16  Aug  out  of  Montauk,  NY  encountered  2 South  Polar  Skuas  in  Great  South  Channel  e.  of  Nantucket  15  Aug, 
and  Angus  Wilson  obtained  sharp  photographs  of  a banded  individual  55  km  e.  of  Nantucket.  The  letter  code  on  one  of  the 
two  bands,  GC8,  was  readable  and  traced  to  a bird  banded  by  skua  researcher  Markus  Ritz  on  King  George  1.  in  the  South  Shet- 
land Is.,  Antarctic  Pen.  on  9 Feb  2005 — a location  some  1 1,500  km  distant  from  Nantucket.  A Brown  Skua  x South  Polar  Skua 
hybrid  from  the  same  colony  was  recently  recovered  in  Greenland;  field  identification  of  hybrids  is  not  possible  on  current 
knowledge.  On  a similar  voyage  in  Aug  2006,  CRESLI  observers  recorded  8 South  Polar  Skuas  in  Great  South  Channel. 
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Among  the  vagrants  encountered  on  Monhegan  Island, 
Maine  in  autumn  2007  was  this  Summer  Tanager  on  1 Octo- 
ber. Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 


on  or  near  the  coast,  with  three  reports  inland 
in  Worcester,  MA.  Eleven  Sabine’s  Gulls  were 
the  most  reported  in  New  England  since 
1996:  6 were  found  in  Massachusetts  11 
Aug-17  Sep,  with  2 juvs.  on  the  latter  date  at 
Race  Pt.  (EM);  4 juvs.  were  observed  on  L. 
Champlain  at  Charlotte  10  Sep-5  Oct  (TGM 
et  ah);  and  a juv.  was  photographed  e.  of  E. 
Egg  Rock,  Knox,  ME  13  Sep  (ph.  S.  Weiden- 
saul).  Inland  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  includ- 
ed singles  at  Charlotte  10  Sep,  15  Sep,  and  23 
Nov  (TGM,  H.  Kaestner  et  al.),  and  a juv.  at 
the  Rochester  W.T.P.,  NH  12-13  Nov  (SM, 
BG) — the  13th  gull  species  for  that  site. 

Caspian  Terns  continue  to  increase  on  n.  L. 
Champlain,  where  two  double-digit  counts 
were  made  during  Aug;  a further  60  were 
recorded  in  migration  along  the  coast,  includ- 
ing two  excellent  counts  on  25  Sep:  14  at 
Hampton  Harbor,  Rockingham,  NH  (SM)  and 
20  in  Newburyport  Harbor,  MA  (C.  Floyd). 
The  only  Royal  Tern  reported  was  at  Minimoy 
I.,  Chatham,  Barnstable,  MA  17  Aug  (BrH). 
Sandwich  Terns  were  at  Stratford,  Fairfield, 
CT  31  Jul-1  Aug  (C.  Barnard),  at  Province- 
town  0-  Hoye  et  al.)  and  S.  Beach  (WP  et  al.), 
both  5 Aug,  and  at  Charlestown  Breachway, 
RI  14  Aug  (DF);  a series  of  reports  of  Sand- 
wich Tern  (perhaps  identical  to  the  5 Aug  S. 
Beach  bird)  came  from  Chatham  17  Aug-24 
Sep  (ph.  BrH,  BN,  R.  Harris),  and  perhaps  an- 
other was  found  at  Mashpee,  Barnstable,  MA, 
48  km  w.  of  Chatham,  1 Sep  (M.  Keleher). 
Good  counts  of  Black  Tern  were  27  migrants 
at  Charlotte  26  Aug  (TGM,  CP)  and  125  at 
Minimoy  I.  2 Sep  (BrH);  one  at  Race  Pt.  2 Nov 
(BN)  was  notably  late.  Two  Black  Skimmers 


strayed  n.  to  Maine,  with  singles  at  Wood  I., 
Biddeford,  York  22  Sep  (M.A.B.A.)  and  a juv. 
also  in  Biddeford  at  Hills  Beach  23  Oct  (TB). 

Early  Dovekie  reports  were  above  average 
and  included  one  at  Trescott,  Washington,  ME 
12  Oct  (NF),  3 off  Bar  Harbor,  Hancock,  ME 
26  Oct  (WT),  and  18  at  A.P  3 Nov  (RH  et  al.). 
Single  Dovekies  in  Rye  and  Hampton,  NH  6 
& 26  Nov  were  the  first  autumn  sightings  for 
the  Granite  State  in  seven  years  (fide  SM);  and 
many  were  noted  inshore  in  Massachusetts 
29-30  Nov,  highlighted  by  a seawatch  tally  at 
A.P  of  68  birds  (RH)  on  the  former  date.  A 
very  rare  inland  Dovekie  on  L.  Champlain 
was  seen  at  Grand  Isle  7 Nov  (tRBL,  tD.  Ab- 
bott). A Black  Guillemot  was  nearly  in  Long 
Island  Sound  at  Watch  Hill,  Westerly,  Wash- 
ington, Rl  10  Nov  (MJl  et  al).  We  seldom  re- 
ceive counts  from  Maine  alcid  colonies,  so  a 
count  of  500  Atlantic  Puffins  at  Matinicus 
Rock,  Knox  11  Aug  was  welcome  (EH  et  al.). 
A very  good  seawatch  count  of  8 puffins  was 
made  at  A.P  3 Nov  (RH  et  al). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A White-winged  Dove  on  Nantucket  25  Nov 
(ER  et  al.)  furnished  the  4th  Nov  Regional 
record  in  the  past  five  years.  Seed  put  out  for 
sparrows  in  an  E.  Haven  industrial  area  at- 
tracted Connecticut’s  first  Common  Ground- 
Dove  in  mid-Oct.  Photographed  and  identi- 
fied 22  Oct  Q.  Zipp,  m.ob.),  it  remained  until 
at  least  22  Nov.  Monk  Parakeets  have  become 
well  established  in  sw.  Connecticut,  with 
counts  of  20-r  from  three  locations  in  Fairfield 
and  New  Haven.  A species  that  has  declined  to 
very  rare  and  local  in  the  Region,  Barn  Owl 
was  represented  by  a single  bird  at  Lighthouse 
Pt.  27  Oct  (R.  Domina).  Only  2 Snowy  Owls 
had  appeared  by  season’s  end  in  traditional 
coastal  locations;  another  was  found  in  Wey- 
bridge,  Addison,  VT  10  Nov  (R,  Olsen,  M. 
Winslow).  The  owl  story  of  the  season  was 
provided  by  the  record  movement  of  North- 
ern Saw-whet  Owls.  Sister  banding  stations  in 
Northbridge,  Worcester,  and  Lincoln,  Middle- 
sex, MA  banded  259  and  257,  respectively, 
plus  7 and  4 owls  originally  banded  at  other 
locations,  including  Michigan  and  Ontario. 
Banders  were  especially  busy  on  the  night  of 
15  Oct,  when  58  were  banded  in  Lincoln 
(M.A.S.,  K.  Clayton-Seymour)  and  48  in 
Northbridge  (M.A.S.,  S.  Wheelock).  Nearly 
three-quarters  of  the  Northbridge  owls  were 
hatch-year  birds,  but  ads.  included  2 original- 
ly banded  there  in  2003  (S.  Wheelock).  No 
counts  over  1000  Common  Nighthawks  were 
reported  this  year;  the  best  totals  came  from 
Massachusetts  on  28  Aug,  with  656  in 
Northampton,  Hampshire  (TG),  and  from 
New  Hampshire  on  30  Aug,  with  733  in 


Keene,  Cheshire  (L.  6sr  J.  Tanino). 

Headlining  the  list  of  unexpected  vagrant 
hummingbirds  was  the  Region’s  first  Green 
Violetear,  an  ad.  that  joined  about  15  Ruby- 
throateds  at  a Mount  Desert,  Hancock,  ME 
feeder  18-19  Aug  (E.  & D.  Hawkes,  tR.  Mc- 
Donald). Two  Black-chinned  Hummingbirds, 
representing  the  Bay  State’s  3rd  and  4th 
records,  were  found  offshore;  an  imm.  male 
was  banded  and  photographed  in  W.  Tisbury, 
Martha’s  Vineyard  22-29  Oct  (tL.  McDowell), 
and  a female  spent  7-11  Nov  in  Siasconset, 
Narttiicket  (ph.  VL,  ER  et  al.).  Rufous  Hum- 
mingbirds have  become  almost  routine  by 
comparison,  with  singles  in  New  Hampshire 
and  Maine  (ad.  males),  4 each  in  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut,  and  2 additional  Ru- 
fous/Allen’s in  the  Nutmeg  State.  Aside  from 
the  Maine  bird  in  early  Aug,  all  others  ap- 
peared from  28  Sep+.  A final,  mysterious  re- 
port was  of  a large,  dark  brown  hummingbird 
with  a distinctly  decurved  bill  that  paused 
briefly  to  check  its  reflection  in  a window  of  a 
boat  at  the  dock  in  Bar  Harbor,  Hancock,  ME 
16  Sep  (WT).  A count  of  75  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers  on  Monhegan  30  Sep  (DL)  was 
unusual  for  this  generally  inconspicuous  mi- 
grant. Two  female  Black-backed  Woodpeckers 
wandered  well  s.  of  their  White  Mt.,  New 
Hampshire  breeding  range,  to  Nottingham, 
Rockingham  22  Sep  (tTB,  M.  Cuffe  et  al.)  and 
Concord  18  Nov  (tPH).  Regional  birders  ob- 
served substantial  movements  of  Northern 
Flickers  in  late  Sep,  most  notably  with  a 
count  of  400  at  Bluff  Pt.  24  Sep  (EM). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WRENS 

The  first  of  the  season’s  six  species  of  vagrant 
flycatchers  was  a Say’s  Phoebe  photographed 
at  Plum  1.  6 Sep  (D.  Logan,  m.ob.);  another 
was  located  on  Monhegan  26  Sep  (KL, 
m.ob.).  The  only  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  lin- 
gered in  Carlisle,  Middlesex,  MA  8-28  Nov 
(ph.  J.  & M.  Shaeffer  et  al).  The  Regional  to- 
tal of  13  Western  Kingbirds  was  typical  of  re- 
cent years;  one  photographed  in  Exeter,  Rock- 
ingham, NH  15  Sep  (tMS)  was  early  com- 
pared to  others  in  Maine  (4),  Massachusetts 
(4),  Connecticut  (2),  and  Rhode  Island  (2), 
most  of  which  appeared  from  late  Oct  on- 
ward. Eastern  Kingbirds  were  on  the  move 
with  swallows  in  late  Aug,  with  a count  of 
240  at  Greenwich  Pt.,  Fairfield,  CT  26  Aug 
(M.  Sampson).  One  found  on  Bam  I.,  Ston- 
ington.  New  London,  CT  28  Oct  was  likely  a 
reverse  migrant  (NB).  A Gray  Kingbird  far 
Down  East  in  Calais,  Washirrgton,  ME  3 Oct 
no  doubt  surprised  a visiting  Texas  birder;  it 
was  seen  later  that  day  by  two  Moosehorn 
N.W.R.  biologists  but  not  subsequently  relo- 
cated (M.  Mills).  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
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photographed  11  Nov  in  Truro,  Barnstable, 
MA  (BN)  was  very  close  in  date  and  location 
to  last  years  representative  of  the  species. 
Also  present  for  only  one  day  was  a Fork- 
tailed Flycatcher  in  Cutler,  Washington,  ME 
30  Sep  (ph.  B.  McMillian,  jide  NF).  At  least 
156  Northern  Shrikes  was  the  best  autumn 
Regional  total  since  1995.  The  first  shrikes  ar- 
rived in  n.  New  England  in  mid-Oct,  and  they 
continued  to  spread  across  the  Region 
through  Nov,  with  at  least  16  reported  in  Con- 
necticut and  2 reaching  Rhode  Island. 

A Bell’s  Vireo  at  Sachuest  Point  N.W.R.  24- 
30  Nov  (P.  O’Neill,  ph.  PEE)  was  Rhode  Is- 
land’s first.  A wandering  Gray  Jay  took  up  res- 
idence atop  Mt.  Watatic,  Worcester,  MA  28 
Oct-24  Nov  (ph.  S.  Blanchard,  T.  Murray, 
m.ob.),  mooching  snacks  from  birders  and 
hikers.  The  sky  over  Lighthouse  Pt.  was  pep- 
pered with  more  than  hawks  on  2 Oct,  as  1387 
migrating  Blue  Jays  were  tallied  (BBa).  Closer 
inspection  by  boat  of  a massive  swallow  roost 
along  the  Connecticut  R.  in  Lyme,  New  Lon- 
don, CT  6 Aug  found  400  Purple  Martins 
among  the  flock  (H.  Golet,  GH);  later  visits  in- 
dicated that  there  may  have  been  nearly  1000 
present,  a number  unheard  of  in  New  Eng- 
land. The  Tree  Swallow  maximum  of  200,000 
was  estimated  at  the  roost  23  Sep  (D.  A.  John- 
son), about  a month  after  a similar  tally  at 
Plum  1.  17  Aug  (RH).  A Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallow  found  at  a New  Haven,  CT 
sewage  treatment  plant  10  Nov  (NB)  was 
joined  by  3 others  over  the  next  weeks,  and 
the  group  stayed  into  Dec  (m.ob.).  Swallow- 
seekers  were  also  rewarded  with  the  now-ex- 
pected vagrant  Cave  Swallows.  The  first  was 
observed  in  Hampton,  NH  4 Nov  (tSM),  fol- 
lowed by  a handful  of  others  over  the  next  few 
days  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Connecticut.  Another  influx  came  16-17  Nov, 
and  a final  widespread  push  was  detected  on 
23  Nov  from  Chatham,  MA  s.  and  w.  along  the 
coast.  An  observer  in  Bridport,  Addison,  VT  23 
Nov  was  surprised  by  an  orange-rumped  swal- 
low that  got  by  quickly  enough  that  he  was 
not  able  to  pin  down  its  identification  to 
species  (tM&BB).  No  more  than  3 Cave  Swal- 
lows were  observed  together  at  one  time;  the 
total  reported  came  to  about  30. 

A few  Boreal  Chickadees  joined  the  North 
Country  exodus  in  late  Oct:  one  passed  the 
Russell,  Hampden,  MA  hawkwatch  21  Oct  (T. 
Swochak),  and  2 were  in  Windsor,  Berkshire, 
MA  26  Oct  (E  Carrier).  Red-breasted  Nut- 
hatches were  on  the  move  early  (by  mid- 
Aug),  reached  a peak  in  late  Sep-early  Oct, 
and  had  become  scarce  inland  by  mid-Oct. 
Coastal  high  counts  included  50  each  on  Star 
1.  23  Sep  (New  Hampshire  Audubon)  and 
Monhegan  1 Oct  (DL),  63  on  Outer  Cape  Cod 
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30  Sep  (RH),  and  100  on  Block  I.  29  Sep 
(DF).  Monhegan  also  intercepted  a flight  of 
Brown  Creepers,  with  an  impressive  count  of 
50  on  30  Sep  (DL).  Carolina  Wren  records  of 
interest  included  Aug  nesting  reports  from 
Middlebury  Addison,  VT  (RP)  and  Yarmouth, 
ME  Q.  Krasne),  plus  a bird  in  easternmost 
Maine  at  West  Quoddy  Head  S.E,  Washington 
(M.A.B.A.).  Sedge  Wrens  were  widely  distrib- 
uted this  season:  one  in  Amherst,  Hampshire, 
MA  remained  22  Jul-5  Aug  (HA  et  ah);  an- 
other sang  in  Gloucester,  Providence,  RI  18-21 
Aug  (C.  Brown  et  ah);  N.  Yarmouth,  ME  host- 
ed one  17-19  Sep  (ph.  DL);  another  was  pho- 


tographed on  Star  I.  20-21  Oct  (MJl,  SM  et 
ah);  and  lastly,  one  was  found  in  Westport, 
Bristol,  MA  18  Nov  (EN). 

GNATCATCHER  THROUGH 
WARBLERS 

Observers  seldom  detect  a migratory  peak  for 
New  England  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers,  so 
counts  of  20  at  Lighthouse  Pt.  13  6ar  27  Aug 
(GH)  and  10+  at  Manomet,  Plymouth,  MA  30 
Aug  (ID)  were  noteworthy.  Massachusetts 
claimed  the  season’s  2 Northern  Whea tears,  in 
Orange,  Franklin  5-12  Oct  (M.  Polana,  v.o.) 
and  Chicopee,  Hampden  17  Oct  (S.  Stuart  et 
al).  Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  at  Gay  Head, 
Martha’s  Vineyard  24  Oct  (ph.  L.  McDowell,  A. 
Keith),  at  Brooksville,  Hancock,  ME  19  Nov 
(M.A.B.A.),  and  at  Lincoln,  Middlesex,  MA  20 
Nov  (W.  Harrington).  The  night  of  9-10  Sep 
was  conducive  to  hearing  migrating  thrushes 
overhead  in  Worcester,  MA,  with  Veery  counts 
of  500  in  Worcester  (ML)  and  312  in  S.  Lan- 
caster (SS).  The  same  night  observers  in  Hart- 
land,  Windsor,  VT  noted  a “constant  stream  of 
Swainson’s  Thrushes  flying  overhead”  between 
rain  spells  Q.  Hart,  M.  Medler).  The  Veery 
flight  continued  to  the  next  night  in  n.  Maine, 
with  “numbers  as  high  as  I’ve  ever  heard  at 
night  here”  in  Woodland,  Aroostook  (BS)  and 


spanned  both  nights  in  Gardiner,  Kennebec, 
with  “massive  numbers  of  migrants”  including 
Veery,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  and  Bobolink 
(].  Wells).  An  American  Pipit  count  of  600 
along  the  Connecticut  R.  in  Walpole,  Cheshire, 
NHAVestminster,  Windham,  VT  13  Oct  was 
noteworthy  (EM,  C.  Seifer).  The  autumn  2007 
Bohemian  Waxwing  irruption  into  the  Region 
was  without  recent  precedent.  The  hrst  arrived 
in  n.  Maine  10  Oct  (fide  BS),  followed  a week 
later  by  reports  from  n.  New  Hampshire  and 
Cape  Cod  (!).  By  mid-Nov,  Bohemians  were  lo- 
cally abundant  in  n.  and  e.  Maine,  with  maxi- 
mum flock  sizes  of  600  in  Bangor,  Penobscot  (J. 

Smith)  and  300  in  Waterville, 
Kennebec  (EH);  flocks  of  100 
were  observed  in  St.  Johnsbury 
Center,  Caledonia,  VT  (VB.A.) 
and  Plymouth,  Grafton,  NH 
(MS,  D.  Drachman). 

Early  mornings  are  general- 
ly best  for  detecting  warbler 
flights.  This  held  true  in 
Maine,  where  an  early  morn- 
ing count  of  1113  individuals 
of  16  species  was  made  1 Sep 
on  Cousin’s  I.,  Yarmouth  (DL); 
another  flight  was  noted  in 
Yarmouth  16  Sep  (DL).  The  16 
Sep  flight  also  featured  over 
1000  warblers  of  16  species  at 
Bluff  Pt.,  CT,  preceded  by  a 
similar  count  of  18  species  on  13  Sep  (fide 
GH).  The  only  Golden-winged  Warblers  re- 
ported in  the  Region  were  singles  in  Con- 
necticut and  Rhode  Island.  Tennessee  War- 
blers were  also  scarce,  with  maximum  counts 
of  only  3 at  any  location.  About  60  total  Or- 
ange-crowned Warblers  was  typical  for  recent 
years.  Thirteen  species  of  warblers  were  re- 
ported in  Nov  this  season,  many  on  the  s. 
coast  as  expected.  The  most  northerly  of  the 
group  were  a Yellow  Warbler  in  Concord,  NH 
11  Nov  (PH);  a Magnolia  in  Windham,  Cum- 
berland, ME  9 Nov  (E.  & K.  Eklund);  a Cape 
May  in  Biddeford,  ME  9-26  Nov  (P  Moyna- 
han);  and  a Wilson’s  in  Newfane,  Windham, 
VT  23  Oct  through  at  least  10  Nov  (R.  Foye, 
fide  HG).  High  counts  of  regular  migrants 
were  again  mostly  along  the  coast,  including 
28  Yellows,  35  Magnolias,  43  Black-throated 
Greens,  and  303  American  Redstarts  in  the  1 
Sep  Yarmouth,  ME  flight  (DL);  100  Northern 
Pandas  and  200  American  Redstarts  at  Bluff 
Pt.  14  Sep,  and  105  Blackpolls  there  23  Sep  (E. 
Raynor);  128  Blackpolls  in  the  Blackstone  R. 
Valley,  Worcester,  MA  22  Sep  (ML  et  al);  and 
100  Palm  Warblers  on  Monhegan  30  Sep 
(DL),  followed  by  90  at  Race  Pt.  9 Oct  0- 
Young).  Among  vagrant  warblers  this  season 
were  3 Yellow-throateds:  the  first  visited  feed- 


Thls  adult  Harris's  Sparrow  was  a nice  find  at  Allen's  Meadow,  Wilton,  Connecticut 
3-6  (here  4)  November  2007.  It  made  the  second  state  record  since  1986  and  the 
tenth  overall.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Finnan. 
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ers  in  Tiverton,  Newport,  R1  24  Oct-4  Nov  and 
13-14  Nov  (W.  & L.  Jenkins,  ph.  G.  Dennis); 
another  was  at  a feeder  in  E.  Boothbay,  Lin- 
coln, ME  30  Oct  (M.A.B.A.);  and  the  last  was 
found  at  Fortunes  Rocks,  Biddeford,  ME  7-12 
Nov  (P.  Sanborn,  fide  J.  Stevens).  Single 
Worm-eating  Warblers  were  at  Plum  I.  2 Sep 
(W.  Webb)  and  on  Monhegan  8 Oct  (LB  et 
ah).  The  only  Kentucky  Warbler  was  in 
Bolton,  Tolland,  CT  20  Aug  (E.  Harris).  A total 
of  about  24  Connecticut  Warblers,  two  thirds 
in  Massachusetts  and  mostly  in  Sep,  was  about 
half  last  autumn’s  record  tally.  Banders  in 
Brewster,  Barnstable,  MA  captured  and  pho- 
tographed the  season’s  only  MacGillivray’s 
Warbler  22  Oct  (tS.  Finnegan).  Massachu- 
setts banders  also  encountered  3 Hooded  War- 
blers: an  imm.  female  20  Sep  and  an  imm. 
male  5 Oct  in  Manomet,  Plymouth  (T.  Lloyd- 
Evans  et  al.)  and  a male  on  Plum  1.  12  Oct  (B. 
Flemer  et  ah).  At  55,  Yellow-breasted  Chat 
numbers  nearly  matched  last  year’s  total;  the 
most  northerly  were  at  least  3 in  Maine  and  4 
in  coastal  New  Hampshire. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A male  Summer  Tanager  in  Sanford,  York,  ME 
continued  from  jul  through  8 Aug 
(M.A.B.A.);  another  individual  was  encoun- 
tered on  Monhegan  1 Oct  (DL).  A Western 
Tanager  put  in  a brief  appearance  in  Fal- 
mouth, Barnstable,  MA  2 Nov  (T.  Stone  et  ah). 
Notable  high  counts  of  common  sparrows  in- 
cluded 270  Chippings  in  Eastham,  MA  16  Sep 
(RH);  275  Savannahs  at  Silver  Sands  S.P.,  New 
Haven,  CT  7 Oct  (GH);  about  300  Savannahs 
and  200  Swamps  at  Green  Point  W.M.A., 
Dresden,  Lincoln,  ME  15  Oct  (EH);  1000 
White-throated  Sparrows  in  Yarmouth,  ME 
21  Sep  (DL);  and  481  Dark-eyed  Juncos  on  a 
regular  census  route  in  Concord,  NH  21  Oct 
(PH  et  al.).  A seasonal  total  of  at  least  15  Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  in  Connecticut  was  the  best 
ever  for  the  state  (GH)  and  contributed  to  a 
Regional  total  of  59,  with  2 each  in  ’Vermont 
and  New  Hampshire,  7 each  in  Rhode  Island 
and  Maine,  and  the  balance  in  the  Bay  State, 
including  4 at  Cumberland  Farms,  Middle- 
borough  8 Oct  0-  Sweeney  et  al).  Lark  Spar- 
rows were  found  in  average  numbers  (13) 
from  Maine  to  Massachusetts;  late  birds  were 
in  Rye,  NH  24  Nov  (ph.  SM,  BG  et  al.)  and 
Wellfleet,  MA  30  Nov  (M.A.S.,  DB),  well  out- 
side the  expected  dates  of  occurrence  for  the 
species.  An  ad.  Henslow’s  Sparrow  was  docu- 
mented from  Tyringham,  Berkshire,  MA  6 Oct 
(tML  cl  al.).  'Vermont  birders  gained  more  ex- 
perience in  locating  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows,  with  reports  of  singles  at 
D.C.WM.A.  30  Sep  (tTGM,  CP)  and  21  Oct 
(P.  Folsom,  D.  Foreman)  and  at  Retreat  Mead- 


ows, Brattleboro  1-2,  11,  & 15  Oct  (HG).  The 
peak  of  Fox  Sparrow  migration  is  often  little 
noticed  in  the  Region,  so  counts  of  26  in  Han- 
cock, Berkshire,  MA  29  Oct  (TG)  and  23  in 
Addison,  VT  5 Nov  (G.  Askew)  were  notewor- 
thy. Community  gardens  in  Concord,  NH 
sheltered  30  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  3 Oct  (EM). 
An  ad.  Harris’s  Sparrow  lingered  at  Allen’s 
Meadow,  Wilton,  Fairfield,  CT  3-6  Nov  (L. 
Tiller).  Weather  conditions  combined  to  pro- 
duce excellent  numbers  of  White-crowned 
Sparrows  across  the  Region  late  Sep-mid-Oct. 
Maine  birders  noted  the  largest  numbers:  175 
on  Monhegan  30  Sep  and  100+  on  Cousin’s  L, 
Yarmouth  14  Oct  (both  DL),  and  about  100  at 
Green  Point  W.M.A.,  Dresden  15  Oct  (EH). 

Thirty-four  Blue  Grosbeaks  was  the  best 
Regional  autumn  total  since  1998;  at  least  22 
of  these  were  in  Massachusetts,  including 
maxima  of  3 each  in  Nahant,  Essex  and  on 
Nantucket;  4 reached  Maine,  including  the 
latest  in  Portland  25  Oct  (BH).  A female  Paint- 
ed Bunting  appeared  briefly  in  a Concord,  NH 
backyard  1 Oct  (tR.  Woodward).  A total  of  34 
Dickcissels  was  about  half  the  Regional  total 
for  the  past  four  autumns  and  the  lowest  since 
1993.  Maxima  for  migrating  Bobolinks  are 
generally  in  Aug,  but  the  highest  totals  report- 
ed this  season  were  later:  613  in  Northamp- 
ton, MA  8 Sep  (TG)  and  835  at  Lighthouse  Pt. 
9 Sep  (SMa).  The  first  of  4 Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds  were  imm.  males  in  Massachusetts 
at  Daniel  Webster  Wildlife  Sanctuary,  Marsh- 
field 5 Sep  (D.  Furbish)  and  Wellfleet  Bay 
Wildlife  Sanctuary  26  Sep  (M.A.S.,  M.  Faher- 
ty);  ad.  males  appeared  about  a month  later, 
on  21  Oct  in  Westerly,  RI  (P  Rusch)  and  28 
Oct  in  Wayland,  Middlesex,  MA  (BrH).  Pine 
Grosbeaks  appeared  in  large  numbers  in  the 
Region  this  autumn,  arriving  early  (17  Oct  in 
n.  Maine,  reaching  e.  Massachusetts  by  the 
end  of  Oct),  building  up  rapidly,  and  becom- 
ing widespread  by  early  Nov.  A selection  of 
high  counts  include  20+  in  S.  Newfane,  VT  12 
Nov  (C.  Petrak);  30  in  Rumney,  Grafton,  NH 
11  Nov  (MS,  L.  Burton);  20  in  Benton,  Ken- 
nebec, ME  13  Nov  (D.  Smith);  26  at  Quabbin, 
MA  17  Nov  (ML  et  al.);  and  25  in  Royalston, 
Worcester,  MA  17  Nov  (SMo  et  al.).  A single 
Pine  Grosbeak  reached  Goshen,  Litchfield,  CT 
18  Nov  (NB).  Purple  Finches  moved  out  of 
the  boreal  forest  in  large  numbers  in  Sep-Oct; 
reports  were  widespread  across  the  Region, 
with  high  counts  of  80  on  Monhegan  1 Oct 
(DL)  and  an  impressive  600+  passing  over 
Lighthouse  Pt.  15  Oct  (GH).  Even  more  im- 
pressive given  the  recent  disease-related  de- 
cline were  the  counts  of  House  Finches  from 
Lighthouse  Pt.:  750  on  15  Oct  and  1400  on  22 
Oct  (GH).  A modest  flight  of  Red  Crossbills 
included  reports  from  every  state  and  a maxi- 


mum of  35  at  Plum  I.  12  Nov  (SS).  White- 
winged Crossbills  were  not  quite  as  numer- 
ous, with  reports  from  every  state  except 
Rhode  Island  and  a high  count  of  15  from  Sal- 
isbury, Essex,  MA  22  Nov  (M.A.S.,  B.  Gette). 
Common  Redpolls  arrived  nearly  simultane- 
ously from  Massachusetts  northward  on  29-31 
Oct  and  quickly  built  to  large  numbers.  No- 
table high  counts  reported  by  the  end  of  the 
season  were  113  at  Pickering  Ponds,  Roches- 
ter, NH  9 Nov  (S.  Young),  150  in  Bridport,  VT 
23  Nov  (M&BB),  193  in  Lexington,  Middlesex, 
MA  12  Nov  (MR),  145  in  Eastham,  MA  15 
Nov  (M.  Malin),  and  73+  in  Lincoln,  Provi- 
dence, Rl  30  Nov  (fide  RE).  The  Common  Red- 
polls were  accompanied  by  the  first  autumn- 
season  Hoary  Redpolls  in  the  Region  since 
2003.  The  first  was  photographed  at  Plum  1. 
17  Nov  (EN);  others  were  reported  25  Nov  at 
Ware  River  Important  Bird  Area,  Hampshire, 
MA  (ML  et  al.)  and  Plymouth,  Grafton,  NH  25 
Nov  (ph.  BG),  and  in  Sandwich,  Carroll,  NH 
26  & 28  Nov  (tTV).  There  were  several  triple- 
digit counts  of  American  Goldfinches,  topped 
by  700  at  Lighthouse  Pt.  9 Nov  (MJI  et  ah). 
Compared  to  the  1980s  and  early  1990s, 
Evening  Grosbeak  numbers  were  not  impres- 
sive, but  they  were  nonetheless  a big  improve- 
ment over  the  past  10  years.  Flocks  of  10-20 
reached  as  far  s.  as  Connecticut,  with  a maxi- 
mum count  of  75+  in  Royalston,  Worcester, 
MA  17  Nov  (SMo  et  ah). 

Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contributors 
(italics),  and  observers:  H.  Allen,  Audubon 
Society  of  New  Hampshire,  Bill  Banks,  Dan 
Berard,  Jim  Berry,  Bird  Observer,  Mike  Blust, 
Barry  Blust,  Nick  Bonomo,  Lysle  Brinker,  Ter- 
ry Bronson,  Phil  Brown,  Ian  Davies,  Norm  Fa- 
mous, Rachel  Farrell,  Dan  Finizia,  Tom 
Gagnon,  Hector  Galbraith,  Ben  Griffith,  Bill 
Hancock,  Greg  Hanisek,  Brian  Harris  (BrH), 
Rick  Heil,  David  J.  Hoag,  Pam  Hunt,  Eric 
Hynes,  Marshall  J.  Iliff,  Paul  EEtoile,  Vernon 
Laux,  Richard  B.  Lavallee,  Kristin  Lindquist, 
Derek  Lovitch,  Mark  Lynch,  Maine  Audubon 
Bird  Alert,  Frank  Mantlik,  Massachusetts 
Audubon  Society,  Eric  Masterson,  Steve  Mayo 
(SMa),  Kent  McFarland,  Steve  Mirick,  Jane 
Mirick,  Steve  Moore,  Ted  G.  Murin,  Erik 
Nielsen,  Blair  Nikula,  Jim  Osborn,  Ron 
Payne,  Wayne  Petersen,  Bryan  Pfeiffer,  Craig 
Provost,  Edie  Ray,  Heidi  Rich,  Marj  Rines,  Taj 
Schottland,  Luke  Seitz,  Bill  Sheehan,  James  P 
Smith,  Mark  Suomala,  Steven  Sutton,  William 
Townsend,  Jeremiah  Trimble,  Tony  Vazzano, 
Barbara  Volkle,  Rob  Woodward. 
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The  highlights  of  the  fall  were  record- 
breaking  numbers  of  Ash-throated 
Flycatchers,  a substantial  flight  of 
Cave  Swallows,  and  the  beginnings  of  major 
irruptions  of  Bohemian  Waxwings,  crossbills, 
Pine  and  Evening  Grosbeaks,  and  redpolls. 
September  was  warm  and  dry;  October  had 
record-breaking  warmth  and  was  rather  wet; 
and  November  returned  to  near-average  con- 
ditions. 

Abbreviations;  Avalon  (Avalon  Seawatch, 
Avalon,  Cape  May,  NJ);  Braddock  Bay  (Brad- 
dock  Bay  B.O.,  Rochester,  NY);  Brigantine 
(Forsyth  N.W.R.,  Atlantic,  NJ);  Bombay  Hook 
(Bombay  Hook  N.W.R.,  Kent,  DE);  Chazy 
(Chazy  R.  mouth,  Clinton,  NY);  Derby  Hill 
(Derby  Hill  Hawkwatch,  Oswego,  NY);  Ham- 
burg (Hamburg  Hawkwatch,  near  Buffalo, 
NY);  Hamlin  Beach  (Hamlin  Beach  S.P.,  near 
Rochester,  NY);  Howland  I.  (Howland  Island 
W.M.A.,  Cayuga,  NY);  Iroquois  (Iroquois 
N.W.R.,  Genesee/Orleans,  NY)  Jamaica  Bay 
Qamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge,  Gateway  N.P, 
New  York  City);  Jones  Beach  Qones  Beach 
S.P.,  s.  shore  of  Long  I.,  NY);  Little  Creek, 
(Little  Creek  W.M.A.,  Kent,  DE);  Mannington 
(Mannington  Marsh,  Salem,  NJ);  Montauk 
(Montauk  Pt.,  Suffolk,  Long  L,  NY);  Mon- 
tezuma (Montezuma  N.W.R.,  Seneca,  NY); 
Pike’s  Beach  (Moriches  Bay,  Suffolk,  Long  L, 
NY);  Robert  Moses  (Robert  Moses  S.R,  Suf- 
folk, Long  L,  NY);  Sandy  Hook  (Sandy  Hook 
Unit/Gateway  National  Recreation  Area,  Mon- 
mouth, NJ);  Ted  Harvey  (Ted  Harvey  Conser- 
vation Area/Logan  Lane  Tract,  Kent,  DE); 
Tonawanda  (Tonawanda  W.M.A.,  Genesee  and 
Niagara,  NY). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  PELICANS 

A Pink-footed  Goose  was  found  at  Deep  Hol- 
low Ranch,  Montauk,  Long  L,  NY  18  Nov 


(SSM,  PJL),  a first  for  the  state  and  about  the 
13th  for  the  Northeast.  The  recent  dramatic 
increase  of  this  species  in  Europe  (and  its 
scarcity  in  waterfowl  collections)  suggests 
that  the  Montauk  individual  was  wild.  About 
12  Greater  White- fronted  Geese  were  found, 

5 of  these  on  Long  Island.  An  estimate  of 
100,000  Snow  Geese  at  Bombay  Hook  4 Nov 
was  the  largest  reported,  but  below  some  to- 
tals of  recent  falls,  while  a Regional  total  of  18 
Ross’s  Geese  included  10-15  in  Delaware 
alone.  Larger  inland  totals  of  Brant  included 
2486  at  Derby  Hill  7 Oct  and  1656  at  Hamlin 
Beach  16  Oct,  and  2 Black  Brant  were  found 
at  Avon  and  Bradley  Beach,  Monmouth,  NJ  3 

6 23  Nov  (SB,  LM).  Two  Barnacle  Geese 
were  found;  like  Pink-footeds,  populations  of 
Barnacle  Geese  are  expanding  rather  rapidly. 
This  years  Barnacle  Geese  were  at  Cape  May 
17  Nov+  (PEL,  m.ob.)  and  Montauk  30  Oct-i- 
(VB,  m.ob.).  A Regional  total  of  about  50 
Cackling  Geese  included  26  in  w.  New  York 
and  another  9 in  the  Adirondacks.  Counts  of 
Trumpeter  Swans  are  increasing,  as  30  were 
counted  at  Montezuma  4 Nov  (MW)  and  23 
at  Savannah,  Wayne,  NY  4 Nov  (Leona 
Lauster);  2 others  without  patagial  tags  were 
seen  in  New  Jersey,  one  at  Smartswood,  Sus- 
sex 14  Aug-5  Oct  (V.  Cancelliere  et  al.)  and 
another  at  Whitesbog,  Ocean  14  Nov  (TBa). 

The  largest  totals  of  Wood  Ducks  reported 
were  298  at  Alexander,  Genesee,  NY  18  Sep 
and  200  at  Howland  L,  NY  8 Sep.  A near-av- 
erage 9 Eurasian  Wigeons  were  found,  and  for 
the  2nd  year  in  a row,  a Cinnamon  Teal  was 
found  at  Ted  Harvey  15-16  Sep  (BGP),  a 12th 
Regional  occurrence.  Impressive  though  not 
record-breaking  counts 
of  freshwater  ducks  in- 
cluded 5000  Northern 
Pintails  at  Brigantine  28 
Oct  (Bryan  Rickman), 

2000  Green-winged  Teal 
at  Brigantine  4 Nov 
(SG),  and  6000  Ring- 
necked Ducks  at  Mon- 
tezuma 4 Nov  (TL, 

CW).  A female  Tufted 
Duck  at  Noblewood 
Park,  Essex,  NY  7 Nov 
(PO)  added  to  the  grad- 
ually increasing  number 
of  inland  records  of  this 
species.  Greater  Scaup  have  declined  substan- 
tially in  the  past  30  years,  so  7000-9000  birds 
at  Black  River  Bay,  Jefferson,  NY  21-28  Nov 
were  of  interest  (and  larger  than  any  coastal 
flock).  Eleven  King  Eiders  included  6 count- 
ed at  the  Avalon  Seawatch  28  Sep-29  Nov, 
singles  at  Cape  May  27  Oct  (MO’B)  and  Jones 
Beach  23  Nov  (Brendan  Fogerty),  and  3 in 


upstate  New  York  6-29  Nov.  A female  Com- 
mon Eider  was  unusual  inland  at  Iroquois  27 
Oct  (C.  Bennett).  Similarly,  a female  Harle- 
quin Duck  at  Braddock  Bay  13  Nov  (KCG) 
was  unusual  at  that  L.  Ontario  site.  Record- 
high  daily  totals  of  migrating  scoters  were 
recorded  at  Avalon  Seawatch  26  Oct:  66,587 
Surfs,  74,998  Blacks,  and  663  White- 
wingeds.  Twelve  hundred  sixty  Long-tailed 
Ducks  were  at  Hamlin  Beach  28  Oct  (WS), 
and  127  carcasses  were  picked  up  during  the 
botulism  outbreak  along  the  St.  Lawrence 
River.  A Barrow’s  Goldeneye  at  Avalon  Sea- 
watch 28  Nov  was  particularly  unusual  this 
far  south.  Counts  of  350  Hooded  Mergansers 
at  Wilson  Hills  W.M.A.,  St.  Lawrence,  NY  18 
Nov  and  300  at  Brigantine  24  Nov  (Keith 
Michael)  are  indicative  of  their  continued  in- 
crease, and  3500  Red-breasted  Mergansers  at 
Braddock  Bay  12  Nov  (DT)  was  a sizeable 
concentration.  Northern  Bobwhite  has  a pre- 
carious foothold  in  the  Region,  so  a group  of 
9 (perhaps  the  result  of  stocking?)  at  the 
South  Shore  Nature  Center,  Suffolk,  Long  1.  is 
worth  noting  OGD- 

The  Red-throated  Loon  total  at  Avalon  18 
Nov  was  10,348;  migration  totals  such  as  this 
are  one  of  the  few  ways  to  estimate  the  New 
World  population  of  this  Arctic  breeder.  Two 
Pacific  Loons  were  found  inland  (virtually  all 
Massachusetts  records,  by  contrast,  are 
coastal):  one  at  Gravelly  Pt.,  Cumberland 
Head,  Clinton,  NY  6 Nov  (BK,  CM)  and  an- 
other at  Sheldrake,  Seneca,  NY  8-9  Nov  (Dave 
Nutter,  TJ).  Ninety-nine  Common  Loon  car- 
casses were  picked  up  along  the  L.  Ontario 
shoreline  10  Oct-11  Nov;  these  were  victims 


of  the  botulism  outbreak,  and  3100  were 
counted  on  Cayuga  L.  at  Myers  Pt.,  Tompldiis, 
NY  16  Nov  (TJ).  Eleven  Eared  Grebes  19 
Aug-9  Nov  included  a maximum  of  4 at 
Batavia  W.T.P.,  Genesee,  NY  6 Oct  (WW). 
Twenty-three  Red-necked  Grebe  carcasses 
were  picked  up  along  the  L.  Ontario  shoreline 
10  Oct-11  Nov  during  the  botulism  outbreak. 


This  Barnade  Goose,  photographed  22  November  2007  at  Cape  May,  New  Jersey,  added  to 
the  rapidly  increasing  number  of  records  in  the  East.  Photograph  by  Tom  Johnson. 
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A Pink-footed  Goose  turned  up  at  Montauk,  Long  Island,  New  York  18  November 
2007  and  remained  through  the  winter.  Like  populations  of  Barnacle  Goose,  those 
of  Pink-footeds  are  on  the  distinct  increase.  Photograph  ByShaiMitm. 


Two  White-faced  Storm-Petrels  were  found 
on  offshore  boat  trips:  one  near  Baltimore 
Canyon  off  Sussex,  DE  3 Aug  (M.  Fritz,  John 
Brittin)  and  another  near  Hudson  Canyon  16 
Sep  (R.  Guthrie,  PAG  et  al). 

The  continued  increase  of  Northern  Gan- 
nets  in  the  Northeast  is  reflected  by  counts  in 
our  Region:  9000  were  at  Robert  Moses  3 Nov, 
5200  passed  Avalon  25  Nov,  and  at  least  14 
were  reported  from  the  L.  Ontaraio  shoreline 
in  Nov.  Three  American  White  Pelicans  were 
found:  one  at  Brigantine  29  Aug-6  Oct  (Matt 
Webster,  m.ob.),  one  at  Island  Beach,  NJ  8 
Oct  (LM,  SB),  and  one  at  West  Islip,  Suffolk, 
Long  1.17  Sep  (Bob  Grover).  Very  unusual  for 
L.  Ontario  (and  not  storm-related)  were  4 
Brown  Pelicans  at  Hamlin  Beach  19  Aug 
(DT);  74  at  Avalon  2 Oct  was  the  largest 
coastal  count.  An  Anhinga  flew  over  the  Cape 
May  hawkwatch  9-10  Oct  OD,  W&SM),  and 
a male  frigatebird,  presumably  but  not  defin- 
itively Magnificent,  was  near  Montauk,  Long 
1.  26  Aug-1  Sep  (Chris  Roberts,  Jide  HM). 

HERONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Thirteen  American  Bitterns  and  3 Least  Bit- 
terns were  seen  arriving  at  dawn  at  Cape  May 
30  Sep  (MO’B).  It  was  a very  big  fall  for  Great 
Egrets,  with  counts  of  410  at  Great  Bay  Boule- 
vard W.M.A.,  Monmouth,  NJ  8 Sep  (MG),  300 
at  Brigantine  18  Aug  (WK),  and  218  at  Tona- 
wonda  18  Sep  (WW).  The  Western  Reef- 
Heron  found  earlier  in  the  summer  at 
Dreier-Offerman  Park  in  Brooklyn  remained 
until  6 Aug.  The  largest  count  of  Snowy 
Egrets  was  of  275  flying  past  Avalon  12  Oct, 
and  6 Tricolored  Herons  were  at  Nummy  I., 
Cape  May  7 Oct  (TJ).  Eight  Cattle  Egrets  at 
Doc  Cramer  Park,  Cedar  Run,  Ocean,  NJ  19 


Nov  (Donna  Desjardins)  was 
a large  number  locally  for 
this  declining  species.  There 
were  several  sightings  of  at 
least  3 imm.  White  Ibis:  at 
Bombay  Hook  25  Aug  (Kim 
Steinenger),  at  Little  Creek 
12  Sep  (RRV),  and  one  or 
more  between  Cape  May  and 
Brigantine  13  Aug-19  Sep 
(m.ob.).  An  unidentified  Ple- 
gadis  ibis  was  unusual  at 
Montezuma  31  Oct  (TJ, 
CW),  and  the  Roseate 
Spoonbill  found  in  the  sum- 
mer at  Brigantine  continued 
until  7 Oct. 

Seventy-five  Black  Vul- 
tures at  Shawangunk  Grass- 
lands N.W.R.,  Ulster,  NY, 
while  not  a record-breaking 
total,  nevertheless  signifies 
how  dramatically  this  species  has  increased, 
and  673  Turkey  Vultures  at  Bishop  Road 
Hawkwatch  25  Oct  was  a record  fall  count  for 
that  locality.  One  hundred  eighty-four  Os- 
preys at  Robert  Moses  29  Sep  was  a record  to- 
tal there  (DP).  A Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  at 
Greece,  Monroe,  NY  4 Aug  (D.  Niven),  and  a 
Mississippi  Kite  at  Cape  May  7 Oct  (Amy 
Davis)  was  the  only  one  reported. 

One  hundred  sixty-eight  Northern 
Harriers  at  Robert  Moses  29  Sep  was 
a record  total  (DP),  and  the  largest 
Acdpiter  flight  was  a rather  meager 
1010  Sharp-shinned  and  193  Coop- 
er’s at  Cape  May  29  Sep  (Jessie  Barry 
et  al.).  Only  one  Swainson’s  Hawk 
was  found  this  fall,  a second-year 
bird  at  Cape  May  21  Oct  (MO’B,  SC, 

KL).  It  was  a mediocre  fall  for 
Rough-legged  Hawks,  and  the 
biggest  count  was  14  at  Bishop  Road 
Hawkwatch  10  Nov  (BPu).  Four 
Golden  Eagles  at  Cape  May  2 Nov 
and  1031  American  Kestrels  there  23 
Sep  were  impressive  totals,  and  319 
Merlins  at  Robert  Moses  29  Sep 
made  an  all-time  record-high  tally 
there  (DP). 

RAILS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Two  King  Rails  were  at  the  Great 
Swamp  N.W.R.,  Morris,  NJ  22  Sep,  and  anoth- 
er was  at  Cape  May  16  Oct  (SC).  A Yellow 
Rail  was  captured  in  Randolph,  Morris,  NJ  10 
Oct  and  brought  to  a rehabilitator.  A total  of 
55  Common  Moorhens  at  Montezuma  4 Aug 
(TL)  emphasizes  the  patchy  distribution  of 
this  otherwise  scarce  breeder.  Sandhill  Cranes 
continue  to  increase,  as  17+  in  the  Niagara 


frontier  region  was  a record  fall  total  for  that 
area,  10  or  more  were  in  the  Rochester,  NY 
area,  7 were  in  the  Adirondacks,  and  3 were  at 
Cape  May  29  Oct-25  Nov. 

With  the  marked  exception  of  Buff-breast- 
ed and  Western  Sandpipers  (see  below), 
numbers  of  shorebirds  were  low.  An  enumer- 
ation of  the  larger  totals  and  highlights  fol- 
lows. There  were  750  Black-bellied  Plovers  at 
Hereford  Inlet,  Cape  May  7 Oct  (TL)  and  32 
American  Golden-Plovers  at  Porter,  Niagara, 
NY  28  Sep.  A Wilson’s  Plover  was  at  Brigan- 
tine 6 Oct  (Guy  Jardinier).  Two  thousand 
Semipalmated  Plovers  were  at  Brigantine  18 
Aug  (WK),  and  counts  of  410  American  Oys- 
tercatchers  at  Hereford  Inlet,  Cape  May  and 
315  at  Jones  Beach  11  Nov  (Steve  Schelling) 
were  consistent  with  that  species’  continued 
increase  in  the  Northeast.  American  Avocets 
dispersed  northward  and  inland  late  in  fall: 
one  was  at  Batavia  W.T.P.,  Genesee,  NY  26-27 
Aug  (Kimberly  Sucy,  Greg  Lawrence)  and  an- 
other at  Sandy  Pond,  Oswego,  NY  11-16  Nov 
(Marge  Rusk).  Three  hundred  Greater  and 
500  Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  Brigantine  18  Aug 
were  as  many  as  could  be  found  anywhere, 
and  130  Willets  were  counted  at  Nummy  L, 
Cape  May,  NJ  8 Oct  (Callus  Quigley),  proba- 
bly all  Westerns.  Forty-nine  Western  and  2 
Eastern  Willets  were  at  Jones  Beach  15  Sep.  A 


Regional  total  of  7 Hudsonian  Godwits  was 
low  compared  with  recent  years,  and  an 
unidentified  godwit  was  seen  at  Ausable  Ft., 
Clinton,  NY  28  Oct  (Melanie  A.  McCorma- 
ck). By  contrast,  18  Marbled  Godwits  at  Aval- 
on 21  Oct  and  16  at  Brigantine  31  Oct  (DF) 
were  rather  high  counts.  Western  Sandpipers 
were  numerous  this  fall:  800  each  were  at 


Nicely  documented  was  this  young  Long-tailed  Jaeger  at  Derby  Hill,  near 
Mexico,  New  York,  on  the  Lake  Ontario  shoreline  12  September  2007. 
Photograph  by  Beug  Lmstrath. 
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A Calliope  Hummingbird  in  Denville,  New  Jersey  17  (here)  through  21  November  2007 
was  the  state's  sixth.  Photograph  by  Steve  Byland. 


Stone  Harbor  5 Aug  (SG)  and  at  Brigantine 
24  Aug  (MO’B),  while  200  were  at  Bombay 
Hook  8 Aug  (Andrew  Leidig).  Relatively  few 
grass  peeps  were  reported;  the  Regional  total 
of  Baird’s  Sandpipers  included  4 at  Tonawan- 
da  8 Sep  (WD’A).  A Curlew  Sandpiper  was  at 
Bombay  Hook  25-27  Aug  (Chris  Wright, 
CDC),  and  another  was  at  Jamaica  Bay  30  Sep 
(Keith  Michael).  The  highest  count  of  Stilt 
Sandpipers  was  of  90  at  Brigantine  19  Aug 
(SG).  Nearly  100  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers, 
almost  certainly  a Regional  record,  were  re- 
ported, scattered  over  a range  of  dates  (and 
thus  not  related  to  any  particular  weather 
event).  The  larger  groups  were  21  at  the 
Johnson  Sod  Farm,  Salem,  NJ  5 Sep  (DM),  22 
at  Cape  May  8 Sep  (SG),  22  at  Riverhead, 
Long  I.  15  Sep  (JGl),  and  22  at  Broadkill 
Beach  Impoundment,  Sussex,  DE  20  Sep-5 
Oct  (Bill  Fintel,  m.ob.).  The  similarity  of 
flock  sizes  might  suggest  some  redundancy, 
but  the  exact  chronology  of  sightings  indi- 
cates that  100  is  a firm  minimum  number. 
There  were  4 Ruffs  this  fall:  at  Cape  May  22 
Aug  (DF,  MO’B),  at  Sky  High  Sod  Farm, 
Madison,  NY  25  Aug  (BPu),  a juv.  male  at 
Chazy  2 Sep  (BK),  and  another  at  Cape  May 
6 Oct  (N.  Senner  et  al).  Long-billed  Dow- 
itchers  were  a bit  more  numerous  than  usual, 
with  75  at  Brigantine  24  Aug  (MO’B),  100  at 
Bombay  Hook  13  Oct  (Tim  Potter),  and  45  at 
Fitzpatrick’s  house,  Tompkins,  NY  28  Oct  (J. 
Fitzpatrick).  Thirty-three  American  Wood- 
cocks at  Cape  May  1 Nov  was  an  impressive 
count.  There  were  about  13  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes,  including  4 at  Jamaica  Bay  31 
Aug-9  Sep  OGf)  and  5-6  in  s.  New  Jersey  18 
Aug-14  Sep,  and  about  25  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  Regionwide.  A Regional  total  of 
about  22  Red  Phalaropes  included  5 at 
Huron,  Wayne,  NY  28  Oct  (TJ). 

Numbers  of  jaegers  seen  on  the  Great 
Lakes  seem  to  be  increasing,  but  part  of  this 
may  reflect  more  intensive  coverage.  This  fall, 
there  was  a Pomarine  at  Derby  Hill  12  Sep 
(BPu  et  al.),  and  the  total  of  about  30  Para- 
sitics  on  L.  Ontario  included  peak  counts  of  8 
at  Hamlin  Beach  26  Aug  (RSp)  and  7 at  Der- 
by Hill  26  Sep.  Five  Long-tailed  Jaegers  seen 
on  L.  Ontario  included  a juv.  photographed  at 
Derby  Hill  12  Sep  (Dan  Leete,  BPu)  and  4 ads. 
at  Hamlin  Beach  21  Aug-10  Sep  (WS,  DT). 
Yet  another  juv.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  care- 
fully studied  at  the  Chazy  ferry  dock  16  Nov 
(BK).  At  the  coast,  2 Pomarines  were  at  Island 
Beach  27  Oct  (AT),  14  Parasitics  passed  Aval- 
on 2 Oct,  and  12  were  at  Cape  May  14  Oct 
OGu).  Finally,  2 Long-tailed  Jaegers  were 
seen  at  Hudson  Canyon  16  Sep  (RG,  H.  Fish- 
er et  al). 

A Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  Fort  Tilden,  Queens, 


NY  28  Oct  (CW);  while  increasing  in  recent 
years,  this  species  is  still  rare  and  irregular  in 
our  area  in  fall  away  from  the  Niagara  River.  Of 
the  18  recorded  Regionwide,  the  biggest  con- 
centration of  Little  Gulls  was  6 at  Hamlin 
Beach  4-20  Nov  (KCG,  RSp  et  al).  Some  6 
Black-headed  Gulls  included  one  at  Chazy  17 
Sep  for  a 3rd  local  record  there  (BK).  A first-cy- 
cle Mew  Gull  of  the  nominate  subspecies  was 
seen  at  Irondequoit  Bay  9 Oct  (RSp,  DS,  G. 
Lawrence),  a 3rd  firm  record  for  New  York.  Six- 
ty Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were  at  Trenton, 
Mercer,  NJ  5 Oct  (WK), 
and  an  ad.  at  Irondequoit 
Bay  24  Aug  (WW)  was 
unusual  for  the  date  and 
locality.  A bird  judged  to 
be  a Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  X Herring  Gull  hy- 
brid was  at  Bayville, 

Long  1.  25-26  Oct  (R. 

Rossetti  et  al).  Four  juv. 

Sabine’s  Gulls  were  at 
Huron,  Wayne,  NY  10 
Sep  (CW,  TJ,  TL,  M.  Har- 
vey), and  2 juvs.,  one  of 
which  later  died,  were  at 
Buffalo,  NY  6 Nov  Ok 
WW,WD’A).  Other  juvs. 
were  at  Hamlin  Beach  23 
Sep  (AG),  Huron, 

Wayne,  NY  28  Sep  (DW), 
and  Sterling,  Cayuga,  NY 
13  Oct  (DW,  BPu,  J. 

Brin).  Ad.  Black-legged 
Kittiwakes  were  seen  in- 
land at  Long  Pond  23 
Nov  (DT)  and  at  Glenmere  L.,  Orange,  NY  21 
Nov  (Christine  Guarino),  and  about  5 were 
seen  on  L.  Ontario  during  Nov. 

A Least  Tern  at  Hamlin  Beach  10  Sep  made 
a 3rd  local  record  there  (DT).  Higher  num- 
bers of  Caspian  Terns  were  160  at  Braddock 


Bay  24  Aug  (DT)  and  52  at 
Stone  Harbor  3 Sep  (SG). 
Forty-four  Royal  Terns  at 
Pike’s  Beach  1 Sep  (SSM, 
PJL)  and  48  at  Union 
Beach,  Monmouth,  NJ  2 
Oct  (SB)  are  rather  a lot 
for  so  far  n.  but  are  consis- 
tent with  a continuing 
northerly  push  by  that 
species.  One  or  2 Sand- 
wich Terns  were  at  Island 
Beach  S.P.  5-8  Sep 
(A&JT).  Larger  counts  of 
the  commoner  terns  in- 
cluded 2500  Commons  at 
Breezy  Pt.,  Queens,  NY  11 
Aug  (R.  Bourque),  2800 
Commons  at  Jones  Beach  15  Sep,  500 
Forster’s  at  Jones  Beach  28  Sep,  and  1441 
Forster’s  passing  Avalon  27  Oct. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Single  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  at  Brick, 
Ocean,  NJ  6 Aug  Qeff  Daniels),  at  Cape  May 
21  Oct  (SG),  and  at  Port  Crane,  Broome,  NY  9 
Sep-2  Oct  (D.  Gochfeld).  The  season’s  only 
White-winged  Dove  was  at  Villas,  Cape  May 
28  Nov+  (CJV,  C.  Krilowicz).  Thirty-five 
Monk  Parakeets  at  Edgewater,  Bergen,  NJ  10 


Sep  (C.  Tackacs)  indicate  that  this  colony  still 
persists.  Two  Snowy  Owls  were  reported  8 
Nov:  one  at  Ellicott,  Chautauqua,  NY  and  the 
other  at  Greece,  Monroe,  NY.  Barred  Owls  in 
downtown  Syracuse,  Onandaga,  NY  17  Ocl, 
in  Liverpool,  Onandaga,  NY  29  Oct,  at  Sandy 


Lark  Bunting,  a species  apparently  in  decline  over  most  of  its  breeding  range,  was  found 
twice  in  the  Hudson-Delaware  region  in  autumn  2007.  This  bird  at  Stafford,  Ocean  County, 
New  Jersey  12  September  furnished  one  of  just  a few  state  records  documented  by  photo- 
graph. Photograph  by  Michael  McGraw. 
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h Record-high  numbers  of  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  and  substantial  numbers  of  Cave  Swallows  reached  our  area  dur- 
3 r\  ing  late  fall.  Six  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  were  found  on  Long  I.  and  Staten  1. 16-30  Nov,  and  3 more  were  found  in 
New  Jersey  1 7-25  Nov  (and  2-3  others  were  found  in  New  Jersey  in  Dec).  While  it  may  be  tempting  to  attribute  this  major  ir- 
ruption largely  to  weather  patterns,  the  broad  (if  typical)  spread  of  arrival  dates  suggests  that  the  breeding  season  may  also 
have  been  unusually  productive.  Cave  Swallows  were  noted  from  28  Oct  through  Nov.  Swallows  peaked  at  Cape  May  17  & 23 
Nov  (64  and  98  birds,  respectively)  and  along  the  L.  Ontario  shoreline  3-14  Nov  (42  birds),  concentrations  probably  connect- 
ed to  weather  conditions,  but  the  long-term  increase  in  autumn  Cave  Swallows  in  the  East  is  clearly  connected  to  the  expan- 
sion of  the  species'  breeding  range  to  the  north  and  east.  Cave  Swallows'  utilization  of  highway  overpass  bridges  for  nesting 
has  probably  aided  this  rapid  spread.  Ash-throated  Flycatcher's  expansion  is  less  obvious,  but  a perusal  of  Breeding  Bird  Sur- 
vey data  for  sw.  North  America  documents  the  spread  as  well. 


Hook  25  Nov  (MP;  TBo),  and  at  Cape  May  27 
Nov  (MO’B)  were  perhaps  indicative  of  wide- 
spread dispersal  that  occurred  later  in  the 
year.  A major  flight  of  Northern  Saw-whet 
Owls,  and  to  a lesser  extent  Long-eared  Owls, 
to  the  n.  of  our  area  trickled  through  to  s. 
New  Jersey,  where  9 Long-eareds  were  found 
at  Cape  May  24  Nov  (SG).  About  30  Short- 
eared Owls  included  8 at  the  Shawnagunk 
Grasslands  N.W.R.,  Ulster,  NY  28  Nov  (C. 
Guarino)  and  7 at  Cape  Vincent,  St.  Lawrence, 
NY  in  late  Nov.  Twenty-seven  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owls  were  banded  at  Island  Beach  S.P., 
with  a peak  of  10  banded  31  Oct  (A&JT). 

A Lesser  Nighthawk  spent  the  day  at  the 
Cape  May  Hawkwatch  25  Nov  (Steve  Bauer, 
MO’B,  CK),  where  it  was  clearly  pho- 
tographed and  studied  at  close  range.  This  is 
the  hrst  record  for  New  Jersey  and  the  north- 
easternmost  ever;  the  closest  records  of  va- 
grants are  one  at  Pt.  Pelee,  Ontario  29  Apr 
1974,  one  at  Bermuda  3 Dec  1965,  and  one  in 
West  Virginia  28  Apr  2004.  An  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbird in  Sullivan,  NY  29  Oct-22  Nov  (Re- 
nee David,  John  Haas  et  al.)  eventually  suc- 
cumbed and  is  now  a specimen  in  the  Ameri- 
can Museum  of  Natural  History.  This  is  New 
York’s  2nd,  the  hrst  being  in  1998.  A Calliope 
Hummingbird  was  at  Cape  May  2-6  Oct 
(Karen  Johnson);  another  was  banded  at 
Denville,  Morris,  NJ  17-21  Nov  (J.  & C. 
Knapp,  S.  Byland,  S.  Weidensaul,  G.  Nixon), 
for  the  6th  state  record.  An  ad.  male  Rufous 
Hummingbird  appeared  at  W.  Walworth, 
Wayne,  NY  10  Oct  (B.  & L.  Groell,  m.ob.), 
where  it  was  seen  by  many  and  clearly  pho- 
tographed. Additional  Rufous/Allen’s  includ- 
ed 2 at  Houghton,  Allegheny,  NY  10-21  Oct 
(Erin  Karnatz  et  al.)  and  2 in  the  Bronx 
Botanical  Garden,  one  on  19  Sep  and  another 
10-13  Nov  (Miriam  Rakowski,  Louise  Fraza). 

Red-headed  Woodpeckers  were  rather 
scarce  compared  to  some  recent  falls;  larger 
counts  were  5 at  Cape  May  22  Nov  (DF)  and 
3 at  Cape  Vincent,  Jefferson,  NY  1 Sep.  Hairy 
Woodpeckers  dispersed  to  the  outer  coast, 
where  3 were  seen  on  Long  Island’s  barrier 
beaches  30  Oct-18  Nov.  Forty  or  more  Yel- 


low-bellied Sapsuckers  at  Sandy  Hook  15  Oct 
(LM,  SB)  made  a big  flight,  and  some  big 
flicker  totals  included  1350  at  Cape  May  30 
Sep  (MO’B)  and  231  in  downtown  Manhat- 
tan 13  Oct  (A.  Farnsworth).  An  American 
Three-toed  Woodpecker  was  at  Ferd’s  Bog, 
Hamilton,  NY  7-9  Nov  (Steven  Glynn,  Gary 
Lee),  and  5 Black-backed  Woodpeckers  were 
reported  in  the  Adirondacks  and  St. 
Lawrence  River  Valley. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Seventeen  Eastern  Wood-Pewees  at  Cape  May 
30  Sep  (SG)  made  a high  count,  and  2 Alder 
Flycatchers  speciflcally  identifled  at  Jones 
Beach  13  Sep  (PJL,  SSM)  provide  one  of  a very 
few  fall  records  locally.  Fifty  Eastern  Phoebes 
were  at  Sandy  Hook  30  Sep  (D.  Jordet)  and 
again  8 Oct  (TBo),  and  50  were  also  at  Cape 
May  12  Oct  (SG).  A Say’s  Phoebe  at  Cape 
May  4 Sep  Qustin  Stahl,  MSG,  KL,  SG)  was  a 
bit  earlier  than  most  other  fall  records,  and 
another  was  at  Westchester  Community  Col- 
lege, Westchester,  NY  16  Sep  (DP). 

An  exceptionally  late  Great  Crested  Fly- 
catcher was  carefully  identified  at  Sandy 
Hook  25  Nov+  (MF,  TBo,  D.  Larsen).  Seven- 
teen Western  Kingbirds  were  found  at  the 
coast;  this  is  the  largest  total  since  1997.  Nine 
were  on  Long  1.  6 Sep-25  Nov  and  7 in  New 
Jersey  16  Sep-25  Nov.  A Cassin’s  Kingbird  at 
Montauk  13  Oct  (A  Baldelli,  m.ob.)  was  the 
first  for  New  York  and  one  of  very  few  in  the 
East  n.  of  Florida.  High  counts  of  Eastern 
Kingbirds  include  800  at  Cape  May  27  Aug 
and  500  there  1 Sep  (MO’B).  A Loggerhead 
Shrike  at  Greece,  Monroe,  NY  13  Sep  (DT) 
was  the  only  one  reported,  although  they 
have  been  almost  annual  in  the  Rochester 
area  in  recent  years.  About  50  Northern 
Shrikes  included  5 in  New  Jersey  and  4 on 
Long  Island.  Six  Philadelphia  Vireos  at  Victor, 
Ontatio,  NY  12  Sep  (S.  Daniel)  and  42  Red- 
eyed Vireos  at  Cape  May  28  Aug  OGu)  were 
among  the  higher  counts  reported.  A Cliff 
Swallow  at  Sandy  Hook  21  Oct  was  late,  and 
about  175  Cave  Swallows  were  found,  includ- 
ing at  least  98  at  Cape  May  23  Nov  and  42  in 


the  Rochester  area  7-27  Nov.  Fifteen  hundred 
Barn  Swallows  were  at  Cape  May  1 Aug 
(MO’B). 

Several  observers  mentioned  the  large 
number  of  migrant  Black-capped  Chickadees, 
and  what  appeared  to  be  a major  irruption  of 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  fizzled  by  mid-au- 
tumn; 250  were  at  Cape  May  30  Sep  (MO’B), 
40  at  Sandy  Hook  8 Oct  (TBo),  and  30  at 
Robert  Moses  16  Sep  (PJL,  SSM).  Like  Hairy 
Woodpeckers,  White-breasted  Nuthatches 
dispersed  to  the  outer  coast,  and  9 were  found 
on  the  barrier  beaches  of  Long  1.  29  Sep- 14 
Oct.  Two  rather  late  fledgling  Carolina  Wrens 
at  Aurora,  Erie,  NY  22  Sep  (Richard  Rosche) 
are  of  interest.  Two  Sedge  Wrens  were  at 
Chazy  15  Sep  (BK),  and  another  was  at  Brig- 
antine 7 Aug-1  Sep  (JGu).  The  showing  of 
kinglets  this  fall  was  meager;  the  biggest  to- 
tals were  98  Golden-crowned  and  154  Ruby- 
crowned  banded  at  Braddock  Bay  12  Oct. 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  at  Merrill  Creek  Res., 
Warren,  NJ  25  Oct  (Tom  Vouglas)  and  at 
Sandy  Hook  25  Nov+  (TBo,  MF,  DL)  add  to 
the  increasing  list  of  this  w.  vagrant  in  the 
Northeast.  Larger  counts  of  migrant  thrushes 
were  45  Veeries  at  Cape  May  11  Sep  (MO’B) 
and  75  Gray-cheekeds  and  46  Swainson’s  at 
Cape  May  5 Oct  (DF).  Bohemian  Waxwings 
began  what  may  be  the  largest-ever  incursion 
to  the  Northeast  this  fall  and  certainly  the 
largest  since  1993-1994.  The  first  arrivals 
were  24-25  Oct  at  Fort  Drum,  Jefferson,  NY 
OSB)  and  at  Huron,  Wayne,  NY  (10  birds; 
DW);  36  birds  then  flew  over  Derby  Hill  31 
Oct.  The  largest  flocks  were  of  1000-r  at  Aus- 
able  Pt.,  NY  13  Nov  (PO)  and  184  at  Potsdam 
24  Nov  (J.  Collins). 

WARBLERS 

Golden-winged  Warblers  were  at  Cape  May 
14  & 28  Aug  (DF,  JGu).  Some  larger  counts  of 
other  warblers  are  indicative  of  the  major 
flight  days:  28  Nashvilles  at  Tifft  Nature  Pre- 
serve, Buffalo,  NY  15  Sep  (RSp),  250  North- 
ern Parulas  at  Cape  May  30  Sep  (MO’B),  73 
Magnolias  at  Cape  May  29  Sep  0-  ^ Z. 
Parks),  26  Cape  Mays  at  Cape  May  1 Sep 
(SG),  150  Black-throated  Blues  at  Cape  May  1 
Sep  (MO’B),  984  Palms  at  Cape  May  29  Sep 
(JGu),  and  1054  American  Redstarts  at  Cape 
May  12  Sep  (SG).  There  were  many  more 
Cape  May  Warblers  this  fall  than  in  recent 
years,  with  seasonal  totals  of  35  at  Cape  May 
and  10  in  ne.  Newjersey.  The  totals  of  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers,  by  contrast,  were  low,  with 
maxima  of  only  10,000  at  Cape  May  13  & 21 
Oct.  Northernmost  and  rather  late  Cerulean 
Warblers  were  singles  at  Greece,  Monroe,  NY 
13  Sep  (KCG)  and  Baldpate  Mt.,  Mercer,  NJ 
29  Sep  (Sharyn  Magee).  Five  Prothonotary 
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This  adult  male  Bullock's  Oriole  at  Cape  May,  New  Jersey  27  November  2007  was  especially 
unusual,  as  most  vagrant  orioles  are  hatch-year  birds.  Photograph  by  Michael  O'Brien. 


Warblers  were  found  in  s.  New  Jersey  4 
Aug-24  Sep,  and  a late  Worm-eating  was  at 
Alley  Pond  Park,  Queens,  NY  30  Sep  (PJL). 
There  were  35  Connecticut  Warblers  3 
Sep-23  Oct  and  14  Morning  Warblers  27 
Aug-29  Sep.  A Wilsons  Warbler  was  late  at 
the  Marshlands  Conservancy  in  Rye,  Westch- 
ester, NY  12-18  Nov  (TWB,  B.  Shriber). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Four  Summer  Tanagers  at  Bevan  W.M.A., 
Cumberland,  Nj  3 Sep  (S.  Glynn)  was  a high 
total,  and  4 others  were  at  Cape  May  6-19 
Sep.  Twenty-six  Scarlet  Tanagers  were  at 
Sandy  Hook  16  Sep  (TBo  et  al).  Fourteen 
hundred  Chipping  Sparrows  were  at  Cape 
May  21  Oct  (SG),  and  about  44  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  found  throughout  the  Region 
3 Sep- 13  Nov.  Seven  Lark  Sparrows  were  in 
New  Jersey  11  Aug-19  Oct,  and  4 others  were 
on  Long  1.  2 Sep-1  Oct,  for  a rather  low  total. 
A Lark  Bunting  was  at  Stafford,  Ocean,  NJ  12 
Sep  (Michael  McGraw)  and  one  at  Myers  Pt., 
Tompkins,  NY  9 Sept  (K.  Rosenberg).  Coastal 
migrant  Grasshopper  Sparrows  were  seen  at 
Jones  Beach  8-14  Oct  (SS),  Sandy  Hook  14 
Oct  (TBo),  and  at  Shark  River  Inlet,  Mon- 
mouth, NJ  29  Oct  (Nick  Taylor).  The  only  Le 
Contes  Sparrow  of  the  fall  was  one  pho- 
tographed at  Fort  Tilden,  Queens,  NY  13  Oct 
(Shane  Blodgett,  Mary  Eyster,  Peter  Dorosh  et 
al.).  Numbers  of  other  migrating  sparrows 
were  generally  low,  with  no  large  fallouts  as 
during  the  previous  two  falls.  A high  total  of 
19  Blue  Grosbeaks  was  reported  from  Long  L, 
consistent  with  that  species’  continuing 
northward  range  expansion  and  increased 
abundance  during  spring  migration.  A fe- 
male-type Painted  Bunting  was  at  Amagansett 
2 Nov  (K.  Rubenstein),  and  about  45  Dickcis- 
sels  were  recorded. 

Fifteen  hundred  Bobolinks  were  counted 
over  Cape  May  27  Aug  (MO’B).  Eight  Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds  occurred  28  Aug-12  Nov, 


including  3 at  Bombay 
Hook  9-10  Nov,  one  in 
upstate  New  York  12 
Nov,  and  4 in  s.  New 
Jersey  24  Aug-15  Oct. 
Higher  New  York 
counts  of  Rusty  Black- 
birds were  of  300  each 
at  Iroquois  20  Oct  QP) 
and  at  Greece,  Monroe 
24  Oct  (RSp),  and  2 
Brewer’s  Blackbirds 
were  seen  at  their  regu- 
lar spot  in  Mannington 
Marsh,  Salem,  NJ  7 Nov 
(SK).  An  ad.  male  Bul- 
lock’s Oriole  was  found 
at  Cape  May  27-29  Nov  (PEL  et  al.)  for  the 
5th  state  record.  The  first  Pine  Grosbeaks  of 
the  invasion  appeared  2-3  Oct  at  Raquette 
Falls,  Frcmkiin,  NY  and  more  generally  in  ne. 
New  York  4-5  Nov.  Thirty  were  found  in  the 
Hudson-Mohawk  region  9 Nov,  and  a group 
of  98  was  in  Oswego,  NY  24  Nov.  Purple 
Finches  had  vacated  n.  and  w.  New  York  by 
about  25  Oct,  and  sizable  counts  from  the 
coast  were  250  at  Cape  May  23  Nov  and  95  at 
Robert  Moses  14  Oct.  Red  Crossbills  appeared 
along  the  coast  during  mid-Nov:  10  were  at 
Cape  May  17  Nov,  and  12  were  at  Robert 
Moses  5 Nov  (SSM,  PJL).  A White-winged 
Crossbill  appeared  at  a Dutchess,  NY  feeder 
13-14  Oct  (Agnes  Busing),  and  7+  were  seen 
at  coastal  locations  from  4 Nov-r.  Numbers  of 
Pine  Siskins  were  moderate  except  for  200  at 
Robert  Moses  4 Nov  (SSM,  PJL)  and  40-i-  in  n. 
coastal  New  Jersey  21  Oct-r.  It  was  a very  big 
fall  for  Common  Redpolls.  They  first  ap- 
peared at  the  coast  in  early  Nov  (one  at  Cape 
May  2 Nov,  15-1-  in  n.  coastal  New  Jersey  4 
Nov),  and  one  was  at  Greenville,  DE  21  Nov 
(Esther  Speck).  Eifteen  were  at  Jones  Beach 
27  Nov.  The  biggest  flocks  were  140  at  Sandy 
Pond,  Oswego,  NY  and  120  at  Pour  Mile 
Creek  W.M.A.,  Niagara,  NY  18  Nov.  Eive 
Hoary  Redpolls  were  found  in  upstate  New 
York:  2 at  Irondequoit  Bay  17  Nov  (RSp  et 
al),  one  at  Port  Drum,  Jefferson  20  Nov  (JSB), 
one  at  Mountain  View,  Franklin  23  Nov  (W. 
McCann,  JMCP),  and  one  at  New  Hartford, 
Oneida  24  Nov  (Matt  Young).  It  was  also  a big 
fall  for  American  Goldhnches,  with  2000  at 
Cape  May  17  Nov  (MO'B)  and  3600  at  Robert 
Moses  28  Nov  (SSM,  PJL).  Pinally,  Evening 
Grosbeaks  began  to  invade  as  well.  One  was 
seen  at  Ellison  Park,  Rochester,  NY  15  Sep  (B. 
Maxwell),  and  about  70  were  seen  in  the  Ni- 
agara Frontier  26  Oct-r.  Ten  at  the  Ashland 
Hawkwatch,  New  Castle,  DE  were  the  hrst 
there  in  10  years  (E  Rowland),  and  77  were  at 
Shore  Acres,  Monroe,  NY  12  Nov  (DT).  About 


100  others  were  reported  throughout  the  Re- 
gion during  Nov. 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in  boldface): 
Deborah  Allen  (Central  Park),  Pete  Bacinski 
(New  Jersey),  Tom  Bailey  (TBa),  Andrew 
Baldelli,  Scott  Barnes  (North  Coast  Region,  NJ: 
Sandy  Hook  B.O.,  PO.  Box  553,  Ft.  Hancock, 
NJ  07732),  Gail  Benson,  Michael  Bochnik 
(Hudson-Delaware,  NY:  86  Empire  St.,  Yonkers, 
NY  10704),  Jeffrey  S.  Bolsinger,  Tom  Boyle 
(TBo),  Thomas  W.  Burke  (New  York  R.B.A.), 
Vicki  Bustamante,  Barbara  Butler  (Dutchess 
County,  NY),  Colin  D.  Campbell,  Judy 
Cinquina,  Willie  D’Anna,  Jim  Danzenbaker, 
Adam  D’Onofrio,  Paul  Driver  (sw.  New  Jersey: 
915  Melrose  Ave.,  Elkins  Park,  PA  19027),  Pete 
Dunne  (PDu),  Gail  Dwyer,  Dale  Dyer 
(DDy), Vince  Elia  (South  Coast  and  Delaware 
Bay  Regions,  NJ:  Cape  May  B.O.,  R&E  Center, 
600  Rte  47  North,  Cape  May  Courthouse,  NJ 
08120),  Mike  Pahay,  Don  Preiday,  Sam  Galick, 
Mark  S,  Garland,  John  Gluth  QGl),  Mike 
Gochfeld,  Kevin  C.  Griffith,  Jason  Guerard, 
Paul  A.  Guris,  Andy  Guthrie,  Rich  Guthrie, 
Tom  Johnson,  Sandra  Keller,  W.  Keim,  Chip 
Krilowicz,  Bill  Krueger,  Robert  J.  Kurtz,  Laurie 
Larson  (New  Jersey),  Paul  E.  Lehman,  Tim 
Lenz,  Patricia  J.  Lindsay,  Karl  Lukens,  Linda 
Mack,  Dave  Magpiong,  Wendy  & Stuart 
Malmid,  Hugh  McGuiness  (e.  Long  L,  NY:  P.O. 
Box  3005,  Southampton,  NY  11969),  Charles 
Mitchell,  Shai  S.  Mitra  (Long  I.  and  New  York 
City;  P.O.  Box  142,  Brightwaters,  NY  11718), 
Mike  Morgante  (MMo;  Niagara  Frontier  region, 
NY:  59  Briar  Hill  Road,  Orchard  Park,  NY 
14127),  Michael  O’Brien,  Paul  Osenbaugh,  Jim 
Osterlund,  Bill  Ostrander  (Linger  Lakes  region, 
NY:  80  Westmont  Ave.,  Elmira,  NY  14904), 
Drew  Panko,  Jim  Pawlicki,  Bruce  G.  Peterjohn, 
John  M.  C.  Peterson  (Adirondack-Champlain 
Region,  NY:  477  County  Rte.  8,  Elizabethtown, 
NY  12932),  Bill  Purcell  (BPu;  Oneida  L.  Basin, 
NY:  281  Baum  Road,  Hastings,  NY  13076), 
Karen  and  Barbara  Rubinstein,  Sy  Schiff,  Frank 
Sencher,  Jr.  (nw.  New  Jersey:  43  Church  Rd. 
Milford,  NJ  08848),  Dom  Sherony,  Robert  & 
Susan  Spahn  (RSp;  Genesee  Ornithological  So- 
ciety), W.  Symonds,  David  Tetlow,  Alex  & Jen- 
nifer Tongas,  Christopher  J.  Vogel,  William 
Watson,  Dave  Wheeler,  Chris  Wood,  Will 
Yandik  (Hudson-Mohawk  NY:  269  Schneider 
Road,  Hudson,  NY  12534),  Robert  R Yunick, 
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This  report  covers  the  period  June 
through  November  2007  in  more  terse 
treatment  than  is  typical.  How  won- 
derful it  would  be  to  acknowledge  here  all  the 
sweet  victories  of  the  season — the  Black- 
billed Cuckoos  and  Philadelphia  Vireos,  the 
Golden-winged  Warblers  and  Olive-sided 
Flycatchers,  the  Baird’s  Sandpipers  and  Clay- 
colored  Sparrows!  Numbers  of  such  scarce 
migrants — and  others  like  Black  Tern,  Con- 
necticut Warbler,  and  American  Golden- 
Plover — were  robust  but  similar  to  recent  au- 
tumns’ (if  one  discounts  hurricane- 
transported  birds,  at  least).  More  numerous 
than  in  average  years  were  Common 
Nighthawks,  widely  reported  as  “up,”  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches,  which  flowed  through 
in  “wonderful”  numbers  from  mountains  to 
coast,  and  young  White  Ibis,  which  reached 
almost  all  corners  of  the  Region.  As  other 
species — such  as  Red  Knot,  Loggerhead 
Shrike,  and  Northern  Bobwhite — decline  no- 
ticeably each  year,  birders  have  begun  to  re- 
port them  with  increasing  discipline  to  re- 
gional editors.  Reports  of  such  species  to 
<www.ebird.org>  are  even  more  valuable,  as 
they  permit  editors  and  other  readers  to  see 
their  distribution  and  numbers  at  a glance;  we 
encourage  faithful  reporting  of  all  birds  ob- 
served, and  their  numbers,  to  this  database. 

Birds  wandering  up  from  the  south  (Anhin- 
gas,  Magnificent  Frigatebirds,  Swallow-tailed 
Kites,  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks)  contin- 
ue to  increase  in  number  and  in  some  cases  to 
occur  later  than  usual  into  the  autumn  season. 
Outright  rarities  were  few  and  far  between  this 
season,  and  most  lingered  not  long — Red- 
necked Stint,  Calliope  Hummingbird, 
Townsend’s  Solitaire,  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher.  A 
brief  Great  Knot  in  West  Virginia  occasioned 
some  discussion  about  overdue  annexation  of 
the  breakaway  mountain  kingdom. 

The  Region  lost  one  of  its  most  prolific  nat- 
ural historians,  if  perhaps  also  one  of  its  best- 


kept  secrets,  when  Brooke  Meanley 
passed  away  19  August  2007.  In  his 
m.ore  than  nine  decades,  much  of  it 
passed  in  the  field,  he  spent  great 
stretches  of  time  exploring,  and 
then  writing  about,  the  Great  Dis- 
mal Swamp,  the  Baltimore  area,  and 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  and  he  worked  extensively 
at  the  Patuxent  Wildlife  Research 
Center.  Born  18  January  1915  at 
Riderwood,  Baltimore  County, 
Maryland,  Meanley  authored  well 
over  100  books  and  articles  on  the  wildlife 
and  plants  of  the  Southeast,  and  he  will  be 
much  missed  by  his  admirers,  even  though 
most  of  us  knew  him  chiefly  through  his  pub- 
lications, among  them  Birdlife  at  Chincoteague 
and  the  Virginia  Barrier  Islands  (1981),  Birds 
and  Marshes  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  Country 
(1975),  Blackbirds  and  the  Southern  Rice  Crop 
(1971),  Blackwater  (1978),  The  Great  Dismal 
Swamp  (1979),  Natural  History  of  the  King 
Rail  (1969),  Natural  History  of  the  Swainson’s 
Warbler  (1971),  Notes  on  Southern  Marshes, 
Swamps,  and  Piney woods  (2001),  and  Water- 
fowl  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  Country  (1982). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Two  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  at 
Pinewood  L.,  Alexandria,  VA  5-6  Jun  (M. 
Moran  et  ah),  2 at  Glen  Burnie,  Anne  Arundel, 
MD  25  Jun  (S.  Shueman  et  al),  and  2 more  at 
Jug  Bay,  Patuxent  R.  in  the  same  county  1 Aug 
(D.  Bystrak)  added  to  the  dozen  or  so  Re- 
gional reports,  most  since  1990.  Single  Snow 
Geese  were  recorded  at  three . locations  in 
Maryland  in  Jun  (Kent,  Worcester,  and  Balti- 
more), some  of  these  likely  injured  birds  (W. 
Ellison,  m.ob.;  MHo;  EJS).  A Greater  White- 
fronted  Goose  of  one  of  the  pink-billed  sub- 
species spent  25  Nov-1  Dec  at  Little  Mead- 
ows L.,  Garrett,  MD  (ML).  Tagged  Trumpeter 
Swans  continued  in  expected  locations,  with 
#962  seen  7 Jun+  at  Schoolhouse  Pond,  Prince 
George’s,  MD  (F  Shaffer)  and  #960  at  Oxbow 
L.,  Anne  Arundel,  MD  1 Jun+  (M.  Stutzman); 
both  were  present  here  through  at  least  Sep 
2008.  The  only  Tundra  Swan  reports  to  come 
to  light  in  summer  were  single  birds  11  Jun 
on  the  Shenandoah  R.,  Page,  VA  (E  Bogar) 
and  30  Jun+  at  Blackwater  N.W.R.,  Dorchester, 
MD  (E  Jacobsen).  Though  numbers  of  Mute 
Swan  continue  to  decline  in  the  Region  over- 
all, Talbot,  MD  posted  a healthy  (?)  count  of 
95  at  Bridges  Cr.  29  Jun  (HTA).  A count  of 
151  Wood  Ducks  at  Hart-Miller  I.,  Baltimore, 
MD  was  high;  also  here  in  the  last  week  of  Jun 
were  a Green-winged  Teal,  an  American 
Wigeon,  and  2 Northern  Shovelers  (all  EJS). 

Lingering  Aythya  in  summer  were  few,  in- 


cluding single  Canvasbacks  3 Jun  at  Great  Oak 
Pond,  Kent,  MD  (W.  Ellison  et  al.)  and  10  Jun 
at  Bush  R.,  Harford,  MD  (D.  Ziolkowski);  sin- 
gle Ring-necked  Ducks  7 Jun  at  Wilde  L., 
Howard,  MD  (S.  Pemzzi)  and  12  Jul  at  Larri- 
land  Farm,  Howard,  MD  (W.  Earp);  and  Lesser 
Scaup  at  Accotink  Bay,  Ft.  Belvoir,  VA  23  Jun 
and  5 Jul  (R.  Jones),  at  nearby  Mason  Neck  S.E 
30  jun  and  4 Jul  (K.  Gaskill  et  al),  and  at 
Hart-Miller  I.  30  Jun,  with  2 there  14Jul  (EJS). 
Summering  scoters  included  18  Surfs  across 
various  Bay  locations  4 Jun-21  Jul,  mostly  in 
Maryland;  4 Blacks  at  Poplar  I.,  Talbot,  MD  18 
Jun  (J.  Reese),  plus  one  at  N.  Beach,  Calvert, 
MD  21  Jul  OLS,  K.  Ringler);  and  rare-in-sum- 
mer  White-wingeds  at  the  latter  location  21  Jul 
(R.  Ringler)  and  one  at  Poplar  I.  21  Jul  (R. 
Reese).  The  lone  Long-tailed  Ducks  of  summer 
were  4 at  Poplar  1.  29  Jun  (J.  Reese),  with  one 
remaining  through  the  season.  Two  Common 
Goldeneyes  were  noted  at  Conn  I.,  Mont- 
gomery, MD  5-10  Jun  (B.  Beukema,  D. 
Richardson).  Summering  (likely  breeding) 
Hooded  Mergansers  continue  to  be  wide- 
spread, from  Gan-ett,  MD  to  Virginia  Beach, 
VA,  and  summer  (all  non-breeding)  Red- 
breasted Mergansers  spanned  the  same  area. 
Common  Mergansers  continue  their  more  re- 
cent trend  of  summer  sightings:  a male  on  the 
James  R.  between  the  Rte.  15  bridge  and  the 
New  Canton  boat  landing,  Buckingham,  VA  2 
Jun  (DS  et  al);  3 males  at  Offutt  I.,  Mont- 
gomery, MD  19  Jun  (S.  Baron);  2 females  on 
the  Susquehanna  R.  at  Susquehanna  River  S.P., 
Harford/Cecil,  MD  28  Jul  (M.  Tillett);  and  sin- 
gle females  23  Jun  at  College  Park,  Prince 
George’s  (M.  Ostrowski)  and  7 Jul  at  Rocky 
Gorge  in  the  same  county  (J.  Hubbell).  Ruddy 
Ducks  were  found  in  a dozen  locations  Re- 
gionwide; breeding  is  undocumented  in  Vir- 
ginia. A young  Wild  Turkey  at  Anacostia  Park, 
D.C.  9 Jun  (G.  Allport,  P.  Pisano),  2 at  Huntley 
Meadows  County  Park,  Fairfax,  VA  25  Jul  (R. 
& N.  Jones),  and  a hen  with  9 pullets  within 
Cape  Charles,  VA  town  limits  14  Jun  (ESB), 
provided  further  indication  of  the  suburban 
proliferation  of  this  once  scarce  creature. 
Northern  Bobwhites,  sadly,  have  shown  an  op- 
posite trend,  and  reports  were  scattered  and 
few  across  summer  and  autumn. 

Pied-billed  Grebe,  a very  scarce  nester  in 
the  Region,  was  found  as  solos  at  Lucy  Pt.,  Tal- 
bot 1 Jul  (HTA)  and  at  Larriland  Farm  12  Jul 
(V7.  Earp);  numbers  peaked  at  149  birds  at 
Hart-Miller  I.  21  Jul,  including  41  downy 
young  (KG  et  al.).  Summer  Horned  Grebes 
turned  up  at  Greenbury  Pt.,  Anne  Amndel  11- 
14  Jun  (B.  Schreitz)  and  Poplar  1.  18  Jun  0- 
Reese).  Eared  Grebes  appeared  in  average 
numbers.  In  addition  to  2 at  S.  Holston  L.  in 
sw.  Virginia/ne.  Tennessee  (R.  Cross;  14th 
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consecutive  year  for  the  species  at  that  site),  2 
were  at  Craney  I.  mid-Aug-16  Oct,  and  one 
was  at  Eyre  Hall,  Northampton  7-8  Oct  (L. 
Meade  et  al)-  American  White  Pelicans  ap- 
peared in  force  (of  13)  at  Blackwater  14  Jun+, 
where  5 were  noted  through  the  season’s  end 
(m.ob.);  singles  were  at  Hart-Miller  1.  23  Jun 
(EJS  et  al.)  and  Lower  Cedar  Pt.,  Charles,  MD 
25-28  Jun  (B.  Eppley  et  al.);  and  3 passed  Kip- 
topeke  S.P.  (hereafter,  K.S.P.)  2 Sep  (HTA, 
RLAn  et  al.).  Holland  I.,  Dorchester,  MD  boast- 
ed 1290  Brown  Pelicans  and  about  639  nests. 
An  imm.  Great  Cormorant  was  seen  18  Aug  at 
Fort  Smallwood  Park,  Anne  Arundel  (fide  J. 
Coleman).  An  ad.  male  Anhinga  soaring  over 
Raccoon  1.,  Northampton  16  Jun  was  a treat  for 
a kayaking  tour  of  the  s.  tip  of  the  Del- 
marva  (D.  Burden,  S.  M.  Baldwin,  ESB  et 
al.)  and  one  of  few  recorded  on  the  East- 
ern Shore;  a female  was  at  L.  Maury, 
Mariner’s  Museum  Park,  Newport  News, 

VA  25  Jul-31  Aug  (N.  Flanders)  and  pos- 
sibly later.  To  the  n.,  one  was  noted  flying 
over  the  Potomac  R.  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fletcher’s  Boat  House,  D.C.  17  Sep  (fidej. 
Coleman).  Finally,  in  the  mts.,  a juv.  or  fe- 
male Anhinga  was  observed  from  Harvey’s 
Knob  Hawkwatch  on  the  Blue  Ridge  Park- 
way, Botetourt,  VA  22  Oct.  The  bird  was 
first  seen  soaring  in  a thermal  over  the 
Bedford  side  of  the  parkway,  then  flew 
northward  over  Botetourt.  At  False  Cape 
S.P,  Virginia  Beach,  VA,  watchers  found  a 
juv.  Magnificent  Frigatebird  near  the 
Wash  Woods  5 Jun  (ph.;  C.  Butler,  J.  Sell- 
ars, T.  Griffith,  J.  Kirkpatrick,  ^de  D.  Stol- 
ley);  an  ad.  female  was  just  to  the  n.  at 
Sandbridge,  VA  29  Jun  (S.  Priebe);  and  anoth- 
er ad.  female  passed  K.S.P.  4 Oct  at  noon  (H. 
Wierenga,  m.ob.),  then  turned  up  20  minutes 
later  over  the  Cape  Charles  town  fishing  pier 
(S.  Tolfree).  As  usual.  Sooty  Shearwaters  were 
noted  from  shore  at  Chincoteague  N.W.R.  in 
late  May,  but  4 Greater  Shearwaters  there  4 
Jun  were  less  usual  (M.  Ribaudo).  A Manx 
Shearwater  and  a White-faced  Storm-Petrel 
were  highlights  in  waters  e.  of  the  Mary- 
land/Delaware border  3 Aug,  whereas  a Band- 
rumped  and  8 Leach’s  Storm-Petrels  were  seen 
24  Aug  in  the  same  area  (P  Guris  et  al.). 

Numbers  of  White  Ibis  in  se.  Virginia 
strongholds  grew  to  record-high  numbers, 
e.g.,  300  at  the  Bull’s  Pond  property, 
Northampton  8 Oct  (m.ob.).  The  species  is  also 
now  rather  recently  far  more  widespread  in 
the  n.,  cen.,  and  w.  reaches  of  the  Region  than 
before,  but  this  summer  saw  more  traveling 
birds  than  in  any  previous  year  on  record.  Two 
juvs.  in  w.  Loudoun,  VA  18  jul  Q-  Coleman) 
were  county  firsts,  as  was  one  juv.  in  Bath  12 
Aug  (T.  Kemper;  the  bird  eating  cherries  off  a 


tree  in  the  front  yard),  and  as  were  2 juvs.  in 
e.  Buckingham  20  Jul  and  2 Aug,  which  grew 
to  3 on  6-9  Aug  (DS  et  al).  One  in  e.  Henrico, 
VA  at  Crewes  Pond  29  Jul  (A.  Bryan,  A.  Bose) 
and  3 in  Dinwiddie  8 Aug  (AD)  were  also  note- 
worthy. On  Virginia’s  “southside,”  a concen- 
tration of  11  Whites  plus  a Glossy  Ibis  gath- 
ered at  Staunton  River  S.P,  Halifax,  VA  12  Aug 
0.  Blalock).  In  addition  to  sporadic  appear- 
ances n.  to  Assateague  I.,  VA/MD,  Maryland 
singles  were  at  Merkle  W.M.A.,  Prince  George’s 
20  Jul+  (D.  Powell  et  al),  at  Deal  Island 
W.M.A.,  Somerset,  MD  28  Jul  (W.  Ellison  et 
al.),  at  Lost  L.,  Patapsco  Valley  S.P,  Baltimore 
17-19  Aug  (S.  Arnold  et  al.),  and  passing  the 
control  tower  of  Baltimore-Washington  Inter- 


national Airport,  Anne  Arundel  30  Aug  (E. 
Boyd).  A White-faced  Ibis  graced  W.  Ocean 
City,  MD  22-24  Jun  (M.  L.  Hoffman  et  al.);  the 
species  is  now  annual  in  the  Region. 

Five  summer  reports  of  Sharp-shinned 
Hawk  in  Maryland  spanned  four  counties.  If 
confirmed,  a Northern  Goshawk  reported  in  a 
backyard  in  the  Drexel  Woods  neighborhood, 
Baltimore,  MD  18  Sep  would  match  the  earli- 
est reports  of  wandering  imms.  (migrants?)  in 
the  Virginia  mts.  Early  Jun  reports  of  Missis- 
sippi Kite  in  Was/iington,  MD  included  a sight- 
ing of  2 on  4 Jun  near  Park  Head  (MH)  and  a 
single  9 Jun  near  Licking  Cr.  QLS,  HH);  nest- 
ing seems  just  a year  or  two  away.  Northern 
Virginia  had  multiple  reports  of  the  species,  as 
is  now  usual,  from  Prince  William  (where  the 
nest  was  found  at  Buckland  Farm  21  Jul;  S. 
Johnson),  Fairfax,  Warren,  and  Fauquier,  and 
reports  continue  from  Halifax,  VA  on  the 
North  Carolina  border.  A subad.  seen  7 Sep  at 
the  Harvey’s  Knob  Hawkwatch  on  the  Blue 
Ridge  Parkway  near  Roanoke,  VA  was  the  3rd 
for  that  site.  A Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  seen 


circling  near  the  jet.  of  Rte.  522  and  Rte.  617, 
Culpeper,  VA  12  Jul  (TMD).  And  after  30  years 
of  continuous  monitoring,  the  hawkwatch  at 
K.S.P  recorded  its  first  Swallow-tailed  Kite  8 
Sep  (HTA,  RLAn,  m.ob.).  This  beautiful  bird  is 
increasing  as  a visitor  to  the  state  and  may 
soon,  heaven  forefend,  not  receive  boldface 
type  in  this  report! 

A King  Rail  pair  at  Lilypons,  Frederick,  MD 
13  Jun-4Jul  (B.  Gearhart  et  al.)  was  the  only 
report  of  note.  A calling  Black  Rail  and  sever- 
al dozen  Soras  were  recorded  22-23  Sep  at 
Beverly  Marsh,  Essex,  VA  (S.  Spencer  et  al); 
the  former  species  is  not  known  from  that 
county  in  modern  times.  Common  Moorhens 
where  unexpected  were  noted  at  Eagles  Land- 
ing G.C.  10  Nov  (BH)  and  at  Rum  Pointe 
G.C.,  also  Worcester,  MD  10-11  Nov  (T. 
McClean  et  al).  A Sandhill  Crane  was 
photographed  22  Jun  in  Bucharran,  VA,  a 
first  for  the  county  (R.  Mayhorn);  anoth- 
er was  in  Locustville,  Accomack,  VA  11 
Jul  (G.  W.  Reiger,  Jide  HTA). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Recurvirostrids  in  our  Region  are  ever  a 
treat.  A few  summering  Black-necked 
Stilts  continued  along  the  causeway  to 
Chincoteague  L,  VA,  and  others  graced 
Truitts  Landing,  Worcester  22  Jun  (one 
bird;  MLH)  and  also  Hart-Miller  I.  21  Jul 
(one)  and  18  Aug  (12;  EJS  et  al),  where 
an  American  Avocet  appeared  30  Jun  and 
6 were  seen  21  Jul  (EJS  et  al).  Other  av- 
ocets,  in  addition  to  those  at  Craney  I., 
Portsmouth,  VA,  were  at  Poplar  I.  21  Jul 
(2  birds;  J.  Reese),  Blackwater  N.W.R.  29 
Jul  0-  Green  et  al),  and  Skimmer  L,  Worcester 
10  Nov  (MH,  KG).  An  ad.  Baird’s  Sandpiper 
was  a rare  find  locally  at  N.  Beach,  Calvert  25 
Jul  OLS)-  Rarer  still,  an  ad.  Red-necked  Stint 
put  down  briefly  at  Skimmer  L,  W.  Ocean 
City,  MD  4 Aug  (SM,  P John,  M.  Walsh,  J. 
Brighton).  A Hudsonian  Godwit,  plus  a Mar- 
bled, at  Hog  Island  W.M.A.,  Surry,  VA  18  Aug 
(ph.  AD,  T.  Trice)  was  locally  rare,  the  former 
furnishing  just  the  11th  area  record;  on  2 Sep, 
2 Marbleds  were  noted  there.  A Wilson’s 
Phalarope  in  Culpeper,  VA  30  Aug  (TMD)  was 
the  first  there  since  2004  and  provided  one  of 
few  Piedmont  records;  6 were  at  Craney  30 
Aug  (R.  Bruno),  a good  count  for  recent  years. 
A Red  Phalarope  30  Oct-4  Nov  at  Blackwater 
N.W.R.  0-  Bjerke  et  al.)  was  locally  unusual. 

A Franklin’s  Gull  23  Jun  at  Hart-Miller  1. 
was  at  an  expected  location  and  time  for  this 
rarity,  but  a Little  Gull  there  the  same  day 
(with  6 Bonaparte’s)  and  through  the  season 
was  surely  not  (EJS);  Little  Gull  was  also  at 
the  latter  location  in  Sep.  Nine  imm.  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  at  Assateague  L,  MD  16 


Virginia's  first  Townsend's  Solitaire  was  photographed  with  digital  camera 
through  binoculars  at  Harvey's  Knob,  at  Milepost  95.4  on  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway 
in  Botetourt  County  1 9 November  2007.  The  only  previous  report  of  the  species 
in  the  state  comes  from  Loudoun  County  in  1985.  Photograph  by  Matt  Haf net. 
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Jul  (SM)  was  the  seasonal  peak  away  from 
Virginia  Beach,  VA,  where  such  counts  are 
routine  through  much  of  the  year  (e.g.,  17  at 
Back  Bay  N.W.R.  in  late  Jun;  S.  Priebe).  Two 
Least  Terns  at  Schoolhouse  Pond,  Prince 
George’s  5 Jul  (E  Shaffer)  were  at  an  unusual 
location,  as  was  a Common  Tern  20  Jun  at 
Little  Meadows  L.,  Garrett  (D.  Yeany  11).  Chan 
Robbins  and  party  noted  a Sandwich  Tern  28 
Jul  at  Smith  L,  Somerset,  MD,  while  a Black 
Skimmer  was  to  the  n.  at  Elart-Miller  1.  23  Jun 
and  14  & 21  Jul  (EJS).  Black  Skimmer  no 
longer  nests  in  Maryland,  so  5 at  Truitts  Land- 
ing, Worcester  9 Jun  (MLEl)  were  of  interest. 
An  ad.  Parasitic  Jaeger  at  Assateague  L,  MD 
16  Jul  (SM)  was  aseasonal. 

WOODPECKERS 

THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A Red-headed  Woodpecker  attending  a feeder 
16  Jul  along  Roxbury  Rd.,  Howard  (B.  & K. 
Blum)  was  away  from  known  locations  for  the 
species.  A Monk  Parakeet  at  Aspen  Hill, 
Montgomery  19  Jun  was  also  well  away  from 
known  colonies  (G.  Mackiernan).  A White- 
winged Dove  at  Cape  Charles  3-5  Jun  (ph. 
ESB)  marked  the  3rd  year  in  a row  for  the 
species  there.  Sangerville,  Augusta  became  the 
latest  locale  in  Virginia  to  host  a Eurasian 
Collared-Doves,  2 birds  in  late  May  (ph.  B. 
Tekin);  others  visited  Blackwater  N.W.R.  19 
Aug  (W.  West,  M.  Stutzman,  D.  Brenneman), 
Bayside,  Assateague  Island  National  Seashore, 
Worcester,  MD  13  Oct  (MHo,  JLS),  and  .South 
Point,  Worcester  10  Nov+  (into  autumn  2008; 
up  to  4 birds,  T.  McClean,  m.ob.).  Sand- 
bridge,  Virginia  Beach,  VA  continues  to  be  a 
Regional  stronghold,  with  over  two  dozen 
recorded  per  outing  (m.ob.).  An  all-white 
hummingbird  of  unknown  species  (but  likely 
Ruby-throated)  visited  a yard  in  Suffolk,  VA 
18  Aug  (L.  Willis).  A Calliope  Hummingbird 
at  North  Beach,  MD  21-23  Oct  QT-S)  was  a 
first  for  the  state;  Virginia  has  multiple  reports 
but  none  yet  confirmed  by  the  state’s  records 
committee.  An  ad.  male  Rufous  Humming- 
bird was  at  a feeder  in  Amherst,  VA  29-30  Aug 
(J.  Dalmas).  Both  Whip-poor-will  and  Chuck- 
wilTs-widow  were  heard  singing  at  K.S.P.  28 


Aug  QR)-  A nighthawk  of  unknown  species 
was  observed  11  Nov  at  Jug  Bay,  Anne  Arun- 
del, MD  (D.  Bystrak);  Antillean  Nighthawk 
has  been  recorded  in  North  Carolina,  while 
Lesser  Nighthawk  was  recorded  at  Cape  May, 
NJ  this  season. 

Maryland’s  first  Say’s  Phoebe  spent  2 Sep  at 
a horse  pasture  at  the  jet.  of  River  Rd.  and 
Hughes  Rd.  in  Montgomery  (D.  Czaplak).  A 
singing  Alder  Elycatcher  s.  of  Adamstown, 
Frederick  8 Jun  (MJl)  was  observed  again 
through  month’s  end  (m.ob  ).  One  of  few  re- 
ported in  Maryland,  an  Ash-throated  Ply- 
catcher  was  found  21  Nov  at  Pig  Point,  Anne 
Anindel  (J.  Taylor,  K.  Molines).  A Scissor- 
tailed  Elycatcher  at  Compton  Mt.,  Buchanan, 
VA  6 Jul  was  the  hrst  for  the  county  since 
1979  0-  Brown,  fide  R.  Mayhorn).  A well- 
photographed  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was 
documented  from  Eastern  Neck  N.W.R.,  Kent, 
MD  21  Oct  (S.  Petit).  In  addition  to  the  usual 
few  along  the  coast  of  both  states,  a Western 
Kingbird  along  Elliott  Island  Rd.,  Dorchester  6 
Jun  was  apparently  passing  through;  a moun- 
tain bird  along  Happy  Hollow  Rd.,  Buchanan, 
VA  3 Sep  (D.  Raines)  was  a county  first;  and 
one  along  Russell  Rd.,  Garrett,  MD  10  Jul 
(ML)  was  unusual  for  its  date  and  montane 
location.  In  the  latter  county,  Warbling  Vireos 
on  Beall  School  Rd.  3 Jun  (C.  Barnard)  and  at 
Foxtown  9 Jun  (BH)  were  indicative  of  local 
breeding.  Far  more  regular  in  Maryland  than 
Virginia,  Northern  Shrikes  were  found  at 
Foreman’s  Branch  B.O.  12  Nov  (one  imm.,  b. 
by  J.  Gruber,  M.  Gimpel,  D.  Small),  in  the  Bit- 
tinger  area  of  Gairett  14-18  Nov  (K.  Dodge, 
ML),  and  in  Frederick  along  Sixes  Rd.  (ad.;  D. 
Harvey,  C.  Stirrat) — presaging  the  winter 
flight  to  come.  Common  Ravens  continue  to 
be  reported  in  Montgomery,  Carroll,  and 
Howard,  MD  and  in  Virginia  in  Fairfax  (S. 
Baron  et  ah),  but  more  surprising  were  2 
southside  ravens  at  South  Boston,  Halifax  12 
Jul  and  later  0-  Blalock).  A previously  un- 
known large  Purple  Martin  roost  containing 
many  hundreds  of  birds  was  located  14  Aug 
on  the  Pamunkey  R.,  VA  in  a novel  way:  by 
Doppler  radar.  The  site  is  a bridge  near  the 
confluence  with  the  Mattaponi  R.  (].  Fitzger- 


ald, J.  Edwards).  Cave  Swallow  records  came 
from  Rum  Pointe  G.C.  and  Assateague  Visitor 
Center  area,  Worcester  1 1 Nov  (3-4  birds;  MH, 
BH  et  ah),  from  Havre  de  Grace,  Harford,  MD 
15  Nov  (SM),  and  from  North  Point,  Balti- 
more 23  Nov  (H.  Kaestner).  Seldom  has  a 
species  gone  from  “unheard  of’  to  “rare  but 
annual”  in  such  a short  period  of  time! 

The  first  inklings  of  a flight  of  the  massive 
“autumn”  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  came  3 Jul 
at  Jug  Bay,  Anne  Arundel,  with  a single  bird  (D. 
Bystrak);  the  observer  also  found  one  three 
days  later  on  his  feeder  in  the  same  county. 
Another  summer  Red-breasted  was  at  Ellicott 
City,  Howard  12-22  Jul  (R.  Todd);  one  in  w. 
Albemarle,  VA  1 Jul  could  have  been  a migrant 
or  a wandering  local  bird  from  the  mts.  The 
latest  report  of  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  for  the 
spring  was  5 Jun  at  Isaac  Crossman  Park,  Falls 
Church,  VA  (fidej.  Coleman).  Six  or  8 Brown- 
headed Nuthatches  along  Lloyd  Bowen  Rd., 
Calvert  1 Jun  (S.  Suter)  marked  the  ever-ex- 
panding northernmost  locale  on  the  w.  shore 
of  Maryland.  Summer  Sedge  Wrens  visited  Pax 
R.,  Prince  George's  15  Jul  (S.  & E.  Arnold; 
singing  bird)  and  Elliott  L,  Dorchester  29  & 31 
Jul  (BH,  E.  Hendricks  et  al). 

A Hermit  Thrush  nest  with  one  egg  was 
found  at  855  m on  Negro  Mt.,  Garrett  10  Jun 
(BH,  JLS,  HH).  An  Orange-crowned  Warbler 
was  found  at  the  Terminus  in  Cumberland, 
MD  4 Sep;  a few  similar  early  dates  come  from 
the  Virginia  Blue  Ridge.  A Bicknell’s  Thrush 
was  heard  predawn  19  Sep  at  Finzel,  Garrett 
(ML),  the  westernmost  report  in  the  Region. 
Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  in  summer  vis- 
ited Hemlock  Gorge,  Baltimore  16  Jun  (W. 
Olsson),  Rock  Creek  Park,  D.C.  23  Jun  (R 
Pisano),  and  Merkle  WM.A.  8 Jul  (S.  & E. 
Arnold).  A Black-throated  Green  Warbler  on 
Sugarloaf  Mt.,  Frederick  21  Jun  (J.  Tarbell) 
could  have  been  a breeding  bird.  A late  Black- 
burnian Warbler  at  Great  Falls,  VA  10  Jun  (R. 
Wall)  appeared  to  be  a young  male.  In  gener- 
al, the  fall  warbler  flight  through  the  mts.  was 
splendid,  with  variety  and  numbers  well 
above  average,  while  the  coastal  flights  were 
universally  decried  as  mediocre  to  poor.  A late 
Prairie  Warbler  was  at  W.  Ocean  City,  Worces- 
ter 10  Nov  (MH,  KG). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Summer  Tanager  at  Little  Bennett  R.P., 
Montgomery,  MD  2 Jun  Q-  Beetham  et  al.)  was 
away  from  mapped  breeding  range.  A 
Henslow’s  Sparrow  along  Rte.  601  in  High- 
land, VA  was  a genuine  summer  rarity  7-12 
Jun  in  that  well-worked  county  (D.  L'.  Hugh- 
es, AD,  P.  Reum  et  al.).  A Savannah  Sparrow 
30  Jun  at  Alpha  Ridge  Landfill,  Howard,  MD 
(R.  Cullison)  was  confirmed  nesting.  Sum- 


C A In  2007,  Red-cockaded  Woodpeckers  in  Virginia  rebounded  to  six  breeding  clusters  that  successfully  fledged  young 
J #1  on  The  Nature  Conservancy's  Piney  Grove  Preserve.  This  is  the  first  time  in  nearly  18  years  that  Virginia  has  support- 
ed so  many  clusters.  Four  sites  have  helpers;  two  sites  are  occupied  by  only  the  breeding  pair;  and  there  is  one  additional  non- 
breeding cluster  occupied  by  a lone  male.  A total  of  3 males  and  6 females  successfully  fledged  this  season,  produced  from 
four  2-chick  broods  and  two  single-chick  broods.  This  brings  the  current  total  number  of  adult  and  hatch-year  birds  to  36  in- 
dividuals. The  Nature  Conservancy,  the  Virginia  Department  of  Game  and  Inland  Fisheries,  and  the  Center  for  Conservation  Bi- 
ology at  the  College  of  William  and  Mary  continue  to  work  together  to  monitor  and  color-band  this  northernmost  population 
and  to  manage  the  habitat  on  this  small  preserve  for  the  woodpeckers. 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wilson  for  contributing  this  feature. 
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C A The  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  banding  operation  in  s.  Northampton,  VA,  in  its  14th  year,  netted  460  new  owls  (81 .3%  hatch-year  birds),  of  which  21  were  foreign  recaptures;  the  stations 
3 f\  also  had  1 0S  same-year  recaptures  (Center  for  Conservation  Biology  report).  This  project  continues  to  have  the  highest  foreign  recapture  rates  and  same-year  recapture  rates  of  any  such 
operation  in  North  America;  some  of  the  birds  captured  here  had  been  previously  banded  in  Maryland,  as  one  would  expect  (e.g.,  4 birds  banded  at  Assateague  I.  on  3 Nov  2006, 28  Oct  2007, 
and  2 birds  in  Nov  2007;  one  caught  there  7-8  Nov  had  been  banded  8 Nov  2005  at  Adkins  Arboretum,  (aroline,  MD  on  8 Nov  2005).  The  Center's  exhaustive  report,  available  online,  makes  in- 
teresting reading.  Other  Virginia  recaptures  included  one  caught  in  Powhatan  2 & 7 Nov  and  20  Dec  that  had  been  banded  earlier  in  the  year  at  an  owl  banding  station  at  Lambs  Knoll,  Freder- 
ick/Washington,  MD  and  one  caught  at  McCown,  Cumberland  18  Nov  that  had  been  banded  at  another  station  in  Queen  Anne's,  MD  at  Foreman's  Branch  B.O.  (fide  MH),  located  at  Bluestem 
Farms/Chino  Farms. 

Maryland  banding  of  saw-whets  also  produced  a great  many  banding  returns  (Table  1)  and  high  numbers  of  captures,  including  129  birds  this  season  at  the  Adkins  Arboretum  in  Caroline 
alone.  Foreign  recaptures  this  season  came  from  as  far  away  as  Ontario  and  Massachusetts,  where  record-breaking  flights  were  also  recorded  in  autumn  2007.  The  first  capture  of  the  year  was 
at  Lambs  Knoll  8 Oct  (S.  Huy),  whereas  the  first  non-banding  record  came  at  Turkey  Point  14  Oct  (C.  Starling  et  al.). 

Thanks  to  Bryan  Watts,  Lori  Byrne,  Kevin  Dodge,  and  Mike  Quinlan  for  the  information  in  this  essay. 


Table  1 . Foreign  recaptures  of  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  in  caught  in,  or  banded  in,  Maryland,  2007. 


Number 

Location 

Date 

Notes 

1 

Casselman  R,  Garrett 

10/17 

b.  at  Highland  Retreat  Camp,  near  Bergton,  VA  11/04/06 

1 

Assateague  1. 

10/28 

b.  at  Prince  Edward  Pt.,  ON  09/29/07 

1b. 

Adkins  Arboretum,  Caroline 

10/28 

later  caught  at  Assateague!  10/31 

1 

Adkins  Arboretum,  Caroline 

10/29 

bird  had  been  b.  at  Small  Valley,  PA  same  morning 

4 

Lambs  Knoll,  Frederick 

10/29 

had  been  b.  Small  Valley  PA  10/31/03;  King's  Gap  PA  10/07;  Highland  Retreat,  VA  11/14/06  & 11/23/06 

1b. 

Casselman,  Oarreff 

11/9/04 

later  caught  1 1/1-2/07  at  Highland  Retreat  Camp,  VA 

1 

Casselman,  Garrett 

11/1 

b.  at  Prince  Edward  Pt,  ON  10/26/05 

1 

Casselman,  Garrett 

11/1-2 

b.  at  Lakefield,  ON  10/20/06 

1 

Casselman,  Garrett 

11/2 

b.  11/24/06  at  Highland  Retreat  VA 

1 

Assateague  1. 

11/4 

b.  at  Prince  Edward  Pt,  ON  10/21/06 

2 

Lambs  Knoll,  FrederickMashington 

11/4-5 

b.  al  King's  Gap  PA  1 1/26/06  & Prince  Edward  Pt.,  ON  09/28/07 

1 

Assateague  1. 

11/11-12 

b.  1 1/17/04  in  s.  Northampton,  VA 

1 

iuq^ay,  Anne  Arundel 

11/23 

b.  in  2007  at  Lambs  Knoll,  Frederick/Washington 

1 

Adkins  Arboretum,  Caroline 

Nov 

b.  10/29/07  at  Cape  May,  NJ 

1 

Foreman's  Branch  B.O.,  Queen  Anne's 

12/1 

b.  at  Lincoln,  MA  in  2007 

mer-season  White-throated  Sparrows,  re- 
vealed by  atlas  work  to  be  more  regular  in  the 
Region  than  previously  thought,  were  in 
Howard  (2),  Harford,  and  Montgomery  (2);  the 
same  is  true  of  Dark-eyed  Junco,  found  in 
Harford  and  Baltimore  as  singles  in  Jun.  A Vir- 
ginia White-throated  Sparrow  at  Monticello 
Park,  Alexandria  17-20  Jul  (M.  Pollack  et  al., 
ph.)  was  less  expected.  A Lark  Sparrow  at  L. 
Albemarle,  Albemarle,  VA  4 Aug  (M.  T. 
Adams)  was  suspiciously  early  for  a migrant;  a 
summering  bird  has  been  recorded  in  Orange 
(T.  Floyd).  Lark  Sparrows  in  the  Vireo  Grove 
on  the  bayside  of  Assateague  L,  Worchester, 
MD  7 Sep  and  at  Chincoteague  N.W.R.  29  Sep 
0-  Keller)  were  in  more  expected  locations; 
indeed,  the  species  appears  to  visit  the  outer- 
most coast  annually  late  Aug-early  Oct.  A bit 
in  from  the  coast,  one  was  at  Point  Lookout 
S.P.,  St.  Mary’s,  MD  2 Sep  (TMD),  and  another 
stayed  at  Blackwater  N.W.R.  17  Nov-11  Dec 
(N.  & F Saunders  et  al.).  A Clay-colored  Spar- 
row 25  Aug  at  Bayside,  Assateague  L,  (MHo) 
furnished  a record-early  Worcester  arrival,  and 
a Vesper  Sparrow  1 1 Aug  at  Hart-Miller  1.  (EJS 
et  al.)  was  also  a notably  early  migrant. 


A late-ish  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  at 
Pickering  Cr.,  Talbot  6 Jun  (B.  Hartman,  K. 
Hartman).  An  Indigo  Bunting  10  Nov  at 
Ocean  City,  Worcester  (B.  Ringler  et  al.)  was 
getting  late  at  the  other  end  of  migration.  Still 
rare  in  Garrett  was  a Blue  Grosbeak  along 
Russell  Rd.  29  Jun  (ML).  Dickcissel  has  be- 
come so  widespread  in  summer  in  the  Region 
as  to  be  difficult  to  digest  in  these  pages. 
Marylanders  found  three  singles,  three  dou- 
bles, and  a count  of  6 in  Jun-Jul,  the  latter 
near  Adamstown,  Frederick  8 Jun  (MJI),  the 
others  spanning  Washington,  Caroline,  Queen 
Anne’s,  St.  Mary’s,  Cecil,  and  Dorchester. 
Bobolinks  in  potential  breeding  areas  were  at 
Keysville,  Carroll  7-17  Jun  (2  birds;  B.  Ringler 
et  al.)  and  near  Creagerstown,  Frederick  8 Jun 
(D.  Ziolkowski).  Single  Brewers  Blackbirds 
were  seen  29  Sep  at  North  Liberty,  Carroll  (E. 
Boyd)  and  7 Nov  at  Groom,  Prince  George’s, 
MD  (].  Shenot). 

It  was  a decent  autumn  for  Pine  Siskins, 
with  first  arrivals  at  Hagerstown,  MD  10  Sep 
and  the  Einzel  Swamp,  MD  23  Sep.  A Com- 
mon Redpoll  10  Nov  at  Williamsport,  Wash- 
ington, MD  (HH)  was  the  only  one  reported 


this  season.  On  the  coast  the  same  day,  a Red 
Crossbill  at  Eagles  Landing  G.C.,  Worcester 
(BH)  was  similarly  singular,  at  least  away 
from  montane  areas  in  Virginia,  where  report- 
ed increasingly  often.  A welcome  trend  after 
many  “dry”  seasons  for  the  species.  Evening 
Grosbeaks  appeared  in  w.  areas,  including  at 
Cumberland,  Allegany  6 Nov  (ML;  2 birds),  at 
Mountain  Lake  Park,  Garrett  6 Nov  (fide  Fran 
Pope;  8 birds),  at  Frostburg,  Allegany  12  Nov 
Q.  B.  Churchill),  and  at  Bray  Hill,  Garrett  24 
Nov  (one;  C.  Skipper). 

Frequently  cited  observers:  Robert  L.  Ander- 
son, Henry  T.  Armistead,  Adam  D’Onofrio, 
Kevin  Graff,  Mark  Hoffman  (MHo),  Hans 
Holbrook,  Bill  Hubick,  Mike  Lutmerding, 
Sean  McCandless,  Jethro  Runco,  Eugene  J. 
Scarpulla,  David  Spears,  James  L.  Stasz. 


Edward  S.  Brinkley,  124  Peach  Street 
Cape  Charles,  Virginia  23310,  (thalassoica@gmail.com) 
Matt  Hafner,  4679  NW  45th  Court 
Ocala,  Florida  34482,  (mh1920@aoLcom) 

Todd  M.  Day,  5118  Beaver  Dam  Road 
Jeffersonton,  Virginia  22724,  (blkvulture@aol.com) 
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The  first  half  of  the  season  was  dry  and 
hot.  Some  locations  experienced  the 
hottest  August  on  record,  and  most  ar- 
eas of  the  Region  remained  very  dry,  with 
drought  conditions  worsening  each  week. 
The  second  half  of  the  season  saw  more  aver- 
age temperatures  but  remained  mercilessly 
dry.  Many  areas  were  running  annual  precipi- 
tation deficits  of  25  cm  or  more.  Only  a few 
coastal  areas,  such  as  Morehead  City,  North 
Carolina,  enjoyed  much  less  severe  condi- 
tions, due  mostly  to  several  tropical  systems 
that  brought  good  amounts  of  rainfall.  Many 
inland  reservoirs  throughout  the  Region  were 
very  low,  with  considerable  exposed  mudflat, 
very  attractive  to  migrating  shorebirds. 
Frontal  systems  with  associated  northwester- 
ly winds  were  few  and  far  between,  thus  caus- 
ing many  observers  to  comment  on  the  lack 
of  passerine  migrants,  especially  along  the 
coast.  There  were,  however,  several  notewor- 
thy birds  located,  including  South  Carolina’s 
first  Mountain  Plover,  Georgia’s  first  Green- 
breasted Mango,  and  North  Carolina’s  first 
Buff-bellied  Hummingbird. 

Abbreviations:  C.  Hatt.  (Cape  Hatteras,  Dare, 
NC);  E.L.H.  (E.  L.  Huie  Land  Application  Fa- 
cility, Clayton,  GA);  H.B.S.P.  (Huntington 
Beach  S.R,  Georgetown,  SC);  Hoop.  (Hooper 
Lane,  Henderson,  NC);  Kennesaw  Mt.  (Ken- 
nesaw  Mt.  National  Battlefield  Park,  Cobb, 
GA);  L.  Matt.  (Lake  Mattamuskeet  N.W.R., 
Hyde,  NC);  N.R.F.  (North  River  Farms, 
Carteret,  NC);  Pea  1.  (Pea  Island  N.’W.R.,  Dare, 
NC);  S.S.S.  (Savannah  Spoil  Site,  Jasper,  SC). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  WADERS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  continued  to 
increase  in  the  s.  coastal  areas  of  the  Region. 
Nesting  again  was  noted,  with  4 ads.  and  16 
young  at  the  Altamaha  W.M.A.,  GA  14  Sep 
OFl,  EH);  a good  count  of  22  came  from  the 
S.S.S.  15  Aug  (SC).  Ross’s  Geese  were  reported 
from  all  three  states,  with  the  best  count  being 
the  3 in  Henderson,  NC  25  Nov  (WF,  RS).  Only 
one  Cackling  Goose  was  found  this  fall,  a 


butchinsii  at  L.  Matt  18  Nov  (BH  et  al.)  The  Pea 
1.  area  once  again  hosted  at  least  2 Eurasian 
Wigeons  from  early  Oct-i-  Q&PW,  m.ob.). 
North  Carolina  got  its  2nd  documented  Mot- 
tled Duck,  a male  at  Twin  Lakes,  Sunset  Beach 
10  Oct-i-  (RCl).  This  bird  was  later  found  asso- 
ciating with  a female  in  late  Nov  (RCl  et  al.), 
leading  to  speculation  that  the  species  might 
be  in  the  area  for  some  time  to  come.  Two  fe- 
male eiders  were  seen  flying  northward  at  Nags 
Head,  NC  11  Nov  (HW).  Inland  duck  reports 
of  note  included  a Surf  Scoter  on  L.  Julian, 
Buncombe,  NC  26  Oct  (WF,  RS),  2 Surf  Scoters 
and  a Black  Scoter  on  L.  Townsend,  Guilford, 
NC  3 Nov  (HLi  et  al.),  and  a Long-tailed  Duck 
at  Jordan  L,  NC  23  Nov  (RD). 

Only  one  Red-throated  Loon  was  found  in- 
land, that  being  at  Jordan  L.,  NC  24  Nov 
(GB).  Common  Loons  are  regular  migrants 
inland,  but  the  count  of  300+  at  West  Point  L. 
Dam,  GA  18  Nov  QF!,  EH)  was  most  impres- 
sive. A Red-necked  Grebe  was  a good  find  at 
L.  Walter  F.  George  Dam,  GA  22  Nov 
(E&MB),  the  only  one  mentioned  this  season. 
Eared  Grebes  were  found  at  the  usual  sites, 
with  the  best  counts  being  30+  at  L.  Juliette, 
GA  17  Nov  (TJ  et  al.)  and  9 at  the  S.S.S.  24 
Nov  (SC).  Pelagic  trips  from  Hatteras,  NC 
yielded  more  rare  gadfly  petrels,  with  a Herald 
Petrel  5 Aug  and  both  a Fea’s  Petrel  and  a 
Bermuda  Petrel  22  Sep  (BPl);  this  is  the  first 


This  Bermuda  Petrel  was  photographed  off  Hatteras,  North 
Carolina  22  September  2007,  the  latest  on  record  for  the 
state  and  just  a month  before  adults  begin  arriving  on  the 
breeding  grounds.  Photograph  by  Kate  Sutherland. 

Sep  record  of  the  Cahow  and  latest  firm 
record  for  Fea’s.  Shearwater  numbers  were 
generally  unimpressive,  but  2-3  Sooty  Shear- 
waters off  Hatteras  1 1 Aug  were  rare  for  that 
month  (BPl).  The  2nd  White-faced  Storm-Pe- 
trel for  the  year  was  noted  off  Hatteras  25  Aug 
(BPl),  and  a White-tailed  Tropicbird  off  Hat- 
teras 1 Sep  (BPl)  was  the  only  one  for  the  fall. 


American  White  Pelicans  continued  their 
presence  in  the  Region,  and  the  best  count 
was  475  at  the  S.S.S.  17  Nov  (SC).  Inland 
Brown  Pelicans  were  noted  at  L.  Walter  F 
George,  GA,  with  3 on  25  Aug  (E&MB)  and 
one  still  there  18-22  Nov  OFl,  EH;  E&MB). 
Frigatebird  reports  for  this  season  included  an 
imm.  on  a piling  in  Currituck  Sound,  NC  9 
Aug  (fideJL),  an  imm.  at  Carolina  Beach  S.R, 
NC  21  Nov  (DB  et  al),  and  an  ad.  male  at 
Long  Beach,  NC  22  Nov  (DR  et  al).  The  lat- 
ter two  provided  rare  reports  of  frigatebirds 
that  late  in  the  year. 

Reddish  Egret  reports  were  down  this  year, 
but  the  best  count  was  of  3 at  the  S.S.S.  8 Sep 
(SC),  and  the  latest  was  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  SC  21 
Nov  (fide  ND).  Roseate  Spoonbills  were  again 
present  in  s.  coastal  South  Carolina,  with  an 
impressive  count  of  46  at  the  S.S.S.  2 Aug 
(SC);  5 remained  at  that  location  until  the  end 
of  the  period  (SC).  Wood  Storks  also  wan- 
dered widely  this  fall.  The  most  interesting  re- 
ports involved  one  in  Stokes,  NC  13-14  Aug 
(fide  PD),  up  to  6 at  Jordan  L.,  NC  14-23  Sep 
O&SSo,  MJ,  m.ob.),  2 near  Blair,  Fairfield,  SC 
29  Aug  (RC),  and  2-4  in  n.  Greene,  GA  30 
Sep-21  Oct  (PS). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

The  fall  migration  of  buteos  passed  along  the 
Blue  Ridge  rather  uneventfully  this  fall. 
Rather  late  and  uncommon  for  the  mts.,  a 
Mississippi  Kite  was  noted  over  Jackson  Park, 
Hendersonville,  NC  6 Oct  (RS).  Other  inter- 
esting montane  raptor  reports  involved  a 
Golden  Eagle  at  Stone  Mountain  S.R,  NC  27 
Oct  (PD)  and  a Merlin  at  Hoop.  18  Nov  (WF, 
RS).  Outside  of  that  province,  4 Peregrine  Fal- 
cons were  noted  at  Jordan  L.,  NC  17  Sep 
(MJ),  a most  impressive  count  for  a Piedmont 
locality.  Intriguing,  out-of-place  rails  included 
a pelagic  Yellow  Rail,  a flying  bird  observed 
from  a ship  about  280  km  e.  of  Rodanthe,  NC 
7 Oct  (SS),  and  a Clapper  inland  at  Arrow- 
head, Floyd,  GA  30  Sep  (DR).  Unusual  local- 
ly was  the  Common  Moorhen  present  at  a 
pond  in  Hendersonville,  NC  16  Nov+  (WF, 
RS),  providing  only  the  2nd  record  for  that 
county.  Sandhill  Cranes  outside  of  the  usual 
Georgia  migration  corridor  included  one  at 
Phinizy  Swamp,  Augusta,  GA  16  Oct  (LS),  16 
flying  eastward  near  Wallace,  NC  18  Nov 
QE),  and  one  near  North  R.,  Carteret,  NC  24 
Nov  (JideJF). 

The  continuing  drought  in  most  of  the  Re- 
gion kept  water  levels  at  many  inland  reser- 
voirs very  low.  The  resulting  expanses  of 
mudflat  thereby  provided  ample  habitat  to  at- 
tract migrating  shorebirds.  Several  lakes  in  e.- 
cen.  North  Carolina  were  checked  constantly 
and  were  found  to  host  an  excellent  diversity 
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This  individual  was  the  second  White-faced  Storm-Petrel  found  in  North  Carolina  waters 
in  fall  2007,  off  Oregon  Inlet  August  25.  Photograph  by  Dominic  Sherony. 


of  shorebirds.  Jordan  L.  had  26  species,  Buck- 
horn  Res.  had  25,  and  Falls  L.  had  24.  The 
most  unusual  shorebirds  from  these  lakes  in- 
cluded a Piping  Plover  at  Falls  L.  30  Aug 
(DL);  2 American  Avocets  at  Jordan  L.  30  Sep 
(SS)  and  15-18  Oct  QSr,  BR);  single  Marbled 
Godwits  at  Falls  L.  18  Aug  (SS,  RD,  FT)  and 

2- 5  Sep  (DC,  JP,  RD,  DL);  2 Red  Knots  at  Jor- 
dan L.  3 Sep  (RD,  DC);  a Long-billed  Dow- 
itcher  at  Jordan  L.  18  & 28  Oct  (BR,  SS);  and 
a Red  Phalarope  at  Jordan  L.  14-18  Sep 
O&JSo,  m.ob.).  Excellent  counts  of  some 
species  included  26  Black-bellied  Plovers  at 
Buckhorn  Res.  17  Aug  (RD),  30-1-  American 
Golden-Plovers  at  Jordan  L.  28  Oct  (SS,  BR), 
54  Western  Sandpipers  at  Jordan  L.  15  Sep 
(WC  et  al.),  and  65-h  Short-billed  Dowitchers 
at  Falls  L.  30  Aug  (DL).  American  Golden- 
Plovers  were  reported  widely  from  all  three 
states,  with  the  earliest  being  at  Bear  Island 
W.M.A.,  SC  3 Aug  (ND)  and  the  latest  being 
in  Cobb,  GA  10-12  Nov  (DH  et  al).  A juv. 
Mountain  Plover  stopped  on  the  beach  at 
H.B.S.P.  just  long  enough  to  be  photographed 
10  Oct  OK)-  This  bird  provided  only  the  2nd 
Regional  report,  with  the  first  being  of  4 in 
Laurens,  GA  8 Nov  1980.  The  East  Coast  has 
but  two  other  documented  records  of  the 
species.  Four  American  Avocets  at  Carter’s  L., 
GA  27  Sep  (CK  et  al.)  were  very  good  finds 
for  that  locality.  Inland  Willet  reports  in- 
volved 2 at  L.  Norman,  NC  23  Aug  (TP)  and 

3- 4  at  L.  Walter  F.  George,  GA  25  Aug 
(E&MB).  Upland  Sandpiper  reports  were 
about  average,  with  the  best  count  being  28  at 
the  Marshallville,  Macon,  GA  sod  farm  4 Aug 
OS  et  al.).  Also  one  was  quite  late  in  Hender- 
son, NC  30  Sep  (MW).  Hudsonian  Godwits 
were  mentioned  infrequently  this  fall,  with  3 
at  Pea  I.  18  Aug  (fideJL),  one  at  the  S.S.S.  31 
Aug  (SC),  and  3 at  L.  Landing.,  L.  Matt.  11 
Nov  (HW  et  al.).  Three  Red  Knots  at  L.  Nor- 
man, NC  25  Aug  (fide  TP)  were  good  finds  for 
this  species,  which  is  rarely  observed  inland. 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  reported  more  widely 
and  much  more  frequently  than  usual  this 


fall.  Falls  L.  hosted  at 
least  4,  as  did  Buckhorn 
Res.  A Curlew  Sandpiper 
caused  some  excitement 
at  the  Cedar  1.,  NC  ferry 
terminal  pond  12-15  Aug 
OF  et  al.).  This  species 
has  been  hard  to  find  in 
North  Carolina  in  the  past 
several  years.  Buff-breast- 
ed Sandpipers  were  re- 
ported from  all  three 
states  again,  with  the  best 
totals  being  42  at  the 
S.S.S.  8 Sep  (SC),  36  at 
the  American  Turf  farm,  Creswell,  Washing- 
ton, NC  18  Sep  0R)>  32  at  Falls  L.  6 Sep  (DS), 
17  at  Industrial  Park  sod,  Bartow,  GA  8 Sep 
(KB),  and  16  at  the  Orangeburg,  SC  sod  farm 
15  Sep  OG).  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were  report- 
ed from  inland  areas  in  all  three  states,  and 
once  again  the  best  count  came  from  the 
S.S.S.,  where  14  were  noted  15  Aug  (SC). 

A first-cycle  Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  S.  Beach, 
Jekyll  I.,  GA  14  & 26  Oct  (CC  et  al.;  PH),  the 


only  one  mentioned  this  fall.  Much  rarer  was 
the  first-cycle  Little  Gull  photographed  on  the 
beach  at  H.B.S.P  on  the  early  date  of  13  Oct 
(fide  STs);  this  bird  was  almost  two  months 
earlier  than  expected  in  the  Region  but  match- 
es early  arrival  dates  in  s.  Chesapeake  Bay.  At 
the  other  end  of  the  spectrum,  an  ad.  Califor- 
nia Gull  was  seen  well  on  the  beach  at  Pea  1. 
3 Aug  (DRo) — almost  four  months  early! 
Such  a bird  could  well  have  summered  in  the 
area.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  continue  to 
increase,  with  this  season’s  best  counts  being 
75  at  C.  Halt  27  Oct  O&PW  et  al.)  and  53 
along  one  mile  of  beach  at  Southern  Shores, 


Dare,  NC  21  Oct  OL).  Always  noteworthy  in 
the  Region,  a Sabine’s  Gull  was  a good  find  off 
of  Hatteras,  NC  15  Sep  (BPI).  The  peak  off- 
shore count  of  Sooty  Terns  was  a respectable 
73  off  Hatteras  1 Sep  (BPI).  The  best  inland 
tern  counts  involved  21  Caspians  at  Falls  L., 
NC  15  Sep  (RD),  56  Blacks  at  L.  Walter  E 
George,  GA  25  Aug  (E&MB),  40  Commons 
and  15  Forster’s  at  L.  Norman,  NC  8 Sep  (DW 
et  al.),  and  15  Forster’s  at  West  Point  L.,  GA  18 
Nov  QFb  EH)-  Also  a Black  Tern  at  L.  Ac- 
worth,  GA  19  Oct  (SP)  was  quite  late.  Jaegers 
were  reported  in  average  numbers,  with  single 
Long-taileds  off  Hatteras  3 & 15  Sep  (BPI)  be- 
ing the  most  noteworthy. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WAXWING 

Wandering  doves  included  a White-winged 
on  Jekyll  1.,  GA  26  Oct  (MC;  PH),  a White- 
winged on  Tybee  I.,  GA  18  Nov  (DCh),  and  a 
Common  Ground-Dove  at  Carter’s  L.,  Mur- 
ray, GA  20  Aug  (DF  et  al).  The  latter  bird 
was  most  unusual  so  far  n.  of  its  normal  range 
and  provided  only  the  2nd  report  for  the  mt. 
region  of  that  state.  Black-billed  Cuckoo  re- 
ports were  about  average,  with  the 
best  count  being  2 in  Fairfield,  SC  22 
Sep  (DSl  et  al.).  Common 
Nighthawks  numbered  264  along 
the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway  near  Blow- 
ing Rock,  NC  13  Sep  (RD)  and  255 
at  the  Chattahoochee  Nature  Center, 
Roswell,  GA  31  Aug  (fide  TM).  A 
Chuck-will’s-widow  observed  at 
Jackson  Park,  NC  19  Sep  (WF  et  al.) 
provided  a rather  late  and  unusual 
report  from  the  mountains. 

Hummingbirds  caused  much  ex- 
citement this  fall.  Georgia  hosted  its 
first  Green-breasted  Mango  in 
Dublin  28  Oct-f  (L&MJa,  BS;  m.ob.). 
This  bird  was  only  the  3rd  one  in  the 
United  States  outside  of  Texas. 
North  Carolina  also  had  a first,  a 
Buff-bellied  Hummingbird  present 
at  a feeder  in  Minnesott,  Pamlico  21- 
23  Oct  (DB,  EW  et  al.).  Other  hum- 
mingbirds of  note  included  an  imm.  male 
Black-chinned  at  Charleston,  SC  17  Nov  and 
an  ad.  female  Calliope  on  James  I.,  SC  18 
Nov-i-  (DCu). 

Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  reported  from 
all  three  states,  with  the  earliest  being  at 
Columbus,  GA  24  Aug  (WCh)  and  the  latest 
at  Cochran  Shoals,  GA  22  Sep  (KB  et  al.). 
There  were  slightly  fewer  Yellow-bellied  Fly- 
catcher reports  received,  at  least  compared  to 
the  past  several  fall  seasons.  All  were  found 
during  Sep,  except  for  a late  bird  at  Standing 
Boy  W.M.A.  near  Columbus,  GA  14  Oct 
(WCh).  Other  Empidonax  flycatchers  identi- 


This  immature  Magnificent  Frigatebird  (unidentified)  was  very  late  for 
North  Carolina  at  Carolina  Beach  State  Park  21  November  2007. 
Photograph  by  Deb  Beutler. 
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This  American  Golden-Plover  was  at  a polo  field  in  Cobb  County,  Georgia  10-12 
(here  12)  November  2007  and  provided  a rather  late  date  for  that  inland  loca- 
tion. Photograph  by  Rachel  Cass. 


fied  to  level  of  species  included  an  Alder  at 
the  Altamaha  W.M.A.,  GA  14-15  Sep  QFl,  EH; 
DV,  BE),  a Willow  at  Santee  N.W.R.,  SC  28  Sep 
(RC  et  al),  a Least  at  the  Duke  Gardens, 
Durham,  NC  16  Sep  (HE),  and  a Least  at  Pea 
1.  24  Sep  (JL).  The  female  Vermilion  Ely- 
catcher  returned  to  the  Bradley  Unit  of  Eu- 
faula  N.W.R.,  GA  21  Oct-t  (MM  et  al.)  for  at 
least  the  4th  year  in  a row!  One  Ash-throated 
Flycatcher  was  found  this  fall,  that  being  a 
one-day  wonder  in  Leland,  Brunswick,  NC  13 
Nov  (JE).  Ear  rarer  at  this  time  of  year,  a Great 
Crested  Elycatcher  at  Pea  1.  11  Nov  (LY  et  al.) 
was  well  studied.  Western  Kingbirds  were  dis- 
covered about  five  times  (3  in  Georgia,  2 in 
North  Carolina)  this  season,  about  average 
for  the  fall.  Much  less  expected  was  the  Gray 
Kingbird  found  at  Pea  1.  21  Oct  (DC).  The 
nesting  Scissor-tailed  Elycatchers  at  Southern 
Pines,  NC  successfully  fledged  3 young  and 
were  present  until  at  least  14  Sep  (fide  SCI). 
Other  Scissor- taileds  were  near  Charleston, 
SC  2 Aug  (DEo  et  al.),  at 
Lolly  Beach,  SC  23  Aug  (fide 
ND),  and  se.  of  Monroe,  NC 
19  Sep  (fide  AO).  North  Car- 
olina got  its  2nd  document- 
ed Bell’s  Vireo  when  one 
was  photographed  at  N.R.E 
4-5  Nov  (JE  et  al).  Of  inter- 
est was  that  this  individual 
was  initially  heard  singing,  a 
rather  unusual  behavior  for 
a fall  migrant.  Warbling 
Vireos  are  rarely  observed  in 
fall  migration;  thus  of  note 
were  2 at  Jackson  Park,  NC 
23  Sep  (WE,  RS),  one  at 


Cochran  Shoals,  GA  the  same 
day  (PH),  one  in  n.  Greene,  GA 
30  Sep  (PS),  and  one  at  Hender- 
son Park,  DeKalb,  GA  2 Oct 
(HG).  The  number  of  Philadel- 
phia Vireo  reports  was  down  this 
fall;  however,  several  good 
counts  were  had.  Five  were  at 
Carter’s  L.,  GA  28  Sep  (TH),  3 
were  Jackson  Park,  NC  19  Sep 
(ST),  and  3 were  in  Cumming, 
GA  25  Sep  (GM).  Also  one  was 
quite  late  in  Winston-Salem,  NC 
25  Oct  (PD). 

Common  Ravens  found  out- 
side of  the  usual  highland 
strongholds  included  one  near 
Chapel  Hill,  NC  5 Aug  (fide  GT) 
and  one  in  Lumpkin,  GA  15  Sep 
(KB).  Several  late  swallow  re- 
ports involved  2 Bank 
Swallows  on  Sullivan’s  I., 

SC  20  Nov  (fide  ND)  and 
3 Barns  at  Sunset  Beach,  NC  24  Nov 
(RD).  Cave  Swallows  once  again  infil- 
trated the  Region  this  fall.  The  earliest 
(2)  were  at  Little  St.  Simons  1.,  GA  12 
Oct  QS),  and  the  species  was  noted 
from  all  three  states  until  the  end  of 
the  period.  The  best  counts  reported 
included  20  at  the  Tidewater  Research 
Station,  Roper,  NC  7 Nov  (HE)  and  85 
there  17  Nov  (RD).  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  staged  one  of  the  best  fall 
flights  in  recent  memory.  The  earliest 
ones  were  found  at  Bodie  1.,  NC  in 
mid-Aug  (fide  JL),  and  by  early  Sep, 
good  numbers  came  in  from  all  three 
states;  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  many 
of  these  birds  remain  for  the  winter.  Brown 
Creepers  also  moved  into  the  Region  in 
above-average  numbers,  with  the  earliest  be- 
ing found  in  Charlotte,  NC  11  Sep  (fide 
DEo).  One  ad.  and  2 young  House  Wrens 
were  of  interest  in  n.  Greene,  GA  5 Aug  (PS), 


as  that  area  is  somewhat  s.  of  the  usual  breed- 
ing range  in  that  state.  The  best  counts  of  in- 
land migrating  wrens  included  5 Sedge 
Wrens  at  Cochran  Shoals,  GA  15  Oct  and  3 
Marsh  Wrens  there  19  Sep  and  15  Oct  (KB). 
Thrushes  migrated  through  in  robust  num- 
bers this  fall,  with  the  most  interesting  re- 
ports involving  14  Veeries  observed  at  Myrtle 
Beach,  SC  16  Sep  (PS);  18  Gray-cheekeds, 
268  Swainson’s,  and  48  Woods  banded  dur- 
ing the  fall  at  Carver’s  Gap,  Roan  Mt.,  NC 
(RK);  and  a late  Wood  seen  at  a bird  bath  at 
Hendersonville,  NC  13  Nov  (WE).  A Cedar 
Waxwing  nest  was  located  in  Americus,  GA 
25  Aug  (PHa),  providing  a possible  new 
southerly  breeding  report  for  that  state. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  warbler  migration  was  one  of  contrasts 
this  season,  with  observers  mentioning  it  was 


one  of  the  best  in  recent  memory  in  the  w. 
portions  of  the  Region.  Coastal  reports  were 
basically  uneventful,  with  some  noting  a defi- 
nite lack  of  migrants.  Some  of  the  most  inter- 
esting late  migrants  involved  a Blue-winged 
Warbler  banded  and  photographed  at  N.  Lol- 
ly Beach,  SC  3 Nov  (CS),  a Blackpoll  Warbler 
on  Roanoke  1.,  NC  9 Nov  QL),  an  American 
Redstart  on  Skidaway  1.,  GA  16  Nov  (BRo),  a 
Prothonotary  Warbler  in  Cumming,  GA  25 
Sep  (GM),  a Swainson’s  Warbler  in  Fannin, 
GA  22  Sep  (fide  TM),  and  a Hooded  Warbler 
in  Charlotte,  NC  4 Nov  (L&LB).  Several  war- 
blers were  noted  early,  including  a Tennessee 
at  Valle  Crucis,  Watauga,  NC  15  Aug  (RDi),  a 
male  Cape  May  at  Carver’s  Gap,  Roan  Mt.,  NC 
18  Aug  (RK),  and  2 Yellow-rumpeds  at  Carv- 
er’s Gap,  NC  22  Aug  (RK).  A Brewster’s  War- 
bler at  Jackson  Park,  NC  24  Sep  (WE)  was  the 
only  one  reported  this  fall.  Two  of  the  rare 
Audubon’s  Warblers  were  found  this  fall:  at 
Alligator  River  N.W.R.,  NC  9 Nov  QE)  and  in 
Woodstock,  Cherokee,  GA  18  Nov  (fide JS).  Of 


The  third  Green-breasted  Mango  found  in  the  Lower  48  states  outside  of  Texas  was 
this  immature  male  that  wintered  in  Dublin,  Georgia  from  29  (here  30)  October 
2007  into  the  spring  season.  Photograph  by  Bob  Zaremba. 


This  Curlew  Sandpiper  was  at  the  Cedar  Island,  North  Carolina  ferry 
terminal  pond  12-15  (here  1 2)  August  2007.  Reports  of  this  species 
have  been  few  and  far  between  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  region  in  the 
past  several  years.  Photograph  by  John  Haire. 
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This  Bell's  Vireo  was  at  North  River  Farms,  Carteret  County,  North  Carolina  4 
(here)  and  5 November  2007  and  was  the  second  to  be  documented  in  that  state. 
Photograph  by  Ricky  Davis. 


interest  was  the  Kentucky  Warbler 
banded  at  Carvers  Gap,  Roan  Mt.,  NC 
24  Aug  (RK);  this  species  is  very  un- 
usual at  that  high  elevation.  Only  one 
Connecticut  Warbler  was  mentioned, 
that  being  at  Jackson  Park,  NC  5 Oct 
(RS).  This  species  has  been  found 
much  less  frequently  in  the  past  sever- 
al years.  Mourning  Warblers  have  been 
increasing,  with  at  least  7 being  found, 
spanning  all  three  states.  As  usual,  they 
were  found  in  the  w.  portions  of  the 
Region;  the  farthest  e.  was  in  Granville, 

NC  5 Sep  (DSt).  A total  surprise  was 
the  MacGillivray’s  Warbler  netted  and 
banded  at  Jekyll  I.  12  Oct  (AB).  This 
bird  should  provide  the  3rd  confirmed 
report  for  that  state! 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  reported 
somewhat  more  often  than  usual,  from  all 
three  states.  The  most  unusual,  away  from  the 
regular  coastal  areas,  was  at  Chattahoochee 
River  N.R.A.,  GA  30  Oct  (fide  TM).  Lark  Spar- 
rows were  also  reported  frequently,  with  re- 
ports coming  from  all  three  states,  although 
fewer  birds  were  detected  along  the 
immediate  coast.  Always  noteworthy, 

Le  Contes  Sparrows  were  found  at 
Cochran  Shoals,  GA  31  Oct  (CL),  at 
Andrews  L,  GA  10  Nov  (fide  TM),  and 
at  the  S.S.S.  17  Nov  (SC).  A total  sur- 
prise was  the  Seaside  Sparrow  seen 
close  and  well  in  the  grassy  flats  of  up- 
per Falls  L.,  NC  2 Sep  (DC,  JP,  RD). 

This  bird  possibly  represented  the  hrst 
inland  sighting  of  a live  Seaside  in  the 
Region;  there  are  two  previous  inland 
reports,  both  involving  tower-killed 
birds  from  Bladen,  NC  (2  in  Oct  1972, 

6 in  Oct  1982)1  Lincoln’s  Sparrows 
were  noted  in  usual  numbers,  with  re- 
ports split  about  evenly  between 
coastal  and  inland  areas.  This  fall’s  La- 
pland Longspurs  included  singles  at  L. 
Townsend,  Guilford,  NC  3 Nov  (HLi  et  al),  at 
the  C.  Hatt.  campground  10-11  Nov  (ED  et 
al),  and  at  the  Pungo  Unit  of  Pocosin  Lakes 
N.W.R.,  NC  17  Nov  (RD).  Snow  Bunting  re- 
ports involved  one  at  the  C.  Hatt  campground 
9-10  Nov  (ED  et  al.),  2-3  at  Pea  1.  11  Nov  (LY 
et  al.),  one  at  the  Altamaha  W.M.A.,  GA  7-11 
Nov  (SB  et  al.,  m.ob.),  and  one  at  Stone 
Mountain  Park,  DeKalb,  GA  24  Nov  (fideJS). 
The  latter  bird  provided  a most  unusual  re- 
port for  that  state  away  from  the  coast. 

The  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  migration  was 
called  one  of  the  best  ever,  especially  in  the 
mountains.  Literally  hundreds  could  be  seen 
in  a day  during  much  of  the  last  half  of  Sep 
(m.ob.).  Late  Rose-breasteds  were  at  More- 
head  City,  NC  24  Nov  (fide  JF)  and  at 


Gainesville,  GA  29  Nov  (fide  TM).  Also  late 
was  an  Indigo  Bunting  at  Alligator  River 
N.W.R.,  NC  10  Nov  QL).  Dickcissel  reports 
were  down  somewhat,  but  of  interest  were  2 
in  Colleton.  SC  10  Aug  (ND),  one  at  the  Cher- 
ry Hospital  helds,  Wayne,  NC  12  Aug  (RD  et 
al.),  one  at  Manteo,  NC  18  Aug  QL),  and  8 at 
N.R.F  19  Aug  (JF  et  al.).  The  latter  birds 


probably  summered  at  that  location,  while  2 
there  21  Oct  and  one  4 Nov  (JF  et  al.)  were 
likely  migrants.  The  only  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  reported  was  a female  at  Hoop.  14 
Sep  (RS,  WF).  Locally  rare  Brewer’s  Black- 
birds included  a female  at  Hoop.  17-25  Nov 
(WF,  RS)  and  2 at  Marshall,  Madison,  NC  20 
Nov  (KC).  A Shiny  Cowbird  near  Brunswick, 
GA  24  Sep  (fide  LS)  was  the  only  one  report- 
ed. The  number  of  sightings  of  this  species  in 
the  Region  has  dehnitely  declined  in  the  past 
several  years. 

Winter  frnches  caused  considerable  excite- 
ment this  fall.  Purple  Finches  came  in  early, 
with  one  in  Beaufort,  NC  29  Sep  (R&SBo) 
and  up  to  2 in  Boone,  NC  3-4  Oct  (WCy). 
The  best  Red  Crossbill  count  was  of  24  in  the 
Mt.  Mitchell,  NC  area  25  Aug  (MW).  Com- 


mon Redpolls  are  rarely  found  in  the 
Region,  thus  great  finds  included  birds 
at  C.  Hatt.  4 Nov  QT),  at  Bear  Creek, 
Chatham,  NC  18  Nov  (PB),  and  at 
Nags  Head,  NC  26  Nov  (SM).  Evening 
Grosbeak,  that  enigmatic  winter  visitor 
from  the  past,  appeared  at  several  loca- 
tions. Six  were  early  at  Riverbend  Park, 
Catawba,  NC  29  Oct,  and  the  flock  had 
built  to  40  individuals  by  1 Nov  (DM). 
Three  were  seen  flying  through  Carv- 
er’s Gap,  Roan  Mt.,  NC  18  Nov  (RK), 
and  a “small  flock”  was  at  Weymouth 
Woods,  Southern  Pines,  NC  21  Nov 
(SCI,  MMy). 

Contributors:  Parker  Backstrom,  Amy 
Barbe,  Larry  & Louise  Barden  (L&LB),  Sandy 
Beasley,  Eric  & Michael  Beohm  (E&MB),  Deb 
Beutler,  Ken  Blankenship,  Rich  61  Susan  Boyd 
(R&SBo),  Gordon  Brown,  Kevin  Caldwell, 
Steve  Calver,  Susan  Campbell  (SCI),  Derb 
Carter,  Robin  Carter,  Walt  Chambers  (WCh), 
Diana  Churchill  (DCh),  Marjorie  Clark, 
Randy  Climpson  (RCl),  Walt  Conway 
(WCy),  Will  Cook,  Cameron  Cox, 
Doreen  Cubie  (DCu),  Ricky  Davis, 
Eric  Dean,  Nate  Dias,  Robin  Diaz 
(RDi),  Phil  Dickinson,  John  Ennis,  Jim 
Flynn  OFD-  Dennis  Forsythe  (DFo), 
Wayne  Forsythe,  Dot  Freeman,  John 
Fussell,  Hugh  Garrett,  Jason  Giovan- 
none,  Phil  Hardy  (PHa),  Theresa 
Hartz,  Dave  Hedeen,  Bob  Holmes,  Earl 
Horn,  Pierre  Howard,  Laurie  & Mar- 
shall Jackson  (L63:MJa),  Mikejohnson, 
Terry  Johnson,  Cheryl  Kanes,  Jerry 
Kerschner,  Rick  Knight,  Chris  Lam- 
brecht,  Harry  LeGrand,  Jr.,  Dave  Lenat, 
Jeff  Lewis,  Henry  Link  (HLi),  Bill  Lotz, 
Dave  Lovett  (DLo),  Dwayne  Martin, 
Michael  McCloy  (MMy),  Grant  Mc- 
Creary, Mark  McShane,  Skip  Morgan, 
Anne  Olsen,  Sandy  Pangle,  Brian  Patteson, 
Inc.  (BPI),  Taylor  Piephoff,  Jeff  Pippen,  David 
Rebillard,  John  Register,  Don  Rote  (DRo), 
Beth  Roth  (BRo),  Bob  Rybczynski,  Bob  Sar- 
gent, Ron  Selvey  Jeff  Sewell,  Doug  Shadwick, 
Steve  Shultz,  Donna  Slyce  (DSl),  Chris  Snook, 
Jacob  Socolar  QSo),  Josh  & Sterling  Southern 
(J&SSo),  Lois  Stacey,  Deck  Stapleton  (DSt), 
Paul  W.  Sykes,  Jr.,  Jerry  Talkington,  Erik 
Thomas,  Steve  Thomas  (STs),  Simon  Thomp- 
son, Ginger  Travis,  Dan  Vickers,  Marilyn 
Westphal,  Dick  Barmore  & Elizabeth  White 
(DB&EW),  Haven  Wiley,  David  Wright,  John 
& Paula  Wright  (J&PW),  Lee  Yoder.  © 


Ricky  Davis,  608  Smallwood  Drive 
Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina  27804 
(RJDNC@aol.com) 


Snow  Bunting  is  rarely  found  as  far  south  as  Georgia,  so  this  individual  caused 
some  excitement  at  Jekyll  Island  7-1 1 (here  10)  November  2007.  Photograph  by 
Dan  Vickers. 
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It  was  a season  without  hurricanes  or 
tropical  storms,  although  frontal  activity 
delivered  heavy  rain  to  some  areas.  Dur- 
ing one  storm  18-19  October,  more  than  38 
cm  of  rain  fell  in  Pensacola  and  56  cm  of  rain 
fell  in  Gulf  Breeze,  ending  the  severe  drought 
in  the  western  Panhandle.  Several  rarities 
were  found  in  the  state,  but  the  only  “first” 
was  a new  exotic. 

Abbreviations/definitions:  PO.S.R.C.  (Flori- 
da Ornithological  Society  Records  Commit- 
tee); N.S.R.A.  (North  Shore  Restoration  Area, 
Orange);  STA  (Stormwater  Treatment  Area); 
report  (any  observation);  record  (only  those 
reports  verifiable  from  photograph,  specimen, 
or  videotape  evidence). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Breeding  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  in- 
cluded a brood  at  Viera  Wetlands,  Brevard  18 
Sep  QT,  CN)  and  a pair  with  11  ducklings  at 
Hague,  Alachua  4 Nov  (ReR).  Meanwhile,  213 
at  Hillsborough  phosphate  mines  23  Sep  (Pf; 
DB)  indicated  a local  increase.  I received  three 
reports  of  Greater  White-fronted  Geese:  2 at 
STA-5,  Hendry  11  Nov  QBo,  LaM,  ph.),  one  in 
Bay  21  Nov  (ABa),  and  3 at  Hamilton  phos- 
phate mines  27  Nov  QKr).  Reports  of  multi- 
ple Snow  Geese  were  5 at  Merritt  Island 
N.W.R.,  Brevard  25  Oct+  (DF,  MHs),  30  over 
Bald  Pt.,  Franklin  4 Nov  QM),  and  6 at  Hamil- 
ton mines  10  Nov  (BA,  RS  et  al.).  The  20 
Canada  Geese  at  Largo,  Pinellas  18  Sep  (fide  P 
Trunk)  were  presumed  exotic,  as  was  the  one 
at  Southern  Glades  Wildlife  and  Environmen- 
tal Area,  Miami-Dade  12  Oct  (LaM). 

Very  rare  but  annual  in  Florida,  a Brant  en- 
livened Washington  Oaks  Gardens  S.P,  Fla- 
gler 30  Nov  Obh^’  Drake  Eurasian  Wigeons 


were  found  at  Cutler  Ridge,  Mia- 
mi-Dade  29  Oct-17  Nov  (RT  et 
al,  TMi,  ph.)  and  Merritt  Island 
N.WR.  29  Nov+  (KA  et  al.).  High 
counts  of  Blue-winged  Teal  were 
5000  at  STA-5,  Hendry  29  Sep 
(ME  et  al.)  and  4700  at  Hillsbor- 
ough and  Polk  mines  23  Nov  (PE 
et  al).  A drake  Cinnamon  Teal 
brightened  Viera  Wetlands  23-27 
Nov  QFl  JT  et  al.).  The  200 
Greater  Scaup  in  Upper  Tampa 
Bay,  Pinellas  29  Nov  (KT)  were  a 
precursor  to  a winter  invasion  of 
the  cen.  pen.  A White-winged 
Scoter  at  Hudson  Beach  20  Nov 
(KT  et  al,  ph.)  that  provided  the 
first  for  Pasco  was  the  only  penin- 
sular report.  A flight  of  Black 
Scoters  along  the  Atlantic  coast  s.  to  Miami- 
Dade  was  noted  by  several  observers  29-31 
Oct.  Waterbirds  inland  included  38  Red- 
breasted Mergansers  and  80  Horned  Grebes  at 
Newnans  L.,  Alachua  24-27  Nov  (ReR),  one 
Red-throated  Loon  at  Ocean  Pond,  Osceola 
N.E,  Baker  7 Nov  (BRi),  and  single  Eared 
Grebes  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  2 Nov  (HR) 
and  at  Hamilton  mine  27  Nov  (JKr). 

A pelagic  trip  off  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet,  Vo- 
lusia 11  Nov  was  quite  successful  (Table  1).  A 
Manx  Shearwater  carcass  was  found  at  Talbot 
Island  S.P,  Duval  30  Sep  (acc.,  tPL).  Single 
Brown  Boobies  were  off  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  9 
Oct  (BW,  MBr),  at  St.  Augustine,  St.  Johns  3 
Nov  (DRe),  and  at  Playalinda  Beach,  Canaver- 
al N.S.,  Brevard  3 Nov  (EK).  The  800  Ameri- 
can White  Pelicans  at  Tarpon  Key,  Pinellas  24 
Nov  (B&DH)  represented  a high  count  local- 
ly. Rare  in  the  Keys,  the  count  of  15  Anhingas 
at  Blue  Hole,  Big  Pine  Key,  Monroe  30  Sep 
(BrM)  was  notable.  American  Bitterns  re- 
turned to  Myakka  River  S.P,  Sarasota  24  Aug 
(TMa),  Fernandina  Beach,  Nassau  25  Aug 
(PL),  and  Newnans  L.  26  Aug  (CR).  Now  reg- 
ular in  Florida,  a White-faced  Ibis  graced 
Lake  City,  Columbia  17-18  Nov  (PB).  Good 
counts  of  post-breeding  Roseate  Spoonbills 
were  106  at  St.  Augustine  3 Aug  QKe),  40  at 
Holiday,  Pasco  10  Oct  (KT),  and  67  at  Fer- 
nandina Beach  11  Nov  (PL).  The  provenance 


of  14  American  Flamingos  near  Belle  Glade, 
Palm  Beach  18  Aug  QBo)  was  unknown. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Leary  witnessed  a migration  of  1117  Ospreys 
past  Amelia  L,  Nassau  3 Sep.  Equally  spectac- 
ular were  the  1005  Swallow-tailed  Kites  at 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  5 Aug  (HR).  An  ex- 
tralimital  Snail  Kite  was  seen  over  Curry  Ham- 
mocks S.P.,  Monroe  28  Sep  OvD;  erroneously 
reported  in  Winging  It  as  a Black  Kite),  and  an- 
other was  at  North  Lake  Jessup  C.A.,  Seminole 
25  Nov  (DG,  WB).  More  than  70  Mississippi 
Kites  were  seen  in  the  Keys  this  fall  (BrM). 
Counts  of  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  included  18 
at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Elorida  S.P,  Miami-Dade  11 
Oct  (RD,  MD),  24  at  Playalinda  Beach  3 Nov 
(EK),  and  26  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  30  Nov 
(HR).  Similarly,  there  were  26  Cooper’s  Hawks 
at  Lake  Apopka  8 Aug  (HR)  and  12  at  Cape 
Elorida  11  Oct  (RD,  MD).  The  12  Short-tailed 
Hawk  reports  3 Aug-9  Nov  were  divided  into 
6 dark  morphs,  3 light  morphs,  and  3 unspec- 
ified. Single  Swainson’s  Hawks  brightened 
Hardee  Lakes  Park,  Pt.  Green,  Hardee  28  Oct 
(DG,  EH),  St.  George  L,  Franklin  31  Oct  (MF, 
AW),  and  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  9 Nov,  with  2 
at  the  latter  site  11  Nov  (HR).  Dark-morph 
Red-tailed  Hawks  were  found  at  Cape  Florida 
S.P.  7 Nov  (RD)  and  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  21 
Nov+  (HR).  Twenty-six  Peregrine  Falcons 
passed  Guana  Reserve,  St.Johns  in  six  hours  30 
Sep  (DRe),  while  10  others  passed  Cedar  Key, 
Levy  27  Oct  (DJo). 

A Yellow  Rail  was  flushed  from  dry  prairie 
at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  S.P,  Okeechobee 
20  Nov  (MK),  and  a Black  Rail  was  a surprise 
at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  W.T.E,  Okaloosa  31  Oct 
(MR  et  al).  Single  American  Golden-Plovers 
were  spied  at  Crandon  Beach,  Miami-Dade  26 
Sep  (RD),  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  31  Oct-4 
Nov  (HR),  and  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  18-22 
Nov  (EK  et  al).  Irregular  in  the  Big  Bend,  a 
Snowy  Plover  at  Coon  1.  21  Nov  (PL)  provid- 
ed the  first  Dixie  report.  American  Oyster- 
catchers  are  casual  in  Elorida  Bay,  so  one  at 
Bottle  Key,  Everglades  N.P.,  Monroe  17  Oct 
(BrM)  was  notable.  American  Avocets  were 
widely  reported,  with  46  at  Polk  mines  26  Aug 
(CGe,  PT)  and  45  at  Hamilton  mines  10  Nov 
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(BA,  RS  et  al.).  Inland  Spotted  Sandpipers  in- 
cluded 7 at  Myakka  River  S.E,  Sarasota  3 Aug 
(DG),  12  at  Polk  mines  26  Aug  (CGe,  FT),  and 
one  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  30  Nov  (HR). 


Inland  Willets,  presumably  Western  Willets, 
were  found  at  L.  Okeechobee  19  Aug  (PG,  BP 
et  al.)  and  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  30  Sep  (HR). 

Upland  Sandpipers  were  well  reported, 
with  33  at  King  Ranch,  Everglades  Agricul- 
tural Area,  Palm  Beach  17  Aug  (MBe);  15  were 
nearby  at  Gladesview  4 Aug  (ABa  et  al.),  4 in 
n.  Escambia  9 Aug  (LC),  and  singles  were 
noted  elsewhere.  Of  300  Red  Knots  at  Nassau 
Sound,  Duval  10  Aug,  16  had  been  banded  in 
North  America  and  one  in  Chile  (PL).  Single 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  in  Duval,  Escambia, 
Miami-Dade,  and  Volusia,  and  2 juvs.  were  at 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  19  Aug  (HR).  Counts 
of  100  Pectoral  Sandpipers  came  from  Talla- 
hassee 1 Aug  (AW  et  al.)  and  20  Sep  (GM). 
The  male  Curlew  Sandpiper  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, Pinellas  pleased  numerous  birders  dur- 
ing its  short  stay  3-4  Aug  QFi,  RS  et  al.). 

Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  were  surprisingly 
widely  distributed,  with  a total  of  20  in  the  w. 
Panhandle  30  Jul-1  Sep  (fide  BD),  12  at  Roth 
Sod  Road,  Everglades  Agricultural  Area  9 Sep 
(ABa),  10  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  9 Sep 
(HR),  7 at  Apollo  Beach,  Hillsborough  15  Sep 
0-  Palmer,  JDu),  groups  of  5 at  Eernandina 
Beach  3 Sep  (PL),  Singletary  Sod  Farms,  Polk 
7-13  Sep  (DS,  JT),  and  Gladesview  Road  8 Sep 
(BRo,  MBe  et  al),  and  2 near  New  Smyrna 
Beach,  Volusia  20  Sep  (MBr).  Early  Long- 
billed Dowitchers  were  reported  from  St.  Pe- 
tersburg 3-4  Aug  (3;  RS  et  al.)  and  Lake  Apop- 
ka N.S.R.A.  5 Aug  (one;  HR).  An  American 
Woodcock  at  Stock  1.  2 Nov  (CGo)  provided 


the  hrst  report  for  the  Mainline  Keys.  The  ear- 
liest of  eight  reports  of  Wilson’s  Phalarope  was 
of  one  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  3 Aug  (HR), 
and  the  latest  was  of  5 at  Jacksonville  9 Sep 
(RC).  A moribund  juv.  Red- 
necked Phalarope  at  Day- 
tona Beach  Shores,  Volusia  4 
Sep  later  succumbed  (MBr, 
*UCF),  while  one  at  Nassau 
Sound  21  Sep  was  “stabbed 
and  tossed”  by  a Reddish 
Egret  (PL)!  Other  Red- 
neckeds  were  photographed 
off  Miami  13  Sep  (20;  RT, 
TMi),  at  Merritt  Island 
N.W.R.  22  Sep  (2;  TD),  and 
at  Crandon  Park  14  Nov 
(one;  JHu,  BP  et  al.). 

GULLS  THROUGH 

WOODPECKERS 

A Laughing  Gull  with  red- 
dish bill  and  legs  at  Green 
Key,  New  Port  Richey,  Pasco 
31  Aug  (KT,  ph.)  was  the  lat- 
est of  this  aberration  report- 
ed nearly  annually  in  Florida 
in  recent  years.  There  were  5 Franklin’s  Gulls, 
all  singles:  Ft.  Island  Beach,  Crystal  River,  Cit- 
rus 20  Oct  (BA);  Ft.  Walton  Beach  W.T.P.  20- 
24  Oct  (BD  et  al.);  Jetty  Park,  Port  Canaveral, 
Brevard  16  Nov  (KL);  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A. 
18  Nov  (HR);  and  Volusia  landhll  30  Nov 
(DRi,  AV).  A count  of  500  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  came  from  Huguenot  Memorial 
Park  24  Oct  (BRi).  Rarely  ob- 
served from  land,  Sabine’s  Gulls 
graced  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  29 
Sep  (GB)  and  Ft.  Pierce  Inlet,  St. 

Lucie  30  Oct  (DS).  Casual  in 
Florida,  a Black-legged  Kittiwake 
was  found  at  Canaveral  N.S.,  Bre- 
vard 30  Oct  (MHs).  Six  Brown 
Noddies  were  at  Green  Key  31 
Aug  (KT).  There  were  340  Least 
Terns  along  Gandy  Causeway, 

Pinellas  9 Aug  (RS),  while  more 
than  500  juvs.  were  present  at 
Santa  Rosa  L,  Gulf  Islands  N.S., 

Escambia  (JW).  Triple-digit 
counts  of  migrant  Black  Terns 
were  215  along  Courtney  Camp- 
bell Causeway,  Pinellas  5 Sep 
(SM),  230  at  Merritt  L,  Brevard  11 
Sep  (DF),  105  at  Polk  mines  15 
Sep  (CGe,  PT),  and  550  at 
Huguenot  Memorial  Park,  Duval  17  Sep  (RC). 
Large  numbers  of  Common  Terns  are  often 
found  during  fall;  this  season,  2000  were  esti- 
mated at  Nassau  Sound  9 Sep  (PL)  and  Ft.  De 
Soto  Park,  Pinellas  3 Oct  (RS),  with  high 


counts  inland  of  34  at  Newnans  L.  15  Sep 
(ReR)  and  103  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  31 
Oct  (HR).  Sandwich  Terns  inland  included  19 
at  Hillsborough  mines  23  Aug  (PE)  and  166  at 
Polk  mines  26  Aug  (CGe  et  al.). 

A large  movement  of  Jaegers  was  noted 
along  the  cen.  Atlantic  coast  during  strong 
easterly  winds  29-30  Oct,  with  nearly  3500 
total  individuals  reported,  the  majority  not 
identihed  to  species.  Highest  counts  included 
250  Pomarines,  100  Parasitics,  and  1000 
unidentihed  at  Cocoa  Beach  30  Oct  (DF),  200 
Pomarines  at  John  U.  Lloyd  S.E,  Broward  30 
Oct  (MBe),  1500  unidentified  at  Sebastian  In- 
let 29  Oct  (ABa),  and  350  unidentified  at 
Canaveral  N.S.,  Volusia  30  Oct  (MBr).  Two 
Long-tailed  Jaegers,  seldom  reported  in  Flori- 
da, succumbed  at  Daytona  Beach,  Volusia  10 
Sep  (MBr,  *UF,  *UCF),  while  another  was  at 
Canaveral  N.S.,  Volusia  29  Oct  (MBr).  White- 
winged Doves  are  now  breeding  the  in  w.  Pan- 
handle, with  flocks  of  15-25  at  Gulf  Breeze, 
Santa  Rosa  1-15  Aug  (BD).  Other  good  counts 
were  20  near  Bowling  Green,  Hardee  2 Aug 
(BA),  21  at  The  Villages,  Marion  11  Aug  QDi), 
and  24  near  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  S.P 
24  Aug  (PM). 

Black-billed  Cuckoos  enlivened  Lake  Apop- 
ka N.S.R.A.  15  & 26  Aug  (singles)  and  17  Aug 
(2;  HR),  Wakulla  15  Sep  (BHe,  DWe),  Port  Or- 
ange, Volusia  21  Oct  (BW),  and  San  Felasco 
Hammock,  Alachua  31  Oct  (BaM  et  al).  A 
Florida  Burrowing  Owl  at  Cape  Florida  S.P  15 
Oct  was  found  headless  in  a mist-net  that  also 
contained  a Cooper’s  Hawk  (MD  et  al).  Late 


goatsuckers  included  a Lesser  Nighthawk  at 
Bald  Pt.  25  Nov  (JM)  and  a Whip-poor-will  at 
Key  West  3 Nov  (CGo).  Florida’s  2nd  Anna’s 
Hummingbird  began  a lengthy  stay  at  DeFu- 
niak  Springs,  Walton  in  early  Nov+  (acc.. 


Baird's  Sandpipers  seem  to  be  increasing  in  Florida,  with  five  reports  this  season. 
This  Baird's  was  a crowd-pleaser  in  agricultural  fields  near  Homestead,  Miami-Dade 
County,  26  (here)  through  28  August  2008.  Photograph  by  Larry  Manfredi. 


Although  unhanded  and  showing  no  sign  of  recent  captivity,  this  male  Yellow 
Grosbeak  was  almost  certainly  an  escapee.  Photographed  at  Big  Cypress  Na- 
tional Preserve,  Florida  4 (here)  through  6 September  2007,  it  furnished  a 
newly  verified  Florida  record,  and  one  of  the  more  unexpected  species  to  be 
found  in  the  "open-air  zoo"  that  some  have  called  the  southern  peninsula  of 
Florida.  Photograph  by  Fred  Dayhoff. 


VOLUME  62  (2007) 


NUMBER  1 


59 


FLORIDA 


tD&LD).  Among  8 Rufous  Hummingbirds 
this  season  was  a female  banded  in  Nov  2003 
that  returned  to  the  same  Valrico,  Hillsborough 
yard  13  Aug  for  her  5th  winter  (SB). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWING 

Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  surprises  at  Ft. 
Walton  Beach  W.T.P.  11  Sep  (AS)  and  Curry 
Hammock  S.P.,  Monroe  TI  Sep  (tBrM).  Late 
was  the  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  16  Nov  (HR).  Good  counts  of  Acadi- 
an Flycatchers  were  8 at  Chassahowitzka 
W.M.A.  30  Aug  and  10  at  Big  Bend  W.M.A., 
Taylor  15  Sep  (both  BA).  Of  uncertain  status  in 
Florida,  a Willow  Flycatcher  was  seen  and 
heard  calling  at  Boot  Key,  Marathon,  Monroe  3 
Sep  (tBrM).  There  were  4 Vermilion  Flycatch- 
ers reported:  females  at  Grayton  Beach,  Walton 
25  Sep  (DF),  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  19  Oct 
(HR),  and  Lake  Woodruff  N.W.R.,  Volusia  12 
Nov  QM),  and  one  male  that  returned  to  Lake 
Jessup  C.A.,  Seminole  by  4 Nov  (RH  et  al.). 
Now  regular  in  Florida,  Ash-throated  Flycatch- 
ers were  found  at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  1-3  Nov 
(BD,  LD),  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  7-11  Nov 
(HR),  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  S.P,  Alachua  9 
Nov+  (ABa),  and  Lake  City  17-24  Nov  (PB). 

A Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  at  St.  George 
I.  11  Oct  (acc.,tJCa)  furnished  the  4th  ac- 
cepted Florida  report.  Likewise,  a calling 
Tropical  Kingbird  at  Ft.  De  Soto  Park  28  Sep 
(LA,  RS,  accepted  by  FO.S.R.C.)  provided  the 
4th  for  the  state.  The  19  reports  of  85  West- 
ern Kingbirds  were  all  of  singles  except  43  at 
The  Villages  12  Oct+  0DI)>  trios  at  Gulf 
Breeze  17-19  Oct  (BD)  and  Stock  1.,  Monroe  9 
Nov  (CGo),  and  21  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A. 
14  Nov+  (HR).  Gray  Kingbirds  were  inland  to 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  2 Sep  and  21  Nov 
(HR),  while  others  lingered  at  Frog  Pond 
W.M.A. , Miami-Dade  12  Nov  QBo)  and  along 
Cockroach  Bay  Rd.,  Hillsborough  22-24  Nov 
(BA  et  al).  1 received  15  reports  of  41  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatchers  beginning  1 Aug,  all  of  sin- 
gles except  up  to  3 at  The  Villages  28  Oct+ 
QDi),  4 at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  3 Nov+  (K. 
Schmidt  et  al.),  10  at  Stock  1.  9 Nov  (CGo),  5 
along  Cockroach  Bay  Rd.  11  Nov+  (BA  et  al.), 
4 near  Dundee,  Polk  23  Nov  (CGe,  PT),  and  6 
at  Homestead,  Miami-Dade  24  Nov  OBo). 

Bell’s  Vireos  enlivened  Bald  Pt.  16  Sep  QM 
et  al.)  and  Cape  Florida  S.P.  21  Sep  (b.  MD  et 
al).  Warbling  Vireos  are  about  equally  rare  in 
Florida;  one  at  Frog  Pond  W.M.A.  13  Oct 
seemed  to  respond  to  Warbling  Vireo  calls  of 
a w.  subspecies  QBo  et  al.),  while  another  was 
a one-day  wonder  at  Sugar  Mill  Gardens,  Port 
Orange,  Volusia  20  Oct  (MBr).  There  were  19 
reports  of  Philadelphia  Vireos  in  the  pen., 
with  7 from  Gainesville  19-26  Oct  OBr,  ReR, 
JKr  et  al.).  All  were  of  singles  except  for  duos 


at  Ft.  George  I.,  Duval  29  Sep  (RC)  and  Crys- 
tal River  9 Oct  (ES,  ph.).  One  Philadelphia 
near  Green  Cove  Springs,  Clay  23  Sep  (RS) 
was  early.  Good  counts  of  Bank  Swallows 
were  60  at  Viera  3 Aug  (DF)  and  100  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburg 15  Aug  (D&LoM).  Cliff  Swallows 
were  reported  more  widely  than  is  typical, 
with  the  following  counts  of  multiple  individ- 
uals: 500  over  Englewood,  Sarasota  24  Aug 
(TMa),  23  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  28  Sep 
(HR),  3 at  St.  George  1.  6 Oct  (MHt),  and  4 at 
Green  Key  11  Oct  (KT).  There  were  six  re- 
ports of  Cave  Swallows;  those  at  Springhill 
Road  W.T.P,  Leon  25  Oct  (GM)  and  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  26  Oct  and  4 Nov  (2;  HR) 
were  of  the  Mexican/southwestern  sub- 
species. Triple-digit  counts  of  Barn  Swallows 
included  350  at  Three  Lakes  W.M.A.,  Osceola 
16  Aug  (BA)  and  570  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  22  Aug  (HR). 

Two  Carolina  Chickadees  at  Joe’s  Creek 
Preservation  Area,  Pinellas  20  Aug  (D&LoM) 
were  at  the  s.  edge  of  their  range,  while  the 
extralimital  Tufted  Titmouse  continued  at  A. 
D.  Barnes  Park,  Miami-Dade  QBo).  Three 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  reported,  with 
singles  at  Eastpoint,  Franklin  2 Oct  (SK), 
Cedar  Key  12-18  Nov  (DHe),  and  St,  Joseph 
Peninsula  S.P,  Gulf  23  Nov  (RS).  Extremely 
rare  was  the  White-breasted  Nuthatch  report- 
ed in  the  cen.  pen.  at  Three  Lakes  W.M.A., 
Osceola  19  Nov  (tJE).  Many  reports  of  Gold- 
en-crowned Kinglets  came  from  the  Franklin, 
Leon,  and  Wakulla  area  (fide  GM)  but 
nowhere  else.  A lingering  Veery  was  banded 
at  Tallahassee  1 Nov  (PHo,  ph.).  Of  seven 
Wood  Thrush  reports  30  Sep-14  Nov,  all  were 
singles  except  for  duos  at  Buschman  Park, 
Port  Orange  11  Oct  (BW)  and  Green  Key  12 
Oct  (KT);  another  was  banded  at  Wekiwa 
Springs  S.P,  Orange  30  Sep  (ABo).  Casual  in 
the  Keys,  2 American  Pipits  were  pho- 
tographed at  Marathon  Airport  11  Oct  (BrM), 
with  another  seen  at  Stock  1.  9 Nov  (CGo). 
Very  rare  in  the  state,  3 Sprague’s  Pipits  were 
at  Site  B-70,  Eglin  A.EB.  21  Oct  (LE),  a recent 
regular  wintering  site,  while  2 others  were  a 
surprise  at  Lake  City  17  Nov  (PB). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Good  counts  of  migrants  at  Mead  Garden,  Or- 
lando, Orange  11  Oct  included  14  Tennessee 
Warblers,  8 Chestnut-sided  Warblers,  10  Bay- 
breasted Warblers,  3 Blackpoll  Warblers,  18 
Scarlet  Tanagers,  and  50  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beaks (BHA).  A fallout  at  Sugar  Mill  Gardens  21 
Oct  brought  down  20  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes, 
20  Black-throated  Blue  Warblers,  and  50  Amer- 
ican Redstarts  (BW),  while  40  Tennessee  War- 
blers were  there  11  Oct  (MBr).  There  were  13 
reports  of  Blue-winged  Warblers  30  Aug-13 


Oct,  all  of  singles  except  duos  at  Sugar  Mill  Gar- 
dens 27  Sep  (MBr)  and  Kendall  Indian  Ham- 
mocks 13  Oct  QBo).  Always  a scarce  migrant, 
single  Golden-winged  Warblers  were  detected 
at  four  sites  28  Aug-12  Oct.  Three  Vermivora 
hybrids  were  reported:  Brewster’s  Warblers  at 
Cedar  Key  4 Sep  (DHe)  and  Port  Orange  5 Sep 
(MBr)  and  a Lawrence’s  Warbler  at  Buschman 
Park  11  Oct  (BW).  A surprising  11  Nashville 
Warblers  were  found,  all  singles  1 1 Sep-26  Oct. 
Green  Key  posted  seasonal  totals  of  711  Yellow 
Warblers  and  448  Prairie  Warblers  (KT).  More 
than  350  Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  inundat- 
ed Cape  Elorida  S.P  29  Oct,  with  101  of  these 
being  banded  (MD,  RD  et  al).  Six  Black-throat- 
ed Green  Warblers  at  St.  Petersburg  21  Oct 
(EH)  represented  a high  count  of  this  regular 
but  rare  migrant.  Casual  was  the  Townsend’s 
Warbler  at  Kendall  Indian  Hammocks,  Miami- 
Dade  12-27  Oct  (BRa,  BRo  et  al.,  ph.  JBo). 

There  were  16  reports  of  Cerulean  War- 
blers 9 Aug-15  Sep,  all  of  singles  except  for  2 
at  Turkey  Creek  Sanctuary,  Brevard  1 Sep 
(KL).  Swainson’s  Warblers  are  rarely  detected 
during  fall,  so  singles  were  notable  at  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  17  Aug  (HR),  Bayard  C.A., 
Clay  22  Sep  (LeM),  and  Wekiwa  Springs  S.P. 
23  Sep  (ABo).  Mulrooney  found  2 very  rare 
Oporomis  in  the  Keys  this  season:  a Mourning 
Warbler  at  Indigenous  Park,  Key  West  9 Sep, 
and  a MacGillivray’s  Warbler  at  Islamorada, 
Monroe  25  Oct.  Of  10  Wilson’s  Warblers,  sin- 
gles at  Innovation  Park,  Leon  6 Nov  (RL), 
Kendall,  Miami-Dade  11  Nov  (BB),  and  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  25  Nov  (HR)  were  late  or 
wintering.  There  were  10  Canada  Warblers 
reported  2 Sep-2  Nov,  all  singles.  Pour  Yel- 
low-breasted Chats  at  Prog  Pond  W.M.A.,  Mi- 
ami-Dade 18  Nov  (MBe  et  al.)  probably  were 
wintering.  Female  Western  Tanagers  en- 
livened St.  Petersburg  25  Oct  (EH)  and  Lake 
Lisa  Park,  Port  Richey,  Pasco  27  Oct  (KT,  ph.). 

The  most  interesting  Clay-colored  Sparrow 
report  was  of  a juv.  at  Ft.  George  1.  30  Aug 
(RC).  The  first  of  7 Lark  Sparrows  was  found 
at  Gulf  Breeze  5 Aug  (BD).  Lincoln’s  Sparrows 
brightened  Cape  Florida  S.P  10  Oct  (b.  MD  et 
al.).  Black  Swamp  Nature  Preserve,  Leon  13 
Oct  (GM),  St.  Augustine  16-17  Oct  OKe),  and 
Avalon  S.P,  St.  Lucie  30  Oct  (DS).  A fallout  of 
200  Indigo  Buntings  was  noted  at  Shiloh 
Marsh,  Volusia  27  Oct  (MHs).  Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds  brightened  Pensacola  Beach,  Es- 
cambia 1 Sep  (D&JJ  et  al.)  and  Pensacola  25 
Oct  (RuR).  Ahern  found  Shiny  Cowbirds  at 
Belle  Glade  Marina,  Palm  Beach  2-4  Aug  (2) 
and  along  Cockroach  Bay  Rd.  24  Nov.  Anoth- 
er Shiny  was  with  2 Bronzed  Cowbirds  at 
Flamingo,  Everglades  N.R,  Monroe  24  Nov 
QBo).  Other  Bronzed  Cowbirds  enlivened 
Panacea,  Wakulla  2 Nov  QCo)  and  East  Lake, 
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Hillsborough  6 Nov+  (LS,  DWa),  while  30  were 
at  Eagle  Lakes  Park,  Naples,  Collier  17  Nov 
(AM).  An  Orchard  Oriole  at  Hague,  Alachua 
17  Nov  (MM)  was  late.  There  were  13  House 
Finches  at  Ellenton,  Manatee  21  Nov  (WS), 
with  others  s.  to  Naples  2 Nov  (RM)  and  Ever- 
glades N.P.,  Miami-Dade  3 Nov  (JBo  et  al). 

UNESTABLISHED  EXOTICS 

A White-faced  Whistling-Duck  at  Parrish, 
Manatee  1 Nov  (WS)  provided  the  latest  re- 
port, of  which  there  have  been  several  in  re- 
cent years.  Egyptian  Geese  are  also  on  the  in- 
crease; this  season,  there  were  duos  at  Sebast- 
ian, Brevard  11  Sep  (NS)  and  Disney  property. 
Orange  27  Nov  (fide  CN).  Seven  Chinese 
Geese  at  Altamonte  Springs,  Seminole  15  Sep+ 
included  2 juvs.  (PHu).  Resident  for  the  past 
10-1-  years,  a “Scarlet-type”  Ibis  graced  Lakes 
Park,  Ft.  Myers,  Lee  3 Sep  (KC,  pb.).  Ruskin 
was  enlivened  by  a Budgerigar  8 Aug  and  a 
Cockatiel  15  Aug-5  Sep  (BA).  Furnishing  a 
first  for  Florida,  the  immaculate-plumaged 
male  Yellow  Grosbeak  at  Big  Cypress  Nation- 
al Preserve,  Collier  4-6  Sep  showed  no  signs 
of  recent  captivity  (FD,  ph.).  A Zebra  Fincb  at 
Bald  Point  S.E  6 Oct  was  thought  to  be  an  es- 
caped falconer’s  “lure”  QM)-  An  alternate- 
plumaged  male  Pin-tailed  Whydah  survived 


Margaret  J.  C.  Bain 


Across  most  of  the  province  the  weath- 
er was  unremarkable,  with  few  tem- 
perature extremes  or  severe  weather 
events.  In  northern  areas,  few  southbound 
migrants  lingered  long,  a contrast  to  the  very 
mild  fall  of  2006.  In  the  extreme  southwest. 


at  Pace,  Santa  Rosa  for  ca.  one  week  in  early 
Oct  (fide  LD).  Orange  Bishops  were  pho- 
tographed at  Ft.  Myers  13  Aug  QS)  and  Hon- 
eymoon Island  S.P.,  Pinellas  28  Oct  (EK)  and 
19  Nov  (AJ). 

Cited  observers  (regional  editors  of  the  Flori- 
da Ornithological  Society  Field  Observations 
Committee  in  boldface):  Brian  Ahern,  Ken  Al- 
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however, it  was  exceptionally  warm,  with 
trees  in  Point  Pelee  National  Park  still  green 
in  early  November.  Precipitation  was  average 
for  the  season  in  the  north,  but  the  south  of 
the  province  experienced  very  dry  conditions 
for  the  first  three  months,  a continuation  of 
the  dry  summer  there.  Water  levels  in  Lake 
Ontario  were  the  lowest  in  several  decades, 
and  many  wetlands  became  acres  of  dry, 
cracked  mud.  The  first  winter  storms  arrived 
in  late  November. 

The  defining  event  of  the  season  was  the  al- 
most complete  failure  of  tree  seed  crops  in  the 
northern  forests,  the  largest  such  failure  in  the 
past  decade.  The  results  included  eerily  quiet 
forests  from  Rainy  River  to  Algonquin  Park 
and  a welcome  irruption  of  “winter”  finches 
into  the  south  of  the  province.  Many  finches, 
especially  Pine  Siskins  and  Purple  Finches, 
swept  southward  early  in  the  fall  and  just  kept 
on  going.  Pine  Grosbeaks  and  redpolls  ap- 
peared later  but  hung  around  into  winter. 

In  early  fall,  there  was  also  a crash  of  Deer 
Mouse  and  vole  populations  in  the  boreal  for- 
est and  the  Hudson  Bay  Lowlands,  resulting 
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in  a large  southbound  flight  of  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owls  and  Northern  Shrikes.  However, 
there  was  little  indication  of  any  impending 
major  movement  of  northern  owls. 

Avian  botulism  again  took  a heavy  toll 
along  the  lower  Great  Lakes,  with  estimated 
bird  deaths  in  the  tens  of  thousands,  includ- 
ing loons,  cormorants,  diving  ducks,  and 
gulls,  especially  Great  Black-backeds.  The 
role  of  introduced  Zebra  Mussels  in  concen- 
trating botulism  toxin  in  the  food  chain  is 
causing  much  concern  for  its  long-term  effect 
on  vulnerable  bird  populations. 

It  was  not  a season  of  outstanding  rarities, 
but  around  the  province  birders  enjoyed  two 
White-faced  Ibis,  a Slaty-backed  Gull,  a 
White-winged  Dove,  two  Rufous  Humming- 
birds, two  Northern  Wheatears,  and  Thunder 
Bay’s  obligatory  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher. 

Abbreviations:  H.B.M.O.  (Holiday  Beach  Mi- 
gration Observatory,  Essex);  H.C.H.  (Hawk 
Cliff  Hawkwatch,  Port  Stanley,  Elgin);  K.EN. 
(Kingston  Field  Naturalists);  L.P.B.O.  (Long 
Point  B.O.,  Norfolk);  L.S.S.  (Leslie  Street  Spit, 
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This  adult  Ross's  Goose  (left)  was  photographed  22  October  2007  as  it  fed  in  stub- 
ble fields  beside  an  adult  Snow  Goose  near  a pond  in  Markham,  York  County,  On- 
tario. Its  long  stay  14  October-21  November  ended  when  the  pond  finally  froze 
over.  Photograph  by  Rkk  Lmzon. 


Especially  distinctive  was  the  ruby-red  eye  of  this  adult 
White-faced  Ibis  at  Dundas  Hydro  Pond,  Hamilton,  Ontario 
19-21  (here  21)  October  2007.  Photograph  by  Bob  Hawkins. 

Toronto);  E E.  Pt.  (Prince  Edward  Pt.,  Prince 
Edward):  V.W.B.  (Van  Wagners  Beach,  Hamil- 
ton). Place  names  in  italics  refer  to  counties, 
districts,  and  regional  municipalities. 

WATERFOWL 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  widely  re- 
ported: Ottawa  recorded  an  ad.  in  Andrew 
Haydon  Park  13-14  Sep  (m.ob.)  and  one  in 
the  Moodie  Dr,  quarry  pond  30  Sep-2  Oct 
(TAH)  and  again  18  Nov  (CL,  m.ob.);  one 
was  at  Kelso  Beach  Park,  Owen  Sound,  Grey 
20  Oct  (MN),  and  2 were  off  Willow  Beach,  L. 
Simcoe,  York  20-24  Oct  (RJF,  MvdT).  In 
Nipissing,  the  North  Bay  birding  area’s  first- 
ever  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  was  one  at 
Callander  21  Oct  (LB,  MY,  ph.)  and  10  Nov 
(MJP,  m.ob.);  Hamilton  had  an  ad.  at  Peters 
Corners  22-24  Oct  (BRH,  m.ob.)  and  one  ad. 
and  2 juvs.  w.  of  there  9-10  Nov  (MPA, 
m.ob.);  Port  Stanley  S.L.,  Elgin  had  one  25-26 


Oct  (MC,  SG);  and  Pittock  L, 
Oxford  held  an  ad.  28  Oct. 
(JH).  Ross’s  Geese,  until  re- 
cently considered  rare  in  s. 
Ontario,  appeared  in  several 
locations,  usually  accompany- 
ing Snow  Geese:  the  first  was 
an  ad.  in  Ottawa  at  the  Mood- 
ie Dr.  quarry  pond  1 (HI,  BC) 
& 4-5  Oct  (BDL,  m.ob.);  a 
long-staying  ad.  frequented 
the  Reesor  Rd.  pond,  York  14 
Oct-21  Nov  (HK,  JMG, 
m.ob.);  and  Oxford’s  first  ever 
was  an  ad.  at  Pittock  L.  31 
Oct-1  Nov  QTT)  and  nearby 
Wildwood  L.  4 Nov  (KC,  DF); 
Hamilton  had  2 ads.  at  Peters 
Corners  5 Nov  (RZD),  one  there  6-10  Nov 
(m.ob.),  and  one  at  nearby  Waterdown  7 Nov 
(TT);  Noifolk  had  one  at  Lee  Brown’s  ponds. 
Long  Pt.  22  Nov  (MDB);  and  Northumber- 
land’s 2nd  ever,  an  imm.,  was  in  Cobourg  har- 
bor 22  Nov  (MJCB);  5 birds  were  off  Port 
Alma,  Chatham-Kent  23  Nov  (AW).  Cackling 
Geese  were  reported  in  ones  and  twos  across 
the  province,  usually  among  Canada  Geese, 
with  2 record-early  imms.  shot  by  a hunter  8 
Sep  at  Hillman  Marsh,  Essex  (JM). 

A male  Eurasian  Wigeon  frequented 
Cataraqui  Bay,  Kingston  29  Oct-21  Nov 
(BER,  m.ob.),  sometimes  seen  with  a male 
Eurasian  Wigeon  x American  Wigeon  hybrid. 
A male  Northern  Shoveler  on  L.  Travers  8 Oct 
(JHS)  furnished  the  first  fall  record  for  Algo- 
nquin P.E  An  imm.  male  King 
Eider  was  off  V.W.B.  4 Nov+ 

(RJP,  m.ob.),  and  a female  was 
off  Stoney  Creek,  Hamilton  26 
Nov-f-  (RZD).  In  Nov,  several 
Harlequin  Ducks  were  reported 
along  the  L.  Ontario  shoreline 
from  Cobourg,  w.  through 
Toronto,  to  Bronte,  Halton 
(m.ob.).  Stoney  Creek  lakeshore 
provided  record-high  local 
counts  of  550  Surf  Scoters  31 
Oct  (KAM)  and  265  Black  Scot- 
ers 12  Nov  (BKW).  An  imm. 
White-winged  Scoter  at  Atiko- 
kan  1 1 Oct  (DHE)  was  a rare  fall 
record  for  Rainy  River.  The  Niag- 
ara R.  at  Ft.  Erie  held  thousands 
of  Buffleheads  6 Nov  (BW,JMP). 

A male  Common  Goldeneye  x 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye  hybrid  was  off  Stoney 
Creek  31  Oct-20  Nov  (KAM,  m.ob.),  with  an 
ad.  male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  nearby  5-30  Nov 
(BRH,  m.ob.)  and  2 male  Barrow’s  5 Nov 
(RZD,  CEE);  a male  Common  Goldeneye  x 
Hooded  Merganser  hybrid  was  off  Stoney 


Creek  5-11  Nov  (BRH,  m.ob.).  In  Ottawa,  a 
male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  frequented  the 
Remic  Rapids  on  the  Ottawa  R.  31  Oct-t- 
(m.ob.),  and  another  was  downtovra  on  the 
Rideau  R.  4-19  Nov  (m.ob.). 

LOONS  THROUGH  IBISES 

Red-throated  Loons  were  seen  in  unusually 
high  numbers  at  several  vantage  points  along 
L.  Ontario  in  Nov,  with  a high  count  of  lOO-i- 
off  VW.B.  13  Nov  (MJCB,  RL).  An  early  Pa- 
cific Loon  was  off  Thunder  Cape,  Thunder 
Bay  5 Aug  OMW);  singles  were  off  Oshawa 
Second  Marsh,  Durham  2-4  Nov  (DW,  m.ob.), 
E E.  Pt.  4 Nov  (K.EN.),  the  beach  at  Grand 
Bend,  Lambton  4 Nov  (MPA,  BAM,  m.ob.),  the 
Oakville  lakefront,  Halton  18-19  Nov  (WR, 
m.ob.),  Stoney  Creek  lakeshore  20  Nov  (RZD, 
CEE),  and  Fifty  Pt.,  Hamilton/Niagara  26  Nov 
(GH).  Common  Loons,  already  suffering  a 
population  decline,  were  severely  affected  by 
the  outbreak  of  avian  botulism,  with  many 
beaches  littered  with  their  carcasses.  A Yel- 
low-billed Loon  was  reported  off  Rossport, 
Thunder  Bay  9 Nov  (Dave  Iddison). 

A group  of  6 Eared  Grebes,  including  at 
least  4 ads.,  at  the  Alfred  S.L.,  Prescott-Russell 
27  Sep-31  Oct  QB,  ph.,  m.ob.)  was  very  un- 
usual for  the  Ottawa  area.  Single  Eared 
Grebes  were  in  Hamilton  harbor  20  Sep 
(KAM),  at  P.  E.  Pt.  28  -3  Nov  (VPM  et  al), 
at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.  1 & 5 Nov  (MKS),  and 
off  the  Oakville  lakefront  4 Nov  (LF).  A 
Western  Grebe  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.  1-9  Nov 
(MKS,  m.ob.)  made  a first  record  for  L.RB.O. 


Northern  Gannets  created  a lot  of  excite- 
ment on  L.  Ontario  with  several  birds,  all 
juvs.,  plunge-diving  among  gulls  and  mer- 
gansers in  offshore  feeding  frenzies.  At  the  w. 
end  of  the  lake,  up  to  3 were  seen  daily  be- 
tween Fifty  Pt.  and  Rattray  Marsh,  Peel  10-27 


Up  to  three  jurenile  northern  Gannets  joining  feeding  frenzies  of  gulls  on  Lake 
Ontario  made  spectacular  plunge-dives  close  to  the  east  pier  at  Cobourg  har- 
bor, Northumberland  County,  Ontario  16-22  (here  16)  November  2007.  Photo- 
graph byJodyMeianson. 


62 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ONTARIO 


Nov  (RZD,  m.ob.).  Cobourg  harbor  hosted 
up  to  3 birds  16-22  Nov,  often  diving  very 
close  to  the  harbor  walls  QLM,  m.ob.),  and 
up  to  4 were  off  Oshawa  harbor  22-25  Nov 
(HH,  m.ob.),  with  one  off  Cranberry  Marsh, 
Whitby,  Durham  28  Nov  (GC).  It  is  hard  to 
decide  how  many  individual  birds  there 
were,  as  the  distances  between  the  observa- 
tion sites  were  not  great  in  gannet  terms,  but 
so  many  were  seen  so  often  that  it  seems 
likely  there  were  at  least  6 birds  involved. 
Ottawa  also  had  a Northern  Gannet  15  Nov, 
flying  over  the  Ottawa  R.  to  the  Moodie  Dr. 
quarry  pond  where  it  slept  the  rest  of  the  day 
among  Canada  Geese  (BC,  JSl,  m.ob.). 

An  American  White  Pelican  flew  over 
hawkwatchers  at  Cranberry  Marsh  29  Sep,  re- 
mained in  the  area  overnight,  but  later  the 
next  day  flew  w.  over  the  Rouge  R.,  Durham 
(AD).  Almost  certainly  the  same  bird  then 
continued  w.  to  Dundas  Marsh,  Hamilton 
where  it  stayed  30  Sep-21  Oct  (KAM,  JG, 
m.ob.).  Double-crested  Cormorant  popula- 
tions continue  to  expand,  with  6000+  ob- 
served on  islands  in  cen.  L.  Nipissing  1 Sep 
(DT,  FP).  An  ad.  Great  Cormorant  was  pho- 
tographed on  Wolfe  I.,  Frontenac  2 Oct  (VC). 

On  8 Sep,  the  high  count  of  Great  Egrets  at 
the  roost  at  Muddy  Creek,  Essex  was  78 
(AW),  with  63  birds  still  present  on  the  late 
date  of  8 Oct  (AW)  and  one  remaining  until 
26  Nov+  (ACP  et  al).  Single  Cattle  Egrets 
were  on  a farm  near  Navan,  Ottawa  21  Oct 
(RBe),  among  Belgian  horses  n.  of  Wallace- 
burg,  Chatham-Kent  31  Oct  (G&LC),  and  at 
Hillman  Marsh  4 Nov  (GTH);  there  were  2 
ads  w.  of  Peters  Corners  27  Oct-10 
Nov  (RZD,  m.ob.).  A juv.  Black- 
crowned  Night-Heron  near  the  Thun- 
der Bay  Regional  Hospital  15-27  Aug 
(NGE)  was  in  the  same  area  as  2 
summer  ads.,  for  only  the  5th  record 
of  the  species  for  Thunder  Bay  and 
the  first  confirmed  breeding  record. 

An  ad.  White-faced  Ibis  was  well 
photographed  at  Dundas  Marsh  19- 
21  Oct  (DKD,  m.ob.),  and  another 
frequented  Hillman  Marsh  20-28  Oct 
(DJW,  DDr,  m.ob.),  for  the  5th  and 
6th  records  for  Ontario. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

The  main  hawk  flight  provided  encouraging 
numbers  for  several  species,  including  both 
eagles.  The  Hawk  Cliff  Hawkwatch  at  Port 
Stanley  was  especially  successful,  with  record- 
high  counts  for  no  fewer  than  nine  species  for 
the  season.  Turkey  Vulture  numbers  contin- 
ued strong,  with  season  totals  of  21,315  at 
H.C.H.  and  31,339  at  H.B.M.O.  The  186  Os- 


preys at  H.B.M.O.  provided  a record  fall  count. 
A Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  photographed  at 
Harrow,  Essex  11  Sep  (CR)  but  never  seen 
again.  The  Bald  Eagle  population  appears  to 
be  thriving,  with  record  season  counts  at  both 
H.C.H.  (406)  and  H.B.M.O.  (175).  The 
Atikokan  town  dump  hosted  the  usual  build- 
up of  Bald  Eagles,  with  at  least  53  birds  enjoy- 
ing the  food  source  mid-Sep  to  the  end  of  the 
period  (DHE).  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  numbers 
were  reassuring,  with  the  16,643  at  H.C.H. 
one  of  its  record  counts.  A dark-morph  Swain- 
son’s  Hawk  was  banded  by  L.P.B.O.  near  Port 
Rowan,  Norfolk  15  Sep  (MW);  a light-morph 
bird  at  Clappison’s  Corners  4 Nov  (BNC)  was 
record  late  for  the  Hamilton  Birding  Area.  An 
early  Rough-legged  Hawk  was  at  the  Tip  of 
Long  Pt.  19  Sep  (PIN).  Golden  Eagles  were 
the  stars  of  the  season,  often  giving  spectacu- 
larly close  views  to  marveling  hawkwatchers; 
H.C.H.  had  a record-high  season  count  of  151. 
Totals  of  Merlins  (265)  and  Peregrine  Palcons 
(148)  were  also  records  for  H.C.H.  A Gyrfal- 
con  raided  a pigeon  coop  at  Hazelwood  L., 
Thunder  Bay  2 Nov  (BH),  and  3 males  fre- 
quented the  Thunder  Bay  city  waterfront  in 
early  Nov  (m.ob.);  a gray  Gyrfalcon  passed  by 
H.C.H.  4 Nov  (CC,  AHR). 

The  Pelee  Marsh  Boardwalk  produced  a 
high  count  of  19  Soras  4 Oct  (AW  et  al.). 
There  was  an  excellent  build-up  of  American 
Coots  in  Sawmill  Bay  marsh,  Atikokan,  with 
52  on  16  Oct  (DHE).  The  440  American 
Golden-Plovers  at  Stewart,  Chatham-Kent  20 
Oct  (AW)  provided  a very  high  count  for  fall, 
especially  for  the  late  date.  A banded  ad.  fe- 


male Piping  Plover  photographed  at  Wasaga 
Beach,  Simcoe  9 Aug  (DJM)  had  bred  for  the 
past  two  years  on  N.  Manitou  I.,  Ml;  it  was 
originally  incubated  by  the  University  of 
Michigan  Biological  Station  from  a cracked 
egg  rescued  from  a Great  Horned  Owl  at- 
tempting to  capture  the  parent  but  becoming 
trapped  in  a cage  over  the  nesting  area!  A Wil- 


This  third-cycle  Slaty-backed  Gull  was  a star  attraction  at  the  Ottawa 
Valley  Waste  Recovery  Centre,  Renfrew  20  (here  24)  through  27  Nov- 
ember 2007.  Photograph  by  Winnie  Poon. 


A hawkwatcher  driving  home  from  a day  at  Holiday  Beach, 
Ontario  1 1 September  2007  briefly  held  up  traffic  as  he 
grabbed  quick  shots  of  this  very  unexpected  Swallow-tailed 
Kite  sailing  over  his  car.  The  bird  was  never  seen  again! 
Photograph  by  Claude  Radley. 

let  was  on  the  Thunder  Bay  city  waterfront  6 
Aug  (BM),  one  was  at  Dundas  Marsh  14  Aug 
(JEH,  RSt),  one  loitered  at  Cranberry  Marsh 
18-29  Aug  (m.ob.),  another  was  on  Amherst 
1.  29  Sep  OHE,  RDW),  and  the  L.S.S.  had  2 
Willets  Oct  13  (EOC).  An  Upland  Sandpiper 
was  unusual  for  Thunder  Bay  26  Aug  (NGE). 
Single  Marbled  Godwits  were  at  Presqu’ile  P.P 

29  Jul-3  Aug  (EMH,  MR,  m.ob.)  and  24  Aug 
(FMH),  at  Blenheim  S.L.,  Chatham-Kent  1 Sep 
(BAM),  and  calling  in  flight  over  L.S.S.  8 Sep 
(ALA).  A Ruddy  Turnstone  on  Sebastopol  and 
Gull  Is.  through  30  Nov+  was  record  late  for 
Presqu’ile  PP.  (m.ob.).  A juv.  Western  Sand- 
piper was  at  Rouge  Beach  Park,  Toronto  12-14 
Sep  Ok  ph  )-  A late  Least  Sandpiper  was  in 
Cobourg  harbor  21  Nov  (RE)  and  another  at 
Sturgeon  Creek  23-27  Nov  (AW).  Nine  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  n.  of  Caledonia, 
Haldimand  8 Sep  (DRD,  m.ob.)  provided  a 
record-high  count  for  the  Hamilton  area. 
Wildwood  L.  held  a juv.  Ruff  15-22  Sep  QH, 
RCS,  m.ob.).  A juv.  Long-billed  Dowitcher  at 
Smithville  S.L.,  Niagara  28  Aug  (RZD,  CEE) 
was  very  early  for  this  age  class. 

GULLS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Single  first-cycle  Eranklin’s  Gulls  were  at  Port 
Burwell,  Elgin  23  Sep  (TS),  at  Dundas  Marsh 

30  Sep-4  Oct  OEH,  kSt,  m.ob.),  with  2 there 
6-8  Oct  (m.ob.),  at  Wheatley  Harbour  10  Oct 
(KAM),  off  Hillman  Marsh  5 Nov  (KAM),  and 
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This  adult  Long-tailed  Jaeger  hunting  over  Brittania  Bay  on  the  Ottawa  River,  On- 
tario 1 1 (here)  and  12  August  2007  delighted  many  birders  as  the  first  seen  in  Ot- 
tawa in  over  20  years.  Photograph  by  Wayne  Wood. 


at  Erieau  harbor,  Chatham-Kent  6-25  Nov 
0TB).  Little  Gulls  were  hard  to  hnd  except 
near  L.  Erie,  where  L.RB.O.  reported  many 
observations  through  the  period  and  a high 
count  of  29  on  Long  Pt.  Inner  Bay  8 Nov 
(SAM,  FIN).  An  ad.  Black-headed  Gull  was 
among  the  many  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  on  the  Ni- 
agara R.  at  Ft.  Erie  23  Nov-r  0MP>  m.ob.).  Ot- 
tawa had  an  unexpected  ad.  California  Gull  6- 
8 (TFMB)  & 15  Nov  (BDL,  m.ob.).  There 
were  5 ad.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  above 
the  Falls  on  the  Niagara  R.  26  Nov.  (WDA, 
BP).  The  Ottawa  Valley  Waste  Recovery  Cen- 
tre near  Pembroke,  Renfrew  hosted  a well- 
photographed  third-cycle  Slaty-backed  Gull 
20-27  Nov  (CM,  m.ob.).  A collapse  of  the 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  population  was  very 
noticeable  on  L.  Ontario;  Northumberland  sta- 
tistics show  average  bird  days  per  fall  for  the 
species  were  1500  from  1993-2003  but  de- 
clined rapidly  to  only  48  in  2007  (CEG),  co- 
inciding with  the  increase  in  botulism  out- 
breaks. A total  of  23  Sabine’s  Gulls,  all  juvs., 
was  tallied  off  V.W.B.  4 Sep-25  Oct  (RZD, 
m.ob.),  with  a high  count  of  8 on  17  Sep 
(BSC);  Ottawa  had  a juv.  Sabine’s  Gull  at  the 
Deschenes  Rapids  12-13  Sep  (TFMB);  Kettle 
Pt.,  Lambton  had  2 juvs.  14  Sep  (AHR);  there 
were  9 singles  seen  at  the  Tip  of  Pt.  Pelee  14 
Sep-26  Oct  (AW,  m.ob.);  and  a juv.  at  Erie 
Beach  15  Nov  (SRC)  furnished  the  first-ever 
Rondeau  birding  area  record.  In  Northumber- 
land, Sabine’s  Gulls  affected  by  botulism  in- 
cluded a freshly  dead  juv.  at  Owen  Pt., 
Presqu’ile  PE  2 Oct  (RDM)  and  another  juv. 
there  16-21  Nov  (MR,  m.ob.)  found  dead  23 
Nov  (DPS).  The  hrst  Black-legged  Kittiwakes 
reported  for  the  season  were  5 juvs.  at  the 
Moose  R.  mouth,  Cochrane  25  Aug  (KGB, 
MVB  et  al);  in  the  s.,  VWB.  had  18  singles, 
all  juvs.,  9 Sep-23  Nov  (RZD,  m.ob.);  Kettle 
Pt.'s  total  was  4 juvs.  14-25  Sep  (AHR);  one 
juv.  lingered  at  the  mouth  of  the  Saugeen  R., 
Bruce  18-22  Nov  (MP);  and  there  were  singles 
at  Cobourg  harbor  19  Oct  (KN,  m.ob),  on  the 


Niagara  R.  at  Ft.  Erie  6 Nov 
(BW,  JMP),  flying  w.  past 
the  Tip  at  Pt.  Pelee  8 Nov 
(AW  KAM),  and  flying  w. 
past  Turkey  Pt.  16  Nov 
(KGB,  MVB,JGB). 

An  ad.  Caspian  Tern  on 
the  Ottawa  R.  11-12  Aug 
(m.ob.)  was  unusual  for  Ot- 
tawa. Two  juv.  Black  Terns 
on  L.  Travers  25  Aug  OHS) 
were  very  rare  for  Algo- 
ncjuin  PR  On  15  Sep,  150+ 
Common  Terns  descended 
from  high  altitude  to  join  a 
feeding  flock  of  loons  and 
gulls  on  Callander  Bay,  L.  Nipissing  (SOD, 
MJP  BT).  A juv.  Forster’s  Tern  at  Radiant  L.  22 
Aug  (MWPR,  DR)  was  the  hrst  record  for  Al- 
gonquin PR  Pomarine  Jaegers  seen  off  VWB. 
included  2 juvs.  16  Oct  (DRD  et  al.)  and  sin- 
gle juvs.  24  Oct  (BRH)  and  10  Nov  (RZD).  A 
total  of  47  Parasitic  Jaegers  was  reported  off 
V.W.B.  31  Aug-25  Oct  (m.ob.).  An  ad.  Long- 
tailed Jaeger  was  on  the  Ottawa  R.  at  Brittania 
Bay  11-12  Aug  (DC,  WW,  m.ob.),  the  hrst  for 
Ottawa  in  20  years,  and  a juv.  was  on  Frazer 
L.  n.  of  Nipigon  1 Sep  (RSw),  the  hrst  ever  for 
Thunder  Bay.  At  V.W.B.,  there  were  2 ad. 
Long-tailed  Jaegers  31  Aug  (DRD,  RZD 
et  al.),  one  juv  and  one  subad.  1 Sep 
(KAM,  RZD  et  al),  and  single  juvs.  5 
(RZD  et  al),  8 (BSC,  LLC),  & 9 Sep 
(KAM,  RZD  et  al).  A juv.  hew  past  the 
Tip  at  Pt.  Pelee  7 Oct  (AW).  A further 
26  jaegers  seen  off  VWB.  19  Aug-4 
Nov  were  not  identihed  as  to  species 
(m.ob.). 

DOVES  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

The  male  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
found  at  Vinemount,  Hamilton  in  Jul 
remained  through  1 Sep  (m.ob.);  Thun- 
der Bay  and  n.  Ontario’s  hrst  Eurasian 
Collared-Dove  fed  on  sunflower  seeds 
at  a Pass  L.  feeder  3-9  Nov  Q&TH, 
ph.).  A White-winged  Dove  visited  a 
feeder  at  Manitouwadge,  Thunder  Bay 
15-28  Nov  (TH,  ph.),  but  developed 
growths  on  its  bill,  likely  due  to  avian 
trichomoniasis,  becoming  very  weak 
and  unable  to  feed  before  disappearing. 

A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  n.  to 
Hilliardton  Marsh,  Timiskaming  5 Oct  (BDM). 

A female  Barn  Owl  roosted  with  a Long- 
eared Owl  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.  28  Oct 
(L.RB.O.).  There  was  a very  large  flight  of 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls,  likely  related  to  a 
crash  in  Red-backed  Vole  populations  that 
followed  an  excellent  breeding  season  for  the 
owls  in  cen.  and  n.  Ontario.  Prince  Edward 


Point  B.O.  banded  1519  saw-whets,  almost 
twice  its  previous  best  of  849  in  2004  (DO), 
and  at  Hilliardton  Marsh,  1018  were  banded, 
more  than  twice  the  previous  record  of  488 
(BDM).  An  ad.  male  Rufous  Hummingbird 
visited  a feeder  at  White  L.,  Thunder  Bay  30 
Aug,  for  one  day  only  (C&BJ,  ph.),  and  an  ad. 
female  Rufous  Hummingbird  was  banded 
during  its  stay  at  Kingsville,  Essex  18  Nov-1 
Dec  (CH,  m.ob.). 

Well  n.  of  their  main  range,  at  least  4 Red- 
bellied  Woodpeckers  visited  widely  separated 
feeders  in  Thunder  Bay  from  mid-Oct+ 
(m.ob.),  and  North  Bay  had  3 at  different 
feeders  in  late  Oct  (m.ob.);  a female  Red-bel- 
lied Woodpecker  at  Visitor  Centre  feeders  15- 
20  Oct  (EH)  was  only  the  2nd  for  Algonquin 
RE  A female  American  Three-toed  Wood- 
pecker at  the  Spruce  Boardwalk,  Algonquin 
PR  25  Nov  (CD,  JMD)  was  a possible  harbin- 
ger of  an  echo  flight  following  last  winter’s 
major  irruption. 

A juv.  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  was  excep- 
tionally late  at  Ft.  Erie  6 Nov  (BW,  JMP).  A 
Western  Kingbird  made  a brief  appearance  at 
Rondeau  PR  30  Aug  (AJ,&SC),  one  was  at 
Port  Weller  10  Sep  (BRA  et  al),  and  a proba- 
ble Western  Kingbird  (a  large,  yellow-bellied 
Tyrannus  species)  flew  over  Old  Cut,  Long  Pt. 


15  Sep  (SAM).  The  355  Eastern  Kingbirds  mi- 
grating past  Bronte  25  Aug  (RZD,  CEE)  pro- 
vided a record-high  count  for  the  Hamilton 
Birding  Area.  Thunder  Bay’s  almost  annual 
Sdssor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  an  imm.  on 
Mission  1.  1 Nov  (GG),  and  Thunder  Bay's  first 
Bell’s  Vireo  was  banded  at  Thunder  Cape  21 
Sep  QMW),  also  a first  for  Northern  Ontario. 


Far  north  of  its  normal  range,  this  White-winged  Dove  was  a welcome 
visitor  to  a Manitouwadge  feeder  in  Thunder  Bay,  Ontario  15  (here) 
through  28  November  2007.  Photograph  by  Tammie  Hache. 


64 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ONTARIO 


A juv.  Purple  Martin  near  Merganser  L,  14 
Aug  QP)  was  very  rare  for  Algonquin  P.P. 
Numbers  of  southbound  Purple  Martins  were 
very  encouraging,  with  counts  of  1215  forg- 
ing through  strong  winds  off  L.S.S.  21  Aug 
(DDe)  and  530  roosting  at  Bronte  27  Aug 
(MWJ).  Record  late  for  the  province  was  an 
ad.  male  at  Pt.  Pelee  11-12  Nov  (AW).  Two 
very  late  Northern  Rough- winged  Swallows 
were  at  the  Little  River  W.T.P.  in  Windsor,  Es- 
sex 29  Nov  (GCP).  A late  Cliff  Swallow  was  at 
the  Tip  of  Pt.  Pelee  6-7  Nov  (MBR,  AW, 
KAM),  and  one  at  Erieau  15  Nov  furnished  a 
late  record  for  the  Rondeau  birding  area  (IW). 
There  was  a light  Cave  Swallow  flight,  with  2 
at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.  20  Oct  (SAM),  one  there 
1 Nov  (MKS),  and  7 more  5 Nov  (L.P.B.O.);  2 
were  at  the  Tip  of  Pt.  Pelee  6-7  Nov  (AW,  MBR 
et  al.);  one  was  on  Pelee  I.  7 Nov  (ACP);  2 
were  at  Port  Rowan,  Norfolk  6 Nov  QPA);  and 
one  was  at  Erieau  7 Nov  (BAM,  ph.).  A lin- 
gering Barn  Swallow  at  Erieau  was  last  seen 
22  Nov  0TB). 

WRENS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A Carolina  Wren  was  n.  to  North  Bay  15  Sep+ 
(LC,  BT),  at  the  same  location  where  one  lin- 
gered in  fall  2006.  A sudden  cold  front  at  Ket- 
tle Pt.  12  Oct  grounded  a huge  number  of 
passerines,  including  over  200  Winter  Wrens 
and  4000  Colden-crowned  and  4000  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglets  (AHR),  most  gone  by  the 
next  day.  An  imm.  Northern  Wheatear  was 
flycatching  from  hay  bales  on  Wolfe  1.  13-15 
Sep  QSm,  m.ob.),  and  another  at  the  boat 
dock  at  Shrewsbury,  Chatham-Kent  14-15  Oct 
(JTB,  m.ob.)  gave  stellar  views  to  many  lucky 
birders  attending  the  Ontario  Eield  Ornithol- 
ogists’ Annual  Convention  at  Pelee.  A 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  found  in  the  Ca- 
naraska  Forest,  Durham  14  Oct  (TLH),  a 
hatch-year  male  was  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.  18- 
26  Oct  (SAM,  m.ob.),  and  one  visited  feeders 
at  Dryden,  Kenora  27  Oct  (PR).  A Gray  Cat- 
bird was  very  late  for  Atikokan  23  Nov  (RBr). 
Lingering  Brown  Thrashers  at  the  n.  of  their 
range  included  one  in  Atikokan  18  Nov 
(GWK)  and  one  in  Thunder  Bay  for  three 
days  at  the  end  of  Nov  (NM).  Bohemian 
Waxwings  surged  southward  from  mid-Oct 
onwards  in  search  of  good  berry  crops  and 
were  seen  in  sizeable  flocks  through  cen.  and 
s.  Ontario  to  the  end  of  the  period;  2 reached 
Niagara  Falls  24  Nov  (BDL). 

The  700  Blackpoll  Warblers  in  Rondeau  P.P. 
8 Sep  constituted  an  amazing  number  for  one 
day  (BAM).  At  Long  Pt.,  at  least  13  Connecti- 
cut Warblers  were  banded  or  seen  3-12  Sep 
(L.RB.O.).  Late  warblers  included  an  Orange- 
crowned  at  Thunder  Bay  Marina  Park  26  Nov 
(AE),  a Yellow  Warbler  along  the  Niagara  R. 


23  Nov  (MLJ,  TAS),  a 
Cerulean  13  Oct,  record-late 
for  Pt.  Pelee  (DJM,  m.ob.), 
and  an  elusive  Yellow-breast- 
ed Chat  among  Euonymus 
bushes  at  Ashbridge’s  Bay 
Park,  Toronto  20  Nov+  (CS, 
m.ob.). 


Its  high  buzz  would  alert  feeder-watchers  at  a cabin  at  White  Lake,  Thunder  Bay, 
Ontario  when  this  beautiful  male  Rufous  Hummingbird  came  in  for  visits  30  Au- 
gust 2007.  Photograph  by  Carl  Johnson. 


TANAGERS THROUGH 
FINCHES 

A bright  female  Western  Tan- 
ager  at  Old  Cut  2-7  Nov  (DS, 

FIN,  m.ob.)  furnished  Long 
Pt.’s  2nd  record.  A hatch-year 
Green-tailed  Towhee  banded 
at  Thunder  Cape  B.O.  24  Aug 
was  frequently  observed  and 
recaptured  three  times 
through  22  Sep  (JMW,  m.ob.). 

A juv.  Henslow’s  Sparrow  was 
observed  at  close  range  at 
Humber  Bay  Park  23  Sep  (ALA).  Algonquin 
P.P.  had  2 Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  at  Radiant  L.  5 
Oct  (KC,  EH,  RGT)  and  singles  at  L.  Travers 
7 & 12  Oct  OTTS);  at  Pt.  Pelee,  singles  were 
seen  11-12  Oct  (AW).  Large  numbers  of  Fox 
Sparrows  passed  through  Atikokan  mid- 
Sep-mid-Oct  (DHE).  A White-crowned  Spar- 
row lingering  at  Cobalt,  Timiskaming  through 
30  Nov-^  (BDM)  survived  temperatures  of 
-24°  C.  A very  early  juv.  Dark-eyed  junco  vis- 
ited a Brighton  backyard  24-25  Aug  (MR);  an 
ad.  Oregon  Junco  was  in  Ottawa  12-28  Nov 


Viewing  this  extremely  late,  rare  fall  migrant  Yellow- 
breasted Chat  required  some  patience,  as  it  lingered  in 
dense  cover  at  Ashbridge's  Bay,  Toronto  from  20  (here  25) 
November  into  December  2007.  Photograph  by  lain  Fleming. 

(BMB).  There  were  1800  Snow  Buntings  at 
Kettle  Pt.  30  Nov  (AHR).  On  15  Oct,  there 
was  a major  movement  of  Lapland  Longspurs 
near  North  Bay,  with  hundreds  passing  over 


open  fields  through  the  day  (MJP,  SOD).  A 
Smith’s  Longspur  was  in  Thunder  Bay  City  13 
Sep  (Allan  G.  Harris). 

Northern  Cardinals  continued  their  push 
into  n.  Ontario,  with  several  reported  at  Thun- 
der Bay  feeders  and  at  least  one  male  making 
the  rounds  of  Atikokan  feeders  late  Oct-r 
(DHE).  A Dickcissel  visited  a Dryden  feeder 
26-27  Oct  (PR).  There  was  a Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  at  Old  Cut  17-29  Sep  (L.RB.O.).  A 
young  male  Baltimore  Oriole  was  pho- 
tographed 27  Aug  at  a hummingbird  feeder  at 
Loutitt  L.,  n.  of  Thunder  Bay  city  Obo,  NGE), 
and  another  lingered  at  a feeder  near  Rondeau 
P.P.  18-24  Nov  0TB). 

Pine  Grosbeaks  irrupted  s.  of  their  breed- 
ing range  from  mid-Oct-i-,  searching  for  their 
preferred  mountain  ash  berries,  though  food 
crops  in  nw.  Ontario  were  adequate  to  keep 
some  in  Rainy  River,  where  they  were  the  only 
finches  in  any  numbers  (DHE);  many  small 
flocks  reached  L.  Ontario  (m.ob.),  but  not  the 
extreme  sw.  of  the  province.  Crossbills  went 
virtually  unreported,  apart  from  7 White- 
winged at  Old  Cut  3 Nov  (L.RB.O.).  There 
was  a vigorous  flight  of  Common  Redpolls 
from  late  Oct-i-,  reaching  the  extreme  sw.  of 
the  province  by  mid-Nov.  The  flight  included 
more  Hoary  Redpolls  than  usual,  sparking 
widespread  interest  in  redpoll  taxonomy  and 
Hoary  Redpoll  identification;  virtually  all  of 
these  Hoary  Redpolls  were  of  the  expected  ex- 
ilipes  subspecies. 

Subregional  editors  (boldface)  and  cited  ob- 
servers; Alfred  L.  Adamo.  Brian  A.  Ahara, 
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Margaret  J.  C.  Bain,  Lucas  Beaver,  Tony  E M. 
Beck,  Ron  Bedford  (RBe),  John  Boulter  Obo), 
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Eastern  Highlands  & Upper  Ohio  River  Valley 


Victor  W.  Fazio,  ifi 
RickWiltraut 


This  season  had  a little  bit  of  everything 
to  which  a student  of  fall  migration 
may  look  forward.  In  concert  with  the 
frequent  and  regular  passage  of  storm  fronts 
throughout  the  season,  the  migration  was 
among  the  more  dynamic  in  recent  years, 
punctuated  by  some  tremendous  fallouts 
matching  some  historical  highs.  For  non- 
passerines, especially  some  of  the  more  infre- 
quent high-latitude  species,  there  were  no- 
table early  arrivals  (Snow  Goose,  Red 
Phalarope,  Black-legged  Kittiwake).  Irruptive 
species  made  themselves  known,  whether  in 
especially  high  numbers  (Northern  Saw-whet 
Owl,  Common  Redpoll)  or  exceptional  so  far 
south  in  the  Region  (Pine  Grosbeak,  Bohemi- 
an Waxwing).  Passerine  migration  was  more- 
or-less  steady,  with  spruce-budworm  special- 
ists early,  a pronounced  sparrow  migration 
coincident  with  a strong  frontal  boundary 
crossing  the  Region  in  mid-October,  and  rela- 
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tively  few  species  lingering  past  their  expect- 
ed departure  times.  We  continue  to  see  south- 
ern vagrants  with  increasing  regularity,  likely 
owing  as  much  to  observer  effort  as  environ- 
mental influences.  Finally,  another  first  state 
(and  Regional)  record  came  in  the  most  im- 
probable form  of  a Great  Knot — just  three 
months  after  West  Virginia  added  Red  Knot  to 
its  avifauna. 

Abbreviations:  B.E.S.P.  (Bald  Eagle  S.P,  Cen- 
tre, PA);  B.C.S.P.  (Buck  Creek  S.P,  Clark, 
OH);  C.F.R.  (Clear  Fork  Res.,  Mor- 
row/Richland, OH);  Conneaut  (Conneaut 
Harbor,  Ashtabula,  OH);  G.L.R.  (Green  Lane 
Res.,  Montgomery,  PA);  H.M.S.  (Hawk  Moun- 
tain Sanctuary,  Berks/Schuylkill,  PA);  Head- 
lands (Headlands  S.P,  Lake,  OH);  Hoover 
(Hoover  Res.,  Franklin/Delaware,  OH);  Hue- 
ston  Woods  (Hueston  Woods  S.P.,  Pre- 
ble/Butler, OH);  J.H.N.W.R.  Qohn  Heinz 

N. W.R.,  Philadelphia,  PA);  L.A.  (L.  Arthur, 
Butler,  PA);  L.N.  (L.  Nockamixon,  Bucks,  PA); 
L.O.  (L.  Ontelaunee,  Berks,  PA);  M.W.W.  (Mi- 
ami-Whitewater  Wetlands,  Hamilton,  OH); 

O. N.W.R.  (Ottawa  N.W.R.,  Ottawa/Lucas, 
OH);  O.S.U.  (Ohio  State  University,  Franklin, 
OH);  PI.S.P  (Presque  Isle  S.P,  Erie,  PA); 
PR.D.  (Pine  Run  Dam,  Bucks,  PA);  P.N.R. 
(Powdermill  Nature  Reserve,  Westmoreland, 
PA);  P.W.T.  (Penn  Warner  Tract,  Bucks,  PA); 
R.C.B.  (Robert  C.  Byrd  Lock  & Dam,  Mason, 
WV);  S.M.H.W.  (Stone  Mt.  Hawkwatch,  Hunt- 
ingdon, PA);  S.R.C.F.  (Susquehanna  R.  at 


This  Snow  Goose  at  Maumee  Bay  State  Park,  Lucas  County, 
Ohio  23  (here)  through  26  August  2007  represents  a record- 

early  arrival  for  Ohio.  Photograph  by  Darlene  Friendman. 


Conejohela  Flats,  Lancaster,  PA). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Seven  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  at  L.O.  12 
Oct  was  an  excellent  count  (RK),  and  one  at 
Harvey’s  L.,  Luzerne,  PA  23  Nov  furnished  a 
2nd  county  record  QH)-  A Snow  Goose  at 
Maumee  Bay  S.P,  Lucas,  OH  23-26  Aug  (ph. 
D.  Friedman,  JHg)  represents  the  earliest  fall 
record  for  the  state.  The  27  Oct-21  Nov  pas- 
sage of  98  Snow  Geese  away  from  L.  Erie  was 
widely  noted  across  nine  Ohio  counties. 
Noteworthy  Cackling  Goose  records  in  Ohio 
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Another  southern  species  of  increasing  frequency  outside  of  range  across 
much  of  eastern  North  America,  this  White  Ibis  made  a brief  stay  in  Holmes 
County,  Ohio  1 and  2 (here)  September  2007.  Photograph  by  Su  Snyder. 


This  Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  enjoyed  by  many  19  (here)  through  27  Au' 
gust  2007  in  Wayne  County,  West  Virginia.  Photograph  by  Matt  Orsie. 

included  2 in  Stark  27  Oct  (K.  Miller),  6 in 
Wayne  25  Nov  (S.  Weaver),  and  4 in  Lake,  OH 
13-14  Nov  QP)-  A Ross’s  Goose  was  found  in 
an  Auglaize,  OH  gravel  pit  12  Nov  (TSh), 
where  3 were  noted  18  Nov  (A.  Sewell  et  al.). 

In  Pennsylvania,  single  Ross’s  were  at  Coates- 
ville  Res.,  Chester  21  Nov  (LL)  and  in  Lan- 
caster 22  Nov  (D.  Stoner).  The  L.  Erie  Brant 
flight  saw  7 at  Conneaut  by  12  Oct  (RL),  with 
a peak  of  29  in  Lake,  OH  7 Nov  QP)-  A bird 
inland  to  Evans  L.,  Mahoning,  OH  28  Nov 
(CH)  was  unusual.  In  the  e.,  174  were  at  L.N. 

25  Oct  (BE,  DE),  155  flew  past  H.M.S.  (DB), 
and  160  were  at  Beltzville  L.,  Carbon,  PA  the 
same  day  (DW).  A modest  flight  of  Tundra 
Swans  through  Ohio  23-24  Nov  brought  450 
to  O.N.W.R.  (PC),  397  to  C.ER.  (GC),  and 
326  over  Holmes  (ES).  A seasonal  total  of  750 
was  recorded  at  H.M.S.  (DB).  The  3000  Amer- 
ican Wigeons  on  the  O.N.W.R.  census  7 Oct 


(DV  et  al.)  was  an  excellent  ground 
count,  one  matched  by  the  2750 
Green-winged  Teal  that  day  on  the 
same  census.  A male  Canvasback 
was  unexpected  in  Chester,  PA  7-8 
Aug  (L.  Lewis).  The  800  Lesser 
Scaup  at  B.C.S.R  23  Nov  (DO)  was 
an  excellent  reservoir  tally  from  sw. 
Ohio.  A female  Greater  Scaup  was 
present  at  Conneaut  19  Aug-5  Oct 
(BWn,  RL,  MV,  m.ob.).  By  far  the 
best  counts  of  scoters  in  tbe  Region 
were  300  Blacks  at  Blue  Marsh  L., 
Berks  25  Oct  Q-  Silagy)  and  a mixed 
flock  of  200-r  Blacks  and  Surfs  at 
L.N.  24  Oct  (BE,  DF).  There  were 
350  Long-tailed  Ducks  at  Prince 
Gallitzin  S.P,  Cambria,  PA  19  Nov 
0-  Salvetti).  The  11  Common  Mer- 
gansers at  Conneaut  25  Aug  OHg) 
likely  owed  something  to  the  west- 
ward expansion  of  the  breeding 
population  in  the  Allegheny 
foothills. 

The  Common  Loon  flight  over 
Holmes,  OH  peaked  23  Nov  with 
520  (ES)  and  516  at  Pl.S.P  15  Nov 
QM).  The  24  Red-throated  Loons 
inland  in  Pennsylvania  18  Oct-23 
Nov  included  a high  count  of  6 at 
Crystal  L.,  Luzerne  22  Nov  (RKo,  M. 
Kasper).  An  additional  99  Red- 
throateds  were  reported  by 
McWilliams  conducting  waterbird 
surveys  at  Pl.S.P,  with  a high  of  23 
on  17  Nov.  Three  Red-throated 
Loons  in  Lake,  OH  13  Oct  (JP)  were 
early,  as  was  a Red- 
necked Grebe  in  Lorain, 

OH  21  Oct  OMc).  Tbe 
122  Pied-billed  Grebes 
at  S.R.C.E  28  Oct  was  an  excellent 
count  (RKh,  CR),  and  the  high 
count  of  Horned  Grebes  was  207 
at  RI.S.P  19  Nov  QM).  Only  5 
Red-necked  Grebes  were  reported 
across  Pennsylvania  25  Oct-17 
Nov.  An  early  flight  of  Eared 
Grebes  in  Ohio  on  8 Sep  produced 
4 birds  at  B.C.S.R,  Clark  (DO)  and 
one  along  the  Cedar  Point 
Chausee,  Erie  (BSs  et  al.).  One 
was  e.  to  RI.S.P,  20  Nov  QM). 

Diligent  observations  in  Lake  de- 
tected 2 juv.  Northern  Gannets  en- 
tering the  Central  Basin  of  Ohio  17  & 23  Nov 
QP).  A bird  at  Huron,  Erie,  OH  29  Nov  (GL) 
likely  involved  one  of  these  birds.  A good  fall 
flight  of  American  White  Pelicans  through 
Ohio  had  5 over  Magee  15  Sep  (BMs).  One 
was  at  Grand  L.,  Auglaize  3 Oct  Q-  Bowers), 


where  perhaps  the  same  bird  was  relocated  on 
the  Mercer  side  of  the  lake  27  Oct.  Another  3 
were  on  East  Sandusky  Bay,  Erie,  OH  14  Oct 
(T.  Fishburn),  and  one  appeared  in  Butler  16- 
23  Sep  (MB,  L.  Keene).  Tbe  southbound  Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorant  flight  through  w.  Ohio 
was  largely  overlooked,  although  1500  in 
Clark  10  Nov  (DO)  was  late  for  such  a num- 
ber. Tbe  peak  L.  Erie  count  also  came  late, 
with  12,600  noted  from  Kelleys  I.,  Erie,  OH 
17  Nov  (TB).  Anhingas  well  described  in 
Pennsylvania  included  3 at  H.M.S.  28  Aug 
(DB)  and  one  from  Kinzua  Dam,  Wanm,  12 
Sep  OF). 

Least  Bitterns  in  Pennsylvania  included 
one  found  injured  at  Kintersville,  Bucks  9 Sep 
(fide  AM),  2 in  Cumberland  29  Sep  (AMc,  B. 
Keener),  and  one  banded  at  RN.R.  5 Oct  (A. 
Leppold).  Late-season  Cattle  Egrets  have  be- 
come the  norm  within  the  Region,  with  4 
each  in  Wood,  OH  3 Nov  (TK,  C.  Anderson) 
and  Erie,  OH  10  Nov  QP)  and  one  in  Cuya- 
hoga 11  Nov  (PL).  A surprising  6 were  in  the 
Canaan  Valley,  Tucker,  WV  13-17  Nov  0-  Ro- 
drigue, DP  et  al.).  Eight  more  were  in 
Dauphin,  PA  7 Nov  (C.  Rebert).  A Little  Blue 
Heron  wandered  to  Hoover  7 Aug-5  Sep  (G. 
Stauffer,  CB,  m.ob.).  Little  Blue  Herons  in 
Pennsylvania  included  4 in  Bucks  1-18  Aug 
(BK,  DF,  AM),  2 at  Middle  Creek  W.M.A.  20 
Aug  (J.  Heller),  one  at  Mifflintown,  Juniata  29 
Aug  (C.  Chalfant),  and  one  late  at  G.L.R.  12 
Oct  (G.  Franchois).  A canoeist  found  a Yel- 
low-crowned Night-Heron  along  the  Little 
Miami  R.  opposite  O’Bannon  Cr.,  Hamilton, 
OH  18  Aug  (D.  Bogosian).  A Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  at  Doylestown,  PA  18  Oct  was  a 


Two  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  tarried  at  Pine  Run  Dam,  Bucks  County,  Penn- 
sylvania 2 October  2007;  there  are  very  few  October  records  for  the  state. 
Photograph  by  Howard  B.  Eskin. 

new  late  date  for  Bucks  (R.  Fergus).  A Tricol- 
ored Heron  was  along  the  Juniata  R.  at  Mif- 
flintown, Juniata,  PA  28  Aug  (C.  Kauffman), 
and  another  was  at  Brunner’s  I.,  York,  PA  31 
Aug  (DH).  The  annual  late-season  staging  of 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron  along  the  Cuya- 
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One  of  three  cooperative  birds  documented  in  Ohio  in  fall 
2007,  this  late  Sabine's  Gull  was  present  from  22  November 
(here  25  November)  into  December.  Photograph  by 
Brian  Zweibel. 

hoga  R.  in  downtown  Cleveland  numbered  55 
birds  18  Nov  (PL). 

An  imin.  White  Ibis  was  present  near 
Holinesville,  Holmes,  OH  1-2  Sep  (S.  Weaver, 
D.  Kline,  ph.  SS);  another  was  along  the 
Susquehanna  R.,  Dauphin/Cumberland  8 
Aug-12  Sep  (D.  Detwiler,  B.  Romano,  m.ob., 
ph.);  and  one  near  Bangor,  Northampton,  PA 
6-8  Aug  (B.  & D.  Transue,  ph.  D.  DeReamus) 
furnished  a 2nd  county  record.  A Glossy  Ibis 
was  identified  at  Sandy  Ridge,  Lorain,  OH  20- 
21  Oct  (BMc,  J.  Krnc),  and  a total  of  16  in 
Pennsylvania  included  2 at  J.H.N.W.R.  22 
Aug  (FW)  and  1 1 at  S.R.C.E  (BS  et  al.).  Addi- 
tional Ohio  Plegadis  ibis  reports  came  from 
Burr  Oak  S.R,  Morgan/Athens  3 Sep  (Glossy; 
G.  Crippen),  Spring  Valley  W.A.,  Greene  14 
Oct  (M.  Boyd),  Funk,  Wayne  5 Oct  (ES),  and 
Medusa  Marsh,  Erie  30  Nov  (2  birds;  L. 
Brohl).  A Turkey  Vulture  roost  1000  strong  in 
Licking,  OH  12  Nov  (J.  Nisley)  was  surely  an 
impressive  sight;  they  were  joined  by  100 
Black  Vultures,  an  outstanding  number  this 
far  north.  The  latter  species  continues  to  con- 
solidate gains  along  the  n.  boundary  of  its 
range  in  Ohio,  with  30  noted  at  Cowan  L., 
Clinton  18  Nov  (L.  Gara)  and  33-36  at  Hue- 
ston  Woods  25  Oct-21  Nov  (DBn,  JyS,  JkS). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  CRANE 

A late  Osprey  was  at  East  Goshen  Twp., 
Chester,  PA  25  Nov  (NP).  The  breeding  pair 
of  Mississippi  Kites  near  Logan,  Hocking, 
OH,  accompanied  by  a juv.,  were  present 
through  3 Sep  (A.  Osborn,  M.  Schroeder). 
Due  s.  of  this  location,  an  ad.  and  juv.  Missis- 
sippi Kite  were  reported  from  adjacent  n.  Vin- 


ton, OH  in  Swan  Twp.  20  Sep  (B.  Crow).  A 
Swallow-tailed  Kite  near  Elmwood,  Wayne, 
WV  19-27  Aug  (S.  Cade,  ph.  MO,  m.ob.) 
caused  quite  a stir.  Another  at  H.M.S.  18  Aug 
was  a first  for  the  sanctuary  (G.  Cryer,  B. 
Swartzentruber).  Likely  local  breeders,  2 
Northern  Goshawks  at  Dolly  Sods,  Tucker, 
WV  12  Aug  0-  Walker)  provided  some  good 
news.  An  imm.  Golden  Eagle  over  Hayden 
Run  Ealls,  Franklin,  OH  15  Sep  (S.  Gaunt) 
adds  to  the  list  of  early  season  records  from 
cen.  Ohio.  A poor  w.  flight  for  the  species 
contrasted  with  the  e.,  where  26  Golden  Ea- 
gles at  W.G.  7 Nov  (D.  Grove,  R.  Freed)  was 
an  excellent  count.  A Swainsons  Hawk  was 
seen  at  S.M.H.W.  8 Sep  (GG,  D.  Kyler,  T. 
Kyler).  The  210  Red-tailed  Hawks  over  Tole- 
do 1 Nov  (B.  Glick  et  al.)  was  an  outstanding 
tally  from  a poorly  known  flyway.  Michigan 
birders  visiting  O.N.W.R.  27  Nov  reveled  in  a 
Prairie  Falcon  (D.  Sparks-Johnson,  ph.  M. 
Yawney),  only  a 4th  state  record.  It  was  an  ex- 
cellent fall  season  for  Merlin  and  Peregrine 
Falcon  reports  across  the  Region,  as  exempli- 
fied by  the  231  Merlins  at  H.M.S.,  a seasonal 
high  (DB).  Early  West  Virginia  Merlins  were 
found  in  Putnam  16  Aug  (S.  Gillispie)  and  Ca- 
bell 19  Aug  (B.  Delidow). 

Predictably,  Yellow  Rails  appeared  in  the  w. 
in  mid-Oct,  with  singles  at  Funk  Bottoms, 
Wayne,  OH  14  Oct  (EK)  and  at  Sandy  Ridge 
Metropark,  Lorain,  OH  16  Oct  (T.  Fairweath- 
er).  Another  close  encounter  was  had  in  Rich- 
land, OH  2-4  Oct  (A.  Troyer).  Decidely  rare  in 
the  e.  highlands,  3 Yellow  Rails  were  report- 
ed in  Pennsylvania:  one  was  reported  at  RR.D. 
22  Sep  (KR);  one  was 
flushed  by  a dog  at  Moun- 
tain Top,  Luzerne  6 Oct 
(RKo);  and  one  was  found 
in  Huntington  Valley,  Mont- 
gomery 19  Oct  (fide  AM). 

Three  King  Rails  were  pres- 
ent at  Winous  Pt.,  Ottawa, 

OH  1-8  Aug,  with  one  re- 
maining 24  Sep  (TB).  The  3 
Sandhill  Cranes  in  Wyandot, 

OH  28  Aug  (RC)  likely  rep- 
resented rare  local  breeders. 

The  fall  migration  through 
the  w.  kicked  off  with  4 over 
Erie,  OH  22  Oct  (M.  Rut- 
ger). The  main  passage  be- 
ginning 14  Nov  saw  1100+ 
across  tbe  w.  half  of  Ohio  in 
a widely  dispersed  flight.  This  included  an 
impressive  230  over  Columbus  30  Nov  (L. 
Wickliff)  at  the  end  of  the  autumn  season.  An 
additional  86  in  Wayne  28  Nov  (SS  et  al.)  pre- 
sumably included  residents  and  their  off- 
spring. 


SHOREBIRDS 

A Piping  Plover  at  Port  Clinton,  Ottawa,  OH 
4 Aug  (L.  Rosche,  J.  Semroc)  was  a marvelous 
find.  Killdeer  staging  for  molt  numbered  1750 
in  Hardin  wetlands  23  Aug  (RC),  and  reser- 
voir drawdowns  offered  refuge  to  500  at  C.  J. 
Brown  Res.,  Clark  18  Nov  (DO).  A Semi- 
palmated  Plover  in  Montgomery,  OH  18  Nov 
(S.  Egleston,  RA)  was  late.  Excellent  counts  of 
American  Golden-Plovers  along  M.L.R.  in- 
cluded 60  on  27  Sep  (CR,  J.  Derr)  and  71  on 
27  Oct  (AMc),  while  24  at  Bentleyville,  Wash- 
ington, PA  20  Sep  was  a good  local  count  (AB, 
R.  Gallardy).  A high  count  of  80  Black-bellied 
Plovers  came  from  S.M.H.W.  28  Oct  (NB, 
DB).  American  Avocets  in  fall  are  typically 
recorded  as  singles  or  in  small  flocks  of  up  to 
4 birds,  so  22  at  Conneaut  25  Aug  (MV),  24 
at  L.  Oneida,  Butler,  PA  10  Sep  (M.  Fowles,  D. 
Darney),  and  6 at  PPL  Martins  Creek, 
Northampton,  PA  25  Aug  (RW)  were  fine  tal- 
lies. Late-fall  records  included  singles  at 
O.N.W.R.  21  Oct  (R.  Nirschl),  in  Lorain,  OH 
22  Oct  (B.R.A.S.),  and  Highland,  OH  22  Oct 
OL),  with  2 at  B.E.S.R  20  Oct  (GG,  DH,  C. 
Batchley).  A fairly  late  Solitary  Sandpiper  was 
also  in  Highland  QL)  on  the  latter  date,  Hardin 
wetlands  led  Ohio  yellowlegs  reports  with  an 
impressive  110  Greaters  and  485  Lessers  24 
Aug  (RC).  An  unusual  flight  of  95  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs was  detected  11  Oct  in  Holmes,  OH 
(ES).  The  Aug  passage  of  Willets  along  L.  Erie 
in  the  Central  Basin  numbered  a healthy  20 
birds  at  Conneaut  (RL,  m.ob.).  Inland,  birds 
of  note  included  one  at  Hoover  5 Aug  (P 
Gardner,  J.  Grabmeier),  one  at  Grand  L., 


Auglaize,  OH  27  Sep-4  Oct  (ph,  JL,  m.ob.), 
and  again  at  Hoover  13-29  Sep  (CB).  In  Penn- 
sylvania, one  was  at  S.R.C.E  24-25  Aug  Q. 
Horn,  BS  et  al),  2 at  RI.S.R  3 Aug  0M)>  and 
one  there  24  Aug  (K,  Ryan).  L.  Erie  Basin 
Whimbrel  reports  came  from  Ti-umbull  and 


This  Yellow  Rail  met  an  untimely  death  hitting  a window  in  Huntington  Valley, 


Montgomery  County,  Pennsylvania  19  October  2007;  it  died  in  rehabilitation,  and  is 
now  a specimen  at  The  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  in  Philadelphia.  Tens  of  millions 
of  migrants  collide  with  windows,  buildings,  bridges,  utility  wires,  and  towers  each 
year.  Photograph  by  Howard  B.  Eskin. 
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Quickly  becoming  an  annual  visitor  north  of  its  range,  this 
White-winged  Dove  was  one  of  three  reported  in  Ohio,  here 
in  Holmes  County  22-29  (here  27)  August  2007.  Photograph 
by  Dean  Borntrager. 

Ashtabula,  OH  26  Aug  (EK)  and  1 Sep  (L. 
Hays),  respectively,  and  adjacent  RI.S.E  25 
Aug  (MW).  Three  birds  at  R.C.B.  31  Oct 
(WA)  were  extraordinary  for  date  and  loca- 
tion. Single  Marbled  Godwits  dropped  into 
the  Western  Basin  at  Pipe  Creek  W.A.,  Erie, 
OH  5 Aug  0-  Haw,  R.  Smith)  and  at  East  Har- 
bor S.P,  Ottawa,  OH  9 Sep  (S.  Young),  while 
the  Central  Basin  held  one  at  Conneaut  20-23 
Aug  (MV,  RL).  More  interesting  were  inland 
reports  of  up  to  3 stopping  over  at  Mosquito 
Creek  W.A.,  Trumbull,  OH  6-22  Aug  OPi.  EK, 
m.ob.)  and  one  at  East  Fork  L.,  Clermont,  OH 
9 Sep  (DM),  In  Pennsylvania,  2 Marbled  God- 
wits  were  at  S.R.C.E  17  Aug  (BS  et  al).  A 
flock  of  8-9  Hudsonian  Godwits  appeared 
along  the  Cedar  Point  Chausee  8-9  Sep  (BSs 
et  al.,  JMc).  Three  late  migrants  were  in  Ot- 
tawa 10  Nov  OP),  while  one  at  West  Branch 
S.P,  Portage,  OH  3 Sep  (G.  Cudworth)  made 
only  the  3rd  inland  record  for  the  Cleveland 
Region  in  50  years. 

The  Regional  find  of  the  season  was  un- 
doubtedly the  Great  Knot  13  Aug  at  the  Win- 
field Locks  & Dam,  Putnam,  WV  (ph.  S. 
Gillispie,  WA,  K.  Kazmierski,  DP).  Indeed,  in 
continental  terms,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
name  a rarer  bird  ever  found  in  West  Virginia, 
if  not  the  entire  Region.  Red  Knot  passage  saw 
9 birds  through  the  Western  Basin  17  Aug-7 
Oct  (TB,  N.  Anderson,  DV,  m.ob.)  and  4-5 
birds  through  the  Central  Basin  20-30  Aug 
(BW,  RL).  Rare  inland  records  of  Red  Knot 
came  from  Mosquito  Creek  W.A.,  Trumbull, 
OH  18  Aug  (BW),  2 at  Alum  Creek  Res., 
Delaware,  OH  5 Sep  Q-  Kuenzli),  3 at  Hoover 
11  Sep  (CB),  and  one  at  Findlay  Res.,  Wyan- 
dot, OH  3 Sep  (RC).  The  passage  of  Least 
Sandpipers  in  the  w.  was  topped  by  125  at 
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Hoover  14  Aug  (CB).  More  lingered,  with  19 
at  Deer  Creek  Res.,  Pickaway,  OH  29  Oct  (R. 
Royse),  2 at  B.C.S.P  10-18  Nov  (DO),  and  4 
in  Montgomery  18  Nov  (S.  Egleston,  RA).  The 
Semipalmated  Sandpiper  flight  maxed  out 
with  155  at  Hoover  14  Aug  (CB).  The  34 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  in  Ohio  away  from  the 
Western  Basin  6 Aug-13  Oct  QPi,  RA,  m.ob.) 
were  led  by  7 at  Conneaut  8 Sep  (CH).  A high 
count  in  Pennsylvania  of  7 at  M.L.R.  came  on 
the  late  date  of  26  Oct  (V.  Gauthier).  An  aver- 
age flight  of  Western  Sandpipers  through 
Ohio  11  Aug-23  Sep  (CB,  JMc,  m.ob.)  in- 
cluded a good  count  of  25  along  the  Cedar 
Point  Chausee,  Erie  8 Sep  (BSs  et  al.).  West- 
ern Sandpipers  in  West  Virginia  included  one 
in  Jefferson  11  Sep  (MO),  for  a rare  Eastern 
Panhandle  record,  and  3 in  Wetzel  5 Sep  (W. 
Jarrell).  In  Pennsylvania,  3 were  at  S.R.C.E  24 
Aug  (BS  et  al).  An  early  Dunlin  was  at  Con- 
neaut 16  Aug  (RL),  while  a flight  of  112 
through  Lake,  OH  7 Nov  (JP)  was  late  for  the 
Central  Basin.  A Purple  Sandpiper  at  Con- 
neaut 29  Oct  (RL)  was  early.  About  38  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  through  Ohio  22  Aug-5 
Oct  OPi,  TSh,  m.ob.),  led  by  23  at  Hoover  13 
Sep  (CB),  was  par  for  recent  migrations.  Good 
counts  of  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  in  Penn- 
sylvania included  3 at  M.L.R.  3 Sep  (CR,  RKh, 
AM)  and  3 at  G.L.R.  6 Sep  (AM,  m.ob.).  Two 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  at  P.R.D.  2 Oct  (RF) 
were  late.  A good  flight  of  15  Long-billed 
Dowitchers  in  Pennsylvania  13 
Aug-3  Nov  was  topped  by  6 at  Py- 
matuning  W.M.A.,  Crawford  15 
Oct  (MV).  There  were  500  Short- 
billed Dowitchers  at  Winous  Pt., 

Ottawa,  OH  17  Aug  (TB).  Ohio 
Wilson’s  Phalarope’s  numbered 
just  5 birds  in  Hardin,  Delaware, 
and  Ashtabula  during  the  last  week 
of  Aug.  Single  Wilson’s  Phalaropes 
in  Pennsylvania  were  at  Pl.S.P  6 
Aug  OM),  S.R.C.E  19  Aug  (C. 

Chalfant,  J.  McNamara),  at 
J.H.N.W.R.  22  Aug  (FW),  and  at 
G.L.R.  23  Aug  (B.  Weber).  The  16 
Red-necked  Phalaropes  in  Ohio  18 
Aug-22  Sep  were  led  by  7 in  Erie 
on  the  latter  date  (CH).  In  Penn- 
sylvania, 2 Red-necked  Phalaropes 
were  at  G.L.R.  18-22  Aug  0-  Greco,  m.ob.),  2 
at  S.R.C.E  6 Sep  (DH),  and  one  at  J.H.N.W.R. 
15  Sep  (FW).  An  early  flight  of  Red 
Phalaropes  found  singles  at  Hoover  2-7  Sep 
(B.  Simpson,  T.  Bain,  m.ob.),  in  Lawrence,  OH 
2 Sep  (ph.  JMc),  in  Washington,  PA  11  Sep  Q- 
Bohn,  Jidc  GM),  and  in  Westmoreland,  PA  21 
Sep  (T.  Vechter,  ph.).  Another  was  found  29 
Sep-3  Oct  at  B.C.S.P.  (L.  Jeanblanc,  FF, 
m.ob.). 


JAEGERS  THROUGH  OWLS 

In  sharp  contrast  to  last  year,  a scant  3 Poma- 
rine  Jaegers  were  reported  from  Cuyahoga, 
OH  15  Nov  (BMc).  A young  juv.  Little  Gull 
appeared  at  Conneaut  10-18  Aug  (PC,  EK, 
m.ob.).  A short  flight  due  s.  is  Mosquito 
Creek  W.A.,  Trumbull,  OH,  where  a juv.  was 
found  20  Aug  (PL,  J.  Hochadel)  for  a unique 
inland  record.  These  observations,  coupled 
with  that  of  2 ads.  accompanied  by  2 juvs.  on 
Kelleys  L,  Erie  20  Aug  (TB  et  al.),  are  sugges- 
tive of  breeding  within  the  lower  Great  Lakes. 
Two  were  present  at  Headlands  20-24  Sep, 
with  5 there  23  Nov  (BWn).  Two  were  also  in 
Erie,  OH  1 1 Nov  (MB),  while  4 were  at  Pl.S.P 
17  Oct-29  Nov  QM,  R-  States).  Ohio  Laugh- 
ing Gulls  appeared  as  singles  in  Delaware  2 
Sep  (RTh),  Lucas  16  Sep  OP),  and  Logan  20 
Sep  (TSh).  A late  individual  was  in  Erie  11 
Nov  QP)-  The  main  Ohio  passage  of  12 
Franklin’s  Gulls  20  Sep-24  Oct  was  led  by  8 
at  B.C.S.P  4 Oct  (DO,  B.  Menker).  A late 
flight  16-25  Nov  had  singles  in  Morrow  (GC) 
and  Lake  Q-  Hammond,  J.  Watts)  and  2 in 
Mercer  (D.  Horn).  Farther  e.  in  Bucks,  PA,  one 
was  present  22  Sep  and  2 on  20  Oct  (DF).  A 
Black-headed  Gull  was  seen  at  Glade  Bridge, 
Warren,  PA  16  Nov  QF).  Cooperative  Sabine’s 
Gulls  appeared  as  singles  at  Headlands  20  Sep 
(RHn  et  al.),  at  Grand  L.,  Auglaize,  OH  14-28 
Sep  (M.  Misplon,  ph.  TS,  ph.  JL,  m.ob.),  and 
at  Huron,  Erie  22  Nov+  (MB,  ph.  B.  Zweibel, 


m.ob.).  Single  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were 
in  Lake,  OH  20  Oct  OP)  and  30  Nov  (RHn) 
and  at  P.l.S.R  18  Oct  QM).  Nine  Great  Black- 
backed  Gulls  past  S.M.H.W.  for  the  season 
made  news;  there  is  but  one  prior  county 
record  (NB).  Inland  Ohio  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  were  limited  to  2 to  4 birds  at 
C.ER.  22-28  Nov  QH,  GC).  Two  early  Ohio 
Glaucous  Gulls  were  noteworthy  away  from 
L.  Erie,  with  one  at  C.ER.  22-29  Nov  QH, 


A male  Bullock's  Oriole  was  nicely  documented  27  November  2007  in 
Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania;  this  species  appears  to  be  increasing  as  an 
autumn/winter  visitor  to  the  East  and  Midwest  in  recent  years.  Photograph 
byBobMoul. 
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This  White-winged  Crossbill  at  Marienville,  Forest  County,  Pennsylvania 
frequented  a feeder  for  about  a week  beginning  IS  (here  18)  November 
2007.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


GC)  and  one  over  Bowling  Green,  Wood,  OH 
2 Nov  (TK).  A first-cycle  Thayers  Gull  at 
S.R.C.E  29  Nov  was  a first  there  for  two  vet- 
eran observers  (BS,  T.  Ainico).  An  imm.  Least 
Tern  at  Hueston  Woods  19  Aug  QkS,  JyS) 
likely  wandered  up  the  Ohio  R.  The  peak  pas- 
sage of  Black  Terns  through  Ohio  24-25  Aug 
had  107  birds  reported  from  Franklin,  Preble 
(J.  Hull),  Hardin  (RC),  and  Clermont  (B.  Lea- 
man).  The  Western  Basin  concentration  of 
5000  Common  Terns  at  O.N.W.R.  7 Oct  (DV 
et  al.)  was  encouraging  news.  The  1900  at 
Headlands  20  Sep  (RHn)  was  an  equally  as- 
tonishing number  for  the  Central  Basin. 

A family  of  Barn  Owls  (ad.,  3 juvs.)  in  a silo 
n.  of  Martinsburg,  Berkeley,  WV  (B.  Dean) 
was  evidence  the  species  holds  on  in  the  East- 
ern Panhandle.  A token  showing  of  Snowy 
Owls  included  singles  in  Cleveland  23  Nov 
(fide  R.  Hinkle)  and  Lucas,  OH  24-28  Nov 
(ph.  SD,  m.ob.),  with  one  in  Franklin,  PA  26 
Nov  (B.  Keener).  A juv.  Northern  Saw-whet 
Owl  at  Cranberry  Glades,  Pocahontas,  WV  3 
Sep  (ph.  J.  McQuade)  was  rare  evidence  that 
the  local  breeding  population  persists;  the 
species  is  also  confirmed  nesting  in  adjacent 
Highland,  VA. 

DOVES  THROUGH  SWIFTS 

A well-documented  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
near  Walnut  Creek,  Holmes  25  Aug  and  19 
Sep  0-  E Yoder)  was  a first  for  ne.  Ohio.  A 
White-winged  Dove  was  near  Walnut  Creek, 
Holmes,  OH  22-29  Aug  (D.  Borntrager,  ph.  T. 


Hochstetler,  L.  Dornan,  B.  Master, 

m. ob.).  Another  was  reported  from 
O.N.W.R.  15  Sep  QP)-  High  counts  of 
Common  Nighthawk— 1802  over  s. 
Holmes,  OH  4 Sep  (A.  Yoder),  863 
over  Hamilton,  OH  9 Sep  (PWn),  and 
751  over  Pittsburg,  Allegheny  22  Aug 
(D.  Yagusic) — were  well  above  the 
depressed  numbers  of  recent  years. 
An  ad.  male  Rufous  Hummingbird 
appeared  in  Lake,  OH  12  Aug  QP), 
where  a Rufous/Allens  was  present 
two  days  later.  A Rufous  Humming- 
bird was  banded  at  a feeder  in  Allen, 
OH,  where  it  stayed  28  Oct-Dec  (L. 
Houshower,  A.  Chartier,  m.ob.).  An 

ad.  female  was  also  banded  at  a feed- 
er in  Hamilton,  OH,  where  present  30 
Oct-Dec  (T.  Tolford).  An  unidenti- 
fied Selasphorus  was  also  reported 
from  Jefferson,  OH  26  Aug  (G. 

Hochstetler).  A Rufous  Hummingbird  in 
Washington,  PA  mid-Oct-Nov  was  the  same 
bird  that  visited  the  owner’s  feeder  in  fall  of 
2006  and  had  originally  been  banded  in  Dia- 
mond Head,  MS  25  Jan  2006  (R.  & E.  Posel, 
fide  GM).  Other  Rufous  banded  included  2 at 
same  feeder  in  Lancaster,  PA  1-31  Nov  (fide 
SW,  W.  Laubscher),  one  at  Burgettstown, 
Washington,  PA  15  Oct-30  Nov  (P.  Briggs, 
P.N.R.),  one  in  Dauphin,  PA  31  Oct-31  Nov 
(fide  SW),  one  in  Wernersville,  Berks,  PA  25 
Oct-31  Nov  (A.  Wright,  SW),  and  one  in 
Swarthmore,  Delaware  17-22  Nov  (fide  NP). 
Another  Rufous  was  at  Pawn  Grove,  York,  PA 
15  Sep-H  (E  Linardi,  ph.).  Other  Selasphorus 
hummingbirds  in  Pennsylvania  included  one 
at  Danielsville,  Northampton  23  Sep  (DW, 
ph.),  one  at  Creekside,  Indiana,  PA  30  Sep-5 
Oct  (M.  Anderson,  ph.  M.  Higbee),  and  one  at 
Blooming  Glen,  Bucks  22-27  Oct  (fide  CR,  ph. 
H.  Eskin).  A Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 
present  in  Toledo  20  Nov-t  (ph.  SD  et  al.)  is 
among  the  latest  of  its  species  recorded  in 
Ohio.  Especially  noteworthy  counts  of  stag- 
ing Chimney  Swifts  in  Franklin,  Ohio  includ- 
ed 2000  at  Sell’s  Middle  School  (a  traditional 
site)  16  Aug  (D.  Sillick),  only  surpassed  by 
4400-r  in  Bexley  on  the  Capitol  University 
campus  (a  new  location)  18  Sep  (RTh). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

A wave  of  Cave  Swallows  (p.a.)  along  the  L. 
Erie  shoreline  24  Nov  brought  singles  to  Ot- 
tawa (PC)  and  Erie  (B.  Morrison  et  al.)  and  2 


to  Lake  (JP).  Even  modest  Ohio  tallies  of  Pur- 
ple Martin  such  as  the  1350  in  Hamilton  5 ; 

Aug  0-  Brown)  and  1800  in  Summit  1 Aug  (G. 
Bennett)  have  become  scarce  commodities  in 
recent  years.  Heralding  a strong  incursion 
into  the  Region,  Northern  Shrikes  were  scat- 
tered across  four  Ohio  counties  beginning  15 
Oct  (I.  Schmidt).  At  least  8 Northern  Shrikes 
were  reported  in  Pennsylvania  18  Oct-24  Nov 
(m.ob.).  A well-studied  Loggerhead  Shrike  at 
Maumee  Bay  S.P.,  Lucas,  OH  13  Oct  (BMs) 
provided  the  2nd  report  in  the  Western  Basin 
this  year.  One  was  in  Hardy,  "WV  14  Nov  (M. 
Johnson),  where  expected,  but  another  was 
extraordinary  in  the  far  n.  of  the  state  in  Han- 
cock 18  Nov  (DP,  WA,  MG).  A Yellow-throat- 
ed  Vireo  at  M.W.W.  23  Oct  (DBn)  may  consti- 
tute a new  record-late  date  for  Ohio.  Aug  re- 
ports of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  alerted  ob- 
servers across  the  Region  to  a strong  irrup- 
tion; one  bird  was  s.  to  Cincinnati  by  the  19th 
(PWn).  Live  Sedge  Wrens  in  Pennsylvania  3 I 
Sep-10  Oct  included  2 in  Bucks  and  singles  in 
Washington,  Erie,  and  Westmoreland  (m.ob.). 

Late  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  were  in  Huron,  ) 
OH  8 Nov  (L.  Martin),  in  Cuyahoga,  OH  23  j 
Nov  (D.  Cole,  L.  Brumbaugh),  and  in  Chester, 

PA  22  Nov  (J.  MacNamara).  A late  Swainson’s 
Thrush  was  found  in  Lorain,  OH  5 Nov  i; 
(B.R.A.S.).  A Gray  Catbird  on  Kellys  I.,  Erie, 

OH  17  Nov  (TB)  was  late  for  the  L.  Erie  ar- 
chipelago. Two  Bohemian  Waxwings  at  Elm- 
wood Park,  Cuyahoga,  OH  18  Nov+  (PL,  GL,  | 
m.ob.) — part  of  a massive  flight  in  the  e.  part 
of  the  species’  range — were  enjoyed  by  a 
lucky  few.  , 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Black-and-white  Warbler  lingered  in  Poca- 
hontas, WV  27  Oct  (A.  Boone).  A Yellow  Palm 
Warbler  at  Delaware  S.P.,  Delaware,  OH  was 
well  documented  28  Oct  (ph.  S.  Williams), 
and  another  was  found  in  Pocahontas,  "WV  the 
same  day  (A.  Boone).  A late  Western  Palm 
Warbler  remained  in  Clermont,  OH  25  Nov 
(B.  Stanley),  while  3 were  in  Pocahontas,  WV 
the  same  day  (DP).  A Pine  Warbler  appeared 
at  a Stark,  OH  feeder  30  Nov  (R.  Macko).  A 
Yellow-throated  Warbler  at  Lawrence  Woods 
State  Nature  Preserve,  Hardin,  OH  20  Sep 
(CHin)  represented  a rare  fall  record  for  the 
Sandusky  Plains.  Likely  reverse  migrants  in- 
cluded one  along  L.  Erie’s  Central  Basin  at 
Headlands  25  Nov  (E.  Bacik,  C.  Johnson), 
with  a female  Northern  Parula  there  the  next 
day  0-  Talkington,  RHn).  Headlands  also 
hosted  a late  Cape  May  Warbler  2 Nov  (PC). 

A wintering  bird  first  appeared  at  a feeder 
near  Trail,  Holmes,  OH  22  Nov  (ph.  L.  Stoller 
et  al).  The  concentration  of  200  Blackpoll 
Warblers  at  Headlands  8 Sep  (RHn  et  al.)  was 


A Project  Owinet,  headed  in  Pennsylvania  by  Scott  Weidensaul,  launched  its  11th  season  on  30  Sep  with  sites  in 
■ Schuykill,  Dauphin,  and  Cumberland.  Between  30  Sep-30  Nov,  a record  880  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were  captured 
and  banded.  An  additional  350+  were  banded  at  stations  in  Potter,  Pike,  Westmoreland,  and  Northampton.  Strangely,  despite 
the  success  of  banders  throughout  most  of  Pennsylvania,  not  one  saw-whet  could  be  found  at  P.I.S.P.  during  the  season  (JM). 
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This  Pine  Grosbeak  appeared  within  the  Oak  Openngs,  Lucas  County, 
Ohio  21  November  2007  (here  23  November);  it  was  joined  by  another 
and  remained  into  the  winter  period.  Photograph  by  George  Sydiowski. 


two  weeks  ahead  the  norm  for  such.  Con- 
necticut Warblers  outside  the  main  flyway  in- 
cluded a rare  record  for  the  Sandusky  Plains 
in  Hardin,  OH  5 Sep  (CHm)  and  a late  bird  at 
Hoover  13  Oct  (CB). 

Rare  but  expected  in  the  Eastern  Panhan- 
dle of  West  Virginia  were  a pair  of  Blue  Gros- 
beaks in  Jefferson  23  Aug  (B.  Hadyl)  and  one 
in  Berkeley  18  Aug  (MO).  Less  expected  were 
6 in  Pendleton,  WV  27  Sep  (D.  Simms).  Chip- 
ping Sparrows  lingered  across  n.  Ohio,  in- 
cluding singles  in  Cuyahoga  15  Nov  (BMc), 
Ashland  24  Nov  (GC),  and  2 in  Wyandot  21 
Nov  (R.  Steiner).  Surprisingly,  28  could  still 
be  found  on  the  O.S.U.  campus  in  Columbus 
13  Nov  (AB).  A Clay-colored  Sparrow  at  a 
Holmes,  OH  feeder  22  Nov  (L.  Schlabacb) 
represented  a record-late  date  for  Ohio.  The 
sparrow  flight  of  1 1 Oct  brought  single  Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  to  the  Central  Basin  at 
Headlands  (RHn),  elsewhere  in  Lake  QP),  and 
Cuyahoga  (GL).  One  was  at  Scotia  Barrens, 
Centre,  PA  21  Sep  (GG),  one  at  Oakville, 
Cumberland  1 Nov  (VG),  and  another  at 
RR.D.  21-22  Nov  (KR,  DF,  B.  Lishman).  This 
wave  of  migrants  produced  240  Savannah 
Sparrows  at  a Hardin,  OH  wetland  12  Oct 
(RC).  Remarkably,  we  now  speak  of  concen- 
trations of  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  in  Ohio,  such 
as  the  6-7  birds  at  Funk  13-21  Oct  (B.  Whan 
et  al.,  m.ob.).  The  species  was  further  report- 
ed from  Lake  11  Oct  (RHn),  Lorain  13  Oct 
OP),  Preble  23  Oct  OHg),  and  Hamilton  3-4 
Nov  (K.  Westendorf,  FF).  Matching  last  year’s 
flight,  Ohio  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows 
numbered  one  or  2 birds  each  across  sites  in 


Holmes,  Wayne,  Richland,  and  Tus- 
carawas 30  Sep-29  Oct  (m.ob.),  with 
3 in  Lorain  13  Oct  QP)-  Four  Nel- 
son’s were  in  Pennsylvania  18 
Sep-18  Oct  (m.ob.).  Shorebird  ban- 
ders scored  4 at  Winous  Pt.,  Ottawa, 
OH  24  Sep  (TB  et  al).  An  extraordi- 
nary migration  count  at  Headlands 
11  Oct  included  1000+  White- 
throated  Sparrows  (RHn  et  al).  The 
136  Swamp  Sparrows  at  a Hardin 
wetland  12  Oct  (RC)  is  a state  record 
fall  concentration  away  from  the 
Western  Basin  marshes.  This  was  co- 
incident with  100  at  Lorain  Harbor, 
Lorain,  OH  QP)  and  125  at  Green- 
cove  Wetlands,  Washington,  PA  14 
Oct  (RG).  A late-developing  flight  of 
Snow  Buntings  brought  one  to 
Pendleton,  WV  17-19  Nov  (R.  Bod- 
kins). An  early  Lapland  Longspur 
had  reached  sw.  Ohio  at  C.C.S.P  by 
13  Oct  (B.  Powell).  The  600  Lapland 
Longspurs  in  Hardin  11  Nov  (RC) 
speaks  to  the  strength  of  this  year’s 
flight  through  the  prairie  peninsula  of  Ohio. 

The  20  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  in  sw.  Butler  21 
Nov  OyS)  was  among  the  largest  Ohio  flocks 
in  the  past  15  years.  A female  was  e.  to  Tus- 
carawas, OH  9 Nov  (R.  Schlabach).  In  Penn- 
sylvania, singles  were  reported  at  Greencove 
Wetlands,  Washington  2 Nov  (J.  Bohn)  and  at 
Yellow  Creek  S.P,  Indiana  (N.  Nodelman).  A 
flock  of  500  Rusty  Blackbirds  near  Lewisville, 
Indiana,  PA  1 Nov  made  a nice  count  for  this 
declining  species  (M.  Cunkleman).  The  sea- 
son’s only  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  report 
came  15  Sep  at  O.N.W.R.  QP)-  One  highlight 
of  the  season  was  a male  Bullock’s  Oriole  at 
Oakland  Mills,  Juniata,  PA  23  Nov+  (Steve 
Troyer,  David  Troyer). 

The  fall  “winter  finch”  flight  began  in  Ohio 
2 Sep  with  a Pine  Siskin  in  Lake  (JP)  and  a 
Purple  Finch  in  Clermont  (DM).  The  count  of 
400  Purple  Finches  at  H.M.S.  6 Oct  (RK)  best 
illustrated  the  strength  of  this  year’s  flight. 
Summering  Pine  Siskins  were  noted  in  Sum- 
mers, WV  4 Aug  Oim  63:  Judy  Phillips)  and  3- 
10  Aug  in  Randolph,  WV  (R.  Bodkins). 
Evening  Grosbeaks  in  Sep  in  the  West  Vir- 
ginia highlands  signal  an  irruption,  with  this 
year’s  arrival  noted  23  Sep  in  Preston  (G.  Fel- 
ton et  al).  After  a 31  Oct  arrival  in  Stark,  OH 
(R  Soehnlen),  Evening  Grosbeaks  numbered 
30  at  a Geauga,  OH  feeder  4 Nov  (L.  Gilbert). 
Good  counts  in  Pennsylvania  included  14  at 
both  Revere,  Bucks  PA  (DF)  and  at  H.M.S.  28 
Nov  (DB).  Largely  absent  the  past  decade. 
Common  Redpolls  arrived  on  the  s.  shore  of 
L.  Erie  3 Nov  in  Lake  0-  Brumfield)  only  to 
become  too  widespread  to  enumerate  by  the 


end  of  the  month,  with  several  flocks  num- 
bering 70+  in  Lake,  OH  (V  Urbanski,  EK). 
Farther  e.  along  the  L.  Erie  shoreline,  P.I.S.R 
fared  better  in  Nov,  with  several  flocks  of 
100+  QM).  The  only  West  Virginia  report 
came  from  Randolph  25  Nov  (H.  Myers).  A 
Pine  Grosbeak  was  discovered  in  the  Oak 
Openings,  Lucas,  OH  21  Nov,  only  to  be 
joined  by  another  before  the  end  of  the  peri- 
od (M.  Anderson,  G.  Links,  ph.  G.  Sydiowski, 
m.ob.).  The  15  White-winged  Crossbills  at 
Kellys  L,  Erie,  OH  16  Nov  (TB)  did  not  trans- 
late into  a wider  flight.  The  16  Red  Crossbills 
at  P.N.R.  7 Nov  (M.  Lanzone)  constituted  the 
Regional  high  count. 

Contributors;  OHIO:  Rick  Asamoto  (RA), 
Tom  Bartlett  (TB),  Charlie  Bombaci  (CB), 
Aaron  Boone  (AB),  David  Brinkman  (DBn), 
Mike  Busam  (MB),  Phillip  Chaon  (PC),  Rick 
Counts  (RC),  Gary  Cowell  (GC),  Sherrie 
Durris  (SD),  Frank  Frick  (FF),  John  Habig 
QHg),  Ray  Hannikman  (RHn),  John  Herman 
QH),  Carl  Hoagstrom  (CHm),  Craig  Holt 
(CH),  Ned  Keller,  Tom  Kemp  (TK),  Ethan 
Kistler  (EK),  Robert  Lane  (RL),  Jay  Lehman 
QL),  Gabe  Leidy  (GL),  Paula  Lozano  (PL), 
Bret  McCarty  (BMc),  Jim  McCormac  OMc), 
Barb  Meyers  (BMs),  Donald  Morse,  Jr.  (DM), 
Doug  Overacker  (DO),  John  Petruzzi  OPO- 
John  Pogacnik  QP),  Robert  Schlabach,  Mark 
Shieldcastle,  Troy  Shiveley  (TSh),  Su  Snyder 
(SS),  Brad  Sparks  (BSs),  Jack  Stenger  QRS), 
Jay  Stenger  OyS),  Doug  Vogus  (DV),  Ben 
Warner  (BW),  Paul  Wharton  (PWn),  Brad 
Wilkinson  (BWn).  PENNSYLVANIA:  Dave 
Barber  DB),  Andy  Berchin  (AB),  Nick  Bol- 
giano  (NB),  Don  Bryant  (DBr),  Kevin  Crilley 
(KC),  Bill  Etter  (BE),  Devich  Farbotnik  (DF), 
John  Fedak  QF),  Rob  Fergus  (RF),  Ross  Gal- 
lardy  (RG),  Vernon  Gauthier  (VG),  Greg 
Grove  (GG),  Paul  Hess  (PH),  Deuane  Hoff- 
man (DH),Jim  Hoyson  OH),  B'U  Keim  (BK), 
Rudy  Keller  (RK),  Ramsay  Khoury  (RKh), 
Rick  Koval  (RKo),  Robert  C.  Leberman 
(RCL),  Larry  Lewis  (LL),  Anthony  Marich 
(AMa),  Andy  McGann  (AMc),  August 
Mirabella  (AM),  Geoff  Malosh  (GM),  Nick 
Pulcinella  (NP),  Ken  Reiker  (KR),  Cameron 
Rutt  (CR),  Bob  Schutsky  (BS),  Mark  Vass 

(MV) ,  Jerry  McWilliams  OM),  Mike  Weible 

(MW) ,  Scott  Weidensaul  (SW),  Dustin  Welch 
(DW),  Rick  Wiltraut  (RW),  Frank  Windfelder 
(FW).  WEST  VIRGINIA:  Wendell  Argabrite 
(WA),  Jeanette  Esker,  Mike  Griffith  (MG), 
Matt  Orsie  (MO),  David  Patick  (DP).  ^ 
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This  fall  season  was  the  third  warmest 
on  record  in  the  Region,  with  temper- 
atures averaging  3-5°  F above  normal 
from  August  through  October.  A greater  pro- 
portion of  the  rainfall  came  in  August  than  in 
the  other  months,  and  it  was  concentrated  in 
the  northern  third  of  the  Region;  indeed,  the 
southern  third  of  the  Region  was  in  a severe 
drought  throughout  much  of  the  period. 

There  was  a significant  irruption  this  fall 
not  only  of  the  typical  finches  and  accompa- 
nying Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  but  also  of 
such  diverse  species  as  Northern  Saw-whet 
Owl,  Northern  Shrike,  and  Bohemian 
Waxwing.  Besides  the  waxwing,  other  rarities 
included  Wood  Stork,  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck,  Prairie  Falcon,  Wilson’s 
Plover,  Glaucous-winged  Gull,  Arctic  Tern, 
Clark’s  Nutcracker,  Common  Raven,  and 
Sprague’s  Pipit. 

Abbreviations:  Bev.  Sh.  (Beverly  Shores, 
Porter,  IN);  Carl.  L.  (Carlyle  L.,  s.  IL); 
C.B.C.M.  (Chicago  Bird  Collision  Monitors); 
Chau.  (Chautauqua  N.W.R.,  IL);  Dunes 
(Dunes  S.P.,  Porter,  IN);  Eagle  Cr.  (Eagle 
Creek  Park,  Indianapolis);  FM.N.H.  (Field 
Museum  of  Natural  History);  EP.  (Forest  Pre- 
serve); EWA.  (Fish  and  Wildlife  Area);  Goose 
Pond  (Goose  Pond  EWA.,  Greene,  IN);  I.B.S.P. 
(Illinois  Beach  S.P.);  Mich.  City  (Michigan 
City  Harbor,  La  Porte,  IN);  Miller  (Miller 
Beach,  Lake,  IN);  Montrose  (Montrose  Point 
in  Chicago’s  Lincoln  Park);  Pine  Creek  (Pine 
Creek  Gamebird  Habitat  Area,  Benton,  IN). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
CORMORANTS 

The  waterfowl  flight  in  the  Region  was  about 
average.  The  highlight  was  provided  by  Indi- 
ana’s 4th  record  of  Black-bellied  Whistling- 


Duck,  represented  by  a single  bird  at  the  Cel- 
ery Bog,  Tippecanoe  3 Aug  OSk)  and  2 birds 
the  following  day  (DGt,  JBD  et  al).  Good 
numbers  of  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  ar- 
rived in  Illinois  by  the  end  of  the  season,  with 
1353  at  Chau.  30  Nov  (R&SB).  A Ross’s 
Goose  in  DuPage,  IL  15  Sep  was  early  (REE 
KDF),  and  14  seen  18  Nov  in  Stark,  IL 
(EWW)  produced  Illinois’s  2nd  highest  all- 
time  fall  count.  A late  Blue-winged  Teal  was 
on  L.  Lemon,  Brown,  IN  30  Nov  (J&SH). 
There  were  several  good  counts  of  diving 
ducks:  3500  Canvasbacks  were  in  Hancock,  IL 
15  Nov  (AGD),  and  2620  Redheads  were  not- 
ed in  Lake,  IL  10  Nov  (GAW).  All  three  scot- 
er species  appeared  in  better-than-average 
numbers.  Indiana’s  2nd  highest  one-day 
count  of  Surf  Scoters,  76,  was  recorded  along 
the  lakefront  23  Oct  OK,  BKB,  PBG,  MBk); 
the  highest  inland  count  was  8 at  Carl  L. 
(MS).  More  than  twice  the  average  number  of 
White-winged  Scoters  was  recorded  along  the 
lakefront,  the  peak  tally  consisting  of  23  at 
Miller  6 Nov  QKC  et  al);  the  maximum  in- 
land count  was  5 on  Mississinewa  Res.,  Mia- 
mi, IN  22  Nov  OJM)-  Black  Scoters  also  ap- 
peared in  numbers,  as  91  were  tallied  at  Bev. 
Sh.  23  Oct  (KJB,  JG,  LP).  A female  or  imm. 
male  Harlequin  Duck  was  at  Miller  20  Oct 
QKC,  JJM,  SRB,  RT).  A very  early  Bufflehead 


The  first  confirmed  Wilson's  Plover  for  Illinois  was  discov- 
ered by  Paul  Doughty  1 (here  4)  August  2007  at  Rainbow 
Beach  in  Chicago.  It  remained  for  a week,  seen  and  pho- 
tographed by  many  birders.  Photograph  by  Paul  Doughty. 

was  seen  at  Miller  26  Aug  (RH,  BKB,  MBk). 
Large  concentrations  of  Red-breasted  Mer- 
gansers appeared  early  this  season,  with  2370 
in  Chicago  30  Nov  (DFS)  and  1467  at  Mich. 
City  23  Nov  (EMH). 

At  Prairie  Ridge  State  Natural  Area,  IL  59 
Greater  Prairie-Chickens  were  found  27  Nov 
(RES).  The  208  Wild  Turkeys  seen  30  Nov  in 
LaSalle,  IL  (C&JM)  were  notable,  as  were  the 
70  Northern  Bobwhite  at  Goose  Pond  2 Aug 
(DRW  et  al),  the  latter  representing  the  high- 
est-ever  fall  count  in  Indiana  for  this  declin- 
ing species.  Two  Pacific  Loons  were  found 


this  season:  11-24  Nov  at  Carl.  L.  (DMK  et 
al.)  and  26  Nov  at  L.  Shelbyville,  IL  (E'WW). 
An  amazing  find  was  a tight  cluster  of  9 Red- 
throated  Loons  at  Bev.  Sh.  17  Nov  (KJB,  SRB, 
JKC,  LP,  RJP).  For  the  2nd  straight  year,  a 
huge  concentration  of  Horned  Grebes  was 
noted  on  the  Indiana  lakefront,  as  885  were 
tallied  23  Nov  QJM).  Three  Red-necked 
Grebes  were  reported,  including  a juv.  at  Ea- 
gle Cr.  12  Oct-18  Nov  (MC,  LP  et  al).  An 
early  Western  Grebe  was  found  at  Montrose 
17  Oct  (RDH);  another  was  at  Miller  20  Oct 
QAH  et  al.),  and  presumably  the  same  bird  re- 
mained through  at  least  27  Oct  (m.ob.).  Most 
unusual  among  the  five  Eared  Grebe  records 
was  a bird  found  dead  8 Nov  in  downtown 
Chicago  (*FM.N.H.;  C.B.C.M.).  Large  groups 
of  American  White  Pelicans  were  present  in 
Illinois,  with  8000  at  Carl.  L.  13-14  Oct  and 
again  2-4  Nov  (DMK  et  al.).  A Neotropic  Cor- 
morant 22-23  Sep  at  Carl.  L.  OX  KAM,  DMK, 
m.ob.)  was  a good  find,  as  there  are  only  14 
prior  records  for  Illinois. 

HERONS  THROUGH  RAILS 

American  Bitterns  were  reported  in  excellent 
numbers,  exemplified  by  a tally  of  5 at  Goose 
Pond  9 Oct  (LWS).  Single  late  Great  Egrets 
were  seen  in  Hammond  (LP)  and  Bev.  Sh. 
OJM)  17  Nov,  and  2 each  were  at  Horseshoe 
L.,  Madison,  IL  26  Nov  (FRH)  and  Willow 
Slough  EWA.,  IN  28  Nov  QBH).  Both  Little 
Blue  Herons  and  Cattle  Egrets  were  reported 
in  numbers  far  below  their  long-term  aver- 
ages. A Cattle  Egret  seen  20  Oct  at  the  De- 
catur Dredge  Ponds,  Macon,  IL  was  the  latest 
reported  in  Illinois  (TAM,  KAM).  A Plegadis 
ibis  at  the  Dredge  Ponds  beginning  2 Oct  was 
finally  identified  as  a White-faced  20  Oct 
(TAM,  KAM).  There  was  one  report  of  Glossy 
Ibis  from  Illinois  and  single  unidentified  Ple- 
gadis ibis  in  Indiana  at  Pine  Creek  30  Sep 
(EMH),  L.  Lemon,  Brown  19  Oct  (juv.; 
J&SH),  and  at  the  Marion  College  Ecolab, 
Marian  20  Nov  (HS,  JC  et  al).  A group  of  4 
juv.  Wood  Storks  28  Aug-11  Sep  in  Fayette 
(FB,  SB,  m.ob.)  was  the  largest  to  be  seen  in 
Illinois  in  over  40  years. 

One  of  the  Region’s  highest  counts  of  Black 
Vultures  was  of  152  birds  at  Brookville  Res., 
Union,  IN  21  Nov  (’WHB).  A surprise  was  pro- 
vided by  a major  raptor  flight  at  Miller  on  the 
early  date  of  7 Aug.  The  flight  included  71 
Red-tailed  Hawks,  4 Broad-winged  Hawks, 
and  one  imm.  Swainson’s  Hawk,  the  latter 
providing  Indiana’s  first  Aug  record  (KJB, 
JKC).  A nice  flight  of  37  Ospreys  was  record- 
ed at  the  I.B.S.P  hawkwatch  11  Sep  (ED  et 
al.);  singles  6 Nov  at  Greene  Valley  EE,  Du- 
Page, IL  6 Nov  (REF,  KDF)  and  at  Hawthorn 
Mine,  Sullivan,  IN  14  Nov  (DRW)  were  late. 
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Rare  in  Illinois,  two  Purple  Sandpipers  were  photographed  23  November  2007  at 
Waukegan,  Lake  County.  Photograph  by  Eric  Walters. 


Observers  at  the  I.B.S.P.  hawkwatch  also  spot- 
ted 2 Mississippi  Kites  this  season,  the  first  14 
Sep  (ED,  tPWS,  m.ob.),  and  the  2nd,  an  ad. 
female,  on  the  incredibly  late  dates  of  3 (ph. 
SJH,  m.ob.)  & 4 Nov  (PWS,  ph.  VB),  The  to- 
tal of  917  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  10  Oct  pro- 
vided a single-day  record  for  the  I.B.S.P. 
hawkwatch  (VB  et  al.).  A Swainson’s  Hawk  15 
Sep  in  Rockford,  IL  (DTW)  was  notable  for 
being  away  from  the  Kane/McHenry  breeding 
territories;  singles  were  also  recorded  at  the 
I.B.S.P.  hawkwatch  14  Sep  (PWS  et  al.)  and  9 
Oct  (TM  et  al).  Rough-legged  Hawks  ap- 
peared in  numbers  well  above  average,  exem- 
plified by  14  tallied  in  Sullivan,  IN  29  Nov 
(LWS).  An  early  Merlin  photographed  at  Pine 
Creek  19  Aug  (EMH)  was  a harbinger  of  a 
strong  flight;  an  incredible  708  moved  past 
the  I.B.S.P.  hawkwatch  9 Oct  (TM  et  al.). 
Prairie  Falcons  staged  a mini-invasion,  with 
sightings  31  Aug  in  McHenry,  IL  (tCSF),  6 
Oct  in  Kane,  IL  (tKS),  3 Nov  at  the  I.B.S.P 
hawkwatch  (ph.  SJH,  ph.  VB,  m.ob.),  and  7 
Nov  at  Hawthorn  Mine,  Sullivan,  IN  (DRW, 
LWS,  BE).  The  latter,  a juv.  that  represented 
Indiana’s  first  fall  record,  was  photographed  8 
Nov  (PBG)  and  remained  through  30  Nov+. 
There  were  three  Yellow  Rail  reports  from 
each  state  involving  8 birds,  including  a late 
bird  at  Goose  Pond  6 Nov  (LWS). 

SHOREBIRDS 

Illinois’s  first  confirmed  Wilson’s  Plover  co- 
operatively remained  at  Chicago’s  Rainbow 
Park  1-8  Aug  (ph.  PD,  TK,  m.ob.);  records  of 
this  species  n.  and  nw.  of  breeding  range  have 
increased  distinctly  in  recent  years.  Part  of  an 
excellent  flight  of  Piping  Plovers,  an  unband- 
ed juv.  was  at  L.  Monroe  25  Aug  (GP,  ph.  JID), 
and  at  least  2 unbanded  juvs.  were  at  another 
site  on  L.  Monroe  7-9  Sep  (DRW,  J&SH  et  al.). 
A banded  juv.  at  Miller  9-10  Aug  (LP,  MT, 
KJB)  was  the  first  of  5 Pipings  found  there 
throughout  the  season;  4 were  reported  from 


Illinois.  An  excellent  flight 
of  American  Avocets  was 
highlighted  by  a peak  of  36 
at  Chicago’s  Calumet  Park 
20  Oct  (WJM),  a record- 
high  fall  count  for  Illinois. 
At  Goose  Pond,  a tally  of  84 
Greater  Yellowlegs  24  Oct 
(LWS)  provided  Indiana’s 
highest  ever  fall  count,  and 
91  Willets  seen  1 Aug  at 
Montrose  QHP  et  al.)  pro- 
vided the  highest  fall  count 
of  this  species  in  Illinois  in 
10  years.  It  was  a banner 
season  for  Whimbrels: 
among  the  15  reported 
along  Illinois’s  lakefront,  the  peak  tally  was  of 
6 at  Montrose  24  Aug  (GAW),  and  10  birds 
were  seen  at  Miller  between  23  Aug  and  8 Sep 


A fourth  for  the  state,  this  Glaucous-winged  Gull  at  Carlyle 
Lake,  Clinton  County,  Illinois  was  present  from  8-14  Sep- 
tember and  again  23  (here  25)  November  2007  through  at 
least  18  February  2008.  Photograph  by  Eric  Walters. 

(KJB,  MT,  RH,  JK  et  al).  Indiana’s  first  Hud- 
sonian  Godwit  since  May  2005  and  its  first 
fall  bird  since  2003  was  at  Miller  7 Sep 
(AWB).  Two  Marbled  Godwits  were  reported 
from  Illinois,  and  Indiana’s  first  fall  bird  away 
from  the  lakefront  since  1998  was  at  Pine 
Creek  15-16  Aug  QBD  et  al.). 

A total  of  12  Red  Knots  was  reported  in  the 
Region,  an  anomalous  datum  in  the  downward 
trend  of  this  species.  A single  was  at  Miller  23 
Aug  (KJB),  and  3 juvs.  were  there  25  Aug  0JM> 
JKC,  RJP,  KJB);  3 were  also  in  Lake,  IL  25  Aug 
(DTW).  A fine  count  of  27  Ruddy  Turnstones 
was  made  at  Miller  8 Sep  (MT,  JKC,  KJB  et  al), 
and,  remarkably,  an  alternate-plumaged  bird 
was  at  the  Hammond  Sanctuary  25  Nov  OJM, 
JKC).  Of  note,  4 inland  turnstones  were 
recorded,  including  at  Eagle  Cr.  7 Aug  (ER),  at 
Brookville  Res.,  Union,  IN  26  QyS,  JB)  & 30 
Aug  (WHB),  and  in  Elkhart,  IN  20  Sep  (RH). 
Two  late  Sanderlings  were  noted  24  Nov  in 


Waukegan,  IL  (ph.  SJH,  AES),  and  a late  ad. 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  was  photographed 
at  Brookville  Res.,  Union,  IN  28  Oct  (WHB, 
DR).  Highlighting  a record  fall  flight  of  Baird’s 
Sandpipers  was  a high  count  of  24  at  Pine 
Creek  21  Sep  QbD  et  al.).  Late  calidrids  in- 
cluded 3 Semipalmated  Sandpipers  4 Nov  in 
DuPage,  IL  (WJM,  DK),  a Pectoral  Sandpiper 

13  Nov  in  Cook  (WJM,  WSS,  SF),  and  2 Pec- 
torals on  L.  Monroe,  Monroe,  IN  30  Nov 
(DRW).  Two  Purple  Sandpipers  were  in 
Waukegan,  IL  23  Nov  (ph.  EWW).  The  earli- 
est-ever  juv.  Long-billed  Dowitcher  in  Indiana 
was  carefully  documented  at  Goose  Pond  4 
Sep  (LWS).  A Reeve  (p.a.)  was  present  on  sod 
farms  in  Kane,  IL  29-30  Aug  (ES,  tREF,  KDF). 
Having  become  quite  rare  on  the  Indiana  lake- 
front,  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at  Miller  2 Aug 
QKC;  juv),  at  Forsythe  Park  in  Hammond  24 
Aug  (CAM),  and  at  Miller  28  Aug  (MT)  were 
noteworthy.  An  excellent  total  of  11  Red- 
necked Phalaropes  was  reported  in  the  Region, 
and  Red  Phalarope  sightings  included  birds  at 
Carl.  L.  1 (DMK  et  al.)  & 10  Sep  (KAM),  in 
Marion,  IL  (EWW)  23  Sep,  and  a tardy  indi- 
vidual at  Miller  22  Nov  OK,  BKB,  PBG). 

GULLS  THOUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

First-cycle  Little  Gulls  were  reported  at  Miller 
22  Oct  (LP),  at  Mississinewa  Res.,  Wabash,  IN 
18  Nov  OJM).  and  at  L.  Monroe,  Monroe,  IN 
20  Nov  (DRW);  2 ads.  were  at  Carl.  L.  22  Nov, 
with  one  staying  through  26  Nov  (BR,  ph. 
DMK,  m.ob.).  Ad.  California  Gulls  were  at  In- 
dependence Grove  EE,  Lake,  IL  17  Nov  (ph. 
RDH)  and  at  Winthrop  Harbor,  IL  24  Nov 
(ph.  RDH).  The  high  count  of  Thayer’s  Gulls 
this  fall  was  7 at  Winthrop  Harbor,  IL  23  Nov 
(SJH).  A juv.  Great  Black-backed  Gull  in 
Spencer  4 Sep  (DA)  was  only  the  3rd  ever  re- 
ported in  s.  Indiana.  An  outstanding  find  was 
an  ad.  Glaucous-winged  Gull  at  Carl.  L.  8 Sep 
(MS,  ph.  DMK,  m.ob.)  that  remained  through 

14  Sep  and  was  present  again  23  Nov-^  (DMK, 


Observers  at  the  Illinois  Beach  Hawkwatch  spotted  a re- 
markably late  and  extralimital  Mississippi  Kite  on  3 Novem- 
ber 2007.  The  bird  settled  in  for  the  night  nearby  and  was 
noted  again  on  4 November,  when  this  photograph  was 
taken.  Photograph  by  Vic  Berardi. 
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Several  sightings  of  Prairie  Falcons  occurred  In  Illinois  and 
Indiana  this  fall,  including  this  individual  that  passed  the 
Illinois  Beach  Hawkwatch  3 November  2007.  Photograph  by 
Steven  I Huggins. 

MS,  m.ob.).  Sabine’s  Gull  reports  included  a 
flyby  at  Miller  15  Sep  (DG,  LP),  a juv.  at 
Brookville  Res.,  Union,  IN  4 Oct  (WHB),  4 at 
Miller  11  Oct  (MX,  JK  et  al.),  a juv.  at  Miller 

22  Oct  (LP),  and  3 juvs.  at  Carl.  L.  22  Sep-6 
Oct  (KAM,  DMK,  m.ob.). 

The  Common  Tern  Bight  was  very  poor, 
the  highest  tally  consisting  of  311  at  Miller  8 
Sep  QKC,  RH,  LP,  KJB).  For  the  2nd  consecu- 
tive year,  a Least  Tern  appeared  at  Miller,  this 
one  on  23  Aug  (KJB).  An  all-time  high  of 
1265  Black  Terns  was  recorded  at  Miller  25 
Aug  OKC,  EMH,JJM,  RT,  KJB),  and  the  esti- 
mated 400  at  Carl.  L.  10  Sep  (DMK,  RES) 
formed  Illinois’s  largest  fall  assemblage  since 
1993.  An  Arctic  Tern  (p.a.)  was  present  at 
Carl.  L.  8-9  Sep  (ERH,  ph.  MTh).  It  was  an  av- 
erage fall  for  jaegers  along  the  lakefront.  Of 

23  Parasitics  reported,  the  high  count  consist- 
ed of  7 birds  at  Miller  8 Sep  (MT,  BJG,  JK, 
BKB).  The  only  inland  birds  consisted  of  2 
juvs.  at  Carl.  L.  8-12  Sep  (DMK,  KAM  et  al.). 
Long-tailed  Jaegers  were  at  Miller  30  Aug 
(KJB,  AS,  JG  et  al.)  and  15  Sep  (DG,  LP),  plus 
a juv.  at  Carl.  L.  6-7  Oct  (DMK,  KAM  et  al.). 

Two  record-high  tallies  of  Eurasian  Col- 
lared-Doves  in  Illinois  and  one  high  count  in 
Indiana  indicate  the  growth  of  the  population 
in  the  Region.  Single  Barn  Owls  were  found  in 
Wayne,  IL  5 Aug  (RES,  CLH),  in  CImton,  IL  26 
Aug-22  Sep  (DMK  et  al.),  in  e.  Monroe,  IN  8 
Nov  (KR),  and  in  Clinton,  IL  10  Nov  (DMK;  a 
dead  bird).  A Snowy  Owl  was  seen  at  Greene 
Valley  Eorest  Preserve,  DuPage,  IL  14  Nov 
(REF,  KDF),  and  another  was  at  Montrose  26- 
27  Nov  (KH  et  al).  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls 
staged  a major  incursion  into  the  Region,  as 
more  than  440  birds  were  banded  at  Indiana 
stations  in  Brown  (RAB)  and  Greene  OGw).  A 
decent  Bight  of  Common  Nighthawks  oc- 
curred, highlighted  by  1347  in  Kankakee,  IL 
OBH).  Six  Ruby-throated  Elummingbirds 


were  recorded  in  Indiana  into  Nov,  and  3 Ru- 
fous Hummingbirds,  all  ad.  females,  were 
identified,  including  2 in  Morgan  that  re- 
mained through  30  Nov+  (DG,  CH). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

The  highlights  among  Bycatchers  were  a 
Western  Kingbird  at  Miller  1 1 Aug  OKC,  RJP, 
RH,  BH)  and  a Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  in 
Clinton,  IL  14-20  Oct  (ph.  DMK  et  al.).  An  ex- 
cellent tally  for  Bell’s  Vireos  was  of  9 birds  at 
Hawthorn  Mine,  Sullivan,  IN  17  Aug  (DRW). 
A late  Warbling  Vireo  was  at  Fort  Harrison 
S.P  in  Indianapolis  7 Oct  (DG). 

Corvids  provided  some  excitement  in  ne. 
Illinois  this  fall  as  Illinois’s  2nd  Clark’s  Nut- 
cracker was  observed  at  LB. S.P.  3-7  Nov  (ph. 
EWW,  m.ob.).  Another  unexpected 
find  was  a Byby  raven  at  the  LB. S.P.  ; ‘ 

hawkwatch  13  Oct  (ph.,  tSJH, 
m.ob.)  that  was  identified  as  a Com- 
mon Raven  (p.a.).  Northern 
Shrikes  made  a record  showing  this 
fall.  One  at  Miller  13  Oct  QKC, 

JJM)  provided  Indiana’s  2nd  earliest 
fall  record,  while  the  first  for  Illinois 
was  20  Oct  at  LB. S.P.  (DBJ).  North- 
ern Shrikes  were  found  at  16  differ- 
ent sites  in  Indiana  and  at  an  in- 
credible 66  in  Illinois!  Swallows 
were  reported  in  average  numbers 
this  season  across  the  Region.  A 
particularly  high  count  of  1000 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  was  made 
at  L.  Gibson,  Gibson,  IN  19  Aug  (G&LB),  ty- 
ing Indiana’s  high  count  for  the  species. 

It  was  a banner  year  for  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches,  with  more  than  double  Indiana’s 
previous  fall  maximum  reported.  At  Dunes, 
37  were  tallied  in  a longshore  Bight  6 Oct 
(BJG),  and  at  LB. S.P,  37  were  tallied  10  Nov 


Indiana's  first  documented  fall  Prairie  Falcon,  a juvenile  seen 
in  Sullivan  County,  was  captured  in  this  remarkable  photo- 
graph 8 November  2007.  Photograph  by  Peter  B.  Grube. 


(DTW),  representing  the  2nd  highest  fall 
count  in  Illinois  in  over  15  years.  The  20 
Brown  Creepers  found  in  downtown  Chicago 
22  Oct  (C.B.C.M.)  provided  a notable  high 
count.  A record  daily  count  of  94  Sedge 
Wrens  at  Goose  Pond  7 Aug  (LWS)  almost 
doubled  the  previous  Indiana  high  of  50.  Also 
noteworthy  was  a tally  of  200  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglets  at  Dunes  11  Oct  (BJG). 

Thrushes  made  an  impressive  showing, 
with  highlights  including  several  Townsend’s 
Solitaires.  One  at  Dunes  10  Nov  (BJG)  was 
subsequently  seen  by  many  observers,  and 
presumably  this  same  bird  was  joined  by  an- 
other 25  Nov  OJM.  JKC).  Illinois’s  8th 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  in  the  last  15  years  was  at 
Johnson-Sauk  Trail  S.P  19  Nov  (ph.  EWW). 


Indiana’s  2nd  highest  daily  tally  of  Hermit 
Thrushes,  100,  was  logged  at  Dunes  11  Oct 
(BJG),  and  an  excellent  Bight  of  244  Swain- 
son’s  Thrushes  was  noted  26  Sep  in  Kanka- 
kee, IL  OBH).  A spectacular  roost  consisting 
of  11,450  American  Robins  was  discovered  at 
Fort  Harrison  S.P.  in  Indianapolis  29  Sep 
(DG).  A waxwing  flock  at  Dunes  24  Nov  con- 
tained at  least  one  Bohemian  Waxwing  (BJG, 
DG).  Perhaps  this  same  bird  was  seen  just  w. 
of  this  site  at  Johnson  Beach  25  Nov  OJM^ 
JKC).  On  26  Nov,  several  birders  again  saw 
the  Bohemian,  which  represented  the  first 
state  record  since  1997.  A field  trip  to  Pyra- 
mid S.P.  organized  by  the  Illinois  Ornitholog- 
ical Society  with  the  expressed  purpose  of 
searching  for  the  very  scarce  Sprague’s  Pipit 
discovered  2 there  10  Nov  (DMK,  m.ob.). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

With  a couple  of  exceptions,  warblers  had  a 
good  flight  within  the  Region.  A fine  count  of 
5 Golden-winged  Warblers  was  made  in  Gib- 
son, IN  2 Sep  (G&LB).  A remarkably  early 
Nashville  Warbler  was  seen  at  Eagle  Cr.  1 Aug 
(ER),  advancing  the  early  record  date  by  more 
than  two  weeks.  A Chestnut-sided  Warbler  in 
Urbana,  IL  16-24  Nov  (GSL)  provided  the  lat- 


The  second  for  Illinois,  this  Clark's  Nutcracker  was  present  3 (here)  through 
6 November  2007  at  Illinois  Beach  State  Park,  Lake  County.  Photograph  by 
Eric  Walters. 


74 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


This  juvenile  Northern  Shrike  that  was  at  Muscatatuck  Na- 
tional Wildife  Refuge  near  Seymour,  Indiana  on  4 Novem- 
ber 2007  was  part  of  a Regionwide  invasion  of  the  species. 
Photograph  by  Dan  Kaiser. 

est  date  on  record  for  the  Region.  An  excep- 
tional tally  of  57  Cape  May  Warblers  was 
made  24  Sep  in  Chicago’s  Grant  Park  (DFS), 
In  Hamilton,  IN,  an  ad.  male  Black-throated 
Green  Warbler  5 Nov  (LW  fide  LP)  was  late, 
while  a Blackburnian  Warbler  at  Cool  Creek 
Park  4 Aug  (GLC)  was  very  early.  A Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  27  Sep  at  L.  Springfield,  IL 
(KAM)  was  tardy,  as  was  a Pine  Warbler  11 
Nov  in  nw.  Cook,  IL  (ph.  JBr).  Only  4 
Cerulean  Warblers  were  reported  in  the  Re- 
gion, including  a late  bird  in  Vincennes,  IN  13 
Sep  (G&LB).  A Northern  Waterthrush  that 
stopped  in  Chicago’s  Lincoln  Park  16  Nov  re- 
mained through  30  Nov+  (ph.  GN).  At  Carl. 
L.,  a Kentucky  Warbler  found  30  Sep  (DMK, 
MS)  was  late,  a Connecticut  Warbler  salvaged 
in  Chicago  18  Oct  (*EM.N.H.;  C.B.C.M.)  was 
the  2nd  latest  on  record  for  Illinois,  and  a 
count  of  60  Common  Yellowthroats  7 Oct 
(DMK,  MS)  was  Illinois’s  2nd  highest  in  the 
last  10  years.  Wilson’s  Warblers  10  Oct  in 
Chicago’s  Jackson  Park  (PRC)  and  Lincoln 
Park  (GAW)  were  late  for  n.  Illinois. 

Of  the  fine  total  of  17  Clay-colored  Spar- 
rows reported  in  the  Region,  3 were  seen  in  In- 
diana lakefront  traps  22  Sep:  2 at  Hammond 
Sanctuary  RJP)  arid  the  other  at  Whiting 
Park  OJM)-  Savannah  Sparrows  were  reported 
in  excellent  numbers,  thanks  to  a couple  of 
triple-digit  counts  at  Goose  Pond.  Boosting  the 
fine  fall  total  of  Henslow’s  Sparrows  was  a 
count  of  29  at  Goose  Pond  7 Aug  (LWS).  A 
Vesper  Sparrow  seen  21  Nov  in  Lawrence,  IL 
(CLH)  was  late.  Two  Grasshopper  Sparrows 
noted  6 Oct  in  Marion,  IL  (KAM,  DMK  et  al.) 
were  noteworthy,  as  were  7 Le  Conte’s  Spar- 
rows at  Carl.  L.  20  Oct  (DMK,  MS).  A first-year 
Harris’s  Sparrow  was  at  the  Brock  feeder  in 


Chesterton,  IN  15  Oct  (KJB),  3 were  in  Rock  Is- 
land, IL  22  Oct  (SMF),  and  one  was  at  Dunes 
10  Nov  QKC,  BB,  m.ob.).  Unusual  was  a Gam- 
bel’s  White-crowned  Sparrow  12  Oct  at  Mon- 
trose (RDH).  At  several  Indiana  lakefront  loca- 
tions on  11  Oct,  B.  j.  Grube  tallied  a record-ty- 
ing 500  White-crowned  Sparrows  and  a record 
2000  Dark-eyed  Juncos.  The  fall  migration  of 
Smith’s  Longspurs  through  Illinois  typically  is 
hardly  detected,  with  fewer  than  5 birds  noted 
in  the  average  year.  Thus,  the  count  of  47  in 
Clinton  24  Nov  (DMK)  was  outstanding,  more 
than  doubling  Illinois’s  previous  high  fall 
count.  Late  Blue  Grosbeaks  included  a singing 
male  at  Miller  29  Aug  (EMH)  and  a female 
near  the  Wayne/Richland,  IL  line  12  Oct 
(CLH).  Indiana’s  best  fall  flight  of  Orchard  Ori- 
oles in  25  years  was  highlighted  by  a tally  of  5 
at  L.  Monroe  2 Aug  O&SH  et  al).  A female 
Great-tailed  Grackle  22  Nov  in  Clinton  (DMK) 
represented  the  9th  record  for  Illinois  (p.a.). 

The  flight  of  winter  finches  was  very 
strong.  Purple  Finches  arrived  in  Illinois  pri- 
or to  Aug,  and  the  count  of  133  at  I.B.S.P.  9 
Oct  (EWW)  was  the  highest  fall  total  on 
record  for  Illinois.  The  peak  count  of  Red 
Crossbills  at  I.B.S.P.  from  early  Nov-i-  was  76 
on  10  Nov  (AFS,  WSS,  DTW),  while  a group 
of  5 was  at  Miller  25  Oct  (PBG).  The  first  fall 
record  of  White-winged  Crossbill  in  the 
Dunes  area  since  1999  was  furnished  by  an 
ad,  male  at  Ogden  Dunes  2 Nov  (MBk,  PBG). 
Ten  White-winged  Crossbills  in  Galesburg,  IL 


Part  of  a widespread  invasion  of  winter  finches,  this  Red 
Crossbill  was  photographed  25  October  2007  at  Miller  Beach 
along  the  Indiana  lakefront.  Photograph  by  Peter  B.  Grube. 


4 Nov  (DJM)  were  unexpected.  A 25  Oct 
Common  Redpoll  at  Miller  (JKC)  tied  the  ear- 
liest Indiana  arrival  date  for  the  species.  The 
Indiana  total  of  299  reported  birds,  more  than 
double  the  previous  high  count,  was  high- 
lighted by  a tally  of  68  at  Dunes  25  Nov  OJM); 
the  Illinois  maximum  was  7 at  Montrose  13 
Nov  (RDH)  and  at  Chicago’s  Northerly  Island 
18  Nov  (SJH).  An  early  Pine  Siskin  was  in 
Bloomington,  IN  15  Aug  (DRW)  and,  for  the 
season,  more  than  1800  siskins  were  report- 
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ed,  the  highest  fall  total  ever  for  Indiana. 
Evening  Grosbeaks  showing  up  at  feeders  in 
Indiana  included  3 in  St.  Joseph  24  Oct 
(B&JS),  2 in  Unionville,  Monroe  4 Nov  QF 
J&SH,  P&JK),  another  in  Bloomington  12 
Nov  (DRW),  and  one  in  Tippecanoe  17  Nov 
(DZA).  One  was  reported  in  Galesburg,  IL  12- 
13  Nov  (JS,  m.ob.). 

Contributors  cited  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Delano  Z.  Arvin,  David  Ayer,  Susan 
R.  Bagby,  Erancis  Baldwin,  Michael  Becker 
(MBk),  Joseph  Bens,  Vic  Berardi,  Richard  & 
Sigurd  Bjorklund,  Sandy  Britt,  Joan  Bruchman 
QBr),  Gary  & Lisa  Bowman,  Ross  A.  Brittain, 
Kenneth  J.  Brock  (Indiana),  Alan  W.  Bruner, 
Brad  Bumgardner,  William  H.  Buskirk,  Byron 
K.  Butler,  Maggie  Butler,  John  K.  Cassady, 
Gordon  L.  Chastain,  Michael  Clay,  Paul  R. 
Clyne,  James  Cole,  Eric  Delbecq,  Alfred  G. 
Dierkes,  Paul  Doughty,  Jerry  I.  Downs,  John  B. 
Dunning,  Steven  M.  Freed,  Brad  Feaster,  Car- 
olyn S.  Fields,  Karen  D.  Fisher,  Robert  E.  Eish- 
er,  Sue  Friscia,  Jean  Furlong,  Doug  Gerbracht 
(DGt),  Don  Gorney  Joel  Greenberg,  Brendan 
J.  Grube,  Peter  B.  Grube,  Jess  Gwinn  QGw), 
C.  Leroy  Harrison,  James  A.  Haw,  James  & Su- 
san Hengeveld,  Jed  B.  Hertz,  Kanae 
Hirabayashi,  Frank  R.  Holmes,  Edward  M. 
Hopkins,  Steven  J.  Huggins,  Robert  D.  Hugh- 
es, Brigid  Huguenard,  Robert  Huguenard, 
Cathie  Hutcheson,  David  B.  Johnson,  Denis 
Kania,  Dan  M.  Kassebaum,  Phil  & Joann  Kel- 
ly, Tom  Kelly,  John  Kendall,  Gregory  S.  Lam- 
beth, Travis  A.  Mahan,  Walter  J.  Marcisz,  Car- 
olyn A.  Marsh,  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy,  Cindy  &John 
McKee,  Keith  A.  McMullen,  D.  James  Moun- 
tjoy,  Tom  Mulcahy,  Greg  Neise,  Randy  J.  Pals, 
Larry  Peavler,  Gene  Perkins,  John  H.  Purcell, 
Keegan  Ramey,  Eric  Ripma,  Bill  Rudden, 
David  Russell,  Ken  Schneider,  Joan  Schooley, 
Eric  Seeker,  Mark  Seiffert,  Wesley  S.  Serafin, 
Holly  Settles,  Robert  E.  Shelby,  Andy  Sigler, 
John  Skene  QSk),  Bill  & Jim  Spier,  Jay  Stenger 
OyS),  Lee  W.  Sterrenburg,  Alan  E Stokie,  Dou- 
glas E Stotz  (Illinois),  Paul  W.  Sweet,  Michael 
Thelen  (MTh),  Michael  Topp,  Ray  Troyer,  Jen- 
ny Vogt,  Eric  W.  Walters,  Leslie  Warner,  Don- 
ald R.  Whitehead,  Daniel  T.  Williams,  and  Ge- 
offrey A.  Williamson.  Many  others  submitted 
observations  but  could  not  be  personally  ac- 
knowledged; all  have  our  thanks  for  their  con- 
tributions. o 
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Western  Great  Lakes 


Most  of  the  Region  experienced 
above-normal  temperatures  until 
November.  Drought  finally  eased  in 
northeastern  Minnesota  but  continued  in 
northern  Wisconsin,  while  southern  Wiscon- 
sin experienced  record  rainfall.  Each  state  had 
its  share  of  rarities,  but  the  Green-breasted 
Mango  in  southern  Wisconsin  took  the  cake! 

Abbreviations:  Agassiz  (Agassiz  N.W.R.,  Mar- 
shall, MN);  M.B.R.C.  (Michigan  B.R.C.); 
Muskegon  (Muskegon  Wastewater  System, 
Muskegon,  Ml);  North  Shore  (North  Shore  of 
L.  Superior,  ne.  MN);  Pte.  Mouillee  (Pointe 
Mouillee  State  Game  Area,  Monroe,  Ml); 
South  Heron  L.  (Jackson,  MN);  Whitefish  Pt. 
(Whitefish  Point  B.O.,  Chippewa,  MI). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
FRIGATEBIRDS 

The  appearance  of  a Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Duck  in  an  urban  park  in  Hennepin  28-30  Oct 
(p.a.,  JPi,  JR)  raised  questions  of  provenance, 
but  many  were  found  well  n.  of  typical  range 
this  autumn.  Ross’s  Geese  arrived  in  six  Min- 


Artfully  photographed  on  the  third  day  was  this  Black-bel- 
lied Whistling-Duck  in  Hennepin,  Minnesota  28-30  October 
2007.  Photograph  by  Nathan  Lovas. 


nesota  and  nine  Wisconsin  counties;  2 in 
Iosco  26  Oct  (RE)  and  one  in  Wayne  30  Nov 
(WGP)  will  be  reviewed.  In  Wisconsin,  about 
70,000  Canvasbacks  congregated  in  Crawford 
11  Nov  (BD).  A King  Eider  was  videotaped  on 
Eeech  E.,  MN  28  Nov  (acc.,  BW,  DY).  All 
three  states  reported  at  least  2 Harlequin 
Ducks;  most  unusual  was  a summering  fe- 
male in  Sheboygan,  W1  though  3 Nov  (DB). 
Numbers  of  “sea  ducks”  rebounded  at  White- 
fish  Pt.,  where  seasonal  totals  of  2854  Surf 
Scoters,  4788  White-winged  Scoters,  and 
21,984  Long-tailed  Ducks  were  up  from  last 
fall.  Wisconsin  reported  Surf  Scoters  in  13 
counties,  including  60  in  Ozaukee  27  Oct 
(DT),  White-wingeds  in  12  counties,  includ- 
ing 30  in  Ozaukee  on  the  same  date  (DT),  and 
Black  Scoters  in  11  counties.  Minnesota 
chimed  in  with  high  counts  of  21  Surfs  at  Du- 
luth 8 Oct  (KJB),  72  White-wingeds  at  the  Su- 
perior Entry  21  Oct  (PHS),  and  58  Blacks  at 
Mille  Lacs  L.  21  Oct  (AXH).  Carefully  identi- 
fied were  a male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  in  tran- 
sitional plumage  at  Duluth,  MN  6-7  Oct 
(KRE,  ph.  JWL,  ph.  PHS)  and  a female  at  Bay- 
field,  W1  30  Nov  (ph.  EB).  More  than  dou- 
bling last  year’s  high  count  were  13,580  Rud- 
dy Ducks  at  Muskegon  24  Oct  OPo), 

Also  more  than  doubling  last  fall’s  census 
was  a total  of  402  Red-throated  Loons  at 
Whitefish  Pt.  (peak  of  48,  20-21  Sep).  A 
record-early  ad.  Red-throated  Loon  in  alter- 
nate plumage  was  at  Duluth,  MN  23-26  Aug 
(KJB,  PHS).  Normally  a very  rare  fall  migrant 
in  Minnesota,  at  least  3 more  Red-throateds 
transited  Duluth,  and  one  was  on  Mille  Lacs 
L.  3 Nov  (AS).  Wisconsin  had  only  two  re- 
ports, its  fewest  in  decades.  Single  Pacific 
Loons  at  Whitefish  Pt.  25  Sep,  28  Sep,  and  9 
Oct  will  be  reviewed.  Pacific  Loons  in  seven 
Wisconsin  counties  almost  equaled  last  fall’s 
total.  Only  3 were  found  in  Minnesota,  but  2 
of  these  were  away  from  L.  Superior,  includ- 
ing a county  first  in  Steams  27-30  Oct  (PCC, 
m.ob.).  Continuing  the  theme  of  higher 
counts  for  waterbirds  at  Whitefish  Pt.  was  a 
total  of  3130  Common  Loons  (peak  of  418,  7 
Oct)  and  15,462  Red-necked  Grebes  (peak  of 
3686,  29  Aug).  Two  Eared  Grebes  visited 
Muskegon  29  Oct  (BJ).  Wisconsin  reported 
Western  Grebes  in  Manitowoc  3 Aug  (MK), 
Crawford  11  Nov  (BD),  and  5 in  Dane  18  Nov 
(ME).  A female  Magnificent  Frigatebird 
found  by  Dinsmore  and  Gilliam  at  Spirit  L., 
Iowa  2 Sep  soared  across  the  state  line  and 
furnished  Minnesota’s  first  unequivocal 
record  of  this  species  (SJD,  JG,  ET).  Providing 
Wisconsin’s  3rd  record  was  a male  Magnifi- 
cent Frigatebird  off  Washington  I.,  Door  19 
Oct  (ph.  JY).  There  was  no  clear  connection 
to  tropical  disturbances  with  either  record. 


HERONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Minnesota  reported  ad.  Little  Blue  Herons  in 
Scott  15  Aug  (RMD)  and  Swift  24  Aug  (BU). 
For  the  first  time  since  1984,  Michigan  had 
no  Little  Blue  Herons  all  year.  Noteworthy 
Cattle  Egrets  included  6 in  Lake,  MN  30  Oct 
(Jide  J’WL)  and  a very  late  bird  in  Bayfield,  WI 
13  Nov  (RSB).  Summer’s  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  in  Manitowoc,  Wl  lingered 
through  18  Aug  (CS).  Rarely  found  in  fall,  a 
juv.  Yellow-crowned  visited  Hennepin,  MN  17 
Sep-6  Oct  (DD,  ph.  BAF,  m.ob.).  Prestby  pho- 
tographed an  ad.  White-faced  Ibis  at  Horicon 
22  Oct  (TP,  m.ob.).  Unidentified  Plegadis  ibis 
were  found  in  several  w.  Minnesota  locations 
again  this  fall;  easterly  and  late  were  singles  in 
Houston  26-31  Oct  (FZL  et  al.)  and  Brown  1 
Nov  (BTS).  In  Michigan,  a Black  Vulture 
roosted  with  Turkey  Vultures  in  Berrien  4-6 
Sep  (AV,  ph.  AM,  ph  MHy,  m.ob.),  and  anoth- 
er visited  Presque  Isle  14  Sep  (p.a.,  JP). 

A White-tailed  Kite  reportedly  flew  within 
30  feet  of  Heidi  Hughes  in  Pepin,  WI  4 Oct. 
Record  high  at  Southeast  Michigan  Raptor 
Research,  Wayne  was  a total  of  254  Bald  Ea- 
gles, but  Northern  Goshawk  and  Rough- 
legged Hawk  totals  were  very  low.  The  total  of 
62,154  raptors  at  Hawk  Ridge  was  -31%  be- 
low the  1991-2006  average.  A record-high 
count  of  554  Merlins  passed  the  Concordia 
University  Hawkwatch,  Ozaukee,  Wl  9 Oct 
(BC).  A Prairie  Falcon  visited  Steams,  MN  16 
Sep  QE).  Record  late  for  Wisconsin  was  a Yel- 
low Rail  in  Fond  du  Lac  27  Oct  (p.a.,  DSc). 
Wisconsin’s  only  King  Rail  was  in  Dodge  14 
Aug  (TP).  Good  numbers  of  Sandhill  Cranes 
were  found  in  several  Michigan  locations,  in- 
cluding a record-high  count  of  8528  at  the 
Baker/Kiwanis  Sanctuary  2 Nov  (RE). 

SHOREBIRDS 

Wisconsin  had  single  Piping  Plovers  in  Mil- 
waukee 3 Aug  01)  and  Sheboygan  through  17 
Aug  (CS),  while  Minnesota  had  only  one  in 
Traverse  6 Aug  (BU).  Wisconsin  reported  only 
one  American  Avocet  in  Milwaukee  19-20  Oct 
(BH).  In  contrast,  Minnesota  and  Michigan  re- 
ported maxima  of  24  in  Big  Stone  17  Aug 
(PHS)  and  13  in  Berrien  22  Sep  OS),  respec- 
tively. Michigan  also  had  2 avocets  at  Pt. 
Mouillee  4 Aug,  with  one  still  present  3 Sep 
(AMB).  Record  high  for  Minnesota  was  61 
Spotted  Sandpipers  at  Murphy-Hanrehan  2 
Aug  (BAF).  A total  of  180  Greater  Yellowlegs 
at  Agassiz  18  Aug  (PHS,  JMJ)  established  Min- 
nesota’s 2nd  highest  count.  Lesser  Yellowlegs 
peaked  at  1676  at  Agassiz  3 Aug  (PHS,  JMJ) 
and  1659  at  South  Heron  L.  5 Aug  (KJB). 

A Whimbrel  in  Hennepin  8 Aug  (HT,  DWK, 
SW)  was  the  first  for  that  intensively  surveyed 
Minnesota  county.  Whimbrels  were  unusually 
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Providing  only  the  sixth  documented  record  for  Minnesota  was  this  juvenile  Western  Sandpiper  at  Sleepy  Eye,  Brown  County 
29-30  (here  30)  September  2007.  Photograph  by  Kim  R.  Eckert. 


numerous  at  Whitefish  Pt.  20  Aug-9  Sep. 
Though  not  without  precedent,  an  astonishing 
79  Hudsonian  Godwits  in  two  flocks  passed 
Whiteflsh  Pt.  22  Aug  (CG).  Ten  Hudsonians 
visited  Agassiz  24  Aug  (PHS).  Michigan  re- 
ported a Marbled  Godwit  in  Iosco  1 1 Aug  and 
3 at  Whitefish  Pt.  Wisconsin  had  one  in  Dodge 
2 Aug  (TP)  and  15  in  Bayfield  11  Aug  (TO). 

Normally  a very  rare  fall  migrant,  one  or  2 
Red  Knots  transited  seven  Minnesota  and  two 
Wisconsin  locations.  Semipalmated  Sand- 
pipers peaked  at  1256  at  South  Heron  L,  6 Aug 
(KJB).  Western  Sandpiper  was  found  in  all 
three  states,  beginning  with  2 ads.  at  Pt. 
Mouillee  6 Aug  (p.a.,  WGP)  and  ending  with 
a juv.  in  Brown,  MN  29-30  Sep  (ph.  BTS, 
m.ob.).  Wisconsin  had  three  reports,  includ- 
ing in  Bayfield  6 Sep  (ph.  RSB).  Back  in  Min- 
nesota, peak  counts  included  1132  Least 
Sandpipers  at  Agassiz  11  Aug  (PCC.JMJ),  183 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  in  Traverse  3 Sep  (BU),  and 
1188  Pectoral  Sandpipers  at  South  Heron  L.  5 
Aug  (KJB).  In  contrast  to  last  fall’s  influx.  Pur- 
ple Sandpiper  numbers  were  normal  in  Michi- 
gan, and  only  one  was  found  in  Wisconsin,  in 
Racine  11-15  Nov  (DG).  Wisconsin  also  had  a 
relatively  good  migration  of  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers,  with  16  reports  from  eight  coun- 
ties. Although  >300  Buff-breasteds  were  found 
in  Minnesota,  flocks  of  72  in  Dakota  2 Aug 
(MCA)  and  up  to  110  in  Chisago  31  Aug-7 
Sep  (RLE  et  al.)  accounted  for  more  than  half 


of  this  total.  One  hundred  Long-billed  Dow- 
itchers  in  Fond  dii  Lac  23  Oct  (DT)  was  a good 
count  for  Wisconsin.  Minnesota  reported  an 
excellent  migration  of  Red-necked  Phalaropes 
for  the  2nd  consecutive  fall;  the  statewide  to- 
tal of  623  birds  in  23  counties  included  a flock 
of  214  at  Thief  River  Falls  W.T.P.,  Pennington 
25  Aug  (PHS).  Single  Red 
Phalaropes  graced  Fond  dit  Lac, 

W1  6-16  Sep  (TRS)  and  Alger,  Ml 
13  Oct  (p.a.,  SCH). 

GULLS  THROUGH 
HUMMINGBIRDS 

Franklin’s  Gulls  showed  up  in 
nine  Wisconsin  and  four  Michi- 
gan counties.  Minnesota  had 
“inland”  Little  Gulls  at  two  Cass 
locations  in  mid-Oct  (BW  et 
al.).  For  about  the  10th  consec- 
utive fall.  Black-headed  Gull 
was  documented  along  the  Min- 
nesota/Iowa border.  Almost  as 
expected  was  the  Mew  Gull  in 
Milwaukee,  WI  23-26  Nov  (SF 
et  ah).  A second-cycle  California  Gull  at 
Walker,  MN  15-16  Sep  (BW,  DY,  ph.  ADB) 
was  the  first  for  Cass.  Although  no  large 
flocks  were  reported  this  fall,  the  breadth  of 
the  influx  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  into  Minnesota 
was  stunning;  about  half  of  the  21  records 
await  documentation.  Most  notable  were 


first  county  records  in  Lyon  28  Sep-2  Oct 
(ph.  KRE,  m.ob.).  Yellow  Medicine  6 Oct 
(PCC),  and  Meeker  6 Oct  (DF).  Michigan  re- 
ported Sabine’s  Gulls  in  Chippewa,  Alger,  and 
Baraga.  In  Wisconsin,  one  was  found  dead  in 
Ozaukee  27  Oct  (MHo).  A Black-legged  Kit- 
tiwake  in  Milwaukee,  WI  30  Aug  (TP)  may 
have  been  the  same  individual  seen  along  L. 
Michigan  in  Jun.  Another  was  somewhat  ear- 
ly in  Delta,  MI  26  Sep  (SH),  while  3 passed 
Whitefish  Pt.  on  schedule;  single  kittiwakes 
in  Arenac  and  Huron  rounded  out  a good  sea- 
son for  Michigan. 

Providing  Minnesota’s  6th  fall  record  since 
2000  was  an  Arctic  Tern  at  Duluth  6 Oct 
(KRE  et  al.).  Exceptionally  early  was  a well- 
documented  Pomarine  Jaeger  along  the  Mis- 
sissippi R.  in  LaCrosse,  WI  14-15  Aug  (DJ); 
another  was  reported  at  Wisconsin  Pt.  19-23 
Sep  (m.ob.).  Jaeger  numbers  were  down  com- 
pared to  last  fall,  but  at  least  4 Parasitics  were 
at  Wisconsin  Pt.  and  Duluth,  MN.  Wisconsin 
also  had  Parasitics  in  Ashland  13  Sep  (EB)  and 
Sheboygan  10  Oct  (DT).  Minnesota's  9th 
Long-tailed  Jaeger  graced  the  sw.  boundary  of 
Agassiz  21  Aug-2  Sep  (vt.  SS,  m.ob.).  This 
confiding  ad.  kept  a predictable  schedule  as  it 
hunted  grasshoppers  on  a gravel  road  and  for- 
aged for  insects  in  flight;  there  is  a previous 
Marshall  record  from  1 Jul  1898! 

Single  White-winged  Doves  strayed  n.  to 
Door,  WI  25  Nov+  (DSh),  Otter  Tail,  MN  15- 
21  Oct  (MS,JMJ,  DST),  and  Lake,  MN  20-21 
Nov  (BT).  Providing  Minnesota’s  first  record 
was  an  Inca  Dove  at  Two  Harbors,  Lake  30 
Oct-r  (ph.  JWL,  m.ob.).  A Yellow-billed  Cuck- 


oo was  record  late  in  St.  Louis,  MN  27  Oct 
(MH).  In  Michigan,  a Barn  Owl  was  discov- 
ered at  Tawas  Point  S.P.,  Iosco  16  Sep  (ph. 
PR).  Burrowing  Owl  may  be  staging  a modest 
comeback  in  w.  Minnesota,  where  12  records 
have  accumulated  in  five  years;  the  newest 
additions  were  a family  group  in  Pipestone 


Bill  characteristics  show  well  on  this  up-close-and-personal  shot  of  Minnesota's 
ninth  Long-tailed  Jaeger  near  the  southwestern  boundary  of  Agassiz  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  which  was  present  21  August  (here  30  August)  through  2 Sep- 
tember 2007.  Photograph  by  Kim  R.  Eckert. 
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Among  the  many  Sabine's  Gulls  documented  in  Minnesota  this  fall  and  establish- 
ing a first  county  record  was  this  juvenile  in  Lyon  County  28  September  (here) 
through  2 October  2007.  Photograph  by  Kim  R.  Eckert. 


early  Aug  and  one  in  Clay  through  2 Oct. 

Expected  migration  for  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  in  Michigan  may  need  to  be  re- 
defined. No  fewer  than  20  were  reported  dur- 
ing Oct,  followed  by  singles  in  Allegan  6 Nov, 


Photographed  here  on  the  first  day  of  its  37-day  stay  was  Min- 
nesota's first  Inca  Dove  at  Two  Harbors,  Lake  County  30  Octo- 
ber through  5 December  2007.  Photograph  by  James  W.  Lind. 

Washtenaw  23  Nov,  and  Marquette  7-26  Nov 
(the  latter  an  imm.  male;  all  records  fide 
ATC).  Wisconsin’s  4th  Anna’s  Hummingbird 
visited  a feeder  in  Dane  3-24  Oct  (ph.  ST). 


The  Badger  State  also  attract- 
ed an  imm.  male  Rufous 
Hummingbird  in  Eau  Claire 
2-10  Oct  (ph.  SB).  Michigan 
reported  Rufous  Humming- 
birds (all  p.a.,  fide  ATC)  in 
Clinton  23  Oct,  Kalamazoo  1 
Nov,  and  Van  Buren  9 Nov.  A 
hatch-year  female  Rufous 
was  banded  in  Berrien,  MI  5- 
11  Nov  OB,  MM,  ph.  ATC). 

WOODPECKERS 
THROUGH  FINCHES 

Continuing  the  irruption  first 
detected  last  fall  were  about 
20  American  Three-toed 
Woodpeckers  in  n.  Minneso- 
ta. Good  numbers  of  Black- 
backed  Woodpeckers  migrat- 
ed along  the  North  Shore,  with  high  counts  of 
21  on  13  Oct  and  23  on  22  Oct  at  Hawk 
Ridge.  Michigan  birders  found  47  Black- 
backeds  at  the  Covington/Baraga  Plains  burn 
20  Oct.  Nicely  documented  were  single  Say’s 
Phoebes  at  Sherburne  N.W.R.,  MN  9 Sep  (ph. 
SMC),  Duluth,  MN  25-26  Sep  (ph.  KRE, 
m.ob.),  and  extremely  late  in  Beirien,  MI  20- 
24  Nov  (p.a.,  ph.  TB,  ph.  MHy).  Whitefish  Pt. 
attracted  a Western  Kingbird  22  Sep  and  a 
Loggerhead  Shrike  24  Sep  (p.a.). 

In  Wisconsin,  a White-eyed  Vireo  lingered 
in  Green  22  Sep  (ME).  Minnesota’s  highest  fall 
count  of  43  Red-eyed  Vireos  was  obtained  in 
a 4-ha  wetland  at  Park  Point,  Duluth  28  Aug 
(PHS).  A Cave  Swallow  was  reported  at 
Whitefish  Pt.  21  Oct  (p.a.,  ph.  KZ,  ph.  CN). 
Boreal  Chickadees  in  12  n.  Minnesota  coun- 
ties were  more  than  usual  and  included  a 
count  of  27  birds  along  the  North  Shore  27 
Oct  (KRE,  JWL  et  al.).  Mountain  Bluebird 
was  found  in  three  locations  along  the  North 
Shore,  while  a female  in  Yellow  Medicine  12 
Oct  (BU)  was  the  first  for  that  w.  Minnesota 
county.  Seventeen  Townsend’s  Solitaires  in 
Minnesota  was  above  average  but  less  than 
half  of  last  fall’s  influx.  In  Wisconsin,  one  vis- 
ited Florence  9 Oct  (KK),  and  2 returned  to 
their  usual  wintering  location  in  Sauk  12  Nov 
(MMc).  Eour  solitaires  at  Whitefish  Pt.  and 
singles  in  Alger  and  Huron  produced  a good 
showing  for  Michigan.  Varied  Thrush  was 
scarce,  with  only  two  Minnesota  reports  and 
one  report  in  Wisconsin.  A Northern  Mock- 


ingbird visited  Langlade,  WI  5 Oct  (NR);  this 
hardy  mimid  was  also  found  in  five  Michigan 
and  three  Minnesota  counties.  Wuepper  dis- 
covered Michigan’s  6th  Sage  Thrasher  in 
Berrien  30  Oct  (p.a.,JTW). 

Pall  warbler  migration  at  Duluth,  MN  was 
excellent,  with  20-24  species  per  day  at  the 
Park  Point  Recreation  Area  on  multiple  dates. 
High  counts  included  116  Nashvilles  18  Aug 
(MH),  32  Cape  Mays  28  Aug  (KRE),  and  40 
Blackpolls  11  Sep  (KC,  PHS).  Good  numbers 
and  variety  also  transited  Linwood  L.  in  s. 
Minnesota,  including  27  Ovenbirds  3 Sep  and 
11  Mourning  Warblers  17  Aug  (DWK).  Wis- 
consin and  Michigan  reported  several  late 
dates  of  interest  but  no  large  concentrations. 
Lingering  warblers  in  Wisconsin  included  a 
Black-throated  Blue  in  Brown  6 Nov  QSc),  a 
Cape  May  in  Milwaukee  2 Nov  (ASz),  a Hood- 
ed in  Waukesha  7 Oct  (ASz),  and  a Wilson’s  in 
Milwaukee  26  Nov  (BH).  Michigan  reported 
Prairie  Warblers  in  Berrien  30  Aug  (WEJ), 
Iosco  15  Sep  (ph.  RE),  and  a long-staying  va- 
grant at  Whitefish  Pt.  22  Oct-26  Nov. 

Another  Summer  Tanager  strayed  to  the 
North  Shore  in  St.  Louis  21-23  Oct  (KRE,  LS, 
NR).  Wisconsin  reported  singles  in  Ashland  7 
Oct  (TO)  and  Walworth  15  Oct  QJ).  In  Michi- 
gan, a family  group  of  Summer  Tanagers  lin- 
gered through  3 Aug  in  Benien  (BA),  and  one 
strayed  to  Peninsula  Pt.,  Delta  3 Nov  (SH,  LD). 
Exceptionally  late  was  a Scarlet  Tanager  in 
Monroe  23  Nov+  (fide  PC).  Wisconsin  record- 
ed a Spotted  Towhee  in  Vilas  9 Nov  (GD).  Fur- 
nishing Michigan’s  5th  record  was  a Spotted 
Towhee  in  Alger  27-28  Sep  (p.a.,  SCH).  Min- 
nesota’s 7 th  Black-throated  Sparrow  showed 
up  along  the  sw.  shoreline  of  L.  Win- 
nibigoshish,  Cass  22-23  Sep  (ph.  BW,  MMa). 
Tardy  Henslow’s  Sparrows  were  seen  in  Blue 
Earth,  MN  28  Sep  (RMD)  and  Portage,  WI  29 
Sep  OM)-  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  were 
in  eight  Minnesota  and  seven  Wisconsin  coun- 
ties; Michigan  had  one  in  Marquette  11  Oct 
(p.a.,  SH).  Lark  Sparrows  in  Michigan  (all  p.a.) 
included  singles  in  Marquette  24  Aug  (SH), 
Keweenaw  23  Aug  (LCB),  and  Muskegon  2-3 
Sep  (ph.  DS).  Smith’s  Longspur  was  scarce  in 
w.  Minnesota,  making  an  early  bird  at  Pt.  Iro- 
quois, Chippewa  4 Sep  (p.a.,  LD)  all  the  more 
remarkable  for  Michigan. 

A flock  of  900  Rusty  Blackbird  reached 
Ashland,  WI  10  Oct  (RSB).  Late  for  Wiscon- 
sin was  a Baltimore  Oriole  in  Door  12-30 
Nov  (fide  RL).  Minnesota’s  highest  count  of 
Orchard  Orioles  was  32  in  Lac  Qui  Parle  1 
Aug  (BU).  Unusual  for  Michigan  was  a fe- 
male and  2 juv.  Red  Crossbills  at  Warren 
Dunes  S.P.,  Benien  17  Sep  (KM).  Evening 
Grosbeaks  were  reported  as  far  s.  as  Benien 
in  Michigan. 


^ A The  first  record  of  Green-breasted  Mango  n.  ofTexas  and  North  Carolina  had  the  Midwest  birding  world  abuzz  for  over 
fi  a month.  On  1 8 Sep,  just  outside  Beloit  in  Rock,  WI,  Mike  Ramsden  positively  identified  the  imm.  hummingbird  that  had 
been  visiting  the  feeder  of  Joan  Salzberg  for  some  time.  Over  the  next  six  weeks,  more  than  800  birders  trekked  to  Beloit  for  this 
once-in-a-lifetime  chance  for  a Midwest  mango.  In  early  Nov,  the  bird  was  rescued  by  a licensed  rehabilitator  and  nursed  for  a 
few  days  before  being  transferred  to  the  Brookfield  Zoo  in  Chicago.  (Thanks  to  R.  Hoffman  for  contributing  this  summary.) 
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Furnishing  Minnesota's  seventh  record  was  this  juvenile 
Black-throated  Sparrow  along  the  southwestern  shoreline 
of  Lake  Winnibigoshish  22-23  (here  23)  September  2007. 
Photograph  by  Andrew  L Birch. 
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Mooney,  Chris  Neri,  Tim  Oksiuta,  Jeff  Pavlik 
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Iowa  & Missouri 


Bill  Eddleman 


The  season  started  warm  in  both  states, 
with  Iowa  being  very  wet  (August  was 
the  third  wettest  month  ever  recorded 
in  the  state)  and  thus  devoid  of  shorebird 
habitat  because  of  flooding.  Missouri  was 
largely  dry,  with  the  only  major  shorebird 
habitat  being  managed  wetlands  in  western 
Missouri.  Temperatures  moderated  somewhat 
in  September,  with  the  first  half  being  dry 
across  the  Region.  Rains  returned  to  the  north 
in  late  September  but  not  until  October  in  the 
south.  Wet  conditions  persisted  through  mid- 
October  in  Iowa,  and  November  dried  out 


across  much  of  the  Region.  Few  weather  sys- 
tems were  noted  through  September,  result- 
ing in  generally  few  migrational  movements. 
October  and  November  were  generally  mild, 
keeping  trees  green  until  late  in  the  season, 
and  resulting  in  an  overall  poor  migration. 
Waterfowl  and  other  water  birds  still  lingered 
to  the  north  of  the  Region  in  many  cases,  and 
many  other  migrants  had  poor  or  mediocre 
appearances.  Food  supplies  were  much  re- 
duced in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Region, 
the  effects  of  a late-spring  freeze.  The  mild 
November  was  associated  with  the  appear- 
ance of  several  rarities  in  Iowa,  including 
first-state-record  Black-tailed  Gull,  Fork- 
tailed Flycatcher,  and  Cave  Swallow. 

Abbreviations:  Grammer  (Grammer  Grove, 
Marshall,  lA);  Hitchcock  (Hitchcock  W.M.A. 
hawkwatch,  Pottawattamie,  lA);  M.S.L. 
(Maryville  Sewage  Lagoons,  Nodaway,  MO); 
R.M.B.S.  (Riverlands  Migratory  Bird  Sanctu- 
ary, St.  Charles,  MO);  Saylorville  (Saylorville 
Res.,  Polk,  lA);  S.C.R.  (Squaw  Creek  N.W.R., 
Holt,  MO);  S.R.  (Smithville  Res.,  Clay  and 
Clinton,  MO),  T.G.P.  (Tower  Grove  Park,  St. 
Louis,  MO);  T.R.W.  (Thompson  River  Wet- 
lands, Livingston,  MO). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Waterfowl  migration  was  generally  late  or  re- 
duced because  of  the  mild  weather,  but  a 
number  of  migrants  appeared  after  a weather 


system  on  20-21  Oct,  Notable  numbers  of 
ducks  included  a seasonal  high  20,000-t- 
Green-winged  Teal  in  Andrew,  MO  13  Nov 
(David  A.  Easterla)  and  152,000  Canvasbacks 
in  the  vicinity  of  Pool  #9  in  Allamakee,  lA  29 
Oct  (U.  S.  Fish  & Wildlife  Service  survey). 
Scoters  were  widespread  in  Iowa,  including 
Surf  Scoters  at  14  locations  and  Black  Scoter 
at  10,  including  7 at  Saylorville  11  Nov  (Bery 
Engebretsen,  SJD).  Conversely,  there  were 
fewer  scoter  reports  in  Missouri  this  year,  in- 
cluding 12  Surf  Scoter  at  eight  sites,  a single 
White-winged  Scoter,  and  3 Black  Scoters 
among  three  sites.  Surprisingly,  there  were  no 
Long-tailed  Ducks  reported  from  Iowa.  Red- 
breasted Mergansers  were  very  early  in  Iowa, 
beginning  with  the  3rd  earliest  bird  in  Stoiy, 
lA  10  Oct  (WO,  SJD). 

The  earliest  Common  Loons  were  2 at  Spir- 
it L.,  Dickinson,  lA  2 Sep  (SJD,  JG).  Low  num- 
bers in  Iowa  contrasted  with  a record  114  at 
Stockton  L.,  Cedar,  MO  4 Nov  QWE).  A Yel- 
low-billed Loon  was  at  Saylorville  28  Nov 
(tSJD,  tJG,  TAB).  A record  high  137  Horned 
Grebes  was  at  Stockton  L.,  Cedar,  MO  25  Nov 
OWE).  Following  confirmed  breeding  at 
Grover’s  L.,  Dickinson,  lA,  10  Red-necked 
Grebes  were  there  11  Aug  (LAS).  Western 
Grebes  were  reported  at  10  locations  in  Iowa 
but  not  at  all  in  Missouri.  American  White 
Pelicans  were  in  good  numbers  on  the  big 
rivers  and  large  reservoirs.  An  estimated  340 
congregated  below  the  dam  at  Red  Rock  Res., 
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Marion,  lA  24  Nov  (AB,  MP,  AMJ).  An  ad.  fe- 
male Magnificent  Frigatebird  was  at  Spirit  L., 
Dickinson,  lA  2 Sep  (ph.,  tSJD;  ph.,  tJG;  tET, 
tLAS,  tMCK,  tPH);  the  bird  crossed  into 
Minnesota  airspace,  where  it  provided  a first 
state  record. 

A record  high  1000+  Great  Egrets  was  at 
Four  Rivers  C.A.  7 Aug  (SS,  BJ,  PW).  A late 
Snowy  Egret  was  in  Polk,  lA  21  Oct  (AMJ,  Bill 
Scheible);  there  is  only  one  later  record.  A 
very  late  Cattle  Egret  was  at  R.M.B.S.,  St. 
Charles,  MO  22  Nov  (DR).  Iowa’s  first  Tricol- 
ored Heron  since  2001  was  in  Page  2 Aug 
(tKD,  tJG,  tSJD,  tRIA,  tPHA).  White  Ibis  in- 
cluded 2-4  near  Hornersville  Swamp,  Dun- 
klin, MO  4 Aug  OWE,  DR)  and  up  to  3 near 
Benton,  Scott,  MO  5-12  Aug  (EW,  JWE,  Susan 
Hazelwood,  Barb  Duncam,  Bonnie  Heidy).  A 
record-late  Plegadis  ibis  was  at  Montrose 
Marsh,  Lee,  lA  31  Oct  QWR).  An  imm. 
Roseate  Spoonbill  was  found  at  the 
Caruthersville  Catfish  Ponds,  Pemiscot,  MO 
26  Aug  (acc.,  tJWE).  A Wood  Stork  appeared 
in  both  states:  one  furnished  a 2nd  state 
record  at  Saylorville  3-7  Oct  (ph.,  TAB),  and 
an  imm.  was  at  Four  Rivers  C.A.  28  Jul-12 
Aug  (TNan  Johnson,  TJoann  Garrett,  m.ob.). 

Hawkwatching  at  Iowa  sites  was  reported 
as  “dismal”  this  season.  Black  Vultures  are 
appearing  farther  n.  and  later,  including  3 
late  birds  at  Columbia,  Boone,  MO  28  Nov 
(Terry  McNeely).  A single  Black  Vulture  was 
at  Jester  Park,  Polk,  lA  3-4  Oct  (TPHA,  TJB, 
TSJD,  TJWR,  ph.  RIA).  A record  site  count  of 
4004  Turkey  Vultures  was  tallied  at  Hitch- 
cock QT)-  The  Accipiter  flight  was  good, 
with  over  800  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  be- 
tween the  two  hawkwatches  (MP,  JT)  and  12 
Northern  Goshawks  statewide.  Six  of  the  7 
goshawks  aged  were  juvs.  The  earliest  of  4 
Northern  Goshawks  in  Missouri  was  a juv.  at 
Ted  Shanks  C.A.,  Pike,  MO  23  Oct  (Patrick 
Harrison).  The  season  total  for  Swainson’s 
Hawk  at  Hitchcock  was  a low  419,  lower 
than  the  Broad-winged  Hawk  total.  The 
Broad-winged  migration  in  Iowa  was  more 
typical,  peaking  in  mid-Sep  with  360  count- 
ed 15  Sep  at  Grammer  (MP),  plus  five  other 
reports  of  more  than  100  birds.  A total  of  24 
Golden  Eagles  came  from  Iowa,  including  13 
at  Hitchcock.  Falcon  numbers  were  down  in 
e.  and  cen.  Iowa,  but  there  were  record  totals 
for  Merlin  (36)  and  Peregrine  Falcon  (46)  at 
Hitchcock  (JT).  At  least  11  Peregrine  Fal- 
cons occurred  at  several  sites  across  Mis- 
souri. There  were  single  Prairie  Falcons  in 
Dickinson,  lA  10  Oct  (ET);  Pottawattamie,  lA 
28  Oct  OT);  B.  K.  Leach  C.A.,  Lincoln,  MO 
14  Oct  Qurek  Majka);  and  near  Winfield 
Dam,  Lincoln,  MO  10-25  Nov  (Charlene 
Malone,  JPU). 
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RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Two  of  four  Iowa  reports  of  Yellow  Rail  were 
from  prairie  seed  farmers  who  flushed  birds  in 
front  of  combines  in  Kossuth  27  Sep  (Tom 
Skilling)  and  Marshall  5-13  Oct  (Carl  Kurtz). 
The  sole  Missouri  Yellow  Rail  was  at  B.  K. 
Leach  C.A.  (Kings  L.  Unit),  Lincoln,  MO  6 Oct 
(Mike  Thelen,  JWE,  m.ob.).  Soras  were  notably 
absent  in  large  numbers  in  rice  fields  in  the 
Missouri  Bootheel  this  fall  OWE).  An  injured 
Juv.  Common  Moorhen  appeared  at  T.G.P.  28 
Sep-19  Oct  (David  Scheu,  JWE,  m.ob.).  Coots 
were  in  good  numbers  in  Iowa,  with  a high 
count  of  24,000  at  Pool  #9,  Allamakee,  lA  17 
Oct  (USFWS).  Flocks  of  Sandhill  Cranes  in- 
cluded 15  over  Burlington,  Des  Moines,  lA  27 
Nov  QWR)  and  13  over  Hwy.  60  e.  of  Poplar 
Bluff,  Stoddard,  MO  19  Sep  (Chris  Barrigar). 

Shorebirds  made  a poor  showing  in  both 
states — in  Iowa  because  of  very  wet  weather,  in 
Missouri  because  of  dry  weather.  An  excep- 
tional 100  Semipalmated  Plovers  were  at  Set- 
tle’s Ford  C.A.,  Cass,  MO  8 Aug  (SS,  BJ,  PW). 
A single  at  R.M.B.S.  7 Nov  was  record  late 
OWE).  Piping  Plovers  were  reported  from  sev- 
en sites  in  Iowa  in  Aug,  and  singles  were  at  five 
sites  in  Missouri.  Black-necked  Stilts  continue 
to  increase  in  the  Missouri  Bootheel,  where 
126  were  at  Caruthersville  Catfish  Ponds, 
Pemiscot,  MO  12  Aug  QWE).  A very  high  75 
Solitary  Sandpipers  were  at  Winfield  Dam,  Lin- 
coln, MO  4 Aug  (SS).  A Spotted  Sandpiper  at 
Winfield  Dam,  Lincoln,  MO  25  Nov  was  record 
late  (TJPU).  A remarkable  flock  of  6 Hudson- 
ian  Godwits  flew  by  at  R.M.B.S.,  St.  Charles, 
MO  8 Sep  (TBR,  Matt  Rowe).  Ordinarily,  juv. 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  pass  through  Iowa  by  the 
thousands  in  Sep  and  Oct,  but  the  largest  con- 
centration for  this  species  after  early  Aug  was 
an  incredibly  low  23  in  Fremont,  lA  13  Oct 
(KD).  Conversely,  an  exceptionally  high  4507 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  at  Settle’s  Ford  C.A., 
Cass,  MO  8 Aug  (SS,  BJ,  PW).  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers  topped  90  at  Four  Rivers  C.A.  7 
Aug  (SS,  BJ,  PW).  Red-necked  Phalaropes  were 
numerous  at  Diamond  L,  Dickinson,  lA,  where 
21  were  found  27  Aug  (LAS,  ET),  which  grew 
to  75  by  6 Sep  (WO).  Juv.  Red  Phalaropes 
were  at  Saylorville  18-19  Aug  (TSJD,  TJG,  TAB) 
and  20  Oct  (TSJD,  TJG). 

Furnishing  a 3rd  state  record,  a Long-tailed 
Jaeger  was  at  Saylorville  11  Sep  (TSJD,  TJG). 
Another  jaeger  in  Hardin,  lA  19  Nov  could  not 
be  identified  to  species  (fide  PH,  ph.).  Two 
Laughing  Gulls  were  found  in  Iowa:  in  Dickin- 
son 18  Aug  (TRon  Martin,  Corey  Ellingson, 
Dan  Riemer)  and  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion  6-7 
Oct  (TJG,  TAB).  A juv.  Little  Gull  was  at  Welch 
L.,  Dickinson,  lA  2-6  Sep  (TSJD,  TJG,  TSSP), 
and  an  ad.  was  at  Thomas  Hill  Res.,  Randolph, 
MO  14-16  Oct  (BJ,  DR).  The  annual  Black- 


headed Gull  was  at  the  n.  end  of  Spirit  L.,  Dick- 
inson, I A 4 Aug-26  Oct  (fide  PH).  A record- 
high  800  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were  at  Joplin, 
Jasper,  MO  28  Nov  (LH).  A highlight  gull  in 
Missouri  was  a first-cycle  California  Gull  at 
Thomas  Hill  Res.,  Randolph  10  Nov  (TBR).  A 
juv.  Mew  Gull  spent  18-25  Nov  below  Red 
Rock  Dam,  Marion,  lA  (TAB,  TJG,  TSJD).  Both 
Thayer’s  and  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  ap- 
peared in  Oct,  and  a Glaucous  Gull  found  12 
Nov  at  Red  Rock  Dam,  Marion,  lA  (AB)  was  the 
2nd  earliest  on  record.  Perhaps  the  bird  of  the 
year  was  an  ad.  Black-tailed  Gull  found  at  Say- 
lorville 17-30  Nov  (ph.,  TSJD;  ph.  JG,  TJB, 
TCC,  TGW,  TCRE,  TAB).  Sabine’s  Gull  reports 
began  with  a juv.  at  Saylorville  11  Sep  (SJD). 
There  were  only  four  reports  away  from  the 
Des  Moines  R.  reservoir  system,  and  all  except 
one  were  juvs.  (SSP,  KD,  POR,  Denny  Martin); 
up  to  2 juvs.  were  at  S.R.  20  Sep-1  Oct  QWE, 
KM),  and  one  was  at  Thomas  Hill  Res.,  Ran- 
dolph, MO  27  Oct  OWE).  An  ad.  Black-legged 
Kittiwake  was  at  L.  Manawa,  Pottawattamie,  lA 
17-21  Oct  (ph.,  TAl  Reyer;  Tucker  Lutter,  KD), 
the  2nd  earliest  on  record.  A record-late 
Forster’s  Tern  was  at  R.M.B.S.  31  Oct  0^^)- 
Least  Terns  in  Iowa  included  a color-banded 
juv.  from  South  Dakota  at  Saylorville  23  Aug 
(SJD,  AB,  JG),  and  in  Missouri,  a record  count 
of  53  came  from  Caruthersville  Catfish  Ponds, 
Pemiscot  25  Aug  QWE). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WRENS 

A Eurasian  Collared-Dove  from  Cass,  lA  QG) 
brings  to  70  the  number  of  Iowa’s  99  counties 
where  this  species  has  occurred.  The  dove  is 
now  in  most  small  towns  in  Missouri  QWE), 
and  the  highest  tally  was  150  at  the  St.  Joseph 
Stockyards,  Buchanan,  MO  24  Aug  (LL). 
White-winged  Doves  are  spreading  in  se.  Mis- 
souri, where  2 flew  over  Hwy.  60  near  More- 
house, New  Madrid,  MO  1 Sep  (Chris  Con- 
rad), and  one  was  shot  near  Kewanee,  New 
Madrid,  MO  4 Sep  (fide  Tim  Kavan).  A Com- 
mon Ground-Dove  was  at  Kearney,  Clay,  MO 
9-11  Oct  (TKM). 

A single  Snowy  Owl  was  in  Story,  I A 13-18 
Nov  (Steve  Lekwa,  fide  HZ,  SJD).  A record- 
late  Common  Nighthawk  was  in  Des  Moines, 
lA  3 Nov  (AB).  An  estimated  3000+  Common 
Nighthawks  was  at  Little  Prairie  C.A.,  Phelps, 
MO  6 Sep  (Mike  Doyen).  An  ad.  female  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbird  was  late  at  Jackson, 
Cape  Girardeau,  MO  through  30  Nov  (Beth 
Bliese,  b.  by  Lanny  Chambers).  Four  single 
Selasphonis  hummingbirds  were  in  Missouri, 
and  an  imm.  female  Rufous  Hummingbird 
was  in  Jefferson  City,  Cole,  MO  27  Oct-10 
Nov  (b.  by  Troy  Gordon). 

The  songbird  migration  was  generally  weak 
in  the  Region,  with  a few  exceptions.  In  Iowa, 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


IOWA  & MISSOURI 


Olive-sided  Flycatchers,  American  Pipits,  and 
Catharus  thrushes  were  scarce,  and  Purple 
Martins  did  not  amass  by  the  thousands  as 
they  usually  do  in  n.  Polk,  lA  (SJD).  A record- 
late  Least  Flycatcher  was  the  last  of  28  banded 
at  the  Missouri  Western  College  campus,  St. 
Joseph,  Buchanan,  MO  2 Oct  OH)-  Eastern 
Kingbirds  were  moving  when  581  were 
around  Dunbar  Slough,  Greene,  I A 2 Sep  QG, 
SJD).  Iowa’s  first  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was 
in  Tama,  lA  20-23  Nov  (ph.,  tMary  Ann  Gre- 
gory; tAMJ,  tGW,  tJG,  tCRE,  tCC).  This  fall 
was  a banner  year  for  Northern  Shrikes:  26 
were  reported  from  24  Iowa  counties,  the  ear- 
liest on  21-22  Oct  (D.  Jeff  Nichols,  LAS,  AB); 
and  at  least  6 were  reported  from  Missouri. 

Record  numbers  of  vireos  banded  at  Mis- 
souri Western  College,  St.  Joseph,  Buchanan, 
MO  included  18  Blue-headeds  9 Sep-12  Oct, 
22  Philadelphias  5 Sep-10  Oct,  and  41  Red- 
eyeds  until  2 Oct  QH).  The  first  Blue-headed 
Vireo  of  the  season  was  at  T.G.P.  28  Aug,  tying 
the  earliest  date  QWE);  the  latest  was  at  Kim- 
berling  City,  Stone,  MO  3 Nov  (David  Gagne). 
A record-early  Philadelphia  Vireo  was  in  Nod- 
away, MO  21  Aug  (Tommie  Rogers).  A single 
Clark’s  Nutcracker  was  in  Guthrie,  lA  16  Sep 
(tHZ).  A raven  (unidentified  to  species)  was 
seen  at  Hitchcock  9 Nov  (fide  PH).  Iowa’s  first 
Cave  Swallow  was  in  a flock  of  Tree  Swallows 
at  Saylorville  26  Oct  (tSJD).  A Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallow  in  Scott,  lA  21  Oct  was 
the  2nd  latest  on  record  (Richard  A.  Sayles). 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  numerous  this 
fall,  with  25  Missouri  reports  beginning  in 
Daviess  26  Aug  (Terry  McNeely).  Six  Marsh 
Wrens  were  banded  at  Missouri  Western  Col- 
lege, St.  Joseph,  Buchanan  10  Sep-15  Oct  QH). 
Other  high  counts  included  67  at  B.  K.  Leach 
C.A.,  Lincoln,  MO  29  Sep  (DR). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  in  O’Brien,  lA  11 
Nov  (LAS)  and  Allamakee,  lA  23  Nov  QG).  A 
record-early  Swainson’s  Thrush  was  at  T.G.P. 
29  Aug  OWE).  A Hermit  Thrush  at  Long 
Ridge  C.A.,  Franklin,  MO  18  Aug  was  10  days 
earlier  than  the  previous  record  (TBR).  An  ad. 
male  Varied  Thrush  was  ne.  of  Columbia, 
Boone,  MO  29  Oct  (fide  BG).  There  were  few 
noteworthy  warbler  reports.  There  were  26 
reports  of  Golden-winged  Warbler,  including 
two  involving  5 birds  each,  in  Iowa  (AB,  KD, 
Rita  Goranson).  Other  high  counts  of  Ver- 
mivora  warblers  were  40  Tennessee  Warblers 
at  Lacey-Keosauqua  S.P.,  Van  Buren,  lA  1 Sep 
(Ray  L.  Cummins)  and  70-f  Orange-crowned 
Warblers  in  three  groups  at  Algona,  Kossuth, 
lA  26  Sep  (MCK).  A record-early  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler  was  at  T.G.P.  30  Aug 
(fide  JPU).  Three  Blackburnian  Warblers  at 


Winfield  Dam,  Lincoln  Co.,  MO  6 Oct  tied  the 
2nd  latest  (BR).  Very  late  Pine  Warblers  were 
in  Ceiro  Gordo,  lA  13-17  Nov  (CarolynJ.  Fis- 
cher) and  Story,  lA  27  Nov  (fide  PH).  A Bay- 
breasted Warbler  at  T.G.P  28  Aug  was  record 
early  QWE).  A high  9 Ovenbirds  was  banded 
at  Missouri  Western  College,  St.  Joseph, 
Buchanan  Co.,  MO  27  Aug-3  Oct,  and  one  in 
Salem,  Dent,  MO  25  Oct,  was  the  2nd  latest 
on  record  (Loretta  McClure).  An  ad.  male 
Canada  Warbler  at  T.G.P  3 Oct  was  the  3rd 
latest  on  record  QWE).  There  was  a Con- 
necticut Warbler  in  Stoiy,  lA  4 Oct  (TWO). 

A late  Summer  Tanager  was  at  L.  Spring- 
field,  Greene,  MO  20  Oct  (GS,  Dean  R.  Rising, 
Freg  Swick).  A record-late  Clay-colored  Spar- 
row was  at  Danville  C.A.,  Montgomery,  MO  21 
Nov  (TEW).  Two  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Spar- 
rows at  Chichaqua  W.A.,  Polk,  lA  28  Oct  were 
2nd  latest  (tSSP,  POR,  J.  Harley  Winfrey).  The 
158  Fox  Sparrows  in  Decatur,  lA  3 Nov 
(Nathan  J.  Miller)  made  the  largest  count  in 
over  20  years  (fide  PH),  while  one  at  Saline 
Valley  C.A.,  Miller,  MO  26  Sep  was  very  early 
(Terry  McNeely).  Only  27  Song  Sparrows,  21 
Lincoln’s  Sparrows,  and  54  White-throated 
Sparrows  were  banded  at  Missouri  Western 
College  this  season  QH).  Large  blackbird 
flocks  arrived  late,  with  the  first  in  St.  Charles, 
MO  in  late  Nov  OWE).  Brewer’s  Blackbirds 
peaked  at  300  near  Muskrat  L.,  Buchanan,  MO 
31  Oct  (LL,  JWE).  Observers  reported  more 
Purple  Finches  and  Pine  Siskins  than  in  recent 
years,  suggesting  a possible  good  winter  for  n. 
finches.  A nesting  pair  of  Eurasian  Tree  Spar- 
rows in  n.  Columbia,  Boone,  MO,  provided  the 
2nd  nesting  for  cen.  Missouri  (TBG). 

Corrigendum:  The  previous  autumn’s  report 
of  a Prairie  Warbler  at  Bonne  Terre,  MO  1 1-12 
Nov  should  be  deleted. 
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Jay  Gilliam,  Bill  Goodge,  Paul  Hertzel  (Iowa), 
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Toll,  Josh  P.  Uffman,  Edge  Wade,  Gerald 
White,  Phil  Wire,  Hank  Zaletel. 


Bill  Eddleman,  1831  Ricardo  Drive 
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Protect  cats,  birds, 
and  other  wildlife  by 
keeping  cats  indoors! 


For  more  information,  contact: 

American  Bird  Conservancy 

Cats  Indoors! 

1731  Connecticut  Avenue,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20009 
Phone:  202-234-7181 
Fax:  202-234-7182 
Web:  www.abcbirds.org 
Is-mail:  abc(@abcbirds.org 
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SEE,  HEAR  & INSTANTLY  IDENTIFY  BIRDS  ON  DVD! 


“A  skillful  mix  of  video  and  stills  that  will  delight  and  infonn.” 

— Neiv  York  Times 

“Not  only  authoritative,  but  also  literate,  witty  and  full  of 
interesting  facts.  Enthusiastically  recommended.” 

— Librmy  Journal 

“An  impoitant  addition  to  piinted  field  guides.” 

— Philadelphia  Inquire)' 

Audubon’s  VideoGuide  to  the  Birds  of  North 
America  is  the  ideal  application  of  DVD  technology  to 
a reference  source.  Beautiful  moving  footage  and 
stills,  bird  calls  and  sounds,  annotated  visuals,  author- 
itative narration  and  range  maps  help  users  quickly 
and  precisely  locate  any  of  247  bird  species  in  DVD  I, 
258  species  in  DVD  II,  or  all  505  species  in  the  two- 
disk  set,  at  the  touch  of  a button.  By  using  your  DVD 
player's  remote  control  you  can  repeat  a segment,  a 
shot  or  any  part  of  a bird’s  description  as  often  as  you 
like,  or  even  study  footage  in  slow  motion. 

Add  a portable  DVD  player  or  laptop  and  you  can  easi- 
ly bring  this  unique  reference  into  the  field,  for  imme- 
diate on-site  identification.  Informative  64-page  Mm 
FieldOuide  to  505  Birds  of  North  America  included  with 
each  DVD  VideoGuide.  If  you  liked  the  VideoGuide  on 
VHS,  you’ll  love  it  on  DVD! 


In  DVD  I you’ll  find  247  birds  including  Loons;  Grebes;  (tOQ  QC 
Pelicans  and  their  allies;  Swans,  Ducks  and  Geese  including 
Dabbling  Ducks,  Bay  Ducks,  Sea  Ducks,  Mergansers,  Whistling-Ducks  and 
others;  Vultures,  Hawks  and  Falcons  covering  Eagles,  Kites,  Accipiters, 
Buteos,  Caracaras  and  others;  Chicken-like  (or  Scratching)  Birds  which 
include  Turkey,  Quail,  Grouse,  Prairie-Chickens,  Pheasant,  Ptarmigan  and 
others;  Wading  birds,  covering  Spoonbill,  Woodstork,  Egrets,  Herons, 
Bitterns,  Ibises,  Limpkin,  and  Cranes;  Rails;  Shorebirds,  including  Plovers, 
Sandpipers,  Curlews,  Phalaropes,  Turnstones,  Oystercatchers,  Avocet  and 
many  others;  Gulls  and  Jaegers;  Terns;  Alcids,  which  include  Puffins,  Auks, 
Murres  and  Guillemots;  Owls;  and  Kingfishers. 

In  DVD  11  you'U  find  258  birds  including  Pigeons  and  Doves;  0^ 

Cuckoos  and  Anis;  Nightjars;  Hummingbirds  and  Swifts; 

Elegant  Ti'ogon;  Woodpeckers;  Flycatchers;  Horned  Lark;  Swallows;  Crows, 
Jays  and  Magpies;  Chickadees  and  Titmice;  Verdin;  Bushtit;  Nuthatches; 
Brovm  Creeper;  Wrens;  American  Dipper;  Kinglets  and  Gnatcatchers; 
Bluebirds,  Robins  and  other  Thrushes;  Wrentit;  Mimic  Thmshes;  Water 
Pipit;  Waxwings;  Shrikes;  Phainopepla;  Vireos;  Warblers;  Blackbirds  and 
Orioles;  Tanagers;  and  Grosbeaks,  Buntings,  Towhees,  Sparrows,  Juncos, 
Longspurs,  and  Finches. 

506  birds  on  set  of  two  DVDs  $69.95 

\TIS  set  of  five  videos  containing  505  birds  $89.95 

VHS  I 116  species  of  water  birds,  raptors  and  chicken-like  birds  $19.95 

VHS  II  112  species  of  water  and  shore  birds  $19.95 

\T1S  HI  76  species,  including  owls,  hummingbirds,  and  woodpeckers  $19.95 

VHS  IV  98  species  of  songbirds,  including  thrushes  and  vireos  $19.95 

VHSV  108  species  of  songbirds,  incuding  warblers  and  finches  $19.95 
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ORDER:  1-800-876-0091  EXT.  103  OR:  www.mastervision.com 

Or  mail  check  or  money  order  to  Mastervision,  Dept.  103,  PO  Box  807,  New  Hudson  MI  48165-0807.  Add  $5  S-i-H  per  Order. 
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Chris  Sloan 

Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


The  fall  2007  season  experienced  over- 
all relatively  high  temperatures  and 
continued  drought  conditions  across 
most  of  the  Region.  Temperatures  in  August 
were  warmer  than  normal,  with  the  highest 
temperatures  of  the  year  of  101°  F at 
Louisville  and  106°  F at  Nashville  occurring 
16  August;  the  latter  reading  tied  a record. 
Temperatures  during  September  and  October 
continued  to  be  warmer  than  normal,  but 
temperatures  during  November  finally  be- 
came slightly  cooler  than  normal.  The  dry 
conditions  of  summer  extended  into  fall,  be- 
coming worse  during  August  and  September. 
October  finally  experienced  above-average 
rainfall,  highlighted  by  a significant  system 
that  provided  11  cm  of  rainfall  to  the 
Louisville  area  23  October.  November  then 
returned  to  being  slightly  drier  than  normal. 
It  was  believed  that  the  dry  conditions  of  the 
summer  and  fall  periods  would  exacerbate 
the  shortage  of  winter  food  supplies  available 
for  birds  in  the  coming  winter  season. 

Rarity  highlights  in  Kentucky  included  two 
Roseate  Spoonbills,  two  Wood  Storks,  Red 
Knot,  two  Great  Black-backed  Gulls,  Califor- 
nia Gull,  Northern  Shrike,  Audubon’s  War- 
bler, at  least  three  Clay-colored  Sparrows,  and 
Common  Redpoll.  Tennessee  observers  found 
Neotropic  Cormorant,  two  Swallow-tailed 
Kites,  Northern  Goshawk,  California  Gull, 
Calliope  Fiummingbird,  and  Clay-colored 
Sparrow.  Again  this  year,  the  remnants  of  no 
tropical  cyclones  passed  through  the  Region. 
An  early  push  of  boreal  species  presaged  a 
good  winter  finch  season,  but  by  late  Novem- 
ber, it  appeared  that  only  modest  numbers  of 
boreal  species  would  be  seen.  Natural  food 
crops,  including  evergreen  cones,  berries, 
acorns,  and  hickory  nuts,  all  appeared  to  be 
produced  in  below-average  abundance. 

Abbreviations:  Barren  River  L.  (Allen/Barren, 
KY);  Britton  Ford  (Britton  Ford,  Big  Sandy 


Unit,  Tennessee  N.W.R.,  Henry, 
TN);  Ensley  (Ensley  Bottoms,  in- 
cluding the  EARTH  Complex,  in  sw. 
Shelby,  TN);  Tails  of  the  Ohio  (Tails 
of  the  Ohio  National  Wildlife  Con- 
servation Area,  Jefferson,  KY);  Ken- 
tucky Dam  (Livingston/Marshall, 
KY);  Mitchell  L.  (at  Ballard  W.M.A., 
Ballard,  KY);  Pace  Point  (Pace  Pt., 
Big  Sandy  Unit,  Tennessee  N.W.R., 
Henry,  TN);  Sauerheber  (Sauerhe- 
ber  Unit  Sloughs  W.M.A.,  Hender- 
son, KY);  Standifer  Gap  (Standifer 
Gap  Marsh,  Hamilton,  TN);  Upper  Douglas  L. 
(Cocke,  TN). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  STORKS 

The  summering  Snow  Goose  in  Warren,  KY 
lingered  through  25  Aug  (DR).  A flock  of  26 
Ross’s  Geese  at  Sauerheber  21  Nov 
(BP,  JBr)  was  a relatively  high  count 
for  so  early  in  the  season.  There 
were  two  reports  of  Cackling  Geese 
in  Kentucky  that  established  new 
early  arrival  dates  for  the  state:  one 
at  Jonathan  Creek  26  Oct  (ME,  HC, 

BH)  and  9 at  Sauerheber  27  Oct  (ph. 

BY  et  al.).  In  Tennessee,  4 Cackling 
Geese  were  at  Britton  Ford  11  Nov 
QRW),  and  3 were  in  Lauderdale  17 
Nov  ORW). 

An  American  Wigeon  at  Mitchell 
L.  31  Aug  (HC,  ME)  was  either  an 
early  migrant  or  one  of  the  family 
group  reported  during  summer. 

There  were  six  reports  of  one  to  13 
Surf  Scoters  at  four  Kentucky  lo- 
cales and  one  Tennessee  locale  25  Oct-14 
Nov.  The  only  report  of  White-winged  Scoter 
was  of  3 on  Barren  River  L.  24  Oct  (DR). 
There  were  seven  reports  of  one  to  4 Black 
Scoters  at  six  localities  in  Kentucky  and  one 
in  Tennessee  25  Oct-27  Nov.  The  only  reports 
of  Long-tailed  Duck  were  of  a female  at  Brit- 


This  subadult  Roseate  Spoonbill  was  the  second  of  two 
found  in  Kentucky  in  fall  2007.  It  was  photographed  in  the 
land  Between  the  Lakes  National  Recreation  Area  4 Sep- 
tember. Photograph  byMelodie  Cunningham. 


ton  Eord  11  Nov  (JRW)  and  2 al  Minor  Clark 
Eish  Hatchery,  Rowan,  KY  23  Nov  (MW,  MG). 

Loon  migration  was  relatively  unspectacu- 
lar. The  only  Red-throated  Loon  in  Kentucky 
was  a juv.  on  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall  16-17 
Nov  (tBP);  in  Tennessee,  a Red-throated 
Loon  and  a Pacific  Loon  were  in  Henry  10 
Nov  ORW,  NM),  and  a Red-throated  Loon 
was  at  Reelfoot  L.,  Lake  17  Nov  QRW,  MT). 
The  Regional  peak  count  of  Common  Loons 
was  440-1-  in  Henry,  TN  10  Nov  QRW).  A tal- 
ly of  980-t  Horned  Grebes  from  a few  sites  on 
Kentucky  L.,  Marshall,  KY  27  Nov  (BP)  rep- 
resented a new  state  high  count.  One  to  2 
Eared  Grebes  returned  to  S.  Holston  L.,  Sulli- 
van, TN  6 Nov-i-  for  the  14th  winter  but  were 
late  and  in  below-average  numbers  (RK, 
m.ob.).  Otherwise,  reports  of  rare  grebes  were 
limited  to  single  Eareds  at  Pace  Point  10  Nov 


QRW,  NM)  and  on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  27 
Nov  (TBP). 

The  peak  count  for  American  White  Peli- 
can in  Kentucky  was  represented  by  a tally  of 
more  than  1000  on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon/Trigg  5 
Nov  (HC,  NM).  A Neotropic  Cormorant  at 
Ensley  13  Sep  QRW)  adds  to  the  handful  of 
Regional  records.  An  Anhinga  at  Woods  Res., 
Fratrklin,  TN  1 Sep  Ok  D63:JS)  was  a rarity 
away  from  the  Mississippi  R.  There  were  only 
four  reports  of  one  to  3 American  Bitterns  at 
three  Kentucky  locales  3-8  Oct;  in  Tennessee, 
one  was  at  Standifer  Gap  8 (DV)  & 12  (KC) 
Nov.  Great  Egrets  were  not  seen  in  especially 
large  numbers,  with  notable  peak  counts  lim- 
ited to  330+  at  Eish  Pond,  Fulton,  KY  12  Aug 
(BP,  MSt,  HC)  and  437  along  Riverport  Rd., 
Memphis,  TN  22  Aug  QRW).  A Snowy  Egret 
at  Wildcat  Creek,  Kentucky  L.,  Calloway,  KY 
15  Oct  (BH)  and  a Cattle  Egret  along  the 
Ohio  R.,  Gallatin,  KY  14  Nov  (ph.  BP)  were 
rather  tardy.  A juv.  White  Ibis  continued  at 
Lake  No.  9,  Fulton,  KY  through  10  Aug  (ph. 
HC,  ME).  Single  juv.  White  Ibis  were  at  Up- 


Two  Roseate  Spoonbills  were  found  in  Kentucky  in  fall  2007.  This  subadult 
was  present  at  Grayson  Lake,  Elliott  County  1 1 (here)  through  1 9 August 
2007.  Photograph  by  Tom  Uhlman. 
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These  two  juvenile  Wood  Storks  were  present  on  Kentucky  Lake,  Mar- 
shall County,  Kentucky  10  (here)  and  11  September  2007.  Photograph  by 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


per  Douglas  L.  5 & 15  Sep  (MSI)  and  in 
Hamilton,  TN  13  Oct  (RH).  There  were  two 
reports  of  Roseate  Spoonbills  in  Kentucky:  a 
subad.  at  Grayson  L.  near  Ibex,  Elliott  11-19 
Aug  (ph.  TU  et  al.)  and  a subad.  at  Honker 
L.,  Land  Between  the  Lakes,  Lyon/Trigg  4 Sep 
(ph.  MC).  There  were  two  reports  of  Wood 
Storks:  2 juvs.  at  Jonathan  Creek  10-11  Sep 
(ph.  BP,  ph.  BY  et  al.)  and  up  to  4 Juvs.  along 
Riverport  Rd.,  Memphis,  TN  22  Aug-9  Sep 
(JRW,  m.ob.). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

An  out-of-range  Mississippi  Kite  over  se. 
Muhlenberg,  KY  22  Sep  (tMY,  BY)  represented 
a new  late  departure  date  for  Kentucky.  Two 
Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  in  Washington,  TN 
10-23  Aug  (DM,  m.ob.),  and  one  was  in  Han- 
cock, TN  11  Aug  (fide  SSo).  An  informal  tally 
of  40-50  Red-tailed  Hawks  passing  over 
Sauerheber  over  the  course  of  a few  hours  27 
Oct  (MY,  BY,  et  al.)  indicated  an  exceptional 
migratory  flight.  An  imm.  Kriders-type  Red- 
tailed Hawk  was  at  Ensley  3-4  Nov  O^YV). 
The  only  report  of  Rough-legged  Hawk  was  of 
one  in  Wciyiie,  KY  10  Nov  (RD).  An  ad.  North- 
ern Goshawk  was  reported  from  Union,  TN 
28  Sep  (S&RS).  An  imm.  Golden  Eagle  was 
rather  unusual  for  Sullivan,  TN  29  Oct  (LM). 
It  was  a good  season  for  Merlin,  with  one  to  2 
reported  on  16  occasions  at  13  locales  in  Ken- 
tucky 1 1 Sep-27  Nov.  In  addition  to  reports  of 
local  nesting  birds,  one  to  2 Peregrine  Falcons 
were  reported  on  12  occasions  at  nine  sites  in 
Kentucky  19  Sep-27  Nov;  one  to  3 Peregrines 
were  similarly  widely  reported  from  eight 


Tennessee  counties  7 Sep-23  Nov. 

At  least  6 Virginia  Rails  and  40  So- 
ras  were  observed  at  Sauerheber  6 
Oct  (DR,  KOS).  The  only  report  of 
Common  Moorhen  was  of  one  at 
Sauerheber  18  Aug  (CC).  Shorebird 
migration  was  relatively  unspectacu- 
lar across  the  Region  this  season, 
with  few  rarities  and  no  exceptional 
counts  reported.  Reports  of  late-de- 
parting shorebirds  included  an  Amer- 
ican Golden-Plover  at  Sauerheber  21 
Nov  (BP,  JBr);  a Semipahnated  Plover 
in  Wayne,  KY  3 Nov  (ph.  RD);  2 
Greater  Yellowlegs  at  Barren  River  L., 
Allen  KY  20  Nov  (AH);  and  a Semi- 
palmated  Sandpiper  at  Jonathan 
Creek  19  Oct  (HC).  The  only  reports 
of  Piping  Plover  were  of  one  (perhaps 
the  same  individual)  at  the  Falls  of 
the  Ohio  24  Aug-8  Sep  (ph.  BY,  MY 
et  al.)  and  of  one  at  Upper  Douglas  L. 
20-22  Aug  (ph.  MSI).  The  only  report 
of  American  Avocet  in  Kentucky  was 
a single  bird  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio 
26  Oct  (ph.  EH,  AG  et  al.).  In  Tennessee,  13 
were  at  Upper  Douglas  L.  22  Aug-1  Sep  (ph. 
MSI),  with  one  there  20-26  Sep  (RK,  m.ob.); 
11  were  at  Austin  Springs,  Washington  24-25 
Oct  (RK,  m.ob.);  10  were  at  Shelby  Farms, 
Shelby  26-27  Oct  (VR,  JWa);  and  one  was  at 
Ensley  22  Oct  QWa).  One  to  3 Willets  were  at 
Upper  Douglas  L.  20  Aug-12  Sep  (MSI,  RK, 
m.ob.),  and  singles  were  at  Eagle  Bend  Fish 
Hatchery,  Anderson,  TN  31  Aug  (AT)  and 
Washington,  TN  11  Sep  (DM,  LM,  m.ob.).  Up- 
land Sandpiper  went  unreported  in  Kentucky, 
but  one  to  4 were  at  Ensley  22  Aug-13  Sep 
QRW  et  al),  and  2 were  on  Dacus  Bar,  Shelby, 
TN  5 Aug  ORW). 


Adair  4 & 7 Sep  (RD).  One  to  4 turnstones 
were  reported  from  five  locations  in  e.  and  w. 
Tennessee  4 Aug-20  Sep;  one  at  Austin 
Springs,  Washington  25  Oct  (RK)  was  late.  A 
juv.  Red  Knot  at  Jonathan  Creek  10  Sep  (ph. 
HC  et  al.)  was  the  first  to  be  reported  in  Ken- 
tucky since  2000;  one  was  at  Upper  Douglas 
L.  3 Sep  (ph.  MSI,  DM).  Sanderlings  were  rel- 
atively scarce  this  fall  in  Kentucky,  with  one 
to  3 reported  at  11  locales  20  Aug-18  Oct.  In 


This  juvenile  Red  Knot  was  the  first  found  in  Kentucky  since  2000.  It  was 
present  on  Kentucky  Lake,  Marshall  County  10  (here)  and  11  September 
2007.  Photograph  by  Don  Martin. 

There  were  only  three  reports  of  Ruddy 
Turnstone  in  Kentucky:  2 in  se.  Muhlenberg 
25  Aug  (BY,  MY,  BP);  one  on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon 
3 Sep  (DR,  TD);  and  one  on  Green  River  L., 


Following  a good  showing  during  the  winter  2006-2007, 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  again  turned  up  in  the  far  west- 
ern portion  of  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  Region  in  autumn 
2007.  This  first-cycle  bird  was  present  on  the  Ohio  River, 
Gallatin  County,  Kentucky  14  (here)  through  24  November. 
Photograph  by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 

Tennessee,  one  to  4 were  reported  from  four 
locales  in  e.  Tennessee,  where  the  species  is 
uncommon,  25  Aug-26  Sep. 

A peak  count  of  29  Western  Sandpipers  at 
the  Blood  R.  embayment  of  Kentucky  L.,  Cal- 
loway 24  & 30  Aug  (HC,  BH)  was  the  largest 
number  reported  in  Kentucky  in  several 
years;  40  at  Upper  Douglas  L.  29  Aug  (RK, 
MSI)  was  a similarly  impressive  concentra- 
tion, and  even  more  so  for  e.  Ten- 
nessee. A flock  of  355  Dunlin  at 
Upper  Douglas  L.  4 Nov  (MSI)  was 
also  an  exceptional  number  for  the 
Region.  The  only  White-rumped 
Sandpiper  reported  was  one  at 
Louisville  20  Oct  (T&CB).  One  to 
6 Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  reported 
at  seven  sites  in  Kentucky  15 
Aug-23  Oct.  One  to  8 were  at  Ens- 
ley 5 Aug-10  Oct  (JRW  et  al),  and 
one  to  8 were  reported  from  four  e. 
Tennessee  and  one  middle  Ten- 
nessee locations  1 Sep-6  Oct.  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  were  relatively 
scarce  in  Kentucky,  with  only  one 
to  6 reported  at  six  locales  4 
Aug-22  Sep;  one  at  the  mouth  of  Snake 
Creek,  Green  River  L.,  Adair,  KY  4 Sep  (RD) 
was  a first  for  the  site  and  county;  25  at  Up- 
per Douglas  L.  6 Sep  (MSI,  RK)  represents 
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Two  California  Gulls  were  reported  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  Region  in  fall 

2007.  This  first-cycle  bird  was  present  below  Kentucky  Dam  17-27  (here  26)  No- 
vember. Photograph  by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


one  of  the  highest  counts  ever  for  Tennessee. 
One  to  4 Long-billed  Dowitchers  were  report- 
ed at  seven  Kentucky  locales  12  Aug-30  Oct. 
The  only  reports  of  Red-necked  Phalarope 
were  single  juvs.  at  Louisville  15  Sep  (ph.  BY, 
MY  et  al.)  and  Ensley  12  Oct  ORW).  A Red 
Phalarope  in  basic  plumage  was  at  Mud  I., 
Shelby,  TN  27  Oct  ORW). 

GULLS  THROUGH 
HUMMINGBIRDS 

Single  Laughing  Gulls  were  present  on  Ken- 
tucky L.,  Marshall,  KY  2 61  15  Sep  (BY,  MY, 
HC),  on  the  Ohio  R.,  Bracken,  KY  24  Nov 
(BP),  and  Chickamauga  L.,  Hamilton,  TN  26 
Nov  (KC).  An  all-day  tally  of  72  Franklin’s 
Gulls  from  Mud  L,  Shelby,  TN  20  Oct  QRW) 
was  a noteworthy  high;  a count  of  32  at  Bar- 
ren River  L.  22  Oct  (DR)  was  exceptional  for 
the  cen.  portion  of  the  Region;  the  eastern- 
most report  was  of  one  on  the  Ohio  R.,  Brack- 
en, KY  19  Nov  (BP).  A juv.  Bonaparte’s  Gull  at 
the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  18  Aug  (T&CB)  was 
quite  early.  A count  of  at  least  50  Herring 
Gulls  at  Barren  River  L.  26  Oct  (DR,  AH)  was 
an  exceptional  Regional  count  away  from  the 
larger  lakes  and  for  the  time  of  year.  Two  first- 
cycle  California  Gulls  were  reported:  one  at 
Pace  Point  11  Nov  QRW)  and  one  at  Ken- 
tucky Dam  17,  26,  & 27  Nov  (ph.  BP).  Single 
ad.  Thayer’s  Gulls  were  reported  at  Pace  Point 
11  Nov  ORW),  above  Barkley  Dam  14  Nov 
(HC),  and  at  Kentucky  Dam  17  Nov  (BP). 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  representing  at 
least  5 individuals  were  present  on  Kentucky 
L.,  Marshall,  KY  on  various  dates  2 Sep+ 
(m.ob.),  with  the  early  date  (ph.  BY,  MY) 
matching  the  previous  early  fall  date  for  the 
state;  an  imm.  was  at  Mud  L,  Shelby,  TN  26 
Oct  ORW);  and  2 first-cycle  birds  were  at 
Pace  Point  11  Nov  ORW).  Away  from  w.  Ken- 
tucky, 3 were  found  upstream  along  the  Ohio 
R.,  with  a first-cycle  bird  in  Gallatin,  KY  14/24 
Nov  (ph.  BP)  and  a third-cycle  at  the  Falls  of 


the  Ohio  22-27  Nov  (ph.  EH, 
MSt,  BP),  plus  an  ad.  there  26 
Nov  (EH).  There  were  two  re- 
ports of  Great  Black-backed 
Gull  in  Kentucky:  a first-cycle 
bird  above  and  at  Kentucky 
Dam  16-17  Nov  (tBP)  and  a 
probable  second-cycle  bird  on 
the  Ohio  R.  below  Markland 
Dam,  Gallatin  23  Nov  (TMSt). 
The  only  Sabine’s  Gulls  reported 
were  a juv.  on  Kentucky  L.,  Mar- 
shall, KY  28-29  Sep  (DR,  KOS) 
and  an  ad.  at  Mud  L,  Shelby,  TN 
21  Oct  ORW). 

Among  terns,  there  were  sev- 
eral peak  counts  of  interest:  85 
Least  Terns,  including  many  juvs.,  at 
Mitchell  L.  21  Aug  (SR);  a total  of  1050 
Caspian  Terns  at  scattered  sites  on  L. 
Barkley,  Lyon/Trigg,  KY  3 Sep  (DR,  TD) 
that  represented  a new  state  high  count; 

34  Black  Terns  in  McCracken,  KY  1 1 Sep 
(BP);  a mixed  flock  of  80-h  Forster’s  and 
Common  Terns  at  Barren  River  L.  25  Oct 
(AH);  200  Forster’s  Terns  on  L.  Barkley, 

Lyon  15  Oct  (TD);  and  172  Forster’s  at 
Jonathan  Creek  16  Nov  (HC). 

A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  ob- 
served feeding  a fledgling  in  Jefferson, 

KY  23  Sep  (BW)  for  a rather  late  report 
of  nesting.  One  to  2 Black-billed  Cuck- 
oos were  reported  in  Pike,  KY  24  Aug 
OCa);  Boyle,  KY  16  Sep  (MH);  Shelby 
Farms,  Memphis,  TN  17  Sep  (VR);  and 
Jefferson,  KY  6 Oct  OBe,  PB  et  al.). 

The  only  reports  of  Short-eared  Owl 
were  singles  in  Jefferson,  KY  28  Oct 
(MM,  BP)  and  Union,  KY  6 Nov  (CC). 

Tardy  Common  Nighthawks  were  reported  in 
Jefferson,  KY  6 (MM,  BP)  & 13  Nov  (BW, 
CBu).  A juv.  male  Calliope  Hummingbird  in 
Woodbury,  Cannon,  TN  14-19  Nov  (C&HW, 
ph.  CS,  m.ob.)  furnished  the  5th  record  for 
the  state  and  Region.  By  season’s  end,  it  ap- 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  staged  an  unprece- 
dented flight  into  the  Region,  with  an  incredible 
total  of  91  individuals  captured  in  1 0 nights  of  banding  at 
Louisville  25  Oct-18  Nov;  the  peak  capture  nights  of  29- 
30  Oct  and  1-2  Nov  yielded  totals  of  20  and  17  individu- 
als, respectively  (MM,  BP).  Many  of  the  birds  were  hatch- 
year  females,  and  there  were  two  foreign  recaptures  of 
hatch-year  birds  banded  in  Ontario  in  Oct.  Four  Saw- 
whets  were  banded  in  Km,  IN  10  Nov  (MA).  One  banded 
in  Wisconsin  as  a juv.  20  Oct  2004  was  found  dead  in 
Dekalb,  TN  3 Nov  (ph.  SJS).  One  banded  at  Warner  Parks 
Nature  Center,  Nashville,  TN  8 Nov  (KS)  was  only  the  2nd 
ever  banded  in  Nashville. 


peared  to  be  a relatively  slow  one  for  Rufous 
Hummingbirds;  a full  summary  will  appear  in 
the  winter  2007-2008  report. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

There  were  only  six  reports  of  single  Olive- 
sided Flycatchers  1 1 Aug-24  Sep.  Yellow-bel- 
lied Flycatchers  put  in  a good  showing  in  Ken- 
tucky, with  more  than  a dozen  reports  27 
Aug-29  Sep;  4 were  reported  from  three  Ten- 
nessee locations  12  Sep-4  Oct;  the  last,  from 
Washington  (RK),  was  particularly  rare  for  e. 
Tennessee.  A Western  Kingbird  was  in  Ander- 
son, TN  25  Oct  (CW).  A Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher was  seen  8 km  nne.  of  the  Lyon,  KY 
nesting  location  in  mid-Sep  (KK).  Likewise, 
singles  in  Marion,  TN  25  Aug  (DJ,  JHe)  and 


Bledsoe,  TN  4 Sep  (SJS)  were  near  breeding 
sites.  An  imm.  or  female  was  at  Island  13  along 
the  Mississippi  R.,  Lake,  TN  2 Aug  (NM).  A 
first-year  Northern  Shrike  was  seen  in  se. 
Muhlenberg  8 Nov  (tBP).  A Yellow-throated 
Vireo  in  Marshall,  KY  7 Nov  (HC)  established 
a new  late  departure  date  for  the  state  by  about 
two  weeks.  A Blue-headed  Vireo  in  Hamilton, 
TN  8 Nov  (KC)  was  also  late. 

A tardy  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow 
was  present  in  Fulton,  KY  9 Nov  (ph.  HC, 
ME).  A Bank  Swallow  in  Pulaski,  KY  24  Oct 
(ph.  RD)  established  a new  late  departure 
date  for  the  state.  A very  late  Barn  Swallow 
was  present  in  Russell,  KY  24  Nov  (SM,  RB). 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  staged  a significant 
flight  into  the  Region,  commencing  with  re- 
ports in  Bullitt,  KY  8 Sep  QBe,  PB,  BBC)  and 
Pulaski,  KY  9 Sep  (RD).  By  early  Oct,  small 
numbers  were  being  reported  widely  across 
the  Region.  Breeding  Sedge  Wrens  were  re- 
ported at  South  Shore  W.M.A.,  Greenup.  KY, 


Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  staged  an  unprecedented  movement  across 

much  of  the  Southeast  and  East  in  fall  2007.  This  bird  was  one  of  1 7 
banded  the  night  of  1-2  November  in  Jefferson  County,  Kentucky. 
Photograph  by  Mark  Monroe. 
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This  Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  one  of  at  least  three  birds  in  southern  Jefferson 
County,  Kentucky  15-28  (here  1 8)  September  2007.  Photograph  by  Eddie  Huber. 


with  at  least  one  nest  containing  eggs  and  at 
least  6 territorial  males  present  (ph.  RS,  SF  et 
al);  other  reports  of  probable  breeding  birds 
came  from  Travis  W.M.A.,  Carlisle,  KY  4 Aug 
(BP)  and  Ballard  W.M.A.,  Ballard,  KY  during 
Aug  (m.ob.).  One  was  at  Standifer  Gap  18  Sep 
(CD).  A tally  of  30-r  Marsh  Wrens  at  Sauerhe- 
ber  6 Oct  (DR,  KOS)  established  a new  one- 
day  high  count  for  Kentucky.  Two  were  at 
Brainerd  Levee,  Hamilton,  TN  27  Oct  (KC, 
CDB).  A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  in  Nashville, 
TN  6 Nov  (LK)  was  late.  Record  numbers  of 
Gray-cheeked  (18),  Swainson’s  (268),  and 
Wood  (48)  Thrushes  were  banded  at  Roan 
Mt.,  Carter,  TN  during  the  season  (RK).  A 
Wood  Thrush  banded  in  Hamilton,  TN  25  Oct 
(DA)  was  very  late.  Single  juv.  Hermit 
Thrushes  banded  at  Roan  Mt.,  Carter,  TN  19 
& 28  Aug  (RK)  were  likely  the  result  of  local 
breeding;  this  species  is  a rare  breeder  at  this 
location  near  the  s.  terminus  of  its  breeding 
range  in  the  East. 

A Cape  May  Warbler,  rare  in  cen.  Ten- 
nessee in  the  fall,  was  in  White,  TN  29  Sep 
(BHS).  A Tennessee  Warbler  in  Pulaski  5 Aug 
(RD)  established  a new  fall  arrival  date  for 
Kentucky  by  nearly  two  weeks.  A Tennessee 
and  a Cape  May  banded  18  Aug  at  Roan  Mt., 
Carter,  TN  (RK)  were  record  early  for  ne. 
Tennessee.  A Tennessee  Warbler  banded  in 
Hamilton,  TN  8 Nov  (DA,  SSo,  KC)  was  late. 
A Yellow  Warbler  in  Sullivan,  TN  10  Oct 
(RK)  was  a record  late  date  for  ne.  Tennessee. 
An  Orange-crowned  Warbler  in  Bullitt,  KY  8 
Sep  (JBe,  PB,  BBC)  tied  the  early  arrival  date 
for  the  state.  A male  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  in  Calloway,  KY  16  Sep  (KC)  was 
quite  far  w.  for  fall.  An  Audubon’s  Warbler  in 
sw.  Jefferson  23-24  Sep  (tBP,  ph.  EH  et  al.) 
represented  the  first  well-documented  report 
for  Kentucky.  Two  Yellow-rumped  Warblers 
banded  on  Roan  Mt.,  Carter,  TN  22  Aug  (RK) 
were  either  summering  or  record  early.  A 


Blackburnian  Warbler  in  Warren, 
KY  12  Aug  (DR)  represented  a 
new  early  arrival  date  away  from 
known  breeding  areas;  also  early 
was  one  in  Pulaski,  KY  19  Aug 
(RD).  The  only  report  of  Black- 
poll  Warbler  in  Kentucky  was  of 
one  in  sw.  Jefferson  24  Sep  (BP). 
A Connecticut  Warbler  in  sw.  Jef- 
ferson 23  Sep  (EH)  was  the  only 
one  reported  from  Kentucky;  one 
in  Sullivan,  TN  29  Sep  QM)  was 
rare  for  e.  Tennessee;  and  one 
banded  in  Hamilton,  TN  23  Aug 
(DA)  was  exceptionally  early. 
Single  Mourning  Warblers  were 
reported  on  seven  occasions  at 
five  sites  in  Kentucky  3 Sep— 4 
Oct;  only  one  was  reported  from  Tennessee, 
in  Hamilton  11  Sep  (DA).  A tardy  Yellow- 
breasted Chat  was  reported  in  Laurel,  KY  13 
Oct  (GC,  fide  RD). 

At  least  3 Clay-colored  Sparrows  were 
present  in  sw.  Jefferson,  KY  15-28  Sep  (ph.  EH 
et  al.),  with  one  banded  18  Sep  (ph.  EH,  MM, 
BP);  another  was  at  Standifer  Gap  10  Oct  (ph. 
CD).  A Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  in  ne.  Jefferson,  KY 
2 Oct  (BP)  established  a new  early  arrival  date 
for  the  state  by  four  days;  one  at  Britton  Ford 
10  Nov  QkW)  was  the  only  report  for  Ten- 
nessee. There  were  three  reports  of  Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  in  Kentucky:  one  in  Jef- 
ferson 16  Sep  (BP,  ph.  BY,  ph.  EH  et  al.)  that 
represented  a new  early  fall  arrival  date  by 
several  days;  and  singles  at  Sauerheber  6 Oct 
(DR,  KOS)  and  in  ne.  Jefferson  20-21  Oct  (BP, 
ph.  JHu,  et  al.).  One  at  Shady  Valley,  Johnson, 
TN  28  Sep  (RK)  was  the  only  one  reported 
from  Tennessee.  Lapland  Longspurs  are  rare 
in  e.  Tennessee,  but  one  in  Washington  17  Nov 
(RK)  was  at  a semi-regular  location.  Rose- 


Although  Western  Meadowlarks  occur  regularly  in  the  far 
western  portion  of  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  Region,  they 
are  quite  rare  farther  east.  This  bird  was  photographed  in 
Muhlenberg  County,  Kentucky  8 November  2007.  Photo- 
graph by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


breasted  Grosbeaks  followed  up  last  spring’s 
unprecedented  showing  with  small  numbers 
at  feeding  stations  across  the  Region  mid- 
Sep-mid-Nov;  the  latest  reports  were  of  sin- 
gles in  Pike,  KY  13  Nov  QCa)  and  Calloway, 
KY  26-28  Nov  (tSL).  Flights  of  60-100+  were 
seen  daily  at  Roan  Mt.,  Carter,  TN  22  Sep-2 
Oct  (RK). 

The  only  report  of  Western  Meadowlark 
was  of  one  in  se.  Muhlenberg,  KY  8 Nov  (ph. 
BP).  An  ad.  male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird 
was  seen  in  the  company  of  a large  flock  of 
blackbirds  in  w.  Webster,  KY  8 Nov  (ph.  BP). 
An  Orchard  Oriole  in  Rutheiford,  TN  6 Oct 


Clay-colored  Sparrows  have  become  more  regular  in  the 
Tennessee  & Kentucky  Region  during  the  past  decade.  This 
bird  was  present  at  Standifer  Gap  Marsh,  Hamilton  County, 
Tennessee  10  October  2007.  Photograph  by  Charles  Dean. 

(TW,  JCo)  was  extraordinarily  late  and  estab- 
lishes a new  late  fall  date  for  Tennessee.  A rel- 
atively minor  flight  of  Purple  Finches  and 
Pine  Siskins  commenced  in  early  to  mid-Oct, 
with  earliest  reports  of  Purple  Finches  from 
Hamilton,  TN  4 Oct  (CF);  both  species  were 
widespread  in  small  numbers  by  early  Nov. 
The  only  boreal  finch  of  note  to  come  south 
with  the  early  flight  was  a male  Common 
Redpoll  at  Owenton,  Owen,  KY  13  Nov  (tSD). 

Cited  contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  David  Aborn,  Mark  Armstrong, 
Tom  & Colleen  Becker,  Jane  Bell  08e),  Pat 
Bell,  Clyde  D.  Blum,  John  Brunjes  OBr), 
Rhonda  Bryant,  Craig  Bunting  (CBu),  Kevin 
Calhoon  (se.  Tennessee),  Joan  Carr  OCa). 
Phillip  Casteel  (middle  Tennessee),  Hap 
Chambers,  Beckham  Bird  Club,  Jeff  Cowell 
QCo),  Granville  Cox,  Charlie  Crawford, 
Melodie  Cunningham,  Charles  Dean,  Steve 
Delaney,  Roseanna  Denton,  Tom  Durbin, 
Melissa  Easley,  Carol  Fegarido,  Scott  Freid- 
hof,  Alan  Goldstein,  Mickey  Greene,  Michael 
Hamm,  Barry  Hart,  John  Henderson  QHe), 
Rick  Houlk,  Eddie  Huber,  Jennifer  Huber 
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QHu),  Aaron  Hulsey,  Jerry  Ingles,  Daniel  Ja- 
cobson, Linda  Kelly,  Kentucky  Ornithological 
Society,  Kayl  Kite,  Rick  Knight  (ne.  Ten- 
nessee) Sally  Leedom,  Scott  Marsh,  Larry  Mc- 
Daniel, Don  Miller,  Mark  Monroe,  Nancy 
Moore,  John  Moyle,  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr., 
Dick  Preston  (w.  Tennessee),  Scott  Record, 
Virginia  Reynolds,  David  Roemer,  Steve  & 
Rebecca  Satterfield,  Rick  Seelhorst,  Kathy 
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GL/LF  OF  MEXICO 


Greg  D.  Jackson 


The  fall  season  arrived  on  the  heels  of 
one  of  the  worst  droughts  in  years  in 
much  of  inland  Alabama.  Some  forms 
of  birding,  particularly  the  search  for  shore- 
birds,  became  an  exploration  of  non-tradi- 
tional  sites;  the  usual  inland  spots  were  often 
dry,  but  new  opportunities  sometimes  were 
revealed  by  receding  waters.  During  the  au- 
tumn, rainfall  levels  improved  in  many  areas, 
though  the  cumulative  drought  persisted,  ac- 
tually expanding  in  extent  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  Region.  Temperatures  were  warmer 
than  usual  throughout  the  period.  The  only 
formal  tropical  weather  event  was  Hurricane 
Humberto,  a Category  1 storm  that  made  land- 
fall 13  September  near  the  Texas/Louisiana 
line,  moving  northeastward  as  a tropical  de- 
pression the  next  day  into  central  Mississippi; 
no  significant  avian  activity  was  reported  in 
our  area.  Most  productive  fronts  on  the  coast 
arrived  28  September,  9 and  19  October,  and 
15  November.  Birding  was  often  excellent  this 
fall,  especially  for  large  waders  and  gulls,  and 
sporadically  good  for  shorebirds  and  passer- 
ines. Several  exciting  vagrants  were  enjoyed. 


Shaw,  Michael  Sledjeski  (MSI),  Chris  Sloan, 
Scott  Somershoe  (SSo),  Barbara  H.  Stedman, 
Stephen  J.  Stedman,  Matt  Shekel  (MSt),  Dale 
& Jeannie  Swant,  Mike  Todd,  Allan  Trently, 
Tom  Uhlman,  Dave  Vogt,  Jay  Walko  QYVa), 
Chris  Welsh,  Terry  Witt,  Jeff  R.  Wilson,  Bar- 
bara Woerner,  Carol  & Herb  Wolf,  Mike 
Wright,  Ben  Yandell,  Mary  Yandell.  Many 
thanks  go  to  the  numerous  additional  indi- 


viduals who  contributed  information  that  was 
used  in  this  report.  O 


Chris  Sloan,  224  Hicks  Road,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37221 
(chris.sloan@comcast.net) 

Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 

Kentucky  State  Nature  Preserves  Commission 
801  Schenkel  Lane,  Frankfort,  Kentucky  40601 
(brainard.palmer-ball@ky.gov) 
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including  an  all-too-brief  first  Regional  ap- 
pearance of  a true  mega-rarity  in  Mississippi. 

Abbreviations;  Dauphin  (Dauphin  L,  Mobile, 
AL);  Delta  (Mississippi  Delta  of  nw.  and  w- 
cen.  Mississippi);  Ft.  Morgan  (Ft.  Morgan 
State  Historical  Park,  Baldwin,  AL);  G.C. 
(Gulf  Coast  Region,  Mobile/Baldwin,  AL); 
I.C.E  (Inland  Coastal  Plain  Region  of  s.-cen. 
Alabama);  M.R.  (Mountain  Region  of  n.  Ala- 
bama); Noxubee  (Noxubee  N.W.R.,  Nox- 
ubee/Oktibbeha/Winston, MS);  Swan  Creek 
(Swan  Creek  W.M.A.,  Limestone,  AL);  T.  V. 
(Tennessee  Valley  Region  of  n.  Alabama); 
Wheeler  (Wheeler  N.W.R.,  Lime- 
stone/Morgan/Madison, AL). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
LARGE  WADERS 

Rare  but  continuing  to  increase  in  the  Region, 
single  Ross’s  Geese  were  first  spotted  this  sea- 
son 16  Nov  at  Ft.  Morgan  and  Magnolia 
Springs,  Baldwin,  AL  (both  GDJ,  DGJ);  2 were 
in  Oktibbeha  that  day  (TLS),  and  4 were  seen 
17  Nov  at  the  usual  site  at  Wheeler  (SWM). 
Cackling  Geese  are  rare  but  regular  in  Missis- 
sippi, mostly  in  the  Delta;  one  was  spotted 
farther  e.  near  Oxford,  Lafayette  26  Nov 
(GCK,  SGK).  More  than  200  Wood  Ducks  15 
Oct  at  two  sites  on  L.  Logan  Martin,  St. 
Clair/Talladega  (RH,  PD)  set  a new  M.R.  daily 
maximum.  Noteworthy  inland,  up  to  4 Surf 
Scoters  were  in  Colbert,  AL  beginning  8 Nov 
(DJS,  m.ob.,  ph.),  one  was  in  Lowndes,  MS  25 
Oct  (TLS),  and  4 appeared  in  Oktibbeha,  MS 
27  Nov  (TLS).  Even  more  unusual  away  from 
the  coast  was  a Black  Scoter  10  Nov  in 
Yalobusha,  MS  (GCK,  SGK).  Four  Long-tailed 
Ducks  were  a nice  find  at  Perdido  Pass,  Bald- 
win, AL  22  Nov  (WRP). 

Single  Red-throated  Loons  were  in  s.  Bald- 
win, AL  18  Nov-i-  (HEH,  CH,  TS,  JS,  m.ob., 
ph.)  and  24  Nov  in  Hancock,  MS  (NB).  Prob- 
ably a rare-but-regular  summering  bird,  a 
Common  Loon  was  at  Dauphin  25  Aug  (TS, 


JS,  HEH).  Providing  the  19th  Alabama  record, 
and  only  the  2nd  for  the  I.C.P,  a Red-necked 
Grebe  was  a surprise  at  WE  George  Dam  in 
Heniy  22  Nov  (EB,  MB).  A subad.  Masked 
Booby,  rare  and  irregular  in  our  Region,  was 
studied  4 Oct  at  Dauphin  (BCG).  American 
White  Pelican  continues  to  increase  inland  in 
Alabama.  Of  several  reports  this  season,  most 
notable  were  325  setting  a new  M.R.  maxi- 
mum at  Weiss  L.,  Cherokee  11  Nov  (GDJ, 
DGJ),  and  513  providing  a T.V  maximum  24 
Nov  at  Wheeler  (BKF,  GEH).  Inland  Brown 
Pelicans  are  always  a surprise,  though  the 
species  has  become  almost  regular  in  recent 
years  at  WE  George  Dam,  Henry,  one  was 
seen  in  Alabama  waters  there  22  Nov  (EB, 
MB).  Rare  but  increasing  in  the  Delta,  a single 
Neotropic  Cormorant  was  noted  in  Sunflower 
1 Sep  (GCK,  SGK).  Twelve  Anhingas  in  Mo- 
bile 4 Sep  (BCG)  set  a new  G.C.  maximum; 
another  in  Autauga,  AL  13  Nov  (BCG)  was 
rare  this  late  so  far  north. 

Rare  in  our  area,  a white-morph  Reddish 
Egret  was  a treat  in  Hancock,  MS  mid- 
Aug-mid-Sep  (NB).  An  impressive  count  of 
217  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  was  made 
in  Sunflower,  MS  1 Sep  ORW,  GCK,  SGK);  the 


Rare  at  most  inland  locations  in  North  America,  this  Surf 
Scoter  was  one  of  four  on  the  Tennessee  River  in  Colbert 
County,  Alabama  beginning  8 November  2007  (here  27  No- 
vember). Photograph  by  Greg  D.  Jackson. 

32  Black-crowneds  27  Nov  at  Wilson  Dam, 
Colbert  (GDJ)  set  a new  T.V  fall  maximum. 
Roseate  Spoonbill  continues  to  increase  in 
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franklin's  Gull  is  rare  but  regular  in  Alabama,  most  often  found 
in  autumn.  This  first-cycle  bird  (right)  was  one  of  four  in  Bald- 
win County  1 6 November  2007.  Photograph  by  Greg  D.  Jackson. 

our  Region,  particularly  in  Mississippi;  lead- 
ing the  pack  was  an  astounding  count  of  184 
birds  1 Sep  in  Sunflower  (GCK,  SGK,  JRW). 
Two  spoonbills  were  rare  in  Oktibbeha,  MS  1 
Sep  (MJ),  and  9 birds  set  a new  Mississippi 
coastal  maximum  29  Sep  in  Hancock  (NB). 
Much  more  unusual  in  Alabama,  though  still 
increasing  and  now  expected  in  small  num- 
bers, 2 spoonbills  were  spotted  13  Oct  on  the 
Mobile  Causeway,  Baldwin  (SWM,  PEL),  and 
another  was  at  Ft.  Morgan  25  Oct  (HEH). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  GULLS 

Out  of  usual  range,  a Swallow-tailed  Kite 
graced  Ycdobusha,  MS  10  Aug  (DDW),  and  a 
Mississippi  Kite  was  in  Jackson,  AL  8 Sep 
(DRJ).  The  ad.  Broad-winged  Hawk  on  the 
Mobile  Causeway,  Baldwin,  AL  19  Nov  (BCG) 
was  veiy  late.  Swainsons  Hawk  has  increased 
on  the  coast  in  recent  years,  particularly  in  s. 
Baldwin,  where  up  to  5 established  a new  Al- 
abama maximum  27  Oct-15  Nov  (DP,  m.ob., 
pb.).  Single  Swainsons  were  noted  13  Oct  on 
Dauphin  (LEG,  AM)  and  7 Nov  in  Hancock, 

"It  always  was  the  biggest  fish  I caught  that  got 
away."  - Eugene  Fields,  Our  Biggest  Fish 

For  years  a few  observers  in  our  Region  have  been  sifting 
through  the  large  summer  and  fall  flocks  of  Wood  Storks.  A 
goal  of  this  pursuit,  not  always  stated  to  avoid  laughter 
from  those  less  optimistic,  has  been  to  find  a tropical  giant. 
An  occurrence  this  year  in  the  Delta  proved  this  quest  has 
not  been  quixotic,  not  a malady  spawned  by  the  hot 
Southern  sun.  Southeast  of  Caile,  Sunflower,  MS,  a Jabiru 
was  present  at  a catfish  pond  complex  24-27  Aug  (L&MM, 
ph.  SJ,  p.a.).  The  excitement  rippling  across  the  internet 
with  the  announcement  of  this  find  was  palpable.  Unfor- 
tunately, as  soon  as  this  mega-vagrant  became  known  to 
the  birding  community  it  vanished,  never  to  be  seen  again. 
This  was  the  first  occurrence  of  the  species  e.  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River;  Texas  has  seven  accepted  records,  and  one  is 
documented  from  Oklahoma.  So  ignore  the  naysayers  and 
keep  searching  those  flocks — the  big  guy  may  return! 


MS  (NB).  A rare  Harlans  Hawk  was  discov- 
ered 24  Nov  at  Wheeler  (BKF,  GEH).  A Gold- 
en Eagle  24  Oct  was  a scarce,  and  early,  treat 
in  Hancock,  MS  (NB).  Locally  rare  in  fall,  a 
Virginia  Rail  was  in  Oktibbeha,  MS  beginning 
5 Nov  (TLS). 

Usually,  American  Golden-Plover  is  most 
numerous  in  spring  in  our  Region,  with  only 
scattered  reports  of  small  numbers  in  autumn. 
So  the  discovery  of  1000  or  more  in  Tunica, 
MS  27  Oct  ORW)  was  shocking:  this  is  a Re- 
gional fall  maximum  by  a large  margin  and 
equals  even  the  largest  spring  counts.  Occa- 
sional inland  in  Alabama,  a Piping  Plover  14 
Sep  in  s.  Lee  (BKF)  provided  a 6th  I.C.P 
record;  this  bird  had  been  color-banded  in  the 
Great  Lakes  area.  Inland  American  Avocets  are 
always  a pleasant  surprise.  In  Alabama,  8 of 
these  elegant  creatures  were  discovered  in 
Shelby  18  Aug  (KW),  and  up  to  17  set  a new 
I.C.P.  maximum  3-15  Sep  in  Montgomery 
(LEG  et  ak).  A good  count  of  37  avocets  was 
made  1 Sep  in  Sunflower,  MS  (GCK,  SGK), 
and  another  3 were  in  Lee,  MS  6 Oct  (WRP). 
Also  scarce  inland,  single  Willets  were  spotted 
31  Aug-2  Sep  in  s.  Lee,  AL  (BKF  et  al.)  and  on 

1 Sep  both  in  Shelby,  AL  (FF,  MS  et  al.)  and  in 
Sunflower,  MS  (GCK,  SGK,  JRW).  Scarce  away 
from  the  coast,  a Ruddy  Turnstone  was  in  Lee, 
MS  8 Sep  (WRP).  Rare  in  the  I.C.P.,  up  to  3 
Sanderlings  were  in  s.  Lee  2-9  Sep  (GEH,  BKF 
et  al.);  one  at  Swan  Creek  13  Oct  was  unusu- 
al but  more  expected  (GDJ). 

Baird’s  Sandpiper  is  regular  in  small  num- 
bers in  fall  in  some  portions  of  the  Region.  Of 
six  reports  from  Alabama,  most  notable  were 
3 birds  between  two  sites  15-16  Sep  in  Shelby 
(GDJ,  DGJ  et  al),  setting  a fall  M.R.  maxi- 
mum, and  a late  Baird’s  8 Nov  at  Swan  Creek 
(DJS).  Providing  a first  Aug  record  for  Ala- 
bama), a molting  ad.  Dunlin  was  discovered 
on  Dauphin  8 Aug  (BCG).  Establishing  a 
maximum  for  the  M.R.,  35  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers  were  counted  15  Sep  in  Shelby 
(GDJ,  DGJ).  Locally  rare  were  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  8 Sep  in  Lee,  MS  (WRP),  and  up  to 

2 in  Montgomery  12-14  Sep  (TRP  et  ak). 

Rare  but  regular  in  the  n.  portions  of  Ala- 
bama and  Mississippi,  there  were  six  reports 
of  8 Laughing  Gulls  31  Aug-25  Nov  (SWM, 
GDJ,  JRW,  TLS,  TMH,  m.ob.).  Franklin’s  Gull 
is  regular  in  autumn,  sometimes  appearing  in 
good  numbers.  Of  six  Mississippi  reports, 
most  noteworthy  were  an  early  individual  12 
Sep  in  Oktibbeha  (TLS)  and  up  to  72  at  Ark- 
abutla  L.,  Tate  20-21  Oct  QRW).  Less  common 
in  Alabama,  five  reports  of  11  Franklin’s  in- 
cluded up  to  3 birds  11-13  Oct  at  Dauphin 
(SWM,  PEL  et  ak)  and  up  to  4 in  s.  Baldwin 
beginning  16  Nov  (GDJ,  DGJ  et  ak,  ph.).  Al- 
abama’s 6th  record  of  California  Gull  came  as 


a two-fer  27  Oct  at  Guntersville,  Marshall, 
where  single  ad.  and  third-cycle  birds  were 
discovered  together  (SWM,  GDJ,  m.ob.,  ph., 
p.a.);  the  younger  gull  was  seen  through  24 
Nov.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  is  now  a rare 
but  expected  species  in  Alabama.  An  ad.  13-22 
Sep  on  Pelican  k.  Mobile  (D&CD)  set  a new 
state  arrival  record,  and  another  beginning  30 
Sep  in  Marshall  (SWM,  m.ob.,  ph.)  was  also 
early.  Other  Alabama  Lesser  Black-backed  re- 
ports were  of  an  ad.  12  Oct  in  Mobile  (SWM, 
PEL)  and  a probable  second-cycle  individual 
25  Nov  in  Marshall  (RAR,  LBR).  More  unusu- 
al were  2 Great  Black-backed  Gulls  beginning 
10  Oct  on  Pelican  k.  Mobile,  AL  (HD,  RAR, 
LBR,  SWM,  m.ob.)  and  a lone  ad.  5 Nov  at  Or- 
ange Beach,  Baldwin,  AL  (BM).  Providing  a 
6th  T.V  record,  and  always  an  exciting  find,  a 
first-cycle  Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  spotted 
20  Nov  at  Bear  Cr.,  Colbert  (DJS). 

TERNS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Of  six  uncommon  inland  Mississippi  Least 
Tern  reports,  most  notable  were  late  individu- 
als 14  Sep  in  Noxubee  (TLS)  and  Lafayette 
(GCK,  SGK).  Two  Caspian  Terns,  rare  in  the 
M.R.,  passed  through  Jefferson  22  Sep  (RSD). 
Late  Black  Terns  were  at  Dauphin  16  Oct 
(PEL)  and  at  Arkabutla  L.,  Tate,  MS  20-21  Oct 
QRW).  Also  tardy  was  a Common  Tern  25 
Nov  in  Baldwin,  AL  (WRP).  Good  numbers  of 
inland  Forster’s  Terns  were  reported,  includ- 
ing 400+  in  Tate,  MS  20-21  Oct  QRW)  and  up 
to  94  birds  in  Marshall,  AL  21  Nov  (SWM). 


Alabama's  sixth  occurrence  of  California  Gull  came  27  Octo- 
ber 2007,  when  an  adult  (here)  and  a third-cycle  bird  were 
found  in  Marshall  County.  Photograph  by  Steve  W.  McConnell. 


Casual  in  Mississippi,  but  on  an  upward 
trend,  an  Inca  Dove  was  shot  by  a hunter  1 
Sep  in  Bolivar  (DW);  if  preserved,  this  would 
be  the  first  specimen  for  the  state.  A Common 
Ground-Dove  24  Nov  in  Shelby  (GJH)  was 
rare  in  the  M.R.  Rare  fall  Black-billed  Cuck- 
oos were  at  Ft.  Morgan  (RRS,  MBS  et  ak,  b.) 
and  Dauphin  (PJ  et  ak),  both  13  Oct.  Always 
a good  find,  a Groove-billed  Ani  was  in  Han- 
cock, MS  30  Oct  (NB).  Erratic  and  rare  in  Al- 
abama, a Short-eared  Owl  flopped  through 
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Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  is  rare  but  regular  and  increasing  in  Alabama. 
This  adult  was  in  Marshall  County  beginning  30  September  2007  (here  17 
October).  Photograph  by  Jerry  Green. 


the  dusk  at  Key  Cave  N.WR.,  Lauderdale  16 
Nov  (TMH).  In  this  age  of  rapid  Internet  re- 
porting, word  came  from  states  to  the  north  of 
a large  flight  of  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls. 
Consequently,  a banding  effort  was  launched 
in  ne.  Alabama,  with  a successful  capture  21 
Nov  in  Jackson  (ECS,  JT,  ph.,  b.,  p.a.)  provid- 
ing an  8th  state  record.  The  Chaetura  swift  26 
Nov  at  Ft.  Morgan  (LRD,  RAD,  WWD,  CZ) 
was  extremely  late,  raising  the  possibility  of 
Vaux’s.  Rare  but  becoming  regular  in  Ala- 
bama, a banded  Buff-bellied  Hummingbird  re- 
turned for  a 2nd  year  to  a Mobile  feeder  (FB, 
S&PK).  The  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  in  Jef- 
ferson 3 Sep  (RRS,  MBS)  represented  an  early 
Alabama  arrival  record. 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher  is  only  occasional  in 
the  I.C.P.;  one  was  spotted  19  Aug  in  Coving- 
ton (TSa).  The  species  is  rare  in  other  regions 
of  Alabama,  so  singles  were  noteworthy  9 Sep 
in  Jackson  (DRJ),  4 Sep  at  Dauphin  (HEH  et 
al.),  and  15  Sep  in  Jefferson  (KA,  GJH).  An 
Alder  Flycatcher  was  unusually  cooperative 
by  calling  and  singing  27  Sep  in  Montgomery 
(LFG)  for  a 2nd  I.C.P.  record.  Rare  but  not  un- 
expected in  autumn  on  the  coast,  a Vermilion 
Flycatcher  was  in  Hancock,  MS  beginning  12 
Oct  (NB).  Rare  in  Alabama,  but  more  regular 
this  decade  than  in  the  past,  an  Ash-throated 
Flycatcher  was  on  Dauphin  27  Oct  (HEH,  TS 
et  al.,  ph.).  Western  Kingbird  is  only  occa- 
sionally found  inland;  one  was  spotted  at  the 
same  site  in  Colbert/Lawrence,  AL  26  Sep 
(SWM)  through  16  Oct  (DJS).  Of  several  Scis- 
sor-tailed  Flycatcher  reports,  most  unusual 
was  the  bird  in  Escambia,  AL  29  Nov  (MJJ). 

Only  the  3rd  for  the  I.C.P.,  a Bell’s  Vireo 
was  a surprise  in  Montgomery  16  Sep  (LFG). 
Three  rare  Warbling  Vireos  were  in  the  same 
binocular  field  29  Sep  at  Ft.  Morgan  (RAD, 
LRD),  tying  a G.C.  fall  maximum.  Latest  for 
Alabama,  a Red-eyed  Vireo  was  noted  in  Bald- 
win 25  Nov  (MJJ  et  al.).  Rare  but  increasing  in 
the  TV,  a Fish  Crow  was  in  Jackson  15  Sep 
(DRJ),  and  3 were  in  Morgan  27  Nov  (GDJ). 
More  than  170,000  Purple  Martins  at  a roost 
in  Limestone,  AL  21  Aug  (KH  et  al.)  must  have 


been  impressive,  as  were  10,000+ 
Tree  Swallows  26  Oct  in  Yalobusha, 
MS  (GCK,  SGK);  another  estimate 
of  10,000+  Trees  in  Mobile  2 Nov 
(BCG)  provided  a new  G.C.  maxi- 
mum. Up  to  2 Cave  Swallows  were 
at  Columbus  L.,  Lowndes  23-25  Oct 
(TLS,  p.a.),  and  another  was  at 
Waveland  Lagoon,  Hancock  24-26 
Oct  (NB,  p.a.);  Mississippi  has  only 
five  prior  records,  with  just  one  of 
these  inland.  Rare,  but  discovered 
more  often  in  recent  years,  a 
Sprague’s  Pipit  was  in  s.  Baldwin,  AL 
17  Nov  (GDJ). ' 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Unprecedentedly  late  for  Alabama,  a Blue- 
winged Warbler  was  spotted  in  Covington  4 
Nov  (TSa).  The  3 Golden-winged  Warblers 
22  Sep  in  Elmore  (LFG)  tied  a maximum  for 
the  I.C.P.  The  recessive  backcross  Lawrence’s 
Warbler  is  only  occasionally  spotted  in  our 
Region;  even  more  unusual  was  the  individ- 
ual with  a partial  Lawrence’s-type  face  and 
breast  pattern  described  from  Noxubee  17 
Sep  (TLS).  Rare  in  the  M.R.,  a Nashville  War- 
bler was  in  Jefferson  15  Sep+  (GJH,  RE63:PR  et 
al).  Rarely  detected  in  our  area  in  autumn,  a 
male  Cape  May  Warbler  was  a backyard  treat 
in  Oxford,  Lafayette,  MS  (GCK,  SGK).  Scarce 
inland,  a male  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 
was  noted  15  Sep  in  Macon,  AL  (BKF).  Sever- 


Part  of  a large  invasion  into  the  Southeast,  Alabama's 
eighth  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  was  banded  in  Jackson 
County  21  November  2007.  Photograph  by  Eric  CSoehren. 


al  tardy  Yellow-throated  Warblers  were  re- 
ported, including  one  at  Noxubee  17  Oct 
(TLS)  and  another  in  Opelika,  Lee,  AL  24  Oct 
(BKF).  Occasional  in  fall  in  our  Region,  single 
Connecticut  Warblers  were  fine  yard  birds  12 
Sep  in  Columbus,  Lowndes,  MS  O&DP)  and 
20  Sep  in  Clay,  Jefferson,  AL  (RRS,  MBS).  Rare 
in  the  I.C.P,  single  Wilson’s  Warblers  were  in 
Macon  15  Sep  (ECS)  and  at  different  sites  in 
Montgomery  30  Sep  and  8 Oct  (both  LFG); 


the  Wilson’s  10  Nov  in  Lauderdale  (TMH) 
provided  a late  TV  departure  date. 

Other  than  two  winter  records,  a Summer 
Tanager  28  Oct  in  Lauderdale  was  the  latest 
for  the  TV,  and  the  Scarlet  Tanager  seen  there 
that  day  also  set  a new  late  TV  date  (both 
TMH).  Clay-colored  Sparrow  is  rare  but  ex- 
pected in  fall  on  the  coast,  but  one  in  Pearl 
River,  MS  1 Oct  (NB)  was  farther  inland  than 
usual;  another  was  at  Ft.  Morgan  10  Oct 
(RRS,  MBS  et  al.,  b.).  An  early  Fox  Sparrow 
was  spotted  in  Yalobusha,  MS  13  Oct  (GCK, 
SGK).  Rare  in  the  M.R.,  2 Lincoln’s  Sparrows 
were  found  in  Shelby  14  Oct  (GDJ).  A late  In- 
digo Bunting  was  at  Ft.  Morgan  26  Nov 
(RAD,  LRD,  WWD,  CZ). 

Also  rare  in  fall  in  the  M.R.,  up  to  4 
Bobolinks  were  in  Winston  28  Sep-2  Oct  (LB). 
The  3rd  documented  Western  Meadowlark  in 
Alabama  in  three  decades  was  calling  17  Nov 
near  Foley,  Baldwin  (GDJ).  Occasional  inland, 
a Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  in  Geneva,  AL 
beginning  4 Oct  (ph.  DM);  rare  on  the  coast, 
one  was  in  Baldwin,  AL  17  Nov  (GDJ).  Alaba- 
ma’s 13th  occurrence  of  Bronzed  Cowbird  was 
in  Baldwin  18  Nov,  when  2 were  seen  (HEH, 
CH,  TS,  JS).  Early  Purple  Finches  appeared  28 
Oct  in  Alabama,  with  6+  in  Jefferson  (RRS, 
MBS)  and  one  in  Lauderdale  (TMH),  the  latter 
providing  a new  TV  arrival  date. 
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selein,  Geoff  E.  Hill,  Howard  E.  Horne,  Keith 
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Tommy  R.  Pratt,  Robert  E.  & Pat  Reed,  Linda 
B.  Reynolds,  Richard  A.  Reynolds,  Martha  B. 
Sargent,  Robert  R.  Sargent,  Tom  Savage  (TSa), 
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Steven  W.  Cardiff 


For  the  second  consecutive  fall,  there 
was  an  almost  complete  lack  of  tropical 
cyclone  impacts  on  the  Region,  the  ex- 
ception being  Tropical  Storm  Humberto, 
which  made  landfall  near  High  Island,  Texas 
as  a minimal  hurricane  on  13  September  and 
rapidly  weakened  as  it  moved  northeastward 
across  southwestern  and  central  Louisiana.  R. 
C.  Dobbs,  who  was  involved  in  migrant 
stopover  surveys  along  the  western  Cameron 
Parish  coast  throughout  the  fall,  writes:  “We 
observed  only  one  major  migrant-grounding 
event,  during  the  afternoon  of  12  September, 
preceding  the  landfall  of  Humberto.  During 
four  hours  at  Hackberry  Ridge,  1 observed 
75+  individuals  of  23  species  of  warblers,  and 
high  numbers  [record  or  near-record 
Louisiana  fall  counts]  of  Eastern  Wood-Pe- 
wees  (25),  Red-eyed  Vireos  (60),  and  Summer 
Tanagers  (15)....”  Dobbs  further  elaborates: 
“It  was  clearly  a dull  migration  [on  the  coast] 
from  a stopover  perspective.  Most  notably,  we 
missed  Philadelphia  Vireo  completely  and 
had  only  one  Chestnut-sided  Warbler.  A 22 
October  front  and  associated  northerly  winds, 
which  persisted  through  the  following  week, 
produced  the  seasons  highest  bird  numbers, 
primarily  Gray  Catbirds  and  Indigo 
Buntings.”  There  were,  however,  at  least  a few 
other  exciting  episodes  of  landbird  migration, 
including  exceptional  numbers  of  warblers  at 
Craighead  Forest  Park  in  Craighead  County, 
northeastern  Arkansas  on  1 1 September  and  a 
fairly  major  movement  of  migrants  and  ar- 


rival of  wintering  passerines  in  the  Cameron 
area  on  27-28  October.  Whatever  else  may 
have  been  lacking  in  terms  of  quantity  was 
made  up  for  by  an  exciting  assortment  of  rar- 
ities as  noted  below. 

With  great  sadness,  I note  the  passing  of 
Max  Parker  in  early  January  2008.  Max  had 
long  served  as  Curator  of  the  Arkansas 
Audubon  Society  and  as  the  North  American 
Birds  Sub-Regional  Editor  for  Arkansas.  Max’s 
counsel  will  be  sorely  missed,  and  his  many 
contributions  and  accomplishments  on  behalf 
of  ornithology  in  Arkansas  will  long  be  re- 
membered and  appreciated. 

Abbreviations:  C.EH.  (Centerton  Fish  Hatch- 
ery); C.EP.  (Craighead  Forest  Park);  H.R. 
(Hackberry  Ridge);  W.I.  (Willow  L); 

* = specimen  to  Louisiana  State  Uni- 
versity Museum  of  Natural  Science; 
County/parish  names  are  italicized; 
counties/parishes  are  indicated  only 
for  the  initial  mention  of  a specihe  lo- 
cality, and  states  are  indicated  only  for 
the  initial  mention  of  coun- 
ties/parishes, except  to  avoid  confu- 
sion. For  records  of  “review  list” 
species,  documentation  has  been  re- 
ceived and  records  have  either  been 
accepted  by,  or  acceptance  is  pending 
by,  the  respective  state  bird  records 
committee.  Signihcance  for  Arkansas 
records  is  based  on  James  and  Neal  (1986) 
plus  the  Arkansas  Audubon  Society  online 
bird  record  database,  and,  for  Louisiana,  on 
the  bird  record  card  file  database  and  the 
Louisiana  Bird  Records  Committee  archives  at 


Only  about  the  sixth  individual  to  be  found  in  Louisiana, 
and  a first  for  the  immediate  coast,  this  juvenile  White- 
tailed Hawk  delighted  many  observers  at  "Willow  Island," 

1 1 kilometers  east  of  Cameron,  Cameron  Parish  27  October 
(here)  to  12  November  2007.  Photograph  by  Paul  E.  Conover. 


the  Louisiana  State  University  Museum  of 
Natural  Science,  as  well  as  the  most  recent 
draft  of  the  forthcoming  Birds  of  Louisiana 
(Remsen,  Cardiff,  Dittmann,  and  Dickson). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBE 

Up  to  7 Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  in  De- 
sha 11  Aug-1  Sep  (K63:LN,  D&SB)  were  note- 
worthy in  se.  Arkansas  and,  although  more 
regular  in  the  southwest,  60  at  Grassy  L., 
Hempstead  2 Sep  (DS  et  al.)  was  still  a good 
count.  In  Louisiana,  a pair  with  10  large 
young  at  Crowley,  Acadia  28  Sep  (SWC,  ph. 
DLD,  BMM),  and  another  pair  with  10  small 
ducklings  at  L.  Bigeaux,  St.  Martin  15  Oct 
(CCS)  provided  more  evidence  of  late  nesting 
and  added  to  the  list  of  confirmed  breeding 


locations.  Relatively  rare  visitors  to  Arkansas, 
Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  were  noted  in  De- 
sha 1 Sep-13  Oct,  peaking  at  12  on  15  Sep, 
and  with  4 relatively  late  13  Oct  (D&SB  et 
al.);  in  Cameron,  LA,  one  found  dead  at 
Cameron  27  Oct  (*DLD,  SWC),  7 off  Ruther- 
ford Beach  3 Nov  (DLD,  SWC),  and  2 at  La- 
cassine  N.W.R.  16  Nov  (DBo,  JBo)  were  some- 
what late.  Eleven  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  near  Thornwell,  Jefferson  Davis  28  Sep 
(ph.  DLD,  SWC)  were  early  for  Louisiana, 
and  an  estimated  20,000  in  Poinsett  11  Nov 
(ph.  NA)  was  a spectacular  concentration  for 
Arkansas.  A Greater  White-fronted  Goose  x 
Snow  Goose  hybrid  was  an  interesting  find  at 
Lacassine  N.W.R.  16  Nov  (ph.  DBo,  JBo).  Ex- 
ceptionally early  Snow  Geese  were  detected  in 
Arkansas  at  Bald  Knob  N.W.R.,  White  8 Sep 
and  at  Wapanocca  N.W.R.,  Crittenden  15  Sep 
(DS  et  al.).  Cackling  Goose  status  in  Arkansas 
is  still  being  worked  out,  so  one  early  near 
Fayetteville,  Washington  25  Oct,  another  there 
17  Nov  (both  MAM),  15  in  Poinsett  17  Nov 
(NA,  DBr,  RH),  and  6 at  C.FH.,  Benton  22 
Nov  (MAM,  JN)  were  all  noteworthy.  An 
American  Black  Duck  near  Cash,  Craighead, 
AR  30  Nov  (NA)  furnished  the  only  report; 
recent  status  in  the  Region  is  uncertain  and 
complicated  by  occasional  American  Black 


This  Red-necked  Grebe  at  Lake  Maumelle,  Pulaski  County,  30  November 
2007  was  about  the  eighth  for  Arkansas.  Photograph  by  Dennis  Braddy. 
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Much  rarer  in  Louisiana  than  in  Arkansas,  these  two  Red-necked  Phalaropes 
along  the  eastern  edge  of  the  Atchafalaya  Basin  near  Ramah,  Iberville  Parish  26 

September  2007  were  also  the  first  to  be  well  documented  away  from  the  coast 
and  offshore  waters.  Photograph  by  Michael  A.  Seymour. 


Duck  X Mallard  hybrids,  such  as  one  in 
Greene,  AR  19  Nov  (NA,  DB).  Three 
Ring-necked  Ducks  and  2 Lesser  Scaup 
at  Crowley  28  Sep  (SWC,  DLD,  BMM) 
were  rather  early  for  s.  Louisiana.  Surf 
Scoters  made  a somewhat  better  show- 
ing than  last  fall,  with  early  individuals 
in  Arkansas  at  Treadway’s  Fish  Farm 
Prairie  25  Oct,  at  L.  Dardenelle,  Yell  3 
Nov  (both  K&LN),  and  at  Beaver  L., 

Benton  4 Nov  (]N,  MAM),  and  more 
typically  late  sightings  at  Rutherford 
Beach  22  Nov  (JBo,  DBo),  9 on  L. 
Pontchartrain,  Orleans  25  Nov  (RDP), 
and  at  least  2 on  L.  Charles,  Lawrence, 

AR  27  Nov  (NA).  Two  female  Black  Scoters  at 
Rutherford  Beach  27  Oct  (ph.  JBo,  DBo)  were 
very  early  and  the  only  report  of  non-Surfs.  A 
female  Long-tailed  Duck  on  L.  Pontchartrain, 
Orleans  12  Nov  (DPM)  ranks  among  the  ear- 
liest ever  for  Louisiana;  one  at  L.  Dardanelle 
23  Nov  (K&LN,  DBr)  was  the  only  other  re- 
port. Three  Red-breasted  Mergansers  at  two 
locations  in  Orleans  30  Sep  (DPM,  PAW)  were 
record  early  for  Louisiana  by  about  three 
weeks;  50  scattered  at  several  locations  in 
Greene,  Craighead,  and  Lawrence  in  ne. 
Arkansas  28  Nov  (DB,  NA,  RH)  was  an  excel- 
lent inland  accumulation.  Two  early  Ruddy 
Ducks  were  at  Crowley  28  Sep  (SWC,  DLD, 
BMM).  A Red-necked  Grebe  at  L.  Maumelle, 
Pulaski  30  Nov  (ph.  DBr)  would  be  about  the 
8th  for  Arkansas. 

GANNET THROUGH  STORK 

Five  Northern  Gannets  off  Cameron  beaches  3 
Sep  (BMM,  PEC),  4 moribund  individuals 
along  Rutherford  Beach  5 Sep  (and  2 recently 
dead  there  7-9  Sep;  RCD),  and  one  offshore 
there  4 Oct  (DLD,  SWC)  had  all  presumably 
summered  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  For  the  2nd 
consecutive  fall,  an  imm.  Brown  Pelican  made 
an  inexplicable  appearance  at  Cotile  L.,  Rapi- 
des, LA  11  Aug  OVH).  Still  fairly  unusual  in  s. 
Louisiana  e.  of  the  Atchafalaya  Basin,  an  ad. 
Neotropic  Cormorant  was  observed  near  St. 
Gabriel  12  Oct  (DLD,  SWC).  Forty  Anhingas 
(ads.  and  juvs.)  at  Grassy  L.  2 Sep  (DS  et  al.) 
were  considered  lingering  post-breeders. 
Twelve  or  so  Least  Bitterns  in  Desha  9 Sep 
(DB)  was  an  impressive  count  for  this  rare 
and  local  Arkansas  breeder.  Tricolored  Herons 
in  Desha  11  Aug-13  Oct  (peak  of  3 on  15  Sep; 
D&SB)  and  at  Grand  L.,  Chicot,  AR  14  Sep 
(WMS)  were  the  only  reports  from  the  n.  in- 
terior of  the  Region.  Only  a fraction  of  the 
number  breeding  there  earlier  in  the  year,  but 
still  a respectable  concentration,  2000  Cattle 
Egrets  at  Grassy  L.  2 Sep  (DS  et  al.)  were 
about  75%  juvs.  and  included  some  young 
birds  still  in  nests.  Always  of  interest  far  in- 


land, 2 White-faced  Ibis  were  well  studied  in 
Desha  29  Sep,  a late  GlossyAVhite-faced  was 
there  17  Nov  (both  DB),  and  2 more  were 
very  late  at  Bald  Knob  N.W.R.  26  Nov  (Bill 
Alexander,  Robert  Pearrow).  Farther  s.,  but 
still  of  note  for  the  Baton  Rouge  area,  were  2 
Plegadis  ibis  near  St.  Gabriel  12  Oct  QVR). 
Roseate  Spoonbills  venturing  n.  to  Arkansas 
included  5 imms.  at  Bald  Knob  N.W.R.  4-11 
Aug  (K&LN  et  al),  about  28  in  Desha  11  Aug 
(and  6 on  1 Sep;  D&SB,  K&LN),  6-7  at  Grand 
L.  14  Sep  (WMS),  and,  a local  hrst,  2 at 
Grassy  L.  28-30  Sep  (DS);  mentionable  sight- 
ings from  n.  and  se.  Louisiana  included  7 near 
St.  Gabriel  14  Sep  (DLD),  17  in  Orleans  10 
Oct  (PAW),  up  to  4 at  Shreveport,  Caddo  on 
five  dates  10  Oct-23  Nov  (TD),  and  4 near 
Powhatan,  Natchitoches  11  Nov  (TD,  JBo, 
DBo).  Maximum  numbers  reported  for  Wood 
Storks  were  250  in  Desha  4 Aug  (K&LN,  DB) 
and  a mind-boggling  5000  at  Whitehall  L., 
Concordia,  LA  2 Sep  (EG). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  RAILS 

Twenty-seven  Ospreys  in  Plaquemines  21  Nov 
(DPM,  PAW)  may  represent  a new  Louisiana 


high  count.  Always  a nice  bird  in 
Arkansas,  a Swallow-tailed  Kite  was 
near  Royal,  Garland  3 Aug  (Jeffrey 
Short).  Most  interesting  among  a num- 
ber of  White-tailed  Kites  reported  in 
Cameron  was  a presumed  family  group 
of  4 juvs.  at  W.I.,  e.  of  Cameron  16 
Sep-4  Oct  (ph.  JBo,  DBo,  ph.  DLD, 
SWC),  possibly  suggesting  successful 
breeding  there  or  nearby.  Early  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawks  were  observed  at  Fayet- 
teville 22  Aug  (MAM)  and  near  St. 
Gabriel  3 & 14  Sep  QVR).  Possibly  por- 
tending another  good  Broad-winged 
Hawk  winter  in  s.  Louisiana  was  an 
imm.  at  Cameron  4 Nov+  (ph.  JBo,  DBo,  GG) 
and  4 imms.  in  lower  Plaquemines  21  Nov 
(PAW,  DPM).  A Swainson’s  Hawk  at  Chesney 
Prairie  N.A.,  Benton  15  Sep  QN)  was  the  sole 
report  from  Arkansas.  In  Louisiana,  migrant 
Swainson’s  were  noted  on  the  Cameron  coast 
27  Oct  (3;  DPM)  and  4 Nov  (ph.  JBo,  DBo, 
Gordon  Bosler),  but  an  ad.  near  Bell  City,  Cal- 
casieu 3 Sep  (BMM,  PEC)  and  2 ads.  plus  2 
imms.  at  a grass  fire  at  Lacassine,  Jefferson 
Davis  29  Sep  (DLD,  SWC)  were  possibly  local 
post-breeders.  A first  on  the  immediate  coast 
and  only  about  the  6th  individual  to  be  found 
in  Louisiana,  a juv.  White-tailed  Hawk  was 
well  documented  at  W.I.  27  Oct-12  Nov  (ph. 
PEC,  vt.  DPM,  RDP,  CCS,  vt.  PAW,  ph.  JBo,  ph. 
DLD,  ph.  MTP,  ph.  JWB,  ph.  RCD  et  al);  amaz- 
ingly, a different  juv.  was  discovered  at  the 
same  location  12  Nov  (ph.  JWB,  RCD).  Espe- 
cially noteworthy  among  at  least  1 1 reports  of 
Crested  Caracaras  in  sw.  Louisiana  was  an  un- 
precedented flock  of  16  in  se.  Calcasieu  11  Oct 
(DBo,  ph.  JBo),  and  one  carrying  apparent  nest 
material  near  Bell  City  17  Nov  (BMM,  PEC). 

There  are  surprisingly  few  well-document- 
ed Louisiana  records  of  Black  Rail,  especially 


^ A By  far  the  most  dramatic  discovery  of  the  season  was  2 flamingos  at  a large  impoundment  near  Cameron.  The  birds 
f\  were  reportedly  present  from  mid-Sep  through  at  least  2 Oct  (Brandon  DeBarge,  Brian  DeBarge)  but  were  not  docu- 
mented until  30  Sep  (ph.  Cyndi  Sellers).  Examination  of  the  photographs  showed  that  one  individual  was  bright  reddish  pink 
and  the  other  mostly  whitish,  and  that  both  birds  sported  conspicuous  yellow  leg  bands.  Fortunately,  the  alpha-numeric 
band  codes  of  both  birds  were  clearly  legible  in  the  excellent  photographs,  and  further  cyber-sleuthing  (DLD,  Judith  O'Neale) 
confirmed  that  the  brightly  plumaged  bird  was  indeed  the  now-famous  "H0NT,"the  American  Flamingo  {Phoenicopterus 
ruber]  banded  as  a chick  on  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  in  summer  2005  that  appeared  on  the  cen.  Texas  coast  in  Oct  2005  and  was 
sighted  intermittently  in  that  area  at  least  into  early  2007.  The  whiter  bird  was  identifiable  as  the  infamous  "492,"  a Greater 
Flamingo  (Phoenicopterus  roseus,  formerly  lumped  with  American  Flamingo  but  re-split  by  the  American  Ornithologists' 
Union  in  2008)  that  had  escaped  from  the  Sedgwick  County  Zoo  in  Wichita,  Kansas  on  27  Jun  2005  and  somehow  found  its 
way  to  the  Texas  coast,  where  it  eventually  teamed-up  with  "HDNT"  starting  in  Jan  2006. 

The  first  attempt  to  chase  the  Cameron  flamingos  could  not  be  organized  until  3 Oct,  which,  unfortunately,  turned  out  to 
be  the  day  after  they  ended  their  vacation  to  the  "Cajun  Riviera"  and  headed  back  to  Texas.  By  Nov,  the  birds  had  reappeared 
at  Aransas  N.W.R.  (fide  Tom  Stehn,  U.S.F.W.S.).  In  any  event,  this  is  the  first  documented  Louisiana  record  of  a wild  American 
Flamingo,  which  had  been  included  on  the  Louisiana  list  for  many  decades  on  the  basis  of  a sight  record  from  Cameron  on  6 
Dec  1910  but  was  de-listed  by  the  Louisiana  Bird  Records  Committee  in  the  early  1980s. 
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Louisiana's  third  well-documented  Flammulated  Owl  was 
flushed  from  its  day  roost  near  Rutherford  Beach,  Cameron 
Parish  19  October  2007  and  paused  long  enough  to  be  pho- 
tographed but  could  not  be  subsequently  relocated.  Photo- 
graph by  Rob  C.  Dobbs. 

from  fall,  so  a relatively  fresh  carcass  picked 
up  at  Holly  Beach,  Cameron  23  Sep  (*PEC, 
BMM)  was  an  important  hnd.  Five  or  6 very 
late  Common  Moorhens  were  in  Howard,  AR 
28  Nov  (WMS).  Almost  doubling  last  winters 
record  for  the  se.  Calcasieu  flock,  873  Sandhill 
Cranes  were  counted  near  Holmwood,  Cal- 
casieu 22  Nov  (GG,  Robin  Doughty).  A juv. 
Whooping  Crane  in  Desha  29  Nov-1  Dec  was 
confirmed  to  have  strayed  off  course  en  route 
from  an  introduced  breeding  population  in 
Wisconsin  to  a wintering  site  in  Florida 
(James  0.  Willis,  Jidc  Karen  Rowe  & Jeff  Wil- 
son); the  bird  was  captured  and  relocated  to 
Tennessee,  where  reunited  with  an  ad.  in 
hopes  that  it  would  reorient  toward  Florida. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Reports  of  rare-in-fall  American  Golden- 
Plovers  included  imms.  in  Desha  1-2  & 15 
Sep  (both  D&SB)  and  2 ads.  at  Morganza 
Spillway,  Pointe  Coupee  9 Sep  (ph.  JBo,  DBo). 
Sixty-nine  Snowy  Plovers  on  Rutherford 
Beach  27  Oct  (PFC,  DPM,  RDR  CCS,  PAW) 
and  37  there  3 Nov  QVR)  become  the  top  two 
all-time  Fouisiana  high  counts.  Rare  interior 
Piping  Plovers  put  in  appearances  in 
Arkansas  at  Treadway’s  Fish  Farm  4 Aug  (DB, 
DBr,  K&LN)  and  C.FH.  25  Aug  QN,  MAM). 
One  or  2 American  Avocets  at  Shreveport  5 
Nov  and  4 there  10  Nov  (TD)  added  to  the 
handful  of  other  early  Nov  records  for  n. 
Louisiana.  Although  Willets  are  a scarce  but 
regular  early  fall  transient  in  the  interior,  75 
n.  of  1-10  near  Welsh,  Jc|jfcrsoii  Davis  26  Oct 


(DPM)  was  an  unprecedented  number  and, 
considering  the  late  date,  had  presumably 
commuted  inland  from  the  coast.  Other  note- 
worthy inland  shorebirds  included  Marbled 
Godwits  at  Treadway’s  Fish  Farm  12-13  Aug 
(ph.  DS,  DBr,  K&LN  et  al.)  and  in  Desha  8-14 
Sep  (ph.  DB  et  al),  a Ruddy  Turnstone  at 
Saul’s  Fish  Farm,  Prairie  9 Sep  (DS  et  al),  a 
Red  Knot  there  4-7  Sep  (ph.  DBr,  ph.  K&LN, 
DS,  m.ob.),  and  Sanderlings  in  Desha  1-7  Sep 
(D&SB),  Yell  9 Sep,  and  at  Saul’s  Fish  Farm  21 
Sep  (both  K&LN).  An  injured  leg  was  likely  a 
contributing  factor  to  the  lateness  of  a Semi- 
pahnated  Sandpiper  at  C.FH.  13-27  Oct  QN. 
MAM).  An  estimated  6000  Western  Sand- 
pipers and  2000  Short-billed  Dowitchers  at 
Port  Fourchon,  Lafourche  23  Sep  (RDR  DPM, 
PAW)  ranked  among  the  highest  Louisiana 
totals  ever  for  both  species.  Two  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  near  Ramah,  Iberville  26  Sep  (ph. 
MAS)  represented  about  the  10th  fall  record 
for  Louisiana  and  hrst  well-documented  in- 
land record;  although  not  quite  so  rare  in 
Arkansas,  one  in  Crittenden  29  Sep  (ph.  Jeff  R. 
Wilson,  ph.  J.  Dixon,  DS,  m.ob.)  was  still  an 
exciting  find. 

A California  Gull  at  Rutherford  Beach  3 
Nov  (*SWC,  ph.  DLD,  PEC,  BMM)  appears  to 
be  representative  of  the  n.  Great  Plains  sub- 
species albertaensis,  the  more  “expected” 
form  in  Louisiana  (especially  in  fall).  The  7th 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  for  Arkansas  was  a 
second-cycle  bird  at  L.  Dardanelle,  Yell  10 
Nov-r  (ph.  K&LN,  DS,  m.ob.).  Three  reports 
of  juv.  Sabine’s  Gulls  included  a more  expect- 
edly early  individual  at  Millwood  L.,  Henip- 
stead/LittleRiver,  AR  15-16  Sep  (CM,  DBr  et 
al.),  an  unusually  late  bird  there  21  Oct 
(Hempstead-,  DBr,  CM),  and  another  late  indi- 
vidual the  same  day  (and  only  about  the  6th 
or  7th  Louisiana  fall  record)  at  Shreveport 
(p.a.,  CEL).  A Forster’s  Tern  in  Benton  4 Nov 
(MAM,  JN)  was  quite  late  for  so  far  inland. 


Fewer  than  last  year,  and  the  majority  ads.,  a 
count  of  250  Interior  Least  Terns  in  Desha  11- 
12  Aug  (D&SB,  K&LN)  was  nonetheless  im- 
pressive. 

DOVES  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRD 

It  was  an  above-average  fall  for  Common 
Ground-Doves  in  Louisiana,  with  at  least 
eight  reports  involving  about  12  individuals 
14  Sep-27  Oct  (RCD,  SWC,  DLD,  vt.  DBo, 
JBo,  BMM,  PEC);  not  unexpectedly,  these  re- 
ports came  mainly  from  sw.  areas  (and  most- 
ly coastal  Cameron)  but  included  a more  un- 
usual observation  in  Orleans  13  Oct  (PAW). 


Only  the  fourth  individual  to  be  documented  in  Arkansas, 
this  immature  maie  Cailiope  Hummingbird  was  a major  at- 
traction in  Little  Rock,  Pulaski  County  from  20  November 
2007  through  the  period  (here  24  November).  Photograph 
by  Dennis  Braddy. 

Inca  Doves  are  still  considered  rare  away 
from  sw.  Arkansas,  so  2 in  Ft.  Smith,  Sebast- 
ian 6 Aug  (Sandy  Berger)  and  one  in  Fayet- 
teville 21  Oct  (MAM)  were  of  interest;  also 
intriguing  was  an  unidentihed  Columbina  at 
C.EP  11  Sep  (DB).  In  Louisiana,  where  Inca 
Doves  continue  to  expand  eastward,  men- 
tionable  sightings  included  2 at 
St.  Francisville,  West  Feliciana 
31  Aug  (JVH)  and  one  at 
Fontainebleau  S.E,  St.  Tammany 
3 Sep  (Stefan  Woltmann,  Mollie 
Cashner).  Yellow-billed  Cuck- 
oos in  Cameron  9-10  Nov  (RCD, 
ph.  JWB),  Orleans  18  Nov  (vt. 
PAW),  and  St.  Martin  23  Nov 
(RCD,  Meribeth  Huizinga)  were 
all  decidedly  late.  Rarely  report- 
ed along  the  e.  fringe  of  the 
species’  Louisiana  distribution, 
a Greater  Roadrunner  made  an 
appearance  in  La  Salle  9 Aug 
(EG).  Nine  Louisiana  detections 
of  Groove-billed  Anis  was  well 
above  the  recent  average  and  in- 


With  only  about  ten  previous  state  records,  this  Say's  Phoebe  near  Ramah, 
Iberville  Parish  9 (here)  to  1 4 October  2007  was  the  first  of  four  found  within  a 
twelve-day  period  in  south-central  and  southwestern  Louisiana.  Photograph 
by  Dave  Patton. 
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Northwestern  Louisiana's  third  in  two  years,  this  voice- 
confirmed  Couch's  Kingbird  lingered  along  the  Red  River  at 
Bossier  City,  Bossier  Parish  27  November  (here)  through 
3 December  2007.  Photograph  by  Jeff  Trahan. 

eluded  one  relatively  early  in  Cameron  16  Sep 
(vt.  DBo,  JBo)  and  more  unusual  observa- 
tions away  from  the  immediate  coast  at  Lock- 
port,  Lafourche  22  Sep  (Steve  & Cindy 
Copeland)  and  at  Reserve,  St.John  the  Baptist 
1 Oct  (RJS). 

Amazingly,  2 Flammulated  Owls  were 
found  in  Louisiana,  doubling  the  number  of 
acceptable  records  for  the  state.  The  hrst  was 
briefly  observed  and  photographed  after  be- 
ing flushed  from  a day  roost  in  a chenier  e.  of 
Rutherford  Beach  19  Oct  (ph.  RCD);  the  bird 
could  not  be  relocated  later  that  day  or  the 
next.  The  other  individual  was  found  roosting 
on  an  oil  drilling  platform  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico about  137  km  se.  of  the  mouth  of  South 
Pass  of  the  Mississippi  R.  4 Nov  and  pho- 
tographed by  a curious  rig  employee  (ph. 
Buddy  Horton,  fide  Capt.  Nathan  Webster). 
The  only  Burrowing  Owl  of  the  fall  was  found 
dead  e.  of  Rutherford  Beach  19  Oct  (*,  ph. 
RCD).  A rare  and  late  Lesser  Nighthawk  was 
convincingly  documented  near  Holly  Beach 
22  Nov  (vt.  DBo,  JBo),  and  a late  Common 
Nighthawk  lingered  in  Baton  Rouge  13-14 
Nov  (Richard  E.  Gibbons,  Gustavo  Bravo).  A 
Calliope  Hummingbird  at  Little  Rock,  Pulas- 
ki 20  Nov+  (PB,  ph.  DBr,  b.  M63:HP,  m.ob.) 
was  only  the  4th  individual  to  be  found  in 
Arkansas;  an  ad.  male  at  Slidell,  St.  Tammany 
28  Aug-t  (returnee;  b.  by  Noel  Peyton,  Linda 
Beall)  was  one  of  the  earliest  ever  for 
Louisiana. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  CROW 

Providing  some  of  the  latest-ever  fall  records 
away  from  the  coast  were  single  Eastern 
Wood-Pewees  at  Eayetteville  21  Oct  (MAM) 
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and  near  St.  Gabriel  2-6  Nov  (SWC)  and  sin- 
gle Acadian  Elycatchers  at  L.  Fayetteville  9 
Oct  (MAM)  and  near  St.  Gabriel  25  Oct 
QVR).  Some  species  of  Empidonax  are  still  of 
uncertain  status  in  fall  in  Arkansas,  and  help- 
ing to  fill  in  the  picture  were  several  convinc- 
ing reports,  including  Yellow-bellied  Fly- 
catchers at  L.  Fayetteville  29  Aug  (MAM),  at 
C.FE  7 (DB)  & 22  Sep  (DS,  ph.  Dale  Provost), 
and  at  St.  Francis  Sunken  Lands  W.M.A., 
Craighead  22-23  Sep  (2  banded  each  day;  DB, 
JBe),  as  well  as  a voice-confirmed  Alder  Fly- 
catcher near  Fayetteville  2 Sep  (MAM).  Com- 
pletely unexpected  was  a “mini-invasion”  of  4 
Say’s  Phoebes  in  sw.  and  s.-cen.  Louisiana;  n. 
of  Ramah  9-14  Oct  (MAS,  ph.  DP,  JBo,  DBo, 
Jeff  Harris),  at  Cameron  11  Oct 
(ph.  JBo,  DBo),  in  se.  Calcasieu 
13  Oct  (ph.  DP,  ph.  BMM,  ph. 

PEC),  and  nw.  of  Kaplan,  Vennil- 
ion  20-21  Oct  (ph.  JBo,  DBo, 

Kevin  Morgan  et  al.);  there  are 
only  about  10  previous  state 
records.  Always  of  interest,  at 
least  2 Ash-throated  Flycatchers 
were  located  in  Cameron,  includ- 
ing one  at  H.R.  5 Oct  (RCD) — 
and  possibly  the  same  or  differ- 
ent birds  there  12  (vt.  DBo,  JBo), 

25  (RCD),  & 28  Oct  (vt.  DPM, 
vt.  PAW),  and  8 Nov  (ph. 

JWB) — and  one  at  Cameron  28 
Oct  (ph.  DLD,  SWC,  vt.  DBo, 

JBo).  Northwestern  Louisiana’s  3rd  definite 
Couch’s  Kingbird  in  the  past  two  years,  in 
Bossier  City,  Bossier  27  Nov-i-  (TD,  ph.  Jeff 
Trahan  et  al.),  was  thought  to  be  a different 
bird  than  one  (possibly  2-3)  Couch’s/Tropical 
Kingbirds  seen  at  the  same  location  8 & 15 
Aug  and  11  Sep  (TD)!  Eight  Bell’s  Vireo  re- 
ports from  Louisiana  was  well  above  average 
and  included  particularly  interesting  detec- 
tions inland  at  Breaux  Bridge,  St.  Martin  12- 
15  Sep  (ph.  Gary  Broussard),  Bossier  City  15 
Sep  (TD),  and  Reserve  26  Oct-29  Nov  (RJS), 
and  se.  in  Orleans  18  Nov  (vt.  PAW,  DPM); 
the  others  were  in  coastal  Cameron,  at  H.R.  14 
Sep  and  at  Peveto  Beach  Woods  15  Sep  (both 
RCD),  plus  possibly  the  same  or  different  in- 
dividuals at  the  latter  locality  16  Sep  (vt.  DBo, 
JBo)  and  13  Oct  (ph.  BMM,  ph.  PEC).  Much 
earlier  than  normal  was  a Blue-headed  Vireo 
at  Oak  Grove,  Cameron  23  Sep  (DBo,  JBo). 
Single  Warbling  Vireos  in  Washington  26  Aug 
and  26  Sep  (MAM)  were  unusually  early  and 
late,  respectively,  for  nw.  Arkansas.  If  accept- 
ed, a Yellow-green  Vireo  e.  of  Cameron  28 
Sep  (SWC,  DLD,  BMM)  would  be  Louisiana’s 
5th  and  first  from  autumn.  Very  late  for  nw. 
Arkansas  was  a Fish  Crow  at  Beaver  L.  4 Nov 
ON,  MAM). 


NUTHATCH  THROUGH  WAXWING 

There  was  a substantial  irruption  of  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches  throughout  the  Region, 
with  individuals  appearing  on  the  coast  as 
early  as  23  Sep  (Grand  Isle,  Jeffersom,  RDP) 
and  single-locality  counts  in  Arkansas  as  high 
as  25  per  day  by  early  Oct  (e.g.,  at  C.EP  9 Oct; 
NA)  and  up  to  7-8  per  day  on  the  Cameron 
coast  during  late  Oct  (RCD,  JBo,  DBo,  m.ob.). 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  were  early  at  L. 
Fayetteville  29  Aug  (David  Chapman), 
Shreveport  15  Sep  (TD),  Johnsons  Bayou  16 
Sep  (DBo),  and  L.  Martin  21  Sep  (Danny  M. 
Dobbs).  Another  nice  surprise  at  WL,  follow- 
ing passage  of  a cold  front  and  a night  of 
northerly  winds,  was  a Townsend’s  Solitaire 


28  Oct  (SWC);  if  accepted,  it  will  be 
Louisiana’s  2nd.  The  same  front  deposited 
spectacular  numbers  of  Hermit  Thrushes  on 
the  Cameron  coast  28  Oct,  with  155  counted 
from  Cameron  eastward  (SWC,  DLD)  and 
115  w.  in  the  Johnsons  Bayou  area  (DPM  et 
al.);  both  totals  exceed  previous  state  highs. 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  is  almost  unrecorded  in 

f A On  the  heels  of  last  fail's  teaser,  Louisiana  finally 
- .rl  received  its  first  major  (and  long  overdue)  fall  in- 
vasion of  Cave  Swallows.  The  first  sign  was  a single  at 
Thornwell  29  Sep  (PEC,  DP),  then  up  to  6 present  there 
during  follow-up  visits  4 (ph.  DLD,  SWC)  & 6 Oct  (Jbo, 
Dbo).  Following  a lull,  singles  were  found  moving  along 
the  Red  R.  at  Bossier  City  22  Oct  (TD)  and  the  Mississippi 
R.  at  Baton  Rouge  23  Oct  (JBo).The  grand  finale  occurred 
26-29  Oct,  with  one  in  se.  Verrnilion  (MJM)  and  a mini- 
mum of  8 near  Thornwell  (DLD,  *SWC)  on  26  Oct,  a pulse 
of  49  counted  at  W.l.  27  Oct  among  a major  westward 
passage  of  other  swallows  (ph.  PEC,  DPM,  RDP,  CCS,  PAW, 
DLD),  at  least  5 at  H.R.  28  Oct  (DPM,  PAW,  JBo,  DBo),  and 
another  surge  of  27  at  the  se.  Vermilion  location  29  Oct 
(vt.  MJM);  interestingly,  there  were  no  further  sightings 
after  29  Oct. 


Not  an  easy  bird  to  photograph,  this  Bell's  Vireo  at  Breaux  Bridge,  St.  Martin 
Parish,  Louisiana  1 2 (here)  through  1 5 September  2007  was  especially  note- 
worthy inland,  where  there  are  relatively  few  well-documented  records  of  fall 
migrants.  Photograph  by  Gary  Broussard. 
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This  Cave  Swallow  near  Mouton  Cove,  Vermilion  Parish  26 
October  2007  was  part  of  the  second  largest  concentration 
of  27  individuals  found  during  Louisiana's  fall  influx. 
Photograph  by  Michael  J.  Musumeche. 

fall  in  Arkansas  and  n.  Louisiana,  so  reports 
from  Wapanocca  N.W.R.  15  Sep  (DS,  DBr  et 
al.)  and  St.  Francis  Sunken  Lands  W.M.A.  23 
Sep  (ph.,  b.  DB,  JBe)  were  of  great  interest.  A 
Wood  Thrush  at  Oak  Grove  22  Nov  QBo)  was 
very  late.  A sighting  of  2 Cedar  Waxwings  at 
L.  Atalanta,  Benton  18  Aug  QN)  likely  per- 
tained to  a scarce  but  regular  local  breeding 
population;  individuals  in  Orleans  20  Oct 
(DPM)  and  at  Johnsons  Bayou  28  Oct  (DBo, 
JBo)  were  especially  early  on  the  coast. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

Possibly  as  many  as  12  Golden- winged  War- 
blers noted  at  C.EP.  30  Aug-21  Sep  (DB)  was 
a strong  single-locality  showing  for  this  in- 
creasingly scarce  migrant.  The  Tropical  Storm 
Humberto  fallout  at  H.R.  produced  Louisiana’s 
2nd  earliest  record  of  Orange-crowned  War- 
bler, 12  Sep  (RCD);  interestingly,  the  earliest 
record  (27  Aug)  was  associated  with  passage 
of  Hurricane  Andrew  in  1992.  Late  Nashville 
Warblers  were  observed  at  W.l.  8 Nov  (RCD, 
JWB)  and  at  Baton  Rouge  14  Nov  Qoshua 
Sylvest).  At  C.EP,  Chestnut-sided  Warblers 
were  observed  on  11  dates  29  Aug-21  Sep, 
with  unprecedented  Arkansas  fall  counts  of 
30  on  11  Sep  and  15  on  14  Sep  (DB);  also 
there  1 1 Sep  was  an  exceptionally  early  and 
very  rare  in  fall  Cape  May  Warbler,  and  a re- 
spectable 5 Blackburnian  Warblers  (DB,  NA). 
Although  typically  one  of  our  more  late-lin- 
gering fall  migrants,  2 Black-throated  Green 
Warblers  were  unexpectedly  late  near  St. 
Gabriel  28  Nov  (DLD).  Record  late  for  nw. 
Arkansas  was  a Yellow-throated  Warbler  at  L. 
Eayetteville  9 Oct  (MAM),  whereas  a Pine 
Warbler  at  W.L  29  Sep  (SWC,  DLD)  was 
record  early  for  the  sw.  coast.  Three  Palm 
Warblers  at  Carden  Bottoms,  Yell  23  Nov 
(K&LN,  DBr)  may  have  been  attempting  to 
winter.  Exceptionally  rare  in  fall,  a Blackpoll 
Warbler  at  H.R.  30-31  Oct  (ph.  JWB,  RCD) 


also  provided  the  latest  well-documented 
Louisiana  record.  Wrapping  up  the  C.EP.  11 
Sep  warbler  fallout  were  an  impressive  50 
American  Redstarts  (DB,  NA).  Very  late  or 
possibly  wintering  were  an  Ovenbird  and  2 
Northern  Waterthrushes  at  Venice,  Plaquem- 
ines 21  Nov  (DPM,  PAW).  A Mourning  War- 
bler at  L.  Eayetteville  17  Aug  establishes  a 
new  early  state  record,  and  a Canada  Warbler 
there  6 Oct  was  the  latest  for  nw.  Arkansas 
(both  MAM).  A rather  late  Hooded  Warbler 
was  noted  at  H.R.  9 Nov  (RCD).  Relatively 
late  for  Arkansas,  up  tp  2 Summer  Tanagers 
were  encountered  on  several  dates  21-28  Oct 
in  the  Eayetteville  area  (MAM,  JN).  If  accept- 
ed, an  ad.  male  Western  Tanager  near  Eern- 
dale,  Pulaski  15  Aug  (Jim  Mulkey)  would  be 
only  the  3rd  (and  earliest)  fall  record  for 
Arkansas;  2 were  also  encountered  in 
Cameron  28  Oct  at  Cameron  (JBo,  DBo)  and 
W.L  (ph.  DLD,  SWC). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Lark  Sparrow  in  Vennilion  14  Aug  (ph. 
MJM),  and  a juv.  Chipping  Sparrow  near 
Cameron  16  Sep  QBo,  vt.  DBo),  were  among 
the  earliest  fall  records  for  the  w.  coastal  zone. 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  were 
once  again  fairly  numerous 
in  Bossier,  where  recorded 
on  12  dates  29  Sep-30  Oct, 
peaking  at  6 on  10  & 20  Oct 
(TD);  one  in  St.  Charles  13 
Oct  (RJS)  was  a good  End  for 
Louisiana’s  river  parishes  re- 
gion. Two  Lincoln’s  Spar- 
rows at  H.R.  2 Oct  (RCD) 
were  record  early  for  the 
coast.  A White-throated 
Sparrow  at  Fayetteville  16 
Aug  was  about  two  months 
earlier  than  average  (possi- 
bly suggesting  that  it  had 
summered  in  the  area)  and 
represented  the  second-earli- 
est “fall”  record  for  Arkansas;  another  there 
26  Sep  was  also  relatively  early  (both  MAM). 
A rare  Oregon  Junco  at  Fayetteville  was  also 
relatively  early  11  Oct  QN).  If  accepted,  3 
Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  near  Shreve- 
port 10  Nov  (CEL)  would  be  the  first  found 
in  Louisiana  since  1995  and  furnish  the  sec- 
ond-earliest fall  record.  In  addition  to  repre- 
senting the  5th  state  record,  2 Snow  Buntings 
at  Millwood  L.,  Howard  18-24  Nov  (ph.  CM, 
m.ob.)  were  also  remarkably  early  and  the 
hrst  for  s.  Arkansas. 

Late  grosbeaks  and  buntings  included  2 
Blue  Grosbeaks  at  Venice  21  Nov  (DPM, 
PAW)  and  one  at  Cameron  22  Nov  (JBo,  DBo) 
and  Arkansas’s  latest-ever  Painted  Bunting  at 


Fayetteville  17-24  Nov  (Paige  Mulhollan,  ph. 
Mary  Bess  Mulhollan,  JN).  Family  groups  of 
Painted  Buntings  noted  at  Chesney  Prairie  1 1 
Aug  (MAM,  JN)  and  L.  Fayetteville  17  Aug 
(MAM),  and  a Dickcissel  feeding  fledglings  at 
Fayetteville  3 Sep  QN),  all  indicated  unusual- 
ly late  nesting.  Rare  in  fall,  Bobolink  reports 
included  2 near  Fayetteville  26  Aug,  one  there 
8 Sep  (both  MAM),  and  4 near  Ramah  15  Oct 
(MAS).  A Western  Meadowlark  at  Chesney 
Prairie  20  Oct  QN,  MAM)  was  unusually  ear- 
ly for  Arkansas,  and  separate  individuals 
found  freshly  dead  28  Oct  at  Holly  Beach 
(*DPM,  PAW,  CCS)  and  nw.  of  L.  Arthur,  Je/- 
ferson  Davis  (*SWC,  DLD)  were  among  the 
earliest  ever  in  fall  for  sw.  Louisiana.  Two 
Rusty  Blackbirds  in  Barton  27  Oct  QN,  MAM) 
were  earliest  ever  for  the  nw.  and  relatively 
early  for  Arkansas  in  general.  Likewise,  a 
Brewer’s  Blackbird  near  Fayetteville  25  Oct 
(MAM)  was  considered  very  early  and,  along 
with  17  at  C.EH.  10  Nov  (DBr,  JN,  MAM), 
unusual  for  nw.  Arkansas.  The  only  report  of 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  from  near  Sweet 
L.,  Cameron  16  Nov  (vt.  DBo,  JBo).  Sixty- 
three  Baltimore  Orioles  along  the  w.  Cameron 
coast  16  Sep  OBo,  DBo)  was  a new  fall  maxi- 


mum for  Louisiana;  an  ad.  male  at  Thibo- 
daux,  Lafourche  1 Nov  (Sammy  & Beth  Man- 
iscalco)  was  late  and  may  have  been  one  of 
several  that  spent  last  winter  there.  An  ad. 
male  Bullock’s  Oriole  at  Metairie,  JeJ/erson  23 
Sep  (ph.  Beth  Wiggins)  was  very  early  and 
presumably  the  same  bird  photographed 
there  as  an  ad.  29  Nov  2006;  an  imm.  male  at 
H.R.  26  Oct  (RCD)  better  fit  the  pattern  of  oc- 
currence for  this  rare  species. 

Several  Purple  Finches  near  St.  Gabriel  19 
Nov-t  (SWC,  DLD)  and  2 at  Cameron  22  Nov 
(vt.  DBo,  JBo)  signaled  the  beginnings  of  a fair- 
ly major  southward  irruption,  at  least  by  recent 
years’  standards.  A Pine  Siskin  at  Little  Rock 
17  Sep  (PB,  DBr)  was  exceptionally  early.  A 


This  Snow  Bunting  at  Millwood  Lake,  Arkansas  was  one  of  two  present  18  (here) 

through  24  November  2007,  providing  the  fifth  state  occurrence  and  the  first  from 
southern  Arkansas.  Photograph  by  Charles  Mills. 
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pair  of  “early”  American  Goldfinches  at  a feed- 
er at  Marion,  Union  for  about  a week  around 
23  Sep  (P.  Seager,  April  Happier)  represented 
one  of  very  few  Sep  records  for  Louisiana  and 
were  more  suggestive  of  rare  breeders  (or  post- 
breeders) than  early  migrants. 
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In  2007,  the  Arctic  region  experienced 
what  scientists  have  called  the  “Big  Melt.” 
Local  residents  and  veteran  researchers 
alike  viewed  this  year’s  loss  of  Arctic  sea  ice 
with  stunned  disbelief.  The  influence  on 
wildlife  was  swift  and  pronounced;  thousands 
of  Walruses  were  forced  to  land  along  the 
northwestern  coasts  of  Alaska,  while  a lost  Po- 
lar Bear  showed  up  on  the  Dempster  Highway 
at  Fort  McPherson  in  the  Northwest  Territo- 
ries. Ice-dependent  breeders  such  as  Ivory  Gull 
endured  yet  another  season  of  poor  productiv- 
ity. These  are  not  the  “early  warning  signs”  of 
climate  change;  this  is  global  warming  in  ac- 
tion, and  nothing  indicates  a positive  outcome 
for  our  birds,  wildlife,  and  ecosystems. 

What  to  do?  Make  combating  climate 
change  a part  of  your  own  life — don’t  wait  for 
governments.  Walk  and  bike  more,  drive  and 
fly  less,  take  the  bus  or  train,  follow  the  3 Rs 
(reduce,  recycle,  reuse — but  especially  “re- 
duce”), eat  locally,  grow  your  own  food,  enjoy 
nature,  strive  for  fossil-fuel  free  birding,  and 
share  your  ideas  with  family,  friends,  and 
neighbors. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

A flock  of  40  Snow  Geese  at  Herschel 
L,  n.  Yukon  22  Aug  included  2 (ad. 
& juv.)  blue-morph  individuals  (ph. 
CE);  the  only  previous  Yukon  record 
of  this  color  morph  was  from  nearby 
Nunaluk  Spit  28  Aug  1971.  Large 
numbers  of  Snow  Geese  were  record- 
ed at  Pond  Inlet,  Nunavut  in  late 
Aug,  with  the  largest  flock  being 
6000  sw.  of  White  Bay  31  Aug  (TE, 
WR).  The  Whitehorse  sewage  ponds 
have  proven  to  be  a s.  Yukon  water- 
fowl  hotspot;  high  counts  this  season 
were  550  Canada  Geese,  250  Gad- 
walls,  1200  American  Wigeons,  and 
500  Buffleheads,  all  on  9 Sep,  and  110  Ruddy 
Ducks  29  Sep  (HG).  An  influx  of  an  estimated 
1100  Mallards  was  recorded  at  the  s.  end  of  L. 
Laberge,  s.  Yukon  16  Nov  (HG,  BSu).  Six  Har- 
lequin Ducks  were  seen  at  Louise  L.  in  Kluane 
N.P.,  sw.  Yukon  1 Sep  (LF).  About  1200  Surf 
Scoters  and  110  Long-tailed  Ducks  were  noted 
on  Pauline  Cove  and  Workboat  Passage  at  Her- 
schel L,  n.  Yukon  18  Aug  (CE,  PE,  EN,  KR).  A 
Black  Scoter  at  Tagish  Narrows  1 Nov  (ph.  CE, 
HG)  represented  only  the  2nd  s.  Yukon  fall 
record.  A male  Hooded  Merganser,  rare  in  s. 
Yukon,  was  at  Shallow  Bay  4 Oct  (ph.  MB,  PB). 

A Dusky  Grouse,  uncommon  but  rarely  re- 
ported in  fall,  was  seen  at  treeline  on  Mt.  Vanier, 
sw.  Yukon  15  Sep  (TS).  Three  breeding  records 
for  Yellow-billed  Loon  on  freshwater  lakes  in 
the  Pond  Inlet/Bylot  1.  area,  Nunavut  in  early 
Sep  confirmed  the  long-standing  belief  that  the 
species  nests  in  this  region  (TE,  WR).  A West- 
ern Grebe,  casual  in  s.  Yukon  in  fall,  was  re- 
ported from  Nares  L.  29  Oct  (BD).  Surveys  in 
the  Bylot  L,  Nunavut  area  from  1 Aug-i-  found 
small  numbers  of  Northern  Fulmar  well  distrib- 
uted through  Eclipse  Sound  and  upper  Milne 
Inlet;  high  counts  included  300  swarming  with 
250  Harp  Seals  near  Dufour  Pt.  3 Sep,  400  off 


Salmon  R.  8 Sep,  and  500  feeding  in  huge  storm 
swells  at  the  base  Mt.  Herodier  10  Sep  (TE, 
WR).  An  ad.  Northern  Gannet  seen  off  Ragged 
L,  Nunavut  1 & 8 Sep  (TE,  WR)  provided  the 
first  record  for  the  Pond  Inlet  area. 

A Swainson’s  Hawk  seen  from  the  Albert  Cr. 
banding  station  16  Sep  OJ)  provided  the  first 
record  for  se.  Yukon.  Rough-legged  Hawks 
were  on  the  move  through  the  Whitehorse 
area,  s.  Yukon  in  early  Oct;  for  example,  8 were 
seen  along  with  10  unidentified  Buteo  8 Oct 
(HG,  CK).  An  American  Kestrel,  well  n.  of  its 
range,  was  seen  along  the  Hudson  Bay  coast 
near  the  MacConnell  Bird  Sanctuary,  20  km  s. 
of  Arviat,  Nunavut  28  Sep  QA,  PR).  A total  of 
19  Peregrine  Falcons  was  seen  on  a trip  down 
the  Snake  R.  and  Peel  R.,  cen.  Yukon  27-31 
Aug  (TJ,  ST).  Two  Peregrines  were  patrolling 
Swan  L.,  s.  Yukon  5 Sep  (CE,  BD,  HG),  and  2 
ads.  were  seen  near  the  Bluefish  R.,  n.  Yukon  6 
Sep  (BSc).  American  Coot  numbers  were  down 
this  season  at  the  Whitehorse  sewage  ponds,  s. 


This  nicely  documented  Gray  Catbird  at  Rat  Lake  23  August 
2007  provided  just  the  third  record  for  Northwest  Territo- 


ries. Photograph  by  David  Livingstone. 

Yukon,  with  a high  count  of  45  on  1 1 & 14  Sep 
(HG).  Sandhill  Cranes  are  an  uncommon  mi- 
grant through  the  Whitehorse  area,  s.  Yukon; 
20  were  over  Kookatsoon  L.  8 Oct  (MG), 
about  100  southbound  migrants  were  seen  4 
Oct  (CB;  HG);  farther  east,  a flock  of  200  was 
seen  at  the  Nisutlin  R.  delta  17  Sep  (DD).  Rip- 
ping southeasterly  winds  at  Herschel  L,  n. 
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Yukon  22  Aug  produced  an  exciting  shorebird 
fallout,  with  50  American  Golden-Plovers  and 
500  Pectoral  Sandpipers  among  the  highlights 
and  numerous  flocks  streaking  by  in  the  dis- 
tance (CE).  An  injured  Black-bellied  Plover, 
rare  in  sw.  Northwest  Territories,  was  picked 
up  at  Ft.  Simpson  31  Aug  (ph.  DAI).  Re- 
searchers at  Mary  R.,  Bylot  1.,  Nunavut  28 
Jul-Aug  reported  at  least  12  pairs  of  Common 
Ringed  Plovers  nesting  within  4 km  of  their 
camp;  many  ads.  and  juvs.  were  seen  through 
10  Aug,  and  the  last  juvs.  were  seen  2 Sep  (TE, 
WR).  While  fall  shorebird  migration  in  White- 
horse does  not  produced  big  numbers,  the  di- 
versity can  be  impressive;  rarest  among  the  17 
species  of  shorebirds  observed  29  Aug  were  2 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  and  a juv.  Sharp- 
tailed Sandpiper  (ph.  CE;  HG).  A flock  of  8 juv. 
Dunlins  at  Herschel  1.  23  Aug  (ph.  CE), 
though  not  unexpected,  represented  the  hrst 
island  record  of  the  species.  A lone  Dunlin, 
rare  in  fall  in  s.  Yukon,  was  seen  in  Whitehorse 
17-19  Oct  (HG).  On  3 Sep,  3 Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers  and  a Purple  Sandpiper  were  seen 
at  Arviat,  Nunavut  (ph.  NL,  LR).  A record-late 
Wilson’s  Snipe  lingered  on  the  Yukon  R.  in 
Whitehorse  through  7 Nov  (CE;  JH;  CCM). 

GULLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  ad.  Glaucous-winged  Gull  at  Herschel  I., 
n.  Yukon,  apparently  returning  for  the  3rd 
consecutive  year,  was  seen  22  Jul  and  17-23 
Aug  (ph.  CE;  PF).  An  ad.  Black-legged  Kitti- 
wake,  just  the  2nd  for  s.  Yukon,  touched 
down  briefly  on  Schwatka  L.  in  Whitehorse  15 
Oct  (CE,  HG).  High  counts  of  Black-legged 
Kittiwakes  in  the  Pond  Inlet,  Nunavut  area  in- 
cluded 800  off  the  Salmon  R.  delta  8 Sep  and 
600  near  Beloeil  I.  14  Sep  (TE,  WR).  Black 
Guillemot  monitoring  at  Herschel  1.,  n.  Yukon 
yielded  a high  count  of  about  40  ads.  (about 
the  same  as  2006);  a total  of  12  nests  con- 
tained 16  chicks  (just  slightly  higher  than 
2006)  (DAr,  CE,  PF,  CG,  LJM).  A careful  study 
of  Thayer’s  Gulls  in  the  Pond  Inlet  area  re- 
vealed small  numbers  of  Iceland  Gulls,  in- 
cluding a fresh  juv.  14  Sep  (TE,  WR);  the  only 
previous  records  of  Iceland  Gull  for  the  area 
were  from  1978-1979  (fide  WR).  In  the  Pond 
Inlet  area,  an  ad.  Ivory  Gull  was  seen  on  a 
dead  Narwhal  in  Tremblay  Sound  31  Aug,  and 
another  was  on  the  e.  side  of  Poirer  1.  13  Sep 
(TE,  WR).  Early  Sep  in  the  Pond  Inlet  area 
saw  impressive  concentrations  of  Arctic  Terns, 
with  a high  count  of  5500  on  8 Sep  (TE,  WR). 

A Mourning  Dove,  rare  but  regular  in  the 
Yukon,  was  seen  at  Carcross  21  Sep  (ph.  GB, 
LL).  Ten  Snowy  Owls  were  seen  on  the  nw.  side 
of  Herschel  I.,  n.  Yukon  18  Aug  (ph.  CE,  PF, 
EN,  KR).  A Snowy  Owl  was  reported  from  the 
n.  Klondike  Hwy.  between  Minto  and  Lhustaw 


L.  12  Oct  (SS).  The  first  Short-eared  Owl 
records  for  the  Pond  Inlet,  Nunavut  area  were 
1-2  on  29  Aug  and  2 Sep  (TE,  WR);  2 were  seen 
along  the  Snake  R.,  cen.  Yukon  29  Aug  (TJ, 
ST).  The  Albert  Creek  Banding  Station  investi- 
gated owl  banding  this  fall  with  some  success: 
2 Boreal  Owls  were  banded  2 Sep,  and  a North- 
ern Saw-whet  Owl,  the  first  reported  from  se. 
Yukon,  was  heard  2-3  Sep  (TMK,  JJ,  BSc).  A 
hummingbird  was  reported  from  Dawson  City, 
cen.  Yukon  27  Aug-18  Sep  (ML).  A female 
Belted  Kingfisher  wandered  some  800  km  n.  of 
its  range,  at  Cambridge  Bay,  Nunavut  in  late 
Sep  (AH;  ph.  DS);  the  bird  made  local  head- 
lines. A Black-backed  Woodpecker  at  Mayo  31 
Aug  (ph.  FC)  provided  one  of  very  few  well- 
documented  cen.  Yukon  records. 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  is  rare  anywhere 
in  the  Yukon;  singles  were  banded  at  Albert 
Cr.  29  Jul  and  31  Aug  (TMK).  A hatch-year 
Blue-headed  Vireo,  at  the  edge  of  its  range  in 
se.  Yukon,  was  banded  at  Albert  Cr.  4 Aug;  a 
total  of  15  individuals  (primarily  hatch-year 
birds)  have  been  banded  there  since  2003,  all 
during  the  fall  season  (TMK).  A Steller’s  Jay, 
perhaps  a holdover  from  the  great  invasion  of 
fall  2006,  was  seen  near  Judas  Cr.,  s.  Yukon  12 
Aug  (HG,  CO).  In  Watson  Lake,  se.  Yukon,  4 
juv.  American  Crows  seen  26  Aug  were  sug- 
gestive of  local  breeding  (ph.  JB,  TMK).  The 
crow  situation  in  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  only 
became  murkier  as  the  season  progressed; 
while  American  Crows  nested  in  Whitehorse 
this  past  summer,  the  flock  of  up  to  7 crows 
that  lingered  through  18  Oct  had  at  least  one 
or  2 individuals  that  looked  and  sounded  like 
Northwestern  Crows  (vr.  CE). 

Numerous  juv.  Northern  Wheatears  were 
seen  (15  banded)  around  Iqaluit,  Nunavut  22 
Aug-4  Sep,  with  the  last  one  noted  16  Sep 
(DH).  A hike  in  the  Mary  R.  area,  Baffin  L, 
Nunavut  29-31  Aug  found  small  numbers  of 
juv.  Northern  Wheatears  moving  through  (TE, 
WR).  A Gray  Catbird,  just  the  3rd  for  North- 
west Territories,  was  photographed  at  Rat  L.  23 
Aug  (ph.  DL).  A Cedar  Waxwing  nest  with  5 
large  nestlings  in  Whitehorse  8 Aug  (ph.  CE) 
provided  one  of  just  a few  confirmed  Yukon 
breeding  records  for  the  species;  other  White- 
horse-area  reports  included  2 along  McIntyre 
Cr.  14  Aug  (HG)  and  2 seen  with  about  6 Bo- 
hemians at  Horse  Cr.  in  mid-Sep  (RB).  Eight 
Cedar  Waxwings  were  banded  at  Albert  Cr.,  se. 
Yukon  1-26  Aug  (TMK).  Whitehorse  saw  the 
usual  fall  influx  of  Bohemians,  with  many  hun- 
dreds feasting  on  the  Mountain  Ash  berries  in 
late  Nov  (m.ob.).  Banding  totals  from  Albert 
Cr.,  se.  Yukon  produced  a concise  picture  of 
fall  warbler  migration  for  the  Liard  Basin,  with 
the  order  of  abundance  being  Yellow-rumped 
(262),  Northern  Waterthrush  (248),  Common 


Yellowthroat  (217),  Yellow  (214),  Wilson’s 
(167),  Orange-crowned  (152),  American  Red- 
start (50),  Blackpoll  (41),  Magnolia  (38),  Ten- 
nessee (22),  Cape  May  (3),  and  Townsend’s 
(one);  the  unusually  high  numbers  of  North- 
ern Waterthrush  may  be  resulted  from  a pro- 
ductive breeding  season,  or  perhaps  of  high 
water  levels  at  the  study  site,  which  created  ex- 
ceptionally good  stopover  habitat  (TMK). 

Dark-eyed  Juncos  were  on  the  move  at  Mary 
L.,  s.  Yukon,  with  200  tallied  29  Sep  (NH).  La- 
pland Longspur  migration  at  Herschel  I.,  n. 
Yukon  peaked  19  Aug  with  a count  of  1500 
(CE).  The  Canadian  Wildlife  Service  (White- 
horse, Yukon)  and  the  Albert  Creek  and  Teslin 
bird  banding  stations  continued  their  effort  to 
monitor  Rusty  Blackbirds  through  color  band- 
ing this  year;  a total  of  203  was  banded  in 
Whitehorse  (PS),  one  in  Teslin  (BSc),  and  31  at 
Albert  Cr.  (TMK).  Please  be  on  the  lookout  for 
these  birds  (banded  with  an  aluminum  band  on 
the  right  leg,  and  a green  plastic  band  on  the 
left  leg)  and  report  sightings  to  Pam  Sinclair 
(pam.sinclair@ec.gc.ca).  A flock  of  18  Rusty 
Blackbirds,  rarely  reported  from  n.  Yukon,  was 
seen  near  the  Bluefish  R.  5 Sep  (BSc).  A juv. 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  was  at  goose  camp  on 
Bylot  1.,  Nunavut  2 Aug  (ph.  LJ,  LM,  FR).  It  is 
rare  that  birdwatchers  witness  the  start  of  a 
new  population,  but  such  is  the  case  with  the 
rapid  proliferation  of  House  Sparrows  in 
Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon.  Following  last  summer’s 
first-ever  confirmed  nesting,  the  flock  was 
found  at  a downtown  feeder  in  mid-Oct,  with  a 
high  count  of  25  on  30  Nov  (SC;  ph.  CE;  HG). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): John  Alikut,  Danny  Allaire  (DAI),  Deon 
Arey  (DAr),  Gwen  Baluss,  Julie  Bauer,  Mary 
Beattie,  Pete  Beattie,  Clarence  Berndt,  Rose 
Berndt,  Syd  Cannings,  Carol  Callahan-Mau- 
reen,  Fabrice  Chevreux,  Doug  Davidge,  Boris 
Dobrowolsky,  Cameron  Eckert,  Ted  Elliot, 
Pierre  Foisy,  Lloyd  Freese,  Mike  Gill,  Colin 
Gordon,  Helmut  Griinberg,  Attima  Hadlari, 
Jim  Hawkings,  Nancy  Hughes,  David  Hussell, 
Jukka  Jantunen,  Tara  Johnson,  Ludovic  Joli- 
coeur,  Corinne  Kennedy,  Laurie  Lamm,  Na- 
dine Lamoureux,  Maria  Ledergerber,  David 
Livingstone,  Laura  McKinnon,  Lee  John  Mey- 
ook,  Ted  Murphy-Kelly,  Erin  Neufeld,  Clive 
Osbourne,  Wayne  Renaud,  Lynne  Rollin, 
Patrick  Rollin,  Frangois  Rousseu,  Kelsey  Rus- 
sell, Ben  Schonewille  (BSc),  Pam  Sinclair,  Ter- 
ry Skjonsberg,  Doug  Stern,  Susan  Stuart,  Bet- 
ty Sutton  (BSu),  Douglas  Tate  (Northwest 
Territories),  Shawn  Taylor.  ^ 


Cameron  D.  Eckert,  1402  Elm  Street 
Whitehorse,  Yukon  Territory  Y1 A 4B6 
(cdeckert@northwestel.net) 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Prairie  Provinces 


Rudolf  F.  Koes 
Peter  Taylor 

Although  some  severe  rainstorms  bat- 
tered Saskatchewan  and  windstorms 
hit  Manitoba  this  season,  the  Region 
generally  experienced  benign  weather  condi- 
tions for  most  of  the  period.  This  allowed  for 
a steady  exodus  of  migrants;  in  southern 
Manitoba,  several  passerine  waves  were  noted 
in  August  and  September,  but  none  was  ma- 
jor. Late  November  saw  the  onset  of  an  ex- 
treme cold  spell  that  pushed  out  virtually  all 
the  lingering  water  birds.  Irruptions  of  North- 
ern Shrike,  Boreal  Chickadee,  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch,  and  grosbeaks  took  place,  especial- 
ly in  Manitoba,  while  Alberta  had  the  lion’s 
share  of  rarities. 

Abbreviations:  Last  Mountain  (Last  Mountain 
Lake  and  Wildlife  Refuge,  SK);  RS.L.  (Piitais- 
takis-South  Livingstone  Raptor  Count,  AB) 

GEESE  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A juv.  Bean  Goose  of  unknown  species  (Tun- 
dra or  Taiga)  was  reported  at  Cold  L.,  AB 
(RKl,^de  TH);  if  accepted,  it  would  be  a first 
of  its  complex  for  the  Region.  Some  500 
Trumpeter  Swans  thronged  Frank  L.,  AB  9 
Nov  (CH,  IH).  The  Tundra  Swan  pair  noted 
earlier  at  Patience  L.,  SK  fledged  4 young  (fide 
GK).  A family  of  4 Bewick’s  Swans  frequent- 
ed Wascana  Marsh,  SK  22  Oct-2  Nov  (BL, 
m.ob.,  ph.),  representing  the  3rd  occurrence 
for  the  province.  A probable  Bewick’s  was  at 
Lac-des-Arcs,  AB  22  Oct  (TK).  Noteworthy 
dabbling  ducks  included  single  American 
Black  Ducks  at  Blackstrap  L.,  SK  9 Sep  (SS, 
m.ob.)  and  at  Last  Mountain  14  Nov  (BL, 
SW),  and  a Northern  Shoveler  x Northern 
Pintail  hybrid  at  Nanton,  AB  12  Nov  (TK). 
Good  numbers  of  Surf  Scoters  included  25  at 
Last  Mountain  25  Sep  (BL)  and  35  at  Pine 
Coulee,  AB  6 Oct  (TK),  but  few  were  found  in 
s.  Manitoba.  Up  to  75  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes 
were  at  Clear  L.,  AB  6 Oct  (TK),  with  3 farther 
e.  at  Last  Mountain  7 Oct-21  Nov  (BL)  and 
another  at  Saskatoon,  SK  18-22  Nov.  A tally  of 
400+  Hooded  Mergansers  at  Pelican  L.,  MB  8 


Nov  may  have  been  the  highest  ever  for  the 
province  (CC). 

A Sharp-tailed  Grouse  at  Dymond  L.,  near 
Churchill,  MB  12  Nov  was  far  n.  of  typical 
range  (PSw).  Notable  loon  sightings  included 
a juv.  Red-throated  at  Last  Mountain  1-27  Oct 
(BL),  an  ad.  there  21  Nov  (BL),  a Pacific  at 
Last  Mountain  17-24  Oct  (BL,  JP,  m.ob.)  and 
about  13  in  s.  Alberta,  and  single  Yellow- 
billeds  at  Glenmore  Res.,  AB  14  Nov  (RW, 
AF)  and  Lac  La  Biche,  AB  17  Nov  (RKl). 
Great  Egrets  barely  rate  special  mention  any 
more  in  s.  Manitoba,  but  18  at  West  Shoal  L. 
14  Aug  made  a high  count  (RKo,  PT).  A 
Snowy  Egret  at  Whitewater  L,  MB  6 Oct  was 
late  (M.N.S.).  At  Last  Mountain,  a total  of  25 
Cattle  Egrets  7 Sep  included  many  juvs.  (NS). 
White-faced  Ibis  continues  to  expand  its 


COOTS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

At  least  10,000  American  Coots  crowded  Pine 
Coulee  6 Oct  (TK).  Six  Black-necked  Stilts 
were  in  the  Old  Wives  L.,  SK  area  about  10 
Aug  (D&BS),  and  6 more  near  Goose  L.,  SK 
27  Aug  (NS).  Two  Stilt  Sandpipers  near  Cal- 
gary 23  Oct  were  late  (TK).  A female  Ruff  was 
apparently  photographed  at  Shepard,  AB  18 
Aug  (RKi).  Lone  Red  Phalaropes  were  at 
Clear  L.  9 Sep  and  6 Oct  (TK).  About  15 
Franklin’s  Gulls  at  Natalie  L.,  MB  25  Oct  were 
not  only  late  but  also  at  the  e.  fringe  of  their 
range  (PT).  An  ad.  Little  Gull  was  at  Lac  La 
Biche,  AB  6 Oct  (RKl).  Sabine’s  Gulls  made  a 
good  showing,  with  at  least  7 in  Alberta,  3 in 
s.  Manitoba,  and  2 in  Saskatchewan.  A possi- 
ble Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  at  Vermilion 
Lakes,  Banff  N.P,  AB  OR  AF),  while  a Para- 


This family  of  Bewick's  Swans  graced  Wascana  Marsh,  Regina,  Saskatchewan  from  22  (here  27)  October  through  2 November 

2007.  This  constituted  the  third  record  for  the  province.  Photograph  by  Jared  Clarke. 


range  and  numbers  in  the  Region:  maxima  in 
s.  Alberta  were  47  at  Langdon  (AS),  100  at 
Frank  L.  (AC),  and  80  near  Blackie  (BW),  all 
2 Sep.  The  peak  at  Whitewater  L.  was  32  on 
13  Aug  (CA,  NJ)  and  at  Last  Mountain  16  on 
5 Sep  (KH).  A very  tardy  bird  was  near  Cal- 
gary 10-11  Nov  (RB,  TK). 

An  Osprey  at  RS.L  18  Oct  was  very 
late  (PSn).  Six  reports  of  Broad-winged 
Hawk  in  the  Calgary  area  28  Aug-6  Sep 
made  an  above-average  tally  (m.ob.), 
while  13  passed  RS.L.  this  season  (PSn 
et  al).  Rough-legged  Hawks  were  very 
scarce  in  s.  Manitoba.  At  RS.L.,  5445 
Golden  Eagles  were  tallied  between  27 
Aug  and  4 Dec,  with  a peak  of  437  on 
11  Oct  (PSn  et  al).  Fourteen  Merlins 
found  dead  in  Saskatoon  all  tested  pos- 
itive for  West  Nile  virus  (see  magpies 
and  crows,  below;  jtde  JC).  The  peak 
Peregrine  Falcon  count  at  RS.L.  was  11 
on  25  Sep  (PSn).  There  were  an  above- 
average  16  Prairie  Falcon  sightings  in  s. 
Saskatchewan;  singles  near  Grant’s  L., 

MB  8 Sep  (KG)  and  Lac  du  Bonnet,  MB  3 Nov 
(PT)  were  farther  out  of  range. 


sitic  Jaeger  was  an  M.N.S.  outing  highlight  at 
St.  Ambroise,  MB  22  Sep.  Both  Alberta  and 
Saskatchewan  had  their  3rd  Ancient  Mur- 
relets,  respectively  at  L.  Minnewanka,  Banff 
N.P.  mid-jul-20  Aug  (JR,  MM,  m.ob.,  ph.) 
and  at  Last  Mountain  21  Nov  (BL). 


Alberta's  third  Ancient  Murrelet  at  Lake  Minnewanka,  Banff  National 
Park  18-20  (here  19)  August  2007  had  apparently  been  present  since 
early  or  mid-July  but  was  not  discovered  by  birders  until  near  the  end 
of  its  stay.  Photograph  by  Terry  Korolyk. 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon  at  Kindersley  2-6  Sep 
provided  Saskatchewan  with  its  12th  record 
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This  Band-tailed  Pigeon  at  a Kindersley,  Saskatchewan  feeder 
from  2-6  (here  5)  September  2007  represented  about  the 
twelfth  record  for  the  province.  Photograph  byJoelPriebe. 


A Seksphom  hummingbird  present  at  Lorette,  Manitoba 
3-30  (here  29)  October  2007  was  believed  to  be  a female 
Rufous  Hummingbird.  Photograph  by  Alfred  Mag. 


This  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  at  Ponoka,  Alberta  found  in 
late  September  or  early  October  2007  (here  3 November) 
lingered  into  winter.  It  represented  the  second  record  for 
the  province  but  was  possibly  the  same  individual  found  at 
Calgary  in  March  2007.  Photograph  by  Terry  Korolyk. 

(CS,  m.ob.,  ph.),  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
continues  to  thrive  in  Saskatchewan,  with  a 
total  population  estimated  at  150  birds,  in- 
cluding 25  at  Milestone,  a new  location.  Near 
Winkler,  MB,  up  to  10  were  present  for  much 
of  the  fall,  with  at  least  8 remaining  into  win- 
ter (LBr,  m.ob.).  An  Eastern  Screech-Owl  was 
once  again  noted  at  Medicine  Hat  Oct-Nov 
(E&MS).  A Common  Nighthawk  at  Win- 
nipeg, MB  20  Oct  was  record  late  by  almost 
three  weeks  (CCs),  while  a Chimney  Swift  at. 


A fall  influx  of  Townsend's  Solitaires  across  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba  in- 
cluded these  two,  part  of  a flock  of  five  at  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  8 No- 
vember 2007.  Photograph  by  Mkk  Saunders. 


PASSERIMES 

An  out-of-range  Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher  was  at  Swift  Current  14 
Aug  (RD).  Northern  Shrikes  were 
particularly  prominent  in  Manito- 
ba, with  as  many  as  7 noted  daily 
at  Churchill  in  mid-Sep  (CC  et  al.) 
and  above-average  numbers  in  the 
south.  A Pinyon  Jay  at  Mountain 
View  11-19  Oct  was  Alberta’s  3rd 
reported  but  the  first  to  be  pho- 
tographed (NW).  Black-billed 
Magpie  and  American  Crow  num- 
bers have  plummeted  in 
Saskatchewan  (and  in  Manitoba 
for  the  former  species);  West  Nile 
virus  is  suspected.  A late  Tree  Swallow  was  at 
Last  Mountain  9 Oct  (BL). 

Boreal  Chickadees  staged  a minor  incursion 
into  s.  Manitoba,  tvith  reports  from  Winnipeg, 
Ste.  Anne,  Grand  Beach,  Traverse  Bay, 
Minnedosa,  and  Rivers  starting  in  early  Oct. 
This  coincided  with  a major  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  flight  in  s.  Manitoba  and  s. 
Saskatchewan,  which  began  in  late  Jul,  with 
numbers  still  high  in  winter.  A Pygmy 
Nuthatch  near  Jasper  2 Sep  may  represent  an 
Alberta  first,  if  accepted  (DE).  A Marsh  Wren 
near  Strathmore,  AB  11  Nov  was  extremely  late 
(RWo).  Townsend’s  Solitaires  are  becoming 
ever-more-regular  visitors  in  the  e.  portion  of 
the  region;  at  least  4 were  in  Manitoba,  while 
10  were  in  Saskatchewan,  including  an  amaz- 
ing 5 together  in  Saskatoon  8 Nov  (NS,  ph.). 
The  prairie  in  the  Nanton/Stavely,  AB  area  was 
alive  with  600+  American  Pipits  29  Sep  (TK). 

Notable  lingering  warblers  included  a Ten- 
nessee Warbler  at  Winnipeg  21  Oct  (G. 
Budyk)  and  another  dead  there  29  Oct  (G. 
Walz),  a record-late  Yellow  Warbler  at 
Pinawa,  MB  21  (PT,  ph.)  & 29  Oct  (Reto 
Zach),  and  an  Ovenbird  at  Winnipeg  13  Oct 


This  juvenile  Golden-crowned  Sparrow,  banded  at  Delta 
IS  September  2007,  furnished  Manitoba's  fifth  record. 
Photograph  by  Heidi  den  Haan. 

(RKo).  Each  province  hosted  a Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler;  at  Winnipeg  30  Sep  (R.Parsons, 
J.  Swartz),  at  Regina  7 Oct  (BL),  and  near 
Priddis,  AB  8 Oct  (N&BC).  A Kentucky  War- 
bler at  Weaselhead,  Calgary  8 Sep  was  be- 
lieved to  be  Alberta’s  2nd  (RC).  The 
province’s  first  occurred  in  the  same  area  in 


appropriately,  Swift  Current,  SK 
18  Aug  was  far  w.  of  usual  range 
(RD,  MD).  At  least  5 Black  Swifts 
foraged  with  Cliff  Swallows  at  the 
mouth  of  Snaring  R.,  AB  9 Aug 
QR).  At  least  one  Selasphorus 
hummingbird,  believed  to  be  a fe- 
male Rufous,  frequented  a Lorette, 
MB  feeder  3-30  Oct  (MW,  m.ob., 
ph.).  On  the  heels  of  its  first 
record  in  Mar  2007  came  Alberta’s 
2nd  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  a 
male  at  Ponoka  from  late  Sep  or 
early  Oct  through  the  period  0J, 
m.ob.,  ph.).  In  Manitoba  at  least  7 
Red-bellieds  were  noted.  A very 
tardy  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
was  at  Winnipeg  18  Nov  (LK). 


Mountain  lew,  Alberta  hosted  this  Pinyon  Jay  11-19  (here  12)  October  2007, 
providing  the  third  record  for  the  province  and  about  the  fifth  for  the  Prairie 
Provinces  region.  Photograph  by  Nancy  West. 
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1988.  A MacGillivray’s  Warbler  at  Saskatoon 
31  Aug  was  the  city’s  first  (L&AB,  Jide  RD). 

A Grasshopper  Sparrow  at  ES.L.  9 Sep  was 
rare  (KM,  PSn).  A hatch-year  Golden- 
crowned  Sparrow  banded  at  Delta,  MB  25 
Sep  was  about  the  5th  for  the  province  (H. 
den  Haan,  ph.).  A very  late  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  was  at  Grosse  Isle,  MB  1-4  Nov 
(KG).  At  least  4000  Brewer’s  Blackbirds,  in  an 
almost  pure  flock,  congregated  at  Grant’s  L., 
MB  8 Sep  (KG).  Banff  N.E  and  Jasper  N.E,  AB 
experienced  a crossbill  invasion,  with  good 
numbers  of  both  Red  (of  at  least  two  types) 
and  White-winged  QR)-  White-winged  Cross- 
bills were  fairly  widespread  in  good  numbers 
in  s.  Manitoba,  including  a flock  of  100-t  at 


Birds  Hill  PE  24  Nov  (RKo).  Both  Pine  and 
Evening  Grosbeaks  were  in  their  highest 
numbers  in  years  in  s.  Manitoba,  while  red- 
polls were  rather  scarce;  however,  1082  Com- 
mon Redpolls  passed  ES.L.  30  Oct  (PSn). 

Observers  (provincial  compilers  in  boldface): 
Christian  Artuso,  Reid  Barclay,  L.  65:  A.  Bau- 
dru,  Len  Braun  (LBr),  Garry  Budyk,  Jared 
Clarke,  Richard  Clarke,  A.  Cole,  Nancy  & Bill 
Cook,  Carolyn  Curtis  (CCs),  Cal  Cuthbert, 
Heidi  den  Haan,  Mary-Ann  Dudragne,  Ryan 
Dudragne,  Dave  Elphinstone,  A.  Fishkin,  Ken 
Gardner,  Ian  Halliday,  K.  Hedegard,  Ted  Hind- 
march,  Cedric  Hitchon,  N.  Jackett,  Joanne 
Jones,  Randy  Kimura  (RKi),  Lome  Klassen, 


Richard  Klauke  (RKl),  Rudolf  Koes  (RKo), 
Terry  Korolyk,  Greg  Kratzig,  Bob  Luterbach, 
Keith  McClary,  Mike  Mclvor,  Rob  Parsons, 
Jerry  Pilny,  Jason  Rogers,  D.  & B.  Saunders, 
Nick  Saunders,  Cheryl  Schopff,  Stan  Shadick, 
Phil  Shaw  (PSw),  Peter  Sherrington  (PSn),  A. 
Slater,  Elaine  & Milt  Spitzer,  Jo  Swartz,  Peter 
Taylor,  B.  Walker,  Gene  Walz,  S.  Weir,  Ray 
Wershler,  Nancy  West,  M.  Wojnowski,  Rob 
Worona  (RWo),  Reto  Zach;  Manitoba  Natu- 
ralists Society.  O 


Rudolf  F.  Koes,  135  Rossmere  Crescent 
lA/innipeg,  Manitoba  R2K0G1,  (rkoes@mts.net) 
Peter  Taylor,  P.  0.  Box  597 
Pinawa,  Manitoba  ROE  1L0,  (taylorp@granite.mb.ca) 


Northern  Great  Plains 


Lake  Alice  NWR 


Havre* 

^Isreal  faWs^^'^^^'f'rT 
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Ron  Martin 


Above-average  temperatures  and  low 
precipitation  characterized  the  fall 
season.  The  absence  of  weather  events 
undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  unimpressive 
shorebird  and  passerine  migrations,  but  a 
warm  November  produced  a number  of  lin- 
gering water  birds.  Scoters  made  a strong 
showing  in  the  Dakotas,  and  hummingbirds, 
woodpeckers,  and  vireos  produced  some  ex- 
citement. The  season’s  highlights  included 
Swallow-tailed  Kite  in  South  Dakota  and  Bell’s 
Vireo  in  Montana.  In  North  Dakota,  there 
were  reports  of  Common  Eider,  Smew,  Yel- 
low-billed Loon,  Long-tailed  Jaeger,  and 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbird. 

SWANS  THROUGH  IBIS 

A Mute  Swan  at  Arrowwood  N.W.R.,  ND  2-9 
Oct  would,  if  accepted,  represent  a first  for 
the  state  (p.a.,  PRS).  A new  fall  high  count  for 
Tundra  Swans  in  North  Dakota  was  noted 
when  12,000  were  tallied  at  Turtle  L.,  McLean 
19  Nov  (RS).  A Common  Eider  was  docu- 
mented from  McLean,  ND  6 Nov  (p.a.,  RS); 
there  are  two  previous  records  for  the  state 
and  two  other  reports.  Harlequin  Ducks  were 


at  the  Grand  Forks  Lagoons  30  Oct 
(p.a.,  EEF)  and  in  McLean  8 Nov 
(p.a.,  RS).  Surf  Scoter  observations 
spanned  1-28  Oct  in  North  Dakota, 
with  a peak  of  13  at  Grand  Forks  1 
Oct  (EEF).  In  South  Dakota,  reports 
from  seven  counties  spanned  20 
Oct-21  Nov,  vHth  a peak  of  4 at  two 
locations  21  Oct.  White-winged 
Scoters  peaked  at  7 in  North  Dakota 
19  Oct  at  Fargo  (KRC,  DWR),  and 
reports  came  in  from  five  counties.  A single  in 
Kingsbury  3 Nov  was  the  only  report  for 
South  Dakota  QSP)-  Black  Scoter  num- 
bers were  particularly  strong,  with  12 
individuals  reported  in  each  of  the 
Dakotas.  They  were  noted  in  six  coun- 
ties in  North  Dakota  12  Oct-23  Nov, 
with  a peak  of  five  24-26  Oct  at  Grand 
Forks  (EEF).  South  Dakota  reports 
from  five  counties  spanned  7 Oct-17 
Nov,  with  a peak  of  4 on  3 Nov  in 
Kingsbury  OSP)  and  10  Nov  in  Yankton 
(DS).  An  unprecedented  3 Barrow’s 
Goldeneyes  were  reported  31  Oct  in 
McLean,  ND  (p.a.,  RS).  A Smew  noted 
in  Sheridan,  ND  19  Nov  (p.a.,  RS)  pro- 
vided the  first  report  for  the  state.  The 
11th  report  for  North  Dakota,  a Pacific 
Loon  was  in  Kidder  10  Nov  (p.a.,  CDE). 

A possible  Yellow-billed  Loon  was  at 
Audubon  N.W.R.  22  Oct  (p.a.,  RS); 
there  is  one  accepted  record  for  the 
state  and  one  record  pending  for  this 
species. 

The  only  Little  Blue  Herons  reported  were 
singles  in  Brown,  SD  9 Aug  (RDO)  and  in  Kid- 
der, ND  5 Aug-8  Sep  (BA).  A Tricolored 


Heron  was  noted  at  Lake  Alice  N.W.R.,  ND  in 
Aug,  in  the  same  area  where  a single  was  not- 
ed last  fall  (CD).  A White-faced  Ibis  was  late 
10  Nov  at  Long  Lake  N.W.R.,  ND  (DNS). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  OWLS 

A Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  photographed  in 
Mitchell,  Davison,  SD  3-17  Sep  OSP  DC)— 
the  first  record  for  the  state  since  1910.  A late 
Osprey  was  at  Long  Lake  N.W.R. , ND  25  Nov 
(MJR).  A Gyrfalcon  was  early  1 Oct  at  Fargo, 
ND  (KRC).  An  American  Avocet  was  late  21 


Nov  at  Long  Lake  N.W.R.,  ND  (MJR).  In 
South  Dakota,  a Ruddy  Turnstone  in  Kings- 
bury 3 Nov  provided  the  latest  record  for  the 
state  OSP)-  Accidental  in  fall  in  South  Dako- 


This  Swallow-tailed  Kite  in  Mitchell,  South  Dakota  3-17  (here  15)  Sep- 
tember 2007  provided  the  first  record  for  the  state  since  1910. 
Photograph  by  Doug  Backlund. 
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Furnishing  a welcome  seventh  record  for  North  Dakota,  this  juvenile 

Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  at  Grand  Forks  4-7  (here  6)  September  2007. 

Photograph  by  Dave  Lambeth. 


ta,  an  incredible  30  Red  Knots  were  at  L.  Pre- 
ston, Kingsbury  4 Aug  (p.a.,  JSP).  A single  was 
noted  in  Sully  5 Aug  (p.a.,  RDO).  In  North 
Dakota,  single  Red  Phalaropes  were  at  Minot 
29-30  Aug  (p.a.,  REM)  and  at  Long  Lake 
N.W.R.  22  Sep  (p.a.,  CDE,  HCT);  there  are 
now  20-r  reports  for  the  state. 

Representing  the  7th  report  for  North 
Dakota,  a juv.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  pho- 
tographed and  seen  by  many  in  Grand  Forks 
4-7  Sep  (p.a.,  EEF,  DOL).  The  19th  report  for 
North  Dakota,  a juv.  Little  Gull  was  at  Minot 
27  Aug  (p.a.,  REM).  A Mew  Gull  was  at  Gar- 
rison Dam,  ND  21-28  Oct  (p.a.,  REM,  DNS), 
and  singles  were  reported  in  Lyman  and  Stan- 
ley, SD  in  Nov  (RDO).  The  7th  and  8th  re- 
ports for  South  Dakota,  Iceland  Gulls  were  in 
Lyman  4 Nov  and  in  Hughes  25  Nov  (p.a., 
RDO).  Sabine’s  Gulls  made  another  strong 
showing,  with  reports  from  six  South  Dakota 
counties  15  Sep-21  Oct,  while  reports  from 
hve  North  Dakota  counties  spanned  7 Sep-13 
Oct,  with  a peak  of  4 at  Grand  Forks  1 Oct 
(EEF).  The  only  Montana  report  was  of  2 at 
Cooney  Res.  10  Sep  (p.a.,  ML). 

Furnishing  the  8th  report  for  North  Dako- 
ta, a White-winged  Dove  was  at  Bismarck  29- 
22  Aug  (p.a.,  LF,  fide  HCT).  Casual  in  Mon- 
tana and  new  for  Latilong  12,  a Barn  Owl  was 
heard  at  Westby  2 Sep  QS,  TN).  From  North 
Dakota  came  a late  report  of  a Barn  Owl  pho- 
tographed in  Adams  16  Jun  (LS).  A first  record 
for  Latilong  20,  an  Eastern  Screech-Owl  was  at 
James  Kipp  S.P.,  s.  of  Malta,  MT,  18  Aug  QB). 
A nice  peak  of  16  Long-eared  Owls  was  tallied 
in  Minnehaha,  SD  4 Nov  (TS). 

HUMMINGBIRDS 
THROUGH  KINGBIRDS 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  were  reported 
in  usual  numbers  in  ne.  Montana  in  late  Jul 
and  Aug  (DP,  CC).  A Calliope  Hummingbird 
m Malta,  MT  31  Aug  would  provide  a new 
record  for  Latilong  9 (p.a.,  DP);  there  are  few 
previous  records  of  this  species  for  e.  Mon- 
tana. Now  seemingly  regular  in  fall  in  the 


Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota,  a Cal- 
liope Hummingbird  was  in  Lawrence 

1- 7  Aug  (p.a.,  DGP).  For  the  2nd 
consecutive  fall,  a Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird  was  photographed  in 
North  Dakota,  a female  in  Mountrail 
6-9  Aug  (p.a.,  JK,  TB,  m.ob.).  In 
South  Dakota,  a Broad-tailed  was 
unusually  far  e.  in  Stanley  4 Aug 
(p.a.,  RDO).  An  unprecedented  3 
Rufous/Allen’s  Hummingbirds  were 
reported  in  North  Dakota:  in  Beach 

2- 7  Aug  (p.a.,  DB),  in  Stutsman  23- 
24  Aug  (p.a.,  PRS,  SAW),  and  in 
Traill  7-14  Sep  (p.a.,  SW,  DOL). 

These  provided  the  7th  through  9th  reports  of 
this  complex  for  the  state.  In  South  Dakota,  a 
Rufous  Hummingbird  was  far  e.  in  Stanley  2- 
20  Aug  (RDO). 

Encouraging  was  a report  of  100  Red-head- 
ed Woodpeckers  13  Aug  in  the  Long  Pine  Hills 
of  se.  Montana  (ML).  A peak  of  14  was  noted 
in  Burleigh,  ND  16  Aug  (HCT).  A first  for  Lati- 
long 45,  an  American  Three-toed  Woodpecker 
was  unusual  in  the  Long  Pine  Hills  in  Carter, 
MT  4 Aug  (ML).  Extralimital  observations  of 
the  expanding  Pileated  Woodpecker  in  North 
Dakota  included  singles  in  Harvey  13  Oct 
(WE)  and  at  J.  Clark  Salyer  N.W.R.  16  Nov 
(GEE).  Accidental  in  fall  in  North  Dakota  e.  of 
the  Badlands,  a calling  Western  Wood-Pewee 
was  at  Bismarck  28  Aug  (CDE).  The  11th 
record  for  Montana,  an  Eastern  Phoebe  was  at 
Westby  5 Sep  (TN).  A Great  Crested  Flycatch- 
er was  far  nw.  in  Harding,  SD  2 Sep  (DB).  A 
good  peak  of  14  Cassin’s  Kingbirds  was  tallied 
23  Sep  in  Powder  River,  MT  (DC). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  PIPITS 


A Bell’s  Vireo  reported  from  Westby,  MT  28 
Aug  was  placed  on  the  Montana  Supplemental 
List  (TN);  there  are  no  previous  records  for 


Reported  in  North  Dakota  for  the  second  consecutive  year,  a 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  was  in  Mountrail  County  6 (here) 
through  9 August  2007.  Photograph  by  Dave  Lambeth. 


the  state.  Accidental  in  fall  in  South  Dakota 
and  a hrst  for  the  Black  Hills,  a White-eyed 
Vireo  was  in  Meade  19  Oct  (p.a.,  JB,  DAT).  An 
out-of-range  Plumbeous  Vireo  was  banded  in 
Hughes,  SD  6 Sep  (DB).  Westerly  Blue-headed 
Vireos  were  in  Great  Falls,  MT  8 & 27  Sep 
(CC,  DC,  RM).  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
made  a strong  showing  this  fall,  and  a peak  of 
39  was  tallied  in  McHenry,  ND  2 Sep  (SDL).  A 
Rock  Wren  was  very  late  in  Meade,  SD  25  Nov 
(AB).  Carolina  Wrens  were  noted  through  the 
period  in  Minnehaha,  SD  (MZ),  and  2 were  in 
Hughes,  SD  2-9  Sep  (RDO,  KM,  DB).  A Blue- 
gray  Gnatcatcher  was  unusual  in  Harding,  SD 


A species  casual  but  apparently  increasing  in  North  Dakota, 

this  Barn  Owl  was  in  Adams  County  16  June  2D07.  Photo- 
graph by  Liz  Seamands. 


2 Sep  (KM,  DB).  Townsend’s  Solitaires  made  a 
strong  eastward  movement  in  the  Dakotas.  An 
early  bird  was  in  McHenry,  ND  7 Sep  (REM). 
A casual  nester  in  North  Dakota,  a Northern 
Mockingbird  was  feeding  a young  bird  in  West 
Fargo  6 Aug  (KRC,  DWR).  Providing  a new 
early  date  for  fall  in  South  Dakota,  an  Ameri- 
can Pipit  was  in  Minnehaha  18  Aug  (MZ). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Rare  in  the  Region  in  fall,  Golden-winged 
Warblers  were  in  Roberts,  SD  25  Aug  QSP),  in 
Fargo,  ND  25  Aug  (DPW),  and  in  Kidder,  ND 
8 Sep  (CDE).  A good  peak  of  40  Nashville 
Warblers  was  in  Roberts,  SD  27  Aug  (MAO). 
Two  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  reports 
were  singles  14  Sep  in  McHenry,  ND  (REM) 
and  21  Sep  in  Stanley,  SD  (RDO).  Townsend’s 
Warbler  reports  included  South  Dakota’s  16th 
on  1 Sep  in  Harding  (p.a.,  KM)  and  North 
Dakota’s  11th  in  Bismarck  12  Sep  (p.a.,  CDE). 
Rare  warblers  noted  in  Montana  included  a 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler  in  Westby  22 
Aug  (p.a.,  TN),  a Canada  Warbler  15  Aug  in 
Ft.  Peck  (p.a.,  CC),  and  a Blackburnian  24 
Aug  in  Westby  (TN).  The  11th  record  for 
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Accidental  in  the  Northern  Great  Plains  away  from  the  Black 
Hills  of  South  Dakota,  this  Plumbeous  Vireo  was  banded  at 
Pierre,  South  Dakota  6 September  2007.  Photograph  by 
Doug  Backlund. 

Montana,  a Connecticut  Warbler  was  at  West- 
by  15  Sep  (BW). 

Casual  in  fall  in  North  Dakota,  a Summer 
Tanager  was  late  at  Bismarck  24  Oct  (p.a., 
CC,  JH).  A good  peak  of  80  Field  Sparrows 


Providing  the  third  fall  record  of  the  species  for  South 
Dakota,  this  White-eyed  Vireo  was  in  the  Black  Hills  in 
Meade  County  19  October  2007.  Photograph  by  Dart  Tallman. 


was  tallied  1 1 Aug  in  the  Sheyenne  National 
Grasslands  in  Richland,  ND  (KRC).  Rarely  re- 
ported in  fall,  a Baird’s  Sparrow  was  noted  in 
Stanley,  SD  7 Oct  (MS).  The  2nd  earliest  re- 
port for  fall  in  South  Dakota,  8 Snow 
Buntings  were  in  Clay  28  Sep  (DS).  Only  3 
Rusty  Blackbird  reports  were  received  from 
South  Dakota,  but  a good  peak  of  23  was  not- 
ed at  Ft.  Peck,  MT  28  Oct  (CC).  Far  lower 
than  peaks  of  two  decades  ago,  180  were  tal- 
lied in  Pierce,  ND  4 Nov  (REM).  A Bullock’s 
Oriole  was  late  26  Nov  at  Ft.  Peck,  MT  (JC). 
Crossbill  reports  were  low,  and  redpolls  made 


only  a weak  movement  in  the  Region  this  fall. 
Pine  Siskins,  however,  made  a good  showing 
later  in  the  period.  Three  Evening  Grosbeak 
reports  for  North  Dakota  was  the  best  number 
in  years;  a peak  of  12  was  tallied  30  Oct  at  J. 
Clark  Salyer  N.W.R.  (GAE). 
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Southern  Great  Plains 


W.  Ross  Silcock 
Joseph  A.  Grzybowski 

As  fall  seasons  go,  this  was  probably  a 
more  interesting  one  for  unusual 
species.  The  heavy  mid-year  rains  in 
parts  of  the  Region,  always  a driving  factor  in 
shifting  distributions  of  birds  on  the  plains, 
likely  contributed  to  some  of  the  charm  of  the 
season,  and  the  remnants  of  Hurricane  Dean 
added  to  the  deluge.  Some  very  high  numbers 
of  some  species  were  noted,  in  some  cases 
concentrated  by  ideal  local  conditions. 

As  has  been  typical  of  recent  times,  the  tim- 
ing of  migration  is  also  changing.  Earlier  ar- 
rivals on  breeding  grounds  can  also  result  in 
earlier  fall  departures,  as  species  finish  their 
nesting  activities  earlier.  Milder  temperatures 
can  also  delay  departures,  which  then  further 
widens  the  migration  window. 

Abbreviations:  Cheyenne  Bottoms  (Chey- 
enne Bottoms  W.M.A.,  Barton,  KS);  Hackber- 


ry  Flat  (Hackberry  Flat  W.M.A.,  Tillman,  OK); 
McConaughy  (L.  McConaughy,  Keith,  NE); 
Quivira  (Quivira  N.W.R.,  Stafford,  KS);  Red 
Slough  (Red  Slough  W.M.A.,  McCurtain,  OK); 
Salt  Plains  (Salt  Plains  N.W.R.,  Alfalfa,  OK). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Black-bellied  Wbistling-Ducks  maintain  a 
toehold  in  McCurtain,  OK:  up  to  4 were  at 
Red  Slough  through  1 1 Sep,  with  one  as  late 
as  14  Oct  (DA,  m.ob.);  an  additional  2 ads. 
and  15  imms.  were  at  Broken  Bow  1 Aug  (fide 
BH).  Three  Tundra  Swans  at  Quivira  18-25 
Nov  (SS)  were  the  only  ones  reported.  Mot- 
tled Ducks  occur  with  peculiar  regularity  in 
the  middle  of  the  Region;  one  or  2 were  at 
Quivira  4 & 19  Aug  (SS,  m.ob.).  Nine  of  the 
14  Surf  Scoters  reported  this  fall  were  in  a sin- 
gle flock  in  Lancaster,  NE  9 Nov  0Q))i  others 
were  reported  23  Oct-29  Nov,  with  2 in  No- 
ble, OK  on  the  latest  date  QWA,  JT,  JS).  Only 
4 White-winged  Scoters  were  reported  in  the 
period  16  Oct-14  Nov,  the  southernmost  in 
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This  unidentified  frigatebird  passed  through  Norfolk,  Ne- 
braska 28  August  2007,  a first  state  record  for  the  genus. 
Photograph  by  Bruce  Trindle. 

Johnson,  KS  (jide  WRS, /ide  LM).  Good  num- 
bers of  Black  Scoters  included  6 in  Lancaster, 
NE  18  Nov  OQJ)  and  5 in  Tulsa,  OK  17  Nov 
QWA);  3 others  were  in  Nebraska  27  Oct-9 
Nov  (RD,  JGJ).  Eight  Long-tailed  Ducks  were 
recorded  in  the  Region  beginning  13  Nov 
{fideWRS,Jtde  LMJW  et  al). 

Red-throated  and  Pacific  Loons  are  irregu- 
lar away  from  ne.  Oklahoma;  Red-throateds 
included  singles  in  Clay,  NE  4 Nov  (PD), 
Pierce,  NE  5 Nov  (MB),  and  Reno,  KS  10  Nov 
(PJ),  while  2 Pacifies  were  in  Reno,  KS  11  Nov 
(PJ)  and  a single  in  McCurtain,  OK  18  Nov 
(DA  et  al.).  More  often  reported  in  recent 
years,  single  Red-necked  Grebes  were  in  Mor- 
ton, KS  27  Aug  (L&RS),  Grant,  KS  20  Sep 
(KH,  SG),  and  Lancaster,  NE  15-18  Nov  QGJ, 
LE).  Western  Grebes  stage  in  large  numbers 
in  fall  in  w.  Nebraska;  1400  were  in  Lincoln  by 
26  Aug  (SJD),  and  12,000  were  at  Mc- 
Conaughy  14  Sep  (SJD,  JGi),  where  “thou- 
sands” were  still  present  in  mid-Nov  (RE). 
Away  from  Nebraska,  only  a single  Western 
Grebe  in  Payne,  OK  24-27  Nov  (MDr,  NP) 
was  noted.  Eor  the  rarer  Clark’s  Grebes,  9 
were  at  Sandhills  sites  in  w.  Nebraska  11 
Aug-8  Sep  (SJD,  TJW),  where  breeding  may 
occur,  with  one  in  Barton,  KS  22  Sep  (SS). 

The  5000  American  White  Pelicans  in 
Reno,  KS  10  Nov  (PJ)  must  have  been  im- 
pressive but  still  more  so  the  40,000  at  Salt 
Plains  16-28  Sep  QWA,  SM).  The  nesting 
Neotropic  Cormorants  at  Cheyenne  Bottoms, 
Barton,  KS  had  12  chicks  in  three  nests  in 
mid-Aug  (RG);  elsewhere,  3 were  in  Coffey, 
KS  16  Sep  (MG,  AM,  TS),  up  to  2 at  Hack- 
berry  16  Aug  (JAG)  and  1 Sep  (EBe),  and  one 
at  Red  Slough  22  Aug  (DA).  Another  impres- 
sive aggregation  was  the  10,000  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  in  Reno,  KS  10  Nov  (PJ). 
At  Red  Slough,  13  Anhingas  were  present  as 
late  as  23  Oct,  with  3 lingering  until  5 Nov 
(BH,  DA  et  ah).  Hurricane  Dean  brought 
frigatebirds  to  Kansas  and  Nebraska:  a clear- 
ly identified  Magnificent  Frigatebird  was  in 
Riley,  KS  9 Sep  (BM),  the  state’s  5th,  while 
unidentified  frigatebirds  were  in  Madison,  NE 
28  Aug  (TG,  BT,  ph.;  a first  of  the  genus  for 


the  state)  and  in  Knox,  NE  7-8  Sep  (MB, 
D&CN);  a report  of  an  “all-dark  bird  with  a 
forked  tail”  at  the  latter  locale  8 Sep  (MG) 
was  possibly  the  same  bird. 

A laggard  American  Bittern  was  in  Clay,  NE 
11  Nov  (PD);  as  many  as  5 were  at  Red  Slough 
1-2  Aug  (DA,  MD  et  al),  summering  birds. 
Single  Least  Bitterns  in  Seward,  NE  4 & 11 
Aug  OGJ)  2nd  2t  Hackberry  11-12  Aug  (EBe, 
MH,  MP  et  al.)  were  rarities  at  those  locations. 
The  last  Snowy  Egret  was  at  Quivira  3 Nov 
(MR).  An  amazing  3000  Little  Blue  Herons 
were  at  Red  Slough  1 Aug  (DA,  MD);  rare  at 
the  other  end  of  the  Region,  2 Little  Blues 
were  in  Clay,  NE  7 Aug  (PD,  CW)  and  Phelps, 
NE  26-31  Aug  (KS,  JGJ).  A Little  Blue  lingered 
at  Red  Slough  through  20  Nov  (DA),  and  up 
to  10  Tricolored  Herons  were  at  Red  Slough, 
with  3 lingering  through  17  Oct  (DA  et  al.). 
Away  from  se.  Oklahoma,  Tricoloreds  were 
noted  at  Salt  Plains  28  Sep  QWA,  SM)  and  in 
Cleveland,  OK  13  Oct  (RGu).  A staggering 
35,000  Cattle  Egrets  were  estimated  at  Red 
Slough  1 & 14  Aug  (DA,  MD);  12,000  were 
still  there  17  Oct  (DA).  Tardy  night-herons  in- 
cluded 5 Black-crowneds  at  Red  Slough  20 
Nov  (DA)  and  a Yellow-crowned  in  Oklahoma, 
OK  17  Oct  (TR).  Red  Slough  hosted  an  im- 
pressive 1330  White  Ibis  14  Aug  (DA),  dwin- 
dling to  150  by  27  Nov  (DA).  Extralimital 
were  single  White  Ibis  at  Hackberry  12  Aug 
(MP)  and,  rather  late,  in  John- 
ston, OK  20  Oct  (DW).  The 
only  Glossy  Ibis  was  one  in 
Tulsa,  OK  8 Sep  QWA). 

Roseate  Spoonbills  were  at 
Red  Slough  as  expected  but 
stayed  a bit  late  through  4 
Oct;  the  peak  count  was  6 on 
22  Aug  (DA).  Exceptional 
were  the  2 Roseate  Spoonbills 
at  Hackberry  on  a late  date  of 
5 Oct  (KSc).  Wood  Stork,  an- 
other Red  Slough  specialty, 
was  present  through  26  Sep 
(7),  with  a peak  count  22  on 
18  Sep  (DA,  BH). 

An  Osprey  was  in  Douglas, 

KS  6 Aug  (GPa).  Quite  excep- 
tional was  a Swallow-tailed 
Kite  in  Tulsa,  OK  26-28  Aug 
(JrdeJKn).  The  only  report  of 
Northern  Goshawk  was  of  an  imm.  in  Knox, 
NE  24  Nov  (MB).  Rare  westward,  a juv. 
Broad-winged  Hawk  was  at  McConaughy  14 
Sep  (SJD,  JGi),  and  another  was  in  Kimball, 
NE  15  Sep  (SJD,  JGi).  “Thousands”  of  Swain- 
son’s  Hawks  were  in  a Rock  field  29  Sep  (CH). 
Encouraging  were  the  35  active  Eerruginous 
Hawk  nests,  with  a total  of  at  least  69  chicks, 
in  the  Nebraska  Panhandle  this  summer; 


most  were  in  Kimball  and  in  the  Niobrara  Riv- 
er Valley  (BB).  An  imm.  Ferruginous  wan- 
dered eastward  to  Douglas,  NE  19  Oct  (CH). 
A Rough-legged  Hawk  in  Kay,  OK  28  Sep 
OWA)  was  early.  Easterly  Golden  Eagles  were 
at  Red  Slough  27  Nov  (BH,  DA),  in  Marshall, 
KS  27  Nov  (T&LP),  and  in  Johnson,  KS  29 
Oct  (CHo).  A Regional  rarity,  a Crested 
Caracara  was  at  Red  Slough  16-19  Oct  (DA  et 
al) . Merlin  reports  continue  to  come  from  ur- 
banized areas,  and  good  numbers  of  Peregrine 
Falcons  were  reported  8 Aug-13  Nov,  the  lat- 
est one  at  Red  Slough  (DA). 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Yellow  Rails,  probably  regular  migrants  but 
difficult  to  find  in  the  Region,  included  one 
in  Sedgwick,  KS  11  Sep  (BG)  and  up  to  3 at 
Red  Slough  18  Oct-27  Nov  (DA,  m.ob.). 
Rails  seemed  to  respond  to  the  rains  of  sum- 
mer. About  20  King  Rails  were  reported,  all  in 
Oklahoma,  including  one  westerly  in  Texas 
21  Sep  (VF,  JAG)  and  7 at  Hackberry  16  Aug 
OAG);  Red  Slough  hosted  up  to  4,  with  the 
latest  detected  20  Nov  (DA).  A Virginia  Rail 
in  York,  NE  25  Aug  OQJ)  3 at  Quivira  19 
Aug  (PJ,  KG)  may  have  summered  but  could 
also  have  been  early  migrants;  7 were  noted 
in  Texas,  OK  21  Sep  (VF).  One  of  few  breed- 
ing records  for  Sora  in  s.  Nebraska  was  of  a 
pair  with  a juv.  in  Phelps  9 Sep  (LR,  RH). 


Good  numbers  of  Soras  were  found  this  sea- 
son, including  42  in  the  e.  Rainwater  Basin 
25  Aug  QGJ)  and  10  at  Hackberry  16  Aug 
(JAG).  A Sora  in  Cimarron,  OK  22  Sep  (VF) 
was  unexpected  so  far  west.  Purple  Gallinule 
is  another  Red  Slough  specialty;  up  to  5 were 
there  1-22  Aug  (DA,  MD).  Common 
Moorhen  is  rare  in  most  of  the  Region,  espe- 
cially in  the  n.  portions;  rarer  finds  were  3 at 


While  juvenile  Sabine's  Gulls  are  becoming  more  routine  in  the  Southern  Great 
Plains,  it  is  not  often  that  an  adult  appears  in  the  Region;  this  one  turned  up  at 
the  Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Oklahoma  17  September  2007. 
Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 


102 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


SOUTHERN  GREAT  PLAINS 


How  lucky  can  you  get?  The  photographer  just  happened  to  have  camera  in  hand  as  Oka- 
homa's  first  Long-tailed  Jaeger  flew  by  at  the  Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge  28  Sep- 
tember 2007.  Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 


Quivira  19  Aug  (PJ,  KG)  and  one  in  Grant, 
KS  20  Sep  (KH,  SG).  The  21,000  American 
Coots  at  Hackberry  6 Oct  (VF)  must  have 
been  a sight.  The  Sandhill  Crane  pair  in  Mor- 
rill,  NE  raised  a single  colt  that  was  flying  by 

1 Aug  (D&RK,  fide  KD).  As  the  Whooping 
Crane  population  increases,  sightings  of  larg- 
er flocks — such  as  the  amazing  30-35  at 
Valentine  N.W.R.,  Cherry,  NE  20  Oct  (fide 
MTa) — are  also  increasing.  At  least  52  other 
Whoopings  were  noted  in  the  Region  this  fall 
(fide  MTa,  fide  LM,  fide  AW). 

Thirty  Black-belled  Plovers  were  at  Quivira 
25  Aug  (SS).  A Snowy  Plover  in  Hamilton,  NE 

4 Aug  represented  the  first  fall  record  for  the 
Rainwater  Basin  OGJ)-  Two  Piping  Plovers 
were  detected  at  Salt  Plains  26  Aug  (G&MK). 
Recent  years  have  yielded  excellent  counts  of 
Mountain  Plover  nests  in  the  Nebraska  Pan- 
handle; in  2007,  112  nests  were  found, 
marked,  and  monitored  in  Kimball,  Cheyenne, 
and  Banner,  and  an  excellent  85%  were  suc- 
cessful (BB).  Several  Black-necked  Stilts  wan- 
dered eastward  in  Oklahoma,  including  singles 
in  Washington  4 Sep  (MP)  and  up  to  5 at  Red 
Slough  7 Aug-4  Sep  (DA).  The  highest  counts 
of  stilts  were  at  Hackberry,  including  174  on 
the  rather  late  date  of  7 Oct  (VF).  The  30 
American  Avocets  at  Quivira  10  Nov  (PJ)  were 
late  but  not  unexpectedly  so  for  recent  years. 

Tardy  were  14  Willets  at  Salt  Plains  17  Sep 
QWA,  SM)  and  one  in  Tulsa,  OK  23  Sep 
(TMi).  A Whimbrel,  still  a rare  sight  in  fall, 
was  in  Barton,  KS  22  Sep  (SS).  Long-billed 
Curlews  eastward  included  singles  in  Reno,  KS 

5 Aug  (RW),  Johnston,  OK  2 Sep  GAG),  and 
Sequoyah,  OK  9 Sep  (SB),  with  2 at  Red  Slough 
16  Aug  (D&NJ,  MJu);  belated  was  one  6 Oct 
at  Hackberry  (VF).  A rare  fall  migrant  in  the 
Region,  Ruddy  Turnstones  were  at  Hackberry 
12  Aug  (MP  et  al),  Johnston,  OK  2 Sep  GAG), 
and  Platte,  NE  10-16  Sep  (SJD,  WF,  LE),  with 

2 in  Hamilton,  NE  14  Sep  (RE).  Red  Knot  re- 
ports included  a juv.  in  Alfalfa,  OK  26  Aug 
(G&MK),  an  ad.  at  McConaughy  14  Sep  (SJD, 
JGi),  3 juvs.  at  Salt  Plains  17  Sep  QWA,  SM), 
and  a juv.  in  Loup,  NE  23  Sep  (WRS).  Among 
excellent  tallies  were  the  179  Sanderlings  at 
McConaughy  14  Sep  (SJD,  JGi)  and  counts  of 
2000  Semipalmated,  500  Western,  and  4000 
Least  Sandpipers  at  the  Salt  Plains  17  Sep 
GWA,  SM).  A late  group  of  peeps  5 Nov  in 
Phelps,  NE  included  3 Baird’s  and  6 Pectoral 
Sandpipers  (PD).  Top  counts  of  Stilt  Sand- 
piper were  396  at  McConaughy  14  Sep  (SJD, 
JGi)  and  250  at  a Wagoner,  OK  sod  farm  25 
Aug  GWA,  JT).  A single  Stilt  Sandpiper  in 
Adams,  NE  5 Nov  (PD)  was  record  late  for  Ne- 
braska. Sod  farms  provide  great  fall  habitat  for 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers;  the  aforementioned 
sites  in  Wagoner  and  Tulsa,  OK  hosted  totals  of 


530  and  460,  respective- 
ly, 25  Aug  GWA,  JT), 
and  147  were  counted  in 
Sumner,  KS  12  Aug  (GY, 

MT).  About  20  Short- 
billed Dowitchers  were 
reported  beginning  11 
Aug,  including  7 in 
Oklahoma,  where  con- 
sidered rare  (fide  JWA); 
singles  were  at  Red 
Slough  as  late  as  2 Oct 
(DA)  and  in  Platte,  NE 
22  Sep  (PD),  record  late 
date  for  the  state.  Red- 
necked Phalarope 
showed  well  this  fall, 
with  29  at  McConaughy 
14  Sep  (SJD,  JGi);  Oklahoma  tallied  at  least 
48,  with  9 in  Texas  8 Sep  GAG)  and  23  at  Salt 
Plains  28  Sep  GWA,  SM).  Three  Red-neckeds 
were  at  Quivira  as  late  as  3 Nov  (MR).  Much 
more  surprising  were  the  3 Red  Phalaropes  at 
the  Salt  Plains  17  Sep  and  one  there  28  Sep 
GWA,  SM),  with  another  in  Sheridan,  NE  15 
Sep  (SJD,  JGi). 

A Long-tailed  Jaeger  at  Salt  Plains  28  Sep 
GWA,  SM)  was  Oklahoma’s  hrst.  The  only  oth- 
er jaeger  reported  was  a probable  Pomarine  at 
McConaughy  24  Aug  (SJD).  Laughing  Gull  has 
become  a regular  migrant  through  the  Region 
in  small  numbers;  at  least  9 were  reported  27 
Aug-3  Oct  in  all  three  states  (fide  WRS,  fide 


LM,  fide  JAG).  The  largest  reported  estimate  of 
Franklin’s  Gulls  this  fall  was  100,000  in  Knox, 
NE  12  Sep  (MB);  one  lingered  in  Platte,  NE  un- 
til 22  Nov  (TJW).  Two  gull  species  that  are  of 
barely  annual  occurrence  in  the  Region  were 
each  reported  once:  a Little  Gull  in  Tulsa,  OK 
18-20  Sep  GL,  TCu)  and  an  ad.  Mew  Gull  in 
Wabaunsie,  KS  12  Nov  (DLS).  California  Gulls 
were  al  McConaughy  in  record-high  numbers, 
with  151  counted  24  Aug  (SJD);  Kansas  had 
single  ads.  in  Sumner  19  Aug  (MT,  GY)  and 
Barton  22  Sep  (SS),  plus  a first-cycle  bird  in  Ri- 


ley 21  Oct  (LJ).  Thayer’s  Gull  was  reported 
only  from  McConaughy  14  Nov  (RE).  Like 
Laughing  Gull,  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  has 
become  a regular  migrant  through  the  Region; 
at  least  5 were  reported  in  Nebraska  and 
Kansas  25  Aug-13  Nov  (fide  WRS,  fide  LM). 
Glaucous  Gull,  a species  that  normally  arrives 
too  late  for  the  fall-season  report,  was  observed 
in  Ogallala,  NE  30  Nov  GCJ).  Still  of  less-than- 
annual  occurrence  in  the  Region,  an  ad.  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  was  at  McConaughy  14  Sep 
(SJD,  JGi).  The  usual  push  of  juv.  Sabine’s 
Gulls  was  reported  2 Sep-30  Oct,  a total  of 
about  30  in  all;  in  addition,  a very  late  bird  was 
at  Quivira  30  Nov  (D&FV).  Ad.  Sabine’s  Gulls 
are  scarce  in  the  Region;  singles  were  in 
Harlan,  NE  8 &16  Oct  (KS,  G&WH),  at 
Salt  Plains  16  Sep  GWA,  SM),  and  in 
Tulsa,  OK  7 Oct  (SM,JHo). 

Successful  efforts  in  assisting  breed- 
ing success  of  Least  Terns  were  report- 
ed from  Nebraska  and  Kansas;  at  Mc- 
Conaughy, 29  monitored  nests  fledged 
29  chicks,  the  highest  number  of  nests 
to  date  (GW,  MP),  and  in  Kansas, 
chicks  were  re-located  to  higher 
ground  to  avoid  flooding  on  the 
Kansas  R.  (fide  LM).  Some  15  Com- 
mon Terns  were  reported  14  Aug-26 
Oct,  the  latter  a single  in  Lancaster,  NE 
GGJ),  the  2nd  latest  on  record  for  Ne- 
braska. Black  Terns  were  numerous  in  ne. 
Oklahoma,  with  1400  in  Tulsa  and  900  in 
Wagoner,  both  25  Aug  GWA,  JT).  Very  excit- 
ing for  birders  was  a Royal  Tern,  the  first  for 
Nebraska,  in  Platte  8-10  Sep;  it  was  found 
and  photographed  8 Sep  (D&JP)  but  was  se- 
riously emaciated  and  found  dead  10  Sep 
(SJD);  it  is  now  a specimen  in  the  state  mu- 
seum GGJ)- 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

White-winged  Dove  is  becoming  more  nu- 


This  Royal  Tern  in  Platte  County,  Nebraska  8 September  2007  furnished 
a first  state  record.  Photograph  by  Don  andJanis  Paseka. 
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This  Swallow-tailed  Kite  in  suburban  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  29 
August  2007  was  one  of  only  a handful  for  the  Southern 
Great  Plains.  Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 

merous  in  the  n.  and  w.  portions  of  the  Re- 
gion, with  three  reports  in  Nebraska  this  sea- 
son and  larger  local  groups  now  in  some 
Kansas  towns  such  as  Garden  City,  where  101 
were  counted  21  Nov  (T&SS).  Inca  Doves, 
now  established  in  some  cen.  and  sw.  Okla- 
homa towns,  are  more  commonly  reported  in 
e.  Oklahoma  {fide  JAG),  Common  Ground- 
Dove,  in  contrast,  has  remained  an  accidental 
fall  visitor  in  the  Region;  one  was  at  Red 
Slough  26-28  Nov  (DA,  BH).  Westerly  were  a 
female  Ruby-throated  at  a Scotts  Bluff,  NE 
feeder  29-30  Aug  (KD)  and  one  in  Keith,  NE 
26  Aug  (CWH).  Two  Black-chinned  Hum- 
mingbirds were  a bit  late  in  Comanche,  OK  29 
Sep  (VF).  Sightings  of  single  Calliope  Hum- 
mingbirds at  a Scotts  Bluff,  NE  feeder  4 Aug-1 
Oct  involved  at  least  4 different  birds  (KD). 
Five  Calliopes  were  reported  in  w.  Kansas, 
with  one  e,  to  Ellsworth  in  cen.  Kansas  16  Sep 
(MR,  DK,  T&SS,  TM).  There  were  five  reports 
of  Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds  in  Nebraska 
and  Kansas,  4 of  these  in  w.  areas  9 Aug-23 
Sep  (MS,  TM,  T&SS,  KD),  the  other  excep- 
tionally e.  to  Bellevue,  NE  late  Sep-7  Nov 
(ADo;  ph.  L&BP;  ph.  RGr).  A total  of  14  Ru- 
fous Hummingbirds  was  reported  from  all 
three  states  1 Aug-28  Oct  (fide  WRS,  fide  LM, 
fide  ]WA).  A male  Red-naped  Sapsucker  was 
in  Kimball,  NE  15  Sep  (SJD,  JGi). 

Difficult  to  identify  in  fall,  an  Alder  Fly- 
catcher was  singing  in  Sarpy,  NE  10  Aug 
(L&BP).  Of  note  were  2 Hammonds  Fly- 
catchers in  Kimball,  NE  1 Sep  (JGJ)  and  an- 
other there  15  Sep  (SJD,  JGi).  Nebraska’s  5th 
Gray  Flycatcher  was  a well-described  bird  in 
Sioux  27  Aug  (HKH),  Like  Hammond’s, 
Dusky  Flycatchers  are  rare  fall  migrants  in  w. 
Nebraska;  2-4  were  reported  in  Kimball  8-15 
Sep  (AB,  JR,  SJD,  JGi).  Migrant  Cordilleran 
Flycatchers  are  not  often  reported,  but  singles 
were  found  this  fall  in  Sioux,  NE  18  (KD),  27 


(HKH),  & 29  Aug  (KD).  Easterly  Say’s 
Phoebes  were  in  Polk,  NE  16  Sep  (LR,  RH), 
Roger  Mills,  OK  20  Sep  (’VF),  and  Merrick,  NE 
22  Sep  (LR,  RH).  At  least  one  of  the  Cimarron, 
OK  Vermilion  Flycatchers  remained  until  10 
Sep  (G&MK).  Tardy  Western  Kingbirds  were 
in  Sequoyah,  OK  29  Sep  (SB)  and  Canadian, 
OK  14  Oct  (JAG).  Cherry,  NE  was  hopping 
with  Eastern  Kingbirds  1 Sep,  when  500-(- 
were  tallied  (CNK). 

Northern  Shrikes  penetrated  southward  to 
Pawnee,  KS  (SS)  and  Comanche,  OK,  both  26 
Oct  (PV).  Among  lingering  vireos  were  a 
White-eyed  Vireo  in  LeFlore,  OK  10  Oct 
(BLa),  a Bell’s  in  Nemaha,  NE  1 Oct  (TL),  a 
Yellow-throated  in  Dixon,  NE  25  Sep  (L&BP), 
and  a Plumbeous  in  Dawes,  NE  12  Sep  QR)- 
Plumbeous  Vireos  in  Cimarron,  OK  6-7  Sep 
OAG  et  al.)  were  notable  there.  Cassin’s  Vire- 
os this  season  included  singles  in  Sheridan, 
NE  1 Sep  (MB,  DS),  McPherson,  NE  1 Sep 
(MB,  DS),  Logan,  KS  3 Sep  (PJ,  CG,  KG,  AM), 
and  Cimarron,  OK  8 QAG)  & 10  Sep 
(G&MK).  A total  of  6 Philadelphia  Vireos  was 
reported  in  Nebraska  and  Oklahoma  11 
Aug-9  Sep  (fide  WRS,  TMi).  Clark’s  Nut- 
crackers may  appear  in  odd  locations  at  un- 
predictable times;  one  was  photographed  in 
Antelope,  NE  9 Sep  (GF,  fide  KP).  There  have 
been  a few  sightings  of  Common  Raven  in  ex- 
treme sw.  Kansas  recently;  2 were  in  Morton 
20  Oct  (SS,  TC),  and  2 were  in  Cherry  29  Sep 
(CNK  et  al.). 

The  huge  Purple  Martin  roost  in  Wi- 
chita, KS  contained  15,000+  on  4 Aug 
(PJ).  A Barn  Swallow  at  Red  Slough  27 
Nov  (DA)  was  late.  A few  Mountain 
Chickadees  reached  the  w.  edge  of  the 
Region;  singles  were  in  Garden,  NE  30 
Sep  (LH)  and  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  24 
Oct-30  Nov  (AD),  2 were  in  Morton, 

KS  20  Oct  (SS,  TC),  and  3 were  in 
Cimarron,  OK  22  Sep  (VF).  It  was  an 
outstanding  year  for  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches;  they  were  conspicuous  by 
mid-  and  late  Aug  in  Nebraska  and 
Kansas  (fide  WRS,  fide  LM)  and 
reached  Carter  in  s.  Oklahoma  4 Sep 
(BF).  Both  subspecies  of  White-breast- 
ed Nuthatch  were  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  16 
Sep,  identified  by  calls  (SJD,  JGi);  both  sub- 
species wander  from  the  breeding  range  in 
fall  at  about  this  time.  A real  “zootie”  for 
Oklahoma,  2 Pygmy  Nuthatches  made  it  to 
Texas,  OK  30  Nov  QMc,  MDr).  Rock  Wrens 
moving  eastward  were  in  Tulsa  9 & 31  Oct 
(FS)  and  Canadian,  OK  2 & 4 Nov  QW,  MF). 
The  well-known  late-summer  influx  of  po- 
tentially breeding  Sedge  Wrens  in  Nebraska 
may  also  be  a phenomenon  seen  in  Marsh 
Wren;  6 (of  the  eastern  song-type)  were 


singing  vigorously  in  York  4 Aug  OGJ)-  Con- 
firmation of  breeding  by  such  birds  was  pro- 
vided by  the  presence  of  a newly  fledged 
young  bird  with  an  agitated  ad.  in  Saunders 
22  Sep  (WRS,  JGJ,  SR). 

Knowledge  of  thrush  flight-calls  allowed 
identification  of  two  autumn  rarities  in  Dou- 
glas, NE  25  Sep:  a record-late  Veery  and  a 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  QK)-  Swainson’s 
Thrushes,  rare  in  fall,  were  in  Tulsa  16  Sep  (2 
birds;  BC),  Cimarron,  OK  8 QAG)  & 10  Sep 
(G&MK),  and  Morton,  KS  20  Oct  (SS,  TC).  A 
tardy  Wood  Thrush  was  in  Tulsa,  OK  7 Oct 
(BC).  A Varied  Thrush  appeared  in  Sioux,  NE 
26  Oct  (HKH)  for  the  3rd  year  in  a row.  Late 
Gray  Catbirds  were  in  Madison,  NE  16  Nov 
(RS)  and  Pawnee,  KS  10  Nov  (SS).  The  Curve- 
billed Thrasher  in  Sioux,  NE  (LF)  was  in  its 
5th  year  of  residence  there  and  7th  year  of 
life.  Up  to  4 Curve-billeds  wandered  to  Mor- 
ton, KS  1 Sep  (PJ,  CG,  KG,  AM).  Regular,  but 
less  often  recorded,  some  30  Sprague’s  Pipit 
were  noted  in  Lancaster,  NE  3-23  Oct  (KP,  EB, 
LE),  and  numbers  were  also  noted  in  Pawnee, 
KS  11  Oct  (SS). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  only  Blue-winged  Warbler  reported  was 
in  Dixon,  NE  1 Sep  QJ)-  Nebraska’s  2nd 
Brewster’s  Warbler  was  in  Sarpy  6 Sep  QR)- 
Rare  in  the  Region,  Golden-winged  Warblers 
were  in  Washington,  OK  27  Aug  (MP)  and 


Johnson,  KS  16  Sep  (ML),  and  also  in  Sarpy, 
NE  23  Aug  (L&BP),  29  Aug  QR),  and  11  Sep 
(L&BP).  Only  2 Chestnut-sided  Warblers 
were  reported:  one  in  Sarpy,  NE  18-28  Aug 
(L&BP)  and  one  in  Tulsa,  OK  16  Sep  (BC).  A 
Magnolia  Warbler,  a species  rare  in  fall  in 
Oklahoma,  was  in  Tulsa  30  Sep  (BC).  Three 
Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  reported  in- 
cluded 2 in  Kimball,  NE  15  Sep  (SJD,  JGi) 
and  one  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  20  Sep  (AD),  all 
w.  locations.  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  ar- 


With  fewer  than  ten  records  for  Oklahoma,  it  was  red-letter  day  to 
find  three  Red  Phalaropes,  including  this  one  photographed  at  the 
Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Oklahoma  1 7 September  2007. 

Photograph  by  James  W.  Arterburn. 
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rived  early  in  Oklahoma,  with  6-8  in  Cimar- 
ron 8 Sep  (JAG)  and  one  in  Sequoyah  19  Sep 
(]H).  Rare  migrants  along  the  w.  edge  of  the 
Region,  Black-throated  Gray  Warblers  were 
in  Kimball,  NE  (AB)  and  Decatur,  KS  (BS), 
both  8 Sep.  Black-throated  Green  Warbler  re- 
ports included  one  in  Tillman  22-23  Sep 
(L&MT),  2 in  Loup,  NE  23  Sep  (WRS),  2 in 
Comanche  29  Sep  (VF),  and  one  in  Kiowa, 
OK  14  Oct  (DKs).  Also  regular  but  rare  were 
8 Townsend’s  Warblers  reported  from  all 
three  states  27  Aug-12  Oct,  4 of  these  in  Ne- 
braska (fide  WRS,  fide  LM,  fide  JWA).  Eight 
Blackburnian  Warblers  were  in  Nebraska,  in- 
cluding one  in  Scotts  Bluff  27  Aug  (KD),  a 
rarity  that  far  west.  Rare  in  fall,  a Palm  War- 
bler was  in  Wagoner,  OK  10  Oct  (G&MK). 
The  few  Bay-breasted  Warblers  noted  were 
in  Sarpy,  NE  26  Aug-7  Sep  (L&BP)  and 
Johnson,  KS  8 Sep  (PJ).  Not  often  reported  in 
fall,  a Cerulean  Warbler  was  in  Washington, 
OK  25  Aug  (MDr).  A tardy  Prothonotary 
Warbler  was  in  Tulsa  26  Sep  QWA).  A 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  was  photographed  in 
Dodge,  NE  8 Sep  OMu),  the  easternmost  to 
date  for  Nebraska.  Hooded  Warbler  has  a 
tendency  to  wander  westward;  singles  were 
in  Sioux,  NE  27  Aug  (HKH),  Sedgwick,  KS  8 
Sep  (PJ),  and  Comanche,  OK  29  Sep  (VF). 
Early  arriving  Wilson’s  Warblers  were  in 
Washington,  NE  5 Aug  (RM)  and  Kimball,  NE 
11  Aug  (SJD);  52  were  in  Kimball  1 Sep 
(SJD).  A late  Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  in 
Cimarron  22  Sep  (VF). 

An  apparent  male  Eastern  Towhee  in  Nuck- 
olls, NE  8 Aug  alternately  sang  “perfect” 
songs  of  both  Spotted  and  Eastern  Towhee 
(LR,  RH),  typical  of  birds  in  the  hybrid  zone. 
A Cassin’s  Sparrow  in  Cimarron,  OK  1 Sep 
0AG)  was  among  few  fall  records.  A Lark 
Bunting  in  Roger  Mills,  OK  22  Oct  (VF)  was  a 
bit  early,  as  was  a Savannah  Sparrow  in  Cimar- 
ron, OK  8 Sep  QAG).  Late  in  two  senses  was 
the  window-killed  Grasshopper  Sparrow  in 
Seward,  NE  28  Oct  OG).  A Henslow’s  Sparrow 
tarried  in  Lancaster,  NE  20  Oct  (EB),  while  3 
were  at  Red  Slough  4 Nov  (DA).  Rather  late, 
31  Henslow’s  were  still  singing  at  a 160-acre 
prairie  in  Pawnee,  NE  19  Aug;  an  ad.  was  also 
noted  carrying  food  (WRS).  Usually  tough 
finds,  36  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  were 
at  Jack  Sinn  W.M.A.,  Saunders,  NE  16  Sep 
(SJD,  JGJ,  JGi);  20  were  there  22  Sep  (WRS, 
JGJ,  SR);  one  was  tardy  in  Knox,  NE  3 Nov 
(MB),  while  3 were  in  Sequoyah,  OK  23  Sep 
(G&MK).  The  7 White-throated  Sparrows  at 
McConaughy  14  Sep  (SJD,  JGi)  were  early, 
while  3 Harris’s  Sparrows  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE 
11-12  Nov  were  relative  rarities  there  (ECT, 
KD).  Arriving  early  was  an  Oregon  Junco  in 
Dawes,  NE  12  Sep  QR)-  Reaching  the  s.  end  of 


This  very  tame  Snow  Bunting  at  Red  Slough  Wildlife  Man- 
agement Area,  Oklahoma  attracted,  and  was  photographed 
by,  many  birders,  including  here  8 November  2007.  Photo- 
graph by  Berlin  Heck. 

the  Region,  and  rare  anywhere  in  Oklahoma, 
a Snow  Bunting  graced  Red  Slough  4-10  Nov 
(DA,  BH,  m.ob.). 

A Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  westerly  in 
Comanche,  OK  30  Sep  (K&SM).  Rather  late 
were  Dickcissel  nests  in  Clay,  NE — one  with 
nestlings  4 Aug,  the  other  with  five  eggs  18 
Aug,  the  latter  abandoned  by  25  Aug  QGJ).  A 
Dickcissel  in  Lancaster,  NE  25  Oct  (LE)  was 
tardy.  Also  late  were  Orchard  Orioles  in 
Muskogee,  OK  26  Sep  OMc)  and  Nemaha,  NE 
1 Oct  (TL).  Purple  Finches  staged  a signifi- 
cant incursion  the  Region  this  season,  with 
penetration  westward  to  the  Nebraska  Pan- 
handle, where  the  species  is  usually  rare. 
Thirty  were  in  Knox,  NE  8 Nov  (MB).  A fe- 
male Cassin’s  Finch  was  banded  and  pho- 
tographed in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  1 Oct  (DR),  the 
2nd  earliest  on  record.  A few  more  Red  Cross- 
bills than  usual  were  reported  in  Nebraska 
and  Kansas,  as  far  e.  as  the  e.  edge  of  the  Re- 
gion, but  numbers  were  small,  no  higher  than 
the  50  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  30  Aug,  about  50% 
of  which  were  juvs.  (KD).  The  only  Common 
Redpolls  reported  were  2 in  Sarpy,  NE  13  Nov 
(KJ).  Along  with  Purple  Finch,  Pine  Siskins 
were  ubiquitous  this  fall.  Early  arriving 
siskins  included  singles  at  McConaughy  8 
Aug  (SJD)  and  Kimball,  NE  11  Aug  (SJD),  2 in 
Pawnee,  KS  27  Aug  (SS),  3 in  Cimairon,  OK  8 
Sep  GAG),  and  one  in  Comanche,  OK  9 Sep 
(K&SM).  Sightings  of  at  least  16  Lesser 
Goldfinches  in  the  Region  included  an  ad. 
male  black-backed  bird  with  a probable  fe- 
male and  a vigorously  begging  juv.  that  ap- 
peared in  Morrill,  NE  1 Sep  QGJ).  The  8 
Lessers  in  Morton,  KS  20  Oct  (SS,  TC)  was  a 
good  count,  and  singles  were  e.  to  Cleveland, 
OK  15  Oct  OKi)  and  Cowley,  KS  25  Aug 


(MT).  Rarely  reported  in  recent  years,  an 
Evening  Grosbeak  in  Riley,  KS  20  Oct  (BMa) 
was  quite  unexpected. 
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After  a summer  of  above-average  pre- 
cipitation, the  fall  was  generally  dry, 
with  seasonable  temperatures.  The 
Trans-Pecos  monsoonal  rains  continued 
through  September  with  very  good  totals  in 
many  areas,  including  21.5  cm  recorded  at  the 
Chisos  Basin  in  Big  Bend  National  Park.  The 
high  precipitation  of  the  summer  also  left 
most  regions  with  high  water  levels  in  lakes 
and  reservoirs,  which  was  a double-edged 
sword,  as  shorebird  habitat  was  hard  to  come 
by  in  many  areas.  In  general,  woodland  and 
scrub  habitats  were  in  good-to-excellent  con- 
dition, providing  abundant  cover  for  mi- 
grants. The  combination  of  stable  air  masses, 
few  cold  fronts,  and  quality  stopover  habitats 
made  for  good  conditions,  and  birds  were  not 
concentrated  in  riparian  corridors  or  other 
specialty  habitats,  as  is  often  the  case  in  fall  in 
Texas.  David  Wolf  commented  that  “this  was 
the  dullest  fall  migration  in  years.  The  weath- 
er was  too  nice — without  storm  and  frontal 
activity,  we  just  don't  get  many  birds!” 

Wintering  species  were  very  late  in  arriving 
and  found  in  low  numbers.  This  trend  was 
noted  across  the  state  with  a few  prominent 
exceptions.  Key  among  them  was  an  excep- 
tional influx  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  that 
rivaled  any  such  invasion  by  this  species  in 
memory.  Other  species  that  made  solid  appear- 
ances this  fall  included  Purple  Finches  in  the 
eastern  half  of  the  state.  White-breasted  Nut- 
hatches in  the  Panhandle  and  South  Plains, 
and  a variety  of  montane  species  in  El  Paso,  in- 
cluding Steller’s  Jay,  Western  Scrub-jay,  Moun- 
tain Chickadee,  western  White-breasted  Nut- 
hatch, Cassin’s  Finch,  and  Red  Crossbill. 

The  Davis  Mountains  and  Big  Bend  region 
produced  amazing  rarities  one  after  another 
this  season.  The  bird  of  the  season,  and  of 
many  a year,  was  the  state’s  first  Fan-tailed 


Warbler,  found  in  Big  Bend’s  Pine  Canyon. 
Warbler  seekers  also  discovered  one,  and  then 
two.  Northern  Pygmy-Owls  in  the  canyon. 
Quite  astounding,  the  Region’s  rare  humming- 
birds included  a stunning  15  White-eareds, 
the  first  Berylline  in  the  state  since  2000,  two 
"Violet-crowneds,  and  a single  Costa’s. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
CORMORANTS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  continue  to  do 
well  in  n.-cen.  Texas,  with  multiple  reports, 
including  a high  of  99  in  Tarrant  21  Nov  (JSi). 
A pair  with  6 ducklings  in  Lampasas  8 Sep 
(DDC,  DeL,  RLi)  provided  a first  breeding 
record  for  the  county,  while  a single  bird  in 
Angelina  5 Oct  (RT)  was  the  latest  in  the  sea- 
son for  that  area.  A Black  Brant  discovered  in 
Andrews,  Andrews  3 Nov  lingered  there  until 
its  demise  13  Nov  (*,  tEBr,  m.ob.).  The  cause 
of  death  was  later  determined  to  be  starva- 
tion, likely  related  to  the  bird’s  broken  bill. 
Another  Brant  was  in  Lubbock,  Lubbock  22 
Nov-7  Dec  (tPK).  A male  Eurasian  Wigeon 
returned  to  Rio  Bosque  Wetlands 
Park,  El  Paso  20  Nov+  for  the  3rd 
consecutive  fall  (TJSp).  It  was  a 
better-than-average  fall  season  for 
inland  Surf  Scoters.  Four  stopped 
at  McNary  Res.,  Hudspeth  28  Oct 
QP),  while  another  was  at  L. 

Pflugerville,  Travis  17  Nov  (EC). 
North-central  Texas  held  at  least 
3 birds:  an  ad.  at  Village  Creek 
Drying  Beds.,  Tarrant  10-17  Nov 
(RC,  m.ob.),  an  imm.  at  South- 
side  W.T.P,  Dallas  11  Nov  (GC, 

BoS),  and  another  imm.  at  Hager- 
man  N.W.R.,  Grayson  30  Nov 
(TR).  A Black  Scoter  at  L. 

Pflugerville,  Travis  17  Nov+  pro- 
vided a rare  record  for  the  Austin 
area  (TP,  m.ob.).  Early  was  a 
Long-tailed  Duck  near  Packery 
Channel,  Nueces  17  Oct  QMc); 
one  was  at  Village  Creek  Drying 
Beds,  Tarrant  18  Nov  (JC);  and  another  was  in 
w.  Kaufman  30  Nov  (DDC,  DeL),  for  a rare 
county  record.  Ninety  Buffleheads  in 
Longview,  Harrison  20  Nov  (DBr,  ME)  made  a 
remarkable  total.  A Red-breasted  Merganser 
at  Pt.  Hancock  Res.,  Hudspeth  2 Sep  QP)  was 
extremely  early.  A breeding  (!)  pair  of  Masked 
Ducks  with  8 fledged  young  was  present  in 
Live  Oak  30  Oct+  (tRWe,  JSw,  m.ob.).  Though 
there  have  been  reports  of  this  species  nesting 
over  the  years,  this  represented  only  the  2nd 
documented  breeding  record  for  the  state. 
Another  Masked  Duck  was  present  on  the 
Santa  Gertrudis  Division  of  the  King  Ranch, 
Kleberg  17  Nov+  (tJS). 


The  only  Pacific  Loons  seen  were  one  at 
Galveston  I.,  Galveston  23  Nov  (TE)  and  2 on 
L.  Buchanan,  Llano  24  Nov  (TF).  Quite  early 
was  a Common  Loon  detected  on  L.  Lady 
Bird,  Travis  26  Aug  (AB,  JBa).  Perhaps  owing 
to  the  extensive  rains  from  the  summer.  Least 
Grebes  nested  at  two  locations  in  Travis:  a pair 
at  Hornsby  Bend  fledged  young  in  early  Sep 
(m.ob.),  and  another  pair  successfully  nested 
in  early  Nov  (BSw,  CFa)  at  the  Parks  & 
Wildlife  complex.  A high  count  of  47  Least 
Grebes  was  tallied  at  Sabal  Palm,  Cameron  16 
Nov  (DBe).  The  U.T.C.  enjoyed  its  best 
Horned  Grebe  season  in  many  years,  high- 
lighted by  30  at  the  Baytown  Nature  Center, 
Chambers  19  Nov  (DwL).  An  early  Western 
Grebe  showed  up  on  L.  Buchanan,  Llano  3 Sep 
(LL)  and  was  seen  again  30  Sep  (TF).  On  23 
Sep,  Clark’s  Grebes  at  Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves 
numbered  164,  including  many  juvs.  (ML). 
Many  Aechmophorus  grebes  were  present  all 
period  at  McNary  Res.,  Hudspeth-  courtship 
displays  were  seen,  but  no  young  were  noted 
OP).  A lone  Clark’s  Grebe  was  at  L.  Meredith, 


Hutchinson  24  Oct  and  18  Nov  (BP).  Partici- 
pants on  the  only  organized  pelagic  trip  of  the 
season  out  of  South  Padre  I.,  Cameron  8 Sep 
were  treated  to  a mixed  flock  that  included  12 
Cory’s  Shearwaters,  7 Audubon’s  Shearwaters, 
3 Masked  Boobies,  and  an  imm.  Brown  Booby 
(tBM,  RP,  EC).  Another  Brown  Booby  was 
present  off  the  South  Padre  1.  jetty,  Cameron  22 
Aug-3  Sep  (TScC).  One  to  2 Brown  Pelicans 
were  seen  at  McNary  Res.,  Hudspeth  off  and  on 
all  period,  with  a juv.  2 (]P)  & 16  Sep  (BZ) 
and  an  ad.  seen  sporadically  2 Sep-11  Nov 
QP).  Other  inland  sightings  included  singles 
at  Mitchell  L,  Bexar  16-23  Sep  (DEn)  and  on 
White  River  L.,  Crosby  16-28  Sep  QBr,  AH). 


Brant  is  likely  an  annual  visitor  to  northwestern  Texas  in  the  immense  flocks 

of  Canada  Geese  there.  This  Black  Brant  visited  Andrews,  Andrews  County  3- 
1 3 (here  6)  November  2007.  Photograph  by  Erik  Breden. 
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This  pair  of  Masked  Ducks,  along  with  their  eight  ducklings,  near  Lagarto,  Live  Oak  County,  Texas  represents  only  the  second 
fully  documented  nesting  record  for  the  state.  These  birds  attracted  many  observers  between  30  October  and  25  (here  5)  No- 
vember 2007.  Photograph  by  Larry  Botkin. 


Rare  far  inland,  a Neotropic  Cormorant  was 
present  at  Soda  L.,  Midland  15-27  Aug  (RMS). 

HERONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Unexpected  was  a Little  Blue  Heron  at  L. 
Amistad,  Val  Verde  8 Nov  (ML).  Becoming 
more  regular  in  w.  Texas  in  recent  years,  a Yel- 
low-crowned Night-Heron  at  McNary  Res., 
Hudspeth  18-25  Aug  (JP)  was  still  a rare  find. 
Five  White  Ibis  in  Farwell,  Parmer  4 Aug 
(WC)  were  the  first  documented  in  the  Pan- 
handle. A Glossy  Ibis  at  Southside  W.T.P,  Dal- 
las 8 Sep  (GC)  was  well  inland,  while  anoth- 
er near  Granger  L.,  Williamson  17  Aug  (TF) 
was  the  first  for  the  county.  An  impressive 
1000-1-  Wood  Storks  were  present  se.  of  Fal- 
furrias.  Brooks  14  Oct  (BrF).  Notable  Roseate 
Spoonbill  sightings  included  single  birds  near 
Ransom  L.,  Lubbock  17  Aug  (PK,  AH),  at 
Hagerman  N.W.R.,  Grayson  12  Sep  (TR)  and 
at  the  Heard  Museum,  Collin  12  Sep  (GG). 
The  Corpus  Christi  Hawkwatch  posted  a new 
seasonal  high  count  of  168  Swallow-tailed 
Kites.  In  addition.  Swallow-tailed  Kites  con- 
tinue to  have  an  increased  presence  in  early 
fall  in  cen.  Texas,  with  at  least  six  sightings. 
On  2 Sep,  3 were  at  Hornsby  Bend,  Travis 
(GN)  and  4 near  Utley,  Bastrop  (BrF);  more 
unusual  were  2 e.  of  Comanche,  Comanche  3 
Sep  (ph.,  RM)  and  one  n.  of  Leakey,  Real  11 
Sep  (TG).  A White-tailed  Kite  strayed  to  John- 
son 1 Nov  (GC,  BSm).  The  first  nesting  record 
of  Northern  Harrier  in  El  Paso  was  noted  on 
24  Aug  (BZ),  where  2 fresh  juvs.  accompa- 
nied ads.  A rare  nester  in  e.  Texas,  2 Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk  fledglings  were  noted  in 
Nacogdoches,  Nacogdoches  through  5 Aug 
(RS).  An  imm.  Northern  Goshawk  was  seen 
in  Friendswood,  Harris  19  Nov  (TMA)  and 
will  be  only  the  2nd  U.T.C.  record,  pending 
T.B.R.C.  acceptance.  The  Smith  Point  Hawk- 
watch,  Chambers  reported  below-average 
numbers  this  season,  though  it  had  new  sea- 


sonal count  highs  of  3 Ferruginous  Hawks,  3 
Golden  Eagles,  and  its  first  Prairie  Falcon. 
North  of  their  expected  range,  single  Harris’s 
Hawks  were  near  Barwise,  Floyd  9 Sep  (AH) 
and  in  Gray  2 Nov  QD,  MD).  A dark-morph 
Short-tailed  Hawk  was  studied  at  Bentsen  S.P, 
Hidalgo  7 Aug  (tBC).  A late  Swainson’s  Hawk 
was  near  Athens,  Henderson  30  Nov  (TG). 

RAILS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Rarely  detected  in  cen.  Texas,  a King  Rail  was 
heard  along  Stillhouse  Hollow  Res.,  Bell  27 
Oct  (RKo).  A Whooping  Crane  stayed  over  at 
Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  27-28  Nov  OSm).  It 
was  an  excellent  fall  for  Black-bellied  Plover 
in  the  Trans-Pecos,  with  one  at  Balmorhea  L., 
Reeves  23  Aug  (BG,  TLe,  CW),  2 at  Presidio, 
Presidio  10  Oct  (DO,  COJ),  and  a noteworthy 
7 at  Balmorhea  L.  13  Oct  (ML).  Mountain 
Plovers  were  rarely  reported  from  their  regu- 
lar haunts  around  Granger, 
Williamson  and  in  Guadalupe  near 
New  Braunfels.  Away  from  these  lo- 
cations, 13  were  studied  s.  of  An- 
drews, Andrews  2 Oct  (BrF),  and  12 
were  between  Fredericksburg  and 
Stonewall,  Gillespie  18-25  Oct 
(TG).  An  encouraging  group  of  186 
near  Dell  City,  Hudspeth  11  Nov  (JP) 
provided  more  evidence  that  the 
species  is  a regular  wintering  bird 
there.  A single  Marbled  Godwit  near 
Utley,  Bastrop  22  Oct  (BrF)  was  a 
nice  fall  find.  Only  casual  in  the 
Trans-Pecos,  a Ruddy  Turnstone  at 
Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves  2 Sep  (ShC, 

MR)  was  unexpected.  Three  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  were  near  Morton, 
Cochran  22  Sep  (TS),  where  the  species  is 
rarely  noted.  A Ruff  visited  Anahuac  N.W.R., 
Chambers  20  Sep  (ph.,tMRo;  JMA).  An  early 
Wilson’s  Snipe  stayed  at  Hornsby  Bend,  Travis 
9-11  Aug  (EC).  American  Woodcocks  strayed 


from  their  expected  haunts,  with  single  birds 
in  Lubbock,  Lubbock  27  Oct  (RLe),  at 
Mitchell  Creek  Preserve,  Donley  9 Nov  (BD, 
DD,  BP),  and  at  Quinta  Mazatlan,  Hidalgo  27 
Nov  O^K)-  Red-necked  Phalaropes  had  a 
strong  showing  in  the  w.  third  of  the  state, 
with  no  fewer  than  nine  reports  in  the  Pan- 
handle and  South  Plains,  including  a very 
high  count  of  71  at  Cactus  Playa,  Moore  22 
Sep  (EC).  In  areas  where  they  are  less  expect- 
ed, 2 were  at  Lewisville  Lake  Park,  Denton  14 
Sep  (KL),  at  least  7 off  the  S.  Padre  1.  jetty, 
Cameron  15  Sep  (ScC),  2 at  La  Sal  Del  Rey 
N.W.R.,  Hidalgo  18  Sep  (DJ),  and  a rather  late 
individual  off  the  Port  Aransas  jetty,  Nueces 
21  Nov  (MB). 

A first-cycle  Mew  Gull  was  present  in  w.  El 
Paso,  El  Paso  20  Nov-i-  (ph.,  tJP),  and  a first- 
cycle  Thayer’s  Gull  was  there  27  Nov  QP)- 
Good  numbers  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
were  found  on  the  U.T.C. , with  the  first  at 
East  Beach,  Galveston  19  Aug  (TE)  and  4 at 
the  same  spot  15  Sep  (CTL).  Four  were  also 
at  Follett’s  L,  Brazoria  23  Sep  (SH).  Single 
birds  were  noted  inland  in  ne.  Dallas  21  Nov 
(DH,  JaH)  and  in  El  Paso,  El  Paso  21  Nov-r 
(DA).  It  was  a very  good  fall  for  Sabine’s 
Gulls,  with  at  least  14  reported  in  the  state. 
Most  notable  were  singles  at  Lake  Corpus 
Christi  S.P,  San  Patricio  14  Oct  (BrF),  on  N. 
Padre  L,  Willacy  19  Sep  (ph.  BSa),  and  on  the 
King  Ranch,  Kenedy  26  Sep  (TLa,  AT).  A Least 
Tern  near  Hale  Center,  Hale  9 Sep  (AH)  was 
rare  for  the  South  Plains.  Up  to  5 Bridled 
Terns,  15  Sooty  Terns,  and  a Brown  Noddy 
were  seen  off  S.  Padre  L,  Cameron  8 Sep  (TBM 
et  ah).  A late  Black  Tern  was  seen  on  L. 
Somerville,  Burleson  17  Nov  (LS).  Kirby  L., 


Taylor  hosted  an  imm.  Pomarine  Jaeger  8 
Nov-r  (HT,  m.ob.).  Single  Parasitic  Jaegers  vis- 
ited Lake  Tawakoni  S.P,  Hunt  15  Sep  (GC, 
DDC,  DeL)  and  Bryan  Beach,  Brazoria  28  Sep 
(FC).  A Long-tailed  Jaeger  stopped  by  Brau- 
nig  L.,  Bexar  17-19  Aug  (ph.,  tMR,  m.ob.). 


r 


Two  Swallow-tailed  Kites  near  Comanche,  Comanche  County,  Texas  3 Sep- 
tember 2007  were  well  northwest  of  the  normal  fall  migration  corridor  of 
the  species.  Photograph  by  Ray  Matlock. 
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Another  outstanding  discovery  was  made  in  Big  Bend's  Pine  Canyon  by  observers 
searching  for  the  vagrant  Fan-tailed  Warbler  there.  Two  Northern  Pygmy-Owls 
were  present  between  17  August  and  7 October  (here  20  September)  2007,  al- 
though they  were  more  often  heard  than  seen.  These  birds  represent  only  the 
third  documented  record  for  Texas.  Photograph  by  Mark  Lockwood. 


An  unidentified  jaeger  was  seen  flying  over 
Granger  L.,  Williamson  7 Oct  (EC  et  al). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

El  Paso  recorded  its  2nd  and  3rd  Band-tailed 
Pigeons  of  the  year  on  7 (BZ)  & 14  Oct  OoK)- 
Very  rare  in  n.-cen.  Texas,  a Common 
Ground-Dove  was  at  the  Eort  Worth  Nature 
Center,  Tarrant  20  Oct  (CW,  DDC,  DeL).  A 
singing  Common  Ground-Dove  was  heard  in 
Central  Heights,  Nacogdoches  early  Oct-4  Nov 
(DW).  Single  Black-billed  Cuckoos  were  at 
Quintana,  Brazoria  2 Sep  (CTL),  Pollywog 
Pond,  Nueces  15  Sep  (WS),  and  in  Baffin  Bay, 
Kleberg  15  Oct  (BrE).  A Flammulated  Owl 
brought  to  a Port  Aransas,  Nueces  rehabilita- 
tion facility  24  Nov  (fide  GB,  DN)  was  only 
the  2nd  record  for  the  Coastal  Bend.  Very  ex- 
citing was  the  discovery  of  one,  and  then  2, 
Northern  Pygmy-Owls  in  Big  Bend’s  Pine 
Canyon,  Brewster  17  Aug-7  Oct  (DJ,  DEI, 
tm.ob.,  ph.,  v.r.).  The  rapid,  doubled  note 
calls,  as  well  as  plumage  details,  indicate  that 
the  birds  were  of  the  nominate  subspecies. 
This  represents  just  the  3rd  documented 
record  of  the  species  for  Texas.  In  addition  to 
the  Bentsen  S.R  birds,  a Ferruginous  Pygmy- 
Owl  was  seen  along  Brushline  Rd.,  Hidalgo  26 
Aug  (DJ).  Twelve  or  more  Long-eared  Owls  re- 
turned to  roost  as  last  winter  at  Rio  Bosque 
Wetlands  Park,  El  Paso,  El  Paso  13  Nov-i- 
QSp).  A single  Long-eared  Owl  was  in  Collin  1 
Nov  (ph.  CFo).  A road-killed  Short-eared  Owl 
was  near  Hebbronville,  Jim  Hogg  11  Nov 
(BrE),  while  another  was  at  Shipp  L.,  Bastrop 
18  Nov  (PR).  Up  to  9 Lesser  Nighthawks  were 
present  near  Cibolo,  Guadalupe  6 Sep-15  Oct 
(SS).  One  was  present  at  L.  Jackson,  Brazoria 
18  Sep  (JA).  Accidental  for  the  Region  were 
single  Chuck-will’s-widows  near  Roaring 
Springs,  Motley  25  Aug  and  in  Matador,  Mot- 
ley 7 Oct  (AH).  A very  late  Whip-poor-will 


was  in  Bastrop  10  Nov  (BrE). 

Two  Chaetura  swifts,  not  iden- 
tified to  species,  were  over  El 
Paso,  El  Paso  2 Oct  (BZ).  An  imm. 
Broad-billed  Hummingbird  was  in 
the  Chisos  Basin,  Big  Bend  26  Aug 
(BBu,  TR).  Amazing  numbers  of 
White-eared  Hummingbirds  were 
again  found,  all  at  feeders  in  the 
Davis  Mts.  Resort,  Jeff  Davis. 
Based  on  extensive  photographs 
and  a banding  effort,  Lockwood 
and  Bryan  believed  that  up  to  15 
birds  attended  the  feeders  of 
Bryan  and  of  a neighbor.  In  addi- 
tion, another  home  hosted  2 
birds,  with  the  latest  through  29 
Sep  (tM&ME).  A Berylline  Hum- 
mingbird was  at  the  Davis  Mts. 
Resort,  Jejfjf  Davis  25-28  Aug  (ph.,  tKB  et  ah). 
A Buff-bellied  Hummingbird  visited  Zapata, 
Zapata  24  Nov  OA)-  Two  Violet-crowned 
Hummingbirds  were  in  the  Trans-Pecos  this 
fall:  one  in  the  Davis  Mts.  Resort,  JejJjf  Davis  31 
Aug-10  Oct  (tM&ME),  the  other  in  Alpine, 
Brewster  15-22  Sep  (TBBr,  WB,  ML).  Totally 
unexpected  was  a Violet-crowned  Humming- 
bird in  Lubbock,  Lubbock  5 Nov-r  (tph.  PS). 
A female  Blue-throated  Hummingbird  was  in 
L.  Jackson,  Brazoria  13  Nov  (ph.  DFr).  A 
Magnificent  Hummingbird  was  seen  sporadi- 
cally 3-8  Nov  in  an  El  Paso,  El  Paso  yard 
QoK).  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  ap- 


peared in  the  cen.  Trans-Pecos  in  above-aver- 
age numbers  this  fall  (fide  ML).  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbirds e.  of  the  normal  migration  corridor 
included  singles  at  Seminole  Canyon  S.R,  Val 
Verde  8 Nov  (ML),  Port  O’Connor,  Calhoun  18 
Nov  (BrE),  and  West  Columbia,  Brazoria  28 
Nov  (CB).  Rounding  out  a remarkable  season 
for  hummingbirds  in  the  Trans-Pecos  was  a 
young  male  Costa’s  that  paid  an  extended  vis- 
it to  Alpine,  Brewster  20  Aug-4  Oct  (tML). 
Eastward-wandering  Calliope  Hummingbirds 


included  singles  at  Utley,  Bastrop  18-19  Aug 
(BrE),  Houston,  Harris  21  Oct+  QR,  WR),  and 
West  Columbia,  Brazoria  28  Nov  (CB). 
Allen’s  Hummingbirds  made  a splash  with  an 
ad.  male  at  Bentsen  S.  R,  Hidalgo  26  Aug-5 
Sep  (MG),  and  another  there  14  Sep-r  (MG), 
an  ad.  male  in  Houston,  Harris  5 Sep+  (AW, 
SW),  and  an  ad.  male  at  Ft.  Davis,  Jeff  Davis 
18  Aug-24  Oct  (KB).  A Ringed  Kingfisher 
found  on  L.  Ray  Hubbard,  Dallas  20  Oct  (GC, 
TR),  and  another  at  Richland  Chambers  Res., 
Navarro  13  Nov  (KE),  provided  rare  n.-cen. 
Texas  records.  A single  bird  was  also  along  the 
Llano  R.  near  Mason,  Mason  25  Oct  (DiF, 
BoF).  A Red-naped  Sapsucker  at  Blucher 
Park,  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  20  Oct  (ph.  DP) 
and  one  at  High  I.,  Galveston  10  Oct  (VE  et 
al.)  were  the  most  notable  this  fall.  Single 
Pileated  Woodpeckers  in  n.  Montague  28  Oct 
QaH)  and  Refugio,  Refugio  16  Sep  (BrE)  pro- 
vided rare  county  records. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

A singing  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  in  Dickens, 
Dickens  30  Sep  (AH)  provided  a rare  record 
for  the  South  Plains.  An  early  Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher  was  at  Dos  Vacas  Muertes,  Galve- 
ston 5 Aug  (DVe).  A Least  Flycatcher  at  Ft. 
Hancock  2 Sep  (JP)  was  just  the  3rd  for  Hud- 
speth. A silent  Pacific-slope/Cordilleran  Fly- 
catcher was  studied  at  McKinney  Roughs, 
Bastrop  28  Nov  (BrE).  Two  nestling  Buff- 
breasted Flycatchers  were  observed  as  they 
left  the  nest  1 1 Aug  at  the  Davis 
Mts.  Preserve,  Jeff  Davis  (ML). 
Though  this  is  a known  location 
for  the  species,  this  date  made  for 
the  latest  nesting  record  for  the 
state.  Say’s  Phoebes  were  detect- 
ed in  above-average  numbers  this 
fall  on  the  U.T.C.,  with  5 seen 
during  the  typical  late  Sep-early 
Oct  migration  window.  The 
Great  Kiskadee  returned  from 
last  fall  to  Abilene,  Taylor  5 Nov-i- 
(LP);  as  many  as  4 were  seen 
again  on  the  Katy  Prairie 
(m.ob.).  A Piratic  Flycatcher 
was  found  dead  in  Pasadena, 
Harris  28  Sep  (*MC),  providing  a 
first  for  the  U.T.C.  and  the  4th  state  record.  A 
silent  Couch’s/Tropical  Kingbird  was  ob- 
served in  Brazos  30  Sep  (DDC,  DeL).  An  East- 
ern Kingbird  was  in  El  Paso,  El  Paso  12  Sep 
(BZ),  while  one  lingered  until  20  Nov  (DBr, 
ME)  in  Longview,  Harrison.  A Gray  Kingbird 
was  discovered  at  Hazel  Bazemore  County 
Park,  Nueces  6-21  Nov  (CT,  tRR  m.ob.).  Ex- 
tremely rare  for  n.-cen.  Texas  was  a Northern 
Shrike  in  Wilbarger  16  Nov  (BSu),  as  was  one 
near  Thalia,  Foard  26  Nov  TK).  A 


This  Berylline  Hummingbird  was  in  the  Davis  Mountains,  Jeff  Davis  County, 
Texas  25-28  (here  26)  August  2007  and  is  only  the  fifth  to  be  documented  in 
the  state  but  the  fourth  for  the  county.  Photograph  by  Mark  Lockwood. 
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Cassin’s  Vireo  was  studied  at  McKinney 
Roughs,  Bastrop  29  Nov  (BrF).  A Hutton’s 
Vireo  was  in  the  Sierra  Diablo  Mts.,  Culberson 
23  Oct  OPO)  for  a rare  county  record. 

Small  numbers  of  Steller’s  Jays  irrupted 
into  the  El  Paso  area  this  season.  Green  Jays 
moved  northward  this  fall,  with  small  flocks 
observed  at  various  locations  in  the  n.  South 
Texas  Brush  Country,  including  a single  bird 
in  s.  San  Antonio,  Bexar  25  Nov  (AG).  Brown 
Jays  continue  to  hang  on  precariously  in  the 
state  at  Chapeno,  Starr.  A lone  bird  was  re- 
ported there  3 Aug  (ph.  LBr),  followed  by  3 
on  18  Oct  (fide  BM)  and  a single  on  15  Nov 
(StC).  A Clark’s  Nutcracker  described  from 
the  upper  elevations  of  Guadalupe  Mountains 
N.  R,  Culberson  2 Sep  (tEBe)  is  being  re- 
viewed by  the  T.B.R.C.  Very  rare  for  the  area 
were  single  Chihuahuan  Ravens  near  Berclair, 
Goliad  and  along  Hwy.  239,  Goliad  16  Sep 
(BrF).  Cave  Swallows  lingered  along  the  n. 
edge  of  their  range,  with  9 near  Post,  Garza 
13  Oct  (AH)  and  2 at  Dallas,  Dallas  14-19  Oct 
(GC,  RR). 

CHICKADEES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Carolina  Chickadees  wandering  away  from 
their  expected  haunts  appeared  at  Aransas 
N.W.R.,  Aransas  2 Sep  (LJ)  and  Lubbock,  Lub- 
bock 9 Oct  (PK).  For  the  first  time  since  2000, 
a small  influx  of  Mountain  Chickadees  found 
their  way  to  El  Paso,  El  Paso.  Two  in  the  Sier- 
ra Diablo  Mts.,  Culberson  24  Oct  QPO) 
have  been  part  of  that  movement.  It  was  an 
exceptional  season  for  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  statewide.  Individuals  were  noted 
in  virtually  all  areas  of  the  state,  including  the 
South  Texas  Brush  Country;  the  earliest  re- 
ports came  from  Sierra  Blanca,  Hudspeth  25 
Aug  (JP)  and  near  Utley,  Bastrop  1 Sep  (BrF). 
A White-breasted  Nuthatch  in  Houston,  Har- 
ris 28  Oct  (ph.  MSe)  represented  just  the  2nd 
U.T.C.  record  in  the  past  30  years.  White- 
breasted Nuthatches  were  also  seen  in  the 
Panhandle  (2  birds),  on  the  South  Plains  (3), 
and  several  in  El  Paso  (m.ob.),  suggesting  a 
small  irruption.  Rock  Wrens  on  the  e.  ex- 
treme of  their  range  included  one  at  L.  Waco, 
McLennan  23  Oct  (EH)  and  a pair  with  a 
fledgling  at  the  L.  Georgetown  Dam, 
Williamson  1 Aug  (TF).  Canyon  Wrens  are 
not  prone  to  wandering,  so  one  at  Gonzales, 
Gonzales  9 Aug  (ph.  El,  GL)  was  quite  note- 
worthy. A Winter  Wren  wandered  far  south- 
ward to  Weslaco,  Hidalgo  17  Nov  (MG).  A 
substantial  movement  of  Blue-gray  Gnat- 
catchers  occurred  at  Smith  Pt.,  Chambers  24 
Aug,  as  800  passed  by  during  a five-hour  pe- 
riod QA).  Ten  Western  Bluebirds  in  n.  Kimble 
19  Nov  (NB)  made  an  impressive  count  there. 
A russet-backed  Swainson’s  Thrush  was  in  Big 


Prior  to  2007,  Violet-crowned  Hummingbird  had  been  found 
in  Texas  only  six  times,  but  there  were  three  recorded  in 
autumn  2007.  This  individual  was  in  Alpine,  Brewster  County 
15-22  (here  21)  September.  Photograph  by  Mark  Lockwood. 

Bend’s  Pine  Canyon,  Brewster  20  Sep  (ML); 
this  subspecies  has  been  found  in  El  Paso  on 
several  occasions,  but  its  status  in  the  state  is 
poorly  understood.  A Clay-colored  Robin  lin- 
gered through  the  season  in  Corpus  Christi, 
Nueces.  Excellent  counts  of  Gray  Catbirds 
were  made  at  U.T.C.  migrant  traps  23  Oct, 
with  50  at  Quintana,  Brazoria  QA)  and  100  at 
Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson  (MA).  A Brown 
Thrasher  at  El  Paso,  El  Paso  4 Nov  QoK)  was 
notable.  Two  Curve-billed  Thrashers  in  n. 
Montague  28  Oct  OHo)  were  much  farther  e. 
than  normal. 

A Blue-winged  Warbler  in  nw.  Austin, 
Williamson  1 Sep  (MB)  provided  a very  rare 
Hill  Country  record  and  another  in  Austin, 
Travis  3-28  Sep  (KA)  was  also  of  note.  A 
Nashville  Warbler  was  in  El  Paso,  El  Paso  23 
Sep  QP),  where  the  species  is  surprisingly 
rare.  A late  Nashville  Warbler  was  at  Lake 
Tawakoni  S.P,  Hunt  3 Nov  (RKi).  A Virginia’s 
Warbler  near  Plains,  Yoakum  14  Oct  (AH)  was 
a nice  find.  A late  Northern  Parula  was  seen  at 
L.  Tawakoni,  Rains  14  Oct  (RB).  A Tropical 
Parula  at  Port  Aransas,  Nueces  4 Sep  (LJ)  was 
at  the  n.  end  of  the  species’  South  Texas  range. 
A Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  lingered  in 
Austin,  Travis  30  Oct-4  Nov  (KA,  m.ob.). 
Black-throated  Gray  Warblers  were  noted 
along  the  coast  at  High  L,  Galveston  24  Aug 
(OJ),  Quintana,  Brazoria  24  Aug  (RW),  and 
Ingleside  San  Patricio  15  Sep  (BrF).  More  un- 
expected was  one  at  Balcones  Canyonland 


N.W.R.,  Travis  20  Sep  (CSe),  providing  a first 
record  for  the  refuge.  A Blackburnian  Warbler 
at  Petersburg,  Hale  26  Sep  (AH)  was  a county 
first.  A Yellow-throated  Warbler  was  in  Ft. 
Davis,  Jeff  Davis  2 Sep  (KB).  Pine  Warblers 
along  the  w.  edge  of  the  winter  range  included 
one  in  n.  Kimble  19  Nov  (NB)  and  3 in 
Wilbarger  23  Nov  (GC,  BoS,  TR).  Inland 
Prairie  Warblers  are  always  of  interest;  this 
season,  singles  were  at  Zionsville,  Washington 
23  Aug  (DVo)  and  near  Glen  Rose,  Somervell 
10  Oct  (ph.  GLe).  A late  Prairie  Warbler  was 
at  South  Padre  L,  Cameron  9 Nov  (ScC).  In- 
land Palm  Warblers  included  singles  in  Lub- 
bock, Lubbock  13  Oct  (KD),  Central  Heights, 
Nacogdoches  16  Oct  (MHW,  DW),  Yoakum 
County  Park,  Yoakum  24  Oct  (AH),  Lubbock, 
Lubbock  28  Oct  (AH),  L.  Tawakoni  S.P,  Hunt 
10-15  Nov  (LBa,  RB,  RKi),  and  L.  Tawakoni, 
Rains  18  Nov  (RB).  A Blackpoll  Warbler  at  Ft. 
Bliss,  El  Paso  5 Oct  (BZ)  was  an  exceptional 
find.  Early  Cerulean  Warblers  were  at  Galve- 
ston, Galveston  17  Aug  (DVe)  and  Sabine 
Woods,  Jefferson  19  Aug  (DVe).  A Worm-eat- 
ing Warbler  was  in  Lubbock,  Lubbock  29  Sep 
(AH).  A very  late  Swainson’s  Warbler  was  seen 
at  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  26  Oct  (MR).  A fall- 
out of  Ovenbirds  occurred  in  Corpus  Christi, 
Nueces  29-30  Sep  with  35+  birds  present  (ByS, 
WS).  A Louisiana  Waterthrush  was  at  Boot 
Spring,  Brewster  26  Aug  (BBu,  TR).  Canada 
Warblers  were  found  in  unusual  numbers  this 
season  in  n.-cen.  Texas  with  six  sightings  from 
1 Sep-3  Oct  (m.ob.).  Two  Red-faced  Warblers 
were  found  in  Big  Bend  with  one  at  Boot 
Springs  21  Aug  (BG,  tTLe,  CW),  and  another 
in  Pine  Canyon  24  Aug  (LP,  TRW). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  apparent  Western  Tanager  x Flame-col- 
ored Tanager  hybrid  was  observed  in  the 
Davis  Mts.,  JeJjf Davis  24  Sep  (RP).  An  Eastern 
Towhee  at  Mitchell  Creek,  Donley  23  Nov 
(ph.  BP)  provided  the  3rd  documented  record 
for  the  Panhandle.  A late-departing  Botteri’s 
Sparrow  was  seen  in  Kenedy  15  Oct  (BrF).  A 
streaked  juv.  Chipping  Sparrow  at  Quintana, 
Brazoria  3 Sep  (GLa)  equaled  the  3rd  earliest 
fall  record  for  the  U.T.C.  A Clay-colored  Spar- 
row at  Quintana,  Brazoria  2 Sep  (GLa)  was 
the  2nd  earliest  for  the  U.T.C.,  while  another 
lingered  at  Nacogdoches  until  3 Nov  (MHW). 
Lark  Buntings  pushed  to  se.  in  good  numbers, 
with  a few  individuals  reaching  Dripping 


C A The  birding  event  of  the  season  was  dearly  the  first  state  record  of  Fan-tailed  Warbler,  found  by  Carpenter  and  Bur- 
^r\  nett  in  Big  Bend's  Pine  Canyon  13  Aug.  The  bird  remained  until  24  Sep  and  was  observed  by  many  visiting  birders. 
When  initially  discovered,  the  bird  appeared  to  be  going  through  post-juvenal  molt,  which  it  completed  prior  to  its  depar- 
ture. Photographs  from  late  Aug  showed  a bird  still  primarily  in  molting  juvenal  plumage,  while  those  from  mid-Sep  were  of 
a bird  fully  in  ad.  plumage. 
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Prairie  Warblers  are  always  a welcome  find  away  from  the  Costal  Prairies  and 
the  East  Texas  Pineywoods.  This  individual  was  well  away  from  these  areas  near 

Glen  Rose,  Somerville  County  on  10  October  2007.  Photograph  by  Gregg  Lee. 


Springs,  Hays  3 Nov  (ByS),  Bell  4 Nov  (RP), 
and  Thrall,  Williamson  11  Nov  (TF).  A Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow  at  Petersburg,  Hale  26  Sep 
(AH)  was  early  for  the  South  Plains.  Early 
Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  were  noted  28 
Sep  at  Bolivar  Pen.,  Galveston  QKe)  and  Texas 
Point  N.W.R.,  Jefferson  QW).  Always  a good 
hnd  in  the  Trans-Pecos,  a Fox  Sparrow  was  in 
El  Paso,  El  Paso  28  Oct  QoK)-  A.  Lapland 
Longspur  was  on  the  Katy  Prairie,  Harris  4-11 
Nov  (KH  et  al.),  where  the  species  has  be- 
come increasingly  irregular. 

A Pyrrhuloxia  in  Wichita  17  Aug  (LH)  was 
notably  e.  and  probably  a county  first.  In 
South  Texas,  there  was  a significant  movement 
of  Pyrrhuloxias  to  the  e.,  with  birds  found  at 
Laguna  Atascosa  N.W.R.  and  the  Convention 
Center  at  South  Padre  I.,  Cameron  (fide  BM), 
and  an  impressive  800  birds  in  Jim  Hogg  12 
Nov  (BrE).  A female  Painted  Bunting  in 
Canyon,  Randall  6 Oct  (MSc)  was  very  late,  as 
was  a male  at  San  Bernard  N.W.R.,  Brazoria  22 
Nov  (DVe).  A late  Dickcissel  was  near  Thrall, 
Williamson  11  Nov  (TF). 

Three  hundred  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  in  An- 
derson 16  Nov  (DDC,  DeL)  made  an  impres- 
sive number.  A male  Common  Crackle  was  at 
Panther  Junction,  Brewster  20  Nov  (MF). 
Three  Bronzed  Cowbirds  in  Littleheld,  Lamb 
13  Aug  (AR),  one  there  24  Sep  (AR),  and  one 
at  White  Rock  L.,  Crosby  30  Sep  (AH)  showed 
the  increased  presence  of  that  species  on  the 
South  Plains.  Lingering  Orchard  Orioles  in- 
cluded singles  at  Kleb  Woods,  Harris  31  Oct 
OA),  Quintana,  Brazoria  3 Nov  QA),  and  Es- 
tero  Llano  Grande  S.P.,  Hidalgo  25  Nov  OBo). 
A Hooded  Oriole  lingered  at  El  Paso,  El  Paso 
until  19  Oct  (BZ),  about  seven  weeks  after  ex- 
pected departure  dates.  A Bullock’s  Oriole  in 
Midland,  Midland  22  Nov  (DM,  JMe)  was 
quite  late.  Two  Audubon’s  Orioles  near  Rio 


Medina,  Medina  26  Oct-28  Nov 
QaM)  and  one  at  Mitchell  L., 
Bexar  18  Nov  (GS  et  al.)  were 
ne.  of  their  normal  range.  An  as- 
tounding count  of  288  migrating 
Baltimore  Orioles  was  made  11 
Sep  at  Ft.  Hood,  Bell  (RKo,  GE). 

Purple  Finches  appeared  early 
in  the  East  Texas  Pineywoods, 
with  repeated  sightings  at  a half- 
dozen  locations  in  e.  and  n.-cen. 
Texas  9 Nov+  (m.ob.).  This 
species  wandered  as  far  s.  as 
Pedernales  Palls  S.P.,  Blanco  3 
Nov  (DoP,  JP)  and  Houston, 
Harris  27  Nov  0®)-  More  sur- 
prising were  single  Cassin’s 
Finches  at  Andrews,  Andrews  24 
Oct  (ph.  EBr)  and  near  Utopia, 
Uvalde  27  Nov  (ph.  MH).  Very 
small  numbers  of  Cassin’s  Finches  were  also 
noted  during  Oct  in  El  Paso,  El  Paso  and  the 
Davis  Mts.,  Jeff  Davis.  A family  group  of  Pine 
Siskins  with  begging  young  was  present  in  the 
Davis  Mts.,  Jeff  Davis  2 Aug  (KB),  providing  a 
rare  breeding  record  for  the  state.  Early  arriv- 
ing American  Goldfinches  were  noted  2 Sep 
in  Nacogdoches  (MHW)  and  Smith  (PB).  A 
male  at  Anahuac  N.W.R.,  Chambers  23  Oct 
(CSh)  was  also  early.  An  outstanding  find  for 
n.-cen.  Texas,  50+  Red  Crossbills  were  in 
Wilbarger  23  Nov  (GC,  BoS,  TR). 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Dan  Allen,  Kenny  Anderson,  John 
Arvin,  Mike  Austin,  Noreen  Baker,  Andy 
Balinsky,  Julia  Balinsky  QBa),  Ron  Baltzegar, 
Lynn  Barber  (LBa),  Peter  Barnes,  Mikael 
Behrens,  David  Benn  (DBe),  Eric  Bents  (EBe), 
Gene  Blacklock,  Jim  Booker  QBo),  Erik  Bre- 
den  (EBr),  Jean  Broadhvest  QBr),  David 
Brotherton  (DBr),  Charlie  Brower,  Lamont 
Brown  (LBr),  Bobby  Brown  (BBr),  Wallace 
Brown,  Kelly  Bryan,  Buck  Buchanan  (BBu), 
Maggie  Burnett,  Eric  Carpenter  (Central 
Texas;  10610  Morado  Circle  #2325,  Austin, 
Texas  78759.  email:  ecarpe@gmail.com), 
Maria  Chavarria,  Wayne  Cherry,  Bill  Clark, 
Sheridan  Coffey  (ShC),  Scarlet  Colley  (ScC), 
Fred  Collins,  Steve  Collins  (StC),  Ron  Con- 
ner, Greg  Cook,  Joe  Cox,  D.D.  Currie  (North- 
Central  Texas;  2703  Colleen  Dr.,  Arlington, 
TX  76016.  email:  ddbirder@sbcglobal.net). 
Brad  Dalton,  Diane  Dalton,  Jennifer  DeLeon, 
Manuel  DeLeon,  Ken  Dixon,  Marc  & 
Maryann  Eastman  (M&ME),  Gil  Eckrich, 
Mark  Edmund,  David  Elkowitz  (DEI),  Victor 
Emanuel,  Dodge  Engleman  (DEn),  Ted  Eu- 
banks, Kurt  Evans,  Craig  Farquhar  (CFa), 
Don  Felch  (DoF),  Joan  Felch,  Tim  Fennell, 
Dixie  Feuerbacher  (DiF),  Mark  Flippo,  Can- 


dace Fountoulakis  (CFo),  Bobbye  Frazier 
(BoF),  Brush  Freeman  (BrF),  Bert  Frenz 
(East  Texas:  221  Rainbow  Dr.,  #12190,  Liv- 
ingston, TX  77399-2021.  email: 
bert2@bafrenz.com),  Don  Fry  (DFr),  Tony 
Gallucci,  Andy  Garcia,  Brian  Gibbons,  Geor- 
gette Guernsey,  Mary  Gustafson,  Ken  Hart- 
man, Eric  Haskell,  Susan  Heath,  Mitch  Hein- 
del,  Anthony  Hewetson  (Northwest  Texas: 
4407  36th  St.,  Lubbock  TX  79414.  email:  ter- 
rverts@yahoo.com),  Derek  Hill,  Jack  Hill 
OaH),  Jim  Hinson  QiH),  Jimmy  Hoover 
OHo),  Linda  Hoover,  Eric  Isley  Oscar  John- 
son, Dan  Jones,  Larry  Jordan,  Jan  Kaspar 
QKa),  Tim  Kaspar,  Joe  Kennedy 
Richard  Kinney  (RKi),  John  Kiseda  OoK). 
Phillip  Kite,  Jane  Kittleman  QaK),  Rich 
Kostecke  (RKo),  Tom  Langschied  (TLa),  Greg 
Lasley  Greg  Lavaty  (GLa),  Cin-Ty  Lee  (CTL), 
Gregg  Lee  (GLe),  Rob  Lee  (RLe),  Tony  Leuk- 
ering  (TLe),  Leslie  Linehan,  Dwayne  Liteer 
(DwL),  Dell  Little  (DeL),  Ray  Little  (RLi), 
Keith  Lockhart,  Mark  Lockwood,  Jordi  Marti- 
Aledo  QMA),  Ray  Matlack,  Janice  McClin- 
tock  (]aM),  Jon  McIntyre  OMc),  Brad  McKin- 
ney Don  Merritt,  Joann  Merritt  (JMe),  Gary 
Newgord,  David  Newstead,  Brian  O’Shea, 
Dale  Ohl,  Carolyn  Ohl-Johnson  (COJ),John 
P.  O’Neill  0PO)>  Laura  Packer,  Jim  Paton 
(Trans-Pecos:  4325  Boy  Scout  Lane,  El  Paso, 
TX  79922.  email;  patonjn@netzero.net),  Bar- 
rett Pierce,  Randy  Pinkston,  David  Pueppke, 
Ross  Rasmussen,  Martin  Reid,  Thomas 
Riecke,  Jan  Risser,  Will  Risser,  Phil  Rostron, 
Miguel  Rouco  (MRo),  Billy  Sandifer  (BSa), 
Laura  Sare,  Rick  Schaefer,  Susan  Schaezler, 
Monty  Schoenhals  (MSc),  Georgina  Schwartz, 
Willie  Sekula  (South  Texas:  7063  Co.  Rd. 
228,  Falls  City,  TX  78113-2627.  email:  ), 
Chuck  Sexton  (CSe),  Marsha  Seyffert  (MSe), 
Patrick  Shaw,  Cohn  Shields  (CSh),  Jim  Sin- 
clair, Jim  Sipiora  QSi),  Bob  Smith  (BSm),  Jude 
Smith  QSm),  Tom  SoRelle,  John  Sproul  QSp), 
Bob  Stone  (BoS),  Byron  Stone  (ByS),  Rose 
Marie  Stortz  (RMS),  Brady  Surber  (BSu),  Jim- 
my Swartz  (JSw),  Bob  Sweeney  (BSw),  Clay 
Taylor,  Aaron  Tjelmeland,  Heidi  Trudell, 
Robert  Truss,  Don  Verser  (DVe),  Darrell 
Vollert  (DVo),  Jim  Walker,  Ron  Weeks  (UTC: 
110  Indian  Warrior,  Lake  Jackson,  TX  77566. 
email:  ronweeks@sbcglobal.net),  Ron  West 
(RWe),  Cole  Wild,  Catherine  Winans,  Ann 
Williams,  Stephen  Williams,  David  Wolf, 
Mimi  Hoppe  Wolf  (MHW),  Barry  Zimmer.  O 
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Colorado  and  Wyoming  had  a warm  fall 
season,  with  August  statewide  tem- 
perature averages  much  above  normal 
and  the  balance  of  the  fall  season  above  nor- 
mal. The  aggregate  September-November 
temperature  ranking  for  both  states  was  the 
9th  warmest  in  113  years  of  record  keeping 
per  the  National  Climate  Data  Center.  Fortu- 
nately, precipitation  in  general  throughout  the 
Region  was  not  especially  lacking,  despite  the 
warm  conditions.  Both  states  saw  precipita- 
tion values  that  stayed  above  normal  in  Au- 
gust, hovered  above-  or  near-normal  in  Sep- 
tember and  October,  and  fell  below  normal  in 
November.  The  aggregate  Septem- 
ber-November precipitation  ranking  for  both 
states  was  near  normal.  According  to  the  U.S. 
Drought  Monitor,  abnormally  dry  conditions 
shifted  from  the  northern  and  western  por- 
tions of  Colorado  at  the  beginning  of  the  peri- 
od to  the  eastern  plains  of  the  state  by  the  end 
of  the  period,  with  the  remainder  of  the  state 
free  of  drought  categorization.  Much  of  west- 
ern Wyoming  began  the  period  in  severe 
drought,  with  patches  of  extreme  drought.  By 
the  end  of  the  period,  these  extreme  patches 
had  abated,  still  leaving  extensive  severe 
drought.  The  remainder  of  Wyoming  mostly 
had  moderate  drought  to  abnormally  dry  con- 
ditions throughout  the  period. 

Birding  highlights  included  two  potential 
hrst  state  records  and  a few  species  not 
recorded  in  the  state  for  decades  prior  to  this 
season.  Two  separate  six-figure  waterfowl 
counts  must  have  been  spectacles  to  behold 
in  person  and  were  gratifying  to  experience 
even  vicariously.  Shorebird  numbers  and  di- 
versity remained  poor  at  many  of  the  Region’s 
best  areas  due  to  high  reservoir  levels.  A sub- 
stantial irruption  of  montane  parids  and 


finches  swept  across  the  plains,  intersecting 
boreal  irruptive  species  late  in  the  season  to 
preview  an  interesting  mix  of  unusual  birds 
on  the  plains  in  the  winter.  Birders  in  the 
Craig,  Colorado  area  generated  an  unusual 
percentage  of  the  season’s  warbler  news  with 
an  epic  September. 

Abbreviations:  Chatheld  (Chatheld  Res.,  Jef- 
ferson/Douglas); Chico  (Chico  Basin  Ranch, 
Pueblo/El  Paso);  Crow  Valley  (Crow  Valley 
Campground,  Pawnee  N.G.,  Weld);  E.K.W.S.R 
(Edness  Kimball  Wilkins  S.P.,  Natrona,  WY). 
“West  Slope”  denotes  locations  w.  of  the 
Rockies.  Due  to  reporting  biases,  all  locations 
can  be  assumed  to  be  in  Colorado  except  that 
each  Wyoming  location  is  noted  as  such  the 
first  time  it  appears  in  the  text.  Because  most 
Regional  rarities  are  seen  by  many  observers, 
only  the  observer(s)  initially  Ending  and/or 
identifying  the  bird  are  noted. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

An  incredible  half-million  geese  were  report- 
ed from  Prewitt  Res.,  Washington/Logan  25 
Nov  (AS),  with  the  same  observer  reporting 
120,000  ducks  at  Jumbo  Res.,  Logat^Sedgwick 
on  the  same  date.  Black  Brant,  which  is  now 
virtually  annual  in  Colorado,  put  in  an  ap- 
pearance at  Boulder  Res.  14  Nov  (W.  Szeliga), 
accounting  for  the  hrst  Boulder  record  since 
1984.  Of  eight  reports  of  Trumpeter  Swan  and 
seven  of  Tundra  Swan  in  Colorado,  only  three 
were  documented:  2 Trumpeters  at  Standley 
L.,  Jefferson  22  Nov  (TS),  3 ad.  Tundras  at 
Baseline  Res.,  Boulder  4 Nov  (D.  & M.  Hill), 
and  18  Tundras  at  Chatheld  0K>  AS);  with  the 
recent  surge  of  swan  reports  in  the  state,  we 
anticipate  the  removal  of  both  species  from 
the  review  list.  A male  Wood  Duck  below  the 
dam  ad  DeWeese  Res.  19  Nov  (DS)  provided 
one  of  few  Custer  records,  whereas  a female 
Eurasian  Wigeon  at  Pueblo  Res.,  Pueblo  14 
Nov  (BKP)  would  provide  possibly  the  hrst 
record  of  its  sex  in  the  state.  An  apparent  di- 
azi  Mallard  was  at  Blanca,  Costilla  11  Nov 
(MP,  BSt,  S.  Ruano). 

Of  the  40  reports  of  scoters  (of  71  individ- 
uals)— 18  of  Surf  Scoter,  9 of  White-winged, 
and  13  of  Black — all  were  from  Colorado,  ex- 
cept for  the  single  Black  at  Soda  L.,  Natrona  4 
Nov  (CM).  Though  the  distribution  of  scoters 
within  the  Region  was  clearly  biased  by  the 
distribution  of  observers,  the  distribution 
within  Colorado  was  a bit  more  widespread 
than  typical  (that  is,  some  were  actually  lo- 
cated away  from  South  Park  and  e.  Colorado), 
with  Surf  being  found  in  Custer,  Jackson,  and 
Rio  Blanco;  White-winged  in  Mesa,  Moffat, 
and  Custer;  and  Black  in  Gunnison,  Jackson, 
and  Moffat.  Wyoming  got  more  into  the  Long- 


tailed Duck  showing,  with  2 of  11  Regional 
occurrences  splooshing  down  in  that  state, 
and,  oddly,  both  were  of  ad.  males  (in  Na- 
trona). The  only  other  truly  interesting  report 
was  of  another  ad.  male  at  Blue  Mesa  Res., 
Gunnison  26  Nov  (JB).  The  summering  male 
Common  Goldeneye  at  Big  Johnson  Res.,  El 
Paso  apparently  departed  after  8 Aug.  The 
highest  count  of  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  this 
season  was  of  30  (a  respectable  tally,  but  stay 
tuned  for  the  winter  report)  at  L.  Avery,  Rio 
Blanco  18  Nov  (DH,  E.  Hollowed).  A Com- 
mon Merganser  well  out  on  the  plains  at  Jum- 
bo Res.,  Logan  12  Aug  (TRL)  was  out  of  place 
for  the  date. 

A quite  incredible  total  of  10  Red-throated 
Loons  was  tallied  by  Colorado  birders,  with 
both  Cherry  Creek  Res.,  Arapahoe  and  Chat- 
held hosting  2 at  once  and  Union  Res.,  Weld 
hosting  2 in  Nov:  an  ad.  3-9  Nov  (NP  et  al.) 
and  a juv.  17  Nov  (AS  et  al.).  Unfortunately, 
only  half  of  them  were  documented.  Of  the  18 
reports  of  Pacihc  Loon  (all  from  Colorado), 


A wayward  Harris's  Hawk  caught  the  attention  of  Riverton, 
Fremont  County,  Wyoming  birders  31  October  (here) 
through  7 December  2007.  Photograph  by  Jim  Taylor. 


the  most  interesting  was  of  the  single  bird  at 
high-elevation  Taylor  Park  Res.,  Gunnison  in 
Nov  (L.  Powers).  Both  Aug  reports  of  Com- 
mon Loons  (from  El  Paso  and  Sedgwick)  were 
of  summering  birds  lingering  into  fall.  A juv. 
Yellow-billed  Loon  was  found  at  MacFarland 
L.,  in  montane  Jackson,  3 Nov  (AS),  providing 
a rare  record  away  from  the  Front  Range  edge. 
We  received  two  Aug  reports  of  Horned 
Grebes,  which  would  be  very  early,  but  we  are 
not  convinced  that  molting  and/or  juv.  Eared 
Grebes  were  not  misidentihed  in  either  case,  a 
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C H The  Region  has  one  accepted  record  of  Ross's  Gull,  that  of  an  ad.  at  Jumbo  Res.  28  Apr-7  May  1983.  Thus,  it  came 
completely  out  of  the  blue  that  not  one,  but  two,  reports  were  received  this  fall,  and  both  of  birds  in  definitive  basic 
plumage.  The  first  report  originated  from  John  Martin  Res.,  Bent  14  Oct,  when  Peterson  and  Percival  noted  a small,  pale  gull 
with  dark  wing  linings  and  a wedge-shaped  tail.  Exactly  two  weeks  later,  Schmoker  visited  Lagerman  Res.  and  was  shocked 
to  note  an  identical  bird.  Unfortunately,  in  both  instances,  the  bird  disappeared  before  other  birders  could  get  to  the  location, 
with  some  missing  the  bird  by  as  little  as  five  minutes.  Also  unfortunately,  photographs  were  not  obtained  in  either  instance. 
Fortunately,  all  observers  involved  are  proficient,  and  both  instances  have  been  documented.  Many  presume  that  the  same 
individual  accounts  for  both  sightings,  though  we  shall  see  what  the  records  committee  decides. 


One  of  only  two  jaegers  reported  in  Colorado  this  season,  this 
juvenile  Long-tailed  Jaeger  satisfied  observers  who  beat  the 
sunset  to  Boulder  Reservoir,  Boulder  County  on  the  evening 
of  1 3 September  2007.  Photograph  by  Thomas  Heinrich. 

common  error.  Horned  Grebes,  which  mi- 
grate later,  were  found  at  six  locations  on  the 
West  Slope,  certainly  more  than  is  typical. 
The  most  interesting  of  6 Red-necked  Grebes 
was  the  individual  on  Payne’s  Siding  Res., 
Delta  4-6  Nov  (J.  Reason). 

HERONS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

A Green  Heron  at  Wilson,  Teton  5 Nov  (fide 
BR)  would  be  incredibly  late  for  Wyoming.  A 
Turkey  Vulture  in  Denver,  Denver  15  Nov 
(PH)  was  quite  late.  Five  Nov  reports  of  Os- 
prey in  Colorado  is  mind-boggling;  hopefully, 
light-morph  ad.  male  Rough-legged  Hawks  do 
not  account  for  any  of  those.  Mississippi  Kite 
reports  away  from  known  or  suspected  breed- 
ing sites  include  3 along  Fountain  Cr.,  El  Paso 
on  three  occasions  18  Aug-8  Sep  Q-  Mariner, 
D.  Elwonger, ^de  K.  Pals),  with  as  many  as  3 
(2  ads.,  one  juv.)  on  the  first  date.  The  only  re- 
port of  Broad-winged  Hawk  away  from  e.  Col- 
orado was  of  2 at  Grand  Junction,  Mesa  24  Sep 
(C.  Bruskey),  a virtually  perfect  date  for  such 
an  occurrence.  A Swainson’s  Hawk  was  late  at 
the  Fox  Ranch,  Yuma  6 Oct  (TF). 

Eleven  reports  of  American  Golden-Plover 
are  more  than  typical,  but  all  came  from  the  e. 
plains,  as  expected.  A Semipalmated  Plover  at 
Craig,  Moffat  30  Aug  (FL)  was  from  usually 
shorebird-depauperate  nw.  Colorado.  A Black- 
necked Stilt  18  Oct-15  Nov  was  not  only  out 
of  place  at  Clifton,  Mesa  (AR)  but  was  also 
quite  late.  The  32  American  Avocets  27  Oct  at 
Cherry  Creek  Res.  (A.  HilO  was  a high  number 
for  so  late  and  a Greater  Yellowlegs  at  Mira- 
monte  Res.,  San  Miguel  11  Nov  (m.ob.)  was 


late  for  a non-winterer.  A Long-billed  Curlew 
at  Lagerman  Res.,  Boulder  21  Aug  (TF)  was 
unusual  so  close  to  the  Front  Range.  No  Rud- 
dy Turnstones  were  reported  this  fall,  but  the 
rarer  Red  Knot  was  found  six  times,  all  singles 
and  only  half  of  them  documented,  but  with 
the  basic-plumaged  individual  at  Orlando  Res, 
9-15  Sep  (DS)  providing  a first  for  Huerfano. 
Among  the  best  examples  of  the  poor  mud 
conditions  in  the  Region  this  season  was  that 
the  reported  high  counts  of  Semipalmated  and 
Western  Sandpipers  were  only  of  8 and  9 birds, 
respectively.  However,  there  were  five  reports 
(totaling  10  individuals)  of  Dunlin,  a bit  more 
than  typical.  The  only  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 
was  a juv.  at  Adobe  Creek  Res.,  Bent  13-14  Sep 
(BM).  Red  Phalaropes  were  found  in  decent 
numbers,  with  three  documented  sightings: 
single  juv.  (11  Sep)  and  basic-plumaged  (6-12 
Nov)  individuals  at  Cherry  Creek  Res.  (both 
GW)  and,  most  interestingly,  a juv.  at  Twin 
Lakes  20  Oct  (T.  Kalmbach)  that  would  pro- 
vide (p.a.)  a first  for  high-elevation  Lake. 

A second-cycle  Laughing  Gull  at  Jumbo 
Res.,  Sedgwick  15  Aug  (CW)  was  the  only 
member  of  its  species  found  in  the  Region 
this  season.  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  are  not  particu- 
larly common  in  nw.  Colorado,  so  2 at  Elk- 
head  Res.  15  Nov  (TL)  and  2 at  Rio  Blanco 
Res.,  Rio  Blanco  17  Nov  (DH)  are  of  interest. 
The  16  reports  (of  21  individuals)  of  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  is  a good  indicator  why  the 
species  is  accorded  “ho-hums”  in  Colorado 
anymore.  An  ad.  Glaucous  Gull  was  a sur- 
prise at  Pueblo  Res.  17  Nov  (BKP)  for  both  its 
age  and  the  somewhat  early  date.  An  ad. 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  returned  (?)  to 
Pueblo  Res.  10  Nov  (BKP)  and  was  present 
through  the  winter.  Because  many  birders 
find  it  odd  that  the  species  is  so  regular  and 
common  in  our  Region,  we  typically  report 
the  number  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  found  here  each 
fall.  This  season  produced  a very  good  show- 
ing, with  42  reports  of  86  individuals  (8 
Sep-31  Oct),  not  the  highest  counts  ever  for 
either  category,  but  not  all  that  far  from  them. 
A juv.  Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  document- 
ed from  Chatfield  21  Nov  (AS);  the  bird  may 
have  later  that  day  moved  to  Cherry  Creek 
Res.,  but  without  documentation  from  that 


location,  it  is  impossible  to  know  for  sure. 

Of  only  three  reports  of  Caspian  Tern,  the 
individual  at  L.  Estes,  Larimer  13  Sep  (S. 
Roederer)  was  of  greatest  interest.  Along  vnth 
the  good  shovHng  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  this  fall. 
Common  Terns  put  in  a large  number  of  ap- 
pearances, with  23  reports  spanning  24 
Aug-14  Oct.  A Least  Tern  was  well  outside  of 
typical  range  at  North  Poudre  Res.  #3,  Larimer 
15  Sep  (R.  Hopper).  The  only  documented 
jaeger  this  season  was  an  ad.  Long-tailed  28 
Aug  at  Claymore  L.,  Larimer  (ph.  K.  Ecton). 

DOVES  THROUGH  EMPIDONACES 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  have  made  it  to 
South  Jackson,  Teton,  WY,  with  4 there  24 
Aug  (SP).  We  received  only  seven  reports  of  9 
individual  White-winged  Doves  this  season; 
apparently,  the  large  wintering  bunch  in 
Pueblo  was  not  noted  until  Dec.  The  only  doc- 
umented Inca  Dove  outside  the  species’  two 
footholds  in  the  Region  was  at  Pueblo  West, 
Pueblo  17  Oct  (BKP).  Eastern  Screech-Owl’s 
distribution,  poorly  known  in  the  state  away 
from  the  South  Platte  drainage  in  e.  Colorado, 
became  a bit  better  known  when  one  re- 
sponded 16  Sep  to  call  playback  along  Horse 
Cr.  at  Hwy  94,  Lincoln  (MP  et  al.).  As  the 
species  is  rarely  recorded  on  the  West  Slope, 
Short-eared  Owls  in  Routt,  Montrose,  and 
Gunnison  this  fall  are  of  interest. 

The  summering  female  Magnificent  Hum- 
mingbird at  Crystal,  Gunnison  stayed  through 
at  least  4 Aug  (TM).  An  ad.  male  Ruby-throat- 
ed  Hummingbird  graced  feeders  in  Niwot  19- 
22  Aug  0-  Vanderpoel),  providing  a first  for 
well-worked  Boulder.  A Lewis’s  Woodpecker 
was  a surprise  at  the  Yampa  River  Preserve, 
Routt  30  Aug  (TL,  ph.  DH),  and  another  was 
nicely-photographed  not  too  far  away  at  Craig 
15-26  Sep  (FL,  ph.  DH).  Of  the  7 Yellow-bel- 
lied Sapsuckers  reported,  far  and  away  the 
one  of  most  interest  was  the  West  Slope  bird 
seen  at  Grand  Junction  3 Oct  (J.  Cooper). 
Conversely,  fairly  far  e.  was  an  ad.  male  Red- 
naped  Sapsucker  at  Bonny  Res.,  Yuma  7-8  Oct 
(MP  et  al.). 

Late  was  the  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  pho- 
tographed at  Hale  Ponds,  Yuma  13  Oct  (LS, 
TS);  record  late  for  w.  Colorado,  a Western 
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Northwestern  Colorado  had  an  enviable  list  of  fall  2007  warbler  highlights, 
particularly  in  Craig,  Moffat  County,  Colorado.  Among  the  luminaries  were  the 
county's  first  and  second  (here,  15  September)  Blue-winged  Warblers. 
Photograph  by  Dona  Hilkey. 


Wood-Pewee  was  at  Confluence  Park  in 
Delta,  Delta  7 Oct  (TM).  Casual,  a singing 
Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was  documented  at 
Chico,  El  Paso  13-16  Aug,  as  were  3 Alder 
Flycatchers,  in  El  Paso  and  Pueblo,  16-22  Aug 
(all  BM).  Late  for  nw.  Colorado,  a Hammond’s 
Flycatcher  was  in  Craig,  MoJJat  7 Oct  (FL). 
Migrant  Gray  Flycatchers  made  a good  show- 
ing across  the  e.  plains,  where  typically  quite 
rare  in  fall,  with  numerous  reports  from  Weld, 
Larimer,  El  Paso,  Pueblo,  and  Prowers  (m.ob.), 
including  one  very  late  bird  at  Chico,  Pueblo 
27  Oct  0-  Drummond).  A Cordilleran/Pacific- 
slope  Flycatcher  banded  near  Lyons,  Boulder 
20  Sep  (M.  Boswell)  sported  the  mensural  at- 
tributes of  Pacific-slope  Flycatcher.  There  are 
no  previously  accepted  records  of  the  species 
for  Colorado,  although  the  Colorado  B.R.C. 
will  be  reviewing  this  and  a previous  report 
(also  of  a banded  bird).  Other  “Western”  Fly- 
catchers (appropriately)  left  unidentified  to 
species  were  at  Last  Chance  19  Aug  (TRL,  LS) 
and  at  Prewitt  Res.  31  Aug  (MP,  BSt),  both 
Washington  and  e.  of  usual.  An  unidentified 
Empidonax  in  Denver  West,  Jefferson  1 1 Nov 
(M.  Chavez,  D.  Obrien)  was  extremely  late 
for  any  species  of  the  group. 

PHOEBES  THROUGH  NUTHATCHES 

Black  Phoebes  were  reported  into  the  winter 
period,  with  fall  reports  from  Montezuma,  Fre- 
mont, Pueblo,  and  Chaffee  (m.ob.).  Westerly 
Eastern  Phoebes  included  one  at  Valeo 
Ponds/Rock  Canyon,  Pueblo  6 Aug-9  Sep 
(BKP),  Colorado  City,  Pueblo  15  Sep  (DS), 
and  again  at  Valeo  Ponds  7 Oct  (BKP).  West 
of  normal,  a Great  Crested  Flycatcher  visited 
Colorado  City  18  Sep  (DS),  and  another  was 
reported  from  Chatfield,  Douglas  15  Sep  QK)- 
A Myiarchus  extensively  photographed  by 
Leatherman  at  Crow  Valley  9 Oct  matches  all 
field  criteria  for  Brown-crested  Flycatcher,  a 
species  previously  undocumented  in,  but  pre- 


dicted for,  Colorado.  A yellow- 
bellied  kingbird  reported  from 
Boulder  on  the  very  late  date  of 
2 Nov  0-  Hutchinson)  is  of  ex- 
treme interest,  as  Western  and 
Cassin’s  Kingbirds  are  typically 
absent  from  Colorado  after  mid- 
to  late  Sep,  but  Tropical  King- 
bird, a species  not  yet  detected 
in  the  state,  might  be  expected 
at  such  a late  date. 

A Bell’s  Vireo  was  reported 
without  details  well  w.  of  usual 
at  Hygiene,  Boulder  8 Sep  (T. 
Deininger).  Record  late  for  w. 
Colorado,  a Gray  Vireo  was  at 
Mack,  Mesa  9 Sep  (C.  Dodson); 
whether  the  species  is  truly  rare 
in  Sep  (or  just  not  detected  when  not  singing) 
is  debatable.  A Yellow-throated  Vireo  was  pho- 
tographed at  Chatfield,  Douglas  21  Sep  (GW, 
U.  Kingery)  and  represented  the  only  occur- 
rence this  fall.  In  Wyoming,  a Blue-headed 
Vireo  was  reported  from  E.K.W.S.P.  29  Aug 
(CM),  and  one  was  documented  in  Colorado, 
where  present  at  Two  Buttes  Res,  Baca  1 Sep 
(P.  Janzen).  A Philadelphia  Vireo  was  s.  of 
Lamar,  Prowers  16  Sep  OS),  representing  the 
only  documented  report  of  the  season.  Far  e, 
of  usual,  a flock  of  12  Steller’s  Jays  screamed 
through  Cottonwood  Canyon,  Baca  20  Oct  (S. 


Seltman,  T.  Cable).  Pinyon  Jays  spilled  slight- 
ly onto  the  plains,  with  reports  from  Douglas, 
Boulder,  Larimer,  Pueblo,  and  Broomfield.  A 
Barn  Swallow  at  2637  m at  Silverthorne,  Su?n- 
mit  12  Nov  (BSc)  was  very  late  for  anywhere 
in  the  state,  let  alone  the  high  mountains. 

WRENS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Carolina  Wrens  were  reported  during  Aug  at 
Canon  City  (RM),  Greenwood,  Custer  (RM), 
and  Cottonwood  Canyon,  Baca  (N.  Komar, 
M.  Resch).  East  and  a bit  n.  of  the  species’ 
Colorado  range,  a Bewick’s  Wren  visited  Crow 
Valley  28  Aug  (AS,  CW),  and  a House  Wren 
at  Colorado  City  18  Nov  (DS)  was  fairly  late. 
Winter  Wrens  are  rare  spring/fall  migrants 
and  winter  residents  in  Colorado,  with  occa- 
sional birds  establishing  singing  territories 
during  the  breeding  season  at  high  elevations. 
If  identified  correctly,  the  Winter  Wren  at 
Walden  Ponds,  Boulder  6 Aug  was  exception- 
ally early  for  such  a low  elevation  (PH);  4 oth- 
ers were  more  seasonal.  A Blue-gray  Gnat- 
catcher  was  very  late  in  Pueblo  30  Nov  (BKP), 
and  a Swainson's  Thrush  in  Craig,  Moffat  16 
Sep  (Luke)  was,  oddly,  record  late  for  the 
West  Slope;  the  species  is  regular  through  the 
2nd  week  of  Oct  on  the  plains.  Although  a re- 
view species  in  Colorado,  Sprague’s  Pipit  has 
recently  been  detected  annually  in  autumn  by 
birders  forming  human  nets  across  grasslands 


A Normally,  one  would  expect  to  find  Colorado's  Mountain  Chickadees,  Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  and  Pygmy 
Nuthatches  in  the  foothills  and  mountains  above  the  plains  and  riparian  habitats  of  the  e.  part  of  the  state.  This  fail, 
however,  all  three  species  staged  a strong  irruption  onto  the  e.  plains  of  the  state  and  beyond  into  neighboring  states.  Most 
noticeable  were  Mountain  Chickadees,  which  could  be  found  in  nearly  any  wooded  environment  (wind  breaks,  cemeteries, 
and  towns)  across  the  plains  counties.  They  became  so  prevalent  that  it  was  nearly  more  noteworthy  to  miss  them  than  it  was 
to  find  them  in  such  environments  on  fall  jaunts  to  the  plains.  Red-breasted  and  Pygmy  Nuthatches  were  found  in  smaller 
numbers  (particularly  the  latter)  and  at  fewer  locations.  While  Pygmy  Nuthatches  almost  certainly  came  from  the  local 
mountains,  the  provenance  of  plains  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  is  less  certain,  as  boreal  birds  also  staged  an  impressive  move- 
ment this  year.  A Morgan,  CO  report  of  a ne/som  White-breasted  Nuthatch  7 Nov  (DAL)  raises  suspicions  that  these  birds  also 
irrupted  eastward,  but  with  few  observers  reporting  the  species  to  the  subspecific  level,  that  hypothesis  is  harder  to  support. 


Aug  2006  - Jan  2007  Aug  2007  - Jan  2008 


In  comparing  eBird  data  from  2007-2008  with  the  previous  year's  data  in  fall  and  early  winter,  one  sees  the  irruption  of 
Mountain  Chickadees,  Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  and  Pygmy  Nuthatches  out  onto  Colorado's  Eastern  Plains.  Figure  by  Bill 
Schmoker  using  eBird  Maps  (www.ebird.org). 
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Showing  well  was  this  Rnsty  Blackbird,  conveniently  in 
front  of  a wildlife  viewing  platform  at  Cherry  Creek  Reser- 
voir, Douglas  County,  Colorado  on  3 November  2007. 
Photograph  by  Glean  Walbek. 

along  the  e.  edge  of  the  state.  In  2007,  3 were 
found  at  a traditional  location  near  Bonny 
Res.,  Yuma,  where  at  least  one  was  pho- 
tographed this  season  on  13  Oct  (LS,  N. 
Erthal,  m.ob.).  As  a forecast  of  things  to 
come,  Bohemian  Waxwings  began  arriving  in 
Colorado  in  mid-Nov,  where  first  reported  at 
Last  Chance  on  the  15th. 

Two  Blue-winged  Warblers  were  quite  far 
w.  at  Craig  7 Aug  and  15  Sep  (FL,  ph.  DH,  Y 
Zerbi)  and  provided  the  first  and  2nd  records 
for  Moffat.  Another  was  noted  from  Hatchet 
Ranch,  Pueblo  15  Sep  (BB  Hahn).  Somewhat 
late  for  the  Region  was  the  Orange-crowned 
Warbler  at  Las  Animas,  Bent  16  Nov  (D.  Nel- 
son), though  one  turned  up  in  winter. 
Nashville  Warbler  numbers  were  slightly 
above  par,  with  at  least  10  reported.  A bit  late 
was  the  Virginia’s  Warbler  at  Valeo  Ponds, 
Pueblo  7 Oct  (BKP).  Of  only  3 Northern  Paru- 
las,  the  most  significant  was  the  bird  far  nw.  at 
Craig  15  Sep  (FL,  DH).  Wyoming  hosted  a 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  on  22  Sep  at 
E.K.W.S.P.  (J&GL),  plus  Magnolia  Warblers 
there  on  30  Aug  (CM)  and  at  Platte  River 
Parkway,  Natrona  4 Oct  (B.  Walgren).  A first- 
fall  male  Blackburnian  Warbler  was  at  Rock 
Canyon,  Pueblo  9-10  Sep  (BKP),  and  a first- 
fall  female  Pine  Warbler  was  documented 
from  Lamar  14  Oct  (BKP,  MP);  just  a few 
years  ago,  the  latter  species  was  considered 
truly  rare,  but  the  past  few  years  have  provid- 
ed well  over  20  reports  of  the  species.  The  3 
Colorado  Palm  Warblers  was  a bit  low,  while 
the  51  Colorado  American  Redstarts  was  a bit 
more  than  typical,  and  with  one  quite  late  30 
Nov  at  Canon  City  (RM).  Rare  and  late  was 
the  ad.  male  Prothonotary  Warbler  at  Cope, 
Washington  13  Oct  (LS).  With  only  nine  pre- 
viously accepted  records,  the  Connecticut 
Warbler  at  Craig  12-15  Sep  (FL)  was  quite 
noteworthy  and  would  provide  (p.a.)  the  first 
West  Slope  record.  The  same  location  hosted 
a female  Hooded  Warbler  16-21  Sep  (FL),  a 


rare  find  for  the  West  Slope.  The  ad.  male  and 
juv.  from  the  Hooded  Warbler  nesting  at 
Canon  City  this  summer  were  last  reported 
12  Aug  (RM).  Although  rare  to  uncommon  in 
spring,  Summer  Tanagers  are  much  less  abun- 
dant in  autumn  in  Colorado,  so  the  3 report- 
ed this  fall  were  of  interest,  particularly  the 
individual  at  Gateway  17  Sep  (B.  Wright,  CD) 
that  established  only  the  2nd  record  for  well- 
birded  and  West  Slope  Mesa. 

Locally  rare,  Canyon  Towhees  were  at 
Chico,  El  Paso  18  Sep  and  6 Nov  (BM).  Al- 
though regular  on  the  e.  plains,  Clay-colored 
Sparrow  is  rare  on  the  West  Slope;  the  bird 
seen  at  Meeker,  Rio  Blanco  23  Sep  was  thus  of 
note.  Quite  late  was  the  Brewer’s  Sparrow  at 
Pueblo  West,  Pueblo  9 Nov  (BKP);  record  late 
for  the  West  Slope  was  the  Lark  Sparrow  at 
Sweitzer  L.,  Delta  23  Nov  (A.  Robinsong);  and 
merely  late  was  the  Lark  Bunting  near  Lamar 
26  Nov  (JS).  A Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 
documented  from  the  Fox  Ranch,  Yuma  6 Oct 
(TF,  BSc)  would  (p.a.)  provide  only  the  3rd 
Colorado  record  and  the  first  since  1973.  Fox 
Sparrows  of  any  form  are  rare  on  the  plains  of 
Colorado,  so  a Slate-colored  photographed  at 
Standley  L.,  Jefferson  6 Oct  (TS,  ph.  LS)  and  a 
Red  photographed  at  Bonny  Res.  13  Oct  (ph. 
LS,  TS)  are  of  extreme  interest.  Establishing 
the  first  record  for  San  Miguel,  a White-throat- 
ed Sparrow  was  present  at  Norwood  23-24 
Nov  (G.  Steele).  Also  westerly  was  the  Harris’s 
Sparrow  in  Durango,  La  Plata  10  Nov  (H.  & R. 
Morris).  Late  and  rare  for  its  location,  a Mc- 
Cown’s  Longspur  was  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  at 
Smith  Res.,  Costilla  11  Nov  (MP  et  al).  Late 
were  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  near 
Lamar  13-17  Nov  (L.  & I.  Paulsen)  and  at  Fort 
Collins  15-17  Nov  (A.  Panjabi). 

The  11  Rusty  Blackbirds  reported  across  e. 
Colorado  in  Nov  was  a respectable  number 
(m.ob.).  Ad.  male  Baltimore  Orioles  were  w. 
of  usual  in  Natrona,  WY  30  Aug  O&CL)  and 
at  Chico,  El  Paso,  CO  9 Sep  (BM).  The  Bul- 
lock’s Oriole  at  Lamar  26  Nov  (DAL)  was  ex- 
ceptionally late.  A few  Cassin’s  Finches  emi- 
grated to  the  Plains,  with  reports  from  El 
Paso,  Weld,  Lincoln,  Washington,  Pueblo,  and 
Prowers.  Good  numbers  of  Red  Crossbill 
dropped  onto  the  Plains  and  lowlands  of  w. 
Colorado,  with  the  earliest  coming  from  a pri- 
vate ranch  in  Cheyenne  26  Aug  (MP,  L.  Ed- 
wards). Despite  the  apparently  large  flight 
into  the  Lower  48  (including  one  in  New 
Mexico!),  only  one  Common  Redpoll  was 
discovered  in  the  Region,  that  being  from 
Jackson  3 Nov  (AS).  Like  many  montane 
species.  Evening  Grosbeaks  pushed  eastward 
(or  southward?),  with  small  groups  seen  on 
the  plains  in  Cheyenne,  Douglas,  Pueblo,  and 
Bent  during  the  period. 


llMD0CUiEf^TEDRE¥IEW  SPECIES 

The  Colorado  B.R.C.  has  received  no  docu- 
mentation on  the  following:  Trumpeter  Swan: 
Larimer  in  Oct;  Park,  Larimer  (twice),  Garfield, 
Routt,  and  Huerfano  in  Nov;  Tundra  Swan:  Park 
in  Oct  and  Nov;  Moffat,  Boulder,  and  Huerfano 
(twice)  in  Nov;  Red-throated  Loon:  Arapahoe, 
Park,  and  Jefferson/Douglas  in  Nov;  Reddish 
Egret:  Boulder  in  Sep;  White  Ibis:  Arapahoe  in 
Sep;  White-tailed  Kite:  El  Paso  or  Pueblo  in 
Nov;  Common  Black-Hawk:  Fremont  in  Sep 
and  Oct;  Red  Knot:  Bent,  Morgan,  and  Sedg- 
wick in  Oct;  Red  Phalarope:  Boulder  in  Sep; 
Long-tailed  Jaeger:  Boulder  in  Sep;  Mew  Gull: 
Arapahoe  and  Pueblo  in  Nov;  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull:  Kiowa  in  Nov;  Black-legged  Kitti- 
wake:  Arapahoe  in  Nov;  Inca  Dove:  Yuma  in 
Sep  and  Oct;  Eastern  Wood-Pewee:  El  Paso  in 
Aug,  Weld  in  Sep;  Alder  Flycatcher:  El  Paso 
and  Lincoln  in  Aug;  Blue-headed  Vireo:  Prow- 
ers, El  Paso,  Kiowa,  and  Jefferson  in  Sep,  Delta 
in  Oct;  Sprague’s  Pipit:  El  Paso  in  Oct;  Black- 
burnian Warbler:  Arapahoe  in  Sep;  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler:  Washington  in  Aug;  Pine 
Warbler:  Kit  Carson,  Jefferson,  Larimer,  Bent, 
Yuma,  and  Washington  in  Sep,  Yuma  in  Oct,  and 
Jefferson  (twice)  in  Nov;  Kentucky  Warbler: 
Larimer  in  Aug;  Mourning  Warbler:  Jefferson  in 
Aug,  Otero,  Cheyenne,  and  Boulder  in  Sep;  East- 
ern Towhee:  Logan  in  Aug  and  Yuma  in  Oct;  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow:  Yuma  in  Oct;  Eastern  Mead- 
owlark: Yuma  in  Oct;  Purple  Finch:  Sedgwick 
in  Oct,  Bent  and  El  Paso  in  Nov. 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Jim  Beatty  (sw.  Colorado),  Coen  Dexter 
(w.-cen.  Colorado),  Doug  Faulkner 
(Wyoming),  Ted  Floyd,  Paula  Hansley,  Joey 
Kellner,  Gloria  and  Jim  Lawrence  (statewide 
RBA,  Wyoming),  David  A.  Leatherman,  Tony 
R.  Leukering,  Tom  Litteral,  Forrest  Luke  (nw. 
Colorado),  Bill  Maynard,  Tom.  McConnell, 
Terry  McEneaney  (Yellowstone),  Chris 
Michelson  (Casper, -WY),  Rich  Miller,  Susan 
Patla  (Jackson,  WY),  Brandon  K.  Percival  (se. 
Colorado),  Mark  Peterson,  Bert  Raynes  (Jack- 
son,  WY),  Bill  Schmoker  (Colorado  Front 
Range),  Lany  Semo  (ne.  Colorado),  David 
Silverman,  Tim  Smart,  Andrew  Spencer,  Brad 
Steger  (Bst),  Jane  Stulp,  Glenn  Walbek  (n.- 
cen.  Colorado),  Cole  Wild.  Many  other  indi- 
vidual observers  contributed  information  to 
this  report  but  could  not  be  acknowledged 
here;  they  have  our  appreciation.  O 


Lawrence  S=  Semo,  9054  Dover  Street 
Westminster,  Colorado  80021,  (lsemo@swca.com) 
Tony  Leykering,  P.O.  Box  660 
Brighton,  Colorado  80601,  (greatgrayowl@aol.com) 
Bill  Schmoker,  3381  Larkspur  Drive 
Longmont,  Colorado  80503,  (bill@schmoker.org) 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


David  Trochlel! 


The  autumn  season  began  with  unusual- 
ly warm  and  dry  weather  but  shifted  to 
fairly  normal  temperatures  and  increas- 
ing precipitation  by  mid-season.  While  shore- 
bird  and  waterfowl  migration  seemed  fairly 
typical,  widespread  movements  of  Steller’s  Jays 
and  both  Red-breasted  and  White-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  notable.  An  amazing  array  of 
rarities  made  the  season  especially  memorable. 

Abbreviations:  A.ER.  (American  Falls  Res., 
Bingham  and  Power,  ID);  Latilong  (area  encom- 
passed by  one  degree  latitude  and  one  degree 
longitude  used  in  mapping  bird  distribution  in 
both  Idaho  and  Montana);  L.P.  (Idaho  B.O.’s 
banding  station  at  Lucky  Peak,  near  Boise). 

GEESE  THROUGH  GULLS 

Idaho  reported  extralimital  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  at  Mann  L.  6-27  Oct  (TG)  and  in 
Fremont  15  Nov  (CW).  The  only  Cackling 
Goose  report  was  a single  hutchinsii  in  Boise,  ID 
25  Nov  (JC).  A Tundra  Swan  in  Somers,  MT  6 
Aug  (DC)  was  either  a record-early  migrant  or 
had  summered  there.  Eurasian  Wigeons  were 
scarce,  with  only  3 reported  in  Idaho.  It  was  a 
banner  year  for  scoters,  with  34  Surfs  and  14 
White-wingeds  recorded.  The  highlight  duck  of 
the  season  was  a Black  Scoter,  about  w.  Mon- 
tana’s 5th,  near  Georgetown  12  Nov  (NK,  GS). 
The  5 Long-tailed  Ducks  reported  represented 
an  average  fall  total.  Only  4 Pacific  Loons  were 
sighted,  the  lowest  count  in  over  a decade. 
Record  late  by  nearly  two  months  was  a Turkey 
Vulture  near  Emigrant,  MT  16-30  Nov  (MM). 
An  Osprey  near  Ennis  L.,  MT  2 Nov  (]P)  was 
the  latest  in  Latilong  38  by  nearly  three  weeks. 
With  only  six  accepted  records  for  Red-shoul- 
dered Hawk  in  Idaho,  singles  at  L.P  24  Sep 
(tKW)  and  in  Burley  7 Oct  (ph.,  tGM)  were 
noteworthy.  Raptor  watchers  at  L.P.  made  an 
above  average  count  of  20  Broad-winged  Hawks 
9-26  Sep  QC),  but  this  was  overshadowed  by  an 


Idaho  & Western  Montana 


incredible  record  kettle  of  13  recorded  in  Gal- 
latin, MT  28  Sep  (MMy).  The  only  Gyrfalcon 
was  in  Madison,  ID  30  Nov  (DCl). 

Six  American  Golden-Plovers  represented  an 
average  fall  count.  Two  Red  Knots  at  A.ER.  18 
Sep  (tCT)  were  newsworthy,  as  Idaho  has  only 
one  accepted  record.  Above  par  were  reports  of 
4 rare  Short-billed  Dowitchers  12-24  Aug.  Ca- 
sual Red  Phalaropes  were  reported:  one  in 
Kootenai  15  Sep  (p.a.,  ph.,  tJBr)  will  be  Idaho’s 
7th,  and  another  was  reported  near 
Stevensville,  MT  25-27  Sep  (DC).  A Pomarine 
Jaeger  near  Rexburg  8 Oct  (p.a.,  tCW)  would 
be  Idaho’s  2nd  record.  A few  Long-tailed 
Jaegers  showed  up:  one  in  Kootenai  1 Sep  (p.a., 
ph.,  JDA)  is  anticipated  to  gamer  Idaho’s  5th 
record,  and  another  was  seen  in  Lake,  MT  6-7 
Sep  (CB).  Also  noted  were  4 unidentified 
jaegers,  most  at  Flathead  L.,  MT  10-29  Sep 
(DC).  The  rare  Pacific  Coast  larid  count  was 
above  average,  with  2 Mew,  12  Thayer’s,  and  4 
Glaucous-winged  Gulls  reported.  It  was  likely 
the  best  year  ever  for  rare-but-regular  Sabine’s 
Gulls,  with  at  least  34  recorded. 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Both  states  reported  single  Band-tailed  Pigeons, 
with  one  in  Boise,  ID  21  Sep  (SW)  and  another 
nicely  documented  near  Emigrant,  MT  5-7  Oct 
(ph.  KB).  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  are  hardly 
news  anymore,  but  a flock  of  35  near  Three 
Forks,  MT  27  Oct  (EH)  was  surprisingly  large. 
A vagrant  White-winged  Dove  stopped  in 
Stevensville,  MT  8-14  Aug  (SF),  and  another  or 
perhaps  the  same  bird  was  in  East  Missoula, 
MT  21  Aug  (CM).  The  Northern  Hawk  Owl 
near  Rexburg  9-26  Nov  (p.a.,  ph.,  KH,  NM, 


On  9 (here  15)  November  2007,  Montana  birders  Kathryn 
Hiastand  and  Neal  Miller  discovered  a Northern  Hawk  Owl 
at  a county  park  near  Rexburg  in  southeastern  Idaho.  The 
bird  drew  in  many  visitors  during  its  18-day  stay,  owing  to 
its  rarity  and  unlikely  occurrence  so  far  south  of  its  usual 
boreal  haunts  in  Idaho's  panhandle  and  Montana's  Glacier 
National  Park.  The  owl  represented  a first  record  in  Latilong 
22  and  provides  a second  verified  Idaho  record.  It  also  rep- 
resented the  Region's  southernmost  verified  report  of  the 
species.  Phatogmph  by  Damn  Clark. 


TCW)  will  likely  represent  Idaho’s  2nd  record, 
a first  for  Latilong  22,  and  the  Region’s  south- 
ernmost report  ever.  There  were  at  least  three 
reports  of  Anna’s  Hummingbird  in  w.  Montana. 
A potential  2nd  for  Idaho  was  the  Eastern 
Phoebe  near  Ashton  24  Aug  (p.a.,  TCW).  Only 
5 Blue  Jays  were  seen  in  Idaho,  the  lowest  fall 
total  in  many  years.  A Purple  Martin  in  Man- 
hattan, MT  2 Sep  (A&DG)  represented  the  Gal- 
latin Valley’s  4th  record.  Extralimital  Bewick’s 
Wrens  occurred  near  Boise,  ID  4 Sep  (JB)  and 
Missoula,  MT  11  Sep  (BW).  If  accepted,  a care- 
fully described  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  at 
Minidoka  N.W.R.  28  Sep  (p.a.,  tSB)  will  bring 
in  Idaho’s  first  record.  A Brown  Thrasher  near 
Three  Forks,  MT  8 Sep  (EH)  established  a first 
record  for  Latilong  38. 

It  was  a mediocre  season  for  rare-but-ex- 
pected warblers,  with  reports  of  3 Tennessee 
Warblers,  one  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  4 
Blackpoll  Warblers,  one  Black-and-white  War- 
bler, and  one  Ovenbird.  Less  expected  were 
out-of-range  Black-throated  Gray  Warblers  at 
L.P  19  Aug  (JC)  and  in  Boise,  ID  26  Aug  (LU). 
A potential  3rd  Idaho  record  was  a Hooded 
Warbler  in  Canyon  25  Aug  (p.a.,  TBC).  An  out- 
of-range  Black-throated  Sparrow  near  Boise,  ID 
5 Aug  (BA)  was  noteworthy.  Numbers  of  the 
rarer  Zonotrichia  sparrows  were  low,  with  only 
5 White-throated,  9 Golden-crowned,  and  4 
Harris’s  Sparrows  reported.  Notable  cardinalid 
reports  included  a Blue  Grosbeak  at  A.ER.  20 
Aug  (DN,  BO)  and  an  Indigo  Bunting  near  Ash- 
ton, ID  7 Sep  (CW).  A rare  Rusty  Blackbird, 
less  than  annual,  was  nicely  documented  near 
Bozeman,  MT  5 Nov  (ph.,  EH,  RW).  The  only 
Great-tailed  Crackle  report  was  in  Nampa,  ID 
10  Nov  (CH).  A Purple  Finch  in  Blackfoot  5-6 
Oct  (p.a.,  TBC)  would  furnish  just  the  3rd 
record  for  Idaho.  Another  Purple  was  also 
recorded  in  Somers,  MT  24  Nov  (DC),  where 
they  are  not  as  unusual. 

Contributors:  (subregional  editors  in  boldface): 
IDAHO:  Bruce  Ackerman,  Dan  Audet,  John 
Battalio,  Steve  Bouffard,  Jonathan  Brennecke 
(JBr),  Kathleen  Cameron,  Jay  Carlisle,  Brian 
Carrigan,  Darren  Clark  (DCl),  Terry  Gray, 
Kathryn  Hiestand,  Cheryl  Huizinga,  Gunther 
Matschke,  Neal  Miller,  Dan  Newman,  Bruce  Os- 
tyn,  Shirley  Sturts,  Chuck  Trost,  Lewis  Ulrey, 
Spencer  Walters,  Cliff  Weisse,  Kyle  Wright,  Poo 
Wright-Pulliam.  MONTANA:  Kelly  Berger, 
Charles  Blem,  Dan  Casey,  Sid  Frissell,  Andrew 
and  Danny  Gutenberg,  Ed  Harper,  Nate  Kohler, 
Craig  Messerman,  Melanie  Moroney,  Mike  My- 
ers (MMy),  John  Parker,  Don  Skaar,  Gary 
Swant,  Robin  Wolcott,  Brian  Williams.  © 
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ry  and  warm  was  the  weather  theme 
for  autumn  2007,  but  habitat  condi- 
tions remained  generally  favorable 
for  birds  nearly  statewide.  The  season  was 
marked  by  conspicuous  lowland  incursions 


Dy  several  species  groups,  Dut  some  migrant 
grassland  and  shrubland  species  were  scarce. 
Among  numerous  rarities  was  the  state’s  hrst 
conhrmed  Common  Redpoll. 

Abbreviations:  B.L.N.W.R.  (Bitter  Lake 
N.W.R.);  Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache 
N.W.R.);  E.B.L.  (Elephant  Butte  L.);  Maxwell 
(Maxwell  N.W.R.  and  vicinity);  MSB  (Muse- 
um of  Southwestern  Biology);  N.R.T.  (n.  Roo- 
sevelt migrant  trap  west  of  Melrose);  RO. 
Canyon  (Post  Office  Canyon,  Peloncillo 
Mts.);  R.G.N.C.  (Rio  Grande  Nature  Center, 
Albuquerque);  R.G.Y  (Rio  Grande  Valley); 
R.S.  (Rattlesnake  Springs  and  vicinity,  Eddy); 
W.S.M.R.  (White  Sands  Missile  Range). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

The  ad.  Trumpeter  Swan  lurking  in  the  Jicar- 
illa  lakes  area  since  May  was  at  Hayden  L.  5 
Aug  (ph.  NH),  Enbom  L.  5 Oct  (MW),  and 
Stone  L.  in  late  Nov  (ph.  T.  Watts);  it  has  been 
revealed  as  the  progeny  of  a captive  pair  held 
at  nearby  Pagosa  Springs,  CO  since  2004  or 
earlier.  Three  Tundra  Swans  reached  Springer 
L.  by  17  Nov  (CB).  Noteworthy  Wood  Ducks 
included  166  on  the  river  below  Cochiti  Dam 
4 Oct  (MW)  and  60  at  Caballo  L.  16  Nov 
(MW).  A strong  Surf  Scoter  season  produced 
one  at  Angel  Fire’s  Monte  Verde  L.  18-22  Oct 
(ph.  J.  Duke,  ph.  DC),  one  at  Stubblefield  L. 
22  Oct  (ph.  DC)  and  up  to  2 there  5-13  Nov 
(m.ob.,  ph.  Mil,  ph.  DC),  plus  singles  at 
Maxwell  10  Nov  QEP,  WW,  MB),  Charette  L. 
28  Oct-5  Nov  (ph.  CW,  MH),  Cochiti  L.  21 
Oct  (ph.  WH),  and  Sunland  Park  25  Nov 
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QNP,  MS,  ph.  JZ).  Single  Black  Scoters  were 
an  ad.  male  at  Eagle  Nest  L.  28  Oct  (ph.  CW) 
and  an  imm.  shot  by  a hunter  at  Stubblefield 
L.  11  Nov  (fide  MH;  *MSB);  these  represent 
the  7th  and  8th  New  Mexico  records.  Four 
Dusky  Grouse  were  above  treeline  on  Santa 
Fe  Baldy  3 Sep  (ph.  JPB).  A Montezuma  Quail 
was  n.  to  the  Datil  Mts.  9 Sep  QH),  the  first  re- 
port from  that  range  in  many  decades;  others 
of  note  were  6 along  San  Vicente  Cr.  in  Silver 
City  26  Nov  QB),  9 in  the  Cooke’s  Peak  area 
3 & 19  Nov  (LM),  and  6 in  Tanbark  Canyon 
near  Bonito  L.  8 Oct  (P  McCasland).  A Pacific 
Loon  at  Stubblefield  L.  16-24  Nov  (JEP,  WW, 
NP,  ph.  MB)  provided  the  lone  report.  Single 
Horned  Grebes  were  w.  to  Farmington  L.  24 
Nov  (CGL)  and  Bill  Evans  L.  14  Sep  and  10 
Oct  (RS).  A Red-necked  Grebe  put  in  a brief 
appearance  at  Caballo  L.  13  Oct  QNP,  MS, 
JZ).  At  least  5 ad.  Eared  Grebes  were  tending 
chicks  at  Stubbleheld  L.  22  Aug  (ph.  DC). 

Neotropic  Cormorant  continued  to  show 
recovery,  with  9 at  Bosque  12  Nov  (RD),  8 at 
E.B.L.  16  Nov  (RD),  5 at  Anapra  17  Nov 
(CGL),  and  25  at  Sunland  Park  25  Nov  (MS, 
JZ).  Single  American  Bitterns 
were  at  R.G.N.C.  9 Sep  (m.ob.), 

B.L.N.W.R.  on  various  dates  12 
Aug-31  Oct  (CB,  JMH),  and 
Bosque  20  Nov  (WH).  A Red- 
dish Egret  strayed  n.  to  Springer 
L.  14-25  Sep  (ph.  DC,  ph.  JPB, 

MH,  CR).  Noteworthy  Cattle 
Egrets  counts  were  500  at  Belen 
QEP)  and  250  at  Chamberino 
(CGL)  23  Sep  and  262  near  Vado 
25  Aug  (CGL).  An  ad.  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron  was  at 
Tatum  31  Aug  OEP,  WW),  the 
4th  consecutive  year  for  the 
species  there.  A Turkey  Vulture 
was  late  at  Mesilla  Park  2 Nov 
(CGL).  White-tailed  Kite  was 
much  in  evidence  in  the  Animas  Valley,  in- 
cluding 4 ads.  near  the  town  of  Animas  3 Nov 
(MH)  and  ads.  and  juvs.  in  two  general  local- 
ities (X-T  Camp  and  Dunagan  Crossing)  in 
the  middle  valley  Aug-Nov  (m.ob.,  ph.  CGL, 
ph.  JO).  An  ad.  Common  Black-Hawk  was  n. 
to  Santa  Rosa  25  Aug  QEP),  and  an  apparent 
one  was  along  Trigg  Road,  e.  San  Miguel  15 
Aug  (MM);  an  imm.  at  Silver  City  13  Aug  (ph. 
JB)  likely  was  produced  locally;  a migrating 
ad.  was  roosting  at  Rodeo  14  Oct  (RW).  A 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  was  described  at  Lov- 
ington  27  Nov  (WW).  One  to  2 ad.  Gray 
Hawks  continued  at  R.S.  through  9 Sep  (CR, 
BN,  SW).  Early  was  a Rough-legged  Hawk 
near  Springer  27  Oct  (MB,  JEP,  WW).  Excep- 
tionally early  was  a Merlin  n.  of  Dusty,  w.  So- 
corro  5 Aug  (CR);  next  to  arrive  were  singles 


near  Clayton  L.  8 Sep  (LS)  and  at  Sumner  L. 
9 Sep  CWH).  Several  recently  released  Aplo- 
mado  Falcons  were  noted  at  Bosque  during 
the  period. 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  DOVES 

A Black-bellied  Plover  was  early  at  Holloman 
L.  4 Aug  (CGL,  MS,  ph.  JZ);  late  were  2 at 
B.L.N.W.R.  14  Nov  (JMH).  An  American 
Golden-Plover  was  at  B.L.N.W.R.  14  Sep  OEP, 
WW).  A Semipalmated  Plover  was  late  at  Mi- 
ami L.  30  Nov  (DC).  West  of  usual  areas  was 
an  American  Avocet  at  seldom-visited  Zuni 
Salt  L.,  Catron  15  Nov  OH).  A high  26  Upland 
Sandpipers  were  e.  of  Tucumcari  14  Aug  (CR); 
one  to  4 were  at  10  additional  locales  in  seven 
counties  from  the  R.G.V.  eastward  4 Aug-9 
Sep  (m.ob.).  An  impressive  900  Long-billed 
Curlews  were  in  alfalfa  at  Otis  21  Oct  (SW). 
Late  was  a Marbled  Godwit  at  Maxwell  27  Oct 
OEP,  WW,  MB).  A Red  Knot  was  at  Bosque  5- 
8 Sep  (ph.  NP,  ph.  JO,  ph.  JPB,  m.ob.);  there 
are  about  three  dozen  credible  New  Mexico 
reports,  almost  half  of  them  in  Sep.  Latest 
Sanderlings  were  2 at  Springer  L.  13  Oct  OPB) 


and  one  there  15  Oct  (DC).  Briefly  detailed 
were  single  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  w.  to 
Bosque  25  Aug  (CB)  and  Deming  26  Aug  and 
8 Sep  (LM).  Noteworthy  at  2500  m were  3 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  at  Eagle  Nest  L.  25  Sep 
(ph.  DC);  the  season’s  high  count  was  5 near 
Bernardo  14  Sep  (NP).  A Dunlin  found  the 
“Border  Patrol  Playa”  in  the  desert  w.  of  Las 
Cruces  8 Oct  (ph.  CGL,  MS,  ph.  JZ),  and  2 
were  at  Brantley  L.  20  Oct  (JO).  Stilt  Sand- 
pipers in  the  w.  were  singles  in  the  Fluorite 
Ridge  area  n.  of  Deming  18  Sep  (LM)  and  at 
Lordsburg  Playa  27  Aug  (LM).  Providing  a 
Colfax  first  was  a Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  at 
Springer  L.  14  Sep  (ph.  DC)  and  nearby  Stub- 
blefield L.  18-22  Sep  (ph.  DC,  ph.  JPB,  ph. 
MB,  ph.  JO,  m.ob.);  there  are  fewer  than  a 
dozen  credible  state  records.  Short-billed 
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Dancing  for  its  dinner,  this  Reddish  Egret  was  north  to  Springer  Lake,  Colfax 
County,  New  Mexico  14  (here)  through  25  September  2007;  the  species  has 
been  annual  in  the  state  since  2000.  Photograph  byDavidJ.  Cleary. 


NEW  MEXICO 


With  fewer  than  a dozen  credible  reports,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  is  a rare 
treat  in  New  Mexico.  This  one  was  at  Stubblefield  Lake,  Colfax  County  18-23 
(here  21)  September  2007.  Photograph  by  David  J.  Cleary. 


Dowitcher  is  rarely  reported  satisfactorily  in 
New  Mexico,  so  noteworthy  were  definitive 
photographs  of  at  least  one  juv.  at  Springer  L. 
24-26  Sep  (ph.  DC,  JPB),  one  juv.  on  Vermejo 
Ranch  near  Cimarron  26  Sep  (ph.  DC),  and 
one  juv.  at  Lordsburg  Playa  19  Sep  (ph.  WH). 
Red-necked  Phalarope  was  widespread  and 
numerous  statewide;  the  high  count  was  110 
at  Stubblefield  L.  22-23  Sep  (CR,  MH,  NP). 
Red  Phalarope  made  an  especially  strong 
showing,  with  singles  at  Stubblefield  L.  18-25 
Sep  (ph.  DC),  Clovis  11  Sep  (WW),  Luis 
Lopez  3-14  Sep  (MH,  ph.  NP,  ph.  JO,  ph.  CGL, 
ph.  DC,  ph.  JPB,  m.ob.),  and  Bosque  5-8  Sep 
(NP,  MH,  JO,  ph.  JPB,  ph.  CGL,  CB). 

Stray  Laughing  Gulls  were  a first-cycle  bird 
at  Stubblefield  L.  22  Aug  (DC)  and  a second- 
cycle  at  Wagon  Mound  16  Sep  (ph.  NH).  Cal- 
ifornia Gull  concentrations  numbered  80  at 
Eagle  Nest  L.  1 Sep  (ph.  DC)  and  20  at  Heron 
L.  10  Nov  (MB);  early  for  the  s.  were  2 ads.  at 
Deming  3 Aug  (LM).  Single  imm.  Mew  Gulls 
were  at  Stubblefield  L.  16-19  Oct  (ph.  DC) 
and  Sunland  Park  19  Nov-r  (ph.  JNR  ph.  BZ, 
m.ob.).  A first-winter  Thayer’s  Gull  was 
among  the  Sunland  Park  gull  flock  26-27  Nov 
(ph.  BZ,  JNP,  MS,  JZ,  CGL).  Unexpected  was 
an  ad.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  Eagle 
Nest  L.  22  Sep  (ph.  DC),  and  a first-cycle  bird 
was  at  Sunland  Park  26  Nov-i-  (ph.  BZ,  JNP, 
MS,  ph.  JZ,  CGL);  these  represent  the  3rd  and 
4th  unequivocal  New  Mexico  records.  Histor- 
ically scarce,  Sabine’s  Gull  is  now  an  expected 
and  conspicuous  fall  migrant,  and  this  season 
was  no  exception,  with  over  30  individuals 
reported  from  15  sites  in  13  counties  in  the 
period  14  Sep-3  Nov;  notable  were  2 w.  to  El 
Malpais  N.M.  16  Sep  (C.  Grimes)  and  one  at 
Deming  3 Oct  (LM),  single  ads.  at  Sumner  L. 
15-16  Sep  OEP,  WW,  CGL)  and  Clovis  17-18 
Sep  (CW,  WW),  and  a road-killed  one  near 
Lamy  30  Sep  (A.  Johnson,  *MSB),  plus  high 
counts  of  6 at  Stubblefield  L.  18  Sep  (ph.  DC), 
4 each  at  Springer  L.  21-25  Sep  (ph.  DC,  ph. 


MH,  m.ob.) — where  one  lin- 
gered until  2-3  Nov  (ph.  DC, 
JEP)— and  Las  Vegas  N.W.R.  14 
Sep  QPB),  and  3 each  at  Wagon 
Mound  23  Sep  (JO)  and  Santa 
Rosa  L.  22  Sep  QEP). 

Unusually  late.  Least  Terns 
were  still  tending  small  chicks 
at  B.L. N.W.R.  into  Aug,  with  3 
chicks  fledging  after  23  Aug;  for 
the  season,  10  of  11  pairs  there 
hatched  chicks,  of  which  11 
eventually  fledged  Q-  Mont- 
gomery). A Caspian  Tern  was  at 
E.B.L.  31  Aug  and  18  Sep  (ph. 
JO).  Black  Terns  were  in  evi- 
dence from  the  R.G.V  eastward 
4 Aug-25  Sep;  high  counts  were  110  at  Stub- 
blefield L.  9 Sep  (DC),  87  at  Brantley  L.  28 
Aug  (RD),  and  50  each  at  Sumner  L.  15  Sep 
(CGL)  and  B.L.N.W.R.  23  Aug  QMH).  Small 
numbers  of  Common  Terns  were  at  seven 
sites  in  as  many  counties  24  Aug-21  Oct,  in- 
cluding at  least  4 at  E.B.L.  21  Sep  QO)  and  3 
each  at  Sumner  L.  29  Sep  QEP,  WW)  and  Clo- 
vis 5 Oct  OEP,  WW);  nicely  documented  were 
singles  at  Cochiti  L.  7 Oct  (ph.  MW)  and  Hol- 
loman L.  16  Sep  (ph.  CGL). 

Band-tailed  Pigeons  where  rarely  reported 
were  one  in  the  Ortiz  Mts.  22  Sep  (LS),  2 in 
the  Oscura  Mts.  4 Oct  (CGL),  and  one  in  the 
Organ  Mts.  19  Oct  (ph.  CGL).  Single  Inca 
Doves  were  n.  to  N.R.T.  23  Sep  (/ide  JEP)  and 
12  Oct  QEP);  at  Silver  City,  one 
to  2 were  at  three  locales  26 
Aug-26  Oct  (EL,  ph.  D. 

Eriedrich,  JB).  A Common 
Ground-Dove  was  at  Rodeo  14 
Oct  (RW),  and  a Ruddy  Ground- 
Dove  was  n.  to  Gila  29  Nov  (C. 

McNicoll). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH 
TROGON 

Nicely  documented  was  a Black- 
billed Cuckoo  at  N.R.T.  23  Sep 
(NP,  MB,  WW,  ph.  JO),  the  first 
reported  in  the  state  since  1994. 

Greater  Roadrunners  in  the  n. 
tier  of  counties  were  one  24  km 
n.  of  Espanola  24  Nov  (DK)  and 
an  ad.  with  2 young  at  Maxwell  17  Sep  {fide 
DC).  Nestling  Barn  Owls  were  near  fledging 
at  B.L.N.W.R.  19  Sep  QMH).  Par  out  on  the 
plains  was  a Plammulated  Owl  at  N.R.T.  30 
Sep  (ph.  JPB).  Western  Screech-Owls  e.  to  the 
Texas  line  were  2 that  responded  to  taped 
calls  near  San  Jon  5 Nov  (JO).  Two  Great 
Horned  Owls  were  catching  bats  at  the  mouth 
of  Carlsbad  Cavern  18  Oct  and  1 Nov  (SW). 
At  least  2 migrant  Elf  Owls  stopped  at  PO. 


Canyon  1-2  Oct  (CDL).  A good  Short-eared 
Owl  season  found  singles  w.  of  Bingham  23 
Nov  (ph.  JO),  at  B.L.N.W.R.  30  Oct  (JMH), 
along  1-10  e.  of  Deming  8 Nov  (CGL),  near 
Hermanas  5 Sep  (LM),  and  at  Cimarron  Draw 
e.  of  Loving  28  Nov  (SW).  A Boreal  Owl  was 
heard  in  pre-dawn  darkness  in  the  Apache 
Creek  area,  n.  Rio  Atriba  20  Aug  (NP,  MB);  a 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  found  its  way  to 
N.R.T.  20  Oct  (ph.  MH,  ph.  JO,  JEP,  WW). 
Late  were  2 Common  Poorwills  at  Carlsbad 
Caverns  N.P.  11  Nov  (SW). 

At  least  one  Black  Swift  nest  with  a nestling 
was  at  Jemez  Palls  31  Aug  (WH,  DK);  an  ad. 
was  near  Lake  Peak  22  Aug  OPB).  Among  the 
likely  Vaux’s  Swifts  reported  were  singles  at 
San  Simon  Cienega  18  Sep  (ph.  RW),  Rodeo 

30  Sep  (RW),  and  near  Separ  30  Sep  (BN)  and 

31  over  Clanton  Canyon’s  Geronimo  Tank  29 
Sep  (CR);  others  reported  only  as  Chaetura 
were  one  at  Lordsburg  Playa  6 Sep  QO)  and  at 
least  3 at  Radium  Springs  4 Oct  (MS).  North 
of  their  Guadalupe  Canyon  stronghold  were  a 
Broad-billed  Hummingbird  in  Clanton 
Canyon  11  Aug  (ph.  CGL)  and  a Violet- 
crowned  in  PO.  Canyon  23  Sep  (CDL);  far  n. 
was  a female  Magnificent  at  Angel  Fire  9 & 1 1 
Aug  (ph.  J.  Eggert,  DC).  A Lucifer  Humming- 
bird was  at  Rodeo  4 & 11  Aug  (RW);  in  PO. 
Canyon,  Lucifer  peaked  with  26  on  3 Sep 
(CDL).  A male  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 
was  at  Carlsbad  feeders  9-15  Sep  (SW  et  al); 
a possible  one  was  at  N.R.T.  16  Sep  (NP,  MB, 


CGL),  but  details  were  not  definitive.  For  the 
3rd  autumn  season,  migrant  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbirds were  common  in  PO.  Canyon,  ar- 
riving 20  Aug,  peaking  at  53  on  23  Sep,  and 
last  seen  10  Nov  (CDL);  one  to  3 were  e.  to 
Carlsbad  11  Nov+  (SW,  JEP,  WW).  A pair  of 
Elegant  Trogons  occupied  a canyon  s.  of 
Skeleton  Canyon,  where  the  male  was  seen 
entering  a cavity  11  Aug  (ph.  CGL). 


Often  reported  but  rarely  confirmed  in  New  Mexico,  this  juvenile  Short-billed 
Dowitcher  was  west  to  the  Lordsburg  Playa,  Hidalgo  County  19  September 
2007.  Photograph  by  William  H.  Howe. 
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WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  ¥IREOS 

Dispersing  Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  included  4 in 
Albuquerque’s  South  Valley  22  Sep  (BN)  and 
singles  near  Cerrillos  24  Sep  (LS),  Hatch  28 
Oct  (MS,JZ),  Rincon  10  Oct  (MS,  JZ),  and  the 
W.S.M.R.  golf  course  24  Oct.  Ad.  Red-headed 
Woodpeckers  were  with  2 juvs.  in  the  Gallinas 
Mts.  near  Corona  24  Aug  (D.  Ligon);  other  ev- 
idence of  likely  nesting  were  2 juvs.  at  Cherry 
L,,  Mora  22  Sep  (CR,  MH)  and  an  ad.  with  up 
to  3 juvs.  at  N.R.T.  22  Aug  (G.  Froehlich)  and 
2-3  Sep  (BN);  far  w.  was  one  at  Kirtland  9 Nov 
(L.  Lesperance).  A Gila  Woodpecker  found 
the  isolated  San  Simon  Cienega  6 Oct  (CGL). 
Sapsuckers  described  as  Yellow-bellieds  in- 
cluded an  ad.  male  at  N.R.T.  7 Oct  (MH)  and 
an  imm.  there  20  & 27  Oct  QEk  DH),  plus 
single  imms.  at  Bosque  NWR  27  Oct  (DK, 
SOW,  m.ob.),  E.B.L.  Dam  26  Oct  QER  WW, 
JO),  and  near  Vado  4 Nov  (CGL).  Far  s.  was  a 
Downy  Woodpecker  near  Rincon  3 & 19  Nov 
(CGL,  MS,  ph.  jZ).  A male  Yellow-shafted 
Flicker  was  at  N.R.T.  24  Sep-13  Oct  (m.ob.), 
and  a female  was  at  Socorro  17-30  Nov  (PB). 

One  to  2 Least  Flycatchers  were  at  N.R.T. 
on  various  dates  20  Aug-24  Sep  (m.ob.),  and 
singles  were  at  Yeso  2 Sep  OEP)  and  Pep  31 
Aug  QEP,  WW).  A vocal  Hammond’s  Fly- 
catcher was  late  at  Percha  9 Nov  (JEP,  WW), 
a Gray  was  e.  to  N.R.T.  5-6  Oct  OEP,  WW), 
and  a Dusky  was  vocal  28  Oct  at  a Bosque  site 
(DH.)  where  the  species  has  wintered  in  re- 
cent years.  Single  Empidonax  conforming  to 


measurements  of  Pacific-slope  Flycatcher 
were  banded  at  R.G.N.C.  19  & 26  Aug  (fide 
WW,  MH,  S.  Cox).  Black  Phoebes  in  periph- 
eral areas  were  singles  in  the  Datil  Mts.  23 
Aug  OH),  Cherry  L.,  Mora  22  Sep  (CR),  San- 
ta Rosa  22  Sep  OEP),  N.R.T.  18  Sep  (MH), 
and  along  Trigg  Rd.,  e.  San  Miguel  12-13  Sep 
(3  birds;  MM).  A Dusky-capped  Flycatcher 
was  late  in  Clanton  Canyon  29  Sep  (CR,  BN), 
as  was  an  Ash-throated  at  N.R.T.  28-29  Sep 
(MB,  NP,  JEP,  ph.  JO),  where  there  was  also  a 
Great  Crested  23-24  Sep  (CR,  DH,  JBP,  ph. 


JO).  Remarkable,  however,  were  single  Great 
Crested  Flycatchers  at  Bosque  27-31  Oct  (ph. 
DK,  SOW,  DC)  and  near  Rincon  28  Oct  (MS, 
ph.  JZ);  there  are  no  previous  Oct  records  for 
New  Mexico.  Far  w.  of  expected  was  a Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher  at  Hillsboro  12  Oct  (W. 
West,  ph.  K.  Callahan). 

A White-eyed  Vireo  was  at  N.R.T.  8 Sep 
OO).  Two  Bell’s  Vireos  were  still  singing  at 
Leasburg  22  Sep  (CGL),  and  10  were  vocal  at 
R.S.  27  Sep  (SW).  Surveys  for  Gray 
Vireos  found  four  new  territories  in 
Culp  Canyon,  Sacramento  Mts.  1-3 
Aug  (CGL)  and  4 singing  males  in  the 
Chalk  Hills,  e.  Sierra  10  & 12  Sep 
(CGL).  A Yellow-throated  Vireo  was 
singing  at  Sumner  Dam  3 & 10  Sep 
(MH,  ph.  JO),  where  2 had  been  re- 
ported 28  Aug  (R.  VanBuskirk);  an- 
other was  at  N.R.T.  9 Sep  (NP,  MB, 

JPB).  At  least  one  Blue-headed  Vireo 
was  at  N.R.T.  14-18  Sep,  when  band- 
ed and  photographed  OEP,  m.ob.,  ph. 

SF);  presumably  a different  one  was 
there  23-24  Sep  (CR,  JPB,  JEP,  JO); 
others  with  details  were  singles  at  Ned 
Houk  Park  near  Clovis  7 Oct  (MH), 
B.L.N.W.R.  3 Oct  OMH,  J.  Sanchez), 

Tatum  12  Sep  (WW),  and  Fluorite  Ridge,  Luna 
28  Sep  (LM).  Always  a rare  treat,  single 
Philadelphia  Vireos  were  at  N.R.T.  16  (CGL, 
MB,  NP)  & 29  Sep  QEP,  WW,  ph.  JO);  single 
Red-eyeds  were  at  Mesilla  Dam  8-10  Aug  (MS, 
JZ,  ph.  CGL),  N.R.T.  20  Aug  (CR), 
and  Sumner  Dam  22  Sep  QEP). 

MYS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Steller’s  Jays  invaded  lowland  areas 
nearly  statewide  and  were  especial- 
ly evident  in  the  R.G.V,  with  early 
singles  arriving  at  Alameda  30  Sep 
OEP)  and  Corrales  8 Oct  (DK)  and 
continuing  in  evidence  into  Nov, 
including  at  Albuquerque,  Socorro, 
and  E.B.L. ; noteworthy  in  the  e. 
were  20  in  juniper  grasslands  near 
Santa  Rosa  L.  20  Oct  QEP)  and  3 
along  Trigg  Rd.,  e.  San  Miguel  11 
Oct  (MM).  An  indication  that  the 
cagebird  trade  continues  along  the  border  was 
a Green  Jay  at  Las  Cruces  2-3  Aug  (S.  & W. 
Hill,  ph.  D.  Griffin),  at  the  very  same  home 
where  another  appeared  in  1995.  Clark’s  Nut- 
cracker was  on  the  move,  including  2 at  Coal 
Mine  Campground  below  Mt.  Taylor  5 Aug 
(B.  Vaughn),  3 s.  of  Madrid  29  Aug  (LS),  11  at 
Cerrillos  1 Sep  (JPB),  and  one  at  Eldorado  5 
Sep  OPE);  surprising  for  W.S.M.R.  were  one 
each  on  Atom  Peak  and  Jim  Peak,  Oscura 
Mts.  4 Oct  (CGL). 

Unexpected  on  the  e.  plains  were  single 


Purple  Martins  at  Vaughn  24  Aug  (T.  Leuker- 
ing)  and  Pep  14  Sep  QEP,  WW).  A new  Cave 
Swallow  colony  in  a culvert  near  Brantley  L. 
represented  the  northernmost  yet  for  the 
Pecos  Valley;  it  contained  24  Cave  nests 
among  70  Cliff  Swallow  nests  10  Aug  (SW). 
Two  Black-capped  Chickadees  were  s.  in  the 
R.G.V.  to  Socorro  26-29  Oct  (PB).  By  late  Sep, 
it  was  clear  that  Mountain  Chickadees  were 
moving  into  lowland  areas  in  large  numbers, 


and  by  Oct  the  species  was  conspicuous  near- 
ly statewide,  including  in  the  R.G.V  from  Co- 
chiti  s.  to  Las  Cruces  and  in  the  e.  plains;  em- 
blematic were  4 on  a fence  surrounded  by 
treeless  prairie  near  Sumner  L.  23  Sep  (ph. 
MH,  CR).  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  joined  in 
the  lowland  invasion,  appearing  at  prairie  lo- 
cales by  Aug,  increasing  there  and  elsewhere 
through  Sep,  and  found  nearly  statewide  by 
Oct;  among  many  notable  observations  were 
110  in  Hausner  Canyon  and  Ojo  Bonito 
Canyon  in  the  Zuni  Mts.  8-9  Oct  (JT),  over  30 
at  Mesilla  Park  23  Oct  (MS,JZ),  and  5 near  the 
Texas  line  at  Eunice  7 & 14  Oct  OO).  Several 
Pygmy  Nuthatches  strayed  to  atypical  habitat, 
including  singles  at  Albuquerque  7 Oct  OEP) 
and  15  Nov  (NP),  Luis  Lopez  3 Sep  (MH),  and 
the  W.S.M.R.  golf  course  16  Oct  (CGL)  and  at 
least  3 at  Mesilla  Park  1-2  Nov  (MS,  ph.  JZ, 
CGL).  Early  for  the  lowlands  were  2 Brown 
Creepers  at  Corrales  9 Sep  (CR). 

A vocal  Carolina  Wren  was  at  Percha  30 
Oct-15  Nov  (ph.  DC).  A Winter  Wren  was 
along  Ponil  Cr.  near  Cimarron  12  & 29  Nov 
(ph.  DC);  another  in  Hausner  Canyon,  Zuni 
Mts.  8-9  Oct  OT)  was  believed  to  the  of  the  w. 
taxon.  Very  rare  in  New  Mexico,  a Sedge 
Wren  was  at  Bluewater  Village  10  Oct  (JT). 
Another  species  that  spread  far  and  wide  was 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  including  2 or  more 
e.  to  N.R.T.  28  Sep-20  Oct  (m.ob.)  and  5 in 
saltcedar  habitat  at  Rincon  10  Oct  (MS,  ph. 
JZ).  Single  Gray  Catbirds  lingered  in  Cimar- 


One  of  two  found  in  New  Mexico  in  autumn  2087,  this  Lesser  Biack-backed 
Gull  was  at  2500  meters  at  Eagle  Nest  Lake,  Colfax  County  22  September 
2007.  Photograph  by  DafM  J.  Cleary. 


Unreported  in  New  Mexico  since  1994,  this  Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  at 
the  Melrose  Trap  in  north  Roosevelt  County  23  September  2007.  Photo- 
graph by  Jerry  E.  OMenettel. 
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Previously  unreported  from  New  Mexico  in  the  month  of  October, 
this  season  found  single  Great  Crested  Flycatchers  west  to  two  Rio 
Grande  Valley  sites  late  in  that  month,  including  this  one  at  Bosque 
del  Apache  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Socorro  County  27  (here) 
through  31  October  2007.  Photograph  by  David  J.  Krueper. 


ron  Canyon  3 Nov  (DC),  at  Socorro  13-14 
Nov  (PB),  and  Radium  Springs  3 Nov  (MS,  ph. 
JZ).  Living  dangerously,  a Curve-billed 
Thrasher  was  catching  and  eating  scorpions  in 
RO.  Canyon  9 Aug  and  3 Sep  (CDL).  Among 
several  Sprague’s  Pipit  reports  were  one  at  a 
Santa  Teresa  turf  farm  20-21  Oct  (MS,  ph.  JZ, 
CGL),  12  near  Alamo  Tank,  Otero  Mesa  23 
Sep  (SW),  and  one  at  Brantley  L.  24  Nov  (ph. 
JO).  A good  warbler  season  produced  credible 
reports  for  at  least  32  species,  including  a male 
Golden-winged  Warbler  at  N.R.T.  28  Sep  (ph. 
JO,  JEP,  WW,  MB,  NP)  and  single  Tennessees 
at  Fluorite  Ridge  n.  of  Deming  13  Sep  (LM) 
and  Gila  Bird  Area,  Grant  28  Sep  (RS).  A 
Lucy’s  Warbler  lingered  at  Radium  Springs  29 
Sep  (MS,  JZ).  A Northern  Parula  at  Belen  22 
Aug  (ph.  T.  Fetz)  provided  the  lone  report. 
Single  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were  on  Ponil 
Cr.  near  Cimarron  2-7  Aug  (ph.  DC),  N.R.T.  8 
Sep  QEP,  WW,  JO,  MH),  and  Boone’s  Draw  15 
Sep  (ph,  CGL);  undetailed  was  one  at 
R.G.N.C.  7 Oct  (D.  Paez).  A good  season  for 
Magnolia  Warbler  found  singles  at  N.R.T.  15 
OEP,  WW,  CGL)  & 28  Sep  OEP,  WW,  ph.  JO, 
MB,  NP)  and  w.  to  Bill  Evans  L.  8 Oct  (ph. 
CGL).  A Cape  May  Warbler  at  Water  Canyon 
8-10  Nov  (ph.  Carol  WolO  provided  New 
Mexico’s  12th  overall.  A male  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  banded  at  N.R.T.  18  Sep  (ph.  SF) 
lingered  through  24  Sep  (m.ob.).  Remarkably 
early  were  single  Townsend’s  Warblers  on  Mt, 
Withington,  San  Mateo  Mts.  OPE)  ^nd  P.O. 
Canyon  (CDL)  4 Aug.  Noteworthy  was  a Her- 
mit Warbler  at  El  Caso  Spring  near  Quemado 
L.  25  Aug  (CR,  BN);  others  were  one  on  Sig- 
nal Peak  17  Aug  QEP)  and  several  in  the  Pel- 
oncillo  Mts.,  including  an  early  one  near  PO. 


Canyon  4 Aug  (CDL),  3 males  in  Clan- 
ton Canyon  18  Aug  QEP),  and  a late  one 
there  7 Oct  (CGL).  Another  prize  was  a 
female  Blackburnian  Warbler  at  N.R.T. 
9 Sep  (ph.  JO,  WH,  MB,  NP,  JPB)  and 
presumably  the  same  one  there  13-14 
Sep  QEP,  WW);  there  are  fewer  than  two 
dozen  acceptable  state  records.  Unprece- 
dented in  a single  season  were  2 Prairie 
Warblers,  one  each  at  N.R.T.  23  Sep 
(MH,  DH,  JPB,  CR)  and  Bosque  31 
Oct-1  Nov  (ph.  DC,  ph.  JO).  American 
Redstarts  in  obscure  locales  were  singles 
at  Oliver  Lee  S.P.  30  Sep  (CGL),  Fluorite 
Ridge,  Luna  13  Sep  (LM),  and  the  RO. 
Canyon  area  4 Sep  (CDL).  A Prothono- 
tary  Warbler  was  a popular  attraction  at 
R.G.N.C.,  where  discovered  and  banded 
20  Oct  (NC,  DH)  and  subsequently  seen 
and  photographed  by  many  through  at 
least  4 Nov;  others  were  singles  at  N.R.T. 
7 Sep  OEP.  WW),  Socorro  14-15  Oct 
(ph.  CGL,  ph.  MH),  and  Glenwood  30 
Aug  (LM).  A well-described  ad.  male  Mourn- 
ing Warbler  was  at  N.R.T.  7 Sep  OEP).  Single 
Hooded  Warblers  were  at  Yeso  2 Sep  OO)  and 
Mesilla  Dam  8 Aug  (JZ).  Surprising  for  the 
R.G.V.  were  2 Red-faced  Warblers  at  Percha  9 
Sep  0-  Douglas);  notably  late  were  2 Painted 
Redstarts  along  Turkey  Cr.,  Grant  11  Oct 
(CGL). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Always  a treat,  single  Scarlet  Tanagers  were 
at  N.R.T.  23  Sep  (DH,  CR)  and  near  Radium 
Springs  12  Sep  (MS);  noteworthy  were  2 He- 
patics  on  Atom  Peak,  Oscura  Mts.  4 Oct 
(CGL).  Two  Canyon  Towhees  were  e.  to 
Grady,  Curry  30  Oct  (SW);  up  to  5 Abert’s 
were  at  San  Simon  Cienega  25  Oct  and  3 Nov 
(CGL,  MH).  Botteri’s  Sparrows  responded  to 
improved  grassland  conditions  in  the  Animas 
Valley  by  appearing  at  new  locales  beyond 
known  sites,  with  up  to  10  at  several  stops  be- 
tween Gray  Ranch  headquarters  and  Foster 
Draw  11-12  Aug  (ph.  CGL);  elsewhere,  2 
were  at  Rodeo  22  Aug  (RW).  Clay-colored 
Sparrow  made  an  impressive  showing  from 
the  R.G.V  eastward  mid-Aug-late  Sep,  in- 
cluding 20  at  N.R.T.  14  Sep  QEP)  and  about 
100  in  saltcedar  near  Radium  Springs  15  Sep 
(MS,  JZ).  A Baird’s  Sparrow  was  nicely  de- 
scribed near  Dripping  Springs  15  Sep  (J. 
Dole),  as  was  a Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  on  Otero 
Mesa  4 Nov  (CR,  BN).  Rare  in  nw.  New  Mex- 
ico, a grayish  Fox  Sparrow  was  at  Farmington 
29  Nov  (ph.  T.  Reeves);  elsewhere,  a similar 
one  was  in  RO.  Canyon  10  Nov  (CDL),  while 
single  red  ones  were  near  Radium  Springs  27- 
28  Oct  (MS,  ph.  JZ,  CGL)  and  28-29  Nov 
(MS,  ph.  JZ).  An  ad.  Harris’s  Sparrow  reached 


Maxwell  3 Nov  QEP).  Late  or  perhaps  winter- 
ing was  at  least  one  Yellow-eyed  Junco  on 
Jack’s  Peak,  Burro  Mts.  18  Nov  (DC). 

Scarce  in  Doha  Ana,  a female  Northern  Car- 
dinal was  on  the  Rio  Grande  at  Sunland  Park 
22-23  Sep  (CGL,  JNR  MS,  ph.  JZ);  a pair  that 
arrived  at  Carlsbad  3 Nov  (SW)  furnished  a 
local  first.  A Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  at 
N.R.T.  23-29  Sep  (CR,  ph.  JO,  JEP),  and  an- 
other was  there  12-13  Oct  QEP);  farther  w., 
singles  were  at  Luis  Lopez  25-27  Oct  (ph.  JO) 
and  in  P.O.  Canyon  5-6  Aug  (CDL).  A flock  of 
over  50  Lazuli  Buntings  was  at  Rodeo  12  Aug 
QO).  Two  male  Varied  Buntings  were  singing 
in  San  Andres  Canyon,  Doha  Ana  4 Aug  (MS, 
JZ,  ph.  CGL).  Painted  Buntings  were  at  N.R.T. 
28  Aug-28  Sep,  including  3 banded  there  18 
Sep  (MH);  elsewhere,  small  numbers  were  in 
Chaves,  Eddy,  Lea,  and  Doha  Ana,  plus  one  to 
2 were  n.  in  the  R.G.V.  to  Percha  19  Aug 
(CGL)  and  21  Sep  OO),  at  Bosque  23  Aug 
(SW),  and  at  Luis  Lopez  14  Sep  QO).  Dick- 
cissel  made  a remarkable  showing,  with  one 
to  5 at  multiple  locales  in  the  e.  plains  and  in 
the  R.G.V.  from  Sandoval  s.  to  Doha  Ana  1 
Aug-30  Sep;  elsewhere,  one  was  on  Otero 
Mesa  23  Sep  (SW),  and  singles  were  w.  to 


This  Cape  May  Warbler  at  Water  Canyon,  Socorro  County  8 
(here)  through  10  November  2007  provided  New  Mexico's 
twelfth  overall  record.  Photograph  by  Carol  Wolf. 


Rodeo  9 & 30  Sep  (RW);  an  ad.  feeding  a 
fledgling  at  Bellview,  Curry  14  Aug  (CR)  sug- 
gested local  breeding. 

Highlighting  the  oriole  season  was  a 
Streak-backed  Oriole  at  Rodeo  14  Oct  (RW); 
there  are  but  three  previous  New  Mexico  re- 
ports. An  Orchard  Oriole  was  a surprise  at 
House,  Query  3 Sep  (CR,  BN).  A young  male 
Baltimore  Oriole  was  at  N.R.T.  3-15  Sep  QO, 
JEP  WW,  MB,  NP,  JPB),  and  an  ad.  female  was 
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there  23  Sep  (MH,  JPB,  CR);  farther  w.,  an  ad. 
female  was  near  Radium  Springs  12  Sep  (MS). 
Late  for  the  n.,  a Scott’s  Oriole  was  singing  at 
Zuni’s  Blackrock  Dam  12  Oct  QT);  the  last 
one  reported  was  at  Deming  25  Oct  (LM). 

Three  rosy-finch  species  had  returned  to 
Sandia  Crest  by  31  Oct  (fide  NC),  and  num- 
bers increased  rapidly  thereafter,  with  a three- 
species  flock  of  70  on  17  Nov  (WH)  and  at 
least  100  by  25  Nov  (NC).  Cassin’s  Finch  ar- 
rived in  the  lowlands  by  mid-Sep  and  spread 
generally  statewide  through  Oct  and  Nov; 
noteworthy  were  10  in  the  Oscura  Mts.  3 Oct 
(CGL),  4 at  Corona  and  2 at  White  Oaks  3 
Nov  (CR,  BN),  and  singles  w.  to  Tyrone  16 
Sep  (EL)  and  e.  to  Eunice  14  Oct  (ph.  JO). 
Wandering  Red  Crossbills  appeared  in  low- 
land areas  and  isolated  mountain  ranges 
Oct-Nov,  including  9 in  the  Albuquerque 
bosque  11  Nov  (WH),  5 at  Rincon  19  Nov 
(MS,  JZ),  5 on  the  W.S.M.R.  golf  course  26 


Nov  (CGL),  and  7 at  Deming  26  Nov  (LM); 
attention  to  call  notes  in  the  Zuni  Mts.  found 
up  to  30  of  Type  2 on  McKenzie  Ridge  13  Oct 
(JT)  while  a few  of  Type  5 and  at  least  one  of 
Type  4 were  in  Hausner  Canyon  8 Oct  (JT). 
New  Mexico’s  first  confirmed  Common  Red- 
poll was  an  ad.  female  beautifully  document- 
ed at  El  Prado,  Taos  26  Nov-4  Dec  (A. 
Tuomey,  ph.  j.  Tuomey,  ph.  JO,  ph.  MB,  ph. 
JPB,  m.ob.).  An  active  Lawrence’s  Goldfinch 
season  found  the  male  in  the  Datil  Mts.  injul 
lingering  until  6 Sep  (JH,  m.ob.,  ph.  JPB); 
elsewhere,  2 were  at  L.  Roberts  9 Oct  (LM),  2 
were  at  Box  Canyon  windmill  n.  of  Lordsburg 
21  Oct  (ph.  R.  Shantz),  one  was  in  the  Lower 
Gila  Box  w.  of  White  Rock  Canyon  26  Oct 
(CGL),  and  7 reached  San  Miguel,  Doha  Ana 
21-22  Nov  (ph.  H.  Woodward).  Maintaining  a 
breeding  presence  in  Colfax  was  a nesting 
American  Goldfinch  pair  on  Ponil  Cr.  near 
Cimarron  13  Aug  (DC). 
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The  summer  monsoon  rains  petered  out 
prematurely,  leaving  little  August  rain. 
The  rest  of  the  season  was  quite  dry, 
with  excessive  heat  through  late  November  fi- 
nally tempered  by  widespread  rains  at  the  end 
of  the  period.  Numerous  species  were  report- 
ed on  late  dates,  and  there  was  a moderate  ir- 
ruption of  montane  species. 

Abbreviations:  A.B.C.  (Arizona  Bird  Commit- 
tee), B.A.N.W.R.  (Buenos  Aires  N.W.R.), 
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B.T.A.  (Boyce  Thompson  Arboretum  S.P.), 
G.W.R.  (Gilbert  Water  Ranch),  H.R.E  (Has- 
sayampa  R.  Preserve,  Wickenburg),  P.R.D. 
(Painted  Rock  Dam),  S.ER.  (San  Pedro  R.), 
Sweetwater  (Sweetwater  Wetlands,  Tucson), 
Whitewater  (Whitewater  Draw  W.A.). 

GEESE  THROUGH  CARACARA 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  migrated 
through  in  good  numbers,  with  more  than 
220  reported  statewide,  including  a flock  of 
70  at  Whitewater  7 Sep  (SH).  Increased 
scrutiny  of  white-cheeked  geese  produced 
one  Cackling  Goose,  an  Aleutian  in  Flagstaff 
19-21  Nov  (ph.  JC).  Rare  statewide,  a female 
Eurasian  Wigeon  returned  to  Scottsdale  25 
Oct-h  (KR),  and  a male  was  in  Flagstaff  20 
Nov  (L.  Harter  et  al).  Surf  Scoters  were  again 
reported  in  good  numbers:  one  at  Saguaro  L. 
30  Oct-3  Nov  (D.  Touret,  L.  Figueroa),  4 at 
B.A.N.W.R.  3 Nov  (E  Collins),  and  singles  on 
L.  Havasu  8 Nov  (KB),  at  Casa  Grande  9-13 
Nov  (pfi.  M.  Brooks),  and  at  Whitewater  13 
Nov  (D.  Beaudette).  A rarer  White-winged 
Scoter  was  on  Saguaro  L.  1-15  Nov  (P.  & A. 
Martin,  ph.  TC).  A Black  Scoter  was  also  there 
21-25  Oct  (KR,  ph.  D.  Powell,  MMS);  there 
are  fewer  than  10  prior  state  records.  Three 
Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  were  on  the  Central  Ari- 
zona Project  canal  e.  of  Parker  12  Nov  (KB); 
they  are  very  rare  away  from  the  Colorado  R. 
Very  early  was  a Red-breasted  Merganser  at 
Page  Springs  19  Sep  (R.  Radd).  Others  seen 


away  from  the  Colorado  R.  were  4 at  Arling- 
ton 4 Nov  (BG)  and  one  at  Granite  Reef  7 Nov 
(S.  Ganley). 

Casual  away  from  the  Colorado  R.,  a Pa- 
cific Loon  was  picked  up  from  a highway  in 
Tucson  8 Nov  (ph.,  fide  R.  Fray).  A Red- 
necked Grebe  seen  briefly  on  Mittry  L.  17 
Nov  will  be  reviewed  by  the  A.B.C.  (tA.  Bor- 
gard).  A few  large  concentrations  of  migrant 
Eared  Grebes  were  seen,  with  up  to  190  at 
Casa  Grande  S.T.E  4-12  Nov  (SS,  TC)  and 
100  at  B.A.N.WR.  5 Nov  (SS).  Brown  Pelicans 
typically  occur  in  Arizona  as  wandering  juvs. 
in  late  summer  and  early  fall.  This  season,  late 
singles  were  at  Whitewater  4 Oct  (REW),  n. 
of  San  Bernardino  N.W.R.  5 Oct  (ph.  W. 
Glenn),  and  at  ER.D.  and  Paloma  Ranch  13 
Oct  (BG).  An  ad.  and  up  to  2 juvs.  were  pres- 
ent on  L.  Havasu  10  Oct-13  Nov  (KB).  Even 
as  the  numbers  of  Neotropic  Cormorants 
have  mushroomed  in  the  Phoenix  area  in  re- 
cent years,  few  are  seen  elsewhere.  Dozens 
were  seen  flying  over  Sacaton  20  Oct  (DS  et 
al).  Outliers  this  season  were  singles  at  P.R.D. 
31  Aug  (BG)  and  B.A.N.W.R.  12  Sep  (PK).  A 
rare  visitor  from  the  Gulf  of  California,  a Mag- 
nificent Frigatebird  was  over  L.  Havasu  8 Sep 
(L.  Stewart,  tM.  Davis). 

An  American  Bittern  seen  in  flight  at 
G.W.R.  2 Aug  (MM)  was  several  weeks  earli- 
er than  the  species’  typical  arrival  in  s.  Ari- 
zona. A Little  Blue  Heron  in  the  Avra  Valley 
23-30  Sep  (|H,  ph.  A.  Core)  and  a Tricolored 
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Roseate  Spoonbill,  a species  casual  in  Arizona  and  usually  detected  during 
the  late  summer,  was  documented  near  Yuma  26  August  2007.  Photograph 
by  Henry  Detwiler. 


Heron  in  Tucson  25  Aug  (M.  Cross,  fide  TC) 
were  the  only  reports  of  these  post-breeding 
visitors  from  Mexico.  Reddish  Egrets  contin- 
ue to  occur  in  numbers  unthinkable  a decade 
ago.  Singles  were  at  P.R.D.  5-31  Aug  (BG,  ph. 
MM),  near  E.  Turkey  Cr.  in  the  Chiricahua 
Mt.  foothills  24  Aug  (ph.  REW),  at  Yuma  25 
Aug-22  Sep  and  22  Oct  (E  Phillips,  ph.  HD), 
and  at  Marana  4 Sep  (ph.  MMS,  vt.  MPo). 
Glossy  Ibis  remains  a very  sparse  migrant  in 
Arizona;  one  was  at  Willcox  10  Sep,  along 
with  an  apparent  hybrid  (ph.  DS).  An  imm. 
Roseate  Spoonbill  in  Yuma  26  Aug  (ph.  HD) 
was  the  only  one  reported,  fewer  than  in  re- 
cent falls.  Black  Vultures  were  seen  again  in 
the  Douglas  area,  e.  of  their  traditional  range, 
in  Sep-Oct  (SH,  REW). 

Several  species  of  raptors  have  become 
more  regular  as  late  fall  lingerers,  perhaps  in 
response  to  milder  temperatures.  Osprey  has 
been  considered  casual  in  se.  Arizona  after 
Oct;  this  season,  singles  were  seen  at  four  lo- 
cations 2-27  Nov  (MA,  JH,  MMS,  SH).  White- 
tailed Kites  were  widely  reported  again  in  s. 
Arizona.  Highlights  were  2 in  Hidden  Valley 
near  Ak  Chin  30  Sep  (ph.  N.  Lange)  and  20  in 
the  San  Rafael  Valley  1 Oct  (SS).  A juv.  Com- 
mon Black-Hawk  at  Tubac  17  Nov  was  late  (B. 
McKnight,  S.  Johnsen).  An  unusual  sight 
away  from  the  desert  was  a Harris’s  Hawk  fly- 
ing at  2500  m elevation  in  the  Huachuca  Mts. 
2 Nov  (ph.  SH).  While  still  casual  elsewhere 
in  Arizona,  2 Red-shouldered  Hawks  contin- 
ued at  H.R.R  into  Oct  (PM,  R.  Widner).  Oth- 
ers reported  were  an  ad.  at  Yuma  20  Oct  (HD 
et  al),  singles  at  Morgan  City  Wash  21  Oct 
(A.  Shock,  TC)  and  Sahuarita  14-26  Nov  (D. 
Touret,  ph.  PK),  and  an  imm.  at  Yuma  16-17 
Nov  (tD.  Powell,  vt.  MPo).  Away  from  the 
Grand  Canyon,  single  Broad-winged  Hawks 
were  reported  from  Madera  Canyon  12  Sep 
QBo)  and  Tumacacori  13  Oct  (W.  Lightner, 
tL.  Norris).  Numbers  of  Gray  Hawks  linger- 
ing into  late  fall  in  se.  Arizona  continued  to 
increase;  as  many  as  13  were  present  after  the 


first  week  of  Oct,  and  at  least  3 
were  still  present  in  late  Nov 
(m.ob.).  Short-tailed  Hawks  main- 
tained their  toehold  in  Arizona, 
with  2 continuing  in  the  Chiric- 
ahua Mts.  until  25  Sep  (m.ob.)  and 
one  or  2 in  the  Huachuca  Mts.  9 
Aug-8  Sep  (m.ob.,  ph.  PK).  A 
Swainson’s  Hawk  seen  in  Chino 
Valley  20  Nov  (tW.  Anderson)  was 
very  late  for  Arizona.  At  Quigley 
W.A.,  a Zone-tailed  Hawk  10  Aug 
and  3 there  27  Sep  suggested  local 
nesting  (HD),  a rare  event  in  sw. 
Arizona.  Early  reports  of  Eerrugi- 
nous  Hawk  in  the  Sulfur  Springs 
Valley  included  singles  16  (M.  Brooks)  & 22 
Sep  (R.  Wright).  Two  reported  soaring  near 
Catalina  23  Sep  (M.  Weinholt)  were  also  ear- 
ly. Rarely  documented  in  Arizona,  a Rough- 
legged Hawk  was  at  Mittry  L.  18  Nov  (ph.  J. 
Yerger,  HD).  Crested  Caracaras  have  been 
found  with  increasing  frequency  outside  their 
Tohono  O’odham  tribal  lands  core  range  in  re- 
cent years.  Singles  were  in  Vekol  Valley,  Mari- 
copa 15  Sep  (ph.  T.  Jones),  at  Las  Cienegas 
N.C.A.  24  Sep  0-  & M.  Hirth),  at  Whitewater 
3-28  Nov  (H.  Hansen,  ph.  SH),  at  Benson 
S.T.R  11  Nov  (J.  Mohlman),  at  Sweetwater  20 
Nov  (MA),  and  downstream  from  RR.D.  25 
Nov  (G.  Hammon).  In  the  Santa  Cruz  Elats, 
where  they  have  wintered  in  numbers  in  re- 
cent years,  up  to  10  were  seen  4 
Nov+  (D.  Jenness  et  ah). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH 
FUCKERS 

Rare  migrants  in  Arizona,  Black- 
bellied  Plovers  were  noted  at  Sun- 
rise L.  26  Aug  (2;  SH),  Green  Val- 
ley S.T.R  6 Sep  (DS),  Willcox  20- 
21  Sep  (G.  West),  Paloma  13  Oct 
(7;  BG),  and  Palo  Verde  14  Oct 
(TC).  There  were  few  Snowy 
Plovers  reported,  the  most  re- 
markable of  which  was  one  late  at 
Willcox  20-22  Oct  (R.  Messenger, 

P.  Yingling).  The  first  Mountain 
Plover  of  the  season  was  seen  in 
the  Santa  Cruz  Plats  on  the  early 
dates  of  31  Aug  (M.  Gardler)  and  7 Sep  (PK), 
with  up  to  38  there  4 Nov-i-  (SS).  One  was  out 
of  place  e.  of  Scottsdale  27  Oct  (KR).  With 
only  three  previous  Arizona  records,  a North- 
ern Jaqana  on  a golf  course  in  Casa  Grande  1 
Nov+  (G.  Kingsbury,  v.r.  PD,  pb.  E.  Schocat  et 
al.)  generated  considerable  interest.  Golfers 
and  groundskeepers  stated  that  the  bird  bad 
been  present  for  a year  or  more!  A calling  Up- 
land Sandpiper  seen  flying  past  as  the  ob- 
server audio-recorded  sparrows  outside 


Sonoita  24  Aug  (v.r.  J.  Pagan)  serendipitously 
provided  one  of  the  few  modern  records  of 
the  species  in  Arizona.  Casual  migrants,  sin- 
gle Ruddy  Turnstones  were  at  Aztec,  Yuma  23- 
25  Aug  (P.  Norton,  ph.  HD)  and  P.R.D.  31  Aug 
(BG).  A Red  Knot  was  casual  and  a month  lat- 
er than  previous  se.  Arizona  records  at  Will- 
cox 27  Oct  (ph.  RT).  A Sanderling  in  Dome 
Valley  20  Oct  was  the  only  one  reported.  Six 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were  reported,  few- 
er than  in  recent  falls.  Dunlin  totals  topped  15 
between  21  Sep  and  11  Nov  in  s.  Arizona. 
Two  Stilt  Sandpipers  at  G.W.R.  12  Nov  (TC) 
were  two  weeks  late.  With  only  two  previous 
records  of  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  in  Ari- 
zona, a flurry  of  reports  on  listservs  from  oth- 
er states  put  Arizona  observers  on  the  look- 
out, and  4 were  found:  one  in  Marana,  Pinal 
and  Pima,  31  Aug-4  Sep  (ph.  MMS,  vt.  MPo), 
2 at  Paloma  11-16  Sep  (ph.  BG,  ON),  and  one 
e.  of  Scottsdale  25-30  Sep  (TKR,  ph.  M.  Van- 
dewater).  The  latter  two  locations  also  hosted 
the  initial  Arizona  records  in  2002.  A Ruff  at 
G.W.R.  27  Oct  (ph.  RD,  PM,  B.  Grice)  will 
provide  only  the  6th  Arizona  record.  Reports 
of  just  3 Short-billed  Dowitchers  were  far  few- 
er than  in  recent  falls.  A Red-necked 
Phalarope  at  Avra  Valley  S.T.R  10  Nov  (JH) 
was  late.  Casual  in  all  seasons,  a Red 
Phalarope  was  at  Paloma  31  Aug  (BG).  Her- 
ring Gull  is  a rare  migrant  away  from  the  Col- 
orado R.;  8 were  reported  3 Oct-15  Nov.  Ten 


Sabine’s  Gulls  reported  statewide  16  Sep-1 
Nov  was  about  average  for  the  season. 

Out  of  place  Band-tailed  Pigeons  were  in 
the  lowlands  at  Whitewater  7 Sep  (SH),  in  ne. 
Tucson  18  Oct  (DS),  and  along  the  lower 
S.PR.  21  Oct  (M.  Weinholt).  Ruddy  Ground- 
Dove  numbers  remained  relatively  low.  One 
was  at  Sweetwater  6 Sep  (PK),  one  was  near 
the  San  Pedro  House  10  Sep  and  8 Oct  (SH), 
2 were  at  Red  Rock  13  Nov  (R.  Messenger, 
MA)  and  2 were  n.  of  Red  Rock  30  Nov  (ph. 


This  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  at  Marana  31  August  through  4 September 
(here)  2007  represented  only  a third  Arizona  record;  three  additional  birds 
were  found  during  the  fall  of  2007.  Photograph  by  Mark  M.  Stevenson. 
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Only  the  sixth  for  Arizona,  this  Ruff  was  at  Gilbert  Water  Ranch  27  October  2007.  Pho- 
tograph by  Pete  Moulton. 


S.  & J.  Mirick).  Late  breeding  activity  was  in- 
dicated by  ad.  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  feeding 
young  at  Tubac  7 Oct  (WR).  Most  cuckoos 
have  departed  the  state  by  that  date.  Barn  Owl 
is  very  rare  in  the  Arizona  portion  of  the 
Navajo  Reservation,  so  a juv.  found  road- 
killed  near  Cow  Springs  L.  5 Aug  (CL),  sug- 
gesting the  possibility  of  local  nesting,  was  in- 
teresting. Elf  Owls  have  generally  vacated  Ari- 
zona by  mid-Sep,  so  reports  of  singles  at 
G.W.R.  7 Oct  (ph.  R.  Forrest),  Sycamore 
Canyon,  Santa  Cmz  2 Nov  (M.  Brady),  E. 
Whitetail  Canyon  17  Nov  (RT),  and  Madera 
Canyon  8 Nov  (3  birds;  MA,  C.  Lundblad) 
were  unexpected;  these  records  likely  reflect- 
ed the  fall’s  warm  temperatures.  Seldom  re- 
ported from  that  range,  2 Northern  Saw-whet 
Owls  were  heard  in  the  Pinaleno  Mts.  near 
Columbine  2 Oct  (PK).  Fate  Lesser 
Nighthawks  were  2 in  Tucson  21  Oct  (R.  Hoy- 
er),  3 in  Tempe  6 Nov  (M.  Scott),  and  one  in 
Scottsdale  30  Nov  (C.  Oldam).  A Buff-col- 
lared Nightjar  heard  in  lower  Brown  Canyon 
8 Aug  (R.  Namitz)  was  the  hrst  report  of  that 
species  received  from  the  Baboquivari  Mts. 
since  2005. 

Late  Vaux’s  Swifts  were  reported  in  Tucson 
18  Oct  Oho)  and  18  Nov  (MA).  A Berylline 
Hummingbird  nested  unsuccessfully  in  Cave 
Cr.  Canyon  31  Jul-14  Aug  (R.  Namitz,  REW 
et  al.).  A female  Berylline  reported  at  the  Chu- 
parosa  Inn,  Madera  Canyon  21-26  Aug  (E. 
Calvo,  fide  G.  West)  wore  a band.  Likely  the 
same  bird  was  seen  up  canyon  (where  it  nest- 
ed last  year)  12  Sep  (M.  Kehl).  One  to  2 
Beryllines  continued  at  a Portal  feeder  until 
11  Sep  (RAR,  ph.  REW),  and  a hybrid 
Berylline-type  was  at  Ramsey  Canyon 
through  15  Aug  (R.  Romea).  The  only  Eucifer 
Hummingbird  reported  from  the  Chiricahua 
Mts.  was  in  Portal  16  Aug  (RAR,  REW).  A fe- 
male Eucifer  was  in  an  odd  location  at  a feed- 
er in  desert  scrub  e.  of  Palominas  14  Oct  (ph. 


E.  Smith).  The  humming- 
bird of  the  year  was  an  ad. 
male  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  at  the  Pa- 
tons’  feeders  in  Patagonia 
23  Sep-20  Oct  (ph.  S.  & 
L.  Terrill;  ph.  MMS  et  al., 
vt.  MPo)  providing  only 
the  2nd  record  for  the 
state.  Few  Allen’s  Hum- 
mingbirds were  reported: 
a juv.  male  in  Miller 
Canyon  23  Aug  (S. 
Williamson)  and  a worn 
male  banded  at  Fort 
Huachuca  26  Sep  (fide 
TO. 

In  the  Chiricahua  Mts., 
Jasper  reported  17  Elegant  Trogon  nests  dur- 
ing the  protracted  breeding  season,  with  most 
fledging  at  least  2 young,  a substantial  suc- 
cess. Trogons  had  returned  to  winter  at  Patag- 
onia E.  by  4 Nov  (P.  Walsh).  Others  lingered 
at  higher  elevations,  with  one  in  Sawmill 
Canyon  15  Nov  (SH),  one  in  lower 
Madera  Canyon  22  Nov+  O^o),  and 
several  in  the  Patagonia  Mts.  29  Nov+ 

(MB).  An  Eared  Quetzal  that  roamed 
around  upper  Madera  Canyon’s 
madrone  trees  28  Oct-14  Nov  (tL. 
Halsey)  was  most  un-conhding,  provid- 
ing mostly  aural  evidence  of  its  presence 
to  the  fortunate  few  among  the  many 
who  sought  it.  There  were  few  reports  of 
Green  Kinghsher,  with  singles  at  King- 
hsher  Pond,  upper  S.PR.  7 Sep  (P.  Sock- 
ness)  and  22  Nov  (E.  Wilson)  and  along 
the  Santa  Cruz  R.  near  Agua  Linda  13 
Sep  (M.  Brooks).  Acorn  Woodpeckers 
seldom  wander  into  desert  areas,  so  one 
at  Hidden  Valley  near  Ak  Chin  13  Sep 
(ph.  N.  Lange)  was  notable.  It  was  a 
good  fall  for  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers, 
with  singles  at  B.T.A.  28  Oct  (PM  et  al.), 

E.  Whitetail  Canyon  28  Oct  (tRT),  low- 
er Madera  Canyon  13  Nov-2  Dec  (ph. 

R.  Fridell),  and  Sabino  Canyon  28  Nov 
(WR).  A Hairy  Woodpecker  strayed  to 
the  lowlands  at  Whitlow  Dam  25  Oct+ 

0-  Bartley).  Yellow-shafted  Flickers 
were  reported  from  Pasture  Canyon  5 
Oct  (C.  LaRue),  lower  Madera  Canyon  20  Oct 
(RT),  and  B.T.A.  1-7  Nov  (PM,  CST);  this  sub- 
species group  is  a casual  visitant  statewide  in 
fall  and  winter. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
THRASHERS 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  reported  at  G.W.R. 
2 Aug  (MM)  was  very  early  compared  to  nor- 
mal fall  passage  through  the  state.  Scattered 


Greater  Pewees  were  reported  through  Nov  at 
Madera  Canyon  and  in  the  Santa  Cruz  R. 
drainage;  this  species  has  been  reported  with 
more  frequency  in  recent  years  at  these  loca- 
tions during  the  late  fall  and  early  winter.  A 
Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  was  discovered  at 
Dateland  22  Sep  (ph.  KR,  CR);  if  accepted  by 
the  A.B.C.,  this  would  represent  only  a 3rd 
Arizona  record.  Eastern  Phoebe  is  scarce  as  a 
fall  transient  (more  regular  as  a winter  visi- 
tor), so  singles  at  South  Fork  of  the  Little  Col- 
orado R.  21  Sep  (CB,  BJ)  and  at  Rio  Salado, 
Phoenix  6-8  Oct  (E.  Eatturner)  were  note- 
worthy. An  imm.  male  Vermilion  Flycatcher, 
casual  in  n.  Arizona,  was  in  Flagstaff  20  Sep 
(B.  Cooley).  Intriguing  was  a report  of  a 
Couch’s/Tropical  Kingbird  7-9  Sep  (HD,  ph. 
M,  Weber)  from  the  exact  location  at  Tacna 
where  Arizona’s  first  Couch’s  Kingbird  was 
last  found  winter.  Unfortunately,  the  bird  did 
not  vocalize.  A Thick-billed  Kingbird  re- 
turned by  8 Oct  to  a Yuma  location  for  a 6th 
consecutive  winter  (HD).  A Western  Kingbird 
at  Green  Valley  8 Nov  (MA)  was  considered 


very  late.  The  only  Eastern  Kingbird  of  the 
season  was  one  at  Las  Cienegas  N.C.A.  26 
Aug  (ph.  H.  Hansen). 

Still  considered  casual  at  best  in  the  state,  a 
White-eyed  Vireo  was  in  Harshaw  Canyon 
near  Patagonia  18  Aug  (tMMS,  MP).  For  a 3rd 
consecutive  winter,  likely  the  same  Bell’s  Vireo 
was  present  at  G.W.R.  5 Oct  + (m.ob.);  this 
species  is  casual  during  winter  in  Arizona.  The 
Yellow-throated  Vireo  present  along  Sonoita 


Arizona's  second  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was  this  male  at  the 
Patons' feeders  in  Patagonia  23  (here  24)  September  through  20 
October  2007.  Photograph  by  Mark  M.  Stevenson. 
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Cr.  near  Patagonia  during  the  summer  was  last 
reported  12  Aug  (m.ob.).  An  early  Cassin’s 
Vireo  was  in  Tucson  7 Aug  (MPo,  MMS).  Late 
Warbling  Vireos  were  at  the  Arizona-Sonora 
Desert  Museum  27  Oct  (C.  Gathers)  and  in 
Tucson  27  Oct  (MPo,  MMS);  this  species  is  ca- 
sual at  best  anywhere  in  the  United  States  dur- 
ing winter.  A Philadelphia  Vireo  was  reported 
from  Supai  Village  in  the  Grand  Canyon  10 
Oct  (tS.  Birky;  S.  Kistler);  although  casual  in 
fall,  there  have  been  very  few  recent  records  of 
this  species  from  Arizona.  Also  casual  in  the 
state.  Red-eyed  Vireos  were  at  Patagonia  11-15 
Aug  (ph.  CDB  et  al.)  and  in  Morgan  City  Wash 
22  Sep  (TC). 

Remarkably,  a Gray  Jay  was  reported  at  a 
much  lower  elevation  than  usual  in  the  state 
at  South  Fork  of  the  Little  Colorado  R.  21  Sep 
(CB,  BJ);  there  are  virtually  no  records  of  this 
species  in  Arizona  away  from  the  few  breed- 
ing locations  at  high  elevation  in  the  White 
Mts.  and  San  Francisco  Peaks.  In  general,  it 
was  not  a major  flight  year  for  most  of  the 
jays,  with  only  scattered  Western  Scrub-Jay 
reports  at  lower  elevations  in  s.  Arizona. 
Clark’s  Nutcracker  was  more  numerous  at 
odd  locations,  with  late  Sep  and  Oct  reports 
from  the  Chiricahua,  Santa  Catalina,  and 
Pinaleno  Mts.,  as  well  as  at  the  South  Rim  of 
the  Grand  Canyon,  and  at  lower  elevation  in 
the  Mt.  Trumbull  area  n.  of  the  Grand 
Canyon.  A Black-billed  Magpie  in  Ponderosa 
Pine/Pinyon  Juniper  habitat  near  Mt.  Trum- 
bull 22  Nov  (R.  Benford)  was  well  s.  of  all  but 
a few  previous  reports  of  this  species  in  nw. 
Arizona. 

Tree  Swallow  had  an  obvious  late  push  in 
the  state,  with  at  least  25  at  Whitewater  7-10 
Nov  (D.  Beaudette,  SH)  and  40  there  13  Nov 
(D.  Beaudette).  Two  late  Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallows  were  at  Amado  21  Nov  (M. 
Marsden),  and  2 late  Barn  Swallows  were  at 
Benson  23  Nov  (KK).  Mountain  Chickadees 
made  a significant  movement  into  non-breed- 
ing areas  in  the  state,  mainly  at  lower  eleva- 
tions at  oases  in  n.  Arizona.  A count  of  175  in 
the  Pinaleno  Mts.  on  11  Nov  (S.  Schuette  et 
al.)  was  indicative  of  a southward  movement 
into  the  state.  In  s.  Arizona,  one  was  at  the 
B.T.A.  1-7  Nov  (CST),  and  one  was  at  Whit- 
low Dam  13  Nov  (J.  Bartley).  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  staged  a significant  irruption  into 
Arizona,  first  detected  as  far  s.  as  Tucson  by  2 
Aug  (M.  Skinner),  with  numerous  reports 
from  all  across  Arizona  throughout  Sep-Nov. 
There  were  also  scattered  White-breasted 
Nuthatch  reports  from  late  Sep-Nov  from 
lowland  areas  away  from  breeding  locations, 
but  to  a much  lesser  extent  than  for  Red- 
breasteds.  In  a similar  fashion.  Brown  Creep- 
ers were  detected  at  scattered  lowland  loca- 
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tions  during  the  fall.  By  late  Oct,  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglets  were  also  detected  in  s.  Ari- 
zona, with  several  reports  from  lowland  loca- 
tions around  the  state,  as  well  as  numerous 
individuals  in  the  Chiricahua,  Santa  Rita,  and 
Pinaleno  Mts.  by  mid-Nov.  Black-capped 
Gnatcatchers  continued  at  known  localities, 
including  Leslie  Canyon,  Montosa  Canyon, 
Proctor  Rd.,  Patagonia  L.,  and  Sonoita  Cr. 
near  Patagonia. 

An  Eastern  Bluebird  was  reported  from 
Hance  Springs,  Coconino  1 Oct  (T.  Linda); 
there  are  few  extralimital  records  of  this 
species  in  the  state.  A Townsend’s  Solitaire  was 
reported  at  a very  low  elevation  in  Scottsdale 
22  Oct  (R.  Widner,  L.  Hatcher).  At  least  3 Ru- 
fous-backed Robins  were  found  this  season, 
with  one  at  Yuma  7 Nov  (ph.  L.  Piest),  one  in 
Madera  Canyon  23  Nov-1  Dec  (ph.  R.  & S. 
Smith),  and  one  in  Huachuca  Canyon  28 
Nov+  (A.  Miller  et  ah);  this  species  is  a casual 
fall  and  winter  visitor  to  s.  Ari- 
zona. The  only  Varied  Thrush 
reported  during  the  fall  was  at 
H.R.P.  23  Oct  (M.  Herring).  Al- 
though difficult  to  pin  down, 
there  appeared  to  be  an  Aztec 
Thrush  high  up  in  Madera 
Canyon  17  Nov+  (].  Janowski, 

SH  et  al.)  that  was  seen  only 
sporadically.  No  fewer  than  6 
Gray  Catbirds  were  found  away 
from  known  breeding  areas 
during  the  fall;  this  species  is 
still  considered  casual  as  a mi- 
grant in  the  state.  Also  casual  in 
Arizona,  4 Brown  Thrashers  were  present, 
with  one  at  Oak  Flat  Campground  21  Sep  and 
3 Nov  (CST),  one  at  the  B.T.A.  15  Oct+  (CST 
et  ah),  one  at  South  Fork  of  the  Little  Col- 
orado R.  16  Nov  (DR),  and  one  in  E.  Turkey 
Cr.,  Chiricahua  Mts.  26  Nov  (RT). 

WARBLERS  THROUaH  FINCHES 

A big  surprise  was  an  Olive  Warbler  at  the 
B.T.A.  3 Nov  (CST);  there  are  few  migrant 
records  of  this  species  away  from  coniferous 
forest  habitat  in  the  state.  Individual  Ten- 
nessee Warblers  were  at  G.W.R.  9-20  Nov 
(tMM;  ph.  PM;  ph.  CM)  and  in  Tucson  21 
Nov  (TMMS,  MPo).  Late  Nashville  Warblers 
were  at  G.W.R.  12  Nov  (TC)  and  at  Yuma  17 
Nov  (A.EO.).  Lucy’s  Warblers  are  all  but  non- 
existent in  the  state  after  Oct,  so  one  in  Tuc- 
son 3 Nov  (MA)  and  one  at  G.W.R.  18  Nov-i- 
(MM)  were  of  note.  Outstanding  was  a Cres- 
cent-chested Warbler  found  along  a remote 
trail  in  Madera  Canyon  30  Oct+  (G.  Romig,  J. 
Ambrose,  tMB,  tMMS,  MPo;  ph.  M.  Hen- 
schell);  this  is  only  the  2nd  late  fall/winter 
record  for  the  state  (and  for  the  United 


States).  Six  Northern  Parulas  were  found 
statewide;  this  species  is  now  considered  a 
rare  but  regular  migrant.  Much  more  casual  in 
the  state,  a Magnolia  Warbler  was  at  G.W.R. 
9-15  Nov  (ph.,  tMM;  ph.  PM).  Single  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warblers  were  at  Rio  Salado, 
Phoenix  15-16  Sep  (T.  Gaskill,  J.  Mann,  R. 
Lane)  and  at  Las  Cienegas  N.C.A.  25  Oct  (fe- 
male; KK).  Much  rarer  in  Arizona,  particular- 
ly during  the  past  20  years  or  so,  2 Black- 
throated  Green  Warblers  were  located,  with 
one  at  G.W.R.  23-24  Oct  (tMM;  ph.  H.  Bond; 
ph.  J.  Yerger)  and  one  at  Sweetwater  4-5  Nov 
(v.r.  MPo;  tMMS).  Rarer  still  was  a Black- 
burnian Warbler  at  El  Dorado  Park  in  Scotts- 
dale 17-21  Oct  0-  Bartley,  MM,  B.  Higgins;  ph. 
JBu,  PD,  ON,  DS);  there  were  fewer  than  20 
records  in  all  from  Arizona.  Grace’s  Warbler  is 
seldom  seen  away  from  breeding  areas  in  the 
state,  and  there  were  no  records  in  the  state 
later  than  Oct;  this  fall,  one  was  at  San 


Bernardino  N.W.R.  25  Sep  (REW),  providing 
a 3rd  lowland  record  from  this  location;  one 
was  at  Box  Bar,  Maricopa  10  Oct  (R.  Widner), 
providing  another  lowland  record;  and  un- 
usually late  records  included  one  at  Madera 
Canyon  31  Oct  (MMS,  MPo),  another  there  7- 
17  Nov  (MMS,  MPo),  and  a very  late  report 
from  the  Patagonia  Mts.  29  Nov  (MB,  MA,  M. 
Brooks,  J.  McCabe).  Pine  Warblers  have  been 
found  more  frequently  in  recent  years,  with 
most  reports  from  the  late  fall  and  winter;  this 
fall,  one  was  at  Pena  Blanca  L.  17-28  Nov 
(ph.,  tR.  Wright;  D.  Smyth).  The  only  Palm 
Warbler  of  the  fall  was  one  at  Quigley  W.A.  30 
Nov  (HD,  SD).  Despite  still  being  considered 
a rare-but-regular  fall  visitor  on  the  s.  Califor- 
nia coast,  there  are  relatively  few  Arizona 
records  of  Blackpoll  Warbler;  this  fall,  one 
was  at  Sweetwater  10-12  Oct  (JBo,  tMPo;  ph. 
R.  Pray),  and  another  was  at  G.W.R.  27-28 
Oct  (tPD;  ph.  BGr).  Pifteen  Black-and-white 
Warblers  statewide  were  a greater-than-usual 
number  for  a single  fall,  as  were  5 Prothono- 
tary  Warblers.  Rarer  in  the  state,  single 
Worm-eating  Warblers  were  at  Wenima  W.A. 


This  Blackburnian  Warbler,  casual  in  Arizona,  was  at  Scottsdale  19-21  October 
2007.  Photograph  by  Jim  Burns. 
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7 Oct  (DR)  and  at  Prescott  18  Oct-27  Nov 
(ph.  S.  & S.  Burk).  Scarce  during  the  fall  sea- 
son, a Kentucky  Warbler  was  banded  at  H.R.P. 
18  Aug  (A.  Webster;  ph.  K.  Watzek),  and  an- 
other was  seen  in  Chino  Valley  11  Aug  (CST). 
A report  of  a Mourning  Warbler  from  Morgan 
City  Wash  8 Sep  (tTC)  will  be  evaluated  by 
the  A.B.C.;  there  are  fewer  than  10  previous 
Arizona  records.  The  only  Hooded  Warblers 
reported  were  singles  at  S.  Fork  of  the  Little 
Colorado  R.  10-17  Aug  (SH)  and  at  Granite 
Basin  18  Aug  (CST).  It  is  a very  rare  migrant 
in  n.  Arizona. 

The  White-collared  Seedeater  found  at 
Kino  Springs  during  the  summer  season  was 
last  reported  24  Aug  (m.ob.);  the  A.B.C.  is 
evaluating  this  report  as  to  whether  or  not 
this  represented  a wild,  naturally  occurring 
bird.  Late  nesting  Rufous-winged  Sparrows 
were  detected  at  the  n.  end  of  the  Whetstone 
Mts.  12-14  Sep  (SH);  this  may  represent  the 
first  confirmed  nesting  of  this  species  from 
Cochise.  A late  Botteris  Sparrow  was  near 
Patagonia  L.  9 Oct  (SH),  indicative  of  an 
above-normal  monsoon  season  and  a mild 
early  fall.  Nine  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were 
reported  statewide,  a greater-than-normal 
number  for  one  fall  season.  A Grasshopper 
Sparrow  was  at  Gila  Bend  27  Oct  (CB,  S.  Stan- 


geland);  this  species  is  seldom  reported  away 
from  breeding  areas  in  the  state.  McCown’s 
Longspurs  were  found  n.  of  their  usual  win- 
tering range,  with  up  to  6 near  Scottsdale  27 
Oct-4  Nov  (KR,  CR)  and  one  at  San  Carlos  L., 
Gila  7 Nov  Q-  Estis).  A Yellow-eyed  Junco 
near  Lynx  L.  10  Nov,  accidental  in  the 
Prescott  region,  could  not  be  relocated  (K. 
Wingert  et  ah,  fide  CST).  Twenty  Varied 
Buntings  were  at  Tubac  on  the  late  date  of  7 
Oct  (WR),  and  21  Painted  Buntings  reported 
during  the  fall  was  a greater-than-usual  num- 
ber for  a single  season.  A Painted  Bunting 
found  24  Nov-i-  at  Rio  Salado,  Phoenix  (T. 
Gaskill  et  ah;  ph.  MMS)  was  quite  late  and 
may  have  represented  an  injured  or  sick  bird. 

An  above-average  14  Dickcissels  were 
found  during  the  fall.  Two  different  Common 
Grackles  were  well  described,  with  one  at 
Paloma  Ranch  27  Oct  (tCB)  and  one  at 
Cameron  2 Nov  (tCL);  this  species  is  casual 
in  the  state  during  fall  and  winter.  The  Streak- 
backed  Oriole  returned  to  G.W.R.  for  a 3rd 
winter  by  9 Oct  but  was  last  reported  17  Nov 
(ph.  RD,  CM,  BGr).  Cassin’s  Finches  staged  a 
significant  incursion  into  Arizona,  with  nu- 
merous reports  statewide  throughout  Oct  and 
Nov  at  both  lowland  and  montane  locations. 
The  same  was  true  for  Red  Crossbill,  Pine 


Siskin,  and  Lawrences  Goldfinches,  all  of  j' 
which  were  present  in  greater-than-usual 
numbers. 

Addendum:  Inadvertently  omitted  from  the  ! | 
fall  2006  report  was  a Red-breasted  Sapsuck-  1 
er  in  Tucson  1 Nov  (ph.  DS).  ■■ 

'I! 

Contributors:  Moez  Ali,  Arizona  Field  Or- 
nithologists (A.EO.),  Charlie  Babbitt,  Chris 
D.  Benesh,  Kathleen  Blair,  Jerry  Bock,  Matt  j 
Brown,  Jim  Burns,  Troy  Corman,  Henry  De- 
twiler,  Suzanne  Detwiler,  Pierre  Deviche,  ,|j 
Richard  Ditch,  Brendon  Grice  (BGr),  Bill  ji| 
Grossi,  Stuart  Healy  John  Higgins,  Bud  John-  , 
son,  Keith  Kamper,  Philip  Kline,  Chuck  ^ 
LaRue,  Cindy  Marple,  Michael  Moore,  Pete  j 
Moulton,  Oliver  Niehuis,  Molly  Pollock,  Kurt  ' 
Radamaker,  Cindy  Radamaker,  Donna  Roten,  j 
Rose  Ann  Rowlett,  Will  Russell,  Scott  ^ 
Schuette,  Dave  Stejskal,  Mark  M.  Stevenson, 

Rick  Taylor,  Carl  S.  Tomoff,  Richard  E.  Web-  j 
ster,  Janet  Witzeman  (Maticopa),  John  Yerger  ■ 

(Tucson  RBA).  I©  | 
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Great  Basin  | 


Rick  Fridell 


The  Great  Basin  Region  has  been  under- 
going a prolonged  drought,  with  eight 
of  the  past  ten  years  much  drier  than 
normal.  The  drought  has  led  to  many  land- 
scape changes  and  a prevalence  of  large  wild- 
fires. This  fall,  however,  provided  much-need- 
ed relief  in  the  form  of  above-average  precip- 
itation throughout  most  of  the  Region.  Many 
mountain  and  boreal  species  such  as  Clarks 
Nutcracker,  Steller’sjay  Mountain  Chickadee, 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Red  Crossbill,  and 
Cassin’s  Finch  irrupted  into  lowland  and 
desert  areas  throughout  the  season.  Many  of 
these  species  turned  up  in  very  peculiar  loca- 
tions and  in  large  numbers,  often  providing 
first  records  for  many  locations.  It  was  also  a 
spectacular  season  in  the  Great  Basin  for 
sightings  of  rare  species  and  outright  va- 
grants. There  were  many  incredible  sightings 
highlighted  by  Wood  Thrush,  Red-faced  War- 
bler, and  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  in  Nevada,  and 
Ruff  and  Long-tailed  Jaeger  in  Utah.  Also  this 
season,  Nevada  added  Little  Gull  to  the  state 
list,  and  Utah’s  first  accepted  records  included 
Neotropic  Cormorant,  Sharp-tailed  Sand- 
piper, Cape  May  Warbler,  and  Pine  Warbler, 
with  possible  first  state  records  of  Blackburn- 
ian Warbler,  Baird’s  Sparrow,  and  Purple 
Finch,  still  under  review. 

Abbreviations:  Antelope  1.  (Antelope  Island 
S.P  and  Causeway,  Davis,  UT);  Bear  R.  (Bear 
River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box  Elder,  UT); 
Corn  Cr.  (Corn  Creek  Unit,  Desert  N.W.R., 
Clark,  NV);  Farmington  Bay  (Farmington  Bay 
W.M.A.,  Dovis,  UT);  Fish  Springs  (Fish 
Springs  N.W.R.,  Juab,  UT);  S.L.I.C.  (Salt  Lake 
International  Center,  Salt  Lake,  UT);  H.B.VP 
(Flenderson  Bird  Viewing  Preserve,  Clark, 
NV);  Lake  Mead  (Lake  Mead  N.R.A.,  Clark, 
NV);  Lytle  (Lytle  Ranch  Preserve,  Washington, 
UT);  Miller’s  R.A.  (Miller’s  Rest  Area,  Esmer- 
alda, NV);  Ouray  (Ouray  N.W.R.,  Uintah, 
UT);  Red  Flills  (Red  Hills  G.C.,  St.  George, 
Washington,  UT);  Zion  (Zion  N.P,  Washing- 
ton, UT). 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Drake  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  observed  11 
Nov  at  Farmington  Bay  Q&KB)  and  20  Nov+ 
at  the  Hidden  Valley  G.C.,  Reno,  Washoe,  NV 
(GS).  Lower-than-average  numbers  of  scoters 
were  observed  in  the  Region  this  fall;  but  as 
typical.  Surf  Scoters  led  the  way,  with  an  ear- 
ly male  and  female  at  Minersville  Res.,  Beaver, 
UT  17  Oct  (RF).  Additional  Utah  Surf  Scoters 
included  an  imm.  3-20  Nov  at  Antelope  1. 
(S&CS  et  al.),  4 imms.  6 Nov  at  Panguitch  L., 
Garfield  (RF),  and  a male  and  10  imms.  7 Nov 
at  Otter  Creek  S.P,  Piute  (RF).  The  only  Surf 
Scoters  reported  from  Nevada  were  a juv.  11- 
24  Nov  at  Pyramid  L.,  Wasboe  (RSt,  DG,  HP  et 
al.)  and  a male  24  Nov  at  Walker  L.,  Mineral 
(AD).  White-winged  Scoters  were  also  report- 
ed from  the  same  two  sites  in  Nevada:  3 at 
Pyramid  L.  (28  Oct;  AD)  and  2 at  Walker  L. 


(24  Nov;  AD).  White-winged  Scoters  were 
observed  in  Utah  at  Antelope  1.  3 Nov+ 
(S&CS,  ph.  PH),  plus  4 photographed  at  Pan- 
guitch L.,  Gaifield  6 Nov  (RF).  Black  Scoters 
are  typically  the  rarest  of  the  scoters  in  the 
Great  Basin;  however,  an  unprecedented  9 
were  observed  in  Utah  this  season.  The  first 
were  found  4 Nov  at  Hyrum  S.P,  Cache  (KA, 

SD)  and  4-20  Nov  at  Antelope  1.  (ph.  TA, 

RO) .  Additional  Black  Scoter  sightings  in- 
cluded 3 ads.  at  Panguitch  L.,  Gaifield  6-7 
Nov  (ph.  RF),  2 females  at  Otter  Creek  S.P, 
Piute  7 Nov  (ph.  RF),  and  an  imm.  at  Gunlock 


S.P,  Washington  21  Nov  (ph.  RF).  Up  to  14 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  observed  3-30  Nov  at 
Antelope  1.  (S&CS,  TA,  m.ob.),  and  singles 
were  found  23  Nov  at  Great  Salt  Lake  S.P,  Salt 
Lake,  UT  (TA)  and  27  Nov  at  Overton  Beach, 
L.  Mead  QB). 

Red-throated  Loons  were  observed  at  Otter 
Creek  S.P,  Piute,  UT  7 Nov  (ph.  RF),  East 
Canyon  S.P,  Morgan.  UT  7 (ph.  TA)  & 12 
Nov  O&KB),  and  Bowman  Res.,  Logandale, 
Clark,  NV  20-29  Nov  (ph.  RF,  FO  et  al.).  Ten 
Pacific  Loons  were  observed  in  the  Region  be- 
tween 5-11  Nov  in  three  Utah  counties 
(Cache,  Morgan,  and  Wasatdi)  and  one  Ne- 
vada location  (Pyramid  L.,  Washoe).  Red- 
necked Grebes  are  very  rare  visitors  to  the 
Region,  so  3 well-documented  birds  this  sea- 
son were  a surprise.  The  first  was  a very  early 
individual  28  Aug-12  Sep  at  Pyramid  L., 


Washoe,  NV  (MM,  RSt,  DG),  followed  by  sin- 
gles 11-28  Oct  in  Orem,  Utah,  UT  (tMW,  ph. 
MMo,  LG)  and  25  Nov  at  Brunswick  Canyon 
Res.,  Carson,  NV  (ph.  GS,  DM).  Utah’s  first 
documented  Neotropic  Cormorant  was 
found  29  Aug  at  Quichapa  L.,  Iron  (ph.,  tRF, 
m.ob.)  and  remained  through  19  Oct,  ob- 
served by  most  of  the  state’s  traveling  birders. 
A well-documented  Reddish  Egret  visited 
Eish  Springs  2-8  Aug  (ph.  RSi,  tPJ,  AB,  DP), 
and  an  ad.  Glossy  Ibis  was  photographed  at 
Bear  R.  12  Aug  QBi);  these  sightings  represent 
the  3rd  documented  Utah  records  for  both 
species. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  sightings  con- 
tinue to  increase  in  the  Region,  with 
15  individuals  observed  in  seven  Ne- 
vada counties  (Clark,  Esmeralda,  Eu- 
reka, Lincoln,  Lyon,  Nye,  and  Was/ioe) 
and  3 photographed  in  two  Utah 
counties  (Millard  and  Washington). 
Broad-winged  Hawks  were  reported 
from  three  Utah  locations;  5 Sep  at 
Kolob  Meadows,  Washington  (AS),  21 
Sep  at  Nephi,  Juflb  (LT),  and  26  Sep  at 
Wellsville,  Cache  (JL).  A pair  of  Zone- 
tailed Hawks  summering  in  the  Kolob 


Glossy  Ibis  is  a recent  addition  to  the  Utah  checklist;  however,  this  adult 
photographed  1 2 August  2007  at  Bear  River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge  in 
Box  Elder  County  is  Utah's  third  confirmed  sighting  in  the  past  eighteen 
months.  Photograph  by  Jack  Binch. 


Black  Scoters,  the  rarest  of  the  scoters  in  the  Great  Basin,  have  been  observed  with  increasing  frequency  in  recent  years 
there.  First-winter  scoters  comprise  the  vast  majority  of  sightings,  so  these  three  adults  photographed  6 October  2007  at 
Panguitch  Lake,  Garfield  County,  Utah  were  very  unusual.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 
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Mountain  Plovers  are  very  rarely  reported  in  the  Great  Basin,  and  this  unusually  large  flock,  photographed  21  October  2007 
in  the  Amargosa  ¥alley  of  Nye  County,  represents  just  the  third  accepted  record  for  Nevada.  Photograph  by  Martin  Meyers. 


Meadows,  Washington,  UT  lingered  through  6 
Sep  (AS,  ph.  TA).  Somewhat  more  surprising 
was  a Zone-tailed  Hawk  observed  4 Sep  at 
Devil’s  Canyon,  San  Juan,  UT  (tRL).  A possi- 
ble Black  Rail  was  flushed  at  Ash  Meadows 
N.W.R.,  Nye,  NV  25  Sep  (p.a.,  tDW,  EK);  if 
accepted,  it  would  be  a Nevada  first.  A Com- 
mon Moorhen  12  Sep  at  Farmington  Bay 
O&KB)  was  n.  of  expected  range. 


A species  long  enpected  in  Nevada,  this  first-cycle  Little  Gull 
was  found  by  visiting  birders  Linda  Mack  and  Scott  Barnes 
at  Key  Pittman  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Lincoln  County 
24-26  (here  25)  November  2007  and  represents  a first  for 
Nevada.  Photograph  by  linda  Mark 

It  was  a great  fall  for  shorebird  sightings  in 
the  Region,  particularly  in  locations  around 
the  Great  Salt  Lake.  A juv.  Mountain  Plover 
was  reported  11  Aug  at  Bear  R.  (MSt  et  al.), 
and  a flock  of  17  was  photographed  21-29 
Oct  in  the  Amargosa  ’Valley,  Nye,  NV  (ph.  GS, 
ph.  MM,  JD  et  al.).  'Whimbrels  were  found  at 
Antelope  1.  8 Aug  and  11  Sep  (ph.  TA),  and 
Bear  R.  hosted  a Ruddy  Turnstone  18-19  Aug 
(KP,  GB,  BB).  Two  Red  Knots  were  observed  at 
Antelope  I.  22  Sep  (p.a.,  J&KB).  Fair  numbers 
of  Seinipalmated  Sandpipers  were  reported 
from  typical  Utah  and  Nevada  shorebird 
hotspots;  however,  singles  at  the  unusual  Ne- 
vada locations  of  Amargosa  Valley,  Nye  18 


Aug  (GS)  and  Dyer,  Esmeralda  19  Aug  (GS) 
were  noteworthy.  Utah’s  first  Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper  was  photographed  13-14  Oct  at 
Antelope  I.  (ph.,  tTA  et  al).  Stilt  Sandpipers 
were  observed  in  several  Utah  locations:  11- 

19  Aug  (MSt  et  al.)  and  1 Sep  (KP)  at  Bear  R., 

20  Sep  at  the  Provo  Airport  Dike,  Utah  (EH), 
and  13  Oct  at  Pelican  L.,  Uintah  (LG).  Utah’s 
3rd  confirmed  Ruff  was  found  21  Oct  at  An- 
telope I.  (tJ&KB).  A Red  Phalarope  pho- 
tographed 3 Sep  on  a farm  pond  at  the  Ar- 
lemonte  Ranch,  Esmeralda,  NV  (ph.  GS)  was 
a nice  surprise.  Additional  Red  Phalarope 
sightings  included  a single  individual  in 
Cache  Valley,  Cache,  UT  (20  Sep;  ph.  KA),  3 
at  Antelope  I.  (23  Sep;  ph.  TA),  and  a late 
sighting  at  Great  Salt  Lake  S.E,  Salt 
Lake,  UT  (9  Nov;  TA). 

A surprising  number  of  juv. 
jaegers  passed  through  the  R,egion 
this  fall;  all  but  one  left  unidentified. 

A juv.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  made  a sur- 
prise visit  to  Quail  Creek  S.E,  Wash- 
ington, UT  18  Oct  (ph.,tRF,  m.ob.) 
and  lingered  until  at  least  7 Nov, 
moving  between  Quail  Creek  and 
Sand  Hollow  S.E,  affording  many  ob- 
servers an  opportunity  to  view  this 
typically  pelagic  species.  Jaegers 
thought  not  to  be  Long-tailed  were 
observed  at  Pyramid  L.,  Washoe,  NV 
14  Sep  (FP,  DS),  Farmington  Bay  19- 
24  Sep  (S&CS,  ph.  TA  et  al).  Great 
Salt  Lake  S.E,  Salt  Lake,  UT  25  Sep  (CW,  CN), 
plus  2 at  Antelope  I.  17  Oct  (TA).  Nevada’s 
first  Little  Gull  was  found  24  Nov  at  Key 
Pittman  "W.M.A.,  Lincoln  (tDB,  ph.  LM)  and 
remained  through  26  Nov  (ph.  GS,  J&MC  et 
al).  A Mew  Gull  was  photographed  20-27 
Nov  at  Antelope  I.  (TA,  BF)  and  a first-cycle 
Thayer’s  Gull  visited  Virginia  L.,  Washoe,  NV 
8-24  Nov  (MM,  FP,  RSt  et  al).  Additional 


Thayer’s  Gulls  were  observed  at  Lee  Kay  15 
Nov  (TA)  and  Decker  L.,  Salt  Lake,  UT  23 
Nov  (TA).  An  ad.  Western  Gull  turned  up  2 
Nov+  at  Sunset  Park,  Las  Vegas,  Clark,  NV 
(ph.  MH,  m.ob.).  Glaucous-winged  Gulls 
were  found  29  Sep  (DS)  and  24  Nov  (MM)  at 
Pyramid  L.,  Washoe,  NV  and  6 Nov  at  Virginia 
L.,  Washoe,  NV  (FP).  It  was  an  unbelievable 
fall  for  Sabine’s  Gulls  in  the  Great  Basin;  nor- 
mally, a few  pass  through  the  Region  each 
year,  but  no  fewer  than  38  were  observed  this 
autumn.  Sabine’s  Gull  sightings  ranged  from  9 
Sep  to  6 Nov  and  were  observed  throughout 
Nevada  (Clark,  Lincoln,  and  Washoe)  and 
Utah  (Beaver,  Cache,  Davis,  Iron,  Juab,  Mil- 
lard, Salt  Lake,  Summit,  and  Washington). 

D0¥ES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Wayward  Vi/hite -winged  Doves  turned  up  n. 
of  expected  range  at  Morgan,  Morgan,  UT  3 
Sep-22  Nov  (WS,  ASm)  and  Pleasant  Grove, 
Utah,  UT  25  Oct  (Gj).  A Flammulated  Owl 
was  an  unusual  guest  29  Sep  at  a residence  in 
nw.  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  (ph.  F&GP).  Utah’s  4th 
Boreal  Owl  record  was  found  3 Nov  near  the 
jet.  of  SR-35  and  208,  e.  of  Tabiona,  Duchesne 
(BM).  A juv.  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  pho- 
tographed 13  Aug  at  Fletcher  Canyon,  Spring 
Mountain  N.R.A.,  Clark  (RS,  J&MC,  ph.  KF) 
was  a major  surprise  and  represents  one  of 
only  a few  breeding  records  in  s.  Nevada. 
There  were  fewer  than  normal  Vaux’s  Swift 
sightings  this  fall  outside  of  ne.  Nevada.  Clark, 
NV  sightings  included  one  at  Corn  Cr.  16  Sep 
(GS,  RSt,  DG,  MM),  2 at  Spring  Mountain  S.E 


20  Sep  (GS,  RSt,  DG),  and  3 at  H.VB.E  28  Sep 
0D,  DSh  et  al.).  Utah  Vaux’s  Swift  sightings  in- 
cluded 3 at  Pine  Valley,  Washington  5 Sep  (AS) 
and  one  at  Red  Hills  16  Sep  (RF). 

At  least  5 Acorn  Woodpeckers  were  ob- 
served 13-20  Oct  in  the  Kolob  Meadows, 
Washington,  UT  (RF,  J&KB).  There  are  fewer 
than  10  accepted  Red-breasted  Sapsucker 
records  in  Utah;  however,  2 were  reported 


One  of  two  Blue-headed  Virees  reported  from  Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  Is- 
land State  Park,  Utah,  this  one  remained  from  19  (here  20)  August  until  3 
September  2007  and  provided  Utah's  third  accepted  record.  Photograph 
by  Tim  Avery. 
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This  Veery  was  photographed  15  September  2007  at  the  Arlemonte 
Ranch,  Esmeralda  County,  and  pending  acceptance  by  the  Nevada  Bird 
Records  Committee  will  provide  Nevada's  sixth  documented  record.  Pho- 
tograph by  Greg  Scyphers. 


from  Lytle  this  fall.  The  first,  observed  27-30 
Sep  (LH,  ph.  LLe,  JD,  tph.  RF,  m.ob.),  was 
identified  as  ruber,  a first  record  of  this  n.  sub- 
species for  the  state.  The  2nd  Red-breasted 
Sapsucker  observed  16  Nov  at  Lytle  (LT)  was 
of  the  daggetti  subspecies. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Least  Flycatchers,  likely  more  frequent  tran- 
sients through  the  Region  than  the  limited 
number  of  records  would  indicate,  were  re- 
ported from  several  Utah  locations.  The  first, 
on  the  early  date  of  19  Aug,  was  pho- 
tographed at  Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  1.  (TA), 
followed  by  individuals  reported  from  Bluff, 
San  Juan  14  Sep  (LG),  Red  Hills  17  Sep  (SS, 
ph.  RF),  and  the  S.L.l.C.  20  Sep  (TA).  A Least 
Flycatcher  also  turned  up  in  Nevada  27  Oct  at 
the  Dyer  Pond,  Esmeralda  (ph.  GS,  JD).  An 
Eastern  Phoebe  was  observed  21  Nov+  at  Ly- 
tle (S&CS,  LT),  and  a Vermilion  Flycatcher 
was  out  of  expected  range  15  Sep  at  the  Hatch 
Trading  Post,  San  Juan,  UT  (LG).  Eastern 
Kingbirds  turned  up  several  unexpected  Utah 
locations  including  the  Washington  Eields, 
Washington  11  Aug  (RE)  and  Eish  Springs  28- 
30  Aug  (MMi,  RE). 

A Blue-headed  Vireo  graced  Garr  Ranch, 
Antelope  1.  18  Aug-3  Sep  (tMW,  tj&KB,  ph. 
TA),  and  another  was  reported  there  26  Sep 
(AS,  ASm)  but  without  details.  The  only  Red- 
eyed Vireo  reported  in  the  Region  was  also  at 
Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  1.  27  Aug-15  Sep  QBi  et 
al.).  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  the  most 
prevalent  of  many  mountain  species  that  ir- 
rupted into  lowland  and  desert  areas  through- 
out the  Region.  These  species  starting  appear- 
ing in  large  numbers  at  unusual  locations  in 
early  Sep  and  continued  through  the  season. 
Flocks  of  Clark’s  Nutcrackers  also  made  sev- 
eral unusual  lowland  appearances,  and  a Blue 
Jay  was  occasionally  observed  15  Oct-6  Nov 


visiting  feeders  at  Willard,  Box  Elder, 
UT  (CS,  BE  ph.  TA).  A very  late  Blue- 
gray  Gnatcatcher  was  photographed 
30  Nov  at  Ladyfinger  Pt.,  Antelope  1. 
(PH).  Nevada  cornered  the  market 
on  rare  thrush  sightings  with  a Veery 
photographed  15  Sep  at  the  Ar- 
lemonte Ranch,  Esmeralda  (MM,  GS, 
RSt,  DG)  and  a Wood  Thrush  at 
Corn  Cr.  13-15  Oct  (G&CZ,  RS,  ph. 
GS,  tJ&MC).  Gray  Catbirds  were 
found  at  the  Capitol  Reef  N.P.  Camp- 
ground, Wayne,  UT  (10  Aug;  KGa) 
and  the  Arlemonte  Ranch,  Esmeral- 
da, NV  (3  Nov;  GS).  The  only  Brown 
Thrasher  reported  this  season  was  at 
Lytle  on  28  Sep  (LT).  A female 
Phainopepla  at  Tonopah,  Nye,  NV  4- 
6 Oct  was  somewhat  n.  of  expected 
range  (KW,  RF  et  al.). 

Thirty-three  species  of  warblers 
were  reported  in  the  Region  this 
fall,  including  an  amazing  variety 
of  e.  vagrants.  A male  Golden- 
winged Warbler  was  pho- 
tographed 15  Sep  at  Corn  Cr.  (ph. 

MK),  and  although  it  could  not  be 
relocated,  incredibly,  chasers  found 
a female  there  the  following  day 
(ph.  GS,  ph.  MM,  ph.  RSt,  m.ob.). 

Tennessee  Warblers  were  observed 
at  Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  1.  13  Aug 
(tJ&KB),  Arlemonte  Ranch,  Es- 
meralda, NV  23  Sep  (ph.  GS,  ph. 

DG),  Lytle  27  Sep  (RF  et  al.),  and 
Idlewild  Park,  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  1 
Oct  (EKu,  Jide  AM).  The  only  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  was  seen  1 1 Sep  at  Miller’s  R. A.  (ph 
FP,  GP,  DMo).  Magnolia  Warblers  were  ob- 
served 11  Sep  at  Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  1.  QBe, 
JR,  ph.  KE,  ph.  TE)  and  23  Sep  at  a Eernley 
residence,  Lyon,  NV  (D&RS).  Utah’s  first  doc- 
umented Cape  May  Warbler,  a first-year  fe- 


Lark  Buntings  are  rare  fall  transients  through  the  Great 


Basin,  with  most  previous  observations  from  September  and 
October;  however,  this  male  was  photographed  unusually 
late  in  the  season,  on  21  November  20007  in  the  Hurricane 
Fields,  Washington  County,  Utah.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 


male,  was  photographed  16  Sep  at  Red  Hills 
(tLT,  ph.  PC,  ph.  RF). 

Three  male  Black-throated  Blue  Warblers 
were  documented  in  the  Region,  including  a 
somewhat  early  sighting  at  Dyer,  Esmeralda, 
NV  18  Sep  (ph.  FP,  GP,  DS),  at  Henderson, 
Clark,  NV  21  Oct  (DV),  and  at  Lytle  5 Nov 
(LL,  AO).  Hermit  Warblers  were  reported 
from  two  Washington,  UT  locations,  including 
3 on  10  Aug  at  Oak  Grove  (LJ,  RF)  and  one 
25  Aug  at  Lava  Pt.,  Zion  N.P  (CN,  TA).  Black- 
burnian Warblers  are  seldom  seen  in  Nevada 
and  have  not  been  recorded  in  Utah,  so  four 
sightings  this  fall  in  the  Region  was  a remark- 
able tally.  The  first  was  a female  reported  11 
Sep  at  the  Circle  L Ranch,  Esmeralda.  NV 
(F&GP,  DMo),  followed  by  a first-fall  male 
photographed  22  Sep  at  Lida  Pond,  Esmeral- 
da (ph.  GS,  ph.  DG,  RSt).  Another  Blackburn- 


ian Warbler  was  found  30  Sep-1  Oct  at  Sun- 
set Park,  Las  Vegas,  Clark,  NV  (IDS,  RS, 
CWi),  and  finally,  one  was  reported  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  Salt  Lake,  UT  17  Oct  (p.a.,  MSt  et 
al).  Utah’s  first  Pine  Warbler  was  also  found 
this  period:  an  imm.  photographed  26  Nov 
near  Lytle  (ph.,  tTA;  ph.,  tRF).  An  unprece- 
dented 8 Palm  Warblers  were  reported  in  the 
Region,  including  individuals  at  Rancho  San 
Rafael  Park,  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  26  Sep  (ph. 
FP),  H.B.VP.  27  Sep  QMo  et  al.).  Sunset  Park, 
Las  Vegas,  Clark,  NV  7 Oct  (ph.  RF),  H.B.VP. 
12  Oct  (ph.  TNe),  Robber’s  Roost  Canyon, 
Wayne,  UT  13  Oct  (tCD),  Sage  Hen  Rd.,  Dyer, 
Esmeralda,  NV  27  Oct  (GS,  JD),  and  Lytle  25- 
27  Nov  (tTA,  S&CS).  Blackpoll  Warblers  also 
made  a good  showing  this  fall,  with  observa- 
tions 10  Sep  at  Red  Hills  (ph.,  tRF),  15  Sep  at 
Circle  L Ranch,  Esmeralda,  NV  (ph.  MM,  ph. 
GS,  DG,  RSt),  16  Sep  at  S.L.l.C  (ph.  TA),  and 
4 Oct  at  Circle  L Ranch  (ph.  RF,  KW).  Neva- 
da’s only  Black-and-white  Warbler  sighting 
this  period  was  16  Sep  at  Pyramid  L,  Washoe, 
NV  (F&GP,  DMo);  3 were  reported  in  Utah, 
including  2 at  Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  1.  9 


Yet  another  of  many  outstanding  sightings  in  the  Great  Basin,  this  Wood 
Thrush  graced  the  Corn  Creek  Unit  of  the  Desert  National  Wildlife  Range  IS- 
IS (here  14)  October  2007,  providing  an  opportunity  for  many  local  birders 
to  view  this  attractive  eastern  species.  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 
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This  Le  Conte's  Sparrow  was  an  incredible  find  6 September 
2007  on  the  lawn  of  Miller's  Rest  Area,  Esmeralda  County, 
Nevada.  Miller's  Rest  Area,  located  along  Highway  95/6 
northwest  of  Tonopah,  is  a hotspot  for  vagrants,  particu- 
larly during  fall  migration.  Photograph  by  Fred  Petersen. 

O&KB)  & 17-18  Sep  (TA,  BHu,  NB),  and  an- 
other at  Lytle  18-19  Oct  O&KB,  LT).  Over  20 
American  Redstarts  were  reported  between  4 
Sep  and  13  Oct  from  Clark,  Esmeralda,  Lin- 
coln, and  Nye,  NV  and  Box  Elder,  Millard,  and 
Washington,  UT.  Prothonotary  Warblers  were 
found  8-9  Sep  at  S.L.I.C.  (CN,  ph.  TA)  and  29 
Sep  at  Corn  Cr.  (GS,  MM,  TL,  BC), 

The  Regions  only  Worm-eating  Warbler 
was  observed  5 Oct  at  Pabranagat  N.W.R., 
Lincoln,  NV  (KW,  ph,  RF).  Ovenbirds  are  reg- 
ularly reported  each  fall  in  Nevada — this  sea- 
son there  were  three  sightings  between  6 Sep 
and  6 Oct  in  Clark  and  Esmeralda — but  they 
are  seldom  seen  in  Utah,  where  there  are  no 
accepted  fall  sightings  since  1994.  Likewise, 
fair  numbers  of  Hooded  Warblers  are  ob- 
served each  year  in  Nevada,  yet  there  are  only 
four  accepted  Utah  records  and  only  one  in 
the  past  15  years.  This  fall,  Nevada  Hooded 
Warblers  were  found  16  Sep  at  Lida,  Esmeral- 
da (GS,  MM,  DG,  RSt),  18  Sep  at  Miller’s  R.A. 
(DS),  28  Sep  at  Pahranagat  N.W.R,  Lincoln 
(RF,  KW),  and  29  Sep  at  Warm  Springs,  Nye 
(TL).  Northern  Waterthrushes  made  a good 
showing,  with  8 observed  in  Nevada  (Clark, 
Esmeralda,  Lincoln,  and  Nye)  and  4 in  Utah 
(Davis  and  Wcishington).  An  accommodating 
Canada  Warbler  was  a major  surprise  17-20 
Sep  at  Mt.  Charleston,  Clark,  NV  (ph.  MK, 
m.ob.).  Another  highlight  this  season  was  a 
Red-faced  Warbler  located  2 Aug  in  Fletcher 
Canyon,  Spring  Mountain  N.R.A.,  Clark  QJ, 
ph.  CT,  RT,  ph.  GS,  m.ob.).  The  warbler  re- 
mained through  at  least  17  Aug  and  furnished 
Nevada’s  2nd  documented  record,  33  years  af- 
ter the  first  observations  in  1974.  There  were 
several  Summer  Tanagers  observed  n.  of  ex- 


pected range,  including  in  Salt  Lake,  UT  11 
Aug  (RFe),  Dyer,  Esmeralda,  NV  15  Sep  (GS 
et  ah),  and  Weber,  UT  6 Oct  (BF  et  ah).  A fe- 
male Scarlet  Tanager  was  reported  9 Nov  at 
Lytle  (p.a.,  LT). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

It  was  an  outstanding  fall  for  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  in  the  Great  Basin,  with  six  sightings. 
The  first  was  observed  26  Aug  near  Central, 
Washington,  UT,  followed  by  singles  4 Sep  at 
Antelope  I.  (ASm,  KE,  JBe),  13  Sep  at  Lida 
Pond,  Esmeralda,  NV  (GS),  16-17  Sep  at 
S.L.I.C.  (ph.  TA),  22-29  Sep  at  Tonopah,  Nye, 
NV  (GS,  DG,  RSt),  and  27  Sep  at  Key  Pittman 
W.M.A.,  Lincoln,  NV  (tDS).  A Sage  Sparrow 
photographed  23  Oct  at  Incline  Village, 
Washoe,  NV  (MM)  furnished  one  of  only  a few 
records  in  the  Tahoe  Basin.  Lark  Buntings  were 
observed  at  four  Nevada  locations  this  fall,  in- 
cluding Dyer,  Esmeralda  1 Sep  (ph.  GS,  RSt, 
DG),  Tonopah,  Nye  2-7  Sep  (GS  et  ah).  Miller’s 
R.A.  8 Sep  (GS  et  al.),  and  Corn  Cr.  22  Oct 
(RS).  The  only  Lark  Bunting  reported  in  Utah 
was  a late  male  21  Nov  in  the  Hurricane  Fields, 
Washington  (ph.  RF).  A Grasshopper  Sparrow 
made  a rare  appearance  at  Corn  Cr.  22  Oct 
(p.a.,  RS).  A possible  Baird’s  Sparrow  was  re- 
ported 5 Oct  in  the  orchard  at 
Lytle  (p.a.,  TLT)  and  will  furnish 
the  first  Utah  record  if  accepted. 

Certainly  one  of  the  highlights  of 
the  season  was  Nevada’s  3rd  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow,  photographed 
on  the  lawn  at  Miller’s  R.A.  6 Sep 
(ph.  FP).  At  least  4 Sooty  Fox 
Sparrows  were  reported  between 
19  and  22  Oct  (Clark,  Esmeral- 
da, and  Nye,  NV;  Washington 
UT),  suggesting  this  Pacific  sub- 
species is  perhaps  more  common 
in  the  Region  than  previously 
thought.  There  was  a fair  passage 
of  White-throated  Sparrows 
through  the  Great  Basin,  with  12  sightings  be- 
tween 16  Sep  and  30  Nov.  Harris’s  Sparrows 
were  observed  at  two  Nevada  locations:  27  Oct 
in  Elko  (RB)  and  3 Nov  in  Esmeralda  (GS,  JD). 
Two  Utah  locations  also  had  Harris’s:  21  Oct  in 
Morgan  (WS)  and  27  Nov  in  Sanpete  QS).  Fe- 
male McGown’s  Longspurs  were  found  20  Oct 
at  the  Arlemonte  Ranch,  Esmeralda,  NV  QD, 
GS  et  al.)  and  29  Oct  in  the  Amargosa  Valley, 
Nye,  NV  (JD).  Lapland  Longspurs  were  also 
observed  at  these  locations.  Utah  Lapland 
Longspurs  included  singles  22  Nov  at  Lytle 
(ph.  RF)  and  24  Nov  at  Central,  Washington 
(LT).  Nevada  supplied  the  only  Chestnut-col- 
lared Longspur  sightings,  with  singles  21-29 
Oct  in  the  Amargosa  Valley,  Nye  (GS,  MM)  and 
27  Oct  Dyer,  Esmeralda  (GS,  JD).  Early  Snow 


Bunting  sightings  included  4 at  Antelope  1.  16- 
24  Nov  (ph.  PH)  and  3 at  Bear  River  22  Nov 
(WS,  AS). 

A female  Northern  Cardinal  found  during  a 
Western  Field  Ornithologists’  field  trip  (KG, 
ph.  MM,  m.ob.)  brightened  Sunset  Park,  Las 
Vegas,  Clark,  NV  28  Sep  and  remained  through 
at  least  10  Oct.  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  sight- 
ings were  well  below  average,  with  only  four 
reports,  including  three  in  Utah  (Morgan  and 
Washington)  and  one  lingering  at  Corn  Cr.  28 
Sep-3  Oct  (DS,  m.ob).  Utah’s  first  Painted 
Bunting,  originally  found  24  Jul,  lingered  into 
the  fall  season  through  8 Aug  at  Fish  Springs 
(MMi,  m.ob.).  There  was  only  one  Bobolink  re- 
ported in  the  Great  Basin,  a female  at  Tonopah, 
Nye,  NV  13  Oct  (GS).  A Baltimore  Oriole  was 
also  reported  at  Tonopah  27  Sep  QE)-  Possible 
Purple  Finches  were  observed  at  Lytle  7 Sep 
(tRF,  LT)  and  at  Dyer,  Esmeralda,  NV  4 Oct 
(tRF,  KW).  Pending  acceptance  by  the  state 
records  committees,  these  sightings  would  rep- 
resent a first  for  Utah  and  one  of  only  a hand- 
ful for  Nevada,  respectively.  A juv.  Red  Cross- 
bill was  an  odd  site  29  Aug  at  Fish  Springs 
(MMi)  and  an  early  harbinger  of  the  irruption 
of  boreal  and  mountain  species  in  the  Region. 
Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  were  observed  3-5  Sep 


at  Dammeron  Valley,  Washington,  UT  (BL,  ph. 
TA,  GB),  23  Sep  at  the  Arlemonte  Ranch,  Es- 
meralda, NV  (ph.  GS,  DG,  RSt),  29-30  Sep  at 
Spring  Mt.,  Clark,  NV  (MS,  MM,  m.ob.),  and  3 
Nov  at  Circle  L Ranch,  Esmeralda,  NV  (JD). 

Corrigendum:  A hummingbird  visiting  a 
feeder  in  Las  Vegas,  Clark,  NV,  in  Mar  2007 
was  reported  as  a Magnificent  Hummingbird 
in  the  spring  report;  follow-up  concluded  this 
was  incorrect  and  that  the  bird  was  actually  a 
female  Anna’s  Hummingbird. 

Contributors  and  cited  observers:  David  Al- 
lan, Keith  Archibald,  Tim  Avery,  Glenn  Bar- 
low,  Joe  Barnes,  Scott  Barnes,  Jay  Banta  Qba). 
Ruth  Baylis,  John  Bellmon  QBe),  Betsy 
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This  Lapland  Longspur,  one  of  four  observed  this  fall  in  the  Great  Basin,  was 
found  22  November  2007  at  the  unusual  location  of  Lytle  Ranch,  Washington 
County,  Utah.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 
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merhill,  Steve  Summers,  Carolyn  Titus, 
Richard  Titus,  Larry  Tripp,  Debbie  Van 
Dooremolen,  Christy  Wall,  Alan  Wallace, 
Merrill  Webb,  Darrick  Weissenfluh,  Chris 
Williams  (CWi),  Kevin  Wheeler,  Gart  and 
Christine  Zachman,  Andy  Zdon.  O 


Rick  Fridell,  3505  West  290  North 
Hurricane,  Utah  84737,  (rfrideii@redrod<.net) 


Alaska 


ThedeTobish 


Had  observers  been  present  at  just  a 
few  additional  sites  (Attu  Island, 
Middleton  Island),  I have  no  doubt 
that  fall  2007  would  have  been  the  finest 
Alaska  showing  for  rarities  and  extralimitals 
of  all  time.  As  it  was,  great  coverage  at  the  Re- 
gion’s western  periphery  and  now-regular 
sites  produced  an  incredible  array  of  unusual 
birds  rivaled  only  by  the  2004  season.  Field 
parties  accounted  for  fully  20%  of  the  total 
species  annotated  as  casual  or  accidental  on 
the  Alaska  checklist  (i.e.,  species  for  which 
there  are  fewer  than  a half-dozen  or  so 
records).  Repeated,  strong  high-pressure 
ridges  set  up  in  the  North  Pacific  and  dictated 
the  weather  story  this  fall:  storms  that  typi- 
cally move  from  the  Far  East,  across  the  west- 
ern and  central  Aleutians,  and  into  the  North 
Gulf  of  Alaska  tended  to  move  instead  more 
into  the  Bering  Sea  this  season,  so  that  while 
the  western  and  central  Aleutians  had  high 
pressure  and  just  a few  storm  events,  the 


Bering  Sea  was  washed  with  about 
eight  large  cyclones.  These 
tracked  northeastward  from  ei- 
ther the  northwestern  Pacific  as 
tropical  storms  or  even  typhoon 
spin-offs,  or  from  the  north  end  of 
Sea  of  Okhotsk,  and  were 
regularly  buffeted  north- 
ward into  the  southern 
Bering  Sea  by  the  North 
Pacific  highs.  Some  sys- 
tems moved  well  north- 
ward and  beyond  the 
Bering  Straits  before  mov- 
ing to  the  Mainland,  but  most  veered  north- 
eastward and  onshore  into  the  Norton  Sound 
region.  These  Bering  Sea  systems  generated 
sustained  easterly  winds  and  certainly  had 
some  role  in  the  record  volume  and  diversity 
of  Mainland  and  boreal  forest  species  at  the 
two  main  Bering  Sea  outposts  of  St.  Lawrence 
Island  and  St.  Paul  Island. 

A particularly  intense  system  near  the  end 
of  September  created  ideal  fallout  conditions 
and  high  numbers  of  Asian  species  from  She- 
mya  Island  to  the  Pribilofs.  With  this  year’s 
Bering  Sea  outpost  data,  we  now  better  recog- 
nize the  patterns  and  composition  of  the  fall 
season’s  offshore  drift  of  Mainland  migrants 
and  misoriented  species  from  farther  east, 
many  of  which  were  unheard  of  or  casual 
only  a dozen  years  ago:  American  Robin,  Var- 
ied Thrush,  Swainson’s  Thrush,  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet,  Orange-crowned  Warbler, 
and  Chipping,  Fox  Sparrow,  White-crowned, 
and  Golden-crowned  Sparrows.  The  Bering 
Sea  also  continued  its  string  of  landfalls  for 
three  new  North  American  species.  Although 
all  three  seemed  exotic,  they  fit  the  pattern  of 


those  from  the  past  decade  of  long-distance 
migrants  from  the  western  or  central  Palearc- 
tic  on  a reverse  migration  opposite  of  their 
normal  routes  that  take  their  populations  to 
wintering  grounds  in  Africa  or  southern  Chi- 
na (see  Lehman,  Western  Birds  36:  2-55). 

The  season  was  equally  exciting  elsewhere 
in  the  Region,  with  rarities  and  extralimital 
species  noted  throughout.  Rather  mild,  snow- 
free  conditions  favored  late  departures  and  late 
lingerers  especially  south  of  the  Alaska  Range. 
At  season’s  end,  numerous  interesting  and  very 
late  semi-hardy  taxa  lingered  around  the 
coastal  communities.  Documentation  and  de- 
tails were  mostly  excellent.  Observers  should 
remember  that  placement  of  their  records  or 
individual  sightings  on  listservs  does  not  con- 
stitute formal  submission  of  details  and  does 
not  provide  sufficient  information  to  evaluate 
or  publish  records.  Although  many  of  the  fol- 
lowing reports  included  references  to  photo- 
graphs, most  such  were  posted  on  other  web- 
sites and  thus  not  formally  submitted. 

Abbreviations:  A.B.O.  (Alaska  B.O.,  Fair- 
banks). Referenced  details  (T),  specimens  (*), 
photographs  (ph.),  videotape  (vt.),  and  au- 
diotape (v.r.)  are  on  file  at  the  University  of 
Alaska  Museum. 

GEESE  THROUGH  HERONS 

Casual  in  the  Region,  3 Taiga  Bean  Geese  at 
Shemya  I.  27  Sep  (ph.  MS)  and  later  consti- 
tute only  the  2nd  confirmed  Alaska  record  of 
this  species.  Extremely  late  was  a single 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  on  the  North 
Gulf  coast  at  Gustavus  17  Nov  (ND).  Emper- 
or Geese  reached  wintering  grounds  on  the 
early  end  of  normal  arrival  times,  with  a sin- 
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Casual  in  Alaska,  Heermanti's  Gulls  are  only  known  from  a 
few  fail  reports  in  Southeast.  Found  in  a feeding  flock  in 
Kachemank  Bay  28  August  2007,  this  juvenile  provides  the 
state's  northernmost  and  westernmost  record.  Photograph 
by  K.  D.  Stoitzfm. 

gle  at  Kodiak  1 1 Sep  (RAM)  and  3 at  Shemya 
1.  13  Sep  (ph.  MS);  most  disperse  from  Alaska 
Pen.  staging  sites  to  exposed  rocky  beach 
winter  sites  in  Oct.  A very  late  Snow  Goose 
lingered  at  Kodiak  2-24  Nov  (RAM),  where 
the  species  is  not  common  in  the  fall.  Four 
Wood  Ducks  in  the  Wrangell  area  27-29  Oct 
(l&MM,  ph.  CR)  continue  the  annual  occur- 
rence in  Alaska’s  Southeast  of  what  was  once 
an  accidental  visitor  from  British  Columbia. 
The  season’s  only  Garganey  was  a male  at 
Adak  I.  20  & 23  Sep  OR  F&BH),  Baikal  Teal 
was  again  found  in  the  w.  Aleutians  at  She- 
mya, with  3 singles  noted  5 & 24  Sep  and  14 
Oct  (ph.  MS).  Canvasbacks  were  well  repre- 
sented in  Southeast,  where  fall  numbers  are 
sporadic  but  never  very  high,  with  singles  at 
the  Stikine  R.  mouth  14  Oct  (REL),  on  the 
Cleveland  Pen  farther  s.  27  Sep  (BPaw),  and 
in  Juneau  27  Nov  (GW).  A group  of  8 in 
Juneau  21  Oct  (GW)  was  Southeast’s  fall 
high  count.  Flocks  of  16  and  21  Ring-necked 
Ducks  at  winter  sites  on  Kodiak  I,  20  & 27 
Oct  ORA.,  RAM)  were  the  largest  counts  ever 
from  that  island  group,  where  small  numbers 
typically  winter.  Steller’s  Eiders’  arrival  at  the 
e.  end  of  their  wintering  ground  was  fairly 
synchronous,  with  some  at  Kodiak  24  Nov 
(RAM,  WED)  and  one  in  Resurrection  Bay  off 
Seward  28  Nov  (SU).  One  of  the  larger  inland 
lakes  in  Upper  Cook  Inlet,  Big  L.  in  the  w. 
Matanuska  Valley,  produced  interesting  stag- 
ing scoter  concentrations,  with  pure  flocks  of 
200-400  male  Surf  Scoters  noted  in  late  Sep 
and  early  Oct,  followed  by  all  female-types  in 
groups  of  50-100  through  5 Oct  (DF).  While 
Jul  and  Aug  staging  flights  of  scoters  are  oc- 
casionally observed  in  South-coastal  Alaska, 
these  are  some  of  the  Upper  Cook  Inlet’s  high- 
est-ever  late  season  counts,  where  singles  or 
small  groups  are  more  typical,  mostly  in  Oct 
at  freeze-up.  Two  Common  Goldeneyes  on 
Troutman  L.  at  Cambell  5 Sep  (Wilderness 


Birding)  established  St.  Lawrence  I.’s  first  fall 
record.  Noteworthy  Flooded  Mergansers  in- 
cluded the  usual  dispersing  birds  at  their 
range  periphery,  with  singles  in  the  Anchor- 
age area  9 Aug-2  Oct,  and  then  together  on  2 
Sep  (CC,  TT,  WT),  and  one  offshore  at  Kodi- 
ak 17  Sep  ORA,  RAM).  Two  Ruddy  Ducks  in 
Juneau  31  Oct  (MS),  with  one  still  there  on  3 
Nov  (GW),  are  still  casual  in  Southeast, 
while  the  s.  Interior  nesting  site  at  Kenny  L. 
included  4 females  and  5 imms.  4 Aug  (AL). 

Cambell’s  seawatch  off  the  Northwest  Cape 
produced  5 Arctic  Loons  for  the  season  11-29 
Sep  (PD,  PEL,  GHR);  one  at  St.  Paul  I.  11  Oct 
(St.  Paul  Tour)  was  more  newsworthy.  Given 
the  growing  concern  about  the  Hoiarctic  sta- 
tus of  Yellow-billed  Loon,  it  was  heart- 
ening to  see  this  that  season’s  total  of 
251  off  Cambell  20  Sep-3  Oct  (PEL) 
was  an  all-time  high  count  there.  Single 
Pied-billed  Grebes,  rare  but  regular  in 
fall  in  Southeast,  were  reported  from 
Juneau  20-21  Sep  (PR)  and  on  Sitka’s 
Swan  L.  23  Oct-7  Nov  (MG,  BPel).  Of 
the  5 Red-necked  Grebes  from  Gambell 
31  Aug-3  Oct  (PEL),  the  2 on  3 Oct 
tied  the  local  late  date  of  this  scarce  fall 
migrant  at  St.  Lawrence  I.  Although 
there  are  winter  Short-tailed  Albatross 
records  from  the  North  Pacific,  a single 
seen  from  shore  at  St.  Paul  I.  8 Oct  (St. 

Paul  Tour)  was  getting  late  in  the 
Bering  Sea. 

Observers  obtained  a marginal  but 
identifiable  Brown  Pelican  photograph  at 
Wrangell  18  Nov  (ph.  AB,  JB,  BD).  The 
four  prior  Alaska  records,  split  between  late 
fall  and  spring,  all  come  from  the  Ketchikan 
area  (see  Field  Notes  50:  318-321;  North 
American  Birds  57:  241-243,  389-391).  An 
imm.  Brandt’s  Cormorant  arrived  roughly  on 
time  in  the  Ketchikan  area  at  Clover  Passage 


Wrangell  Island,  Alaska  observers  located  and  photo- 
graphed this  Vilhite-winged  Dave  12  September  2007,  and 
it  apparently  lingered  in  the  area  for  at  least  two  more 
weeks.  It  becomes  only  the  second  Alaska  record  and  conies 
some  26  years  after  the  only  previous  record  also  from 
Southeast.  Photograph  byC  Ross. 


15  Nov  (SCH,  AWP).  With  only  eight  prior 
Gambell  offshore  records,  and  few  others 
from  the  n.  Bering  Strait,  Fork-tailed  Storm- 
Petrels  were  seen  off  GambelFs  Northwest 
Cape  in  good  numbers  10  Sep-3  Oct  (PEL), 
with  22  was  the  peak  from  20  Sep  (PEL). 

Following  two  prior  undocumented  sight 
records,  one  each  from  Attu  and  the  Pribilofs, 
Gray  Heron  (Ardea  cinerea)  was  formally  ush- 
ered onto  the  Alaska  list  by  a late  bird  that 
moved  around  the  e.  end  of  St.  Paul  I.  1-2  Oct 
(DJ,  TRH,  GB,  DH-R,  EM,  ph.  JM).  A few 
spring  and  fall  reports  exist  of  large  gray  Ardea 
from  the  Region’s  n.  and  w.  periphery,  but  only 
Great  Blue  Heron  has  been  substantiated  by 
photographs,  specimens,  or  definitive  details. 


The  season’s  westward  Great  Blue  Heron  dis- 
persal was  minimal,  highlighted  by  a slightly 
early  bird  at  Kodiak  17  Aug  (RLS,  CS,  ph. 
RAM)  and  a good  local  count  from  Old  Har- 
bor on  Kodiak  of  8 in  mid-Nov  (GB).  Casual 
in  the  Region,  with  nearly  all  records  from 
Southeast  or  the  Aleutians,  a Great  Egret  at 
the  mouth  of  the  East  Alsek  R.  in  Glacier  Bay 
National  Preserve  30  Oct  (RB,  ph.  EG)  repre- 
sented about  the  10th  from  Southeast. 

iAPTORS  THROUGH  ALCiDS 

A single  Northern  Harrier  was  record  late  in 
Ketchikan  19  Nov  (AWP,  SCH),  and  another 
was  equally  tardy  near  Juneau  30  Nov  (PS); 
there  are  occasional  Dec  and  even  mid-winter 
reports  of  harriers,  but  most  depart  the  Re- 
gion by  late  Oct.  Up  to  20  harriers  over  the 
Juneau  tideflats  1 Oct  (GW,  AWP)  was  an  un- 
usual and  large  feeding  aggregation.  An  ad.  fe- 
male Northern  Harrier  on  St.  Paul  I.  22  Sep-5 
Oct  was  the  only  offshore  Bering  Sea  report 
and  a 4th  for  the  Pribilofs.  Record  late  for  Up- 
per Cook  Inlet  and  nearly  so  for  the  Region,  a 
Harlan’s  Hawk  was  near  Palmer  10  Nov  (PF). 
Gambell  observers  discovered  St.  Lawrence 
I.’s  first  fall  Merlin,  a bird  resembling  the 


This  first-cycle  Slaty-badced  Gull  on  Adak  Island,  Alaska  was  pho- 
tographed 23  September  2007.  This  poorly  known  pfymage  is  quite 
similar  to  several  hybrid  gull  combinations  and  should  b'e  looked  for 
farther  south  along  the  West  Coast,  where  Slaty-backed  Gull  records 
are  on  the  increase.  Photograph  by  Frank  Haas. 
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This  Willow  Warbler,  just  the  fifth  for  North  American,  was  pho- 
tographed at  Gambell,  St.  Lawrence  Island,  Alaska  on  11  September 
2007.  Photograph  by  Paul  Mayer. 

Nearctic  columbarius  subspecies,  13  Sep  (PM, 
Wilderness  Birding,  vt.  PEL).  Merlins  are  ca- 
sual offshore  and  rare  beyond  their  breeding 
periphery  in  the  boreal  forest  of  w.  Alaska  and 
the  Seward  Pen.  An  ad.  Eurasian  Hobby  made 
a few  stealth  appearances  around  Shemya  1. 
early  Aug-late  Sep  (MTS,  ph.  RT);  the  species 
has  been  recorded,  often  with  photographs,  in 
the  w.  Aleutians  almost  every  year  in  either 
spring  or  fall  since  2000. 

Two  Sora  chicks  in  Juneau’s  Pioneer  Marsh 
7 Aug  (MCH,  PS,  BA,  DM)  conhrmed  a 2nd 
local  nesting  record  and  only  the  3rd  for 
Southeast,  where  they  are  very  rare  migrants 
and  summer  visitors,  primarily  on  the  Main- 
land river  mouths.  No  others  were  noted.  De- 
cent American  Coot  numbers  built  up  at  the 
usual  Southeast  lakes,  with  a solid  peak  count 
of  16  from  Juneau  17  Nov  (MS).  Another  coot 
was  casual  farther  afield  19-28  Oct  at  Anchor- 
age (WK,  RW,  ph.  TT),  where  there  are  a 
handful  of  fall  observations.  In  Southeast,  an 
ad.  Sandhill  Crane  was  present  well  before 
normal  migration  dates  in  Kruzof  1.  muskeg 
19  Aug  (MG),  nw.  of  Sitka.  The  bird  was  in 
classic  nesting  habitat — in  the  same  area 
where  a pair  defended  a territory  in  Jun  1990 
(American  Birds  44;  1171). 

Although  there  were  several  significant 
Palearctic  shorebird  rarities,  the  North  Pacif- 
ic/Bering Sea  islands  shorebird  passage  was 
otherwise  newsworthy  for  its  low  volume  and 
early  peaks.  Southeast  observers  experienced 
a terrific  shorebird  movement,  punctuated 
with  plenty  of  rarities  and  notable  high 
counts.  Seven  Lesser  Sand-Plovers  were  at 
Gambell  between  21  Aug  and  3 Sep  (PEL  et 
al),  and  a single  was  e.  to  Adak  1.  20  Sep  QP)- 
A juv.  Common  Ringed  Plover  at  Gambell  24 
Aug  (vt.  PEL)  adds  to  the  pattern  of  the  pre- 
vious seven  fall  records  there.  Relatively  low 
numbers  of  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  were  re- 
ported, although  28  still  at  Gambell  3 Oct 
(PEL)  were  exceptional  and  very  late  there. 


The  Southeast  peak  was  a group  of  20 
near  Gustavus  27-28  Sep  (ND,  BPai). 
The  single  Common  Greenshank  at 
Adak  1.  7-19  Sep  (JP,  F&BH)  was  the 
season’s  only  report  of  this  still  casual 
fall  migrant.  Adak  observers  found  3 
Marsh  Sandpipers,  with  a single  31 
Aug-2  Sep  and  then  2 on  7-27  Sep  (JP, 
E&BH),  the  birds  distinguished  by 
plumage.  Another  was  at  St.  Paul  I.  7 
Oct  (St.  Paul  Tour),  the  Region’s 
northernmost  and  latest  of  now  five 
records.  A Wood  Sandpiper  at  Adak 
21-27  Sep  OP  F&BH)  was  one  of  the 
Region’s  latest.  Post-breeding  Upland 
Sandpipers  away  from  breeding  sites 
are  sporadic  and  rare,  so  singles  n.  of 
Fairbanks  on  the  Chena  Hot  Springs  Rd.  11 
Aug  (CH)  and  in  the  Wrangell  Mts.  at  Mc- 
Carthy 12  Aug  (AL)  were  at  exceptional  new 
locations  for  fall  reports.  Uplands  staged  an 


This  young  Eastern  Yellow  Wagtail  located  in  Ketchikan, 
Alaska  30  September  2007  was  only  the  second  ever  for 
Southeast  and  one  of  few  away  from  the  eastern  Bering 
Sea.  Photograph  byS.  C Heinl. 

excellent  showing  in  the  Juneau  area  10-16 
Aug,  including  7 there  on  the  13th  (RJG, 
GW,  PS  et  al.).  Singles  are  the  fall  norm  for 
Southeast,  either  in  alpine  or  tideland  sites. 
Getting  very  late  especially  for  the  e.  North 
Gulf  of  Alaska  coast,  where  rare,  were 
2 Bar-tailed  Godwits  lingering  in 
Gustavus  29-31  Oct  (ph.  ND).  Al- 
though there  are  occasional  reports 
of  migrant  Black  Turnstone  away 
from  the  Bering  Sea  and  North  Gulf 
coasts.  Interior  sightings  are  excep- 
tional, so  one  on  the  Gulkana  R.  bar 
near  Paxson  22  Aug  (AB,  fide  ND) 
was  one  of  few  from  the  e.  Alaska 
Range.  Nearly  record  early  for  the 
Aleutians  was  a lone  Sanderling  at 
Shemya  I.  16  Aug,  followed  by  a peak 
count  of  16  there  9 Sep  (MTS).  Far- 
ther e.,  from  known  winter  habitats 
at  Adak,  came  a report  of  a flock  of 
50  seen  26  Aug-27  Sep  QP)-  Migrant 


Sanderlings  are  oddly  represented  in  the 
Aleutians,  usually  found  regularly  (and  most- 
ly in  fall)  on  the  larger  islands,  where  they 
end  up  wintering. 

Still  casual  in  fall,  single  juv.  Little  Stints 
were  documented  at  St.  Paul  I.  11  Aug  (with 
7 Red-necked  Stints)  and  5-10  Sep  (St.  Paul 
Tour,  ph.  RH),  while  one  was  new  for  Adak  12 
Sep  QP)-  Very  rare  in  fall,  only  one  Tem- 
minck’s  Stint  report  came  in,  a single  at  She- 
mya I.  19  Aug  (MTS,  ph.  RT).  A group  of  20 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  at  Gustavus  30  Aug  and  4 
Sep  (ND)  was  exceptional  of  the  few  South- 
east reports,  while  a juv.  at  Gambell  through  9 
Sep  (PEL)  constituted  a new  local  late  date.  It 
is  assumed  that  most  ad.  and  juv.  Baird’s  leave 
alpine  and  Arctic  Coast  breeding  sites  at  alti- 
tude and  bypass  the  s.  portions  of  the  Region, 
as  they  are  rare  and  very  local  in  small  num- 
bers on  the  North  Gulf  coast.  Forty-six  Sharp- 
tailed Sandpipers  was  a new  Bering  Strait  area 
high  count  from  Gambell  2 Sep  (PEL),  while 
numbers  were  at  or  below  averages  from  pe- 
ripheral sites.  Possibly  record  early  for  South- 
east was  a single  ad.  Rock  Sandpiper  in 
Juneau  11  Aug  (PS,  BA),  where  most  migrants 
are  noted  near  the  end  of  Oct.  Unprecedented 
Stilt  Sandpiper  numbers  passed  through 
Southeast  8 Aug-11  Sep,  with  local  record- 
high  counts  of  95  from  Juneau  9 Aug  (MS, 
GW),  26  at  Gustavus  8 Aug  (BPai),  which 
was  also  a local  first  record,  and  4 in  Sitka  4 
Sep  (MLW,  MET).  Southeast’s  previous  one- 
day  high  count  was  20  birds  in  Juneau.  Single 
Stilts  were  also  found  on  the  Gulf  coast  at  An- 
chorage 9-12  Aug  (BD  et  al.)  and  offshore  on 
Kodiak  10  Aug  (ph.  RAM).  Extralimital  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  drifted  westward  into  the 
Bering  Sea,  where  they  are  occasional  in  au- 
tumn, with  one  each  at  St.  Paul  1.  23-25  Sep 
(St.  Paul  Tour),  at  Adak  1.  31  Aug  QP),  a new 
island  first,  and  at  Shemya  1.  2 Sep  (MTS). 
They  were  also  found  in  record  numbers  for 
Southeast  at  Gustavus,  where  5 first  noted  31 


Three  Siberian  Accentors  were  found  this  fall  at  Gambell,  Alaska,  bringing 
the  Gambell  total  to  13  during  the  past  10  years!  This  individual  was 
present  22-23  (here  23)  September  2007.  Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 
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A big  surprise  was  this  Ovenbird  at  Gambell,  Alaska  21 


(here)  through  25  September  2007,  representing  the  first 
record  for  the  Bering  Sea  region  and  one  of  only  a handful 

of  previous  Alaska  records.  Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 

Aug  were  followed  by  14  there  1 Sep  (BPai). 
Occasional  singles  are  typically  encountered 
in  fall  in  Southeast.  A juv.  Ruff  at  Juneau’s  Ea- 
gle Beach  shorebird  hotspot  2-8  Sep  (ph. 
GW)  and  2 in  Kodiak  13  Sep,  with  one 
through  the  16th  (ph.  RAM),  were  casual  for 
each  locality  and  the  only  reports  away  from 
the  Bering  Sea.  The  season’s  only  Wilson's 
Phalarope  was  a juv.  in  Anchorage  3 Aug 
(tWT),  where  they  are  casual,  typically  in 
Aug.  Up  to  14  Red  Phalaropes  still  in  Barrow 
11  Oct  (JL)  were  certainly  getting  very  late 
ahead  of  quickly  freezing  inshore  waters  in 
the  Chukchi  Sea. 

The  mild  season  allowed  Bonaparte’s  Gulls 
to  linger  in  numbers  and  n.  of  normal  into 
Nov,  including  an  exceptional  count  of 
1000  near  Juneau  11  Nov  (GW), 
when  most  are  typically  otherwise 
gone.  Small  numbers  are  usual  in  s. 
Southeast,  most  commonly  in  the 
Ketchikan  area,  towards  the  end  of 
Nov.  A hrst-cycle  Heermann’s  Gull 
was  picked  out  of  a large  flock  of  gulls 
in  Kachemak  Bay  off  Homer  28  Aug 
(ph.  KDS),  the  Region’s  hrst  away  from 
the  handful  of  coastal  Southeast 
records.  Bering  Sea  Thayer’s  Gulls,  ca- 
sual in  fall,  were  described  from  Gam- 
bell  2 Oct  (PEL),  for  a 4th  local  record, 
and  from  St.  Paul  I.  4-13  Oct  (St.  Paul 
Tour).  Of  the  usual  Slaty-backed  Gull 
reports  away  from  typical  Bering  Sea 
and  Aleutian  sites,  the  most  notable 
were  at  least  8 around  Kodiak  12  Sep-24  Nov 
(MSM,  ph.  RAM)  and  singles  in  Sitka  11-28 
Sep  and  31  Oct  (GS,  MG)  and  Ketchikan  7 
Oct  (AWP,  CP,  ph.  SCH).  Thirty-two  ad.  and 
10  juv.  Caspian  Terns  counted  near  Gustavus 
30  Aug  (ND)  made  one  of  the  Region’s  high- 
est one-day  counts  in  the  area  from  which 
most  high  counts  come.  Gambell  produced 
record-late  Arctic  Terns  for  the  n.  end  of  the 
Bering  Sea,  including  new  late  dates  for  ads. 


(13  Sep)  and  juvs.  (19  & 25  Sep;  vt.  PEL). 
Thirty-one  Ancient  Murrelets  off  the  point  at 
Gambell  26  Sep  (PEL)  set  a new  St.  Lawrence 
1.  fall  high  for  one  day. 

DOVES  THROUGH  ACCENTORS 

A White-winged  Dove  at  Wrangell  12  Sep 
(MC,  CR  ph.)  apparently  remained  in  the  area 
for  up  to  two  more  weeks  (m.ob.).  Alaska’s 
only  prior  record  was  of  a bird  at  Skagway  in 
Oct  1981.  It  was  a good  Morning  Dove  season 
in  Southeast,  with  13+  birds  noted  15  Aug-30 
Sep  from  Gustavus  to  Prince  of  Wales  I. 
(m.ob.,  fide  AWP,  SCH).  Small  numbers  are 
scattered  across  Southeast  in  most  fall  sea- 
sons. Another  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was 
described  from  the  Gustavus  area  2 Aug 
(ND),  where  others  were  noted  in  Jun-Jul, 
and  another  was  reported  farther  w.  at  Yaku- 
tat  6 Aug  (SO,  fide  GB).  The  Alaska  Checklist 
Committee  is  currently  evaluating  the  hrst 
state  records  for  this  expanding  species.  Three 
imm.  Western  Screech-Owls  in  Cordova  7 
Aug  (ph.  MB,  fide  AL)  were  in  an  area  where 
the  species  has  been  regularly  detected  for  10 
years.  This  is  the  hrst  conhrmation  of  nesting 
in  this  species  away  from  Southeast,  where  it 
is  rare  and  very  local  in  riparian  habitats. 
Western  Screech-Owls  are  otherwise  known 
from  a handful  of  mostly  early  spring  records 
on  the  North  Gulf  coast,  including  Cordova, 
Seward,  and  n.  to  Girdwood.  As  a result  of  lo- 
cal nesting,  up  to  7 Snowy  Owls  were  present 


almost  daily  during  this  fall’s  coverage,  late 
Aug-3  Oct,  around  Gambell,  where  locals  felt 
up  to  six  pairs  had  bred  nearby  (PEL).  A good 
Snowy  Owl  season  was  also  apparent  at  Bar- 
row,  where  32  were  counted  along  the  local 
roads  22  Sep  (EC,  JD).  A Snowy  Owl  in  Sitka 
6 Nov  (MG)  provided  the  only  Southeast  re- 
port. The  fall  season  was  immediately  punc- 
tuated with  a bang  when  North  America’s  hrst 
Brown  Hawk  Owl  (Ninox  scutulata)  showed 


up,  perched  on  crab  pots  at  St.  Paul  I.  27 
Aug-3  Sep  (ph.  JM,  St.  Paul  Tour).  The  nom- 
inate subspecies  breeds  across  the  islands  of 
Japan,  while  ussuriensis  breeds  to  the  nw.  in 
Amurland  and  Ussuriland  and  migrates 
through  Japan.  A very  late  Common 
Nighthawk  over  Juneau  4 Oct  (MS)  adds  to 
very  few  Oct  reports  for  this  rare  migrant  in 
Mainland  Southeast. 

Casual  in  fall  mostly  from  the  w.  Aleutians, 
at  least  one  Fork-tailed  Swift  was  noted  at 
Shemya  19  Aug  (MTS,  ph.  RT),  the  only  re- 
port this  season.  After  a few  years  of  only  oc- 
casional sightings,  Anna’s  Hummingbirds 
showed  well  in  Southeast,  with  singles  from 
Ketchikan  18  Oct  (AWP,  SCH),  Skagway  30 
Oct-13  Nov  (DB,  ph.  AC),  and  Juneau  18-26 
Nov  (ph.  PR).  A waif  Belted  Kinghsher  hung 
around  St.  Paul  I.  3-22  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour, 
RH),  only  the  5th  from  offshore  in  the  Bering 
Sea.  Macintosh  photographed  a Yellow-shaft- 
ed Flicker  at  Kodiak  27  Oct  (ph.  RAM), 
where  there  are  only  five  prior  sight  records. 

Although  Hammond’s  Flycatcher  is  a fairly 
common  local  breeder  on  the  larger  Mainland 
Southeast  river  systems,  it  is  casual  on  the 
coast  and  offshore  islands,  so  one  at  Ketchikan 
17  Sep  (AWP,  SCH)  was  only  the  3rd  local 
record  and  one  of  the  Region’s  latest;  most  de- 
part by  mid-month.  Clearly  reverse  migrants 
were  more  Pacific-slope/Cordilleran  Flycatch- 
ers offshore  in  the  Bering  Sea  at  Gambell  21 
Aug  and  7 Sep  (Wings,  vt.  PEL),  which  were 
remarkably  the  3rd  and  4th  from  Gam- 
bell. A striking  ad.  Brown  Shrike  hunt- 
ed around  the  Gambell  middens  22 
Aug  (vt.  PEL).  Alaska’s  first  Brown 
Shrike  was  a spring  bird  at  Gambell, 
but  most  of  the  few  subsequent  records 
are  fall  birds  from  farther  s.  in  the  Re- 
gion. Following  a storm-driven  fallout 
of  Palearctic  species  was  a Northern 
Shrike,  an  ad.  at  Shemya  7-8  Oct  (MTS, 
ph.  RT).  Given  its  arrival  with  other  ne. 
Asian  species  after  a large  storm  event, 
this  bird  could  well  have  been  Palearc- 
tic sibiiicus,  as  was  the  previous  fall 
Shemya  record  from  Oct  2005  (see 
Gibson  and  Byrd,  2007.  Birds  of  the 
Aleutians  Islands,  Alaska).  Sky  Larks 
made  a strong  showing  in  the  Pribilofs 
following  several  storms,  with  up  to  14  indi- 
viduals counted  at  St.  Paul  13  Sep-9  Oct  (St. 
Paul  Tour).  This  regular  spring  and  fall  mi- 
grant in  the  w.  Aleutian-s.  Bering  Sea  area  has 
bred  at  St.  Paul.  Another  flava  Horned  Lark 
was  identified  at  Gambell  19-20  Sep  (PEL, 
GHR),  where  there  are  at  least  five  previous 
fall  reports  and  specimens.  Casual  in  autumn 
on  the  North  Slope  were  at  least  4 erythro- 
gaster  Barn  Swallows  hawking  around  Barrow 


An  amazing  10  Little  Buntings  graced  Gambell,  Alaska  in  fall  2007;  this  bird  was 
present  1 October.  Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 
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Smith's  Longspurs  are  extremely  rare  in  Alaska  after  August  and  away 
from  breeding  sites,  so  this  extrallmital  bird  photographed  In  Juneau  13 
August  2007  was  most  significant  as  one  of  perhaps  only  three  fall  records 
from  Southeast.  Photograph  by  P.  Suchanak. 


buildings  21  Sep  (PP). 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  were  on  the  move 
into  the  Bering  Sea,  where  recent  data  shows 
them  as  regular  in  very  small  numbers;  one 
was  at  Gambell  10-11  Sep  (Wilderness  Bird- 
ing),  up  to  9 at  St.  Paul  1.  29  Sep-14  Oct  (St. 
Paul  Tour),  and  one  at  Dutch  Harbor  28-29 
Oct  (SG),  which  is  only  the  3rd  (and  latest)  for 
the  Aleutians.  A little  brovm  job  skulking  in 
the  Gambell  middens  in  fading  light  30  Sep 
turned  out  to  be  North  America’s  first  Sedge 
Warbler  (Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus)  (vt. 
PEL,  ph.  GHR).  To  say  that  this  was  a surprise 
occurrence  in  the  Bering  Sea  even  three  or  four 
years  ago  would  have  been  an  understatement. 
But  several  w.  Eurasian  species  documented  at 
Gambell  over  the  past  few  fall  seasons  point  to 
a large  suite  of  potential  long-distance  mi- 
grants that  might  reach  the  Region.  Lehman’s 
Gambell  crew  also  kicked  out  possibly  4 Wil- 
low Warblers,  scattered  around  the  middens 
and  other  nooks  23  Aug,  26-27  Aug,  3 Sep, 
and  11  Sep  (vt.  PEL,  BLC,  Wilderness  Birding, 
ph.  AL,  PM).  These  follow  on  the  first  record 
for  North  America  of  this  very  plain  Phyllosco- 
pus  from  Aug  2002.  Weather  conditions  must 
have  aligned  well  to  allow  such  a number  of 
this  and  other  Palearctic  long-distance  mi- 
grants to  wander  into  the  n.  Bering  Sea.  Newer 
information  has  shown  that  Willow  Warblers 
breed  considerably  farther  e.  in  n.  Eurasia  than 
previously  thought,  possibly  to  the  Bering  Sea 
coast.  Four  more  Dusky  Warblers  from  Gam- 
bell 27  Aug  and  1,  3,  & 22  Sep  (vt.  PEL,  BLC, 
Wilderness,  Wings)  clearly  make  Gambell  the 
state’s  best  locality  for  this  skulker.  The  spate 
of  Gambell  Dusky  Warbler  records  has  been 
responsible  for  moving  this  Asian  species  off 
the  “boldface”  list!  Add  the  Pribilofs  to  the  list 
of  Yellow-browed  Warbler  sites  in  the  Region, 
with  2 documented  from  St.  Paul  thickets  16 
Sep  and  1 Oct  (St.  Paul  Tour).  These  follow  a 


duo  from  Gambell  and  one  Attu 
record,  all  in  fall. 

The  late  Sep  storm  that  tracked 
from  the  Sea  of  Okhotsk  across  the 
w.  half  of  the  Aleutians  and  into  the 
s.  Bering  Sea  brought  in  record-high 
counts  of  Gray-streaked  Flycatcher. 
Seven  were  at  Shemya  24  Sep,  with 
a few  through  the  31st  (MTS,  ph. 
RT)  and  at  least  10  from  farther  e.  at 
St.  Paul  I.  23  Sep-7  Oct,  including 
9 total  on  30  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour). 
This  species  is  mostly  recorded  in 
spring  from  the  w.  Aleutians,  and  it 
has  been  found  in  fall  only  a few 
times.  The  same  storm  system 
brought  in  Siberian  Rubythroats:  3 
at  Shemya  24-25  Sep  (MTS),  one  at 
Adak  26  Sep  QP),  and  5 on  St.  Paul 
1.  25  Sep-2  Oct  (St.  Paul  Tour).  Since  the  first 
Alaska  Red-flanked  Bluetail  was  discovered 
at  Attu  in  1982,  there  have  been  few  fall  re- 
ports, until  recently.  This  season  produced  an 
ad.  male  at  Shemya  29  Sep  (MTS,  ph.  RT)  and 
2 on  St.  Paul  I.  13  Sep,  one  of  the  earliest  in 
fall,  and  25  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour,  ph.  RH). 
Mountain  Bluebirds  continue 
to  increase  as  fall  migrants 
across  Southeast,  where  the 
species  is  typically  very  rare 
and  late  on  the  Mainland.  A 
female  in  Juneau  2 Oct  (MS) 
was  early  there,  followed  by  6 
together  9 Oct  (GW),  while 
another  4 were  in  Gustavus  5 
Nov  (ND)  and  one  offshore  at 
Sitka  in  early  Nov  (fide  MG). 

Given  that  Swainson’s  Thrush 
is  abundant  and  widely  dis- 
tributed across  Alaska’s  vast 
boreal  forest,  it  is  surprisingly 
rare  offshore  and  especially  so 
in  the  Bering  Sea.  Noteworthy 
then  were  singles  at  St.  Paul 
20  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour)  and 
Gambell  10-11  Sep  (2  birds;  PEL).  Eyebrowed 
Thrushes  were  numerous  in  the  fallout  of  late 
Sep,  with  an  amazing  20  at  Shemya  24  Sep 
and  2 until  14  Oct  (MTS,  ph.  RT),  one  well  e. 
to  Adak  24-25  Sep  QP).  and  a total  of  12  from 
St.  Paul  I.  24  Sep-9  Oct  (St.  Paul  Tour).  A sin- 
gle Eyebrowed  that  ventured  well  to  the  n.  to 
Gambell  24  Sep-3  Oct  (vt.  PEL,  ph.  GHR) 
was  only  the  2nd  ever  in  fall  there.  These 
numbers  provide  the  best  fall  showing  ever 
for  this  rare-but-regular  spring  migrant  in  the 
w.  Aleutians  and  Bering  Sea  islands.  Another 
boreal  forest  breeder.  Varied  Thrush,  drifted 
offshore  in  the  Bering  Sea  to  the  Gambell 
middens,  with  singles  located  19  & 29  Sep 
(vt.  PEL,  ph.  GHR),  the  first  for  fall  there  and 


only  the  2nd  St.  Lawrence  1.  fall  report.  An- 
other single  was  also  offshore  at  St.  Paul  1.  5 
Oct  (St.  Paul  Tour).  Gambell’s  Siberian  Ac- 
centor reports  from  this  year — all  singles  on 
4,  14-15,  & 22-23  Sep  QH.  Wilderness  Bird- 
ing, PEL,  ph.  GHR) — bring  the  fall  total  from 
that  site  to  13.  Another  2 made  it  to  St.  Paul 
1.  25  Sep  and  9 Oct  (St.  Paul  Tour).  Remark- 
ably, this  Asian  migrant  seemed  mythical  pri- 
or to  the  fall  1978  Shemya  records. 

WAGTAILS  THROUGH 
HOUSE  SPARROW 

An  imm.  EasternYellow  Wagtail  found  in 
Ketchikan  30  Sep  (AWP,  ph.  SCH)  was  only  the 
2nd  ever  from  Southeast  and  one  of  few  e.  of 
the  Bering  Sea  and  cen.  Aleutians.  Olive- 
backed  Pipit  numbers  were  up,  with  one  at 
Shemya  24  Sep  (MTS,  ph.  RT)  and  3 at  St.  Paul 
14  & 19-27  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour).  Three  Pecho- 
ra Pipits  at  Gambell  23  Aug,  19  Sep,  and  24 
Sep  (vt.  PEL)  and  one  at  St.  Paul  1.  22-23  Sep 
(St.  Paul  Tour,  RH)  was  one  of  this  skulker’s 
best  fall  showings,  and  the  latter  provided  a 
first  Pribilof  record.  While  Cedar  Waxwings 
regularly  move  westward  each  fall,  presum- 


ably from  known  Southeast  breeding  loca- 
tions, this  year’s  dispersal  was  widespread  into 
South-coastal  Alaska,  with  records  from  Cor- 
dova 16  Sep  (AL),  Anchorage  3 Aug  (AL)  and 
4 Nov  (TT),  Seward  8-9  Nov  QS),  Homer  10 
Oct  (DE),  and  Kodiak  19  Nov  (RAM,  WED). 

Almost  record  late,  even  in  a mild  season, 
was  a single  Tennessee  Warbler  near  Gustavus 
11-18  Nov  (ph.  ND)  in  the  North  Gulf,  where 
there  are  several  fall  sightings.  This  season 
found  the  most-ever  Nov  Orange-crowned 
Warblers  across  the  Region.  Latest  were  2 in 
Sitka  through  28  Nov  (MG)  and  4+  in  An- 
chorage through  25  Nov  and  3 into  Dec 
(m.ob.).  Up  to  10  celata  Orange-crowneds  tal- 
lied at  Gambell  7-24  Sep  (PEL)  tied  a local 


Adding  to  the  emerging  pattern  of  autumn  passerine  vagrants  in  Alaska  was  this 
Indigo  Bunting,  present  on  Wrangell  Island  30  (here)  and  31  July  2007;  this  is  the 
fourth  state  record,  and  most  of  these  come  from  fall.  Photograph  by  C Ross. 
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One  of  three  found  at  Gambell  in  fall  2007,  this  Bullock's 
Oriole  was  present  23  (here)  through  29  September  2007. 

These  represent  the  first  satisfactorily  documented  records 

for  Alaska.  Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 

season  record  there.  Very  rarely  described  in 
fall,  an  Audubon’s  'Warbler  in  Juneau  28  Nov 
(GW)  was  only  the  2nd  from  that  month  and 
the  Region’s  latest  report.  Additional  late  war- 
blers included:  a Townsend’s  in  Ketchikan 
through  24  Nov  (AWP),  a new  local  late 
record;  a drab  Blackpoll  Warbler  on  the  North 
Gulf  coast  in  Gustavus  11  Nov  (ph.  ND), 
probably  the  Region’s  latest  ever;  a Common 
Yellowthroat  in  Ketchikan  18  Oct  (AWP, 
SCH),  also  one  of  the  latest  on  record;  and  a 
Wilson’s  Warbler  in  mild  conditions  at  Sitka 
28  Nov  (MG).  Still  not  annual  in  fall  but  pos- 
sible from  any  part  of  the  Region  were  single 
Palm  Warblers  at  Juneau  2 Nov  (GW)  and  at 
Bartlett  Cove  in  Glacier  Bay  N.M.  13-14  Nov 
(ph.  ND).  Significant  extralimital  warblers  in- 
cluded: Townsend’s  at  St.  Paul  21  Sep  and  27 
Sep-2  Oct  (St.  Paul  Tour);  an  imm.  male 
American  Redstart  at  Barrow  22  Sep  (EC,  JD); 
2 American  Redstarts  at  Gambell  5-9  (Wilder- 
ness Birding,  vt.  PEL)  62'  23  Sep  (ph.  GHR,  vt. 
PEL);  a pioneering  Ovenbird  also  offshore  at 
Gambell  21-25  Sep  (vt.  PEL,  ph.  GHR),  obvi- 
ously a first  for  the  Bering  Sea  and  only  the 
Region’s  3rd  in  fall;  a Northern  Waterthrush 
at  Gambell  4 Sep  (Wilderness,  vt.  PEL),  a 4th 
for  the  fall  season  from  St.  Lawrence  L;  and 
Northern  Waterthrushes  on  St.  Paul  1.  23  & 
25  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour). 

Ten  American  Tree  Sparrows  located  at 
Gambell  for  the  season  11-30  Sep  (PEL,  ph. 
GHR)  doubled  the  fall  total  there.  Bering  Sea 
Chipping  Sparrows  appear  to  be  regular  now 
in  fall,  with  this  season’s  birds  found  at  St. 
Paul  1.  9-13  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour)  and  at  Gam- 
bell 22  Aug  (vt.  PEL),  which  now  has  pro- 


lands indeed  had  an  Emberiza  Extravaganza, 
highlighted  by  2 Little  Buntings  from  St.  Paul 
1.  17-18  Sep  and  29  Sep-1  Oct  (St.  Paul  Tour, 
ph.  RH),  the  first  ever  for  the  Pribilofs,  and  an 
incredible  10  Little  Buntings  from  Gambell 
spanning  30  Aug-3  Oct,  with  3 at  once  on  the 
late  date  (vt.  PEL,  Wilderness  Birding,  ph. 
GHR).  These  double  Gambell’s  previous  total 
records.  In  the  Gambell  middens  15  Sep,  an 
oddly  plumaged  bunting  produced  serious 
excitement  for  the  lucky  few,  before  it  finally 
posed  in  the  open — North  America’s  first  Yel- 
low-browed Bunting  (Emberiza  chrysophrys) 
(vt.  PEL,  ph.  PM,  ph.  DWS).  This  far-ranging 
Palearctic  species  winters  in  s.  China,  but  fall 
vagrants  have  appeared  at  many  Northern 
Hemisphere  coastal  migrant  traps.  Gambell’s 
2nd  fall  and  Alaska’s  6th  Pallas’s  Bunting 
moved  around  the  main  middens  at  Gambell 
15  Sep  (PELt),  rounding  out  the  Old  World 
bunting  season. 

This  year’s  Black-headed  Grosbeak  at  Sitka 
14  Oct  was  only  the  2nd  record  for  this  site 
(ph.  MG);  this  casual  fall  migrant  was  first 
found  in  the  Region  in  fall  1981  at  Middleton 
Island.  A stunning  male  Indigo  Bunting  from 
Wrangell  30-31  Jul  (ph.  CR)  furnished  only 
the  4th  Alaska  record;  all  records  are  from  fall, 
and  this  is  the  first  since  1991.  Another  West- 
ern Meadowlark  in  Ketchikan  25  Nov  (AWP, 


Oriental  Greenfinches  visited  Adak  Island,  Alaska  8 September  2007,  remi- 
niscent of  a 1982  record  from  Shemya  Island.  Photograph  by  John  Puschock. 


duced  13  individuals  in  fall.  Single  Chipping 
Sparrows  were  rare  offshore  in  Southeast  at 
Ketchikan  8 Oct  and  18  Nov  (SCH,  AWP  ph.), 
where  there  had  only  been  three  previous 
records.  Zaboria  Fox  Sparrows  dispersed  from 
the  boreal  forest,  with  one  in  Barrow  23  Sep 
(EC,  JD),  up  to  4 for  the  season  at  Gambell  2- 
27  Sep  (Wilderness  Birding,  vt.  PEL,  ph. 
GHR),  and  singles  from  Southeast  sites  at 
Juneau  27  Sep  (G'W),  Gustavus  23  Oct  (ND), 
Ketchikan  17-19  & 21  Nov  (AWP,  ph.  SCH), 
and  Petersburg  in  late  Nov  (BPaw).  A few  are 
noted  for  the  entire  season  in  a more  typical 
fall  on  the  North  Gulf  coast.  Thirteen  Sooty 
Fox  Sparrows  identified  at  Gambell  2-27  Sep 
was  by  far  a new  fall  record  total  there.  Three 
single  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  4,  11-12,  & 23  Sep 
at  Gambell  (PEL,  Wilderness  Birding,  GHR) 
was  a great  Bering  Sea  showing.  A Swamp 
Sparrow  14  Nov  (ND)  provided  a first  local 
Gustavus  record,  and  2 at  McDonald  L.  some 
70  km  n.  of  Ketchikan  9 Oct  (AWP,  SCH)  were 
record-early  fall  arrivals  for  the  only  section  of 
the  Region  where  this  species  is  nearly  annu- 
al. Of  the  usual  handful  of  White-throated 
Sparrow  reports,  singles  in  an  Anchorage 
neighborhood  4-23  Nov  (TT,  m.ob.)  and  in 
Denali  N.P.  4 Nov  (|B,  NE)  were  most  news- 
worthy and  away  from  Southeast,  where  regu- 
lar. Six  others  were  reported  from  more  typical 
Southeast  communities  (m.ob.,  fide 
SCH,  AWP).  Casual  in  fall  and  usual- 
ly in  Southeast,  3 Harris’s  Sparrows 
were  at  Ketchikan  20  Oct  (ph.  AWP), 

4 Nov  OFK,  AWP  ph.),  and  8-21  Nov 
(ph.  SCH),  with  one  other  from  Gus- 
tavus 24-27  Oct  (BPai).  A local 
record-high  White-crowned  Sparrow 
count  came  in  from  Gambell,  where 
20  was  the  season  total  7-30  Sep 
(PEL),  while  a single  at  St.  Paul  10 
Oct  was  a good  Pribilof  find  (St.  Paul 
Tour).  Also  record-setting  for  Gam- 
bell was  a season  tally  of  17  Golden- 
crowned  Sparrows  8 Sep-2  Oct 
(PEL),  and  5 Dark-eyed  Juncos  vari- 
ously present  from  10-29  Sep  (vt. 

PEL).  St.  Paul  1.  holds  the  Bering  Sea 
season  peak  count  of  Golden- 
crowneds,  with  an  amazing  43  from 
fall  2004,  but  this  fall’s  one-day  tally  of  33 
there  8 Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour)  made  a Bering  Sea 
record  count.  Remarkable  and  unheard  of  in 
the  Region  in  fall  or  away  from  nesting  sites 
was  a Smith’s  Longspur  in  Juneau  13  Aug  that 
was  joined  by  another  through  the  18th  (DM, 
GW,  ph.  PS).  There  are  perhaps  three  prior 
Southeast  records,  all  before  1970. 

The  13  Rustic  Buntings  counted  at  Shemya 
25  Sep,  a day  after  the  storm,  made  a new  fall 
high  count  for  the  Region.  The  Bering  Sea  is- 


ph. SCH)  was  within  the  range  of  nearly  all  of 
that  site’s  seven  fall  records.  Amazingly,  more 
than  half  of  the  Alaska  records  (and  photo- 
graphs) come  from  Ketchikan.  A female 
Brewer’s  Blackbird,  the  7th  local  detection, 
was  found  a Ketchikan  feeder  25-28  Oct  OFK, 
ph.  SCH,  ph.  AWP),  the  season’s  only  report. 
Eollowing  the  first  Alaska  record,  a Jim  bird 
from  Barrow  in  1942,  this  casual  visitor  has 
been  only  reported  from  Southeast,  mainly  in 
late  fall  and  winter.  Single  juv.  Brown-headed 
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Five  House  Sparrows  appeared  in  the  Bering  Sea  coastal 


community  of  Shishamaref  in  early  October  2007  and  hung 
around  through  at  least  the  22nd,  when  this  individual  was 
photographed  Interestingly,  this  is  the  second  Bering  Sea 
report  of  this  species,  which  has  been  introduced  in  Russian 
villages  across  the  Bering  Strait.  Photograph  byK.  Stenek. 

Cowbirds  photographed  on  a small  lawn 
patch  at  Camp  Denali  near  the  w.  end  of  De- 
nali N.R  29  Aug  (ph.  CM)  and  on  Chena  Hot 
Springs  Rd.  n.  of  Fairbanks  1 Sep  (LD)  were 
the  extralimital  highlights  of  the  handful  of 
usual  reports.  On  the  heels  of  previous  four 
Alaska  sight  records,  including  one  from 
Cambell  in  fall  2004,  Bullock’s  Oriole  made  a 
solid  move  onto  the  formal  Alaska  list,  with  3 
birds  clearly  documented,  again  at  Cambell, 
13-14,  23-24,  & and  23-29  Sep  (ph.  AL,  vt. 
PEL,  Wilderness  Birding,  ph.  CHR).  The  clos- 
est breeding  areas  are  in  s.  British  Columbia. 

Bramblings  were  reasonably  dispersed  in 
the  Aleutians  and  Bering  Sea,  but  one  at  a 
Mainland  feeder  in  Shageluk  24  Oct  OH  ph.; 
A.B.O.)  was  very  unusual  for  the  w.  Interior. 
Another  female  Common  Rosefinch,  the  sea- 
son’s only  report,  was  in  the  Cambell  middens 
11  Sep  (vt.  PEL,  ph.  PM,  Wilderness  Birding), 
the  4th  fall  record  there,  while  a Purple  Finch 
around  Cambell’s  “old  town”  21-24  Aug  (vt. 
PEL),  also  the  only  one  reported,  constituted 
a 2nd  fall  and  3rd  overall  St.  Lawrence  1. 
record.  Two  Oriental  Creenfinches  in  the 
cen.  Aleutians  at  Adak,  an  island  first,  were 
not  without  context.  Two  hatch-year  birds 
there  5 Sep  and  a single  8-14  Sep  (ph.  JP)  re- 
call a similar  event  with  birds-of-the-year  at 
Shemya  in  fall  1977,  which  included  a family 
group  and  motley-plumaged,  begging  juvs. 
While  it  is  tempting  to  think  that  these  indi- 
viduals might  have  bred  somewhere  in  the 
Aleutians,  it  is  typical  for  carduelines  to  move 


as  hatch-year  birds  or  in  family  groups  for 
long  distances  immediately  after  fledging.  Ca- 
sual in  any  season  in  the  Region  and  new  for 
the  Pribilofs,  a Eurasian  Bullfinch  visited  St. 
Paul  1.  9 Oct  (St.  Paul  Tour).  Civen  the  win- 
ter records  from  the  w.  Mainland,  there  are 
surprisingly  few  fall  reports,  and  perhaps  the 
species  moves  later  in  the  season,  after  field 
observers  leave  Bering  Sea  outposts.  Eascinat- 
ing  and  possibly  of  problematic  provenance 
was  a group  of  about  5 House  Sparrows  at 
Shishmaref  mid-22  Oct  (ph.  KS),  on  the  n. 
coast  of  the  Seward  Pen.  Most  of  the  Region’s 
few  records  are  fall  birds  in  the  Ketchikan 
area.  But  there  is  a spring  record  from  Cam- 
bell, and  there  are  recent  accounts  of  House 
Sparrow  colonization  of  villages  on  the  s.  half 
of  the  Chukotsk  Pen.,  Russia. 

Contributors  and  observers:  B.  Alger,  J.  B. 
Allen,  E.  Anderson,  R.  Armstrong,  J.  Bailey,  C. 
Baluss,  C.  Bechtol,  R.  Behnert,  B.  Benter,  S. 
Berns,  J.  Boelsma,  D.  Brady,  A.  Burgard,  C.  Y 
Byrd,  M.  Cady,  B.  L.  Carlson,  E.  Clark,  C. 
Corin,  N.  Cowles,  L.  Craig,  A.  Cremata,  J. 
Dearborn,  D.  E Delap,  B.  Demerjian,  L.  De- 
vaney,  N.  DeWitt  (Interior  Sub-regional  Com- 
piler),]. DeWitt,  B.  Dittrick,  W.  E.  Donaldson, 
N.  Drumheller,  S.  DuBois,  P.  Dunne,  N.  Ea- 
gleson,  C.  Eckert,  L.  Edfelt,  P.  Eldridge,  D. 
Erikson,  T.  Eskelin,  T.  Evans,  D.  Fox,  P 61  C. 
Fritz,  C.  Fultz,  F Class,  D.  D.  Cibson,  R.  E. 
Cill,  M.  Coff,  S.  Colodoff,  R.  J.  Cordon,  T.  L. 
Coucher,  E & B.  Haas,  M.  C.  Harris,  K.  Hart, 
C.  Harwood,  N.  Haydukovich,  S.  C.  Heinl 
(Southeast  Co-Compiler),  P.  & T.  Hunt,  J. 
Huntington,  H.  Irrigoo,  J.  Johnson,  W.  Keys, 
J.  E Koerner,  C.  Koonooka,  A.  Lang,  P E. 
Lehman,].  Levison,  R.  E.  Lowell,  R.  A.  Mac- 
intosh, D.  MacPhail,  P Mayer,].  & M.  McCo- 
mas,  C.  McIntyre,  M.  San  Miguel,  N.  Mollett, 
L.  ].  Oakley,  S.  Oehlers,  B.  Paige,  B.  Pawuk,  B. 
Peluso,  S.  Peterson,  A.  W.  Piston  (Southeast 
Co-Compiler),  B.  Porter,  D.  & S.  Porter,  P 
Pourchot,  D.  Prentki,].  Puschock,  P.  Rose,  C. 
H.  Rosenberg,  C.  Ross,  D.  Rudis,  K.  Russell,]. 
Sauer,  L.  Scharf,  R.  L.  Scher,  M.  Schwan,  M.  T. 
Schwitters,  D.,  P,  & S.  Senner,  D.  Shaw,  C. 
Smith,.  D.  W.  Sonneborn,  K.  Stenek,  St.  Paul 
Tour  (Cavin  Bieber,  Rich  Hoyer,  Jake 
Mohlmann,  Dylan  Radin),  S.  Studebaker,  P. 
Suchanek,  A.  Swingley,  C.  Tans,  M.  E.  Tedin, 
T.  Tobish,  R.  Trotter,  B.  Turley,  W.  Tweit,  S.  Ul- 
man,  C.  Van  Vliet,  P.  Vanselow,  M.  L.  Ward, 
Wilderness  Birding  Adventures  (B.  Dittrick,]. 
Huntington,  A.  Lang  et  al.),  R.  Winckler, 
Wings,  Inc.  (P.  E.  Lehman,  C.  Bieber  et  al),  K. 
Zervos,  S.  Zimmerman.  (© 
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August  was  hot  and  dry  for  the  first  half 
of  the  month  but  became  more  show- 
ery and  seasonably  cooler  for  all  but 
the  southern  interior  during  the  second  half. 
Other  than  a warm  and  dry  spell  during  the 
second  week,  September  was  cooler  and 
damper.  The  first  Pacihc  storm  of  the  season 
made  landfall  on  the  29th  of  the  month, 
bringing  winds  over  100  km/h  to  the  outer 
coast.  October  was  stormy  on  the  coast,  while 
interior  sections  exhibited  a mixed  bag  of  me- 
teorological conditions.  The  first  valley  snow 
was  reported  early  along  the  northern  border 
but  melted  as  the  month  wore  on.  November 
remained  stormy  on  the  coast  through  the 
first  half,  with  storm  frequency  declining 
thereafter.  Interior  valley  snows  began  accu- 
mulating early  in  November,  as  Arctic  air  be- 
gan building  up  ready  to  make  its  first  coastal 
push  after  the  end  of  the  period.  Note:  this  re- 
port includes  highlights  from  the  summer 
2007  season^  for  which  no  report  was  previ- 
ously published. 

GEESE  THROUGH  HAWKS 

Surf  Scoters  are  regular  but  scarce  fall  mi- 
grants through  the  s.  interior,  but  this  season 
they  were  found  in  unprecedented  numbers. 
The  first  noted  was  in  Kelowna  22  Sep  (RuC), 
and  by  6 Oct,  there  were  143  in  the  Penticton 
area  (RuC),  with  an  additional  5 in  Salmon 
Arm  (DGC),  probably  a record  count  for  the 
interior.  A flock  of  50  was  still  present  in  Pen- 
ticton 9 Oct  (RJC).  Much  less  common,  a 
White-winged  Scoter  flew  over  Vaseux  L.  9 
Oct  (DB).  A Long-tailed  Duck  was  a rare  find 
in  the  Kootenays  at  Wasa  L.  27  Oct  (DN). 
Coastal  records  of  Clark’s  Grebe  have  been  on 
the  rise  in  recent  years.  It  is  difficult  to  know 


if  this  is  associated  with  an  increase  in  num- 
bers or  more  observer  effort  and  awareness, 
so  its  status  is  still  poorly  known.  Coastal 
sightings  included  2 at  Port  Renfrew  16-18 
Aug  (tRTo  et  al),  one  off  Iona  Jetty  9 Sep 
(MT),  one  off  Sooke  16  Sep  (tRTo,  LH),  and 
3 were  off  Sooke  24  Sep  (tRTo,  LH). 

Buller’s  Shearwaters  are  regular  fall  visitors 
offshore  and  appear  to  have  been  more  nu- 
merous than  usual  this  fall,  based  on  reports 
from  a vessel  in  Queen  Charlotte  Sound, 
where  40  were  seen  15  Sep  (BW)  and  possi- 
bly a record  high  count  of  235  on  20  Sep 
(BW).  Casual  in  the  Region,  although  record- 
ed annually  for  the  past  four  years,  single 
Manx  Shearwaters  were  seen  off  Botanical 
Beach,  Port  Renfrew  22  Jul  (tRTo)  and  11 
Aug  (tRTo).  Brown  Pelicans  were  well  report- 
ed along  the  s.  coast  but  in  much  lower  num- 
bers than  last  fall.  By  far  the  most  significant 
sighting  was  that  of  a single  in  the  Okanagan 
at  Killiney  Beach  5 Sep  (ph.  T&K,  McF),  a lo- 
cal first  and  just  the  2nd  interior  record  for 
the  province.  Egrets  did  not  exhibit  much  of 
a northward  push;  single  Great  Egrets  were 
noted  at  Boundary  Bay  3 Sep  (IP),  Serpentine 
Pen  6 Sep  (RS),  and  South  Surrey  28  Oct-10 
Nov  (BM  et  al.);  and  single  Cattle  Egrets  were 
near  Crofton,  Vancouver  1.  12-14  Oct  (fide 
DM)  and  at  Elizabeth  L.,  Cranbrook  30  Oct 
(AG).  Very  rare  in  the  s.  interior,  a Black- 
crowned  Night-Heron  was  along  the  slough 
near  the  Vaseux  Banding  Station  15-16  Aug 
(RuC)  and  seen  again  near  the 
station  7 Sep  (DB). 

A late  Turkey  Vulture  was 
seen  in  flight  over  Penticton  24 
Oct  (RJC).  An  Osprey  was  very 
late  at  Esquimalt  Lagoon  22  Nov 
(m.ob.),  and  at  an  even  colder 
location,  one  was  near  Narama- 
ta  25  Nov  (JT).  Casual  in  the 
province  and  not  recorded  in  the 
past  three  years,  a White-tailed 
Kite  was  seen  near  East  Sooke 
Park  17  Sep  (TRTo,  LH).  Broad- 
winged Hawks  continue  to  be 
found  in  increasing  numbers 
during  migration,  and  there  are 
indications  that  they  have  ex- 
panded their  range  eastward  and 
southward  from  their  Peace  R. 
area  stronghold.  Sightings  at  a well-known 
migration  corridor  in  the  Sooke  area  far  sur- 
pass the  expected  local  numbers:  60+  birds 
were  tallied  around  s.  Vancouver  L,  with  a sin- 
gle-day count  of  20  on  17  Sep  (RTo,  LH), 
which  nearly  doubles  the  previous  provincial 
high  count.  Single  Swainson’s  Hawks  were 
also  seen  on  s.  Vancouver  L,  with  the  first  on 
1 Sep  in  Langford  (DA)  and  the  last  a dark 


morph.  29  Sep  in  Sooke  (MM,  RTo).  Casual  in 
the  province.  Ferruginous  Hawks  were  report- 
ed from  the  mountains  w.  of  Slocan,  where 
one  or  2 were  seen  5 Sep  (TEB),  and  a single 
was  reported  from  Castlegar  10  Oct  (MMc). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
HUMMINGBIRDS 

Plovers  of  all  description  were  noted  to  be 
well  down  in  numbers  this  fall  from  at 
Salmon  Arm  (DGC),  thus  a juv.  Pacific  Gold- 
en-Plover at  the  mouth  of  Mission  Creek, 
Kelowna  27  Sep  (ph.  CC),  the  5th  Okanagan 
record,  seemed  all  the  more  remarkable.  The 
only  fall  interior  record  this  year  of  Sharp- 
tailed Sandpiper  came  from  Shelley  S.T.P.  near 
Prince  George  10  Sep  QJ  et  al.),  for  a 2nd  lo- 
cal record.  The  first  Ruff  of  the  season  was  at 
Admiral’s  Lagoon,  Parksville  20-23  Aug  (MY, 
ph.  RH  et  al.)  followed  by  a juv.  male  and  a 
juv.  female  at  Boundary  Bay  31  Aug-10  Sep 
(IP,  MT)  and  an  ad.  in  molt  8 Oct  in  Bound- 
ary Bay  (RE,  AE).  Casual  in  the  interior,  a juv. 
Red  Phalarope  furnished  a 2nd  local  record 
for  Salmon  Arm  21-22  Aug  (ph.  DGC  et  al.). 

The  only  interior  reports  of  Parasitic  Jaeger 
were  of  a juv.  seen  from  the  Vaseux  Banding 
Station  1 Oct  (DB)  and  a single  on  Nulki  L. 
QB  et  al.).  Long-tailed  Jaegers  are  rarely  seen 
from  the  inside  coast;  one  was  observed  from 
the  Duke  Point-Tsawwassen  ferry  8 Sep 
(MTo).  A Little  Gull,  casual  in  the  province, 
delighted  observers  off  Stanley  Park  11-13 


Oct  (m.ob.).  Accidental  in  British  Columbia 
waters,  an  apparent  second-cycle  Kamchatka 
Gull  was  at  Jordan  River  14  & 28  Oct  (RTo, 
ph.  LH);  there  is  one  previous  potential 
record  from  the  Okanagan  Valley  of  this  tax- 
on, currently  considered  a subspecies  of  Mew 
Gull  by  the  American  Ornithologists’  Union. 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  have  been  annual 
in  occurrence  in  the  Okanagan  over  the  past 


This  adult  Ivory  Gull  was  photographed  on  12  November  2007  at  Matsqui, 

British  Columbia,  one  of  few  records  for  the  province.  Photograph  by  ten  Jelliwe. 
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five  years,  often  wandering  Okanagan  L.  be- 
tween Vernon  and  Penticton.  This  year,  an  ad. 
was  discovered  at  Powers  Creek,  Westbank  1 
Nov  OF  et  ^F),  then  in  Vernon  on  4 Nov 
(DGC),  and  four  hours  later  was  back  in 
Westbank.  It  continued  to  wander  up  and 
down  the  lake  through  the  end  of  the  period 
(m.ob.).  Slaty-backed  Gulls  are  regular  but 
rare  and  not  always  reported;  an  ad.  was  in 
Abbotsford  13-14  Nov  (PC  et  al.).  Interior 
Sabine’s  Gulls  included  a single  ad.  28  Aug  in 
Salmon  Arm  (CC);  a single  ad.  23  Sep  in 
Salmon  Arm  (DGC);  5 on  Nulki  L.  and  2 on 
Tachick  L.  in  Vanderhoof  29  Sep  OB  et  al); 
and  an  ad.  on  Okanagan  L.  near  Peachland  2 
Oct  (CC).  An  ad.  Ross’s  Gull  in  basic 
plumage  furnished  the  2nd  confirmed  provin- 
cial record  when  found  on  Tachick  L.  sw.  of 
Vanderhoof  10-11  Nov  (tJG,  tNH  et  al.).  The 
Region’s  hrst  record  was  during  a similar  time 
period  41  years  ago  from  the  s.  tip  of  Vancou- 
ver I. — a record  which,  at  that  time,  furnished 
the  first  record  in  temperate  North  America! 
The  province’s  7th  conhrmed  record  of  Ivory 
Gull  was  of  an  ad.  on  Matsqui  Flats  near  Ab- 
botsford (ph.  CK,  ph.  LJ  et  al). 

Not  only  are  Arctic  Terns  rare  fall  migrants 
in  the  interior,  but  a single  juv.  was  excep- 
tionally late  10-13  Nov  on  Tachick  L.  (ph.  JG, 
NH,  CA  et  al.);  this  individual  may  have  fur- 
nished the  first  Nov  record  for  the  Region, 
and  it  was  indeed  with  the  above-mentioned 
Ross’s  Gull  but  remained  a few  days  longer. 
Very  rare  in  summer  and  autumn,  an  ad. 
Thick-billed  Murre  was  seen  from  Gordon’s 
Beach  near  Sooke  8 Sep  (RTo,  ph.  LH).  The 
Region’s  9th  Xantus’s  Murrelet  was  seen  from 
Gordon’s  Beach,  Sooke  8 Sep  (tRTo,  LH);  all 
records  are  from  the  Aug-Oct  window. 
Homed  Puffins  were  recorded  on  at  least  four 
occasions,  more  than  usual,  but  some  reports 
may  pertain  to  the  same  individual:  single 
imms.  were  off  Botanical  Beach  25  Aug  (tDG 
et  al.)  and  off  Gordon’s  Beach  2,  21,  & 29  Sep 
(RTo  et.al). 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  away  from  their 
breeding  colony  in  Cawston  included  a single 
in  Summerland  1 Aug  (BMa)  and  at  least  4 in 
the  Delta  area,  with  the  last  reported  near  Riv- 
er Rd.  1 Sep  QAM)  and  along  the  Sunshine 
Coast  7 Sep  (M.  & L.  Burgess).  Casual  in  the 
province  in  modern  times,  an  imm.  Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo  was  in  Cawston  17-20  Oct  (R. 
& J.  Mennell,  ph.  PC,  ph.  RJC).  This  bird  was 
seen  by  many  and  well  photographed,  thanks 
to  the  gracious  hosts.  An  ad.  White-throated 
Swifts  was  in  Sooke  9 Sep  (tRTo),  recalling 
the  last  time  this  accidental  was  seen  on  Van- 
couver I.,  11  Sep  2004.  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbirds are  casual  in  the  province,  with 
most  records  from  the  Peace  R.  area,  where 


they  occasionally  breed.  One  came  to  a feeder 
in  New  Hazelton  6-8  Aug  (RS,  MS,  ph.  KT). 
Anna’s  Hummingbirds  are  rarely  found  away 
from  the  s.  coast,  yet  one  reached  as  far  n.  as 
Williams  L.  3-6  Oct  (fide  PR). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Once  a nesting  species  on  s.  Vancouver  I., 
Lewis’s  Woodpecker  is  now  a very  rare  hnd 
there;  one  imm.  was  in  Sooke  8 Aug  (tRTo). 
Accidental  on  the  coast,  a Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
sucker  was  in  Sooke  6 Aug  (ph.  RTo);  another 
was  in  Jordan  River  26  Sep  (ph.  RTo).  A single 
Dusky  Flycatcher  was  very  late  in  Kelowna  5 
Oct  (RyT),  providing  a first  Oct 
record  for  the  Okanagan.  A very 
late  Pacific-slope  Flycatcher  was 
at  Englishman  River  Estuary, 

Parksville  18  Nov  (ND  et  al.). 

Casual  in  the  province,  an  Ash- 
throated  Flycatcher  was  at  Cecil 
Green  Park  19  Sep  (m.ob.),  and 
another  was  spotted  by  a back- 
yard birder  in  Victoria  26  Oct 
and  confirmed  (CSa,  MG  et  al.). 

Two  single  Tropical  Kingbirds 
were  at  Martindale  Flats,  Victo- 
ria 4-8  Nov  (fide  DM,  ph.  CSa) 
and  on  Hornby  1.  30  Nov  (fide 
CB).  Blue-headed  Vireos  and 
Philadelphia  Vireos  are  breeding  birds  in  die 
Peace  R.  area  and  are  very  rarely  recorded  else- 
where in  the  province.  Blue-headeds  were  re- 
ported in  Jordan  R.  23  Sep  (2  birds;  tRTo,  LH) 
and  again  there  25  Sep  (one;  tRTo),  while 
Philadelphias  were  in  Chilliwack  22  Sep  (ph., 
tGG)  and  at  Jordan  River  2 Sep  (tRTo). 

A record-late  date  for  Purple  Martin  was 
established  when  a family  group  of  5 was 
seen  in  flight  along  the  Sunshine  Coast  27 
Sep  (AS).  White-breasted  Nuthatches  were 
prevalent  in  the  cen.  interior  this  autumn, 
with  arrivals  in  early  Sep  and  increasing 
numbers  through  mid-Nov  (fide  CA).  The 
Region’s  8th  and  9th  records  of  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher  both  came  from  s.  Vancouver  I.; 
female-types  in  Shirley  25  Sep  (tRTo)  and  at 
Esquimalt  Lagoon  28  Oct  (CSa,  tBB  et.al.). 
Northern  Mockingbirds  can  occur  just  about 
anytime  anywhere  in  the  s.  half  of  the 
province,  but  they  are  not  always  reported. 
One  was  in  Jordan  River  5 Aug  (ph.  RTo, 
LH),  one  on  the  Sunshine  Coast  23-24  Nov 
(CN  et  al),  one  in  Summerland  25  & 27  Nov 
(EH;  found  in  the  same  yard  as  Dec  2006), 
and  one  on  Pender  1.  22-29  Nov  (AB,  GMK, 
PC).  Tennessee  Warblers  are  rare  away  from 
the  cen.  interior  and  Peace  R.  area,  but  sin- 
gles were  in  Tsawwassen  6 Aug  (GP),  Maple- 
wood 23  Aug  (RL),  near  Kamloops  24  Aug 
(CC),  and  at  Vaseux  19  Sep  (RJC  et  al).  Very 


rare  in  the  Cariboo,  a Chestnut-sided  War- 
bler was  at  the  recently  established  Tatlayoko 
banding  station  near  Tatla  L.  4 Aug  (SO). 
Rare  along  the  s.  coast,  a Magnolia  Warbler 
was  located  in  Port  Moody  28  Aug  QR)-  A 
few  other  “eastern”  warblers  wandered  to  the 
coast,  with  a Black-throated  Green  Warbler  at 
Jordan  River  24  Sep  (tRTo)  and  single  Black- 
poll  Warblers  in  Chilliwack  4 Sep  (tph.  GG) 
and  Whiffin  Spit,  Sooke  15  Sep  (tRTo).  An 
American  Redstart  was  also  a rare  find  in  Vic- 
toria 19  Aug  (DA).  The  Region’s  7th  and  8th 
records  of  Hooded  Warbler,  following  last 
summer’s  sighting  from  Hudson’s  Hope,  in- 


volved an  imm.  female  at  Jordan  River  17  Sep 
(tRTo,  LH)  and  an  ad.  male  in  Campbell  Riv- 
er 4-8  Nov  (E&TS  et  al.). 

Accidental  in  the  Region,  a Scarlet  Tanager 
was  found  at  Jordan  River  20  Sep  (tRTo).  Very 
late,  and  with  very  few  cen.  interior  records,  a 
Spotted  Towhee  visited  a Prince  George  feed- 
er 1 Nov+  (ph.  HM  et  al).  Clay-colored  Spar- 
rows, very  rare  along  the  coast,  included  sin- 
gles at  Kennedy  Lake  RP.  near  Ucluelet  11  Sep 
(MT),  Sooke  17  Sep  (RTo),  and  Jordan  River 
19  Sep  (RTo).  A Vesper  Sparrow  was  surpris- 
ingly late  in  Nakusp  29-30  Nov  (ph.  GSD). 
Casual  on  Vancouver  L,  a Lark  Sparrow  was  as 
far  w.  as  it  could  get  at  Carmanah  Point  Light- 
station  24  Aug  (ph.  JE).  Two  reports  meant  an 
off  year  for  Harris’s  Sparrow:  one  was  at  Iona 
21  Oct  (KL)  and  another  at  a feeder  in 
Williams  Lake  29  Nov  (DG).  Very  rare  along 
the  coast,  single  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  in- 
cluded an  ad.  male  in  Victoria  19  Aug  (m.ob.) 
and  an  imm.  male  in  Sooke  26  Aug  (RTo).  A 
holdover  from  spring,  a male  Indigo  Bunting 
remained  at  Colony  Farm,  Coquitlam  9 Aug 
(CCl).  Furnishing  the  Region’s  3rd  record,  a 
male  Painted  Bunting  visited  a feeder  at  John- 
sons Landing,  West  Kootenays  14-16  Aug 
(ph.  GS);  the  first  Regional  record  in  1995 
came  at  a similar  time  of  year.  An  imm.  Rus- 
tic Bunting  was  a remarkable  hnd  along  Whif- 
hn  Spit  22  Oct  (tRTo).  Bobolinks,  very  rare 


The  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo,  both  late  and  rare,  was  photographed  on  20  October 
2007  at  Cawston,  British  Columbia.  Photograph  by  Dick  Cannings. 
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along  the  coast,  were  late  at  Boundary  Bay  1 1- 
13  Oct  (ph.  JM  et  al.)  and  in  the  bulb  fields  of 
Central  Saanich  28-30  Nov  (BD,  ph.  MY  et 
ah).  Very  rare  on  Vancouver  I.,  3 White- 
winged Crossbills  were  at  East  Sooke  Region- 
al Park  9 Sep  (DA). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): David  Allinson  (Victoria),  Cathy  Anto- 
niazzi  (cen.  interior),  Cohn  Bartle,  Barbara 
Begg,  Allan  Bennett,  Ed  Beynon,  Jack  Bowl- 
ing (weather  summary),  Doug  Brown,  Min  & 
Len  Burgess,  Peter  Candido,  Richard  J.  Can- 
nings (s.  Okanagan),  Russell  Cannings,  Colin 


Clasen,  Pat  Crossley,  Bill  Dancer,  Gary  S. 
Davidson  (Kootenays),  Neil  Dawe,  Adrian 
Dorst  (Tofino-Ucluelet),  Jerry  Etzkorn,  An- 
drew Eoxall,  Roger  Eoxall,  Joyce  Eraser,  Gord 
Gadsden,  Jeremy  Gatten,  David  Good, 
Mitchell  Grant,  Tony  Greenfield  (Sunshine 
Coast),  Denise  Gubersky,  Louis  Haviland, 
Nathan  Hentze,  Eugene  Hogue,  Jukka  Jan- 
tunen,  Len  Jellicoe,  Marlene  Johnston,  Chris 
Kinman,  Kevin  Louth,  Rob  Lyske,  Jo  Ann 
MacKenzie,  Blaine  Martinac,  Derrick  Marven, 
Joyce  Maxwell,  Terry  & Kent  McEarlane,  Ger- 
ald McKeating,  Michael  McMann,  Heather 
Meier,  Bill  Mellard,  Robert  & Jane  Mennell 


Mitch  Meredith,  Gwen  Nichol,  Dean  Nichol- 
son, Cathy  Nolan,  Steve  Ogle,  Mark  Phinney 
(Peace  R.),  Guy  Pickavance,  Dirk  Pidcock, 
Ilya  Povalyaev,  Phil  Ranson  (Cariboo),  John 
Reynolds,  Greg  Ross,  Maureen  Sargent,  Chris 
Saunders,  Ed  Silkens,  Thelma  Silkens,  Arnold 
Skei,  Gail  Spitler,  Ray  Sturney,  Richard 
Swanston,  Mike  Tabak,  Ryan  Tomlinson, 
Mike  Toochin,  Rick  Toochin  (Juan  de  Euca), 
Kim  Tromblay,  Bruce  Whittington,  Mike  Yip, 
Kathy  Young. 


Donald  G.  Cecile,  7995  Wilson-Jackson  Road 

Vernon,  British  Columbia  VI B 3N5,  (dceciie@telus.net) 
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This  fall  was  arid,  with  about  50%  nor- 
mal rainfall  in  August  and  80-90%  av- 
erage precipitation  thereafter.  Temper- 
atures were  unremarkable.  The  seasons  or- 
nithological events  included  a massive  west- 
side  “invasion”  of  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers 
and  a continuation  of  this  summer’s  Brewer’s 
Sparrow  irruption  into  western  Oregon.  The 
Oregon  coast  witnessed  an  unusual  nearshore 
passage  of  tubenoses.  Good  numbers  of  mon- 
tane birds  (e.g.,  Clark’s  Nutcrackers,  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches,  White-winged  Cross- 
bills, Pine  Grosbeaks)  were  noted  in  the 
mountains,  plus  there  was  a small  but  diverse 
movement  of  montane  birds  (e.g..  Calliope 
Hummingbirds,  Williamson’s  Sapsuckers, 
Clark’s  Nutcrackers,  Pygmy  Nuthatches)  into 
the  lowlands  from  mid-August  into  late  Sep- 
tember. Most  species  that  have  been  expand- 
ing their  range  northward  and  eastward  con- 


tinued to  do  so — e.g.,  Anna’s  Hummingbird, 
Bewick’s  Wren,  Red-shouldered  Hawk. 

Abbreviations:  Finley  (Finley  N.W.R.,  Benton, 
OR);  ER.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Res.,  Lane)'  Malheur 
(Malheur  N.W.R.,  Harney)',  N.S.C.B.  (N.  Spit 
Coos  Bay,  Coos);  O.S.  (Ocean  Shores,  Grays 
Harbor)',  RS.B.  (Port  Susan  Bay,  Snohomish); 
P.T.  (Puget  Trough),  WestBirds  (Westport 
Seabirds),  WV  (Willamette  Valley),  W.W.R.D. 
(Walla  Walla  R.  delta,  Walla  Walla).  “East- 
side”  and  “westside”  indicate  locations  e.  and 
w.  of  the  Cascade  crest,  respectively. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

A huge  movement  of  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  occurred  across  the  entire  Region  in 
early  Oct,  including  a RT.  record  850  at  PS.B. 

2 Oct  (M.  Breece).  Washington’s  6th  record  of 
the  endangered  Tule  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  (subspecies  gambelli)  was  supplied  by 

3 on  Fir  1.,  Skagit  20  Oct  (SM,  BSW);  all  have 
been  Sep-Dec.  Blue  Geese  again  fraternized 
with  the  s.  Skagit/n.  Snohomish  Snow  Goose 
flock,  with  6 noted  18  Oct+  (SM,  RM).  A Blue 
Goose  at  Sauvie  1.  5 Oct  and  8 Nov  was  in  w. 
Oregon,  where  very  rare  (C.  Warren,  Sfi  JG). 
Eighteen  Snow  Geese  at  Vancouver,  Clark  1 
Sep  (S.  Hagen)  and  one  on  Fir  I.  3 Sep  (MSt) 
were  about  three  weeks  early.  Errant  Ross’s 
Geese  were  especially  numerous,  including  5 
in  e.  Washington,  one  in  ne.  Oregon,  and  2 in 
w.  Oregon;  all  but  2 occurred  in  late  Oct.  Eight 
Richardson’s  Cackling  Geese  (race  hutchinsii) 
enlivened  Hood  R.  23  Nov,  furnishing  Ore- 
gon’s 2nd  record  (ph.  SM,  SF,  D.  Mandell);  this 
taxon  may  prove  to  be  nearly  regular  in  e. 
Washington/Oregon.  An  Aleutian  Cackling 
Goose  (leucopareia),  rare  in  the  WV,  visited 
Shillapoo  Bottoms,  Clark  24  Nov  (BE,  SM,  SF, 


BT).  Twelve  Dusky  Canada  Goose  (occidental- 
is)  visited  Dungeness  Bay,  Clallam  23  Aug  (D. 
Pauslon);  this  taxon  is  rare  away  from  w.  Ore- 
gon and  sw.  Washington.  Rare  inland,  Black 
Brant  visited  Sauvie  I.  and  Shillapoo  Bottoms 
8-24  Nov  (SF,  SM)  and  Finley  25  Oct  (R.  Arm- 
strong). Even  rarer  away  from  salt  water  was  a 
molting  Black  Brant  at  Kent,  King  8 Aug-4  Sep 
that  had  likely  summered  nearby  (G. 
McWethy,  M.  Breece).  A Trumpeter  Swan  at 
Philleo  L.,  Spokane  18  Sep  was  about  six 
weeks  early  (MW). 

Five  eastside  Eurasian  Wigeons,  22  Sep+, 
was  tbe  best  tally  since  2003.  Two  Eurasians  at 
Coos  Bay  16  Sep  were  about  a month  early 
and  approached  Oregon’s  record-early  date 
(RN).  A female  American  Black  Duck  graced 
Kirkland,  King  1 Oct-14  Nov  (ph.  RM),  the 
same  location  that  hosted  one  31  Oct-19  Nov 
2004;  this  bird’s  apparent  recurrence  as  a pas- 
sage migrant  seems  to  increase  the  likelihood 
of  wild  provenance.  A male  American  Black 
Duck  appeared  in  Stanwood,  Snohomish  10 
Nov  (ph.  RM,  SM).  Interestingly,  after  decades 
of  decline,  the  overall  black  duck  population 
has  increased  from  376,000  to  569,000  over 
the  past  13  years  (United  States  Fish  6j: 
Wildlife  Service,  Waterfowl  Population  Status, 
2007).  Excluding  the  failed  introduction  at 
Everett  (last  “pure”  bird  seen  there  in  1999), 
there  have  been  approximately  four  other 
records  of  this  species  from  Washington.  The 
only  Eurasian  Teal  inhabited  Ridgefield  24 
Nov  (SF),  and  the  only  intergrade  Eurasian 
Teal  X Green-winged  Teal  stopped  at  PS.B.  18 
Nov  (SM,  BSW).  Ring-necked  Ducks  were 
again  present  in  good  numbers,  with  a top  tal- 
ly of  1705  at  Priest  Rapids  Pool  7-8  Nov  (RH). 
Ring-necked  Duck  x scaup  hybrids  visited 
Everett  11  Oct  (SM)  and  Renton,  King  30  Nov 
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Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  appeared  on  the  Washington  and  Oregon  coasts  in  unprecedented  numbers  in  fali  2007,  totaiing  at 
least  7S  individuals,  and  quite  likely  many  more  if  there  was  any  turnover  at  favored  sites.  This  cooperative  individual  was  on 
Midway  Beach,  Pacific  County,  Washington  on  25  August  2007.  Photograph  by  Denny  Granstrand. 


(CW).  This  cross  was  virtually  unknown  in 
the  Region  prior  to  five  years  ago,  but  now 
several  are  reported  annually;  one  suspects  the 
increase  is  largely  due  to  increased  observer 
awareness.  Not  annual  during  fall,  a Tufted 
Duck  at  Everett  1 1 Oct  was  one  day  shy  of  the 
Region’s  record  early  date  (SM).  A Harlequin 
Duck,  rare  on  the  eastside  lowlands,  was  at 
Liberty  L.,  Spokane  15  Oct  (G.  Volyn),  while  a 
female  with  2 chicks  on  the  S.  Fork  of  the  Co- 
quille  R.  1 1 Aug  furnished  a first  Coos  breed- 
ing record  (RN).  Eastside  Surf  Scoter  numbers 
were  about  twice  the  norm,  with  31  in  Oregon 
and  40  in  Washington,  mostly  6 Oct-11  Nov. 
A stunning  180-1-  Surf  Scoters  visited  w.  Ore- 
gon’s interior  6 Oct-i-,  highlighted  by  118  at 
Hagg  L.,  Washington  21  Oct  (Paul  Sullivan,  C. 
Karlen),  far  exceeding  any  previous  inland  tal- 
ly. Additionally,  6 Surfs  in  Skamania  at  1300  m 
on  11  Oct  were  unexpected  (WC).  The  east- 
side  total  of  29  White-winged  Scoters  was  well 
above  average;  most  were  13  Oct-18  Nov. 
Black  Scoters  at  Prineville  19  Oct  (CG)  and 
Vantage  17  Nov-t-  (M.  Hobbs)  furnished  the 
10th  and  11th  eastside  records.  The  eastside 
Long-tailed  Duck  tally  was  28,  more  than 
thrice  the  long-term  average,  and  included  a 
maximum  of  15  near  Brewster,  Douglas  4 Nov 
(MMD);  nearly  all  were  4 Nov-f.  Oddly,  this 
species  is  rarer  on  the  westside  interior  than  e. 
of  the  Cascades,  so  2 at  Finley  21  Nov  were 
noteworthy  (WDR).  Rather  baffling  was  the 
presence  of  80  Buffleheads,  including  juvs. 
sporting  down  and  small  bills,  on  L.  Lenore, 
Grant  1 Sep  (CCx,  SM);  such  concentrations 
are  unknown  in  Washington  prior  to  Oct,  as 
this  species  is  a rare  breeder  and  migrants  typ- 
ically do  not  arrive  until  mid-Oct.  Tallies  of 
4500  Ruddy  Ducks  at  L.  Lenore  2 Sep  (SM, 
CCx)  and  1490  at  Everett  14  Oct  (SM)  were 
likely  record-high  counts  for  e.  and  w.  Wash- 
ington, respectively.  Wild  Turkeys  are  ever 
more  abundant  in  e.  Washington,  as  evi- 
denced by  78  at  the  nw.  corner  of  their  range 
in  the  Teanaway  Valley,  Kittitas  10  Oct  QB)-  A 
remarkable  450  California  Quail  were  seen 
from  one  spot  in  Washtucna,  Adams  14  Sep 
(BSW). 

Eastside  Red-throated  Loons,  far  from  an- 
nual, included  singles  at  Odell  L.,  Klamath  27 
Oct  (RN),  Wallula,  Walla  Walla  1 Nov 
(MLD),  and  John  Day  Dam  23  Nov  (D.  Man- 
dell,  SM,  SF),  plus  2 at  L.  Chelan  12  Nov  (G. 
Gerdts,  BSW).  Peak  passage  of  Red-throateds 
at  Boiler  Bay,  Lincoln  was  a respectable  6000 
on  19  Nov  (PP).  However,  the  Pacific  Loon 
maximum  of  6000  at  Boiler  Bay  13  Nov  was 
only  about  10%  of  the  norm  (PP).  Five  Yel- 
low-billed Loons  represented  a fair  fall  show- 
ing and  included  an  early  bird  at  Yaquina  Bay, 
Lincoln  16  Aug  (L.  Norgren).  A congregation 


of  502  Pied-billed  Grebes  at  Smith/Bybee 
Lakes,  Multnomah  26  Aug  (S.  Nord)  nudged 
aside  the  Oregon  record  of  497  seen  there  last 
Aug.  Nearby,  at  Ridgefield,  236  Pied-billeds 
seen  1 Aug  likely  set  a w.  Washington  record 
(JE).  An  unremarkable  15  Clark’s  Grebes 
were  detected  on  the  westside  away  from 
ER.R.,  including  one  at  Kalaloch,  JeJ/erson  8 
Aug  that  was  more  than  a month  early  (BSh). 
A Clark’s  Grebe  near  Bingen,  Klickitat  23  Nov 
was  about  six  weeks  late  (SM,  SF,  D.  Man- 
dell).  Notably,  3 apparent  Clark’s  Grebe  x 
Western  Grebe  hybrids  were  reported  this 
fall,  the  increase  likely  due  to  enhanced  ob- 
server effort. 

Black-footed  Albatross  numbers  were  50% 
normal,  averaging  fewer  than  40  per  trip  off 
Westport  (WestBirds).  Offshore,  Northern 
Fulmar  numbers  were  above  average  at  about 
530  per  trip  off  Westport  (WestBirds).  In- 
shore, fulmars  were  incredibly  numerous, 
with  maxima  of  2000  at  Boiler  Bay,  Lincoln  21 
Oct,  10  Nov,  and  19  Nov  (PP).  Offshore, 
Pink-footed  numbers  were  about  par,  averag- 
ing 250  per  trip  during  Sep/Oct.  Onshore, 
Pink-footeds  appeared  in  unprecedented 
numbers,  with  peak  counts  of  800  and  500 
along  the  Lane  shore  7 & 19  Oct,  respectively 
(Dl,  DPy).  Fourteen  Flesh-footed  Shearwaters 
offshore  25  Aug-22  Sep  represented  a goodly 
fall  total.  Buller’s  Shearwater  totals  offshore 
were  pitiful,  with  a maximum  tally  of  20  off 
Astoria  12  Sep  (BSh)  and  Westport  17  Sep 
(WestBirds);  note  that  an  average  of  20  per  or- 


ganized pelagic  trip  would  be  considered  sub- 
stantially subpar.  On  the  other  hand,  Buller’s 
Shearwaters  are  not  annual  from  shore,  but 
this  year  10-r  were  seen  near  Florence,  Lane 
19  Oct  (DI,  DPy),  and  2 were  seen  at  both 
Cannon  Beach,  Clatsop  (MP)  and  Boiler  Bay 
(PP)  10  Nov.  Oddly,  there  were  no  exception- 
al counts  of  Sooty  Shearwaters  from  land,  and 
the  average  off  Westport  was  a dismal  2900 
per  trip  (WestBirds).  Single  Short-tailed 
Shearwaters,  rare  in  the  EX,  graced  Edmonds, 
Snohomish  18  & 20  Nov  (DD),  and  a 
Sooty/Short-tailed  Shearwater  was  off  Seattle 
5 Nov  (MBa).  Manx  Shearwater  reports  con- 
tinued to  increase,  with  7+  seen  from  land  9 
Aug-9  Nov  and  another  off  Westport  8 Sep 
(WestBirds).  A well-described  Black-vented 
Shearwater  passed  Clatsop  Beach  12  Sep 
(BSh);  Oregon  currently  has  four  accepted 
records.  A tally  of  2200  Fork-tailed  Storm-Pe- 
trels off  La  Push,  Clallam  24  Aug  likely  set  a 
Washington  record  (RM).  A Leach’s  Storm- 
Petrel,  not  annual  in  the  EX,  passed  Rich- 
mond Beach,  King  25  Sep  (MBa). 

The  eastside’s  4th  Brown  Pelican  enlivened 
W.W.R.D.  3 Sep  (MMD).  Thirteen  Brown  Pel- 
icans in  the  EX  was  about  twice  the  norm. 
Good  numbers  of  American  White  Pelicans 
again  wandered  the  WV  from  ER.R.  to  Ridge- 
field, with  a peak  tally  of  128  at  ER.R.  15  Aug 
(D.  Arendt).  Other  westside  records  included 
a coastal  bird  at  Seaside,  Clatsop  27  Aug  (M. 
Marsh)  and  one  at  Edmonds,  Snohoinis/i  27 
Sep  (fide  DD).  High  numbers  of  dispersing 
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American  White  Pelicans  were  also  noted  on 
the  eastside,  highlighted  by  350  at  Wickiup 
Res.,  Deschutes  late  Aug-early  Sep  (CM,  MM). 
A count  of  300  Great  Egrets  at  Potholes  Res., 
Grant  4 Aug  (AS)  nearly  tied  the  Washington 
record  of  302,  also  from  Potholes,  in  Sep 
2004.  Cattle  Egret  numbers  continued  to 
slide  towards  nil,  with  the  only  sightings  be- 
ing singles  at  Seattle  6-11  Nov  (A.  Larson) 
and  on  Fir  I.,  Skagit  in  mid-Nov  (K.  Axelson). 
Cattle  Egrets  became  annual  fall  visitors  to 
the  Region  during  the  1970s,  and  over  300 
were  detected  in  Washington  alone  during 
the  1980s/1990s.  Numbers  have  subsequent- 
ly dropped,  steeply  so  in  the  past  five  years. 
As  Oregon’s  breeding  population  of  White- 
faced Ibis  increases,  so  have  records  of  post- 
breeding dispersants:  flocks  of  18-25  were 
noted  at  five  e.  Oregon  sites  nw.  of  their 
breeding  range,  and  on  the  westside,  singles 
at  ER.R.  5-26  Aug  (R.  Sinnott)  and  Baskett 
Slough,  Polk  9 Aug  (RG)  furnished  the  first 
fall  records  since  2004. 

Passage  of  Turkey  Vultures  across  the 
Straits  of  Juan  de  Fuca  peaked  on  29  Sep, 
when  918  passed  Salt  Creek  Park,  Clallam  (D. 
MacRae).  Lone  Ospreys  at  Prineville  21  Nov 
(SD)  and  Bridgeport,  Douglas  23  Nov  (M. 
Spencer)  were  about  six  weeks  late  for  the 
eastside.  Red-shouldered  Hawks  continued  to 
march  northward.  At  Ridgefield,  this  species 
was  present  21  Aug+,  with  a state-record  6 
there  during  late  Sep  (JE).  Another  was  near- 
by at  Vancouver  L.,  Clark  2 Nov  (BSW);  to 
the  n.,  the  Kent  Red-shouldered  remained 
through  the  fall,  and  one  graced  Cinebar, 
Lewis  1 Oct  (C.  Lupo).  On  the  eastside,  a Red- 
shouldered was  near  the  Cascade  crest  in  Jef- 
ferson 30  Aug  (fide  R.  Gearhart),  and  5 were 
seen  in  Deschutes,  including  a very  late  bird 
(for  the  eastside)  near  Bend  30  Nov  (H.  Hor- 
vath). A Broad-winged  Hawk,  very  rare  away 
from  Cascade  hawkwatches,  soared  over 
Hooper,  Whitman  16  Sep  (ph.  MW).  Only  two 
reports  were  received  from  the  Cascades:  sin- 
gles at  Chelan  Ridge  11  Sep  (fide  M.  Spencer) 
and  a late  bird  at  Mt.  Hood  14  Oct  (R.  Smith). 
A Swainson’s  Hawk,  now  annual  during  fall 
on  the  westside,  visited  Oregon  City,  Clacka- 
mas 12  Oct  (L.  Fredd).  A Ferruginous  Hawk, 
very  rare  on  the  westside,  brightened  Steiger- 
wald  L.,  Clark  25  Aug  (WC).  Four  Gyrfalcons 
this  fall,  23  Oct+,  was  about  average.  Seven 
westside  Prairie  Falcons,  5 in  Oregon  and  2 in 
Washington,  was  near  normal  and  included  a 
very  early  individual  near  Corvallis  6 Aug  Q- 
Jebousek).  The  top  American  Coot  count  was 
from  Priest  Rapids  Pool  where  20,565  gath- 
ered 7-8  Nov  (RH).  Two  Sandhill  Cranes  at 
Saddle  Mt.,  Grant  28  Nov  were  e.  Washing- 
ton’s latest  ever  (H.  Newsome). 


SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

An  ad.  Black-bellied  Plover,  very  rare  on  the 
eastside,  visited  Potholes  Res.,  Grant  11  Aug 
(DS).  A goodly  67  Pacific  Golden-Plovers 
were  noted  this  fall,  with  a Washington  max- 
imum of  17  at  O.S.  26  Sep  (JB)  and  an  Oregon 
top  count  of  10  at  N.S.C.B.  13-19  Aug  (TR). 
A subpar  21  American  Golden-Plovers  were 
detected  on  the  westside,  with  a maximum  of 
9 on  Fir  I.,  Skagit  24  Oct  (TA).  Eleven  Amer- 
icans, however,  were  found  on  the  eastside  19 
Aug-3  Oct,  better  than  twice  the  norm.  No- 
tably, the  ratio  of  westside  Pacific:American 
Golden-Plovers  has  shifted  dramatically  since 
about  1999,  and  one  wonders  if  this  repre- 
sents a true  change  or  an  alteration  in  observ- 
er ability/expectation.  In  any  case,  this  year’s 
ratio  of  approximately  3:1  is  fairly  typical  of 
the  past  five  years.  Note  that  fewer  than  10 
golden-plovers  were  reported  as  unidentified 
this  fall.  Washington’s  5th  Mountain  Plover 
brightened  O.S.  25  Oct  QB);  virtually  all  of 
the  Region’s  16  previous  Mountain  Plovers 
occurred  Nov-Feb,  with  none  earlier  than  7 
Nov.  Washington’s  4th  Eurasian  Dotterel 
graced  Leadbetter  Pt.,  Pacific  12-13  Sep  (ph. 

K.  Brennan);  three  of  the  Region’s  four  prior 
records  were  from  Sep,  and  six  of  California’s 
nine  dotterels  occurred  6-15  Sep  (Rare  Birds  of 
California).  A congregation  of  155  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs  near  LaConner,  Skagit  16  Aug  was 
unprecedented  for  the  westside  (SM,  R. 
Fuller).  Solitary  Sandpipers  showed  well 
again,  with  48  on  the  eastside  and  22  on  the 
west,  almost  entirely  8 Aug-2  Sep;  particular- 
ly unusual  was  one  at  2600  m at  Arrow  L., 
Union  22  Aug  (N.  Strycker).  Willets  appeared 
for  the  4th  consecutive  fall  in  the  P.T.,  with 
singles  at  Totten  Inlet,  Thurston  24  Sep  QB) 
and  Everett  17  Aug  (P  Koyama).  Nearly  as 
rare,  a Wandering  Tattler  visited  P.N.P  23  Aug 
(VN).  Five  Long-billed  Curlews  in  the 
WV/P.T.  2-26  Aug  was  above  average.  Twelve 
Whimbrels  at  ER.R.  3 Sep  represented  the 
2nd  highest  count  ever  in  the  W.V.  (M.  Pers- 
mark).  Two  Hudsonian  Godwits  at  Summer 

L.  17  Aug  were  about  the  33rd  and  34th  for 
Oregon  (ES,  C.  & A.  Hinkle).  Approximately 
6 Bar-tailed  Godwits  between  Ocosta,  Grays 
Harbor  and  Tokeland,  Pacific  4 Aug-2  Oct 
was  typical  of  recent  years.  A goodly  5 Mar- 
bled Godwits  were  on  the  eastside  16  Aug-17 
Sep.  A Red  Knot,  not  annual  on  the  eastside, 
brightened  Richland  1 Oct  (NL),  while  one 
on  Bainbridge  I.,  Kitsap  20  Nov  was  about  a 
month  late  (BSW).  A subpar  22  eastside 
Sanderlings  included  2 ads.  at  Potholes  Res. 
11  Aug  (DS)  and  one  at  Hood  R.  20  Aug  (Sj); 
juvs.  were  all  23  Aug-26  Sep.  Washington 
recorded  an  excellent  173  Semipalmated 


Sandpipers,  almost  all  in  Aug,  with  a maxi- 
mum of  20  at  P.S.B.  9 Aug  (TA);  Oregon  had  a 
near-normal  12  Semipalmateds,  all  on  the 
westside,  2-22  Aug.  A gathering  of  36  Baird’s 
Sandpipers  at  ES.B.  19  Aug  was  unprecedent- 
ed for  w.  Washington  (RM,  SM).  There  were 
only  7 Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers,  9 Sep-11 
Nov;  however,  one  at  Othello  27-28  Sep  (RH) 
was  on  the  eastside,  where  surprisingly  annu- 
al of  late.  Tallies  of  44  Stilt  Sandipers  in  Wash- 
ington and  9 in  Oregon,  4 Aug-20  Sep,  were 
unremarkable;  the  top  count  was  17  at  Stan- 
wood,  Snohomish  20  Aug  (M.  Willison).  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  appeared  in  record  num- 
bers, 18  Aug-30  Sep,  with  at  least  44  in 
Washington  and  28  in  Oregon,  sevenfold 
above  then  norm.  Almost  all  were  on  the  out- 
er coast,  with  maxima  of  18  near  Midway 
Beach,  Pacific  14  Sep  (CW,  RH),  15  at 
N.S.C.B.  29  Aug  (TR),  and  15  at  O.S.  10  Sep 
(P  Hicks).  Eight  at  Midway  Beach  30  Sep 
eclipsed  Washington’s  previous  fall  late  date 
(D.  Watkins).  Four  Buff-breasteds  in  Lane  and 
7 in  Skagit,  27  Aug-22  Sep,  were  in  the 
W.V./P.T.,  where  not  annual.  A goodly  12  Ruffs 
were  detected,  including  very  rare  ad.  birds 
Tualatin  River  N.W.R.  9-12  Aug  (E.  Knight) 
and  ER.R.  12-12  Aug  (J.  Power,  D.  Fix,  DI). 
An  exceptionally  late  Ruff  was  near  Aberdeen, 
Grays  Harbor  29  Nov  (L.  Rutter);  the  remain- 
der were  9 Aug- 15  Sep.  Only  8 Short-billed 
Dowitchers  were  noted  on  the  eastside,  25 
Aug-28  Sep.  Red  Phalaropes,  not  annual  on 
the  eastside,  enlivened  LaGrande,  Union  21 
Aug  (RN),  Krumbo  Res.,  Harney  15  Sep  (AC, 
DF,  TR),  and  Corfu,  Grant  20-25  Oct  (RH). 
One  at  Jefferson  Head,  Kitsap  5 Sep  was  in  the 
PT.  where  rare-but-annual  (BSW). 

Eighty  South  Polar  Skuas  were  noted  off- 
shore, well  above  the  recent  average.  Three  Po- 
marine  Jaegers  were  found  in  the  P.T.,  where 
not  annual,  4 Aug-13  Oct.  Not  annual  in  the 
W.V,  a Parasitic  Jaeger  at  Vancouver  L.  23  Sep 
was  Clark's  first  (SM,  BE).  A Parasitic  Jaeger  at 
Chickahominy  Res.,  Harney  20  Sep  was  the 
only  eastside  jaeger  identified  to  species  (S. 
Russell).  The  69  Long-tailed  Jaegers  tallied  off 
75-100  km  off  Oregon  17  Sep  was  well  below 
totals  from  similar  far-offshore  ventures  (DI). 
The  peak  count  from  organized  pelagic  trips, 
which  are  closer  to  shore,  was  a mediocre  20 
off  Astoria  12  Sep  (BSh).  Apparently  different 
Laughing  Gulls  brightened  Gearhart,  Clatsop 
26  Aug  (ph.  DB)  and  Seaside,  Clatsop  30  Aug 
(DB,  ph.  MP);  six  of  the  seven  prior  Regional 
records  are  from  the  outer  coast,  with  five  of 
those  Jul-Oct.  There  were  only  12  Franklin’s 
Gulls  away  from  their  se.  Oregon  haunts, 
about  half  the  norm,  with  8 on  the  westside 
and  4 in  e.  Washington.  During  the  1980s  and 
1990s,  3 Little  Gulls  per  fall  was  the  norm  for 
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Washington,  but  this  is  no  longer  so,  A Little 
Gull  at  Everett  7 Oct  furnished  the  Region’s 
first  fall  record  in  three  years  (SM).  A Wash- 
ington-record 9000  Heermann’s  Gulls  inhabit- 
ed O.S.  1 Sep  (CW);  tallies  of  5000+  during 
Jul-Oct  are  now  annual  in  our  Region,  a defi- 
nite increase  from  the  1970s,  when  counts 
above  500  would  elicit  comment.  This  Region- 
al increase  corresponds  vAth  an  increase  in  the 
breeding  population  from  about  55,000  pairs 
in  1975  to  about  150,000  pairs  in  the  1990s 
(Islam  2002,  Birds  of  North  America).  A juv. 
Mew  Gull  at  Rainy  Pass,  Skagit/Chelan  (eleva- 
tion 1500  m)  12  Aug  was  rather  out  of  place 
and  quite  early  (D.  Paulson).  An  apparent  first- 
cycle  Ring-billed  Gull  x Mew  Gull  hybrid  frat- 
ernized with  hundreds  of  Mew  Gulls  near  Se- 
quim,  Clallam  13  Oct  (ph.  SM,  ph.  RM).  An 
above-average  10  Glaucous  Gulls  included  sin- 
gles at  Port  Townsend  4 Sep  (MSt)  and  West- 
port  15  Sep  (T.  O’Brien),  more  than  a month 
early.  A tally  of  2000+  Sabine’s  Gulls  75-100 
km  off  Oregon  17  Sep  approached  the  Region- 
al record  (DI,  JW).  Twenty-seven  eastside 
Sabine’s  Gulls,  27  Aug-7  Oct,  was  more  than 
twice  the  norm  and  included  a high  count  of  6 
at  Agency  L.,  Klamath  15  Sep  (KS).  Addition- 
ally 6 stopped  at  inland  westside  sites,  but  only 
4 visited  the  RT. 

A handful  of  Elegant  Terns  graced  coastal 
Tillamook  and  Clatsop  3-5  Aug  (T.  Hall),  and 
a flock  of  33  enlivened  Florence,  Lane  26  Aug 
and  3 Sep  (R.  Robb,  DPy,  K.  Fairchild);  this 
represents  an  “average”  fall  for  this  semi-ir- 
ruptive  species.  The  eastside  total  of  150 
Common  Terns,  29  Aug-6  Oct,  was  unre- 
markable. An  Arctic  Tern,  not  annual  inland, 
enlivened  Philomath  16  Aug  and  was  Benton's 
first  (WDR).  Three  westside  Forster’s  Terns 
25  Aug-24  Sep  was  about  average. 

Enormous  numbers  of  Common  Murres 
moved  into  the  RT.  during  Sep,  highlighted  by 
6000  off  Jeff  Head,  Kitsap  17  Sep  (BSW).  Rer- 
haps  related  to  the  spring  irruption  of  Horned 
Puffins,  one  was  near  Smith  I.,  Island  18  Aug 
(ph.  D,  & D.  Henderson);  this  species  is  ex- 
tremely rare  in  the  RT.  Only  5 Xantus’s  Mur- 
relets  were  found  75-100  km  off  Oregon  17 
Sep,  2 of  which  were  identified  as  scrippsi  (|G, 
JW,  DI);  additionally,  4 Xantus’s  were  noted  off 
Newport  25  Aug  (GG),  and  2 were  off  West- 
port  25  Aug  (RM).  For  the  3rd  time  in  13 
months,  a Xantus’s  Murrelet  was  seen  from 
Cape  Flattery,  this  time  22  Aug  (CW);  the  two 
prior  records  were  from  Jul.  Excellent  mid-Sep 
counts  of  Cassin’s  Auklets  hopefully  indicated 
good  local  breeding  success;  the  top  count  was 
475  off  Westport  16  Sep  (WestBirds). 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continued  to  ex- 
plode across  the  Region,  with  w.  Washington 
seeing  its  first  double-digit  concentration:  16 


near  Mt.  Vernon,  Skagit  23  Sep  (RM).  There 
were  numerous  other  reports  from  the  west- 
side,  and  this  species  is  now  so  widespread  on 
the  eastside  that  observers  have  tired  of  re- 
porting them.  Washington’s  7th  White- 
winged Dove  visited  Bennington  L.,  Walla 
Walla  14  Aug  (ph.  MMD).  In  Oregon,  single 
White-wingeds  at  Bandon,  Coos  31  Aug-5 
Sep  (T.  Loomis,  R.  Robb)  and  Alvord  Ranch, 
Harney  7 Sep  (K.  Fairchild)  added  to  about  13 
previous  records;  the  Region  had  only  five 
records  prior  to  1997,  and  almost  all  have 
been  May-Nov. 

An  ad.  Northern  Hawk  Owl  attended  2 
fledglings  at  Harts  Pass,  Okanogan  17  Aug-8 
Sep  (L.  Schreiner,  V.  Click,  ph.  N.  Mason),  fur- 
nishing Washington’s  2nd  breeding  record  a 
mere  few  months  after  the  state’s  first.  A Great 
Gray  Owl,  rare  away  from  the  mts.,  was  near 
Lowden,  Walla  Walla  19  Nov-1  Dec  (D.  Gib- 
son). The  only  westside  Burrowing  Owl  was  a 
returning  bird  near  Tangent,  Linn  3 Nov  (C. 
Whelchel).  Boreal  Owls  were  widely  reported 
from  known  locations  in  ne.  Washington  and 
in  the  Cascades  s.  to  Deschutes,  1 Sep-10  Nov, 
with  a maximum  of  7 at  Mt.  Salmo,  Pend  Or- 
eille 13  Oct  (T.  Little).  Common  Nighthawks 
at  Portland  9 Oct  (P.  Buescher)  and  near 
Lebanon,  Linn  15  Oct  (R.  Armstrong)  were 
about  three  weeks  late.  A Common  Poorwill, 
not  annual  in  the  W.V,  was  near  Bellfountain 
5 Oct,  likely  a Benton  first  (WDR);  one  in  Yaki- 
ma 26  Oct  was  about  a month  late  (fide  DG). 
A colony  of  approximately  50  Monk  Parakeets 
came  fully  to  light  when  it  caused  a local  pow- 
er outage  in  Yacolts,  Clark  (WC).  County  ef- 
forts to  exterminate  them  are  meeting  resist- 
ance from  local  residents. 

A Chaetura  swift  over  the  Samish  Flats  19 
Nov  was  probably  a Vaux’s,  but  it  avoided  de- 
finitive identification  (B.  Sundstrom);  Vaux’s 
Swifts  are  extremely  rare  in  Washington  after 
mid-Oct,  and  this  bird  is  about  two  weeks  lat- 
er than  any  other  Washington  record.  A 
White-throated  Swift,  very  rare  on  the  west- 
side,  passed  over  Finley  13  Sep  (WDR).  A 
Black-chinned  Hummingbird  at  Ridgefield 
10  Aug  yielded  w.  Washington’s  2nd  fall 
record  (tj.  Danzenbaker,  tSF).  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbirds continue  to  appear  sporadically  on 
the  eastside  beyond  their  outposts  in  Klickitat 
and  Deschutes,  with  4 in  Yakima,  singles  in 
Richland  29  Aug-23  Sep  (NL)  and  N.  Rich- 
land 9 Sep  OA),  and  2 in  Walla  Walla  21  Nov+ 
(MMD);  this  species  may  soon  colonize  Yaki- 
ma and  Benton.  Oregon  now  averages  about  2 
Costa’s  Hummingbirds  per  fall.  This  year,  sin- 
gles visited  Tualatin  River  N.W.R.,  Washington 
17  Aug  (T.  Love),  Portland  24  Aug  QG),  and 
Bend  23  Oct+  (D.  Tracy).  Calliope  Hum- 
mingbirds at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Skamania  25-31 


Aug  (WC)  and  Everett  18  Aug  (SM)  eclipsed 
w.  Washington’s  late  date  of  5 Aug.  Nearly  as 
rare  in  w.  Oregon,  single  Calliopes  adorned 
Portland  28  Aug  (ES)  and  Astoria  29  Aug 
(MP).  Rufous  Hummingbirds  lingered 
throughout  the  Region,  and  associated  with 
this  were  several  exceptionally  late  Selaspho- 
rus  hummingbirds  assumed  to  be  Rufous.  In 
Oregon,  singles  inhabited  Eugene  1 Nov  (M. 
Rudolph),  Springfield,  Lane  24  Nov  (T.  Es- 
cue),  and  N.  Bend,  Coos  27  Nov  0-  Heaney), 
while  one  at  Kennewick,  Benton  27  Oct  (1. 
Borland)  was  e.  Washington’s  2nd  latest  ever. 
However,  only  the  male  at  N.  Bend  could  be 
identified  with  certainty. 

Single  Lewis’s  Woodpeckers,  rare  in  w. 
Washington,  were  near  Issaquah,  King  6 Sep 
(L.  Schwitters)  and  Kirkland,  King  14  Oct 
(RM).  Western  Washington’s  5th  Williamson’s 
Sapsucker  inhabited  Naches  Pass,  King  12  Aug 
(MBa).  In  the  lowlands,  where  rarely  encoun- 
tered, 2 Williamson’s  brightened  Maryhill, 
Klickitat  11  Aug  (MMD),  and  another  adorned 
Washtucna,  Adams  7 Sep  (Patrick  Sullivan). 
Now  annual  in  Oregon,  a Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
sucker  stopped  at  FR.R.  23  Nov  (MP).  Red- 
naped  Sapsuckers  are  rare  in  the  WV/PT.  and 
very  rare  on  the  outer  coast.  This  fall,  singles 
brightened  Enumclaw,  King  1 Oct  (S.  Daniels), 
Portland  4 Oct  (T.  McNamara),  and  Brookings, 
Curry  20  Nov  (D.  Munson).  Single  Red-breast- 
ed Sapsuckers  at  Bend  6 Oct  Q.  Moodie)  and 
Yakima  26  Nov  (R.  Repp)  were  just  e.  of  the 
Cascades,  where  rare  but  annual.  Another  near 
Newport,  Pend  Oreille  30  Nov,  however,  was 
nearly  in  Idaho  (ph.  R.  Cox);  Red-breasteds  are 
extremely  rare  that  far  east. 

PASSERINES 

A Willow  Flycatcher  visited  Kirkland,  King  3 
Oct  (RM);  there  is  but  one  later  date  from 
Washington.  Five  Least  Flycatchers  in  the 
Columbia  Basin,  18  Aug-14  Sep,  was  fairly 
typical  of  the  past  five  years,  but  a Least  at 
Hoquiam,  Grays  Harbor  7 Sep  was  a first  for 
Washington’s  outer  coast  (CW);  prior  to 
2000,  Washington  had  only  five  records  of  fall 
migrant  Leasts.  Western  Oregon’s  2nd  Gray 
Flycatcher  graced  Portland  24  Aug  QG,  G. 
Lillie).  A Dusky  Flycatcher  at  Skagit  W.M.A.  9 
Sep  was  only  the  2nd  recorded  during  fall  in 
Washington  w.  of  the  Cascades  (SM).  Three 
Black  Phoebes  in  the  Portland  area  likely  sig- 
naled continued  northward  range  expansion. 
Oregon’s  10th  Eastern  Phoebe  brightened 
Malheur  15  Sep  (AC);  most  Regional  records 
are  May-Jun,  and  this  was  only  the  3rd  for 
fall.  A Say’s  Phoebe,  not  annual  during  fall  in 
w.  Washington,  graced  Seattle  16  Nov  (EH);  9 
in  w.  Oregon,  3 Oct+,  was  about  average. 
Fourteen  Tropical/Couch’s  Kingbirds  was 
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supranormal  and  included  3 birds  away  from 
the  outer  coast:  one  at  Marymoor  Park,  King 
9 Oct  (MBa)  and  up  to  2 at  Kent,  King  10-23 
Nov  (K.  Andrich,  D.  Swayne).  A Western 
Kingbird  at  Ridgefield  5 Sep  was  about  a 
month  late  for  w.  Washington,  where  fall  mi- 
grants are  not  annual  (WC). 

The  westside’s  2nd  Plumbeous  Vireo 
turned  up  at  Mary’s  Peak,  Benton  10  Aug 
(tWDR);  almost  all  Regional  records  are  from 
se.  Oregon  during  May-Jun,  and  the  three  an- 
tecedent fall  records  are  from  Sep,  Washing- 
ton’s first  Bell’s  "Vireo,  apparently  of  the  nom- 
inate subspecies,  enlivened  Skagit  W.M.A.  27- 
28  Sep  (tSM,  tK.  Brady).  A landfall  of  80 
Warbling  Vireos  at  Sentinel  Bluffs,  Grant  26 
Aug  likely  set  a Washington  record  (SM).  Sev- 
en Blue  Jays  in  e.  Washington,  3 in  e.  Oregon, 
and  one  in  w.  Oregon  28  Sep+,  was  about 
twice  the  norm  for  a “non-irruption”  year. 
Eight  Western  Scrub-Jays  in  Yakima  this  fall, 
adding  to  five  years  of  regular  sightings,  sug- 
gests that  this  species  is  now  established  there 
(DR).  Clark’s  Nutcrackers  made  extremely 
rare  visits  to  the  lowlands  at  Coulee  Dam, 
Grant  2 Sep  (DS,  R.  Friesz)  and  near  Sequim, 
Clallam  5 Sep  (MSt).  Another  was  well  out  of 
habitat  at  Malheur  5 Sep  0-  Hammon).  A Pur- 
ple Martin  at  Ridgefield  23  Sep  was  apparent- 
ly record  late  for  Washington  (BF,  SM).  The 
Dayton,  Yamhill  roost  gathered  500,000+ 
Barn  Swallows  15  Sep  (E  Schrock).  A Black- 
capped  Chickadee  at  Potholes  S.R,  Grant  24 
Sep  (DS)  was  away  from  known  breeding  lo- 
cations; this  species  rarely  wanders  in  the  Re- 
gion. As  is  often  the  case,  a small  number  of 
Mountain  Chickadees  appeared  in  the  Re- 
gion’s lowlands,  late  Sep+,  but  one  at  Lake- 
wood,  Pierce  29  Aug  was  about  a month  early 
(R.  Nelson).  A noisy  107  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  inhabited  3 km  of  trail  near 
Union  Gap,  Snohomish  8 Sep,  exceeding  any 
published  Washington  tally  (SM,  DD).  Single 
Pygmy  Nuthatches  enlivened  Stacker  Butte, 
Klickitat  11  Aug  (BT),  Olympia  19  Aug  (T. 
Schooley),  and  College  Place,  Walla  Walla  10 
Sep  (MMD),  while  2 visited  Maryhill,  Klicki- 
tat 11-13  Aug  (MMD,  BT)  and  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Skamania  26  Aug  (WC);  this  species  virtually 
never  strays  far  from  Ponderosa  Pine  wood- 
lands, and  there  are  only  about  five  prior  w. 
Washington  records. 

A Rock  Wren,  rare  w.  of  the  Cascades,  was 
on  Bainbridge  1.,  Kitsap  12  Sep  (B.  Point), 
with  perhaps  the  same  bird  a few  km  away  on 
Bainbridge  7 Oct  (D.  Watkins,  BSW).  Contin- 
ued range  expansion  by  Bewick’s  Wren  was 
evidenced  by  an  ad.  and  juv.  on  Bridgeport  Bar 
10-16  Aug  that  furnished  Douglas's  first  record 
(R.  Hendrick,  M.  Spencer).  Singles  in  De- 
schutes, Crook,  and  Lake,  spanning  15  Sep-22 


Oct,  were  also  away  from  this  species’  current 
range.  Eastern  Washington’s  2nd  latest  fall 
House  Wren  paused  at  Bennington  L.,  Walla 
Walla  9 Oct  (MMD).  A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
near  Prineville,  Crook  14  Sep  was  well  n.  of  its 
breeding  range  but  at  a location  where  annual 
since  2003  (CG).  Lone  Mountain  Bluebirds 
appeared  in  Cascade  Head,  Lincoln  26  Sep 
(PP)  and  Seattle  28  Sep  Q-  Meyer);  this  species 
is  not  annual  during  fall  w.  of  the  Cascades, 
and  most  such  records  are  from  Nov.  Similar- 
ly, a Townsend’s  Solitaire  at  Skagit  W.M.A.  23 
Aug  provided  a rare  lowland  westside  fall 
record  but  more  notably  was  two  months  ear- 
ly (SM,  RM).  An  apparent  Olive-backed 
Swainson’s  Thrush  (of  the  swainsoni  sub- 
species group)  graced  Skagit  W.M.A.  23  Aug 
(TSM,  RM);  though  this  group  breeds  in  far  e. 
Washington,  it  has  not  previously  been 
recorded  in  w.  Washington.  A Gray  Catbird  at 
Skagit  WM.A.  20  Oct  furnished  w.  Washing- 
ton’s 2nd  fall  record  (ph.  SM,  BSW),  the  first 
occurring  last  year  on  22  Oct;  as  this  species 
has  departed  e.  Washington  by  the  end  of  Sep, 
it  seems  likely  that  these  are  misoriented  birds 
from  somewhere  se.  of  the  Region,  not  simply 
strays  from  across  the  Cascades.  Five  North- 
ern Mockingbirds  in  Oregon  and  3 in  Wash- 
ington was  about  average.  No  longer  annual 
on  the  westside,  up  to  7 Bohemian  Waxwings 
adorned  Seattle  19-25  Nov  Q-  Bragg),  and  one 
flew  over  Mary’s  Peak,  Benton  31  Oct  (WDR); 
prior  to  the  1970s,  this  species  was  uncom- 
mon to  fairly  common  in  nw.  Washington. 

A Tennessee  Warbler  at  Hoquiam,  Grays 
Harbor  7 Sep  was  about  the  20th  for  Wash- 
ington (CW);  most  have  been  late  Aug-early 
Sep.  In  Oregon,  where  nearly  annual,  single 
Tennessee  Warblers  visited  Eugene  5 Sep  and 
Camp  Sherman,  Jefferson  24  Sep  (SD). 
Nashville  Warblers,  not  annual  during  fall  in 
w.  Washington,  showed  up  at  Port  Townsend 
4 Sep  (MSt)  and  Kirkland,  King  14  Oct  (RM). 
Though  nearly  annual  during  northbound 
migration,  a Northern  Parula  at  Bend  1 Sep 
(CM)  and  a record-late  bird  at  Chiloquin, 
Klamath  4 Nov  (ph.  W.  Stone)  furnished  Ore- 
gon’s first  fall  records  since  2001.  A tally  of 
120  Yellow  Warblers  at  Hoquiam  11  Sep 
eclipsed  Washington’s  previous  maximum 
(CW).  Oregon’s  17th  Cape  May  Warbler  en- 
livened Malheur  15  Sep  (ph.  AC,  HR).  Wash- 
ington’s 11th  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 


was  at  College  Place,  Walla  Walla  8-11  Nov 
(ph.  MMD);  this  species  tends  to  appear  later 
than  other  “eastern”  warblers  in  our  Region. 
A startling  10  Black-throated  Gray  Warblers 
were  reported  e.  of  the  Cascades  in  Washing- 
ton, including  one  at  Rancho  Reato,  Benton 
24  Oct  that  was  about  a month  late  (N.  Of- 
sthun).  Sixty  Townsend’s  Warblers  encoun- 
tered in  the  Goat  Rocks  Wilderness,  Lewis  3 
Sep  exceeded  any  published  high  counts  (G. 
Wiles).  Single  Hermit  Warblers,  extremely 
rare  e.  of  the  Cascades,  graced  Sentinel  Bluffs, 
Grant  15  Sep  (BSW)  and  Malheur  16  Sep 
(AC);  these  birds  were  also  two  or  three 
weeks  tardy.  Three  Palm  Warblers,  rare  away 
from  the  outer  coast,  visited  the  WV/P.T.,  2- 
23  Oct.  Western  Washington’s  3rd  Blackpoll 
Warbler  was  found  at  Vancouver  L.,  Clark  13 
Sep  (TTA),  while  e.  Washington  Blackpolls  in- 
habited Washtucna,  Adams  9 Sep  (TRH)  and 
Lyons  Ferry,  Franklin  14  Sep  (vt.  BSW); 
Washington  had  about  25  Washington 
records,  mostly  late  Aug-mid-Sep.  Oregon’s 
fall  Blackpoll  was  at  Fields  16  Sep  (K. 
Fairchild,  HR).  Washington’s  3rd  Prothono- 
tary  Warbler  brightened  Richland  10  Aug 
(TR.  Johnson);  this  apparent  ad.  was  two  to 
three  weeks  earlier  than  the  usual  vagrancy 
window  for  Pacific  Coast  states  (Warblers', 
Dunn  and  Garrett  1997).  Single  Northern 
Waterthrushes  visited  Skagit  W.M.A.  9 Sep 
(SM),  ER.R  10  Oct  (LM,  D.  Arendt),  and 
Fields  20  Sep  (TR);  this  species  is  nearly  an- 
nual in  se.  Oregon  and  w.  Washington,  but 
the  ER.R.  bird  provided  a long  overdue  W.V 
first.  Oregon’s  5th  Kentucky  Warbler  was  at 
Emigrant  L.,  Jackson  17  Sep  (B.  Massey);  pri- 
or records  were  May-Jul.  An  imm.  Mourning 
Warbler  at  Washtucna  25  Aug  yielded  Wash- 
ington’s 2nd  record  (TSM,  TDS).  A Yellow- 
breasted Chat,  rare  in  w.  Washington,  was  at 
Steigerwald  L.,  Clark  12  Aug  (WC).  Summer 
Tanagers,  nearly  annual  in  Oregon  over  the 
last  decade,  were  noted  at  Coos  Bay  22  Sep  (B. 
Taylor)  and  Malheur  28  Sep  (S.  Nemetz).  A 
Western  Tanager  at  L.  Billy  Chinook,  Jefferson 
11  Nov  was  about  six  weeks  late  (CG). 

Single  American  Tree  Sparrows  at  N.  Bend, 
Coos  18  Oct  (TR),  N.S.C.B.  29  Oct  (TR),  and 
Millicoma  Marsh,  Coos  1 Nov  (TR)  were  un- 
usually far  s.  on  the  westside.  The  500  Chip- 
ping Sparrows  at  Harts  Pass,  Okanogan  23 
Aug  was  unprecedented  for  Washington  (TA). 


^ h Brewer's  Sparrows  remained  quite  evident  in  w.  Oregon  after  this  summer's  invasion,  which  included  the  W.V.'s  first 
3 fi  breeding  records.  In  Lane,  7 juvs.  and  several  ads.  were  present  through  24  Aug  (Dl,  DF).  Similarly,  in  lowland  Ben- 
ton, 6 Brewer's  (including  juvs.)  lingered  through  1 0 Sep  (WDR).  Birds  not  noted  this  summer  included  2 at  Mary's  Peak,  Ben- 
ton 15  Aug  (WDR),  one  at  Fernhill  Wetlands,  Washington  12  Aug  (S.  Schiick),  3 at  Canby,  Clackamas  15  Aug  (A.  Ahlgrim),  one 

at  N.S.C.B.  14  Aug  (TR),  and  one  at  Brookings,  Curry  7 Oct  (J6, 0.  Schmidt).  The  last  2 birds  were  on  the  outer  coast,  where  not 

annual.  Western  Oregon  had  been  averaging  about  2 Brewer's  per  fall,  almost  all  during  Aug. 
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Four  Clay-colored  Sparrows  in  se.  Washing- 
ton 1-11  Sep  and  3 in  w.  Oregon  7 Oct-5  Nov 
fits  a pattern  that  has  become  the  norm  in  re- 
cent years.  Another  Clay-colored  at  Bend  12 
Nov  (H.  Horvath),  however,  was  more  than 
six  weeks  late  for  the  eastside. 

Three  migrant  Vesper  Sparrows  were  de- 
tected in  w.  Washington,  16  Aug-18  Sep;  this 
species  is  again  being  found  annually  in  w. 
Washington,  perhaps  due  to  an  increase  in  ob- 
servers. A Lark  Sparrow  in  Seattle  12  Aug  fur- 
nished only  the  2nd  w.  Washington  fall  record 
since  1996  and  about  the  25th  overall  (C.  Si- 
dles, RM).  Another  Lark,  rare  in  w.  Oregon 
away  from  the  Rogue  Valley,  was  at  N.S.C.B.  3 
Sep  (TR).  A Black- throated  Sparrow  near 
Mabton,  Yakima  3 Aug  had  likely  been  raised 
locally  and  furnished  Washington’s  first  “fall” 
record  in  more  than  10  years  (D.  Brown); 
equally  unusual  was  one  at  Tumalo  S.R,  De- 
schutes 1 Sep  (C.  Ringstad).  A Grasshopper 
Sparrow  at  Waterville,  Douglas  2 Sep  was  only 
about  two  weeks  late  but  provided  e.  Wash- 
ington’s 2nd  latest  record  (SM,  CCx).  More 
notable  was  w.  Washington’s  5th  Grasshopper 
Sparrow  at  Ocosta,  Grays  Harbor  9 Sep  (DS). 
Two  Red  Fox  Sparrows  (iliaca  subspecies 
group)  at  Harrington,  Lincoln  22  Sep  fur- 
nished Washington’s  earliest  fall  record  to  date 
(ph.  T.  Mansfield,  M.  E Mathis);  this  species 
has  become  annual  in  the  Region  during  re- 
cent years,  but  most  occur  after  early  Oct.  A 
tally  of  600  Song  Sparrows  at  Wahluke, 
Franklin  23  Nov  easily  eclipsed  Washington’s 
previous  high  count  (RH).  A cooperative,  call- 
ing sparrow  at  P.S.B.  20  Oct  appeared  to  be  a 
Swamp  Sparrow  x Song  Sparrow  hybrid 
(BSW,  ph.  SM);  apparently  this  cross  was  pre- 
viously unknown  (Handbook  of  Avian  Hybrids 
of  the  World).  Five  Swamp  Sparrows  in  Wash- 
ington and  7 in  Oregon,  6 Oct+,  furnished  the 
worst  fall  total  since  2001.  This  fall’s  Harris’s 
Sparrow  total  was  a dismal  4,  all  in  Washing- 
ton 12  Oct+.  Now  detected  annually,  a Gold- 
en-crowned Sparrow  x White-crowned  Spar- 
row hybrid  inhabited  RS.B.  29  Sep  (ph.  SM). 
Four  Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  were  de- 
tected in  Oregon,  where  casual  prior  to  2000 
but  annual  since  then.  Singles  visited  N.S.C.B. 
22  Oct  (TR)  and  Clatsop  Beach  22  Oct  (MR), 


plus  2 were  at  Coburg,  Lane  28  Oct  (DI).  A 
flock  of  45  Snow  Buntings  on  Clatsop  Beach 
10  Nov  was  exceptional  for  w.  Oregon  (MR). 
This  fall’s  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  visited  Sis- 
ters, Deschutes  18  Oct  (J.  Gerke).  A Lazuli 
Bunting  at  College  Rlace,  Walla  Walla  20  Sep 
was  record  late  for  e.  Washington  (MMD), 
while  one  at  Skagit  W.M.A.  4 Oct  was  two 
months  late  for  w.  Washington  and  the  state’s 
2nd  latest  ever  (RM,  SM).  An  Indigo  Bunting 
near  Rotholes  Res.,  Grant  18  Aug  furnished 
about  the  21st  record  for  Washington  but  only 
the  4th  of  a fall  migrant  (tBSW,  tG.  Gerdts). 

Two  Bobolinks  at  O.S.  14-15  Sep  added  to 
25  previous  w.  Washington  records,  about 
half  of  which  are  from  fall,  mostly  mid- 
Aug-early  Oct  (L.  Rutter).  Rerhaps  more  un- 
usual was  a migrant  flock  of  65  at  Raulina, 
Crook  17  Aug  (CG).  Tricolored  Blackbirds 
were  around  Othello — the  species’  epicenter 
in  Washington — throughout  the  fall,  with  a 
maximum  of  30  on  31  Aug  (SM,  CCx);  the 
only  other  Washington  sighting  was  of  12  at 
Casey  Place,  Walla  Walla  22  Sep  (MMD).  Two 
Rusty  Blackbirds  in  Washington  was  about 
par:  Iowa  Beef,  Walla  Walla  16  Nov  (RM)  and 
near  Sumner,  Pierce  29  Nov  (CW).  One  at 
Stanfield,  Umatilla  11  Nov,  however,  was  only 
about  Oregon’s  16th  (Paul  Sullivan).  The  fall’s 
lone  Great-tailed  Grackle  visited  Summer  L. 
27  Aug  (SD,  D.  Sutherland).  A gathering  of 
600  Brown-headed  Cowbirds  at  Othello  6 
Nov  is  among  the  largest  ever  in  Washington 
(RH).  Washington’s  4th  Orchard  Oriole 
adorned  Samish  L,  Skagit  6 Nov  (ph.  J.  Brady- 
Powers,  HA,  RM),  the  same  location  that 
hosted  the  state’s  first  in  Dec  1991. 

A tally  of  85  Purple  Finches  at  Skagit 
W.M.A.  20  Oct  (SM,  BSW)  tied  the  Washing- 
ton high  count,  set  at  the  same  location  28  Oct 
2004.  Two  Red  Crossbills  near  Washtucna, 
Adams  18  Aug  were  in  the  Columbia  Basin, 
where  rare  (BSW).  White-winged  Crossbills 
occurred  widely  in  the  Cascades  s.  to 
Deshutes,  in  the  Wallowa  Mts.,  and  in  the 
Okanogan  highlands,  with  multiple  counts  of 
10+  in  Okanogan  after  early  Oct  (K.  Tran,  G. 
Fredericks).  A Common  Redpoll  adorned 
Hockinson,  Clark  1 Nov  Q-  Allinger);  this 
species  is  irregular  on  the  westside,  with  most 


occurring  in  nw.  Washington  in  mid-Nov+.  A 
Lesser  Goldfinch  in  Yakima  1 1 Aug  continued 
this  species  recent  spate  of  vagrancy  within 
Washington  (DG).  Oregon’s  7th  and  8th 
Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  were  singles  at  Win- 
ston, Douglas  17-29  Sep  (S.  Platt,  ph.  R. 
Maertz)  and  Eagle  Pt.,  Jackson  24  Sep  (H. 
Sands);  over  half  the  state’s  records  are  from 
Douglas/Jackson.  Large  numbers  of  Evening 
Grosbeaks  brightened  the  Cascades,  with 
maxima  of  300  at  Rainy  Pass  21  Aug  (RM)  and 
200  at  Washington  Pass  12  Aug  (B.  Levine). 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Jim  Acton,  Howard  Armstrong 
(Skagit),  Tom  Aversa  (WA),  David  Bailey, 
Matt  Bartels  (MBa),  Range  Bayer  (Lincoln), 
Joe  Buchanan,  Wilson  Cady,  Alan  Contreras, 
Craig  Corder  (Spokane),  Cameron  Cox 
(CCx),  Mike  & MerryLynn  Denny 
(M&MLD),  Steve  Dougill,  Dennis  Duffy,  Joe 
Engler,  Dan  Earrar,  Shawneen  Einnegan,  Bob 
Elores,  Chuck  Gates  (Crook),  Roy  Gerig 
(Marion,  Polk),  Jeff  Gilligan,  Greg  Gillson, 
Denny  Granstrand  (Yakima),  Randy  Hill,  Eu- 
gene Hunn,  Stuart  Johnston  (Klickitat),  Bill 
LaFramboise  (lower  Columbia  Basin),  Nancy 
LaFramboise,  Larry  McQueen,  Ryan  Merrill, 
Craig  Miller,  Marilyn  Miller,  Scott  Mills 
(SMi),  Russ  Namitz,  Harry  Nehls  (OR),  Vic 
Nelson,  Bob  Norton  (Olympic  Pen.), 
Clarence  and  Marilyn  O’Leary  (Grant,  OR), 
Michael  Patterson  (Clatsop),  Diane  Pettey 
(DPy),  Phil  Pickering,  Holly  Reinhard,  W. 
Douglas  Robinson  (Benton,  Linn,  Marion) 
Dennis  Rockwell,  Tim  Rodenkirk  (Coos,  Cur- 
ly),  Em  Scattergia,  Doug  Schonewald  (DS), 
Bill  Shelmerdine  (BSh),  Kevin  Spencer  (Kla- 
math), Mark  Stackhouse  (MSt),  Andy  Step- 
niewski,  Dennis  Vroman  (Josephine),  Brad 
Waggoner  (BSW),  Jay  Withgott,  Michael 
Woodruff,  Charlie  Wright.  O 
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Steven  A.  Glover  (Doves  to  Wrentit) 

Ed  Pandoifino  (Thrashers  to  Finches) 
Scott  B.  Terrill  (Loons  to  Frigatebirds,  Lar- 
ids  to  Alcids) 

Michael  M.  Rogers  (Waterfowl  to  Quail, 
Herons  to  Shorebirds) 


California  birders  have  long  expected 
the  number  of  new  additions  to  the 
state  list  to  decrease  as  the  pool  of  po- 
tential vagrants  is  depleted.  After  all,  it  has  to 
happen  some  time.  And  yet,  if  this  seasons  can- 
didates all  pass  muster  with  the  California  Bird 
Records  Committee,  the  state  list  will  grow  by 
3 species:  Swallow-tailed  Kite,  Eurasian 
Kestrel,  and  Common  Rosefinch.  The  last  time 
the  Region  produced  three  state  firsts  in  a sin- 
gle season  was  in  the  now  legendary  fall  of 
1988.  The  additions  that  season — Terek  Sand- 
piper, Long-toed  Stint,  and  Gray  Wagtail — 
were  all  found  in  Monterey  County! 

Beyond  the  potential  first  state  records,  a 
wide  variety  of  vagrants  included  Wedge- 
tailed Shearwater,  Glossy  Ibis,  a new  seasonal 
high  count  of  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers,  a 
mountaineering  Vermilion  Flycatcher,  the 
most  northerly  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  for 
the  West  Coast,  and  a Grace’s  Warbler,  one  of 
four  potential  first  records  for  Southeast  Far- 
allon Island. 

This  fall  season  represents  the  37th  and  fi- 
nal season  for  Scott  Terrill  as  the  Regional  Ed- 
itor of  the  seabirds  group.  His  ten-year  run  is 
one  of  the  longest  in  the  history  of  the  North- 
ern California  Region.  We  will  miss  Scott’s  ex- 
tensive knowledge  of  California  birds.  Steve 
Rottenborn  has  graciously  agreed  to  return  to 
our  ranks  and  take  over  for  Scott  next  season. 

Abbreviations:  B.S.O.L.  (Big  Sur  Ornithology 
Lab);  C.B.R.C.  (California  B.R.C.);  C.C.FS. 
(Coyote  Creek  Field  Station,  Santa  Clara)', 
C.R.R  (Cosumnes  River  Preserve,  Sacramen- 


to)', C.V.  (Central  Valley);  FI.  (Southeast  Far- 
allon L,  San  Francisco)',  O.S.P.  (Open  Space 
Preserve);  PRBO  (PRBO  Conservation  Sci- 
ence); S.F  (San  Francisco,  not  State  Forest); 
U.C.  (University  of  California).  Reports  of  ex- 
ceptional vagrants  submitted  without  docu- 
mentation are  not  published.  Documentation 
of  C.B.R.C.  review  species  will  be  forwarded 
to  Guy  McCaskie,  Secretary,  P.O.  Box  275,  Im- 
perial Beach,  California  91933.  Birds  banded 
on  EL  should  be  credited  to  PRBO  and  those 
banded  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth  to  the  B.S.O.L.  of 
the  Ventana  Wilderness  Society. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
PTARMIGANS 

A group  of  5 blue-morph  Snow  Geese  at  Ther- 
malito  Afterbay,  Butte  14  Oct  (BED)  was  un- 
usually early  and  surprisingly  unaccompa- 
nied by  any  other  Snow  Geese.  At  least  3 
blue-morph  Ross’s  Geese  and  an  apparent 
blue-morph  Snow  Goose  x Ross’s  Goose  hy- 
brid were  at  the  Sacramento  N.W.R.,  Glenn  17 
Nov  (ph.  B&CY  et  ah).  Brant  inside  S.F  Bay 
included  birds  at  Miller/Knox  R.S.,  Contra 
Costa  4 Oct-11  Nov  (BBg,  Laura  Look),  near 
Berkeley,  Alameda  3 Sep-1  Oct  (ES),  and  in 
Burlingame,  San  Mateo  (4  birds;  George 
Chrisman).  Early  returning  Cackling  Geese 
were  noted  in  Marin  (2  leucopareia',  William 
Legge)  and  San  Mateo  (5  leucopareia',  RSTh) 
29  Sep,  and  in  Colusa  (40;  KPa)  and  Santa 
Cruz  (55;  KAr)  30  Sep;  the  real  influx  came  a 
few  days  later,  with  1500  over  McKinleyville, 
Flumboldt  3 Oct  (all  identified  being  leuco- 
pareia', KMS,  KGR).  A Tundra  Swan  at  Hay- 
ward R.S.,  Alameda  8 Oct  (RJR)  was  very  ear- 
ly, particularly  for  S.F  Bay.  A Bewick’s  Swan 
was  in  District  10,  Yuba  24  Nov  (BWb  et  al.). 

Eurasian  Wigeons  in  less-expected  loca- 
tions included  one  at  Bridgeport  Res.,  Mono 
23  Oct  OSL),  perhaps  the  same  bird  at  Twin 
Lakes,  Mono  through  11  Nov  (Ken  Wells, 
Steve  Brad),  a female  at  Goffinet  Res.,  Amador 
4 Nov  (CLu,  LLu),  and  a male  in  Success  Val- 
ley, Tulare  25  Nov+  (Tony  Kurz,  m.ob.). 
Ducks  confirmed  breeding  in  Mono  included 
American  Wigeons  at  Crowley  L.  2 Aug  OLD) 
and  Redheads  at  the  Bridgeport  W.T.R  25  Aug 
(PJM).  The  male  Mallard  x Cinnamon  Teal 
hybrid  reported  last  season  continued 
through  6 Sep  at  Antonelli  Pond  and  Natural 
Bridges  S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  (SGe).  Eurasian  Teal 
were  reported  from  Humboldt  Bay  N.W.R., 
Humboldt  21  Oct  (RS)  and  Hayward  R.S., 
Alameda  18  Nov  (RJR);  3 intergrade  Eurasian 
Teal  X Green-winged  Teal  were  in  Redwood 
Shores,  San  Mateo  21  Nov+  (RSTh).  Male 
Tufted  Ducks  returned  to  L.  Hennessey,  Napa 
10  Oct-H  (ClH,  m.ob.)  and  L.  Merritt,  Alameda 
4 Nov-i-  (Hilary  Powers,  Kristi  Whitfield, 


m.ob.).  All  three  scoters  were  reported  in 
greater-than-average  numbers.  High  counts  of 
Surf  Scoters  inside  S.F  Bay  included  5000  off 
Benicia,  Solano  15  Nov  (EPi,  Marcus  Cole, 
John  Lazorik),  1300  at  Martinez  R.S.,  Contra 
Costa  22  Nov  (DSW),  and  811  on  Mountain 
View’s  Shoreline  L.,  Santa  Clara  25  Nov 
(WGB).  White-winged  Scoters,  scarce  in  re- 
cent winters,  were  “more  numerous  and 
widespread  than  they  have  been  in  over  10 
years”  in  Marin  (fide  RS);  65  off  Moss  Beach 
26  Oct  (RSTh)  was  the  “highest  count  for  San 
Mateo  in  many  years”  (fide  PJM),  and  15  in 
Santa  Cruz  were  “more  than  in  most  recent 
years”  (fide  DLSu).  Notable  birds  included  a 
female  in  Oroville,  Butte  17  Oct  (Shelly  Kirn), 
a male  at  Eagle  L.,  Lassen  26  Nov  (Lew  Oring, 
KAb),  and  up  to  2 females  at  Mountain  View’s 
Shoreline  L.  27  Oct-16  Nov  (Ken  Schneider, 
ph.,  m.ob.),  only  the  3rd  Santa  Clara  record 


This  juvenile  Gyrfalcon  in  Kings  County  21-23  (here  23) 
November  2007  represents  the  most  southerly  record  for 
California.  Photograph  by  Ed  Pandoifino. 


since  1998.  Black  Scoters  inside  S.E  Bay  in- 
cluded the  first  at  San  Leandro  Marina, 
Alameda  since  2004  on  21  Oct  (female;  RJR) 
and  the  first  in  Santa  Clara  since  1998,  at 
Shoreline  L.  6-9  Nov  (female;  FV,  JCS,  m.ob.). 
Even  more  unexpected  was  a female  in  the 
Oakland  Outer  Harbor,  Alameda  on  the  early 
date  of  8 Aug  (Eric  Lichtwardt).  Harlequin 
Ducks  inside  S.E  Bay  included  a male  at 
Brooks  L,  Contra  Costa  4-11  Oct  QSL,  KPa), 
one  at  Candlestick  Point  Recreational  Area  29 
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Sep  (ASH,  MWE,  Matt  Ziatunich)  and  nearby 
Heron’s  Head  Park  26  Oct+  (both  S.F.;  Do- 
minik  Mosur,  ph.,  m.ob.),  and  2 ad.  males  at 
Coyote  Pt.,  San  Mateo  21  Aug+  (AME,  RSTh). 
Twenty  Long-tailed  Ducks  in  10  counties  in- 
cluded 2 at  L.  Tahoe,  El  Dorado  26-27  Nov 
(FrO,  JLx,  KPa,  WRi)  and  an  ad.  male  at 
O’Neill  Forebay,  Merced  20-23  Nov  Qhx, 
PJM).  The  first  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  reported, 
a juv.  at  Mendoza  Pond  30  Oct,  was  only  the 
2nd  ever  for  outer  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  (RS).  The 
male  Hooded  Merganser  x Barrow’s  Golden- 
eye hybrid  returned  for  its  5th  winter  to  L. 
Merritt,  Alameda  17  Nov+  (SCH).  Red-breast- 
ed Mergansers  in  less-expected  locations  in- 
cluded singles  at  Corcoran  Res.,  Fangs  23  Nov 
(EP)  and  L.  Success,  Tulare  21  Nov+  (Tony 
Kurz).  Thirteen  White-tailed  Ptarmigan  at 
Parsons  Peak  1 Sep  (Lowell  Young)  was  a 
high  count  for  Madera,  where  very  few  have 
been  previously  reported. 

LOONS  THROUGH  BOOBIES 

Pacific  Loons  are  scarce  away  from  the  coast, 
so  a report  of  65  on  Eagle  L.,  Lassen  8 Oct 
(KAb,  Lew  Oring)  was  remarkable.  Able  and 
Oring  have  been  finding  multiple  Pacific 
Loons  here  the  past  several  falls  and  speculate 
that  such  numbers  are  regular  but  previously 
undetected  due  to  lack  of  coverage.  More  typ- 
ical for  this  species,  single  Pacific  Loons  were 
at  Bass  L.,  Madera  5 Nov  (ph.  PFa)  and  Crow- 
ley L.,  Mono  26  Oct-2  Nov  and  25  Nov  (both 
JLD).  A Yellow-billed  Loon  on  O’Neill  Fore- 
bay, Merced  16-20  Nov  (TaE,  tADeM  et  al.) 
would  represent  a first  C.Y  record  and  just 
the  2nd  inland  record  for  the  Region.  Inland 
Red-necked  Grebes  included  birds  at  L. 
Solano,  Solano/Yolo  21-27  Oct  QCS,  KPa, 
CLo),  Topaz  L.  31  Oct-1  Nov  (Mono's  2nd; 
Ray  Hasey),  Stoney  Gorge  Res.,  Glenn  10  Nov 
(2  birds;  CLu,  LLu),  Black  Butte  Res.,  Tehama 
10-27  Nov  (tRS,  EP,  FrO),  and  L.  Natoma, 
Sacramento  23  Nov-30  Dec  (Scott  Hoppe, 
m.ob.).  Small  numbers  of  Laysan  Albatrosses 
were  off  Marin  and  Sonoma  during  the  period, 
with  a high  count  of  3 on  30  Sep  (ShJ).  Else- 
where, a single  Laysan  was  at  EL  20  Oct 
(Mick  Menigoz).  A Wedge-tailed  Shearwater 
off  Sonoma  8 Sep  (ph.  SNGH,  ph.  BLS)  would 
be  the  4th  record  for  the  Region  if  accepted  by 
the  C.B.R.C.  Short-tailed  Albatrosses  are  now 
occurring  annually  but  are  still  quite  rare. 
Thus,  2 imms.  (one  off  Sonoma  and  one  off 
Marin)  on  the  same  boat  trip  23  Sep  (RS,  vt. 
LLu,  ph.  EWP,  m.ob.)  were  remarkable  and 
probably  the  first  time  in  over  a century  that 
2 birds  have  been  seen  on  the  same  day  in  the 
Region.  There  were  only  10  Regional  records 
of  Streaked  Shearwater  between  1975  and 
2002,  so  it  is  interesting  that  there  has  been 


an  average  of  2 per  year  since  2002.  One  or  2 
were  off  Monterey  46  km  w.  of  Pt.  Pinos  13 
Oct  (TEa,  tRgW,  m.ob.)  and  4.6  km  n.  of  Pt. 
Pinos  14  Oct  (ph.  TEa,  m.ob.).  Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrels  are  annual  in  Monterey  Bay  and 
near  Cordell  Bank,  and  seasonal  high  counts 
for  these  locations  were  12  off  Santa  Cruz  21 
Sep  (Shj)  and  20  off  Marin  1 Sep  (BLS),  re- 
spectively. Scarce  inside  S.E  Bay,  an  Ashy 
Storm-Petrel  was  seen  from  Hayward  R.S., 
Alameda  2 Nov  (RJR).  Peak  numbers  of  dark 
storm-petrels  were  10,000  Ashies  off  Santa 
Cruz  and  Monterey  23  Sep  (Shj,  RT,  m.ob.), 
2000  Blacks  22  Sep  in  the  same  area  (Shj), 
and  20+  Leasts  off  Santa  Cruz  and  San  Mateo 
28  Sep  QND,  TMH,  Shj).  Three  Brown  Boo- 
bies were  on  EL:  an  ad.  female  off  and  on 
through  the  period  (tMtB  et  al.),  a 2nd  ad.  fe- 
male 5 Sep  (tMtB  et  al),  and  an  imm.  5-18 
Aug  (tJTz,  ph.  Andy  Kleinhesselink).  A 
Brown  Booby  near  Alviso  13  Sep-20  Nov 
(Brittany  Stieg,  Joel  Shin,  fide  Stacy  M. 
Moskal,  m.ob.)  was  the  2nd  for  Santa  Clara. 

BITTERNS  THROUGH  CRANES 

The  only  Least  Bittern  reported  was  a male  at 
Areata  Marsh  20  Oct  (Humboldt’s  3rd;  tLau- 
ren  Tompkins).  The  Del  Norte  Little  Blue 
Heron  returned  to  Alexandre  Dairy  near  Ft. 
Dick  8 Nov+  (Lucas  Drug,  ADB,  ph.  KGR  et 

al. ).  Two  Glossy  Ibis  at  the  Yolo  Bypass  W.A. 
25-29  Aug  (ph.  TEa,  m.ob.)  were  the  first  for 
Yolo;  perhaps  the  same  2 birds  were  at  the 
same  location  9-10  Oct  (TEa).  Lin- 
gering coastal  White-faced  Ibis  in- 
cluded 2 at  Ferndale  Bottoms  20 
Nov  (2nd  latest  Humboldt  record; 

Ben  Zyla,  Bert  McCarag),  one  at 
Hayward  R.S.,  Alameda  through  29 
Nov  (Plegadis  sp.;  RJR),  and  up  to  5 
at  Struve  Slough,  Santa  Cruz 
through  30  Nov  (ELb  et  al). 

The  California  Condor  chicks  re- 
ported last  season  fledged  26  Sep 
and  22  Oct  (Ventana  Wildlife  Soci- 
ety). California’s  first  Swallow- 
tailed Kite  was  photographed  3 km 

w.  of  Graton,  Sonoma  4 Oct  (ph. 

Carolyn  Johnson),  making  an  un- 
documented report  from  Abbotts 
Lagoon,  Marin  30  Sep  intriguing. 

An  imm.  Northern  Goshawk  trapped  and  re- 
leased at  Hawk  Hill,  Marin  2 Nov  was  the  first 
for  that  well-birded  location  since  2003  (fide 
Allen  Fish,  ph.  Dennis  Meehan,  ph.  Joe 
Naudzunas).  The  number  of  Modoc  Red- 
shouldered Hawk  records  more  than  doubled 
this  fall,  with  9 birds  found  there  9 Aug-13 
Nov  (m.ob.).  A kettle  of  213  Swainson’s 
Hawks  over  McMullin  Grade  Rd.,  Fresno  15 
Sep  OSy)  was  an  unusually  high  count  for  the 


Region.  An  ad.  Zone-tailed  Hawk  over  lower 
Carmel  Valley,  Monterey  19  Nov  (RF)  may 
have  been  the  same  bird  that  spent  3 Nov 
2003-8  Jul  2004  there.  Harlan’s  Hawks  re- 
turned to  s.  of  Areata,  Humboldt  10  Nov+  (9th 
year;  KBu,  RbR  MtB)  and  n.  of  Valley  Ford, 
Sonoma  21-23  Nov  (4th  year;  RS,  John 
Klobas,  Len  Blumin);  another  was  nw.  of  No- 
vato, Marin  5 Nov  (Tim  Behr  et  al.).  Above- 
average  numbers  of  Rough-legged  Hawks 
were  reported  in  11  counties  27  Oct+,  with 
more  ad.  or  subad.  birds  than  usual.  Presum- 
ably an  escaped  bird,  a Yellow-headed 
Caracara  noted  last  season  at  Ferndale  Bot- 
toms, Humboldt  27  Jul  (RHw)  survived  long 
enough  to  be  found  there  again  18  Nov 
(Owen  Head,  SWH,  ph.,  vt.  KGR  et  al.).  The 
Del  Norte  Crested  Caracara  continued  near 
Ft.  Dick  through  the  season  (ph.  ADB  et  al.); 
another  was  found  at  Shelter  Cove,  Humboldt 
2-7  Nov  (ACB  et  al.).  Another  first  for  Cali- 
fornia, a Eurasian  Kestrel,  was  trapped,  band- 
ed, and  released  at  the  Marin  Headlands, 
Marin  23  Oct  (ph.  Michael  Armer  et  al).  This 
is  only  the  3rd  West  Coast  record  s.  of  Alaska, 
following  birds  in  British  Columbia  10  Dec 
1946  (collected)  and  in  Washington  31  Oct 
1999-8  Jan  2000  (banded  3 Nov  1999);  all  3 
were  imms.  Two  Gyrfalcon  reports  await 
C.B.R.C.  review:  one  at  the  Smith  R.  bottoms, 
Del  Norte  11-13  Nov  (Lucas  Brug)  and  anoth- 
er along  Tucson  Ave.,  Kings  21-23  Nov  (juv.; 
SDS,  ph.  EP);  the  latter  would  be  the  most 


southerly  California  record  by  over  300  km. 

A Yellow  Rail  was  seen  n.  of  Pt.  Reyes  Sta- 
tion, Marin  24  Nov  (RS).  A Sandhill  Crane  at 
EL  11-12  Oct  (ACB,  Tony  Leukering,  MtB, 
ph.  SMcA)  was  the  first  island  record;  pre- 
sumably the  same  bird  was  seen  13  Oct  over 
L.  Merced  (KMcK),  providing  the  first  record 
for  mainland  S.E  The  only  other  coastal  crane 
report  was  of  10  birds  that  briefly  touched 
down  in  Alviso,  Santa  Clara  7 Oct  (ph. 


Falling  within  the  expected  pattern  for  vagrant  White-rumped  Sandpipers 
in  the  West  was  this  adult  near  Salinas,  California  1 -9  (here  3)  September 
2007.  Photograph  by  Brian  1.  Sullivan. 
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Eleanor  Briccetti).  Two  Sandhill  Cranes  still  at 
Bridgeport  Res.,  Mono  through  15  Sep  (RS, 
PJM,  ES,  m.ob.)  were  likely  the  same  pair  first 
seen  in  Apr  and  may  have  attempted  to  breed. 

SHOREBIRDS 

Black-bellied  Plovers  in  unexpected  locations 
included  2 at  Burris  Creek  W.A.,  Tehama  5 
Aug  (BED)  and  again  24  Sep  (KPa)  and  an  ad. 
in  Clearlake  S.P.,  Lake  1 Sep  QkW).  American 
Golden-Plovers  (all  juvs.)  were  reported  at 
Hayward  R.S.,  Alameda  3-7  Oct  (ph.  RJR,  SJu, 
PDr),  Salinas  W.T.P,  Monterey  11  Oct  (ph.JPo, 
BPS),  Salinas  R.  mouth,  Monterey  21  Oct  (tRF 
et  al.),  and  Areata  Bottoms,  Humboldt  21  Oct 
(2  birds;  tRS).  Remarkably,  a Snowy  Plover  at 
El.  24  Sep  was  only  the  5th  island  record 
(tRbF  et  al).  Three  Semipalmated  Plovers  at 
Salt  Springs  Res.  24  Aug  QLx)  marked  only 
the  2nd  record  for  Calaveras.  The  12th  Hum- 
boldt record  of  Mountain  Plover  was  at  Areata 
Bottoms  9-10  Oct  (RbF,  ph.  KGR  et  al);  an- 
other was  at  Crowley  L.,  Mono  11  Nov  (Steve 
Brad).  Eleven  Solitary  Sandpipers  in  seven 
counties  25  Aug-3  Nov  were  fewer  than  found 
in  recent  falls.  A briefly  seen  shorebird 
thought  to  be  a basic  ad.  Spotted  Redshank  at 
the  Mad  R.  estuary,  Humboldt  6-7  Nov 
(tZachary  Lomon,  Aaron  Corcoran,  COg) 
awaits  C.B.R.C.  review.  A Willet  at  Prosser 
Res.  ] 7-20  Aug  (EP,  DeR,  BDW)  furnished  one 
of  few  Nevada  records.  The  Shasta  high  count 
for  Lesser  Yellowlegs  grew  by  a factor  of  30 
when  150  were  seen  at  Glenburn  20  Aug 
(KAb);  this  is  one  of  very  few  triple-digit 
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counts  in  our  notebooks.  A flock  of  3000 
Long-billed  Curlews  w.  of  Madera  24  Aug 
(JND)  was  the  largest  ever  reported  in  Madera. 
A juv.  Hudsonian  Godwit  at  the  Salinas  W.T.P 
8-20  Sep  (tLarry  & Carol  Rose,  Bud  Fox,  RE 
ph.  DR,  ph.  BLS  et  al.)  was  Monterey’s  2nd, 
whereas  another  juv.  at  Doran  Park  23  Sep 
(Dave  Mackenzie,  tJRW,  Roger  Harshaw)  was 
Sonoma’s  first.  A Bar-tailed  Godwit  at 
Pescadero  Cr.  mouth  20-25  Aug  (ad.;  tADeM 
et  al.)  would  be  San  Mateo’s  5th  if  accepted  by 
the  C.B.R.C.;  a juv.  baueri  at  the  Mad  R.  estu- 
ary 30  Aug-10  Sep  (KMS,  ph.  KGR,  ph.  SMcA, 
m.ob.)  would  be  Humboldt’s  7th. 

Two  Black  Turnstones  were  unexpected  at 
the  s.  edge  of  S.E  Bay  in  Alviso,  Santa  Clara 
19  Sep  (KrO).  Red  Knots  of  note  included  the 
first  for  Tulare  at  Alpaugh  1 Sep  (ph.  JLt, 
Justin  Ward),  the  5th  for  Fresno  at  the  Fresno 
W.T.P.  21  Aug  (GaW),  the  7th  for  FI.  27  Aug 
(juv.;  JTz  et  al.),  and  a molting  ad.  at  the 
Woodland  W.T.P,  Yolo  6-8  Aug  (JMHu,  ph. 
RAd,  m.ob.).  It  was  a good  fall  for  Semi- 
palmated Sandpipers,  with  about  65  birds  in 
10  counties  through  16  Sep,  including  12 
juvs.  at  the  Eel  River  WA.  5 Aug  (RbF,  MWa), 
a new  high  count  for  Humboldt.  An  ad.  Little 
Stint  24-27  Aug  was  the  first  for  EL  and  only 
the  5th  for  the  Region  (MtB;  ph.  Andy  Klein- 
hesselink,  JTz).  A White-rumped  Sandpiper 
at  the  Salinas  W.T.P.  1-9  Sep  (ad.;  ph.  BLS, 
m.ob.)  was  Monterey’s  3rd  and  the  Region’s 
10th.  About  180  Baird’s  Sandpipers  reported 
from  15  counties  through  22  Oct  included  a 
high  count  of  21  at  the  Fresno  W.T.P,  Fresno 


28  Aug  (GaW).  A Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  An- 
gels Camp  29-30  Aug  (Dan  Maxwell,  FrO) 
was  a first  for  Calaveras.  Six  Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers  included  one  at  the  San  Leandro 
Marina,  Alameda  6 Sep  (RJR),  a juv.  at  the 
Salinas  W.T.P,  Monterey  11  Oct  (ph.  JPo, 
BLS),  a juv.  in  Areata  Bottoms,  Humboldt  19 
Oct  (ph.  RbF,  ph.  KGR  et  al),  2 at  the  Yolo  By- 
pass WA.  25-26  Oct  (7th  Yolo  record;  TEa, 
JMHu),  and  another  at  the  Davis  Wetlands  3 
Nov  (8th  Yolo  record;  JMHu).  The  Santa  Cruz 
Rock  Sandpiper  returned  to  West  Cliff  Dr.  in 
Santa  Cruz  for  a 5th  winter  14  Nov+  (SGe, 
Ron  Pozzi,  AGa).  A Curlew  Sandpiper  found 
near  Ft.  Dick  13  Sep  was  the  2nd  for  Del  Norte 
(juv;  vt.  Lucas  Brug).  Two-dozen  Stilt  Sand- 
pipers in  seven  counties  25  Aug-21  Oct  in- 
cluded a remarkable  9+  in  Alviso,  Santa  Clara 
9 Sep  (DvWb),  nearly  doubling  the  previous 
high  count  in  our  Regional  notebooks.  Other 
Stilt  Sandpipers  included  Modoc's  2nd  at  Mod- 
oc N.W.R.  2 Sep  (juv;  tSCR),  Santa  Cruz’s  7th 
at  Struve  and  Watsonville  sloughs  1-10  Sep 
(juv;  RgW  et  al.),  and  Tulare  singles  at  Al- 
paugh 22  Sep  (ph.  JLt,  SDS)  and  Pixley 
N.W.R.  8-13  Oct  (Susan  Steele).  A record  29 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  graced  eight  coun- 
ties 18  Aug-3  Oct,  including  high  counts  of  6 
at  Abbotts  Lagoon,  Marin  1 Sep  (DDeS)  and  4 
n.  of  the  Eel  R.  mouth,  Humboldt  6 Sep 
(SMcA);  the  previous  seasonal  high  count 
was  19  in  1990.  Buff-breasteds  (all  juvs.)  at 
less-expected  locations  included  the  first  for 
S.F  city  at  Heron’s  Head  Park  24  Aug-2  Sep 
(Dominik  Mosur,  ASH,  LLu,  CLu,  ph.  m.ob), 
the  3rd  for  Santa  Cruz  at  Struve  Slough  1-13 
Sep  (RgW,  ph.JPo,  m.ob.),  and  2 in  Alameda, 
at  Eden  Landing  28-29  Aug  (ph.  Caitlin 
Robinson)  and  Hayward  R.S.  23  Sep-3  Oct 
(ph.  SAG,  m.ob.).  At  least  20  Ruffs  in  11 
counties  were  all  coastal  except  birds  in  Yolo 
at  the  Yolo  Bypass  WA.  9-21  Oct  (ad.  female; 
Zach  Smith,  ph.  RAd,  m.ob.)  and  the  Davis 
Wetlands  9 Oct-5  Nov  (SCH,  m.ob.),  and  in 
Merced  near  Gustine  27  Sep  (ad.  male)  and  6 
Nov  (female;  both  PJM).  Unusual  interior 
Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  found  at  an  ele- 
vation of  2215  m at  Echo  L.,  Trinity  16  Aug  (2 
birds;  Justin  Garwood),  at  Prosser  Res.,  Ne- 
vada 17  Aug  (juv;  EP,  DeR),  and  at  Valley 
Springs  W.T.P.  24-28  Aug  (7-9  birds,  2nd 
record  for  Calaveras;  JLx,  FrO,  EP);  a transi- 
tional juv.  at  Crowley  L.,  Mono  2 Nov  0T-D> 
Susan  Steele)  was  very  late. 

GULL  THROUGH  ALODS 

Offshore  jaeger  numbers  were  notably  low 
compared  to  recent  years  for  all  three  species. 
It  is  unknown  if  actual  numbers  were  low  or 
the  birds  were  farther  offshore.  Numbers  of 
South  Polar  Skuas  were  closer  to  the  norm. 
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This  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  at  the  Areata  Marsh  1 1 October  2007  was  not  only  the  first  for  Humboldt  County,  California 
but  also  represents  the  northernmost  record  for  western  North  America.  Photograph  by  Rob  Fowler. 


More  noteworthy  inland  Parasitics  included 
one  at  the  Fresno  S.T.E,  Fresno  28  Aug  (GaW) 
and  one  at  Goose  L.,  Modoc  1 Oct  (SCR),  both 
2nd  county  records.  A Mew  Gull  at  the  Upper 
Truckee  R.  Delta  14  Nov  (WRi)  was  a long 
overdue  first  for  L.  Tahoe  and  El  Dorado. 
There  were  6 Franklin’s  Gulls  reported,  all  w. 
of  the  Sierra.  A well-described  first-cycle  gull 
reported  as  an  Iceland  Gull  at  L.  Hennessey, 
Napa  21-26  Nov  (tMBe,  m.ob.)  awaits  review 
by  the  C.B.R.C.  Six  Thayer’s  and  6 Sabine’s 
Gulls  were  fairly  typical  numbers  for  well  in- 
land. Offshore  tern  numbers  have  been  de- 
creasing the  past  decade  or  so  relative  to  the 
1960s  through  the  early  1990s.  Both  Com- 
mon and  Arctic  Terns  were  scarce  this  year, 
with  reports  from  most  days  in  single  digits 
(as  opposed  to  100s  or  even  1000s  during  the 
previous  three  decades).  Are  these  birds  per- 
haps farther  offshore  (along  with  the 
jaegers?),  or  do  these  numbers  reflect  popula- 
tion decreases?  Black  Skimmers  continue  to 
increase  in  the  Region,  with  43-i-  in  Mountain 
View,  Santa  Clara  8 Nov  the  high  count 
(MMR,  Paul  Serridge).  Common  Murres  are 
scarce  well  inside  the  S.E  Bay  estuary;  one  at 
Benicia  25  Sep  was  only  the  2nd  for  Solano 
(Scott  Retivo,  EPi).  Southern  murrelets  were 
scarce,  with  no  Craveri’s  and  only  4 to  7 Xan- 
tus’s  on  Monterey  Bay  8-15  Sep  (ShJ),  2 off 
Marin  14  Sep  (ShJ),  and  2 off  San  Mateo  9 Sep 
(hypoleuca',  ShJ).  Apparently,  the  last  Horned 
Puffin  from  the  spring/early  summer  incur- 
sion was  an  ad.  off  Pacific  Grove,  Monterey  4- 
5 Aug  (CLu,  LLu). 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Six  White-winged  Doves  13  Aug-24  Oct 
were  all  coastal  or  nearly  so.  An  unidentified 
cuckoo  was  at  Little  River,  Humboldt  15  Sep 
(ScC).  Greater  Roadrunners  are  almost  myth- 
ical creatures  in  the  n.  Coast  Range,  so  one 
near  Potter  Valley,  Mendocino  11  Nov  was 
more  than  noteworthy  (Tim  Derry).  A Bur- 
rovrtng  Owl  at  South  Lake  Tahoe,  El  Dorado 
13-20  Oct  provided  the  first  documented 
record  for  the  Tahoe  basin  (Susan  Stevenson, 
Sheryl  Ferguson,  ph.  WRi).  Fifteen  Burrow- 
ing Owls,  including  a high  of  5 on  24  Oct, 
were  recorded  on  EL  (PRBO).  A calling  Com- 
mon Nighthawk  11  Aug  at  Watsonville  (Ed 
Frost)  provided  a rare  record  for  Santa  Cruz 
and  for  the  coast  s.  of  Sonoma.  The  sole 
Chimney  Swift  report  involved  a flock  of  6 at 
EL  14  Oct  (PRBO).  Particularly  high  counts 
of  Vaux’s  Swifts  included  200-1-  at  Shingle- 
town,  Shasta  15  Sep  (D.  Goodykoontz,  RMo, 
NMo),  400  at  Redwood  Cr.,  Humboldt  18  Sep 
(Heather  Brown),  and  200  flybys  in  just  five 
minutes  over  the  Sierra  Rd.  summit,  Santa 
Clara  27  Sep  (Roy  Churchwell).  An  estimat- 


ed 12,000  Vaux’s  were  at  the  traditional  fall 
roost  site  at  the  Rio  Lindo  Academy,  Sonoma 
16  Sep  (Maggie  Rufo,  m.ob.).  An  imm.  fe- 
male Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  at  Boli- 
nas,  Marin  27-28  Aug  would  represent  the 
8th  Regional  record  and  the  10th  for  Califor- 
nia if  accepted  by  the  C.B.R.C.  (vt.  KH  et  al.). 
Coastal  Black-chinned  Hummingbirds  were 
quite  scarce,  with  the  now  customary  excep- 
tion of  Santa  Cruz,  where  at  least  15  individ- 
uals were  recorded  24  Aug-24  Sep  (fide 
DLSu).  At  least  8 Costa’s  Hummingbirds  were 
recorded  in  the  Region’s  lowlands,  including 
3 in  Fresno  3 Aug-16  Sep  (GaW,  PSt,  JND) 
and  one  as  far  n.  as  Humboldt  at  the  Blue  Lake 
Fish  Hatchery  12  Nov  (Lauren  Tompkins). 
An  ad.  female  and  an  imm.  Calliope  Hum- 
mingbird at  Sequoia  L.  7-9  Sep  were  the  lat- 
est ever  found  in  Fresno  (GWPo).  Vagrant 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds  were  reported  at 
Sequoia  L.,  Fresno  25  Aug  (ph.  GWPo)  and 
Bolinas,  Marin  12  Sep  (KH). 

A pair  of  ad.  Williamson’s  Sapsuckers  at 
Boggs  State  Forest  3-23  Nov  furnished  the  3rd 
record  for  Lake  (LHg  et  al).  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers  were  at  Auburn  16  Nov-i-  (Placer’s 
2nd;  ph.  DeR,  DCa,  m.ob.),  U.C.  Hopland  Re- 
search Center  27  Nov  (Mendocino’s  4th; 
CEV),  and  w.  of  Fairfield,  Solano  21  Nov+ 
(RMu).  An  ad.  female  Vermilion  Flycatcher  at 
Gray  Lodge  W.A.,  Butte  9-11  Nov  (ph.  Phil 
Robertson,  Tom  Roach  et  al.)  was  overshad- 
owed by  an  imm.  male  Vermilion  at  Quincy, 
Plumas  16-30  Nov  (David  Arsenault,  ph. 
CPD,  m.ob.),  the  first  ever  found  in  the  Re- 


gion’s mountains.  Monterey’s  4th  Great  Crest- 
ed Flycatcher,  present  at  Carmel  R.  mouth  7- 
13  Oct,  was  remarkably  obliging,  considering 
most  are  one-day  wonders  in  the  Region  (ph., 
tDR;  RC,  GML,  ph.  BHl,  m.ob.).  Just  one  of 
the  Region’s  19  accepted  Great  Cresteds  was 
present  more  than  one  day!  A Sulphur-bel- 
lied Flycatcher  11  Oct  at  Areata  Marsh  was  a 
first  for  Humboldt  and  the  northernmost 
record  for  the  w.  United  States  (t,  ph.  RbF,  ph. 
KGR,  tDFx,  m.ob.).  There  are  just  six  accept- 
ed records  for  the  Region,  all  since  1993.  At 
least  34  Tropical  Kingbirds,  all  coastal  or  very 
nearly  so,  were  tallied  22  Sep-30  Nov  and  lat- 
er. Single  Eastern  Kingbirds  were  in  Santa 
Cruz  at  Long  Ridge  O.S.R  22  Aug  (DLSu)  and 
Corralitos  13  Sep  (Wayne  & Sylvia  Macon), 
Marin  on  outer  Pt.  Reyes  29  Aug  (RS),  and 
Monterey  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth  22  Sep  (TAm). 
A White-eyed  Vireo  at  Palomarin  13-15  Sep 
(PRBO)  was  the  5th  ever  found  in  Marin.  The 
only  Plumbeous  Vireo  report  was  from 
Porterville,  Tulare  1 Oct  (SDS).  Just  two  of  the 
five  Blue-headed  Vireo  reports  came  with  doc- 
umentation. One  at  Orick,  Humboldt  1-3  Sep 
may  face  an  uphill  battle  through  the 
C.B.R.C.,  as  it  would  represent  the  earliest  fall 
migrant  for  the  state  (KI,  DCo,  sketch  Lauren 
Tompkins).  Another  on  El.  9-11  Sep  would 
match  California’s  earliest  (]Tz,  tMtB,  KBu, 
Andy  Kleinhesselink).  Outstanding  was 
Mono’s  first  Hutton’s  Vireo  in  Lundy  Canyon 
31  Aug  (tPJM).  Another  Hutton’s  less  than  3 
km  away  at  Mono  Lake  C.E  26  Sep  may  have 
been  the  same  individual  QuH).  Four 
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This  Grace's  Warbler  visited  Southeast  Farailon  Island  14-15  (here  15)  October  2D07.  This 
was  a rare  first  for  the  island  and  only  the  fourth  for  the  Northern  California  region. 
Photograph  by  Sean  McAllister. 


Philadelphia  Vireos,  all  coastal,  were  reported 
4-26  Sep;  the  only  one  thoroughly  document- 
ed was  at  Moss  Beach,  San  Mateo  19  Sep 
(tRSTh). 

Six  Gray  Jays  at  Leggett  21  Oct  were  at  a 
new  and  notably  inland  location  for  Mendoci- 
no (RS).  Up  to  8 Pinyon  Jays  at  Old  Station  9- 
15  Sep  provided  Shasta  with  its  6th  record 
(Ray  Bruun,  BED,  RoS,  T.  Kashuba).  Clark’s 
Nutcrackers  provided  rare  coastal  records  at 
the  Marin  Headlands,  Marin  21  Oct  (Eli 
Gross,  Herb  Brant,  Nick  Whelan)  and  Bear 
River  Ridge,  Humboldt  3 Nov  (2  birds;  RbF  et 
ah).  Eighteen  migrant  Purple  Martins,  more 
than  average,  were  tallied  4 Aug-21  Sep;  all 
were  coastal.  Two  Pygmy  Nuthatches  w.  of 
Hayfork  furnished  the  7th  record  for  Trinity 
and  were  well  away  from  locations  of  previ- 
ous sightings  (RbF);  one  at  Manzanita  L., 
Madera  11  Sep,  followed  by  15  there  30  Sep, 
were  900  m in  elevation  lower  than  the  near- 
est known  breeding  site  (GWPo).  A Bewick’s 
Wren  21  Oct-9  Nov  provided  just  the  2nd 
record  for  the  heavily  birded  Areata  Marsh, 
Humboldt  (SWH  et  ah).  A male  Mountain 
Bluebird  made  a rare  Monterey  coastal  appear- 
ance at  Pt.  Lobos  1 Nov  (tBob  Case).  A fe- 
male Mountain  Bluebird  25  Oct  was  similarly 
out  of  place  at  1200  m on  Mount  St.  Helena, 
Napa  and  Sonoma  (MBe). 

CATBIRD  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Gray  Catbirds  were  found  on  El.  25-28  Sep 
(PRBO)  and  lower  Lee  Vining  Cr.,  Mono  14 
Oct  (fide  KNN).  Sage  Thrashers  were  in  Sali- 
nas, Monterey  15  Sep  (KW),  near  Folsom, 
Sacramento  1 Oct  (BAc),  and  on  FI.  27  Oct 
(PRBO).  A Brown  Thrasher  at  Pt.  Reyes, 


Marin  12-14  Sep  (CrM, 
Roger  Harshaw,  RS, 
BBg)  was  in  the  same  lo- 
cation where  one  was 
present  last  spring.  An 
Eastern  Yellow  Wagtail 
found  by  a visiting 
British  birder  in  Bodega 
Bay  6 Sep  (tMark  Brad- 
berry,  fide  DLSh,  LHg) 
would  be  the  12th 
record  for  the  Region 
and  the  2nd  for  Sonoma 
if  accepted  by  the 
C.B.R.C.  Red-throated 
Pipits  included  2 birds 
at  the  Salinas  W.T.P., 
Monterey  9-13  Oct  (BLS, 
ph.  DR,  ph.  BHl),  a lone 
bird  at  Abbotts  Lagoon, 
Marin  20  Sep  OsC,  KH), 
and  an  inland  bird  near 
Gilroy  21  Oct  (Santa 

Clara’s  3rd;  tSCR). 

The  warbler  season  was  generally  unre- 
markable. Abundance  and  variety  were  more 
or  less  normal  along  the  n.  coast  but  well  be- 
low average  to  the  s.,  with  observers  from  San- 
ta Cruz  and  Monterey  lamenting  the  poor 
showing  in  those  counties.  Twenty-two  Ten- 
nessee Warblers  included  Modoc’s  2nd  in  Al- 
turas  2 Sep  (SCR)  and  2 C.Y  birds:  one  in 
Davis,  Yolo  19  Sep  (AEn)  and  one  along  the 
American  R.,  e.  of  Sacramento,  Sacramento,  23 
Sep  (Craig  Swolgaard).  Notwithstanding  the 
overall  slow  warbler  season  in  Santa  Cruz,  3 
Virginia’s  Warblers  set  a new  fall  record  for  the 
county:  at  New  Brighton  S.B.  23  Sep  (MSc),  w. 
of  Antonelli  Pond  24  Sep  (SGe),  and  at  Meder 
Canyon  29  Oct-22  Nov  (SGe).  Virginia’s  War- 
blers reported  from  Mono  Lake  C.E,  Mono  11 
(George  Appel,  Kathy  DuVall)  & 30  Aug 
(PJM)  might  have  been  different  birds.  Lucy’s 
Warblers  in  Sati  Mateo  at  Moss  Beach  7 Oct 
(AJ  et  al.)  and  Coyote  Pt.  28  Oct-3  Nov 
(ADeM,  CLo)  were  excellent  hnds.  Six  North- 
ern Parulas  was  about  average  for  fall,  with  2 
in  Monterey,  3 in  Humboldt,  and  a Sacramento 
bird  found  along  the  American  R.  9 Sep  (ph. 
TEa,  Mark  Martucci)  that  may  have  eluded 
further  detection  until  1 Dec  (CIH  et  al.).  All 
but  one  of  our  32  Chestnut-sided  Warblers 
were  coastal  except  for  one  along  the  Ameri- 
can R.,  Sacramento  21  Sep  (BAc).  Santa  Clara’s 
7th  Magnolia  Warbler  was  along  Stevens  Cr. 
27  Sep  (MMR  et  al.).  Elsewhere,  Magnolias 
were  reported  from  EL  7-8  & 28  Sep  (PRBO), 
Owl  Canyon,  Sonotna  11-12  Sep  (DN,  BDP, 
m.ob.),  Pescadero,  San  Mateo  15  Sep  (RSTh), 
and  Pacific  Grove,  Monterey  (RC,  ph.  DR).  Pt. 
Reyes,  Marin  hosted  both  our  Cape  May  War- 


blers this  season:  9 (RS)  & 29  Sep  (TEa,  TaE, 
DWN,  FS).  Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  were 
at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  29  Sep  (Maggie  Rufo)  and 
14  Oct  (RS).  San  Mateo  had  2 more  at 
Burlingame  21  Sep  (S.  Cossins,  M.  O’Neal) 
and  Pigeon  Pt.  25  Sep  (RSTh).  Two  Black- 
throated  Blues  (both  well-described  females) 
in  Humboldt  were  early,  with  a bird  in  McKin- 
leyville  4 Sep  (Larry  Maurin,  Megan  Alejan- 
drez)  the  earliest  ever  for  the  county;  the  oth- 
er was  in  Trinidad  11  Sep  (MHa).  Our  only 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler  was  near  Ole- 
ma,  Marin  1 Oct  (Stefan  Schlick,  Jon  Katz).  A 
Blackburnian  Warbler  at  Hatfield  S.R.A., 
Merced  13  Sep  (ADeM)  was  a very  good  find 
for  the  C.V  and  the  only  inland  bird  among 
the  10  Blackburnians  reported. 

When  EL  adds  a new  warbler  to  its  list,  you 
know  it’s  got  to  be  an  event  and  the  Region’s 
4th  Grace’s  Warbler  14-15  Oct  (Mark  Myers, 
ACB,  ph.  SMcA,  MtB)  was  certainly  the  high- 
light of  the  warbler  season.  Four  Prairie  War- 
blers were  scattered  along  the  coast,  with  birds 
near  Orick,  Humboldt  13  Sep  (KI),  Bodega 
Harbor,  Sonoma  24  Sep  (KvG),  Moss  Landing, 
Monterey  22  Nov  (RF),  and  Sunset  S.B.,  Santa 
Cruz  20  Oct  (Scott  Smithson).  Notable  among 
the  108  Palm  Warbler  reports  was  San  Benito’s 
3rd  at  Paicines  Res.  25-26  Oct  (DLSh)  and 
Solano’s  3rd  in  Vacaville  1 Nov  (David  Bell).  A 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  at  the  Gristmill  “warbler 
hot  spot”  along  the  American  R.  was  a first  for 
Sacramento  9-14  Sep  0MT->  ph-  CCo,  m.ob.). 
Another  Bay-breasted  was  in  Trinidad,  Hum- 
boldt 11  Sep  (MHa).  San  Benito  recorded  its 
2nd  Blackpoll  Warbler  at  Betabel  Rd.  along  the 
Pajaro  R.  6-8  Oct  (KW,  ADeM).  The  Region’s 
total  of  51  Blackpolls  was  well  below  average, 
likewise  the  tally  of  just  13  Black-and-white 
Warblers.  A Black-and-white  at  Mono  Lake 
C.P.  15  Sep  (RS,  m.ob.)  was  an  unusual  fall 
record  for  Mono.  Of  our  32  American  Red- 
starts, only  a bird  in  Wild  Horse  Canyon, 
Solano  28  Aug  (MBe)  and  another  along  the 
Guadalupe  R.  in  San  Jose,  Santa  Clara  23  Sep 
(SCR)  were  in  non-coastal  counties.  Pro- 
thonotary  Warblers  were  in  Half  Moon  Bay, 
San  Mateo  13  Aug  (AJ),  Eureka,  Humboldt  7- 
17  Sep  (SMcA,  RbF,  Alexandra  Lamb,  m.ob.). 
Areata  Marsh,  Humboldt  5 Oct  (Nick  Kalhou- 
nis,  Aaron  Corcoran,  KMS),  and  Ross,  Marin 
28  Nov  (*Gary  Scales,  fide  RS).  Only  2 Oven- 
birds  were  reported:  one  at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  16 
Sep  QsC)  and  Sacramento’s  2nd  at  C.R.P.  2 
Nov  (Steve  Walsh,  Briggs  Nisbet).  Twenty-two 
Northern  Waterthrushes  was  just  under  the 
Region’s  10-year  average.  A Connecticut  War- 
bler was  well  documented  from  Pt.  Reyes, 
Marin  8-9  Sep  (Mark  Butler,  Mary  Anne  Rotel- 
la,  RS,  tRWR,  ph.  DWN).  A Mourning  War- 
bler was  banded  at  Big  Sur,  Monterey  8 Sep 
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(ph.  B.S.O.L.).  Hooded  Warblers  were  at 
C.C.ES.,  Santa  Clara  27  Oct  Qoelle  Buffa, 
Gina  Barton,  ph.  Jan  Talbert)  and  Blue  L., 
Humboldt  21  Aug  (RHw,  KBu).  Our  3 Canada 
Warblers  were  all  coastal:  Owl  Canyon,  Sono- 
ma 12-13  Sep  (DN,  Steve  Huckabone),  Palo- 
marin,  Marin  5 Sep  (PRBO),  and  El.  8-9  Sep 
(Andy  Kleinhesselink,  MtB,  KBu,  JTz). 

TANA^ERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Ad.  male  Summer  Tanagers  were  at  two  loca- 
tions in  S.F.:  Lincoln  Park  18  Oct  (Dominik 
Mosur)  and  Golden  Gate  Park  18  Nov  (PJM, 
DJK).  Females  were  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth, 
Monterey  9 Sep  (Mike  Tyner),  Laguna  Grande, 
Monterey  16  Oct  (ph.  DR),  and  Antonelli 
Pond,  Santa  Cruz  9 Nov  (SGe).  A male  Scar- 
let Tanager  at  Laguna  Grande,  Monterey  1 Oct 
(ph.  SRv,  RgW  RF,  m.ob.)  was  apparently  a 
one-day  wonder.  If  the  Green-tailed  Towhee 
in  Sacramento  was  trying  to  slip  through  the 
C.V  unnoticed  (as  nearly  all  seem  to  do),  it 
picked  the  wrong  backyard  to  visit  in  Rancho 
Cordova  25  Nov+  (TaE,  TEa,JCS).  American 
Tree  Sparrows  were  noted  on  El.  13  Oct 
(PRBO),  in  Glenburn,  Shasta  1 Nov+  (KAb), 
Pt.  Saint  George,  Del  Norte  8 Nov  (Lucas 
Brug,  ADB,  OnA),  and  Areata  Marsh,  Hum- 
boldt 26  Nov-i-  (Larry  Pitts,  ph.  RbF).  A total 
of  28  Chipping  Sparrows  found  in  Santa  Cruz 
at  a variety  of  locations  from  late  Sep  to  early 
Nov  was  astounding  and  exceeded  the  total 
for  the  last  10  fall  seasons  combined!  Santa 
Clara  also  reported  large  numbers  of  Chip- 
pies, including  a wintering  flock  of  up  to  20+ 
in  San  Jose  6 Nov+  (JPa,  m.ob.).  Our  47  Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  25  Aug+  was  a bit  below  av- 
erage. Napa  got  its  first  and  2nd  Brewer’s 
Sparrows  at  Green  1.  11  Aug  and  Huichica 
Creek  WA.  6 Sep  (both  MBe).  The  only  Lark 
Bunting  report  came  from  EL  12  Sep  (PRBO), 
and  the  only  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 
was  at  Palo  Alto  Baylands,  Santa  Clara  25 
Nov+  (ph.  Ken  Schneider,  ph.  Alan  Walther, 
m.ob.).  The  30  Swamp  Sparrows  were  all 
coastal,  as  were  61  of  our  83  White-throated 
Sparrows  and  5 of  6 Harris’s  Sparrows.  Differ- 
ent Harris’s  Sparrows  were  in  Areata,  Hum- 
boldt 19  (RbF,  Jennifer  Curtis,  Larry  Maurin), 
21  (PAH,  MMo,  CJR),  & 31  Oct  (Alexandra 
Lamb).  Singles  were  on  EL  9-18  Nov  (Mark 
Dettling  et  ah),  in  Cedarville,  Modoc  13  Nov 
QCS),  and  at  Ocean  Meadows,  Mendocino  15 
Nov+  (KHv,  JHv,  ph.  MMtt,  m.ob.).  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  reported  in  good  numbers 
along  the  coast.  Hayward  R.S.,  Alameda  had 
both  Lapland  and  Chestnut-collared 
Longspurs  through  Oct  (RJR,  m.ob.).  The 
other  Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  were  in  n. 
Yolo  23  Oct  (TEa)  and  on  Pala  Rd.,  Del  Norte 
7 Nov  (ADB).  A McCown’s  Longspur  was  on 


Tuscon  Ave.,  Kings  19  Nov  (TEa).  Single 
Snow  Buntings  were  reported  from  King 
Salmon,  Humboldt  4-7  Nov  (David  Juliano, 
MWa,  ph.  KGR,  ph.  KBu,  ph.,  tRbF),  EL  30 
Oct  0T2)>  arid  MacKerricher  S.P,  Mendocino 
20  Oct  (Dave  Flaim,  Sarah  Wagner,  ph.  Rich 
Hubacek,  tDT). 

A total  of  21  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  was 
about  average,  but  14  Indigo  Buntings  was 
the  highest  number  reported  in  many  years, 
with  Solano  recording  its  3rd,  4th,  and  5th 
records  in  quick  succession.  A Painted 
Bunting  was  banded  on  El.  12  Sep  (PRBO), 
and  a Dickcissel  was  at  Moss  Beach,  San  Ma- 
teo 6 Oct  (RSTh,  Jennifer  Rycenga).  The 
Bobolinks  were  all  coastal  this  season,  with  3 
on  EL,  3 in  Humboldt,  3 in  Marin,  and  one  in 
San  Mateo.  Five  Orchard  Orioles  were  on  EL 
Singles  were  found  at  Laguna  Grande,  Mon- 
terey 5 Oct  (TAm,  R.  Trissel,  Larry  Rose),  Ft. 
Mason,  S.F.  5 Oct  (ASH),  McKinleyville,  Hum- 
boldt 20  Oct  (KMS),  and  Santa  Cruz,  Santa 
Cruz  3-7  Oct  (MSc).  Yolo  and  Solano  recorded 
first  records  for  Baltimore  Oriole  on  succes- 
sive days  in  Sep;  Yolo’s  was  at  Putah  Creek  Ri- 
parian Preserve  22  Sep,  and  Solanos  was  at 
the  Pedrick  bridge  over  Putah  Cr.  23  Sep 
(both  TEa).  A Common  Rosefinch  was  band- 
ed and  extensively  photographed  on  EL  23 
Sep  (Tony  Leukering,  JMtB,  tJTz,  ph.,  tRbF, 
ph.  KNN).  Besides  being  unprecedented  for 
California,  this  species  has  never  been  docu- 
mented in  North  America  outside  of  Alaska. 
A Lawrence’s  Goldfinch  near  Willow  Ranch  6 
Oct  (SCR)  was  Modoc's  2nd. 

Addendum:  A Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  at 
Mariposa,  Mariposa  31  Jul  2007  was  a rare 
find  for  the  Region  away  from  the  Mono  area 
(ph.  Barbara  Robinson). 

Corrigendun:  The  3rd  Colusa  Willet  record 
noted  in  the  spring  2007  report  actually  per- 
tained to  26  birds,  not  a single  bird  as  stated. 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldace):  Ken  Able,  Brian  Acord,  Roger 
Adamson  (Yolo),  Tim  Amaral,  Onik  Arian, 
Kumaran  Arul,  Alan  D.  Barron  (Del  Norte), 
Bob  Battagin,  Murray  Berner  (Napa), 
Matthew  Brady,  Adam  C.  Brown,  William  G. 
Bousman  (Santa  Clara),  Ken  Burton,  Scott 
Carey,  Rita  Carratello,  Dennis  Cavallo,  Josiah 
Clark,  Daryl  Coldren,  Luke  W.  Cole  (Kings), 
Chris  Conard  (Sacramento),  Jeff  N.  Davis 
(Madera),  A1  DeMartini,  David  DeSante, 
Bruce  E.  Deuel  (n.  C.V.  counties),  Colin  P 
Dillingham,  Peter  Dramer,  Jon  L.  Dunn,  Tan- 
ner Easterla,  Todd  Easterla,  Mark  W.  Eaton 
(San  Francisco),  Alan  M.  Eisner,  Ray  Ekstrom 
(Siskiyou),  Andrew  Engilis,  Peter  Fahey, 


David  Fix,  Rick  Fournier  (RF),  Rob  Fowler 
(RbF;  Humboldt),  Alexander  Gaguine,  Steve 
Gerow  (Santa  Cruz),  Steve  A.  Glover  (Contra 
Costa),  Kevin  Guse,  Tonya  M.  Haff,  Melody 
Hamilton,  Steve  C.  Hampton,  Keith  Hansen, 
Stanley  W.  Harris,  Jim  T.  Havlena,  Karen  A. 
Havlena,  Cliff  Hawley,  Pablo  A Herrera,  Rob 
Hewitt,  Bill  Hill,  Justin  Hite,  Alan  S.  Hopkins, 
Lisa  Hug,  Joan  M.  Humphrey,  Steven  N.G. 
Howell,  John  E.  Hunter  (Trinity),  Ken  Irwin, 
Alvaro  Jaramillo,  Shearwater  Journeys,  Sheila 
Junge,  Robert  J.  Keiffer  (Mendocino),  DanJ. 
Keller,  Gary  M.  Langham,  Jeri  M.  Langham, 
Earl  Lebow,  Robin  L.  C.  Leong  (Solano), 
Cindy  Lieurance,  Leslie  Lieurance,  John 
Lockhart,  Jim  Lomax,  Calvin  Lou,  John  S. 
Luther,  Matthew  A.  Matthiessen,  Sean  McAl- 
lister, J.  Mac  McCormick  (Plumas  and  Sierra), 
Kevin  McKereghan,  Peter  J.  Metropulos  (San 
Mateo),  Carol  Miller,  Nancy  Modeen,  Red 
Modeen,  Mark  Morrissette,  Roger  Muskat, 
Dan  Nelson,  David  W.  Nelson,  Kristie  N.  Nel- 
son (Mono),  Chet  Ogan,  Frances  Oliver,  Kris 
Olson,  Ed  Pandolfino  (Placer),  Kathy  Parker, 
Benjamin  D.  Parmeter,  Janna  Pauser,  Eric  Pi- 
lotte,  Jeff  Poklen,  Gary  W.  Potter  (Fresno), 
Eric  Preston,  C.  John  Ralph,  Robert  W.  Reil- 
ing.  Will  Richardson,  Robert  J.  Richmond 
(Alameda),  Don  Roberson  (Monterey) , 
Michael  M.  Rogers,  Deren  Ross,  Kerry  G. 
Ross,  Stephen  C.  Rottenborn,  Steve  Rovell, 
Ruth  A.  Rudesill  (Sonoma),  Rob  Santry, 
Michelle  Scott,  Jeff  Seay,  Debra  L.  Shearwater, 
Keith  M.  Slauson,  Rich  Stallcup,  John  C.  Ster- 
ling (Modoc,  Alpine,  and  Calaveras),  Fritz 
Steurer,  Tim  Steurer  (Amador  and  El  Dorado), 
Penny  Stewart,  Brad  Stovall  (Lassen),  Emilie 
Strauss,  David  L.  Suddjian  (Santa  Cmz),  Bri- 
an L.  Sullivan,  Steven  D.  Summers  (Tulare), 
Richard  Ternullo,  Ryan  Terrill  (Marin), 
Ronald  S.  Thorn,  James  R.  Tietz  (EL), 
Dorothy  Tobkin,  Steve  Umland  (Tuolumne), 
Frank  Vanslager,  Kent  Van  Vuren  (Merced 
and  San  Benito),  David  Vander  Pluym  (Mari- 
posa), Chuck  E.  Vaughn,  Matt  Wachs,  Bruce 
Webb,  Dave  Weber,  Jerry  R.  White  (Lake), 
Denise  S.  Wight,  Brian  D.  C.  Williams  (Neva- 
da), Roger  Wolfe,  Gary  Woods,  Bob  & Carol 
Yutzy  (Shasta).  Many  more  observers  are  not 
specifically  cited;  all  are  appreciated.  O 


Steven  A.  Glover,  6526  Conestoga  Lane 
Dublin,  California  94568,  (countylines@sbcglobal.net) 
Ed  Pandolfino,  5530  Delrose  Court 
Carmichael,  California  95608,  (erpfromca@aol.com) 
Scott  B.  Terrill,  H.T.  Harvey  & Associates 
983  University  Avenue,  Building  D 
Los  Gatos,  California  95032 
(sterrill@harveyecology.com) 

Michael  M.  Rogers,  499  Novato  Avenue 
Sunnyvale,  California  94086,  (m.m.rogers@comcast.net) 
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The  Region  continued  in  the  throes  of  a 
drought,  although  some  significant 
winter  rains  began  falling  by  late  in  the 
period.  A series  of  human-caused  fires  oc- 
curred in  chaparral,  woodland,  and  conifer- 
ous forest  habitats  in  October,  vAth  >2,000 
km^  burned  in  the  Region,  including  nearly 
1500  km^  in  San  Diego  County  alone.  Such 
fires  will  have  severe  impacts  for  many  years. 
Even  though  most  terrestrial  habitats  in  the 
Region  are  fire-adapted  or  even  fire-depend- 
ent, a recent  history  of  fire  suppression  fol- 
lowed by  massive,  intense  burns  is  far  from 
natural,  as  is  the  greatly  increased  frequency 
of  fire  in  many  areas.  Such  conflagrations  are 
an  inevitable  result  of  massive  human  popu- 
lation growth  in  the  Region  and  development 
spreading  into  previously  remote  areas.  Near- 
ly all  of  the  coniferous  forest  of  San  Diego 
County  has  now  burned,  and  it  will  be 
decades  before  any  significant  regrowth  oc- 
curs, if  ever.  Large  areas  of  chaparral  are  being 
converted  through  too-frequent  fires  to  grass- 
lands and  scrublands  dominated  by  exotic, 
invasive  plant  species.  Reports  from  San 
Diego  County  observers  (we  especially  thank 
KW)  paint  a sobering  picture  of  the  health  of 
riparian,  coastal  sage  scrub,  chaparral,  and 
montane  woodland  habitats  and  of  impacts 
on  such  highly  endangered  populations  as 
California  Gnatcatchers,  coastal  Cactus 
Wrens  (sandiegensis),  and  Spotted  Owls 
(nominate  occidentalis). 

The  season  nevertheless  saw  some  stellar 
rarities.  Noteworthy  waterbirds  included  the 
United  States’  first  Townsend’s  Shearwater, 
the  Region’s  first  Cory’s  Shearwater,  and  Cali- 
fornia’s first  photographically  documented 
Bridled  Tern.  A Common  Black-Hawk  was  the 
first  to  be  photographed  in  the  Region. 
Among  vagrant  landbirds,  a miniature  “Siber- 
ian Express”  brought  an  unprecedented  three 
Arctic  Warblers,  a Dusky  Warbler,  and  two 
Eastern  Yellow  Wagtails.  Two  well-pho- 


tographed Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers  were 
the  standout  eastern  North  American  strays 
of  the  fall. 

Abbreviations:  C.L.  (China  Lake  Naval  Air 
Weapons  Station,  extreme  ne.  Kem);  F.C.R. 
(Furnace  Creek  Ranch,  Death  ’Valley  N.P., 
Inyo);  G.H.P.  (Galileo  Hill  Park,  extreme  e. 
Kem);  N.E.S.S.  (n.  end  of  Salton  Sea,  River- 
side); P.M.N.A.S.  (Point  Mugu  Naval  Air  Sta- 
tion, Ventura);  P.P.  (Piute  Ponds  on  Edwards 
A.EB.,  ne.  Los  Angeles);  S.E.S.S.  (s.  end  of 
Salton  Sea,  Imperial);  S.FK.R.P.  (South  Fork 
Kern  River  Preserve  near  Weldon,  Kern); 
S.J.W.A.  (San  Jacinto  W.A.,  including  Mystic 
L.,  sw.  Riverside);  V.C.G.E  ("Ventura  County 
Game  Preserve  near  Pt.  Mugu  N.A.S.,  Ventu- 
ra). Museum  collections  abbreviated  in  the 
text  are;  LACM  (Natural  History  Museum  of 
Los  Angeles  County),  SDNHM  (San  Diego 
Natural  History  Museum),  and  UCSB  (Uni- 
versity of  California,  Santa  Barbara).  Because 
virtually  all  rarities  in  s.  California  are  seen  by 
many  observers,  only  the  observer(s)  initially 
finding  and/or  identifying  the  bird  are  includ- 
ed. Documentation  for  species  on  the  Califor- 
nia B.R.C.  (C.B.R.C.)  review  list  (<www.wfo- 
cbrc.org>)  is  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  and 
archived  at  the  Western  Foundation  of  Verte- 
brate Zoology  in  Camarillo,  Ventura. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

With  added  protection  in  Alaska,  numbers  of 
Aleutian  Cackling  Geese  (subspecies  leuco- 
pareia)  are  increasing  in  this  Region,  arriving 
this  fall  as  early  as  29  Sep  (CAM)  at  Cayucos, 
San  Luis  Obispo,  and  individuals  found  at 


such  unusual  places  as  Lancaster,  Los  Angeles 
3 Nov  (KLG)  and  Borrego  Springs,  San  Diego 
8-26  Nov  (TH).  A Eurasian  Teal  in  El  Monte, 
Los  Angeles  18  Nov  OSF)  was  believed  to  be 
the  same  bird  that  was  present  there  last  vrin- 
ter.  A male  Harlequin  Duck  around  Morro 
Bay,  San  Luis  Obispo  12-17  Nov  (TME)  was 


the  only  one  reported.  Fourteen  Surf  Scoters 
inland  in  the  e.  half  of  the  Region  between  13 
Oct  and  23  Nov  was  about  average,  but  a 
White-winged  Scoter  at  N.E.S.S.  31  Oct  (DG) 
was  the  only  one  inland.  On  the  coast,  only 
15  White-winged  Scoters  were  reported  s.  of 
Pt  Conception.  Seventeen  Black  Scoters  and  4 
Long-tailed  Ducks  along  the  coast  in  Nov  was 
about  average.  A Long-tailed  Duck  at  S.J.W.A. 
25-27  Nov  (CMcG)  was  inland,  where  rare.  A 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye  near  Santee,  San  Diego  23 
Nov  (P&MT)  was  exceptional. 

Three  Red-necked  Grebes  on  the  coast  of 
San  Luis  Obispo  and  Santa  Barbara  after  24 
Oct  was  about  average,  but  one  at  N.E.S.S.  24 
Nov  (DG)  provided  the  first  record  for  the 
Salton  Sink.  A strong  push  of  Northern  Ful- 
mars moved  southward  into  s.  California  wa- 
ters in  Oct,  with  the  earliest  at  La  Jolla,  San 
Diego  9 Oct  (EA)  and  concentrations  such  as 
160  at  Pt.  Vicente,  Los  Angeles  22  Nov  (KGL). 
A Cook’s  Petrel  w.  of  Santa  Barbara  I.  4 Sep 
QSF)  was  in  an  area  where  probably  annual  at 
this  time  of  the  year.  A dark  petrel  thought 
possibly  to  have  been  a Bulwer’s  Petrel  was 
photographed  in  the  Santa  Barbara  Channel 
off  Ventura  5 Sep  OPS).  A Cory’s  Shearwater 
off  San  Diego  4 Sep  (DPo)  was  thought  to  be 
the  same  bird  visiting  the  nearby  Coronado 
Is.  since  2005  (NAB  59:  658).  A Buller’s 
Shearwater  off  Imperial  Beach,  San  Diego  9 
Oct  (AM)  and  another  dead  on  the  beach 
there  1 Nov  (DPa  * SDNHM)  were  quite  far 
s.;  this  species  is  considered  irregularly  rare  to 
uncommon  off  Baja  California.  Two  Manx 
Shearwaters  together  in  the  Santa  Barbara 
Channel,  Santa  BarbaraNmtura  23  Sep  (OJ, 


DVP)  were  the  only  ones  seen  in  s.  California 
waters.  A Townsend’s  Shearwater  of  the 
Hawaiian  subspecies  newelli  caught  in  Del 
Mar,  San  Diego  1 Aug  (Charles  Swanson,  PU) 
is  the  first  to  be  recorded  in  North  America. 
Sixty  Least  Storm-Petrels  with  a “raft”  of  over 
1000  Black  Storm-Petrels  40  km  off  San  Diego 


This  Townsend's  Shearwater  of  the  Hawaiian  subspecies  newelli,  photographed  in  captivity  on  6 September  2807,  was  picked 
up  in  Dei  Mar,  San  Diego  County,  on  2 August  2007  after  crashing  into  a lighted  construction  site  the  previous  evening. 
Photograph  by  Anthony  Merdea. 
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Neotropic  Cormorants  are  casual  stragglers  to  California; 
this  one  found  at  Fig  Lagoon  near  Seeley,  Imperial  County 
on  23  November  2007  (here  photographed  four  days  later) 
was  still  present  into  the  winter  period.  Photograph  by  Ken- 
neth!. Kurland. 

18  Aug  (MJB)  was  an  impressive  number. 

A Red-billed  Tropicbird  was  about  50  km 
off  San  Diego  31  Aug  (DPo),  and  3 more  were 
27-34  km  off  Pt.  Loma,  San  Diego  4 Sep 
(DPo).  A subad.  Masked  Booby  landed  on  a 
boat  in  the  Santa  Pedro  Channel  near  Catali- 
na 1.  29  Sep  (Project  Wildlife,  jide  SAK)  and  a 
juv.  Masked/Nazca  Booby  was  25  km  nw.  of 
San  Clemente  1.  1 Nov  (Michael  Smith).  A 
Blue-footed  Booby  was  photographed  flying 
northward  along  the  surf  line  in  Coronado, 
Son  Diego  7 Sep  (MS).  Single  Brown  Boobies 
were  seen  at  La  Jolla,  San  Diego  12  Aug 
(GMcC)  and  off  Pt.  Loma  26  Aug  (CGE), 
adding  to  the  ever-increasing  numbers  docu- 
mented from  the  coast.  An  ad.  Neotropic  Cor- 
morant was  at  S.E.S.S.  (Obsidian  Butte)  19 
Oct  (CAM),  and  another  was  near  Seeley,  Im- 
perial 23  Nov+  (GG);  there  are  only  14  previ- 
ous records  for  California.  An  imm.  Magnifi- 
cent Frigatebird  at  S.E.S.S.  (near  Red  Hill)  1 
Sep  (BK)  was  the  first  at  the  Salton  Sea  in 
three  years. 

No  Little  Blue  Herons  were  found  away 
from  coastal  San  Diego.  A Tricolored  Heron  in 
San  Diego  15  Nov+  (MJB)  and  another  at  the 
Tijuana  R.  estuary  in  Imperial  Beach  25  Nov+ 
(SM)  were  the  only  2 found  on  the  coast;  one 
S.E.S.S.  5 Sep  (RE)  was  presumed  to  be  the 
same  bird  there  since  May.  Away  from  coastal 
San  Diego  and  Orange,  up  to  3 Reddish  Egrets 
were  at  P.M.N.A.S.  12  Aug-15  Nov  (DVP), 
and  one  was  inland  at  S.E.S.S.  24  Aug-15  Sep 
(RBu).  The  pair  of  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Herons  in  Imperial  Beach  since  2005  re- 


mained through  the  period  (GMcC),  and  one 
of  the  3 young  they  fledged  in  Aug  was  still 
present  30  Nov  (GMcC);  another  ad.  was  at 
Famosa  Slough  in  San  Diego  7 Aug  (SH).  The 
3 hatch-year  Roseate  Spoonbills  at  S.E.S.S.  26 
Jul  remained  through  5 Sep  (GMcC);  2 hatch- 
year  birds  at  S.E.S.S.  10-24  Nov  (WTF,  HBK), 
with  one  remaining  through  the  end  of  the  pe- 
riod (GMcC);  what  may  have  been  these  same 
2 at  nearby  Finney  L.  23  Nov  (GG),  and  an- 
other near  Seeley  13-25  Nov  (TC,  GG),  ap- 
peared to  be  new  arrivals.  Wood  Stork  num- 
bers at  S.E.S.S.  built  up  to  25  on  25  Aug  OPG), 
with  only  one  remaining  7 Sep  (GMcC). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  PUFFINS 

The  remains  of  a Northern  Goshawk  at  G.H.P 
28  Oct  (TEW,  LLA;  *LACM)  provides  one  of  a 
very  few  records  for  the  Mojave  Desert.  An  ad. 
Common  Black-Hawk  photographed  at  Mo- 
rongo  Valley,  San  Bernardino  14  Sep  (JPS)  pro- 
vides the  3rd  record  for  the  Region.  Migrant 
Broad-winged  Hawks  included  single  birds  at 
P.M.N.A.S,  14  Nov  (DVP),  Manhattan  Beach, 
Los  Angeles  14  Sep  (DB),  and  Pt.  Loma  6 Oct 
(TH)  on  the  coast,  and  EC.R.  30  Sep-7  Oct 
(JSF)  inland.  Thirty  Swainsons  Hawks  near 
Borrego  Springs  16  Nov  (fide  PJ)  was  not  only 
the  largest  flock  reported  but  also  unusually 
late.  An  early  migrant  Zone-tailed  Hawk  near 
Oceanside,  San  Diego  21  Aug  (T&JC)  was  fol- 
lowed by  single  birds  at  Idyllwild,  Riverside  15 
Sep  (BC)  and  Blythe,  Riverside  23  Sep  (RH), 
and  wintering  birds  were  at  Ojai,  Ventura  1 
Oct+  (DR)  and  near  Escondido,  San  Diego  3 
Sep+  (BD).  A Ferruginous  Hawk  at  Owens  L., 
Inyo  30  Aug  OSF)  was  unusually  early.  The 
only  Rough-legged  Hawks  were  one  near  Big 
Pine,  Inyo  20  Nov  OFF)),  single  birds  on  the 
Carrizo  Plain,  Satr  Luis  Obispo  5 (DV)  & 23 
Nov  (AES),  and  another  in  Blythe  25  Nov 
(RH).  A Crested  Caracara  in  the  Tijuana  R. 
valley  near  Imperial  Beach  18  Jun+  (GMcC) 
was  the  same  bird  found  here  9 Sep  2006. 

The  only  American  Golden-Plovers  were  a 


juv.  on  the  coast  near  Morro  Bay  17  Sep  (JC), 
an  ad.  at  Owens  L.  26  Aug  (SLS),  a juv.  there 
14-16  Oct  (MJP  SLS),  and  another  at  S.E.S.S. 
28  Sep  (BM).  Single  Pacihc  Golden-Plovers  at 
Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  3 Aug  (DMC),  San  Eli- 
jo  Lagoon,  San  Diego  10  Aug-2  Sep  (SES), 
and  on  s.  San  Diego  Bay  12  Oct  (MJB)  were 
considered  migrants,  but  up  to  5 at 
Guadalupe,  Santa  Barbara  5 Sep+  (DMC),  up 
to  2 on  the  Oxnard  Plane,  Ventura  14  Sep+ 
(DVP,  OJ),  4 at  Seal  Beach,  Orange  22  Sep+ 
(RS),  up  to  2 at  Bolsa  Chica,  Orange  19  Aug 
(BED),  one  in  Del  Mar,  San  Diego  6 Sep+ 


At  least  three  young  Roseate  Spoonbills  arrived  in  the  Impe- 
rial Valley  in  southeastern  California  during  November,  with 
this  one  staying  around  Seeley,  Imperial  County,  13  (here) 
through  25  November  2007.  Photograph  by  Travis  Cooper. 

(DH),  2 in  Imperial  Beach  26  Aug-i-  (RTP), 
and  14  on  San  Clemente  1.  31  Oct  OFB)  were 
probably  wintering  locally.  An  exceptionally 
early  Mountain  Plover  was  near  Perris,  River- 
side 25  Aug  (CAM).  An  American  Oyster- 
catcher  was  on  Santa  Barbara  1.  16  Sep  (NL), 
3 were  together  on  Santa  Cruz  1.  29  Sep 
(KyP),  and  another  was  there  30  Sep  (OJ).  An 
American  Oystercatcher  x Black  Oystercatch- 
er  hybrid  was  around  Newport  Beach/Laguna 
Beach,  Orange  10-28  Aug  (TH,  KLP),  and  up 
to  2 were  around  Pt.  Loma  25  Aug-22  Nov 
OM,  LSq,JW). 

Solitary  Sandpipers  appeared 
to  be  more  numerous  and  wide- 
spread than  usual  in  Aug  and 
early  Sep,  as  indicated  by  such 
sightings  as  7 at  S.J.W.A.  31  Aug 
(CMcG);  one  near  Seeley,  Impe- 
rial 16  Sep-r  (GMcC)  was  win- 
tering locally.  An  Upland  Sand- 
piper in  the  Tijuana  R.  Valley  23 
Sep  QSF)  provides  the  10th 
record  of  a fall  migrant  in  the 
Region.  Even  rarer  was  a juv. 
Bar-tailed  Godwit  in  San  Diego 
22  Sep-7  Oct  (BT),  providing 
the  5th  record  for  the  Region.  A 
Ruddy  Turnstone  at  Owens  L.  9 


As  virtually  all  fall  migrant  American  Golden-Plovers  in  California  are  juve- 
niles, this  adult  at  Owens  Lake,  Inyo  County  26  August  2007  was  a surprise. 
Photograph  by  Bob  Steele. 


VOLUME  62  (2007) 


NUMBER  1 


151 


SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


This  most  cooperative  juvenile  Bar-tailed  Godwit  remained  at  Famosa 
Slough  in  San  Diego,  San  Diego  County  22  (here  26)  September  through 
7 October  2007.  Photograph  by  Kenneth  Z.  Kurland. 


Sep  (SLS)  and  2 at  Lancaster,  Los  Angeles  5 
Sep  (MSanM)  were  inland  and  away  from  the 
Salton  Sea.  A juv.  Black  Turnstone  at  Owens 
L.  30  Aug-1  Sep  (MSanM)  was  new  for  Inyo. 
Three  Red  Knots  at  Owens  L.  9 
Sep  (SLS)  and  single  birds  at 
Baker,  San  Bernardino  22-27 
Aug  QEP)  and  RR  19  Aug 
(MSanM)  were  inland  and 
away  from  the  Salton  Sea. 

About  30  juv.  Semipalmated 
Sandpipers  were  along  the 
coast,  along  with  an  additional 
15  inland,  with  most  in  Aug, 
but  including  a late  individual 
at  C.L.  22  Sep  (SLS).  Baird’s 
Sandpipers  may  have  been 
more  numerous  than  usual  as 
suggested  by  45  at  Owens  L.  16 
Sep  (SLS)  and  14  near  Lancast- 
er 2 Sep  (MSanM);  one  at  the 
Santa  Maria  R.  mouth,  San  Luis 
Obispo  23  Oct  (MRB)  was  the  latest  this  fall. 
On  the  other  hand.  Pectoral  Sandpiper  ap- 
peared to  be  less  numerous  than  usual,  with 
the  largest  numbers  being  14  at  Owens  L.  23 
Sep  (SLS)  and  8 in  Long  Beach  6 Sep  (RBa). 
Stilt  Sandpipers  away  from  the  Salton  Sea  in- 
cluded single  birds  in  Santa  Maria,  Santa  Bar- 
bara on  14  & 24  Sep  (MRB),  and  an  un- 
precedented count  of  up  to  12  in  Long  Beach 
31  Aug-11  Sep  (RBa).  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers were  far  more  numerous  than  expect- 
ed, with  13  along  the  coast  between  17  Aug 
and  19  Sep,  including  the  first  in  Orange 
(Huntington  Beach  17  Aug;  BED),  and  single 
birds  inland  at  Owens  L.  26  Aug  (SLS),  P.P.  8- 
12  Sep  (M&NF),  and  S.J.W.A.  26-27  Sep 
(CMcG),  plus  2 near  Calipatria,  Imperial  15 
Sep  (GMcC).  Ruffs  were  also  more  numerous 
than  normal,  with  7 along  the  coast  between 
1 Aug  and  8 Oct,  and  single  birds  inland  in 
Bakersfield,  Kern  1-3  Sep  (MMcQ),  at  Owens 


L,  5 Sep  (T&JH),  C.L.  17  Sep 
(SLS),  and  near  Lancaster  31 
Aug-2  Sep  OR),  and  4 at  S.E.S.S. 
10  Aug-15  Sep  (GMcC),  along 
with  another  2 Aug-r  QB)  evidently 
wintering  locally.  A Red  Phalarope 
at  C.L.  21  Oct  (BS)  was  inland. 

The  only  jaegers  found  inland 
were  single  Parasitic  jaegers  at 
S.E.S.S.  2 Sep  OSF)  and  15  Sep 
OPS),  an  ad.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  at 
Owens  L.  19  Aug  (SLS),  and  single 
juv.  Long-taileds  caught  close  to  the 
coast  in  Newport  Beach  4 Sep  (Wet- 
lands & Wildlife  Care  Center,  fide 
SAK;  *LACM)  and  Chula  Vista,  San 
Diego  2 Sep  (Bob  Kane,  Project 
Wildlife).  A count  of  over  850 
Laughing  Gulls  at  S.E.S.S.  13  Sep  (KLG)  was 
an  impressive  number.  Franklin’s  Gulls  were 
quite  scarce,  with  single  birds  at  Morro  Bay  23 
Nov-r  (EAC)  and  Hermosa  Beach,  Los  Angeles 


18  Oct  (MBy)  on  the  coast,  and  only  13  (10  at 
S.E.S.S.)  in  the  e.  half  of  the  Region  between 
14  Aug  and  16  Nov.  A Heermann’s  Gull  was  in- 
land at  Lancaster  20  Sep  (MSanM),  and  2 were 
at  S.E.S.S.  in  early  Sep,  with  one  remaining 


With  a dedining  number  of  Ruddy  Ground-Doves  being 
found  in  California,  this  female  on  the  coast  near  the  Point 
Mugu  Naval  Air  Station,  Ventura  County  on  1 November 
2007  came  as  a surprise.  Photograph  by  Don  Desjardin. 


through  30  Nov  (GMcC).  A Mew  Gull  at  Lan- 
caster 26  Oct  (MSanM)  was  not  only  early  but 
also  well  inland.  A Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at 
Owens  L.  18-20  Nov  (SLS),  the  first  in  Inyo, 
and  another  S.E.S.S.  15  Nov-i-  (GMcC)  were 
the  only  2 documented.  Twelve  Sabine’s  Gulls 
inland  in  Sep  was  less  than  in  recent  years.  A 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  on  Atascadero  L.,  San 
Luis  Obispo  26  Nov  (CAM)  was  well  inland. 

A Sandwich  Tern  photographed  at  North  Is- 
land Naval  Air  Station,  San  Diego  4 Aug  (DPa, 
MS)  was  only  the  4th  to  be  found  in  California. 
A Least  Tern,  casual  inland  away  from  the 
Salton  Sea,  was  at  Klondike  L.,  Inyo  18  Aug 
(T&JH).  An  ad.  Bridled  Tern  associating  with 
nesting  terns  at  the  Santa  Margarita  R.  mouth 
on  Camp  Pendleton,  San  Diego  14-23  Aug  (BE, 
GMcC)  was  only  the  2nd  to  be  found  in  Cali- 
fornia and  the  first  documented  with  photo- 
graphs. A juv.  Pigeon  Guillemot  at  La  Jolla  4 
Sep  (Project  Wildlife;  * SDNHM)  was  unusu- 
ally far  south.  A dead  Horned  Puffin  in  Goleta 


14  Oct  (CS;  * UCSB)  was  undoubtedly  associ- 
ated with  the  influx  earlier  in  the  year. 

DOVES  THROUGH 
OLD  WORLD  WARBLERS 

About  25  White-winged  Doves  along  the  coast 
was  as  expected.  An  Inca  Dove  at  Borrego 
Springs,  San  Diego  9 Oct  (Pj)  was  w.  of  the 
species’  known  range.  A Ruddy  Ground-Dove 
near  VC.G.R  1 Nov  (DVP)  was  the  only  one 
reported;  none  have  been  around  Calipatria 
since  Apr,  with  the  population  there  apparent- 
ly gone.  The  remains  of  three  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owls  at  G.H.P.  28  Oct-4  Nov  (TEW, 
LLA;  *LACM)  were  in  an  area  where  the 
species  is  considered  casual.  A Chimney  Swift 
was  flying  with  Cliff  Swallows  near  Oxnard, 
Ventura  26  Aug  (WTF,  DPe),  and  2 were  over 
Sunland,  Los  Angeles  3 Sep  (KLG).  A Broad- 
billed Hummingbird  at  Atascadero,  San  Luis 
Obispo  23  Nov-3  Dec  (KZ)  was  the  only  one 


Both  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  and  Ruffs  were  more  numerous  and  widespread  in  Southern  California  than  expected  and  included  this  juvenile 
Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  in  Imperial  Beach,  San  Diego  County  24  August  2007  and  this  juvenile  Ruff  at  Malibu,  Los  Angeles  County  7 September 
2007.  Photographs  by  Thomas  A.  Blackman  (Buff-breasted  Sandpiper)  and  David  Furseth  (Ruff). 
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This  adult  male  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  spent  23 
November  through  3 December  2007  (here  on  the  second 

da’/)  at  a home  in  Atascadero,  San  Luis  Obispo  County. 
Photograph  by  Kevin  1.  Zimmer. 

reported.  Thirteen  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers 
scattered  throughout  the  Region  included  an 
unusually  early  bird  at  G.H.P.  9 Sep  (TEW, 
LLA).  A Williamson’s  Sapsucker  in  Ventura  25 
Nov+  (BS)  was  on  the  coast,  where  unusual.  A 
White-headed  Woodpecker  in  Newhall,  Los 
Angeles  25  Sep  (GF)  was  in  the  coastal  low- 
lands, where  unexpected. 

Single  well-documented  Yellow-bellied 
Flycatchers  were  at  the  oasis  of  Zzyzx,  San 
Bernardino  10  Sep  (MJSM)  and  at  Pt.  Loma  7 
Oct  (MTH,  GMcC).  Four  Least  Flycatchers 
were  along  the  coast  26  Aug-29  Sep,  with 
others  at  G.H.P  16-23  Sep  (KHL)  and  Lan- 
caster 24  Sep  QSF).  Four  Eastern  Phoebes 
were  on  the  coastal  slope,  with  the  earliest  in 
Torrance,  Los  Angeles  31  Oct  (TD);  birds  in 
the  interior  were  at  California  City  13-21  Oct 
(GCH)  and  China  Ranch  3 Nov  (TEW,  LLA). 
Brown-crested  Flycatchers  are  casual  in  the 
Region  away  from  their  limited  breeding  sites; 
one  at  EC.R.  12  Aug  (V&GW)  was  at  an  un- 
usual northerly  locality,  and  one  at  Baker,  San 
Bernardino  3 Nov  (AEK)  was  very  late  and 
among  the  few  migrants  ever  noted  in  the  Re- 
gion. Some  22  Tropical  Kingbirds  were  found 
after  20  Sep  on  the  coastal  slope,  mostly  along 
the  immediate  coast,  with  some  remaining  to 
winter;  one  in  the  interior  at  Seeley  had  re- 
turned for  its  5th  winter  by  11  Oct  (GMcC). 
Returning  for  its  3rd  winter,  a Thick-billed 
Kingbird  was  at  Banning  Park  in  Wilmington, 
Los  Angeles  23  Nov-i-  (KGL).  Eastern  King- 
birds, typically  quite  early  in  fall,  were  at  Ni- 
land.  Imperial  1-2  Sep  (GMcC),  Santa  Barbara 
7 Sep  (DPf,  NL),  Pt.  Loma  7 Sep  (SEE),  and 
G.H.P.  10  Sep  (DW).  The  only  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers  reported  were  at  Baker  1 Aug 
QLu)  and  Wilmington  27  Oct  (KGL). 

A Bell’s  Vireo  at  Montana  de  Oro  S.  P,  San 
Luis  Obispo.  25  Sep  (SSu)  was  a very  yellow 


bird  that  appeared  to  be  of  the  nominate  sub- 
species. Plumbeous  Vireos  continue  to  be  sur- 
prisingly numerous  on  the  coastal  slope,  with 
at  least  36  birds  found  after  8 Sep;  many  of 
these  remained  to  winter.  Yellow-throated 
Vireos  were  found  near  Beaumont,  Riverside 
19-31  Aug  (KFC),  at  Oceano  3-20  Sep  Of-C), 
and  in  East  Anaheim,  Orange  24  Sep  (BML); 
this  species  is  now  frequent  enough  in  Cali- 
fornia that  it  was  removed  from  the  C.B.R.C. 
review  list  in  2008.  Hutton’s  Vireos  away  from 
their  normal  habitat  included  one  in  Lancast- 
er, Los  Angeles  10  Sep+  (KLG)  and  one  on  San 
Nicolas  1.,  the  island’s  2nd,  29-30  Sep  (DVP). 
Three  Philadelphia  Vireos  included  coastal 
birds  at  Oceano  24  Sep  (MLS,  DGS)  and  Irvine 
11  Nov  (BED);  one  at  G.H.P.  11  Sep  (BML) 
was  the  earliest  ever  recorded  in  fall  in  Kern. 
Red-eyed  Vireos  were  in  Carpinteria  1 (OJ)  & 

22  Sep  (NL),  at  Morongo  Valley  3 Sep  (RL, 
JR),  and  in  Los  Angeles  10  Oct  (KLG).  Yellow- 
green  Vireos  were  at  Pt.  Loma  18  Sep  (SES) 
and  in  Chula  Vista,  San  Diego  2-3  Oct  (MS). 

There  was  little  indication  of  a corvid  flight 
this  fall,  although  a Clark’s  Nutcracker  at  Mo- 
rongo Valley  26  Sep  (HBK)  and  5 in  the  La- 
guna Mts.,  Sun  Diego  7 Oct  (MMcC)  were 
away  from  their  normal  haunts.  Three  Amer- 
ican Crows  on  San  Clemente  I.  23  Oct,  with  2 
remaining  to  1 Nov,  constituted  the  first 
record  for  that  island  (NNJ).  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  widespread  through  the  Re- 
gion, though  in  small  numbers.  Among  the 
White-breasted  Nuthatches  wandering  onto 
the  deserts  were  up  to  2 identified  by  call  as 
being  interior  tenuissima  at  California  City  22 
Sep-19  Oct  (TEW,  LAA).  Several  Pygmy 
Nuthatches  were  around  Santa  Maria,  Santa 
Barbara,  where  very  rare,  29  Sep-15  Nov 
(JLC),  and  the  coastal  lowlands  of  Los  Angeles 
saw  three  reports  totaling  8 birds  6 Sep+. 

A Winter  Wren  at  Huntington  Beach  30 
Oct+  was  felt  to  be  of  the  boreal/eastern 
hiemalis  group  by  call  OEP);  the  earliest 
desert  report  of  this  species  was  at  G.H.P  20 
Sep  (TEW,  LLA).  A Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  at 
Goleta  28  Aug  (OJ)  was  very  early  for  the 
coastal  lowlands.  California  Gnatcatchers 
have  been  nearly  extirpated  from  San 
Bernardino,  so  one  at  Mentone  10  Oct  OLD, 
CAM)  was  of  note;  another  in  Orange,  Orange 

23  Sep  (DRW)  was  in  an  urban  landscape 
some  8 km  from  the  nearest  potential  breed- 
ing habitat. 

Any  Phylloscopus  warbler  in  California  is 
headline  news,  but  a total  of  4 individuals  of 
two  species  in  one  fall  is  astonishing!  The  ex- 
citement started  on  7 Sep  when  an  Arctic 
Warbler  was  discovered  at  G.H.P  (SLS);  on  8- 
9 Sep  a throng  of  observers  there  allowed  for 
convincing  documentation  of  2 different  indi- 


viduals (SLS,  GH);  the  2nd  bird,  found  on  8 
Sep,  was  still  present  on  10  Sep,  and  we  later 
learned  of  a probable  sighting  of  one  of  these 
birds  at  G.H.P  6 Sep  (GS).  Another  Arctic 
Warbler  at  DeForest  Park  in  Long  Beach  13- 
14  Sep  (KSG,  JSB,  BED,  RBa)  was  the  first 
ever  found  in  Los  Angeles.  Not  to  be  outdone. 
Flings  Park  in  Santa  Barbara  produced  a 
Dusky  Warbler  on  6 Oct  (HPR),  the  county’s 
3rd,  but  only  the  4th  for  the  Region. 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A few  Townsend’s  Solitaires  strayed  away 
from  expected  mountain  and  desert  foothill 
habitats,  with  one  at  Carrizo  Plain  N.M.,  San 
Luis  Obispo  25-26  Oct  (KS)  establishing  the 
first  record  for  the  monument;  3 were  on  San 
Clemente  I.  8 Oct-16  Nov  OLE)-  h was  a 
poor  flight  year  for  Mountain  Bluebirds  away 
from  expected  desert  winter  haunts,  so  one  in 
Huntington  Beach  21  Oct  (BED)  was  a sur- 
prise. Eleven  Swainson’s  Thrushes  at  various 
e.  Kem  oases  22  Sep  (TEW  LLA)  was  a very 
high  count  for  fall.  A Hermit  Thrush  in  West- 
minster, Orange  15  Sep  (BED)  was  very  early 
for  the  coastal  lowlands.  A good  showing  of  5 
Gray  Catbirds  included  one  near  Pt.  Mugu, 
Ventura  29  Sep-1  Oct  (MBo),  one  at  Pt.  Loma 


One  of  two  well  documented  Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers  in 
southern  California  this  fall  was  this  calling  bird  at  Zzyzx, 

San  Bernardino  County  10  September  2007.  Photograph  by 
Michael  J.  San  Miguel,  Jr. 

20  Oct  (MTH),  2 on  San  Clemente  1,  3 Nov-2 
Dec  and  20  Nov  QLB),  and  one  at  Manzanar, 
Inyo  12  Sep  (jZ). 

An  Eastern  Yellow  Wagtail  at  Malibu  La- 
goon 14-15  Sep  (KeP)  was  at  the  site  of  Los  An- 
geles' first  record  20  years  earlier;  another  bird 
at  V.C.G.P.  24-25  Sep  (LSa)  established  the  first 
record  for  Ventura.  A moderate  showing  of 
Red-throated  Pipits  began  with  one  on  San 
Nicolas  I.  30  Sep  (DVP),  followed  by  up  to  3 at 
Port  Hueneme,  Ventura  7-14  Oct  (LSa),  one  in 
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This  well-photographed  Dusky  Warbler  at  Eling's  Park  in  Santa  Barbara  6 October 
2007  was  remarkably  the  third  to  be  found  in  Santa  Barbara  County.  Photograph 
by  Wes  T Fritz. 


the  Tijuana  River  Valley,  San  Diego  14-15  Oct 
(GMcC,  TS),  3 near  Lompoc,  Santa  Barbara  16 
Oct  (WTF),  and  one  at  Huntington  Beach  1-5 
Nov  (BED).  A Sprague’s  Pipit  was  pho- 
tographed in  the  S.J.W.A.  21  Oct  (CMcG),  and 
up  to  3 were  in  the  regular  wintering  area  near 
Calipatria  by  10  Nov  (HBK),  American  Pipits 
near  Oxnard  14  Oct  (D  Pe,  EW)  and  at  Hunt- 
ington Beach  1-2  Nov  OEP,  BED)  were  thought 
to  be  of  the  Asian  subspecies  japonkus.  A Bo- 
hemian Waxwing  in  Bishop  29  Nov  (C&RH) 
was  the  only  one  reported. 

A Blue-winged  Warbler,  casual  in  the  Re- 
gion, was  at  Deep  Springs  8 Sep  (C&RH).  Ten- 
nessee Warblers  included  20  along  the  coast 
13  Sep-16  Nov  and  3 on  the  deserts  8-25  Sep; 
Virginia’s  Warblers  were  similar,  but  earlier, 
with  20-1-  on  the  coast  26  Aug-15  Oct  and  3 
migrants  on  the  deserts  26  Aug-14  Sep.  Eight 
Lucy’s  Warblers  were  along  the  coast  31 
Aug-23  Nov.  Six  coastal  Northern  Parulas 
were  found  21  Aug-17  Oct;  the  only  one  re- 
ported in  the  interior  was  at  G.H.P.  20-29  Sep 
OLo).  Thirteen  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were 
on  the  coastal  slope  18  Sep-2  Nov;  birds  on 
the  desert  were  at  G.H.P  18-22  Sep  (K&BK; 
*LACM)  and  near  Laguna  Dam,  Imperial  14 
Oct  (TC).  An  ad.  male  Magnolia  Warbler  at 
Oceano  29  Aug  (MLS)  was  early;  7 more  were 
on  the  coast  16  Sep-18  Nov,  and  3 were  on 
the  deserts  22  Sep-21  Nov.  A Cape  May  War- 
bler on  Pt.  Loma  30  Sep-3  Oct  (MJB,  TRS) 
was  one  of  the  few  to  be  found  in  the  Region 
in  recent  years.  Surprisingly,  only  4 Black- 
throated  Blue  Warblers  were  found,  half  the 
recent  five-year  mean,  with  birds  in  West  Los 
Angeles  10-13  Oct  (RB)  and  Malibu  14  Oct 
(JLF),  on  San  Clemente  1.  8 Nov  (MBM),  and 
in  Ridgecrest,  Kern  2-4  Nov.  Single  Black- 
throated  Green  Warblers  were  in  Lancaster  20 
Sep  OLo),  Huntington  Beach  20-22  Sep  (IH), 
and  at  Carrizo  Plain  N.M.  9 Oct  (AFS).  A Her- 
mit Warbler  in  Bishop  11-13  Oct  (C&RH) 
was  the  latest  ever  for  Inyo.  Five  Blackburnian 
Warblers  were  found  along  the  coast  1 Sep-16 


Oct.  A Yellow-throated  War- 
bler, far  scarcer  in  fall  than  in 
spring,  was  on  Santa  Cruz  1. 

29  Sep  (OJ).  The  only  Grace’s 
Warbler  was  a returning  fe- 
male on  Pt.  Loma  13  Oct-f 
QW).  A returning  Pine  War- 
bler was  in  Chula  Vista,  San 
Diego  18  Nov+  (MJB,  MS), 
and  singles  were  on  Pt.  Loma 
3 Nov  (SES,  PAG)  and  in  Go- 
leta  9 Nov-t-  (NL).  Only  2 
Prairie  Warblers  were  report- 
ed (the  recent  five-year  mean 
is  6);  one  was  in  Long  Beach 

30  Aug-1  Sep  OSB,  KSG)  and 
another  in  Laguna  Niguel,  Orange  3 Sep 
(RMcN).  As  expected,  most  of  the  Palm  War- 
blers (46)  were  on  tbe  coastal  slope  19  Sep-i-; 
another  4 were  on  the  deserts  23  Sep-27 
Oct.  Thirty-eight  Blackpoll  Warblers 
were  on  the  coastal  slope,  with  the  earli- 
est 5 Sep  in  Refugio,  Santa  Barbara 
(ARA)  and  Orange,  Orange  (DRW),  and 
4 birds  as  late  as  13  Nov  in  Santa  Barbara 
and  Los  Angeles;  3 more  were  on  the  n. 
deserts  8-24  Sep.  Single  Bay-breasted 
Warblers  were  in  Huntington  Beach  12- 
17  Oct  OEP).  Fountain  Valley  14-19  Nov 
QEP),  and  El  Monte,  Los  Angeles  15-19 
Nov  OSE  MSanM). 

Some  30  Black-and-white  Warblers  in 
the  Region  19  Aug-i-  was  slightly  below 
normal,  and  American  Redstarts  were 
also  reported  in  numbers  a bit  below  re- 
cent hve-year  means.  An  above-average  7 
Prothonotary  Warblers  included  5 on  the 
coast  23  Sep-24  Oct,  along  with  one  near 
Yucaipa,  Scm  Bemardifio  22  Sep  (PDS)  and 
one  near  EC.R.  29-30  Sep  OEP).  A Worm-eat- 
ing Warbler  was  at  Tamarisk  Grove,  Anza- 


Numbers  of  Cape  May  Warblers  reaching  California  have  de- 


clined in  recent  years,  so  this  young  male  on  Point  Loma, 
San  Diego  County,  photographed  on  1 0ctober  during  its 
stay  30  September  through  3 October  2007  was  a welcome 
crowd  pleaser.  Photograph  by  Trent  R.  Stanley. 


Borrego  S.  P.  18-19  Oct  (RT).  Four  Ovenbirds 
were  along  the  coast  17  Sep-4  Nov,  with  2 
more  at  G.H.P.  21-24  Sep  (K&BK)  and  28  Oct 
(KHL).  Slightly  more  than  half  of  the  about  25 
Northern  Waterthrushes  found  through  the 
period  were  on  the  n.  deserts  24  Aug-1  Oct.  A 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  at  Carpinteria  11  Aug 
(PGa)  was  a record-early  migrant  for  Santa 
Barbara.  Hooded  Warblers  were  at  Refugio 
S.B.  6 Sep  (WTF),  Pt.  Loma  29  Sep  (SES,  MS), 
Santa  Barbara  30  Oct  (MC),  and  El  Mirage, 
San  Bernardino  11  Oct  (SJM).  The  only  Cana- 
da Warblers  were  at  Oceano  19-24  Sep  (RyS) 
and  Zzyzx  9-10  Sep  OLu).  A Red-faced  War- 
bler in  the  Laguna  Mts.,  San  Diego  16  Sep 
OEB)  was  apparently  a migrant.  Ten  Painted 
Redstarts  on  the  coastal  slope  16  Sep+  includ- 
ed several  returning  wintering  birds;  a migrant 
was  at  Zzyzx  6-7  Oct  (TAB).  We  also  note  here 


the  inadvertent  omission  in  last  fall’s  report  of 
a Painted  Redstart  at  Oceano  23-24  Sep  2006 
OMC). 

A returning  wintering  Hepatic  Tanager  was 
in  Imperial  Beach  30  Oct-i-  (MBS).  Some  50 
Summer  Tanagers  found  during  the  period  in- 
cluded a number  of  birds  remaining  into  win- 
ter. A first-fall  male  Scarlet  Tanager  was  in  Go- 
leta  28  Oct-4  Nov  OMOi  a first-fall  male  at 
Pt.  Loma  15  Nov  (MJB)  was  joined  by  2 other 
first-fall  males  and  2 females  for  a remarkable 
group  of  5 on  17  Nov  (MTH,  GMcC),  with 
one  female  remaining  through  20  Nov. 

A well-described  Cassin’s  Sparrow  in  an 
urban  yard  in  Lawndale  12  Oct  00  estab- 
lished a bizarre  first  record  for  coastal  Los  An- 
geles. An  American  Tree  Sparrow  on  San 
Clemente  1.  18-19  Oct  QEB)  established  a 3rd 
island  record;  the  first  one  noted  in  Inyo, 
where  regular,  was  at  Deep  Springs  3 Nov 
(SLS).  Some  35-1-  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were 
noted  throughout  the  region  5 Sep+.  Casual 
on  the  coast,  a Black-chinned  Sparrow  was 
on  San  Clemente  1.  24  Aug  QEB).  Three  Lark 


Two  Eastern  Yellow  Wagtails  reached  southern  California  this  fail, 
with  this  somewhat  late-occurring  individual  photographed  on  the 
latter  day  of  its  24-25  September  2007  stay  at  the  Ventura  County 
Game  Preserve,  Ventura  County.  Photograph  by  Larry  Sansone. 
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This  migrant  immature  male  Pine  Warbler  was  present  on  Point  Loma,  San  Diego 
County  2 November  2007.  Photograph  by  Thomas  A.  Biackman. 


Buntings  were  found,  with  birds  on  San 
Clemente  I.  2-3  Sep  (NNJ),  in  Goleta  9 Sep 
(DSC),  and  Griffith  Park,  Los  Angeles  20  Sep 
(DSC).  Small  numbers  of  Large-billed  Savan- 
nah Sparrows  (subspecies  rostratus)  appeared 
in  coastal  estuaries  beginning  20  Aug  in  s. 
San  Diego  Bay  (MS);  one  at  Morro  Bay  27 
Sep-i-  (MLS)  had  been  banded  there  in  Dec 
2004.  A Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  at  C.L. 
29  Sep  (SLS)  established  the  first  fall  record 
for  Kcm;  another  was  in  Goleta  5-16  Oct 
OMG),  and  5 others  were  at  wintering  sites  in 
estuaries  in  Orange  and  San  Diego  25  Oct-i-. 
Migrant  Grasshopper  Sparrows  in  Borrego 
Springs  12  Oct  (PJ)  and  Torrance  9-10  Nov 
(TD,  DLM,  RM)  were  at  unusual  localities. 
Only  7 Swamp  Sparrows  were  reported,  in- 
cluding a first  record  for  San  Clemente  1.  30 
Nov+  (JEB).  A Lincoln’s  Sparrow  in  Niland  1 
Sep  O^F)  was  the  earliest  fall  arrival  ever  in 
Salton  Sink.  A count  of  25-30  pugetensis 
White-crowned  Sparrows  near  Huntington 
Beach  1 Nov  (BED)  was  quite  high  for  Or- 
ange, near  the  s.  limit  of  the  subspecies’  regu- 
lar winter  range.  All  of  the  6 Harris’s  Spar- 
rows reported  13  Oct-28  Nov  were  on  the 
deserts  except  for  one  in  Riverside  17  Nov 
OEG).  Longspur  numbers  were  quite  low 
this  fall,  with  reports  received  of  only  4 
Chestnut-collareds  (23  Oct-10  Nov)  and  8 
Laplands  (27  Oct-19  Nov). 

Some  17  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were 
scattered  through  the  region  14  Sep-27  Nov, 
along  with  a Rose-breasted  x Black-headed 
hybrid  in  Bishop  13  Sep  O&DP).  Eourteen 
Indigo  Buntings  in  the  Region  (as  late  as  24 
Nov)  were  about  as  expected.  Painted 
Buntings,  all  in  green  plumage,  were  at  El 
Chorro  Regional  Park,  San  Luis  Obispo  4 Sep 
(IL)  and  Huntington  Beach  30  Sep  (JG),  and 
on  the  deserts  at  China  Ranch,  Inyo  5-8  Sep 
QEP,  SJM)  and  around  S.E.S.S.  1 (MG)  & 28 
Sep  (BM).  Bobolinks  continue  to  decline  in 
the  Region,  with  only  10  reported  this  fall  2 
Sep-16  Oct.  Three  Orchard  Orioles,  all  in  Los 
Angeles,  were  in  Long  Beach  15-30  Sep 


(KGL),  Culver  City  18  Sep 
(EO),  and  Wilmington  6 Oct 
(KGL).  Ten  Baltimore  Ori- 
oles were  along  the  coast  15 
Sep+,  and  one  was  at  S.E.S.S. 
29  Sep  (HBK). 

A Purple  Einch  at  EC.R. 
26  Sep  OEP)  was  outside  the 
species’  normal  range.  A 
Cassin’s  Finch  at  San 
Clemente  1.  4-5  Nov  OEB) 
established  a first  island 
record.  Pine  Siskins  staged  a 
moderately  large  invasion 
into  the  Region,  with  local 
record  early  appearances  at  S.EK.R.P  3 Aug 
(DPv),  in  Goleta  31  Aug  (GT),  and  Niland  11 
Oct  (GMcC).  Other  Canluelis  also  appeared 
early  in  the  Salton  Sink,  with  3 Lessers  near 
Brawley  16  Aug  (BM)  and  an  American  in  Ni- 
land 11  Oct+  (GMcC).  Five  Nutmeg  Man- 
nikins, including  4 juvs.,  in  the  Carrizo  Plain 
N.M.  3 Oct  (KS)  were  far  from  urban  areas. 
Six  Indian  Silverbills  (Lonchura  malabarica) 
in  a Ventura  yard  15  Aug+  (DVP)  may  por- 
tend the  establishment  of  yet  another  estrildid 
finch  in  the  Region. 

Cited  observers  (county  coordina- 
tors in  boldface):  Alex  R.  Abela,  Ei- 
tan  Altman,  Liga  L.  Auzins,  Richard 
Barth  (RBa),  David  Bell,  Thomas  A. 

Benson,  Mark  J.  Billings,  Malkolm 
Boothroyd  (MBo),  Justin  Bosler,  Jef- 
frey S.  Boyd,  James  E.  Bradley  (San 
Clemente  Island),  Mark  P.  Brown, 

Rebecca  Buck  (RBu),  Martin  Byhow- 
er  (MBy),  Jose  Calvo,  Kurt  E Camp- 
bell, Eugene  A.  Cardiff,  Jamie  L. 

Chavez,  Brian  Collins,  Mike  Collins, 

David  M.  Compton  (Santa  Barbara), 

Daniel  S.  Cooper,  Travis  Cooper, 

Terry  and  Judy  Cross,  Brian  E. 

Daniels,  Bill  Doyle,  Tracy  Drake,  Jon  L.  Dunn, 
Tom  M.  Edell  (San  Luis  Obispo),  Claude  G. 
Edwards,  Jon  S.  Feenstra,  Shawneen  E. 
Finnegan,  Jon  L.  Fisher,  Brian  Foster,  Mary 
and  Nick  Freeman  (M  & NF),  Rick  Fridell, 
Gary  Friedrichsen,  Wes  T.  Fritz,  Peter  Gaede 
(PGa),  Jim  Gallagher,  Murray  Gardler,  Kim- 
ball L.  Garrett  (Los  Angeles),  Karen  S.  Gilbert, 
Peter  A.  Ginsburg,  David  Goodward,  James 
M.  Greaves,  John  F.  Green  (Riverside),  George 
Griffeth,  Gjon  C.  Hazard,  Matthew  T.  Hein- 
del,  Tom  &Jo  Heindel  (Inyo),  Roger  Higson, 
David  Holway,  Irene  Horiuchi,  Chris  and 
Rosie  Howard  (C&RH),  Steve  Huang,  Terry 
Hunefeld,  Trude  Hurd,  John  Ivanov,  Oscar 
Johnson  (Ventura),  Naira  N.  Johnston,  Paul 
Jorgensen,  Susan  A.  Kaveggia,  Howard  B. 
King,  Alexander  E.  Koonce  (San  Bernardino), 


Barbara  Krause,  Ken  and  Brenda  Kyle 
(K&BK),  Rob  Lane,  Kevin  G.  Larson,  Brian 
M.  Leatherman,  Nick  Lethaby,  Kelli  Heindel 
Levinson,  Rene  Lindsay,  Jim  Lomax  Ql-o), 
John  Luther  OL-tt),  Michelle  B.  Maley,  Curtis 
A.  Marantz,  Sam  Marsh,  John  Martin,  Guy 
McCaskie  (Imperial),  Mike  McClintock,  Chet 
McGaugh,  Robert  McNab,  Michael  McQuer- 
rey,  Ron  Melin,  Anthony  Mercieca,  Bob  Miller, 
David  L.  Moody,  Joanne  Moore,  Stephen  J. 
Myers,  Eleanor  Osgood,  Dennis  Parker 
(DPa),  Jim  and  Debby  Parker  Q&DP),  Robert 
T.  Patton,  Dave  Pavlik  (DPv),  Dave  Pelford 
(DPf),  David  Pereksta  (DPe),  Kaaren  L.  Perry, 
Kyle  Pias  (KyP),  Kevin  Pickard  (KeP),  James 
E.  Pike,  Dave  Povey  (DPo),  Michael  J. 
Prather,  John  Puschock  OPu)-  Hugh  P Ran- 
son,  David  Roine,  Jennifer  Rycenga,  Matt  Sad- 
owski,  Christina  Sandoval,  Mike  San  Miguel, 
Michael  J.  San  Miguel,  Jr.  (MJSM),  Larry  San- 
sone  (LSa),  Ryk  Saval  (RyS),  Robert  Schall- 
mann,  Alan  E Schmierer,  Greg  Seegert,  Kathy 
Sharum,  Brad  Sillasen,  James  P.  Smith,  Maggie 
L.  Smith,  Susan  E.  Smith,  Lea  Squires  (LSq), 
Trent  Stanley,  Bob  Steele,  Susan  L.  Steele,  Pa- 
tricia D.  Stern,  Douglas  G.  Stinson,  Mary  Beth 


Stowe,  Steve  Summers  (SSu),  Robert  Theri- 
ault, Peter  and  Millie  Thomas  (P  & MT),  Guy 
Tingos,  Bill  Tweit,  Philip  Unitt,  David  Vander 
Pluym,  Dennis  Vollmar,  Eric  Waian,  Ken 
Weaver,  Dave  Weber,  Douglas  R.  Willick  (Or- 
ange), John  C.  Wilson  (Kent),  Vicki  and  Ger- 
ry Wolfe  (V&GW),  Joe  Worley,  Thomas  E. 
Wurster,  Jerry  Zatorski,  Kevin  Zimmer.  An 
additional  40+  observers  who  could  not  be  in- 
dividually acknowledged  submitted  reports; 
all  have  our  thanks.  O 


Guy  McCaskie,  954  Grove  Avenue 

Imperial  Beach,  California  91932,,  (guymcc@pacbell.net) 

Kimball  L.  Garrett 

Natural  History  Museum  of  Los  Angeles  County 

900  Exposition  Boulevard,  Los  Angeles,  California  90007 

(kgarrett@nhm.org) 


This  cooperative  Worm-eating  Warbler  photographed  on  the  second  day 
of  its  18-19  October  2007  stay  at  Tamarisk  Camp  Ground  in  Anza  Borrego 
Desert  State  Park,  San  Diego  County  was  the  only  one  reported  this  fall. 
Photograph  by  Kenneth  2.  Kurland. 
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For  an  autumn  period,  coverage  was 
light  this  year,  particularly  offshore 
and  in  the  Colorado  Desert.  The  east- 
ern vagrant  passerines  that  are  such  a draw  at 
this  time  of  year  were  largely  absent,  especial- 
ly the  warblers.  There  was  still  magic.  On  8 
October,  observers  at  La  Bufadora,  on  the 
coast  just  south  of  Ensenada,  had  been  bird- 
ing  for  a couple  of  hours  and  seen  only  a lin- 
gering Scarlet  Tanager  for  excitement.  Then 
the  floodgates  opened  and  migrant  birds  be- 
gan to  appear  off  the  ocean.  Among  the  many 
White-crowned  Sparrows,  Oregon  Juncos, 
and  other  western  species  were  a Philadelphia 
Vireo,  Virginias  Warhler,  and  Hooded  War- 
bler. This  lasted  only  about  an  hour,  after 
which  most  of  the  new  arrivals  had  moved 
on.  On  the  same  day  in  northwestern  Baja 
California  Sur,  another  team  of  observers  had 
the  pleasure  of  hnding  three  first  state 
records,  and  not  a single  eastern  passerine 
among  them:  Harlequin  Duck,  Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper,  and  Inca  Dove.  Other  highlights 
from  Baja  California  Sur  included  Pacific 
Golden-Plover,  Ruff,  Swamp  Sparrow,  and 
nesting  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks.  Baja 
California  contributed  Blue-winged  Warbler, 
Painted  Redstart,  Hepatic  Tanagers,  and 
Painted  Bunting.  Contributions  to  eBird  from 
the  Region  are  beginning  to  increase  and  are 
providing  useful  counts,  particularly  of  wide- 
spread, common  species  (Table  1). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  TERNS 

Twelve  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  at  La- 
gunas de  Chametla  12-13  jul  (most  in  pairs; 
ph.  SGM)  were  followed  by  2 ads.  with  5 
chicks  17-21  Aug  (VA,  AG-A,  NA).  The  only 


other  confirmed  nesting  in  the  Region  was 
also  there  in  Sep  2004.  At  the  same  location, 
the  Ross’s  Goose  seen  in  Jan-Mar  2007  was 
found  dead  (for  at  least  one  week)  on  21  Aug 
(VA,  NA;  specimen  not  salvaged),  and  the  lin- 
gering Cackling  Goose  was  last  seen  17-25 
Aug  (NA  et  ah).  Mallards,  rare  s.  of  the  Cali- 
fornia District,  were  found  at  Guerrero  Negro 
22  Oct  (3,  MP)  and  Estero  San  Jose,  San  Jose 
del  Cabo  28  Nov  (female,  tJSF).  In  San  Diego 
County,  CA,  Ring-necked  Duck  “arrives 
rarely  as  early  as  late  Sep”  (San  Diego  County 
Bird  Atlas,  2004),  but  in  Baja  California,  the 
species  has  been  found  in  seven  of  the  last 
eight  Septembers.  This  year’s  bird  was  a male 
in  Ensenada  22  Sep  (MJB).  An  ad.  male  Har- 
lequin Duck  seemed  quite  at  home  among 
the  rocks  and  kelp  at  Pta.  Eugenia  8 Oct 
(RAE,  ph.  MJB,  MSM)  but  represented  Baja 
California  Sur’s  first  record  and  the  Region’s 
third.  One  or  2 Hooded  Mergansers  at  Guer- 
rero Negro  18  Nov  (ph.  KLG  et  al.)  were  the 
only  ones  reported. 

Unusual  away  from  the  open  ocean,  a 
Northern  Fulmar  was  on  Laguna  Guerrero 
Negro  26  Nov  (VA,  NA,  LM).  Since  2000,  es- 
timates of  10,000-15,000  Black-vented  Shear- 
waters have  come  from  several  locations  on 
the  nw.  coast  of  Baja  California,  all  in  Oct  and 
Nov.  This  year’s  highest  estimates  were  30,000 
off  Pta.  San  Jacinto  25  Nov  and  10,000  off 
Bahia  de  San  Quin  tin  5 Dec  (both  JSF).  Add 
Red-billed  Tropicbird  to  the  list  of  species  po- 
tentially prospecting  for  nesting  sites  at  Mid- 
dle Rock,  Is.  Los  Coronados.  On  22  Aug, 
Povey  found  one  flying  up  and  down  one  side 
of  the  rock.  “For  the  next  15  minutes,  it  made 
several  approaches  to  maybe  three  different 
spots.  Each  time  I thought  it  would  land,  it 
pulled  out  just  a foot  or  so  off  the  rock  and 
started  to  circle  again.” 

An  American  Bittern  was  at  Laguna  Ojo  de 
Libre  25  Oct  (VA);  the  two  other  reports  from 
Baja  California  Sur  this  decade  were  also  from 
Oct.  Two  “southern”  herons  were  found  in 
the  far  nw.  on  26  Aug:  an  ad.  Tricolored 
Heron  at  La  Salina  and  an  ad.  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  at  Real  del  Mar  (ph.  MJB,  PG, 
WTH).  Apart  from  summer  mountain  reports 
last  century,  a Sharp-shinned  Hawk  in  Ense- 
nada 2 Sep  (EDZ-H)  was  more  than  two 
weeks  earlier  than  any  other  Regional  report. 
A Zone-tailed  Hawk  near  Cabo  Pulmo  11  Aug 
(ALN)  was  apparently  the  first  state  record  for 
that  month,  but  follows  the  report  of  2 birds 
in  the  Cape  District  in  Jul  2006. 

A Pacific  Golden-Plover  at  the  Guerrero 
Negro  saltworks  (Salitrales)  29-31  Oct  (ph. 
NC,  tMP  et  al.)  was  the  3rd  to  be  recorded  in 
Baja  California  Sur,  all  in  the  extreme  nw.  part 
of  the  state.  American  Golden-Plovers  report- 


Baja California  Sur's  first  Harlequin  Duck  was  this  adult 
male  at  Punta  Eugenia  on  8 October  2007.  It  was  one  of 
three  first  state  records  found  on  the  Vizcaino  Peninsula 
that  day.  Photograph  by  Mark  J.  Billings. 


Juvenile  Pacific  Golden-Plover  at  the  Guerrero  Negro  salt- 
works 30  October  2007.  One  of  two  previous  Baja  California 
Sur  records  was  also  documented  by  photograph,  but  no 
images  were  ever  published.  Photograph  by  Nigel  Clark. 


Juvenile  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  on  the  beach  at  Bahia 
Asuncion,  8 October  2007;  the  first  to  be  recorded  in  Baja 
California  Sur.  Photograph  by  Mark  J.  Billings. 


ed  from  the  same  area  in  Nov  and  Dec  were 
not  documented.  Note  that  because  of  chang- 
ing notions  of  the  status  of  these  two  species 
in  w.  North  America,  all  records  of  the  latter 
in  California  are  now  reviewed  by  the  Califor- 
nia Bird  Records  Committee.  Rare  sandpipers 
seen  included  a Solitary  on  the  Maneadero 
Plain  3 Oct  (RAE,  ph.  MJB),  3 Baird’s  in  Baja 
California  27  Aug-29  Oct  (ph.,  tMJB  et  ah), 
and  2 Pectorals  at  the  Rio  del  Rosario  estuary 
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This  immature  maie  Blue-winged  Warbler  was  found  in  "lerpy" 

The  date  range  established  by  the  Region's  three  records  (23  August,  23  September,  IS  October)  exceeds  that  for  California's 
14  fall  records  through  2006: 31  August  through  4 October.  Photographs  by  Mark  J.  Billings. 


This  Grasshopper  Sparrow  was  photographed  on  the  Manead- 
ero  Plain,  Baja  California  on  6 October  2007.  In  Baja  Califor- 
nia, this  species  is  a rare  summer  breeder,  probably  a rare 
winter  resident,  and  a rare  migrant;  but  there  are  no  previous 
records  supported  by  specimen  or  published  photograph.  Al- 
though recorded  at  this  location  at  all  seasons,  this  individual 
was  most  likely  a migrant.  Photograph  by  Mark  J.  Billings. 


Sharing  the  beach  at  Bahia  Asuncion  on  8 October  2007  was 
this  juvenile  male  Ruff,  the  fourth  to  be  recorded  in  Baja 
California  Sur.  Photograph  by  Mark  J.  Billings. 


10  Oct  (MJB,  MSM).  The  rarest  shorebirds 
were  together  on  the  beach  at  Bahia  Asuncion 
on  8 Oct  (ph.  MJB,  RAE,  MSM):  the  Region’s 
2nd  and  Baja  California  Sur’s  first  Buff-breast- 
ed Sandpiper  and  the  state’s  4th  Ruff.  In  rela- 
tion to  San  Diego  County  birds,  a juv.  Gull- 
billed Tern  at  Playas  de  Tijuana  12  Aug  was 
late  (MJB). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  Inca  Dove  was  seen  well,  briefly,  at  Bahia 
Asuncion  8 Oct  (tMJB,  tRAE,  MSM).  This 
species  is  undergoing  an  impressive  range  ex- 
pansion, but  previous  reports  from  Baja  Cali- 
fornia Sur  are  considered  inadequately  docu- 
mented. Burrowing  Owls  are  declining 
throughout  much  of  North  America;  one  at 
Estero  San  Jose,  San  Jose  del  Cabo  29  Nov 
OSE,  RE)  was  of  great  interest.  Eduardo  Pala- 
cios et  al.  {Western  Birds  31:  89-99)  summa- 
rized records  from  15  locations  in  Baja  Cali- 
fornia Sur,  but  birds  were  seen  at  only  six  sites 
after  1980.  Since  North  American  Birds  report- 
ing began  in  2000,  we  have  received  no  other 
report  s.  of  Guerrero  Negro.  Lewis’s  Wood- 
peckers were  seen  at  Laguna  Hanson  in  late 
Oct  (GDLG)  and  El  Rosario  29-30  Oct  (one; 
RAE,  ph.,  tMJB;  ph.  MS).  The  male  Downy 
Woodpecker  found  near  Tecate  in  Mar  re- 


Table  1 . Maximum  estimates  of  selected  species  at  the  Guerrero  Negro  saltworks  (primarily  Salitrales  and  nearby  ponds  early 
in  the  salt  concentration  cycle),  23-31  Oct  2007.  Estimates  made  by  Mark  Peck  et  al.  while  studying  Red  Knots  for  Brian  Har- 
rington and  Roberto  Carmona.  Data  provided  by  M.  J.  lliff/eBird. 


Species 

Number 

Species 

Number 

Eared  Grebe 

11,000 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

350 

Clark's  Grebe 

5 

Willet 

800 

American  White  Pelican 

800 

Whimbrel 

30 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

3000 

Long-billed  Curlew 

2000 

Great  Blue  Heron 

100 

Marbled  Godwit 

12,000 

Great  Egret 

150 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

250 

Snowy  Egret 

200 

Surfbird 

1 

Little  Blue  Heron 

100 

Red  Knot 

2300 

Tricoiored  Heron 

50 

Sanderling 

200 

Reddish  Egret 

350 

Western  Sandpiper 

30,000 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

200 

Least  Sandpiper 

200 

Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron 

50 

Dunlin 

8000 

White  Ibis 

2 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

8000 

Turkey  Vulture 

200 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 

2 

Osprey 

50 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

15,000 

Northern  Harrier 

4 

Ring-billed  Gull 

50 

Ferruginous  Hawk 

1 

Herring  Gull 

30 

Merlin 

2 

Western  Gull 

500 

Peregrine  Falcon 

10 

Caspian  Tern 

60 

Prairie  Falcon 

1 

Black  Tern 

500 

Black-bellied  Plover 

4000 

Forster's  Tern 

3000 

Snowy  Plover 

40 

Royal  Tern 

250 

Wilson's  Plover 

5 

Black  Skimmer 

400 

Semipalmated  Plover 

100 

Common  Raven 

30 

American  Oystercatcher 

33 

Horned  Lark 

2000 

Black  Oystercatcher 

2 

Tree  Swallow 

100 

Black-necked  Stilt 

70 

Savannah  Sparrow 

300 

American  Avocet 

850 
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tremely  dry  conditions  in  natural  habitats. 
Late  migrants  (or  possibly  wintering  birds) 
included  a Northern  Waterthrush  at  Mision 
San  Fernando  29  Oct  (ph.  MJB,  RAE,  ph.  MS) 
and  one  or  2 MacGillivray’s  Warblers  at  El 
Rosario  29-30  Oct  (MS,  MJB,  RAE).  • 

Like  the  vireos,  tanagers  were  well  repre- 
sented in  this  otherwise  poor  year  for  va- 
grants. Female  Hepatics  were  at  El  Rosario 
10-29  Oct  (RAE,  ph.  MJB  et  al.)  and  Las  Ani- 
mas 28  Oct  (ph.  MJB,  RAE,  ph.  MS);  10  or  11 
Summers  were  distributed  from  Guerrero  Ne- 
gro northward;  and  female  Scarlets  were  at  ha. 
Bufadora  3-8  Oct  (ph.  RAE  et  al),  Bahia  de 
Los  Angeles  15  Oct  (MR  GF),  and  Rancho  El 
Descanso  29  Oct  (RAE,  ph.  MJB,  ph.  MS).  A 
male  Spotted  Towhee  at  Catavina  29  Oct 
(RAE,  MS)  was  the  first  found  in  the  Vizcaino 
Desert  since  2003.  By  contrast,  no  Clay-col- 
ored Sparrows  were  found  n.  of  El  Rosario. 
Grasshopper  Sparrows  are  rarely  found  in  mi- 
gration in  the  Region,  so  individuals  at  the 
Maneadero  Plain  6 Oct  and  El  Rosario  7 Oct 
(both  RAE,  ph.  MJB,  MSM)  were  noteworthy. 
A Swamp  Sparrow  at  Estero  San  Jose,  San  Jose 
del  Cabo  29  Nov  OSF,  RF)  was  the  4th  or  5th 
to  be  found  in  Baja  California  Sur.  Rounding 
out  the  rare  emberizids  were  a Pink-sided 
Junco  at  Bahia  de  Los  Angeles  29  Oct  (MF,  ph. 
GF),  a Gray-headed  Junco  at  El  Sauzal  10  Oct 
(MSM),  a Lapland  Longspur  at  Cantamar  22 
Oct  (RAE),  and  Chestnut-collared  Longspurs 
at  La  Mision  22  Oct  (RAE)  and  Rancho  El 
Aguila  29  Oct  (2;  ph.  MS,  ph.  MJB,  RAE). 


Because  of  the  species'  abundance  in  captivity,  records  of  Painted 
Bunting  in  the  three  Californias  are  not  easy  to  evaluate.  This  bird  at  El 
Rosario,  Baja  (middle)  California  en  7 October  2007  lacked  a tail  but 
combined  "perfect"  date  and  place,  far  removed  from  population  cen- 
ters. Hone  of  five  or  six  presumed  wild  birds  recorded  previously  in  the 
state  was  photographically  decumented.  Photograph  by  Mark  J.  Billings. 

In  keeping  with  the  season’s  theme,  no 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  or  Dickcissels  were 
found,  and  the  only  Indigo  Bunting  was  a fe- 
male at  Bahia  de  Los  Angeles  18  Nov  (KLG, 
MF,  GF).  A green  Painted  Bunting  at  El  Rosario 
7 Oct  (RAE,  ph.  MJB,  MSM)  was  the  first  to  be 
photographically  documented  in  Baja  Califor- 


American  and  Painted  Redstarts  are  documented  by  specimen  in  Baja  California  Sur  but  not  in  Baja  California,  and  remark- 
ably, no  photographs  have  been  published  of  either  species  from  the  northern  state.  American  Redstarts  are  regular  in  Baja 
California  at  places  such  as  Ei  Rosario,  where  this  adult  male  (left)  was  photographed  on  30  October  2007.  The  state's  sixth 
Painted  Redstart  (right)  was  this  bird  at  Santo  Tomas  3 October  2007.  Photographs  byMattSadowski  (feftj  andMarkl  Billings 
(right). 


fadora  8 Oct,  tKAR,  DJP),  3 Red-eyeds  (Bahia 
Tortugas  8 Oct,  RAE,  MJB,  MSM;  Rancho  San 
Jose  de  Castro  8-9  Oct,  ph.  MJB,  RAE,  MSM;  El 
Sauzal  16  Oct,  MJB,  PAG),  and  a Yellow-green 
(La  Bufadora  9 Oct,  tKAR,  DJP).  The  only 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  found  were  in  the 
Vizcaino  Desert,  at  Bahia  de  Los  Angeles  8 Oct 
(MF,  ph.  GF)  and  Catavina  29  Oct  (ph.  MJB, 
RAE,  ph.  MS).  Several  thrushes  were  also 
found  in  the  Vizcaino  Desert,  s.  of  their  usual 
haunts:  5 apparent  annabellae  Western  Blue- 
birds at  Santa  Ines  29  Oct  (ph.  MJB,  RAE),  a 
Mountain  Bluebird  at  Rancho  El  Aguila  29  Oct 
(ph.  MJB,  RAE),  and  a Townsend’s  Solitaire  at 
Bahia  de  Los  Angeles  1 Nov  (MF,  ph.  GF). 
Swainson’s  Thrushes  are  surprisingly  regular 
in  the  Region  in  late  Oct.  This  year,  7 were 
seen  between  El  Rosario  and  Guerrero 
Negro  24-30  Oct.  Single  Varied 
Thrushes  were  at  El  Rosario  7 Oct 
(RAE,  ph.  MJB,  MSM)  and  Guerrero 
Negro  19  Nov  (KLG  et  al). 

Warbler  power  sputtered  this  sea- 
son, as  most  eastern  species  were 
recorded  in  low  numbers:  Tennessee 
(2  in  Baja  California,  2 or  3 in  Baja 
California  Sur),  Virginia’s  (2,  0), 
Chestnut-sided  (2,  0),  Black- throated 
Blue  (1,  0),  Palm  (8,  0),  Blackpoll  (7, 

2),  and  Hooded  (1,0).  Lucy’s,  North- 
ern Parula,  Magnolia,  Black-throated 
Green,  Blackburnian,  Prairie,  and 
Ovenbird  were  unrecorded  altogeth- 
er. Still  there  were  exceptional  sight- 
ings: an  imm.  male  Blue-winged  War- 
bler at  Las  Animas  15  Oct  (ph.  MJB, 
tPAG),  the  3rd  for  Baja  California 
and  the  Region  (first  photographically  docu- 
mented); and  a Painted  Redstart  at  the  Santo 
Tomas  Winery  3 Oct  (ph.  MJB).  Seemingly 
higher  numbers  of  western  warblers  (e.g., 
Nashville,  Black-throated  Gray,  Hermit)  at  the 
unnatural  “vagrant  traps”  frequented  by  bird- 
ers may  have  been  a reflection  of  the  ex- 


mained through  the  summer  and  fall  OS). 

In  contrast  to  fall  2006,  when  the  only  Wil- 
low Flycatcher  was  seen  in  the  Cape  District, 
11  birds  27  Aug-29  Oct  this  year  were  re- 
stricted to  the  n.  half  of  the  peninsula.  Among 
the  other  Empidonax  flycatchers,  a Ham- 
mond’s was  at  Real  del  Mar  3 Oct  (MJB),  a 
Dusky  was  at  Las  Animas  (i.e.,  Las  Canadas) 


This  female  Hepatic  Tanager  at  Las  Animas,  Baja  California 
28  October  2007  was  one  of  two  found  in  the  state  this  sea- 
son. Photograph  by  Matt  Sadowski. 

28  Oct  (RAE),  and  a late  Pacific-slope  was  at 
Guerrero  Negro  18-19  Nov  (KLG);  but  Least 
went  unrecorded  for  the  2nd  consecutive 
year.  Other  notable  flycatchers  included  East- 
ern Phoebes  at  Mision  San  Fernando  29  Oct 
(ph.  MS)  and  El  Rosario  30  Oct  (ph.  MS, 
MJB),  5 Tropical  Kingbirds  2-16  Oct  from  the 
Vizcaino  Peninsula  northward,  and  a late 
Western  Kingbird  near  Colonet  25  Nov  QSF). 

Vireos  held  their  own  in  this  poor  season  for 
traditional  vagrants.  Outside  the  Cape  District, 
one  Plumbeous  and  2 Cassin’s  compared  to  a 
nine-day  pulse  of  one  Philadelphia  (La  Bu- 
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This  female  Bronzed  Cowbird  photographed  on  the 
Maneadero  Plain  28  October  2007  marked  the  fourth  record 
for  the  California  District  of  Baja  California;  the  species  is 
extremely  rare  on  the  coastal  slope  of  adjacent  California. 
Photograph  byMattSadowski. 


nia.  The  only  Bobolink  seen  was  at  a tradition- 
al location;  Villa  Jesus  Maria  7 Oct  (RAE, 
MJB).  A female  Bronzed  Cowbird  on  the 
Maneadero  Plain  28  Oct  (RAE,  ph.  MJB,  ph. 
MS)  established  the  4th  record  for  the  Califor- 
nia District,  all  but  one  in  Oct  and  all  but  one 
from  this  location.  El  Rosario  was  host  to  the 
only  unusual  orioles,  an  Orchard  (ph.  MJB, 
RAE,  MSM)  and  a Baltimore  (RAE,  MSM), 
both  females  on  10  Oct.  For  the  2nd  consecu- 
tive year,  Bullock’s  Oriole  was  unrecorded  s.  of 
the  California  District.  In  the  Vizcaino  Desert, 
Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  were  noted  at  Bahia  de 
Los  Angeles  between  3 Oct  and  29  Nov,  with  a 
maximum  of  9 on  the  last  date  (ME,  GF). 

Contributors:  Nallely  Arce  (NA),  Natasha 
Atkins,  Victor  Ayala,  Mark  J.  Billings,  Roberto 
Carmona,  Nigel  Clark,  Gonzalo  De  Leon 
Giron,  Claude  G.  Edwards,  Richard  A.  Erick- 
son, Jonathan  S.  Feenstra,  George  Flicker, 
Mary  Flicker,  Robert  Fogg,  Peter  A.  Gaede, 
Kimball  L.  Garrett,  Peter  Ginsburg,  Antonio 
Gutierrez-Aguilar,  Tom  Haglund,  Robert  A. 


Hamilton,  Brian  Harrington,  W.  Terry  Hune- 
feld,  Marshall  J.  Iliff,  Andres  Lira  Noriega, 
Luis  Mendoza,  Fabiola  Molina,  John  A.  Mor- 
gan, Eduardo  Palacios,  Mark  Peck,  David  W. 
Povey,  David  J.  Powell,  Cindy  Radamaker, 
Kurt  A.  Radamaker,  Matt  Sadowski,  Mike  San 
Miguel,  Joe  Sweeney,  Art  Taylor,  Enrique  D. 
Zamora-Hernandez.  © 
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NORTHERN  MEXICO 

LOONS  THROUGH  OWLS 

A large  group  of  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  and  a small  group  of  Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks  was  seen  in  a raw  sewage 
pond  on  the  Nazas  R.  between  the  cities  of 
Torrebn,  Coah.  and  Gomez  Palacio,  Dgo.  26 
Aug  and  1 Sep  (RLL,  EVP).  A well-described 
Cook’s  Petrel  was  reported  flying  over  the  Rio 
Fuerte  just  below  Rio  Vista  Lodge,  Sin.  5 Sep, 
immediately  following  Hurricane  Henrietta 
(TS,  MV).  An  imm.  Red-footed  Booby  was 
seen  among  dozens  of  Blue-footed  Boobies  at 
the  outlet  of  Topolobampo  Bay,  Sin.  13  Aug 
(RT,  DM) — probably  only  the  3rd  recorded 
from  the  n.  Sea  of  Cortez  (the  other  records 
being  one  in  Sep  1997  from  a research  vessel, 
and  a brown-morph  ad.  observed  by  Jack 
Whetstone  about  8 km  n.  of  Isla  San  Jorge 
near  Puerto  Penasco,  Son.  10  Nov  1997,  per 
Steve  Ganley). 

An  ad.  Solitary  Eagle  was  at  Alta  Cima, 
Tamps.  7 Sep  (BG).  On  2 Aug,  an  ad.  Gray 
Hawk  was  seen  in  a pecan  tree  near  the  town 
of  Nazas,  Dgo.,  upstream  from  the  Francisco 
Zarco  dam  (RLL,  EVP).  Two  Gray  Hawks 


were  seen  very  close  to  each  other  on  the 
Canon  de  Fernandez  S.P.,  Dgo.  on  the  Nazas 
R.  26  Aug  (RLL,  AVJ,  WB,  EVP).  A Least 
Sandpiper  was  in  the  sewage  pond  between 
Torreon  and  Gomez  Palacio  26  Aug,  the  earli- 
est date  for  this  species  in  the  subregion  since 
1984  (RLL,  EVP).  On  4 Nov,  the  earliest 
sighting  of  Red-shouldered  Hawk  came  from 
Canon  de  Fernandez  S.P.  (RLL,  WB,  EVP);  the 
species  has  spent  at  least  the  past  three  win- 
ters there.  Two  ad.  and  3 juv.  Northern 
Jaganas  were  at  El  Charay,  Sin.  13  Aug;  this 
species  has  been  recorded  in  this  area  regular- 
ly at  least  since  1991  (RT).  Three  Buff-breast- 


ed Sandpipers  were  about  60  km  s.  of 
Brownsville,  Texas  7 Sep  (BG).  A Stilt  Sand- 
piper was  on  the  abandoned  salt  flats  se.  of 
Isla  Maria  Madre,  Nay.  1 Oct  (ph.  EIE).  A 
Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was  seen  22  km  w.  of 
Durango,  Dgo.  22  Aug  (OJ,  MB,  LD,  CW).  A 
Stygian  Owl  was  found  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Instituto  Tecnologico  de  Ciudad  Victoria  in 
Ciudad  Victoria,  Tamps.  25  Jun  (ph.  AOR), 

HUMMINGBIRDS 
THROUGH  FINCHES 

A male  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was 
seen  in  La  Isla,  Dgo.,  downstream  from  the 
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Canon  cle  Fernandez  S.P.,  2 Sep  (RLL,  FVP, 
RLL).  A Mountain  Trogon  was  at  Mesa  Com- 
panero,  Son.  1 Sep  (ph.  KR,  DP).  A Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo  was  seen  in  a willow  and 
mesquite  patch  in  Canon  de  Fernandez  S.P 
26  Aug  (RLL,  WB,  FVP);  another  was  in  La 
Isla  2 Sep  (RLL,  FVP,  RLL).  Two  Groove- 
billed Anis  were  seen  in  thick  brush  in  La  Isla 
2 Sep,  the  2nd  record  of  this  species  in  the 
area  (RLL,  FVP,  RLL).  Four  Green  Jays,  in- 
cluding a juv.,  were  seen  in  Canon  de  Fernan- 
dez S.P.  for  the  3rd  consecutive  year  26  Aug 
(RLL,  AVJ,  WB,  FVP).  A Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  was  at  Puerto  Penasco,  Son.  14  Oct 
(ME);  another  was  at  Cholla  Bay,  Son.  21  Oct 
QT,  ph.  AS),  coinciding  with  this  fall’s  irrup- 
tion through  much  of  the  Lower  48  United 
States.  A Swainson’s  Thrush  was  found  at  Par- 
que  Sinaloa,  Los  Mochis,  Sin.  6 Oct  (BG).  A 
female  Aztec  Thrush  was  taking  food  to  a juv. 
at  Mesa  Companero  1 Sep  (ph.  KR,  DP).  A 
singing  Fan-tailed  Warbler  was  in  Son.  at  km 
196  on  Hwy.  16  on  2 Sep,  apparently  a late 
date  (KR,  DP). 

A Grayish  Saltator  was  recorded  between 
Los  Mochis  and  El  Fuerte,  Sin.  14  Aug;  this 
species  has  been  recorded  in  this  area  regular- 
ly at  least  since  1991  (RT).  Records  of  Cinna- 
mon-rumped  Seedeaters  from  n.  Sin.  (where 
they  have  been  since  1996)  are  as  follows: 
several  at  Sinaloa  Park  in  Los  Mochis  13  Aug; 
a pair  in  the  marshy  area  at  the  Balneario  near 


This  Red-footed  Booby  seemed  very  out  of  place  among  a 
group  of  low-flying  Turkey  Vultures  near  La  Ventosa,  Oaxaca 
18  October  2007.  Photograph  by  Amy  McAndrews. 


Charay  14  Aug;  and  an  ad.  male  feeding  an 
imm.,  plus  one  other  bird  (female  or  imm.), 
in  an  arroyo  on  the  edge  of  town  at  El  Fuerte 
14  Aug  (RT).  Around  6 Montezuma  Oropen- 
dolas  were  near  El  Sabinito,  5 km  w.  of  El 
Naranjo,  S.L.P.,  and  another  was  near  El  Salto, 
S.L.P  16  Nov  (RB). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
William  Beaty,  Robert  Behrstock,  Matt  Brady, 
Luke  DeCicco,  Brian  Gibbons,  Eduardo  Ini- 
go-Elias,  Oscar  Johnson,  Refugio  Loya  Loya, 
David  MacKay,  Aldo  Ortiz  Reyes,  Dave  Pow- 


ell, Kurt  Radamaker,  Audrae  Smith,  Thomas 
Staudt,  Rick  Taylor,  Jolan  Truan,  Francisco 
Valdes  Peresgasga,  Alfredo  Villalobos 
Jauregui,  Maria  Voris,  Charlie  Wright. 

CENTRAL  MEXICO 


DUCKS THROUGH  TOUCANS 

A pair  and  a single  Muscovy  Duck  were  along 
Rio  Tonto,  Ver.  9-10  Aug  (AM,  KSH,  HYH). 
Eight  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  and  a 
juv.  Double-crested  Cormorant  were  at  Mi- 
radores  Lagoon  26  Aug  (EH,  AM,  JM).  A 
Roseate  Spoonbill  was  at  Presa  El  Conejo 
near  Irapuato,  Gto.  14  Oct  (LHA).  A total  of 
4,644,822  raptors  were  counted  this  fall  in 
897.08  observer-hours  in  Cardel  and  Chichi- 
caxtle  during  the  Veracruz  River  of  Raptors; 
this  number  is  higher  than  last  fall’s  count  but 
is  the  second  lowest  since  fall  2002.  The  ear- 
liest Osprey  recorded  in  D.E  was  one  at  Par- 
que  Ecoldgico  Xochimilco  20  Aug  (GdO).  An 
ad.  Cooper’s  Hawk  was  seen  14  Sep  at  Parque 
el  Haya,  Xalapa  (AM,  JM).  A pair  of  hunting 
Aplomado  Falcons  and  2 early  Peregrine  Fal- 
cons were  observed  near  Miradores  Lagoon 
26  Aug  (EH,  AM,  JM).  Two  Peregrines  were 
soaring  relatively  low  over  the  buildings  at 
Viaducto  and  Adolfo  Prieto,  D.E  19  Oct,  and 
one  was  seen  nearby  at  Xola  and  Avenida 
Coyoacan  20  Nov  (HGdS). 

A King  Rail  was  in  the  freshwater  marshes 
near  Cruz  de  Loreto,  Jal.  12  Nov  (BG).  A 
Western  Screech-Owl  was  in  Parque  Ecoldgi- 
co Xochimilco  18  Oct  (ER).  Twelve  and  7 
Great  Swallow-tailed  Swifts  were  near  El  Tu- 
ito,  Jal.  11  & 17  Nov,  respectively  (BG).  A 
Berylline  Hummingbird  at  2800  m at  Parque 
Ecoldgico  de  la  Ciudad  de  Mexico,  D.E  27 
Nov  (HGdS,  MPV,  SS,  RS)  was  higher  than  the 
elevation  reported  in  Howell  & Webb  (1995). 
A Collared  Ara^ari  discovered  30  Sep  at  Par- 
que el  Haya,  Xalapa  was  out  of  normal  range 
(AM,JM). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Gray-breasted  Woodpecker  between 
Nicolas  Bravo  and  Azumbilla,  Pue.  was  n.  of 
normal  range  (AM,  KSH,  HYH).  Single  Yel- 


low-olive Flycatchers  seen  18  Sep,  2 Oct,  3 
Oct,  and  18  Nov,  a pair  24  Nov,  and  3 on  25 
Aug  at  Parque  el  Haya,  Xalapa  were  n.  of  nor- 
mal range  (AM,  JM).  An  Eastern  Phoebe  was 
s.  of  its  usual  range  at  Acayucan,  Ver.  16  Nov 
(MDC),  and  one  was  w.  near  El  Tuito^Jal.  8 


Nov  (BG).  A Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher 
heard  vocalizing  several  times  at  Parque  el 
Haya,  Xalapa  24  Nov  was  late  (AM,  JM).  A 
Scissor- tailed  Flycatcher  was  near  Cruz  de 
Loreto,  Jal.  12  Nov,  perhaps  the  same  individ- 
ual as  seen  the  previous  Feb  (BG).  Fourteen 
Black-crested  Titmice  and  11  Rufous-naped 
Wrens  at  Miradores  Lagoon  26  Aug  were  out 
of  range  (EH,  AM,  JM). 

A European  Starling  was  seen  just  w.  of 
Perote,  Ver.  6 Aug  (AM,  KSH,  HYH).  Two 
Blue  Mockingbirds  were  heard  at  Parque 


This  Roseate  Spoonbill  at  Presa  El  Conejo  near  Irapuato, 
Guanajuato  14  October  2007  may  constitute  the  first  record 
for  the  state  of  a species  rare  in  the  Central  Plateau.  Photo- 
graph by  Leone!  Herrera  Alsina. 

Ecoldgico  de  la  Ciudad  de  Mexico  27  Nov 
(HGdS,  MPV,  SS,  RS).  Six  Ocellated  Thrash- 
ers and  3 Dwarf  Vireos  discovered  7 Aug  be- 
tween Nicolas  Bravo  and  Azumbilla  were  n.  of 
normal  range  (AM,  KSH,  HYH).  A Blue-head- 
ed Vireo,  4 Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers,  a Gray 
Catbird,  a Northern  Parula,  a Black-throated 
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Green  Warbler,  and  a Baltimore  Oriole  at 
Macuiltepetl  Park  in  Xalapa,  Ver.  18  Aug  were 
all  early  arrivals  (EH,  AM,  JM,  HYH).  Single 
Philadephia  Vireos  seen  15  & 24  Nov  at  Par- 
que  el  Haya,  Xalapa  were  either  late  migrants 
or  overwintering  well  out  of  normal  range 
(AM,  JM,  ph).  Up  to  10  ad.  and  imm.  Violet- 
green  Swallows  were  at  San  Bernandino  Lagu- 
nas, Pue.  6 Aug,  and  14  were  between  Nicolas 
Bravo  and  Azumbilla  7 Aug  (AM,  KSH,  HYH). 
A single  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  on  19  Aug 
and  4 on  25  Aug  at  Parque  el  Haya,  Xalapa, 
and  13  at  Miradores  Lagoon  26  Aug  were 
slightly  early  arrivals  (AM,  JM). 

A Prothonotary  Warbler  discovered  2 Oct 
at  Parque  el  Haya,  Xalapa  was  well  above  nor- 
mal elevation  (AM,  JM).  A Colima  Warbler 
was  mist-netted  at  Parque  Ecologico  de  la 
Ciudad  de  Mexico  27  Nov  (HGdS,  MPV,  SS, 
RS)  Six  Buff-throated  Saltators,  including  2 
juvs.  fed  by  ads.,  just  w.  of  Coatepec  1 Sep 
were  n.  of  normal  range  (LHA,  AM;  JM).  Sin- 
gle Montezuma  Oropendolas  encountered  15 


Documenting  the  rapid  spread  of  Eurasian  Coilared-Doves  in 
Mexico  were  singles  at  La  Venta,  Oaxaca  on  9 and  1 1 (here) 
October  2007,  the  first  decumented  by  photographs  in  the 
state  of  Oaxaca.  Phetogmph  by  MmmI  Crmsekt. 

& 25  Nov  at  Parque  el  Haya,  Xalapa  were 
above  normal  elevation  (AM,  JM).  Five  Less- 
er Goldfinches  near  Miradores  Lagoon  26 
Aug  and  a pair  seen  with  young  late 
Aug-early  Sep  at  Parque  el  Haya,  Xalapa  were 
out  of  normal  range  (AM,  JM).  Three  female 
Cassin’s  Finches  were  near  the  cabins  at  3300 
m in  the  Parque  Nacional  Nevado  de  Colima 
14  Nov  (BG). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Michael  D.  Carmody,  Gerardo  del  Olmo,  Bri- 
an Gibbons,  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva,  Eric 
Hernandez,  Leonel  Herrera  Alsina,  Juan 
Martinez  Gomez,  Amy  McAndrews,  Jorge 
Montejo,  Monica  Perez  Villafana,  Emilio 
Roldan,  Saul  Saldana,  Ricardo  Soto,  Karlo 
Soto  Huerta,  Habacuc  Ychante  Huerta.  Un- 
credited observations  are  by  Jorge  Montejo 
and  Amy  McAndrews. 


BOOBIES  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

A Red-footed  Booby  migrating  with  a low-fly- 
ing line  of  Turkey  Vultures  18  Oct  just  sw.  of 
La  Ventosa,  Oax.  was  well  inland  (AM,  JM, 
ph.).  Two,  61,  2,  and  6 Brown  Pelicans  seen 
19  Sep,  and  20,  22,  & 25  Oct,  respectively, 
just  w.  of  La  Ventosa  were  presumably  mi- 
grating across  the  Isthmus  (AM,  JM).  Two 
Double-crested  Cormorants  were  just  sw.  of 
La  Ventosa  18  Oct  (AM,  JM).  A total  of  87 
Magnificent  Frigatebirds  and  4486  Wood 
Stork  were  observed  just  w.  of  La  Ventosa  be- 
tween 16  Sep  and  10  Nov,  presumably  mi- 
grating through  the  Isthmus  (AM,  JM).  Two 
ad.  & an  imm.  White  Ibis  were  near  Tuxtepec, 
Oax.  13  Aug  (AAR,  AM). 

A Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  observed  flying 
southward  near  Tuxtepec  12  Aug  (AAR,  AGG, 
AM),  and  another  was  just  sw.  of  La  Ventosa 

18  Oct  (AM,  JM,  ph.).  Five  Sharp-shinned 
and  10  Cooper’s  Hawks  seen  w.  of  La  Ventosa 
between  23  and  27  Sep  were  slightly  early 
(AM,  JM).  An  ad.  Solitary  Eagle  was  found 
circling  high  over  Sierra  de  Tolistoque,  Oax. 
10  Nov  (AM,  JM).  An  ad.  Black  Hawk-Eagle 
seen  9 Aug  near  Sta.  Maria,  Chis.  was  above 
normal  elevation  (JM).  Seventeen  American 
Kestrels  counted  just  w.  of  La  Ventosa  be- 
tween 20  and  29  Sep  were  slightly  early  (AM, 
JM).  An  Aplomado  Falcon  was  seen  near  Tux- 
tepec 12  Aug  (AAR,  LCA,  AGG,  AM,  KSH, 
HYH),  and  single  birds  were  noted  16,  18,  & 

19  Oct  just  sw.  of  La  Ventosa  (AM,JM).  Up  to 
46  Red  Knots  were  discovered  at  Sta.  Maria 
Xadani,  Oax.  on  Laguna  Superior  12  Nov 
(AM,JM). 

Single  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  at  La 
Venta  9 & 11  Oct  (ph.  MG),  and  120  were  re- 
ported there  10  Oct  (BVB).  Around  30  pairs 
of  Military  Macaws  and  a nestling  were  seen 
near  Santa  Maria  Tecomavaca,  Oax.  28  Jul 
(LT,  RS,  m.ob.).  Single  Rufous-tailed  Hum- 
mingbirds were  seen  28  Oct  just  sw.  of  La 
Ventosa  (AM)  and  11  Nov  just  nw.  of  La  Ven- 
ta, Oax.  (AM,  JM).  A male  White-necked  Ja- 
cobin in  the  arid/humid  transition  zone  5 km 
n.  of  Ocozocoautla,  Chis.  28  Nov  was  at  the 
high  elevation  of  1025  m (MDC).  A Black- 
banded  Woodcreeper — a species  extremely 
rare  in  Mexico — was  with  a mixed  species 


flock  in  Lagos  de  Montebello  N.P.  30  Nov 
(MDC).  An  Eastern  Phoebe  was  near  Tolis- 
toque 3 Nov  (AM,  JM,  ph.).  A Fork-tailed  Fly- 
catcher seen  19  Sep  just  sw.  of  La  Ventosa  was 
out  of  normal  range  (AM,  JM). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

A Philadelphia  Vireo  was  observed  17  Oct 
just  sw.  of  La  Ventosa  (AM,  JM,  ph.).  Two 
Slaty  Vireos  were  seen  about  10  km  above  La 
Soledad,  Oax.  11  Nov  (MDC).  A Rufous- 
browed  Peppershrike  was  heard  singing  con- 
stantly 24-26  Oct  w.  of  La  Ventosa  (AM,  JM). 
A single  Tree  Swallow  seen  11  Nov  and  a pair 
12  Nov  at  Sta.  Maria  Xadani  on  Laguna  Supe- 
rior were  out  of  normal  range  (AM,  JM). 


This  Red-hreasted  Nuthatch  at  Cholla  Bay,  Sonora  21  Octo- 
ber 2007  was  part  of  a southward  irruption  of  this  species 
that  spanned  the  continent.  Photograph  byAudme  Smith. 


Small  flocks  of  Mangrove  Swallows  were  ob- 
served migrating  with  other  swallows  ear- 
ly-mid-Oct  just  sw.  of  La  Ventosa  (AM,  JM). 
Hundreds  of  Violet-green,  3 Tree,  and  15  Cliff 
Swallows  were  observed  migrating  at  Safina 
Cruz,  Oax.  13  Nov  (AM,  JM,  ph.).  A South- 
ern House  Wren  was  well  seen  23  Oct  just  sw. 
of  La  Ventosa  (AM).  A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
near  Lagunas  del  Cofre,  Chis.  10  Aug  was  an 
early  winter  arrival  OM)-  Up  to  6 Clay-col- 
ored Robins  were  seen  daily  from  19  Sep-14 
Nov  around  La  Ventosa  (AM,  JM). 
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A Blackpoll  Warbler  mist-netted  25  October  2007  at  La  Venta  provides  one  of  very 
few  recorded  outside  of  the  Yucatan  Peninsula.  Photograph  by  Manuel  Crosselet. 


A Townsend’s  Warbler  was  discovered  w.  of 
La  Ventosa  11  Nov  QM).  A Western  Palm 
Warbler  found  14  Oct  w.  of  La  Ventosa  was 
out  of  normal  range  (AM,  JM,  ph.).  An  ad. 
male  Prairie  Warbler  was  at  Bahias  de  Huat- 
ulco,  Oax.  13  Nov  (CB,  MDC).  A female 
Blackpoll  Warbler  was  mist-netted  at  La  Ven- 
ta 25  Oct  (MG).  Two  Blue-gray  Tanagers  was 
seen  regularly  in  n.  Juchitan,  Oax.  late 
Sep-late  Oct  (AM,  JM).  A male  Scarlet  Tanag- 
er  was  discovered  26  Oct  w.  of  La  Ventosa 
(AM).  A pair  of  Passerini’s  Tanagers  was  dis- 
covered near  Tuxtepec  14  Aug,  well  out  of 
normal  range  (AAR,  LCA,  AGG,  AM,  KSH, 
HYH,  ph.).  A Grasshopper  Sparrow  was 


An  outstanding  record  and  the  first  for  Oaxaca  was  this 
Bobolink  near  La  Ventosa  4 October  2007.  Photograph  by 
Amy  McAndrews. 


found  5 km  w.  of  Salina  Cruz,  Oax.  13  Nov, 
and  another  was  2 km  s.  of  San  Cristobal  de 
las  Casas,  Chis.  15  Nov  (MDC).  A Bobolink 
encountered  4 Oct  just  sw.  of  La  Ventosa  fur- 
nished a first  record  for  the  state  (AM,  JM, 


ph.).  Up  to  4 Melodious 
Blackbirds  were  seen  almost 
daily  late  Sep-early  Nov  near 
La  Ventosa  (AM,  JM). 

Contributors  (area  compilers 
in  boldface):  Alfredo  Aguilar 
Ramirez,  Clyde  Blum,  Michael 
D.  Carmody,  Leonardo  Contr- 
eras Allende,  Hector  Gomez 
de  Silva,  Alberto  Gonzalez 
Gallina,  Manuel  Crosselet, 
Leonel  Herrera  Alsina,  Amy 
McAndrews,  Jorge  Montejo, 
Karlo  Soto  Huerta,  Robert  Straub,  Lorenia 
Tamborrell,  Bernardino  Villa  Bonilla, 
Habacuc  Ychante  Huerta. 

YUCATAf^  PENINSULA 


The  earliest  migrant  warblers  were  reported 
2-3  August  in  Celestun,  but  none  were  seen 
in  the  days  immediately  following.  A heavy 
migration  made  landfall  in  Celestun  in  the 
early  morning  of  22  September,  with  hun- 
dreds of  migrants  resting  in  trees  in  the  park 
while  hundreds  more  flew  farther  inland.  For 
a second  consecutive  year,  an  Olive-sided  Fly- 
catcher was  reported  in  the  Puerto  Morelos 
area  in  October,  where  more  migrants  than 
usual  were  noted.  In  contrast,  dramatically 
fewer  migrants  than  usual  were  noted  farther 
south,  along  the  Sian  Ka’an  coast,  which  was 
affected  by  Hurricane  Dean  in  August.  Among 
the  migrants  this  fall  was  a young  male  Yel- 
low-headed Blackbird,  the  fourth  document- 
ed report  for  the  subregion  and  the  second  for 
the  Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere  Reserve. 

DUCIS  THROUGH  NlGHTMiS 

A flock  of  12  Blue-winged  leal  was  already  in 
Celestun,  Yuc.  19  Sep,  and  20  Northern  Shov- 
elers  were  there  5 Oct  (AD,  BM).  A female 
Ocellated  Turkey  was  seen  at  San  Antonio 
Chel,  Hunucma,  Yuc.  7 Nov,  attracted  by  the 
corn  grown  along  the  birding  trails  (AM,  DS). 
Ten  Pied-billed  Grebes  were  in  the  Ria  Lagar- 
tos estuary  near  the  bridge  19  Nov,  and  later 


in  the  month  a flock  of  6 was  seen  twice  in  the 
area,  which  may  indicate  local  wintering 
(EC).  A juv.  Brown  Booby,  which  likely  came 
from  Alacran  Reef,  was  found  at  Celestun  5 
Oct  (AD,  BM),  and  180  migrating  American 
White  Pelicans  were  flying  eastward  over  Pro- 
greso, Yuc.  19  Oct  (AM).  An  unusual  sighting 
was  that  of  a Jabiru  in  the  coastal  lagoon  be- 
hind Progreso  26  Sep  (WG),  while  a single 
King  Vulture  was  seen  at  Peten  Tucha,  Ria  La- 
gartos Biosphere  Reserve,  Yuc.  29-30  Nov 
(EC,  SH,  DN).  As  many  as  12,000  American 
Flamingos  were  in  the  Celestun  estuary  7 
Aug,  indicating  a very  healthy  overall  popula- 
tion, estimated  to  be  twice  that  number  (AD). 

A single  migrant  Osprey  arrived  as  early  as 
27  Aug  at  Progreso  (BM,  RM);  a Peregrine 
Falcon,  typically  a species  that  arrives  in  Nov 
and  Dec,  was  at  Celestun  5 Oct  (AD,  BM). 


Twenty-two  American  Coots  at  Bird  I.  in  the 
Celestun  estuary  7 Aug  raised  the  possibility 
that  they  spent  the  summer  in  the  area  (AD). 
Ten  Black-bellied  Plovers  were  at  Celestun  19 
Sep  (AD,  BM).  Fifteen  Willets  at  Celestun  5 
Aug  may  have  summered  in  the  area  (AD); 
this  number  grew  to  30  on  19  Sep,  and  they 
were  still  there  5 Oct  (AD,  BM).  Six  rare  Red 
Knots  were  reported  at  Las  Coloradas,  Ria  La- 
gartos Biosphere  Reserve,  Yuc.  29  Nov  (EC, 
SH,  DN);  400  Least  Sandpipers  were  at  Ce- 
lestun 19  Sep  (AD,  BM);  and  36  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  were  at  Chicxulub,  Yuc.  27  Aug 
(BM,  RM).  At  least  one  Red-necked  Phalarope 
was  observed  at  Ri'o  Lagartos  30  Nov  (EC,  SH, 
DN),  and  an  uncommon  Parasitic  Jaeger  was 
seen  stealing  fish  from  gulls  2 km  from  the 
coast  off  of  Las  Coloradas  28  Nov  (DN).  Gull- 
billed  Tern  is  showing  up  more  frequently  and 
during  more  months  of  the  year  in  the  subre- 
gion; 2 were  flying  over  the  Celestun  estuary 
2 Aug  (VM).  The  same  can  be  said  for  Caspi- 
an Tern;  one  was  at  Celestun  5 Aug  (AD).  Lo- 
cal breeding  is  conceivable. 

A single  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  on  the  road 
to  Hotel  Xixim,  about  10  km  e.  of  Celestun,  5 
Aug  was  probably  a local  summer  resident 
(AD).  August’s  Hurricane  Dean  may  have 
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been  the  reason  that  4 White-crowned  Pi- 
geons were  seen  21  Sep  at  Tigre  Grande  in  se. 
Yuc.,  a first  confirmed  record  for  the  state  (*, 
JC).  Two  Eurasian/African  Collared-Doves 
were  at  Progreso  27  Aug  (BM,  RM).  Three 
Common  Nighthawks  were  seen  migrating  44 
km  off  Rio  Lagartos  during  the  3rd  week  of 
Aug  during  a norther  (ER).  A Yucatan  Night- 
jar was  at  the  freshwater  hole  in  the  Celestun 
estuary  15  Aug  (AD). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
BLACKBIRDS 

An  Olive-sided  Ely  catcher  was  reported  again 
this  year  at  Central  Vallarta,  Q.  Roo  3 Oct 
(LK).  Four  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  were 
noted  8 km  e.  of  Rio  Lagartos  28  Nov  (DN). 
With  more  people  observing  birds,  this 
species  has  been  reported  every  fall  along  the 
ne.  coast  of  Yucatan  lately,  but  always  in  small 
numbers.  Two  Philadelphia  Vireos,  uncom- 
mon migrants  to  the  subregion,  were  netted 
15  Oct  at  San  Juan,  Sian  Ka’an  Biosphere  Re- 
serve, Q.  Roo  (VC,  VM,  CM,  AP,  AR,  WS). 
Four  hundred  fifty  Purple  Martins  were  seen 
migrating  through  Baca,  Yuc.  15  Sep  (BM, 
RM,  AM). 

The  rare  transient  Gray-cheeked  Thrush 
was  netted  at  several  locations  from  Akumal 
to  Rancho  San  Juan,  13  km  s.  of  Punta  Allen: 
at  Pez  Maya,  Sian  Ka’an  Biosphere  Reserve,  Q. 
Roo  11  Oct;  at  San  Juan,  also  in  Sian  Ka’an, 
14-16  Oct;  at  Hotel  Bahia  Prinicipe  30  Oct;  at 
Akumal  19-21  Nov  (2  birds);  and  at  Chen- 
chomac,  Sian  Ka’an  19  Sep  (VC,  VM,  CM,  AP, 


AR,  WS).  Net  captures  of  7 Gray  Catbirds  12 
Oct  and  6 on  15  Oct  at  San  Juan  indicated 
they  were  migrating  . Four  Blue-winged  War- 
blers were  reported  at  Celestun  as  early  as  2 
Aug  (VM).  A large  migratory  wave  entered 
Celestun  early  in  the  morning  on  22  Sep  and 
included  80  Tennessee  Warblers  that  rested  in 
the  trees  of  Celestun  Park  (VM).  A female 
Northern  Parula  was  seen  as  early  as  12  Aug 
at  San  Antonio  Chel  (BM),  while  100  flew  in 
from  the  n.  and  landed  in  trees  in  Celestun 
Park  22  Sep  (VM).  A total  of  19  Yellow  War- 
blers was  netted  at  Pez  Maya,  Sian  Ka’an  Bios- 
phere Reserve  14  Nov  (VC,  VM,  CM,  AP,  AR, 
WS).  Late  dates  for  Chestnut-sided  Warbler 
include  one  at  Akumal  12  Oct  and  2 at  San 
Juan  13  Oct  (VC,  VM,  CM,  AP,  AR,  WS).  Two 
Yellow-throated  Warblers  were  observed  as 
early  as  3 Aug  at  Celestun  (VM),  while  the 
single  Bay-breasted  Warbler  netted  19  Sep, 
plus  2 on  20  Sep,  at  Chenchomac  represent 
earlier  dates  than  previously  recorded  (VC, 
VM,  CM,  AP,  AR,  WS).  Among  the  netted 
warblers  at  Hotel  Bahia  Principe,  Q.  Roo  8 
Nov  was  a female  Blackpoll  Warbler,  a rare 
but  annual  transient  along  the  e.  coast  (VC, 
VM,  CM,  AP,  AR,  WS).  Ten  Black-and-white 
Warblers  were  counted  among  the  hundreds 
of  migrants  that  entered  the  park  at  Celestun 
early  on  22  Sep,  along  with  40  Prothonotary 
Warblers,  70  Northern  Waterthrushes,  and  70 
Common  Yellowthroats  (VM). 

A male  Rose-throated  Tanager  was  seen 
well  8 km  s.  of  Kabah,  Yuc.  on  Hwy.  261  just 
past  the  arch  that  separates  Campeche  and 


Yucatan,  at  the  edge  of  its  known  distribution 
area  (TB,  EP).  Fall  reports  of  Scarlet  Tanager 
are  rare,  but  2 were  netted  on  12  Oct  at  Aku- 
mal and  another  on  15  Oct  at  San  Juan  (VC, 
VM,  CM,  AP,  AR,  WS).  Once  more,  an  imm. 
male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  arrived  on  the 
coast  of  Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere  Reserve,  Yuc. 
30  Oct,  the  4th  record  from  the  pen.  and  the 
2nd  for  the  Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere  Reserve 
(ER,  MM,  SC,  AR).  A male  Baltimore  Oriole, 
not  very  common  in  the  north  of  the  pen.  was 
at  San  Antonio  Chel  12  Oct  (AM,  DS).  Two 
juv.  Giant  Cowbirds  being  fed  by  Yellow- 
winged Caciques  were  encountered  near  Boca 
del  Cielo,  Chis.  29Jul  (OJ,  MB,  LD,  CW);  this 
is  one  of  a very  few  but  growing  number  of 
records  of  Giant  Cowbird  from  the  Pacific 
coast  of  Chiapas. 

Contributors  (subregional  editor  in  boldface): 
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Luke  DeCicco,  Alexander  Dzib,  William 
Gonzalez,  Steve  N.  G.  Howell,  Oscar  Johnson 
Luis  Ku,  Barbara  MacKinnon,  Mario  Marin, 
Victor  Marin,  Veronica  Mediola,  Alberto 
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Two  of  the  most  powerful  hurricanes 
ever  recorded  in  the  Caribbean,  Dean 
and  Felix,  struck  the  Region  this  fall, 
but  fortunately,  both  made  landfall  in  relative- 
ly remote  areas.  No  bird  reports  were  specifi- 
cally tied  to  either  of  these  hurricanes,  but 


one  can  imagine  that  15  Eastern  Kingbirds  (a 
Caribbean  slope  transient)  seen  at  a Pacific 
coast  estuary  in  El  Salvador  the  week  that  Fe- 
lix made  landfall  to  the  east  could  have  been 
displaced  birds.  More  likely  hurricane-relat- 
ed, however,  were  the  large  numbers  of  Yel- 
low-lored  Parrots  that  showed  up  on  one  or 
more  Belize  cayes  13  days  after  Hurricane 
Dean  passed  just  to  the  north. 

An  impressive  influx  of  migrants  were  not- 
ed 12-14  October  in  northern  Central  Ameri- 
ca, with  numbers  of  Swainson’s  Thrushes, 
Scarlet  Tanagers,  and  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beaks and  smaller  numbers  of  several  species 
of  flycatchers,  vireos,  and  warblers  concen- 
trating along  the  coast  and  cayes  of  Belize. 
The  Scarlet  Tanager  wave  made  it  as  far  west 
as  El  Salvador. 

In  October,  rain  hampered  participants  in 


the  5th  SalvaNatura  Bird-a-thon  in  El  Salvador, 
but  a respectable  262  species  were  recorded, 
including  many  of  the  more  important  sight- 
ings of  the  season.  Highlights  included  Solitary 
Eagle,  Ruff,  and  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird. 
Breeding  was  finally  documented  in  El  Sal- 
vador for  Snail  Kite,  and  the  recent  increase  in 
pelagic  trips  off  the  coast  also  continued  to 
produce  noteworthy  sightings. 

Country  and  Regional  firsts  and  seconds 
abounded.  Central  America’s  first  Pacific 
Golden-Plover  turned  up  in  Costa  Rica  on  the 
last  day  of  September,  and  its  first  Canada 
Goose  was  recorded  in  Belize  in  late  October. 
Belize  got  its  first  Spot-breasted  Orioles,  an 
apparent  pair,  in  mid-October,  with  its  first 
documented  Shiny  Cowbird  11  days  later  in 
the  same  tree!  The  distinctive  fuertes  sub- 
species of  Orchard  Oriole  was  found  for  the 
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Crooked  Tree  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Belize  continues  to  attract  vagrants,  as 
demonstrated  by  this  Canada  Goose,  believed  to  be  Central  America's 
first.  It  was  found  on  25  October  2007  and  remained  through  the  end 
of  the  autumn  period  (here  6 November),  long  enough  to  be  seen  by 
dozens  of  enthusiastic  birders.  Photograph  by  Mark  Ware. 

first  time  in  Nicaragua  in  late  August.  Central 
America’s  second  Curlew  Sandpiper  appeared 
in  Costa  Rica  in  November;  Belize’s  second 
and  third  Red-necked  Phalaropes  were 
recorded  in  September  and  October  and  its 
second  Brown-headed  Cowbird  in  November. 

A Lark  Sparrow  in  Panama  in  November  was 
only  its  second,  and  a group  of  four  Tricol- 
ored Munias  in  El  Salvador  provided  only  the 
second  country  record  for  this  invasive 
species.  In  short,  it  was  an  impressive  fall! 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Establishing  what  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
record  for  the  Region,  a Canada  Goose  was 
found  in  Crooked  Tree  Village,  Belize  25  Oct-i- 
(GCr,  RCr)  and  subsequently  seen  by  many 
(ph.  MW,  DF,  PB,  MyB,  JoR,  MB,  LJ  et  al). 


Providing  what  is  believed  to  be  the  first  documented  record  for  Central  America 
was  this  Pacific  Golden-Plover,  discovered  by  a group  of  birders  at  La  Ensenada  salt 
ponds  near  the  mouth  of  Rio  Tempisque  on  30  September  2007.  Photograph  by  Jo- 
han Fernandez. 


The  bird  appeared  to  be  of  wild  provenance, 
as  it  did  not  allow  close  approach  until  it  had 
been  present  for  several  weeks,  it  had  no  leg 
bands  or  other  tags,  and  its  plumage  was  un- 


worn. Canada  Geese  are  rarely  kept  in 
captivity  in  the  Region.  In  Costa  Rica, 
a male  Northern  Shoveler  was  at 
Chomes,  Puntarenas  on  the  early  date 
of  27  Aug  (DR,  JZ)  and  may  have  sum- 
mered locally;  the  species  normally 
does  not  arrive  until  late  Oct.  Two 
Ring-necked  Ducks  were  present  on  a 
small  pond  near  Golden  Stream,  Toledo 
21  Nov  (LJ).  This  species  is  being  re- 
ported with  increasing  frequency  in  s. 
Belize.  An  ad.  Horned  Guan  was  at  the 
unusually  low  elevation  of  1500  m in 
Los  Andes  Reserve,  Suchitepequez  3 
Nov  (CaH).  Rarely  recorded  anywhere 
in  Guatemala  was  a calling  Ocellated 
Quail  3 km  ne.  of  Totonicapan,  Totoni- 
capdn  27  Sep  (KE). 

A single  Audubon’s  Shearwater  was  seen  off 
of  Los  Cobanos,  Sonsonate  30  Nov  (ph.  LP, 
RIP,  NA,  WMo,  KC,  AMV).  The  growing  num- 
ber of  records  of  this  and  other  pelagic  species 
in  El  Salvador  is  largely,  if  not  entirely,  the  re- 
sult of  greater  observer  coverage.  Noteworthy 
booby  records  this  fall  included,  in  El  Sal- 
vador, 4 Blue-footeds  off  Meanguera,  La  Union 
29  Aug  (RIP)  and  a Brown  on  Lago  de  Ilopan- 
go,  San  Salvador  9 Nov  (LP),  and  in  Panama, 
an  imm.  Red-footed  at  Miguel  de  la  Borda, 
Colon  28  Nov  (ph.  RM).  The  Brown  Booby, 
observed  during  a scuba  diving  class  at  a dis- 
tance of  5 m,  was  the  first  recorded  inland  in 
El  Salvador,  and  is  especially  noteworthy  for 
the  elevation.  The  lake  fills  a volcanic  caldera 
at  540  m and  the  caldera  rim  is  about  800  m 
above  sea  level  on  the  ocean  side.  The  El  Ji- 
carito  and  Berberia  wetlands 
in  Choluteca,  Honduras  have 
been  under-studied  and  their 
importance  under-appreciat- 
ed. Highlighting  their  major 
significance  as  a haven  for  mi- 
gratory waterbirds,  many 
hundreds,  perhaps  more  than 
1000,  American  White  Peli- 
cans were  observed  there  3-4 
Nov  (RG).  White  Pelican 
numbers  have  been  increas- 
ing steadily  in  Central  Ameri- 
ca in  the  past  two  decades, 
but  the  number  reported  here 
is  unprecedented.  Along  with 
the  pelicans  on  this  date  were 
“thousands”  of  Black-necked 
Stilts  (RG). 

American  Bitterns  are  sel- 
dom reported  in  the  Region, 
so  one  seen  in  flight  over  The  Dump  rice 
fields,  Toledo  19  Nov  (LJ)  was  noteworthy.  In 
Nicaragua,  9 ad.  and  a juv.  Rufescent  Tiger- 
Heron  at  Laguna  de  Apoyo,  Masaya  25  Aug 
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(PS,  ACr)  were  the  first  reported  from  that  lo- 
cality. In  Panama,  Boat-billed  Heron  was 
recorded  for  the  first  time  on  the  Pacific  slope 
of  Code  when  a pair  was  observed  in  Juan 
Hombrbn  near  Anton  27  Aug  (KA).  An  ad. 
White  Ibis  feeding  a nestling  at  Juan  Hom- 
bron  27  Aug  (KA)  provided  the  first  breeding 
record  of  this  species  from  Code.  Heavily 
birded  Tocumen  Marsh  near  Panama  City 
recorded  its  first  Green  Ibis  24  Aug  (KA,  AS, 
WB).  In  s.  Belize,  100  Black  Vultures  moving 
southwestward  along  the  coast  at  Cattle 
Landing,  Toledo  on  23  Oct  were  believed  to  be 
migrants  (LJ).  While  LJ  has  recorded  this 
species  daily  over  the  past  several  years  while 
conducting  hawk  migration  surveys,  he  had 
never  before  observed  cohesive  groups  of 


This  juvenile  Crane  Hawk,  representing  a first  departmental 
record  and  rare  anywhere  in  El  Salvador,  was  found  at  the 
Barra  Salada  mangrove  estuary  9 September  2007.  Al- 
though not  seen  on  subsequent  days,  local  nesting  seems 
likely.  Photograph  by  Carlos  Funes. 


Black  Vultures  circling  steadily  to  the  sw,  fol- 
lowing the  coastline.  Four  Lesser  Yellow- 
headed Vultures  at  Laguna  de  Tisma,  Masaya 
26  Aug  QM,  LiC,  GD)  are  worth  reporting,  as 
the  species  is  not  well  documented  in  the  Pa- 
cific region  of  Nicaragua. 


KITES  THROUGH  FALCONS 

An  estimated  300  Hook-billed  Kites  moving 
southward  over  Machaca  Hill  Resort  near 
Punta  Gorda,  Toledo  14  Oct  CWM)  was  an  im- 
pressive number,  especially  so  in  mid-Oct  at 
the  onset  of  its  fall  passage.  Farther  s.,  in  Cos- 
ta Rica,  7 were  observed  migrating  from  the 
Kekoldi  raptor  observatory  15  Nov  (DM,  DP). 
It  is  becoming  increasingly  clear  that  this 
species  migrates  through  Central  America  be- 
tween mid-Oct  and  mid-Nov,  although  both 
the  origin(s)  and  destination(s)  of  these  mi- 
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Quite  unexpected  was  this  Dunlin  found  B November  2007 
in  the  Rio  Tarcoles  estuary,  Costa  Rica.  This  species  is  seldom 
reported  anywhere  in  Central  America.  Photograph  by  Juan 
Carlos  Vargas. 

grants  remain  unknown.  In  Panama,  a male 
and  female  Hook-billed  Kite  (presumably  not 
migrants)  were  observed  28  Sep  along 
Pipeline  Rd.,  Colon,  where  the  species  is 
rarely  reported  (VW,  JSar,  MBa,  MC).  Note- 
worthy were  3 Swallow-tailed  Kites  at  Cerro 
Azul,  Panama  on  the  very  late  date  of  22  Oct 
(BZ).  Single  Snail  Kites,  rarely  seen  on  the  Pa- 
cific slope  of  the  Canal  Area,  Panama,  were  at 
Albrook  9 Sep  (RM,  KK)  and  Costa  del  Este 
27  Oct  (RM),  A group  of  50  at  Lago  de  Giiija, 
Santa  Ana  30  Sep  (ph.  LP,  BC,  AC)  included  at 
least  one  bird  carrying  nesting  material.  On 
25  Nov,  60  kites  were  seen  at  the  site  and  sev- 
en nests  discovered,  one  of  which  had  2 
chicks  (LP,  BC,  AC,  GC,  JH),  thus  establish- 
ing the  first  breeding  records  for  El  Salvador, 
These  were  also  exceptionally  high  counts  for 
the  country.  A Double-toothed 
Kite  at  El  Imposible  N.P.,  Ahua- 
chapdn  6 Oct  (ph.  JE,  LA,  VG, 

JRG)  continued  the  recent  spate 
of  records  for  this  rarely  report- 
ed species  in  El  Salvador.  A Mis- 
sissippi Kite  seen  along  Old 
Gamboa  Rd.,  Panama  23  Aug 
(KA,  AS)  was  an  exceptionally 
early  migrant.  Two  Mississippi 
Kites  at  Cattle  Landing  10  Oct 
(LJ)  were  the  only  ones  reported 
this  fall  in  Belize. 

Providing  what  is  apparently 
the  first  evidence  since  1994  of 
the  species  in  the  Manchon- 
Guamuchal  area  near  the  Retal- 
huleu/San  Marcos  border  was  a 
Black-collared  Hawk  near  Ocos  on  11  Nov 
(RSM).  Unexpected  in  the  lowlands  of  Costa 
Rica,  a Sharp-shinned  Hawk  was  at  La  Selva 
and  Horquetas  de  Sarapiqui  on  the  exception- 
ally early  date  of  3 Sep  (RA,  PM),  and  a close- 


ly studied  second-year  female  Coopers  Hawk 
was  at  Chomes  12  Nov  (JZ).  This  species  is 
unusual  in  the  Costa  Rican  lowlands,  and  this 
was  the  first  ever  recorded  in  Chomes.  A 
Cooper’s  Hawk  at  Arcatao,  Chalatenango  27 
Oct  (ph.  RIP,  IP,  LS,  EE)  continued  the  recent 
increase  in  reports  of  this  species  in  El  Sal- 
vador. As  with  many  other  species  in  El  Sal- 
vador, notably  pelagics  and  sborebirds,  this 
may  be  due  to  an  increase  in  observer  cover- 
age rather  than  a change  of  status.  Rare  in  Be- 
lize were  a Cooper’s  Hawk  and  6 
Broad-winged  Hawks  in  the  Moun- 
tain Pine  Ridge,  Cayo  21  Oct  (RyP, 

CH).  Ten  Broad-winged  Hawks 
passed  Cattle  Landing  23  Oct  (LJ). 

A subad.  Crane  Hawk  at  tbe  Barra 
Salada  mangrove  estuary  9 Sep 
(OK,  ph.  CF,  CZ,  IV)  was  the  first 
reported  for  Sonsonate  and  is  a 
species  rarely  reported  anywhere  in 
El  Salvador.  A Solitary  Eagle,  only 
the  4th  reported  in  El  Salvador,  was 
at  La  Palma,  Chalatenango  13  Oct 
(AM,  JRS,  MT,  EC,  LC). 

In  Panama,  single  Swainson’s 
Hawks  were  seen  on  the  unusually 
early  dates  of  23  Aug  along  the  Old 
Gamboa  Rd.,  Panama  and  24  Aug  at  Tocumen 
Marsh  (both  KA,  AS).  A juv.  Black  Hawk-Ea- 
gle was  observed  in  Los  Tarrales  Reserve,  Su- 
chitepequez  20  Oct  (JLL,  GL).  This  species  is 
rare  on  the  Pacific  slope  of  Guatemala,  and 
this  individual,  along  with  several  ads.  seen  in 
recent  years  on  the  s.  slope  of  Atitlan  Volcano, 
suggest  that  it  may  be  nesting  there.  Provid- 
ing further  indication  that  Barred  Eorest-Eal- 
con  is  resident  on  Atitlan  Volcano  was  the  re- 


port of  one  heard  calling  in  Pachuj  Reserve  25 
Sep  (KE).  In  recent  years.  Crested  Caracaras 
have  been  reported  annually  in  Belize.  The 
latest  report  is  of  2 seen  11  Sep  QT)  near  the 
Spanish  Lookout  Eerry  crossing,  Cayo,  where 


one  was  seen  last  winter,  and  2 on  16  Nov4- 
(ET,  JT,  KG)  on  the  nearby  Running  W Earm 
(likely  the  birds  seen  in  Sep).  A Yellow-head- 
ed Caracara  in  Tortuguero  town,  Limon  25 
Nov  (DW)  was  on  the  Caribbean  coast  of 
Costa  Rica,  where  not  recorded  previously.  A 
Bat  Falcon  seen  only  a few  km  s.  of  the  center 
of  San  Jose  at  San  Rafael  de  Escazu  7 Nov 
(EL)  was  noteworthy,  as  it  is  only  an  occa- 
sional wanderer  to  the  Central  Valley.  An 
Aplomado  Falcon  seen  along  the  road  to 


Puerto  Quimba  near  Metetl  15  Oct  (EuC,  JG, 
G&JL,  JR,  VW)  provided  the  first  report  of 
this  species  in  Darien. 

RAILS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Noteworthy  was  a Gray-breasted  Crake  heard 
near  Georgetown,  Stann  Creek  7 Aug  (PB)  at 
the  n.  edge  of  its  range  in  Belize.  On  28  Aug, 
2 ad.  Paint-billed  Crakes  with  3 and  2 chicks 
each  were  seen  in  a trench  at  a banana  dump 
where  culled  fruit  and  stem  waste  is  deposit- 
ed about  3 km  e.  of  Puerto  Viejo  de  Sarapiqui 
(LB).  This  record  provides  the  2nd  confirmed 
breeding  evidence  for  Costa  Rica  and  is  in  the 
area  where  most  previous  reports  of  the 
species  have  emanated.  Two  ad.  Gray-necked 
Wood-Rails  with  4 flightless  chicks  at  Barra 
de  Santiago,  Ahuachapdn  23  Aug  (OK,  RB) 
provided  confirmation  of  breeding  in  El  Sal- 
vador. In  Guanacaste  at  Peldn  de  La  Bajura,  a 
Spotted  Rail  was  seen  18  Nov  QZ).  This 
species  is  seldom  detected  in  the  Region,  al- 
though it  is  likely  resident  in  many  areas.  Pro- 
viding yet  another  early  date  for  Panama  was 
an  American  Coot  at  Lagunas  de  Volcan  15 
Aug  (KA).  Establishing  the  first  recent  record 
for  Sunbittern  in  Chiriqut  was  an  individual 
seen  15  Aug  (KA)  at  Lagunas  de  Volcan  at 
1300  m,  an  unusually  high  elevation. 

The  Southern  Lapwing  that  had  been  pres- 
ent at  Crooked  Tree  Village,  Belize  since 
spring  2004  was  last  seen  in  late  May  (GC, 
VeG).  Extraordinary  was  a closely  studied  Pa- 


Only  El  Salvador's  third  record,  this  Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  captured  on  film  4 
September  2007  by  a lucky  birder  at  an  urban  cemetery  in  the  capital  city,  San 
Salvador.  Photograph  by  Alex  Navarro. 


* 


Prior  to  this  fall  2007,  there  was  only  one  record  of  Red-necked  Phalarope 
for  Belize,  in  winter  1993-1994.  This  fall,  the  country  added  its  second  and 
third  records,  this  one  on  17  October  2007  at  the  Blue  Creek  Rice  Fields  in 
Orange  Walk  District.  Photograph  by  Ryan  Philips. 
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This  male  Wine-throated  Hummingbird  posed  nicely  on  6 Oc- 
tober 2007  at  Laguna  de  Las  Ranas  in  the  southwestern  El 
Salvador  mountains  known  as  the  Sierra  de  Apaneca.  It  was 
10  kilometers  west  of  the  known  range  of  this  locally  distrib- 
uted, Central  American  endemic.  Photograph  by  Carlos  Fanes. 

cific  Golden-Plover,  the  first  for  the  Region, 
seen  30  Sep  at  La  Ensenada  salt  ponds  on  the 
n.  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Nicoya  near  the  mouth 
of  Rio  Tempisque,  Puntarenas  (ph.  JoF,  JS,  AT, 
EP).  Exceptionally  early  was  a Killdeer  on 
Caye  Caulker  15  Sep  QB,  DB).  This  record 
precedes  the  previous  early  date  for  Belize  by 
nearly  three  weeks.  A flock  of  120  Killdeer  in 
a large  cattle  pasture  near  the  turnoff  for  Hop- 
kins, Stann  Creek  21  Nov  (LJ)  was  an  impres- 
sive number  for  Belize.  Noteworthy  were  2 
American  Avocets  at  Cerron  Grande,  Chalate- 
nango  14  Oct  (AM,JRS,  MT,  EC,  LC)  and  7 on 
the  campus  of  St.  John’s  College,  Belize  City 
30-31  Oct  (SM).  Three  early  Wandering  Tat- 
tlers at  Playa  Salinitas,  Los  Cobanos,  Son- 
sonate  25  Aug  (OK,  RB,  ph.  JJ)  were  the  hrst 
ever  reported  in  Aug  in  El  Salvador.  Reported 
regularly  near  Panama  City  in  recent  years, 
but  rare  nevertheless,  was  a Long-billed 
Curlew  at  Panama  Viejo  29  Sep  (KK,  RL);  2 
were  there  26  Oct  (BZ).  In  Belize,  a Marbled 
Godwit  was  reported  on  Caye  Caulker  for  the 
7th  straight  year  14  Oct-r  (LJ,  JB,  DB).  A Surf- 
bird  at  Playa  Salinitas  25  Aug  (OK)  also  pro- 
vided the  hrst  Aug  record  for  El  Salvador. 
Noteworthy  on  the  edge  of  the  3400-m  eleva- 
tion crater  of  Irazu  Volcano  were  9 Baird’s 
Sandpipers  14  Oct  (ph.  JPK).  In  El  Salvador, 
Baird’s  is  now  seen  almost  annually,  as  shore- 
birds  continue  to  receive  more  attention;  the 
most  recent  was  at  Rio  Jiboa,  La  Paz  7 Sep 
(ph.  AN,  TJ). 

A Dunlin  in  the  Rio  Tarcoles  estuary, 
Puntarenas  3 Nov-i-  (ph.  JCV)  was  also  note- 
worthy, as  this  species  is  rarely  reported  as  far 


s.  as  Costa  Rica  or  anywhere  in  Central  Amer- 
ica. Providing  only  the  2nd  record  for  Costa 
Rica  and  the  Region  was  a well-documented 
Curlew  Sandpiper  seen  with  Stilt  Sandpipers 
and  numerous  other  shorebirds  21  Nov  (JZ) 
at  Felon  de  La  Bajura,  a rice-growing  area  in 
the  Rio  Tempisque  basin  of  Guanacaste.  Pro- 
viding only  the  2nd  record  for  El  Salvador, 
and  one  of  very  few  for  the  Region,  was  a Ruff 
at  Cerron  Grande  14  Oct  (AM,  JRS,  MT,  EC, 
LC).  Occurring  regularly  in  the  Region,  often 
in  relatively  large  numbers.  Long-billed  Dow- 
itcher  is  frequently  overlooked  and  its  sea- 
sonal geographical  distribution  thus  remains 
unclear.  A juv.  was  seen  with  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  on  Caye  Caulker  13  Oct  (LJ), 
thus  providing  what  is  believed  to  be  the  hrst 
report  of  this  species  on  the  Belize  cayes.  On 
the  other  hand,  4 at  Cerron  Grande  14  Oct 
(AM,  JRS,  MT,  EC,  LC)  provided  only  the  2nd 
record  for  this  species  in  El  Salvador,  where 
the  species  has  clearly  been  overlooked.  Be- 
lize’s 2nd  and  3rd  Red-necked  Phalaropes 
were  found  on  a small  pond  near  Hidden  Val- 
ley Inn  in  the  Mountain  Pine  Ridge,  Cayo  8 
Sep  (VS,  AO)  and  in  the  Blue  Creek  rice 
helds,  Orange  Walk  17  Oct  (ph.  RyP).  The 
only  previous  record  was  from  nearshore  Am- 
bergris Caye  in  winter.  Ad.  Ring-billed  Gulls 
are  rarely  seen  in  Belize,  so  one  identihed  in 
San  Pedro,  Ambergris  Caye  19  Nov  (PB)  is 
worthy  of  mention.  In  Panama,  an  impressive 
250  Black  Skimmers  were  recorded  at 
Aguadulce,  Code  29  Aug  (RM).  Two  Poma- 
rine  Jaegers  seen  off  Los  Cobanos  30  Nov  (LP, 
RIP,  NA,  WMo,  KC,  AMV)  provided  only  the 
4th  report  for  El  Salvador. 

DOVES  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

After  hrst  being  recorded  in  Belize  in  1967, 
White-winged  Dove  is  now  a common  resi- 
dent in  Corozal  and  a regular  late  fall  migrant 
along  and  near  the  coast  of  Belize  s.  of 
Corozal.  A high  count  was  established  on  26 
Oct  when  475  passed  by  Punta  Gorda  in  the 
early  morning  in  flocks  ranging  in  size  from  5 


Adding  more  fuel  to  the  debate  about  the  species' status  of 
the  Central  American  region's  endemic  Orange-bellied  Tro- 
gon,  restricted  to  parts  of  Costa  Rica  and  Panama,  this  "or- 
ange-bellied" trogon  was  far  to  the  northwest  at  Montecristo 
National  Park  in  El  Salvador  on  12  November  2007.  Despite 
the  temptation  to  assume  this  bird  a wanderer,  more  likely  it 
is  just  a color  variant  of  Collared  Trogon,  a fairly  common 
species  at  the  site.  Many  suspect  that  "Orange-bellied  Tro- 
gon" to  the  south  is  a morph  of  the  more  widespread  Col- 
lared Trogon.  Photograph  by  Roselvy Mrez. 

to  100  birds  (LJ).  A Common  Ground-Dove 
was  in  Punta  Gorda  27  Oct  (LJ),  where  it  is 
occasionally  seen  in  fall  and  winter.  Plain- 
breasted Ground-Dove,  another  species  ex- 
tending its  range  in  response  to  deforestation, 
was  hrst  observed  in  Honduras  in  Aug  2003 
in  Olancho.  On  4 Nov,  a male  seen  in  the 
Berberia  wetlands  (RG)  was  the  hrst  reported 
sighting  in  s.  Honduras. 

A Black-billed  Cuckoo,  the  3rd  for  El  Sal- 
vador, was  photographed  at  an  urban  ceme- 
tery in  the  city  of  San  Salvador  4 Sep  (ph.  AN). 
Great  Horned  Owls  are  local  and  patchily  dis- 
tributed in  Central  America.  A new  popula- 
tion or  range  extension  was  detected  near  the 
Pacihc  coast  in  Sonsonate,  some  30  km  s.  of  a 
Region  in  El  Salvador  where  the  species  is  pre- 


C /i  On  3 Sep,  approximately  100-120  apparently  fiurricane-dispiaced  Yellow-lored  Parrots  arrived  on  Caye  Caulker  fol- 
lowing  Hurricane  Dean,  which  made  landfall  just  n.  of  Corozal  Town  13  days  earlier  (ph.  JB,  DB).  A flock  of  31  were 
seen  to  leave  Caye  Caulker  and  fly  southward  toward  nearby  Caye  Chapel  a day  or  so  later  (JB,  DB).  The  number  on  Caye  Caulk- 
er continued  to  diminish  over  the  next  two  months,  but  at  least  3 were  still  present  at  the  end  of  the  period.  This  species  is 
abundant  on  the  mainland  in  n.  Belize  but  was  unrecorded  on  the  cayes  before  this  fall.  Interestingly,  on  Northeast  Caye, 
Glovers  Reef  Atoll,  which  is  farther  s.  and  much  farther  from  the  mainland,  a pair  of  small  Awazona  parrots,  either  White- 
fronted  (still  unrecorded  from  the  cayes)  or  Yellow-lored,  were  seen  14-15  Oct  (PB).  Hurricane-related  colonization  opportu- 
nities for  Amazona  parrots  are  not  without  precedent  in  the  Region.  Three  Yellow-naped  Parrots,  presumably  from  the  resi- 
dent Bay  Is.,  Honduras  population,  were  observed  on  Calabash  Caye  in  Turneffe  Atoll  shortly  after  the  passage  of  Hurricane 
Mitch  just  to  the  e.  and  s.  in  late  Oct  1998,  and  2 remained  there  for  several  years  (the  other  was  shot).  The  only  other 
psittacine  recorded  from  the  Belize  cayes  is  Olive-throated  Parakeet,  a regular  winter  visitor  to  Ambergris  (a  peninsula)  and 
Caye  Caulker  a few  km  s.  of  Ambergris. 
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The  disproportionately  large  number  of  vagrants  that  turn 
up  on  islands  is  a well-known  phenomenon.  Far  less  is 
known  about  the  appearance  on  islands  of  birds  that  are 
presumed  to  be  sedentary.  Caye  Caulker  is  the  most  inten- 
sively birded  Island  in  Belize  and  already  has  an  impressive 
list  of  non-migratory  "vagrants."  The  latest  was  this  male 
Masked  Tityra  found  and  photographed  on  26  November 
2007.  Photograph  by  Jim  Beveridge. 

sumed.  to  be  resident.  One  was  heard  calling  9 
Aug  OF,  OF)  at  the  Izalco  lava  flows,  and  then 
2 ads.  were  heard  and  seen  15  km  farther  s.  at 
Plan  de  Amayo  protected  area,  Caluco  17  Oct 
(vr.  JF,  ph.  CF,  IV).  This  population  may  have 
been  overlooked  in  the  past.  The  remains  of  3 
Whip-poor-wills  were  found  beneath  the 
telecommunications  tower  in  Punta  Gorda, 
Toledo  26  Oct  (LJ).  These  remains  were  prob- 
ably from  a large  tower-kill  reported  by  work- 
ers around  12-14  Oct,  when  there  was  a large 
influx  of  migrants  into  n.  Central  America. 
The  few  reports  of  this  species  in  Belize  have 
all  been  from  tower-kills  or  mist-netted  birds. 

Brown  Violetear  was  recorded  in  Bocas  del 
Toro  for  the  first  time  when  one  was  seen  at 
about  1200  m in  Palo  Seco  Protection  Forest  9 
Aug  (KA),  and  2 Veraguan  Mangos,  a close 
relative  of  Green-breasted  Mango,  were  un- 
usually far  e.  at  El  Chini,  Code  27  Aug  (KA, 
AR).  A male  and  female  White-crested  Co- 
quette seen  with  a female  Black-crested  Co- 
quette in  Taosito,  a valley  just  e.  of  Tapanti 
N.P.  in  Cartago  14  Oct  (LS,  EB),  were  on  the 
Caribbean  slope  of  Costa  Rica,  where  the 
species  is  rare.  Providing  one  of  the  few 
records  for  the  Pacific  slope  of  Honduras  was 
a male  Blue-throated  Goldentail  at  775  m ele- 
vation along  the  road  to  Cerro  Guanacare, 
Choluteca  4 Nov  (RG).  Interesting  was  the  re- 
port of  a Slender  Sheartail  lek  comprised  of  6 
males  and  3 females  at  Chamelco,  Alta  Vera- 
paz  29  Sep  (RC).  Leks  of  this  species  are  rarely 
reported.  Also  of  interest  were  3 male  Purple- 


throated  Mountain-gems  well  inside  the  range 
of  the  closely  related,  and  possibly  conspecif- 
ic.  White-throated  Mountain-gem  near  Las 
Nubes,  La  Amistad  International  Park, 
Chiriqui  22  Oct  (VW).  Two  Sparkling-tailed 
Hummingbirds  at  El  Manzano,  Chalatenango 
13  Oct  (OB,  RP,  JF,  LA)  added  a new  location 
for  this  local  species  in  El  Salvador.  A Wine- 
throated  Hummingbird  at  Laguna  de  Las 
Ranas,  Chalchuapa  Santa  Ana  6 Oct  (ph.  CF) 
was  10  km  w.  of  the  known  range.  More  im- 
pressive, though,  was  El  Salvador’s  4th  Broad- 
tailed Hummingbird  seen  13  Oct  at  La  Palma, 
also  in  Chalatenango  (AM,  JRS,  MT,  EC,  LC). 

TROGONS  THROUGH  SHARPBILL 

Many  suspect  that  the  Orange- 
bellied  Trogon,  a Regional  en- 
demic confined  to  the  foothills 
and  highlands  of  Costa  Rica  and 
w.  Panama,  is  only  a color 
morph  of  the  more  widespread 
Collared  Trogon.  Adding  fuel  to 
this  debate,  a Collared-type  tro- 
gon with  a bright  orange  belly 
was  well  documented  12  Nov  at 
Montecristo  N.P.  in  El  Salvador 
(ph.  RJ,  VG,  JRG,  HA).  Because 
this  bird  was  so  far  n.  of  the 
documented  range  of  Orange- 
bellied  Trogon,  it  was  consid- 
ered to  be  a color  variant  of  Col- 
lared Trogon  (the  site  has  a pop- 
ulation of  Collared  Trogons).  It 
should  be  noted  that  orange- 
bellied  trogons  have  also  been 
reported  in  Belize  on  at  least  two  occasions. 
At  an  exceptionally  high  elevation  was  a male 
Black-throated  Trogon  at  2100-m  Savegre 
Lodge,  San  Gerardo  de  Dota,  Cerro  de  La 
Muerte,  San  Jose  30  Sep  (RGar,  ErC,  MF).  On 


The  status  of  Chipping  Sparrow  in  Guatemala  is  poorly  un- 
derstood. It  is  a rare  resident  in  the  Peten,  a vast  lowland 
area  in  the  north,  and  it  may  also  be  a rare  resident  in  the 
highlands,  where  a handful  of  records  is  known.  This  one 
was  at  Samac,  a highland  site  in  Alta  Verapaz,  on  20  No- 
vember 2007.  In  seven  previous  visits  to  the  area  by  the  ob- 
server, it  had  not  been  encountered,  suggesting  it  may  not 
be  resident  there.  Photograph  by  KnutEisenmann. 


7 Oct,  a Tody  Motmot  was  at  Arenal  Observa- 
tory Lodge  on  the  slopes  of  Cerro  Chato,  Ala- 
juela,  a dormant  volcano  next  to  Arenal  Vol- 
cano OCS).  The  species  is  rare  both  on  the 
Caribbean  slope  and  this  far  e.  in  Costa  Rica, 
and  this  was  the  first  reported  from  the  Arenal 
area.  In  El  Salvador,  2 Tody  Motmots  were  fi- 
nally mist-netted  at  El  Imposible  N.P, 
Ahuachapdn  8 Sep  and  6 Oct  (ph.  LA,  m.ob.) 
after  four  years  of  monthly  netting.  The 
species  had  not  been  reported  for  several 
years  in  El  Imposible,  El  Salvador’s  only  local- 
ity for  this  species,  where  it  is  thought  to  be 
on  the  verge  of  local  extinction.  Two  Lanceo- 
lated  Monklets,  rarely  seen  in  Panama,  were 
found  along  Oleoducto  Rd.  in  the  Palo  Seco 


Protection  Forest,  Bocas  del  Toro  20  Sep  (GB). 

The  first  of  what  would  be  a number  of 
Keel-billed  Toucans  appeared  on  the  s.  side  of 
San  Pedro  town  4 Oct-i-  (F&JO,  SL),  provid- 
ing the  first  record  for  Ambergris  Caye.  By 
mid-Oct,  toucans  were  being  reported  by  res- 
idents over  a wide  swath  of  this  narrow 
peninsula.  Although  these  birds  began  ap- 
pearing about  six  weeks  after  the  passage  of 
powerful  Hurricane  Dean  a short  distance  to 
the  n.,  it  is  likely  that  Dean  played  a role  in 
their  appearance.  After  the  passage  of  Hurri- 
cane Iris  in  s.-cen.  Belize  in  2001,  a number  of 
species,  including  Keel-billed  Toucan,  began 
appearing  in  unprecedented  numbers  s.  of  the 
hurricane’s  path  in  and  around  Punta  Gorda 
for  several  months  afterward  (North  American 
Birds  56:  115-118). 

Two  Smoky-brown  Woodpeckers  in  El 
Cope,  Omar  Torrijos  N.P  29  Oct  (BZ)  were 
the  first  to  be  reported  in  Code.  A Rufous- 
winged Woodpecker  was  at  Bonyic  on  the 
Teribe  R.,  Bocas  del  Toro  25  Nov  (VW).  This 
species  is  rare  in  Panama.  Two  Streak-headed 
Woodcreepers  together  in  mangroves  at  Barra 


This  male  was  one  of  nine  Golden-cheeked  Warblers  documented  at  Honduras' 
Monte  Uyuca  Biological  Reserve,  San  Antonio  de  Oriente,  San  Francisco 
Morazan  on  1 1 November  2007.  Six  others  were  found  during  the  previous  four 
days.  This  site  in  southern  Honduras,  near  the  capital  Tegucigalpa,  may  have 
the  highest  wintering  density  recorded  to  date  for  this  endangered  species. 
Photograph  by  Carios  Fanes. 
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Belize's  fourth  Clay-colored  Sparrow,  and  first  to  be  pho- 
tographed, was  found  12-15  (here  13)  October  2007  near 
Sarteneja  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  country.  Photo- 
graph by  Mkk  Bayly. 


Following  close  on  the  heels  of  Belize's  fourth  Clay-colored 
Sparrow  was  this  one  in  the  southernmost  part  of  the  coun- 
try at  Cattle  Landing  near  Punta  Gorda,  17  October  2007. 
Photograph  by  Lee  Jones. 

Salada  9 Sep  (ph.  CF)  were  at  a new  locality 
and  represent  the  first  record  of  this  species  in 
Sonsonate  since  1942.  An  Eye-ringed  Flatbill 
2 km  se.  of  Sarteneja,  Corozal  14  Aug  (NB, 
CG)  was  at  a coastal  locality  in  Belize  where 
the  species  is  seldom  seen.  Although  not  yet 
on  the  American  Ornithologists’  Union’s  Check- 
list of  North  American  Birds,  Yellow-breasted 
Flycatcher  (Tobnomyias  flaviventris)  is  being 
seen  with  increasing  frequency  in  e.  Panama. 
On  13  Oct,  it  was  found  to  be  “common”  at 
La  Marea,  Darien  (EuC,  G&JL,  VW).  These 
were  the  first  to  be  recorded  in  North  Ameri- 
ca away  from  the  El  Real  area,  where  it  was 
first  reported  in  Feb  1992.  Rarely  seen  in 
Panama  was  an  Ochraceous  Pewee  at  Los 


Quetzales  Cabins,  Chiriqui  17  Aug  (KA).  Pro- 
viding the  earliest  fall  date  yet  for  Panama, 
where  it  is  strictly  a passage  migrant,  was  a 
Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  seen  along  Old 
Gamboa  Rd.,  Panama  23  Aug  (KA,  AS).  At 
least  15  Eastern  Kingbirds  at  Barra  Salada  es- 
tuary, Sonsonate,  from  9-12  Sep  (ph.  CF,  IV,  JJ, 
ST,  OK)  were  the  first  recorded  in  autumn  in 
El  Salvador  and  appeared  just  as  the  remnants 
of  Hurricane  Felix  swept  across  the  area;  they 
may  have  been  displaced  westward  from  their 
usual  Caribbean  slope  migration  route.  The 
only  Gray  Kingbird  reported  in  the  Region 
this  fall  was  one  in  Belize  City  12  Oct  (PB). 
Sixty-seven  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  migrat- 
ing through  Punta  Gorda  27  Oct  may  have  es- 
tablished a high  single-day  count  for  Belize; 
one  flock  contained  35  individuals.  On  the 
Pacific  slope,  where  the  species  is  an  abun- 
dant winter  visitor,  2 at  San  Salvador  12  Oct 
OF  RP)  equaled  the  earliest  arrival  date  for  El 
Salvador. 

Rarely  seen  in  Panama,  a Sapayoa  was  at  La 
Marea,  Darien  6 Oct  (EuC).  At  La  Mesa,  Co- 
de, a Rufous  Piha  recorded  28  Aug  (KA,  AR) 
provided  the  first  record  for  Panama’s  El  Valle 
area.  Among  a number  of  other  rarely  report- 
ed resident  species  in  Panama  seen  this  sum- 
mer and  fall  was  a Black-and-white  Becard 
recorded  along  the  Los  Quetzales  trail  in 
Chiriqui  14  Aug  (KA).  An  aberrant  female 
Rose-throated  Becard  collected  at  Bosque  San- 
ta Rita,  San  Francisco  Menendez,  Ahuachapdn 
17  Nov  (ph.  JJ,  ST,  LS,  CZ)  had  a brown 
crown  rather  than  the  dark  gray  to  blackish 
crown  of  typical  female  plumage,  causing  a 
strong  superficial  resemblance  to  Cinnamon 
Becard.  Oddly,  at  least  2 others  of  the  same 
plumage  type  were  seen.  Adding  to  the  grow- 
ing list  of  presumed  resident  mainland 
species  turning  up  on  Caye  Caulker  was  a 
male  Masked  Tityra  discovered  26  Nov  (DB, 
ph.  JB).  In  Code,  a Bare-necked  Umbrellabird 
seen  29  Oct  (BZ)  provided  the  4th  record  for 
El  Cope  and  the  first  of  an  ad.  male.  A new  lo- 
cation and  department  record  for  the  locally 
occurring  Long-tailed  Manakin  in  El  Salvador 
was  discovered  when  2 were  seen  at  Arcatao 
27  Oct  (RIP,  IP,  LS,  FF).  On  22  Nov,  a Sharp- 
bill  was  found  along  Oleoducto  Rd.,  Bocas  del 
Toro  (VW),  where  it  is  rarely  reported. 

VliEOS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Noteworthy  was  a Blue-headed  Vireo  seen 
near  the  cheese  factory  at  Monteverde, 
Puntarenas  11  Nov  (RH).  In  Nicaragua,  2 
Warbling  Vireos  at  Laguna  de  Apoyo  21  Sep 
(LL)  provided  the  first  reports  of  this  migrant 
from  Masaya.  Even  farther  s.,  in  Costa  Rica,  a 
Warbling  Vireo  was  at  Hotel  Villa  Lapas  on 
the  w.  edge  of  Carara  N.P.,  Puntarenas  9 Nov 


(RH),  where  one  was  also  seen  last  Apr.  A mi- 
grant Yellow-green  Vireo  at  Gamboa,  Colon  23 
Oct  (BZ)  and  another  in  El  Salvador  at  El 
Manzano  14  Oct  (OB,  RP,  JF,  LA)  were  unsea- 
sonably late.  A late  fall  migrant  ad.  male  Pur- 
ple Martin  at  Bagatzi,  an  agricultural  area  just 
n.  of  Palo  Verde  N.P.,  Guanacaste  15  Nov  (ph. 
JZ),  was  both  late  and  unexpected  at  this  in- 
land Pacific  location.  In  Belize,  an  ad.  male 
was  seen  at  Hill  Bank,  Orange  Walk  on  the 
late  date  of  8 Nov,  and  2 males  were  seen 
there  the  following  day  with  2 unidentified 
martins  (JT,  PB,  ’^VM). 

In  El  Salvador,  an  imm.  Banded  Wren  at  El 
Manzano  14  Oct  (OB,  RP,  JF,  LA)  established 
a new  department  record.  Rarely  seen  in 
Panama,  a Slate-throated  Gnatcatcher  was 
seen  along  El  Llano-Carti  Rd.  about  10  km 
past  the  Continental  Divide  on  the  Caribbean 
slope,  Comarca  de  Kuna  Yala  5 Sep  (WA,  ML, 
DK).  A Veery  along  Old  Gamboa  Rd.,  Panama 
25  Oct  and  a Gray-cheeked  Thrush  in  Metro- 
politan Park  the  following  day  (both  BZ)  were 
on  the  Pacific  slope  of  Panama,  where  both 
are  rare  migrants.  Two  Hermit  Thrushes  mist- 
netted  at  Montecristo  N.E,  Santa  Ana  (RJ,  ph. 
VG,  HA,  JRG)  12-13  Nov  were  noteworthy,  as 
there  are  few  records  for  El  Salvador.  Estab- 
lishing a new  record  for  Santa  Ana  was  a Trop- 
ical Mockingbird  seen  near  Lago  de  Giiija  15 
Oct  (NH,  RIP,  LP,  BC,  AC).  A Gray  Catbird 
heard  at  Coban,  Alta  Verapaz  3 Sep  (KE)  was 


Lark  Sparrow  was  obseried  in  Panama  for  only  the  second 
time  when  this  indifidual  crossed  paths  with  a group  of 
dedicated  birders  in  Tocumen  Marsh  on  20  November  2807. 


The  species  is  seen  almost  annually  in  northern  Central 
America  but  much  less  often  in  the  southern  half.  Photo- 
graph byMrkI  Aguirre. 

exceptionally  early,  as  this  species  typically 
does  not  arrive  in  the  Region  until  the  very 
end  of  Sep  or  early  Oct.  An  American  Pipit, 
Belize’s  3rd,  was  at  Gallon  Jug,  Orange  Walk 
23-25  Oct  JA,  B&CM,  m.ob.). 
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Extraordinary,  but  perhaps  not  so  welcome,  was  Belize's  second  Brown-headed  Cow- 
bird,  a juvenile  found  near  the  entrance  to  the  Tropical  Education  Center  at  Mile  29 
on  the  Western  Highway  8 November  2007.  We  can  only  hope  that  this  brood  para- 
site will  always  be  considered  a vagrant  in  Belize.  Photograph  by  Jim  Beveridge. 


WARBLERS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

Rarely  reported  on  the  Pacific  slope  of 
Guatemala  was  a Blue-winged  Warbler  seen  1 1 
Nov  at  Pachuj  Reserve  (KE);  in  Costa  Rica, 
where  it  is  a rare  winter  visitor,  one  was  seen 
20  Sep  in  Los  Coyotes  Forest  Reserve, 
Guadalupe,  ne.  of  San  Jose  (LeC).  On  Cerro  de 
La  Muerte,  a Northern  Parula  at  San  Gerardo 
de  Dota  28  Oct  (ErC)  was  at  2200  m,  the  high- 
est elevation  yet  reported  for  this  rare  migrant 
in  the  Region.  Especially  noteworthy  was  a fe- 
male Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  seen  along 
Continental  Divide  Rd.  in  Bocas  del 
Toro/Chiriqui  20  Sep  (GB).  This  species  is  a 
very  rare  migrant  in  Panama.  In  Costa  Rica, 
where  it  is  also  a rare  migrant,  a male  was  seen 
at  the  Rainforest  Aerial  Tram,  Limon  1 Oct 
(MV).  A female  Myrtle  Warbler  at  Bagatzi  15 
Nov  (JZ)  was  the  only  one  reported  this  fall  in 
Costa  Rica.  A survey  of  Golden-cheeked  War- 
blers at  Monte  Uyuca  Biological  Reserve,  San 
Antonio  de  Oriente,  San  Francisco  Morazan  7- 
11  Nov  documented  16  individuals  (OK,  ph. 
CF,  m.ob.).  They  occupied  feeding  areas  total- 
ing just  15  ha,  and  this  is  likely  the  highest 
wintering  density  recorded  to  date  in  Hon- 
duras or  elsewhere.  A Palm  Warbler,  another 
rarely  reported  warbler  in  Costa  Rica,  was  at  La 
Guinea,  a few  km  downriver  from  Filadelfia  on 
the  Rio  Tempisque,  20  Nov  O^)-  Providing 
what  may  be  the  earliest  fall  record  for  the  Re- 
gion was  a Bay-breasted  Warbler  in  the  La 
Mesa  area  of  El  Valle,  Code  28  Aug  (KA).  Else- 
where, one  on  Caye  Caulker  15  Sep  QB,  DB) 
provided  the  earliest  fall  record  for  Belize.  In 
Panama,  a Blackpoll  Warbler  was  in  Portobelo 
N.P.,  Colon  1 Oct  (GB,  VW).  This  species  is 
rare  anywhere  in  the  Region,  especially  in  fall. 

Two  male  Prothonotary  Warblers  at  Laguna 
de  Apoyo  14  Sep  (PS,  ACr,  EN)  were  the  first 
reported  from  this  Nicaraguan  location,  and 
one  at  Lago  de  Giiija,  Santa  Ana  15  Oct  (NH, 


RIP,  LP,  BC,  AC)  was  only 
the  10th  recorded  in  El  Sal- 
vador. A Northern  Wa- 
terthrush  in  El  Valle  25-26 
Aug  (KA)  provided  an  early 
fall  arrival  date  for  this 
species  in  Panama,  and  a 
Kentucky  Warbler  at  Ar- 
catao  27  Oct  (RIP,  IP,  LS, 
FF)  was  a first  record  for 
Chalatenango  and  is  gener- 
ally rare  in  El  Salvador.  A fe- 
male Common  Yellowthroat 
seen  along  Old  Gamboa  Rd., 
Panama  25  Oct  (BZ)  was 
noteworthy,  as  this  species 
is  a rare  migrant  in  Panama. 
A Fan-tailed  Warbler  at  El 
Manzano,  Chalatenango  13 
Oct  (OB,  RP,  JF,  LA)  was  at  a locality  in  El  Sal- 
vador where  it  had  not  been  previously 
recorded.  In  Nicaragua,  a Mourning  Warbler 
and  a Yellow-breasted  Chat  seen  in  Montibel- 
li  Private  Reserve,  Managua  7 Nov  (WAr, 
MarT)  provided  first  records  of  these  two 
species  for  that  locality.  Two  Yellow-breasted 
Chats  were  found  in  Costa  Rica  this  fall,  one 
at  La  Selva  24  Oct  (NM)  and  one  in  the  gar- 
dens of  Hotel  Bougainvillea  in  Santo  Domin- 
go de  Heredia  27  Oct  (SE). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  MUNIAS 

A Slaty  Finch  netted  at  Montecristo  N.R  11 
Nov  (RJ,  ph.  VG,  HA,  JRG)  was  only  the  5th 
recorded  in  El  Salvador.  Although  all  but  one 
have  come  from  this  site,  the  records  are 
spread  across  more  than  30  years,  and  its  sta- 
tus as  a resident  there  is  still  in  doubt.  Pana- 
ma’s 2nd  Lark  Sparrow  was  recorded  20  Nov 
when  one  was  observed  at  Tocumen  Marsh, 
Panama  (ph.  AA,  GC,  TB,  PH).  In  Guatemala, 
Chipping  Sparrow  is  a rare  resident  in  the 
Peten,  and  it  has  been  recorded  at  scattered 
localities  in  the  Guatemalan  highlands.  One 
at  Samac,  Alta  Verapaz  4 Aug  (ph.  KE,  CA) 
was  in  a highland  area  where  it  had  not  been 
recorded  previously.  Rarely  reported  in 
Guatemala  was  a Grasshopper  Sparrow  found 


13  Nov  at  Panajachel  (ph.  KE,  CA).  Providing 
Belize’s  4th  and  5th  records,  2 Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  seen  this  fall,  one  near 
Sarteneja  Village,  Corozal  12-15  Oct  (ph.  NB, 
CG)  and  one  near  Punta  Gorda  17  Oct  (ph. 
LJ).  In  Belize,  a Buff-throated  Saltator  seen 
feeding  in  a fruiting  tree  near  San  Pedro  4 Oct 
(SL)  was  the  first  recorded  on  Ambergris  Caye 
in  a decade.  A female  Painted  Bunting,  anoth- 
er rare  migrant  in  Panama,  was  seen  at 
Changuinola,  Bocas  del  Toro  23  Nov  (VW). 

At  the  highest  elevation  yet  established  for 
the  species  in  Costa  Rica,  8 Red-breasted 
Blackbirds  were  seen  12  Oct  at  1130  m on  the 
Caribbean  side  of  the  Central  Valley  at  Hotel 
Hacienda  Moravia,  Chirripo  de  Turrialba 
(HG,  GLoi).  According  to  Loiza,  these  birds 
have  been  in  the  area  since  about  May.  A male 
Shiny  Cowbird  seen  23  Oct  at  Cattle  Land- 
ing (LJ)  may  have  been  the  first  reliably 
recorded  in  Belize.  Sixteen  days  later,  Belize 
got  its  2nd  Brown-headed  Cowbird,  a juv. 
that  was  photographed  at  the  entrance  to  the 
Tropical  Education  Center,  Cayo  8 Nov  (JB). 
A male  Orchard  Oriole  of  the  subspecies 
fuertesi  was  seen  at  1000-m  Lago  Apanas, 
Jinotega  29  Aug  (LiC,  GD),  establishing  the 
first  record  of  this  distinctive  subspecies  for 
Nicaragua.  Rivaling  Canada  Goose  for  the 
find  of  the  season  in  Belize  were  2 ad.  Spot- 
breasted Orioles  discovered  at  Cattle  Land- 
ing near  Punta  Gorda  12  Oct-i-  (ph.  LJ,  PB, 
MB).  Over  the  course  of  the  fall,  the  2 re- 
mained in  close  association,  and  one  was 
heard  to  sing  periodically,  suggesting  that 
these  birds  were  paired.  Spot-breasted  Ori- 
oles, including  a pair  of  ads.  with  a fledged 
juv.,  have  been  reported  on  several  occasions 
recently  at  the  tip  of  Punta  de  Manabique  in 
Guatemala  (Eisermann  and  Avendano,  2007, 
Annotated  Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  Guatemala). 
Punta  Manabique  is  only  23  km  from  Punta 
Gorda  across  the  Bay  of  Honduras.  Excep- 
tionally early  was  a Baltimore  Oriole  at  Lagu- 
na Lodge,  Tortuguero  14  Aug  (DW). 

A male  Tawny-capped  Euphonia  was  seen 
at  La  Selva  15  Nov  QA),  an  exceptionally  low 
elevation  for  this  montane  species.  The  first 


C A impressive  4 Scarlet  Tanagers  were  seen  13  Oct  at  El  Manzano  (OB,  RP,  JF,  LA).  Interestingly,  4 were  also  seen  3 Oct 
3 2004  in  El  Imposible  N.R  The  only  other  El  Salvador  records  are  of  singles  on  14  Oct  2006, 1 6 Apr  2004,  and  1 2 & 1 5 
Apr  1999.  On  the  Caribbean  side,  where  the  species  is  a relatively  common  migrant,  an  impressive  90  were  counted  13  Oct 
(LJ,  JB,  DB),  the  2nd  day  of  a major  push  of  migrants  in  coastal  and  offshore  Belize,  but  more  impressive  was  the  fact  that 
none  were  recorded  during  intensive  birding  on  the  island  over  the  next  three  days.  In  contrast,  similar  numbers  of  Swain- 
son's  Thrush  and  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  were  recorded  on  the  13th,  but  their  numbers  diminished  gradually  over  the  next 
few  days.  Perhaps  more  than  any  other  species.  Scarlet  Tanager  has  a very  restricted  period  of  fall  migration  in  n.  Central 
America,  with  the  vast  majority  passing  through  in  Ort.  Similar  evidence  exists  for  a restricted  period  of  spring,  as  the  vast 
majority  of  Scarlet  Tanagers  pass  through  in  Apr;  however,  the  contrast  with  other  transient  species  is  not  so  great  in  spring, 
as  return  migration  is  more  rapid  than  outward  (fall)  migration  for  most  species. 
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AND  DIRTY 
FOR 

AMERICA. 

And  when  you  get  you  hands 
dirty  in  programs  like  National 
Public  Lands  Day,  you  help 
spruce  up  your  beautiful  lands. 
Last  year,  on  this  day,  nearly 
80,000  volunteers  built  trails, 
bridges,  planted  native  trees 
and  removed  trash. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  heip, 
go  to  www.npid.com  or  caii 
800-VOL-TEER  (800-865-8337). 

HELPiNG  HANDS 
FOR  AMERICA’S  LANDS 
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This  adult  Spot-breasted  Oriole  and  an  accompanying  adult 
were  found  12  October  2007  at  Cattle  Landing  near  Punta 
Gorda,  where  they  remained  throughout  the  period  (here 
25  October).  They  were  the  first  ever  recorded  in  Belize. 
Photograph  by  Lee  Jones. 

reported  in  La  Selva  in  20  years,  this  bird  may 
have  been  driven  to  this  low  elevation  by  a 
prolonged  storm  in  the  nearby  mountains,  by 
a lack  of  adequate  fruit  resources,  or  a combi- 
nation of  the  two.  A flock  of  25  Red  Crossbills 
at  Coban,  Alta  Verapaz  29  Aug  (KE,  CA)  was 
noteworthy,  as  this  species  is  quite  uncom- 
mon in  Guatemala  and,  thus  far,  only  record- 
ed from  the  highlands.  In  Costa  Rica,  2 ad. 
Tricolored  Munias  were  seen  10  Oct  along  the 
road  between  Comunidad  and  Playa  Panama 
(CJ),  and  another  ad.  was  seen  15  Nov  in 
Bagatzi  (JZ),  both  in  Guanacaste.  These  birds 
were  respectively  21.5  km  nw.  of  and  17.5  km 
e.  of  the  established  munia  population  in  La 
Guinea  a few  km  downriver  from  Filadelfia 
on  the  Rio  Tempisque.  These  records  appear 
to  be  the  first  real  indication  that  the  popula- 
tion is  expanding  out  from  La  Guinea,  where 
the  species  was  discovered  in  Costa  Rica  back 
in  1999.  Four  Tricolored  Munias  were  seen  at 
Zanjon  del  Chino,  San  Francisco  Menendez, 
Ahuachapdn  22  Sep  (CF,  ph.  KL,  JJ,  IV,  ST)— 
El  Salvador’s  2nd  record  of  this  se.  Asian 
species  that  seems  to  be  spreading  in  Central 
America,  and  the  first  from  sw.  El  Salvador 
near  the  Guatemala  border. 

Corrigendum:  In  North  American  Birds  60: 
147,  the  Brewster’s  Warbler  seen  near  Cedar 
Crossing,  Belize  was  observed  23  Feb  2007 
(the  date  had  been  omitted). 

Contributors  (country  coordinators  in  bold- 
face): William  Adsett,  Ariel  Aguire,  Jean 
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Gomez,  Julie  Gomez,  Herson  Guevara,  Chris 
Hatten,  Carmen  Herold  (CaH),  Jorge  Herrera, 
Nestor  Herrera,  Peter  Hogenbirk,  Rich  Hoyer, 
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Lux,  Jeffrey  McCrary  (Nicaragua),  Paco 
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Miller,  Rosabel  Miro,  Steve  Mitten,  Alvaro 
Moises,  William  Moran  (WMo),  Wilfred 
Mutrie,  Alex  Navarro,  Frank  and  Javier  Oril- 
lana,  Aldo  Ortiz,  Dimeiston  Penaranda,  Iris 
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Pineda,  Randy  Pinkston,  Joshua  Richards 
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Jim  Zook  (Costa  Rica).  O 


H.  Lee  Jones,  901  East  Washington  Street,  Apt.  126 
Colton,  California  92324,  (leeJones@att.net) 

Oliver  Komar 

SalvaNATURA  Conservation  Science  Program 
33  Avenida  Sur  #640,  San  Salvador,  El  Salvador 
(okomar@salvanatura.org) 


170 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


West  Indies  & Bermuda 


Robert  L.  Norton 
Anthony  White 
Andrew  Dobson 


Hurricane  Dean,  one  of  the  seasons 
few  tropical  storms  to  make  landfall 
in  the  Region,  produced  some  shore- 
bird  fallout  in  Guadeloupe,  where  birding 
coverage  has  increased  in  recent  years  and 
new  additions  to  the  country’s  avifauna  are 
now  expected.  This  season,  observers  there 
managed  to  add  Gray  Heron,  Snow  Goose, 
Blackburnian  Warbler,  and  Connecticut  War- 
bler. Elsewhere  in  the  Lesser  Antilles,  Grena- 
da hosted  its  first  Southern  Lapwing,  and  to 
the  north,  the  Bahamas  documented  a first 
Warbling  Vireo.  In  Bermuda,  the  early  fall  pe- 
riod was  notable  for  the  lack  of  migrant  birds, 
largely  due  to  the  pleasant  weather  and  lack 
of  storms  or  frontal  systems.  However,  a se- 
ries of  rain-bearing  frontal  systems  in  mid- 
October  brought  a host  of  migrants.  Other  ar- 
eas reported  a similar  pattern.  In  the  Ba- 
hamas, for  example,  frequent  heavy  rains  pro- 
vided ideal  conditions  for  an  extremely  strong 
migration  in  September  and  October.  Obser- 
vations this  season  are  supplement  by  the  Ba- 
hamas Marine  Mammal  Survey  (B.M.M.S.), 
which  conducted  surveys  in  the  Northeast 
and  Northwest  Providence  Channels  in 
spring  and  fall,  logging  sightings  of  birds  as 
well  as  cetaceans. 


GREBES  THROUGH  SKIMMER 

Least  Grebes  are  uncommon  in  Puerto  Rico, 
but  on  Vieques  I.,  Gemmill  saw  2 along  Rte. 
997  on  9 Oct  and  one  at  Laguna  Puerto  Diablo 
15  Oct;  there  are  but  four  previous  Vieques 
records.  Three  new  pairs  of  Bermuda  Petrel 
were  recorded  during  Nov,  which  increases 
the  known  breeding  pairs  to  83— the  highest 
since  the  species  was  rediscovered  in  the  mid- 
dle 20th  century  OM)-  Several  individuals  of 
that  endangered  species  have  been  translocat- 
ed to  high  ground  on  rat-free  Nonsuch  I.,  and 
. returning  birds  have  begun  to  court  over  the 


island,  with  breeding  anticipated  in  the  very 
near  future.  (The  history  of  the  bird’s  redis- 
covery, tribulations,  and  recovery  form  the 
subject  of  the  recently  released  film  Rare  Bird, 
which  has  extensive  interviews  with  David 
Wingate  and  his  successor  Jeremy  Madeiros.) 

Gemmill  reports  that  Brown  Pelicans  may 
have  abandoned  Cayo  Canejo,  Vieques  1., 
which  in  the  1970s  was  the  largest  Brown  Pel- 
ican colony  in  Puerto  Rico.  She  counted  just 
4 birds  11  Oct  on  the  island,  where  counts 
had  been  as  high  as  200  in  1978  (BS),  and 
speculates  that  although  lack  of  breeding  in 
2007  could  be  the  result  of  environmental 
changes,  the  more  likely  cause  is  the  changing 
pattern  of  human  usage  of  the  area,  especially 
boat  traffic. 

Guadeloupe’s  first  Gray  Heron  was  found 
at  Petite-Terre  N.R.  3 Oct  (AL);  the  bird  was 
taken  into  care  and  released  5 Nov.  A Little 
Blue  Heron  was  at  the  same  reserve  20  Nov 
(AL).  An  ad.  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  was 
at  Lalanne  Port-Louis,  Guadeloupe  28  Oct 
(FD).  White  Ibis  numbered  30-40  in  North- 
west Providence  Channel  12  Oct  (B.M.M.S.). 
Guadeloupe’s  first  Snow  Goose  (blue  morph) 
was  present  19  Nov+  at  Desirade  1.  (AL).  A 
Brant,  Bermuda’s  9th,  was  at  Ship’s 
Hill  Pond  18  Nov+  (AD),  where 
one  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  present 
17-23  Nov  (DW).  Fourteen  Ameri- 
can Wigeons  were  noted  in  North- 
west Providence  Channel  11  Oct 
(B.M.M.S.).  Fifty-seven  White- 
cheeked Pintails  were  on  Laguna 
Puerto  Diablo,  Vieques  I.  15  Oct 
(DG);  elsewhere,  one  was  at  Reef 
G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  3-6  Sep  (BH), 

20  were  counted  15  Aug  on  Salt 
Pond,  St.  Maarten  (LG),  2 were  at 
Pointe  des  Chateaux,  Guadeloupe 
22  Sep  (AM,  AL),  and  3 were  at 
Port-Louis  Swamp,  Guadeloupe  3 
Oct  (FD).  A male  Redhead  was  at 
Reef  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  20  Nov 
(BP).  Two  Surf  Scoters  were  at 
Coney  L,  Bermuda  25-27  Nov 
(]M).  Ruddy  Ducks  numbered  23 
at  Gaschet  Res.,  Guadeloupe  19  Sep  (AL). 

Guadeloupe’s  2nd  Swallow-tailed  Kite  was 
at  Gosier  10  Oct  QD).  A Northern  Harrier  was 
seen  flying  over  the  Marls  near  Treasure  Cay 
Airport,  Abaco,  Bahamas  11  Nov  (EB).  A 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  was  at  Somerset, 
Bermuda  18  Nov  (DW).  Two  Peregrine  Fal- 
cons perched  on  the  rigging  of  a freighter  in 
the  Northwest  Providence  Channel  17  Oct 
(B.M.M.S.),  and  a single  bird  flew  over  Blue 
Water  Cay,  New  Providence  27  Oct  (CW,  WP, 
LH).  Peregrine  Falcon  numbers  in  Bermuda 
peaked  at  7 on  13  Oct — 4 over  Somerset  and 


3 over  Paget  I.  (AD,  WF) — and  3 remained 
there  through  5 Nov.  A Black  Rail  with  a pos- 
sible chick  on  the  w.  side  of  Puerto  Mosquito, 
Vieques  I.  10  Oct  furnished  a first  record  for 
the  island  (DG).  An  early  Sora  was  at  Pitman's 
Pond,  Bermuda  8 Aug  (DBW). 

A Southern  Lapwing,  the  first  for  Grenada, 
was  found  at  Telescope,  St.  Andrews  21  Oct 
(AJ).  The  group  of  5 Southern  Lapwings  re- 
mained at  Spring  Hall,  Barbados  throughout 
Oct  (EM).  Heavy  rain  in  Bermuda  1 Sep  re- 
sulted in  a significant  fallout  of  shorebirds.  A 
record  100  Semipalmated  Plovers  were 
recorded,  with  75  at  the  airport  among  300 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers.  Piping  Plovers 
were  first  noted  at  the  Green  Turtle  Cay  sand- 
spit,  Abaco  3 Aug,  with  a high  count  of  5 on 
6 Aug  (EB,  BH).  Four  were  at  Sandy  Pt.,  Aba- 
co 5 Aug  (EB,  BH),  one  at  St.  George’s  Park, 
Grand  Bahama  3 Oct  (BP),  and  14  near  the 
Seabreeze  Canal,  New  Providence  26  Nov 
(OG);  in  Bermuda,  2 were  at  Grape  Bay  in 
Nov  (AD,  DW).  A Black-necked  Stilt  re- 
mained on  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  through  at 
least  9 Aug  (KR).  A Willet  was  on  Nonsuch  I., 
Bermuda  18  Sep  QM)-  Five  Upland  Sand- 
pipers at  Pole  Caraibe  Airport,  Guadeloupe 


A first  for  Guadeloupe,  this  Snow  Goose  was  first  found  Desirade  Island 
19  November  2007  (here  6 December)  and  was  still  present  in  January 
2008.  Photograph  Frantz  Duzont. 

31  Aug  provided  the  earliest  fall  records  (FD, 
AL,  JF).  Single  Upland  Sandpipers  were  in 
Bermuda  at  the  Lukes  Farm  golf  range  2 Sep 
(AD)  and  Port  Royal  G.C.  14  Oct  (DW).  Two 
Eurasian  Whimbrels  were  at  Petite-Terre 
N.R.,  Guadeloupe  20  Nov  (AL).  A Hudsonian 
Godwit,  rare  in  the  Bahamas,  was  at  Reef 
G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  12  Aug-4  Sep  (BP,  ph. 
BH,  m.ob.).  “Luc,”  a Ruddy  Turnstone  band- 
ed in  Delaware  Bay,  returned  for  its  7th  win- 
ter in  Guadeloupe  22  Aug  (AL).  Semipalmat- 
ed Sandpipers  (1000+)  were  at  Laguna 
Sombe,  Vieques  1.  15  Oct  (DG).  Single  Baird’s 
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This  Gray  Heron,  a first  for  Guadeloupe,  was  found  in  ex- 
hausted condition  on  3 (here  4)  October  2007  at  Petite- 
Terre  Nature  Reserve;  it  was  sent  to  rehabilitation,  banded, 
and  released  5 November.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


Furnishing  just  the  fourth  record  for  this  island,  this  Black 
Tern  at  Pointe  des  Chateaux,  Guadeloupe  was  discovered 
20  September  2007  (here)  and  stayed  until  the  26th. 
Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 

Sandpipers  were  seen  in  Bermuda  at  Riddell’s 
Bay  G.C.  26  Sep-5  Oct  (DBW)  and  St. 
Georges  G.C.  28  Sep  (PW).  A Dunlin  was  at 
the  East  End  Dairy,  Bermuda  10-11  Oct  (PW). 
In  Guadeloupe,  2 Buff-breasted  Sandpipers 
were  at  Pole  Caraibe  Airport  23  Sep,  one  at 
Pointe  des  Chateaux  26  Sep,  and  one  at  Desir- 
ade  1.  8 Oct  (AL).  A well-described  Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper  was  at  the  Marsh  Harbour, 
Abaco  landhll  10  Oct  (EB).  On  18  Aug,  the 
day  after  the  passage  of  Hurricane  Dean,  750 
shorebirds  were  counted  at  Pointe  des 
Chateaux,  Guadeloupe,  including  13  Red 
Knots  (AL,  ED,  AM);  one  knot  was  there  8 
Oct  (AL).  Lour  Red  Knots  were  seen  16  km 
off  the  w.  end  of  Bermuda  14  Sep  (PW),  and 
one  was  along  Chancery  Lane,  Barbados  28 
Oct  (EM).  The  sandspit  at  Green  Turtle  Cay 
continues  to  be  the  most  reliable  place  in  the 
Bahamas  for  Red  Knot;  6 were  there  7 Nov 
(EB).  Twenty  Short-billed  Dowitchers  at 
Green  Turtle  Cay,  Abaco  3 Aug  made  a good 
count  early  in  the  fall.  A Long-billed  Dow- 


itcher  was  videotaped  at  Treasure  Cay  landfill, 
Abaco  1 Nov  (EB,  BB).  Three  Wilson’s  Snipe, 
uncommon  in  Puerto  Rico,  were  seen  15  Oct 
at  the  Vieques  N.W.R.  (DG),  while  a high 
count  of  12  was  in  a field  off  Hannah  Rd., 
New  Providence  13  Nov  (TH). 

A South  Polar  Skua  was  seen  9 Aug  and  an 
unidentified  skua  noted  the  next  day  off  Pe- 
tite-Terre  N.R.,  Guadeloupe  (AL);  there  are 
very  few  records  of  skuas  from  the  Caribbean 
and  adjacent  Atlantic  waters.  About  1000  juv. 
Laughing  Gulls  were  on  Bottle  Cay  in  the 
Schooner  Cays  off  Eleuthera,  Bahamas  2 Aug 
(CW  PM).  A Ring-billed  Gull  on  the  Paradise 
Island  G.C.  12  Aug  was  very  early  (PD,  WP, 
ph.  TH).  On  24  Nov,  RZ  found  a Lesser  Black- 
backed  and  a Great  Black-backed  Gull  near 
the  cruise  ship  piers  on  Grand  Turk,  Turks  63: 
Caicos  Is. 

Two  Gull-billed  Terns  were  at  Port-Louis 
Swamp,  Guadeloupe  12  Sep  (AL,  ED).  A 
Caspian  Tern  was  at  Brown’s  Pt.,  New  Provi- 
dence 19-20  Oct  (PD,  ph.  TH,  TW);  one  at 
Pointe  des  Chateaux  25  Oct  made  Guade- 
loupe’s 4th  record  (AL);  and  3 were  at  Treas- 
ure Cay,  Abaco  27  Oct  (EB).  A Sandwich  Tern 
was  n.  of  Dockyard,  Bermuda  16  Oct  (PW). 
Roseate  Terns  were  noted  nesting  on  One 
Rock,  and  Bridled  Terns  nesting  on  Don’t 
Rock  (both  islands  are  off  Treasure  Cay)  3-7 
Aug  (BH,  EB).  A Roseate  Tern  at  Pointe  des 
Chateaux,  Guadeloupe  31  Aug 
furnished  the  latest  fall  record  for 
the  species  there  (ED).  About  16 
km  off  the  w.  end  of  Bermuda  on 
14  Sep,  PW  noted  an  Arctic  Tern, 
for  perhaps  the  first  fall  record  in 
Bermuda,  and  a Sooty  Tern.  A 
Eorster’s  Tern  was  present  at  var- 
ious Bermuda  locations  9 Nov-i- 
(EC,  AD).  Approximately  100 
pairs  of  Bridled  Terns  were  nest- 
ing on  cays  s.  of  Lighthouse  Pt., 

Eleuthera  2 Aug  (CW,  PM).  Two 
Black  Terns  fed  on  the  ponds  at 
Emerald  G.C.  and  one  at  Reef 
G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  3-6  Sep 
(BH,  BP).  Rarely  seen  in  Guade- 
loupe, a juv.  Black  Tern  remained  at  Pointe 
des  Chateaux  20-26  Sep  (AL).  A Black  Skim- 
mer, last  recorded  on  Bermuda  in  1993,  was  at 
Dockyard  26  Nov-7  Dec  (DBW). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

On  3 Aug,  CW  and  PM  found  large  numbers 
of  White-crowned  Pigeons  nesting  on  the 
Schooner  Cays,  Eleuthera;  many  were  sitting 
on  eggs  of  a second  brood.  Live  Bridled  Quail- 
Doves  were  seen  at  Cinnamon  Bay,  St.  John,  U. 
S.  Virgin  Islands  16  Aug  (LG),  while  a single 
bird  in  the  observer’s  garden  at  Savane  Paille 


15  Sep  was  the  first  for  at  least  10  years  in  Do- 
minica (NL).  Another  5 were  calling  on 
Mount  Pirata,  Vieques  1.  14  Oct  (DG).  Guade- 
loupe’s 4th  Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  caught 
and  banded  16  Oct  at  Petite-Terre  N.R.  (AL, 
ED).  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  were  seen  at  dif- 
ferent locations  on  Grand  Bahama  and  New 
Providence  14  Oct-11  Nov  (EG,  BP,  PD,  TH); 
one  was  at  the  abandoned  fruit  farm  on  Abaco 
21  Oct  (EB);  and  another  was  on  Grand  Turk 
24  Nov  (RZ).  More  than  100  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos  were  recorded  throughout  Bermuda 
during  the  passage  of  a strong  cold  front  12-14 
Oct  (PW);  this  front  produced  avian  fallout 
throughout  the  Bahamas  and  even  into  n. 
Central  America.  A Northern  Flicker  was  in 
the  Arboretum,  Bermuda  28  Nov  (PW). 

An  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was  found  on 
South  Andros  during  the  last  week  of  Oct  (ph. 
TH).  An  Empidonax  flycatcher,  possibly  a Yel- 
low-bellied, was  observed  at  the  Marsh  Har- 
bour landfill,  Abaco  10  Oct  (p.a.,  EB,  JHB). 
Two  Acadian  Flycatchers  were  photographed 
at  the  Government  Farm,  New  Providence  2-3 
Nov  (PD,  ph.  TH,  TW).  A Great  Crest- 
ed Flycatcher  was  at  Ferry  Pt.,  Bermuda  29  Sep 
(DBW).  At  least  2 Western  Kingbirds  were  at 
Emerald  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  16  Oct-Nov  (BP, 
m.ob.);  another  was  at  Clearwater,  Bermuda 
10-14  Nov  (DBW).  On  Grand  Bahama,  there 
were  75-100  Eastern  Kingbirds  near  BP’s  house 


in  Freeport  2 Sep,  and  12  at  EG’s  house  in  Lu- 
caya  20-22  Sep.  A Gray  Kingbird  was  at  Fort 
Scaur,  Bermuda  10-13  Oct  (AD).  Blue-headed 
Vireos  were  reported  at  St.  George’s  Park, 
Grand  Bahama  18  Sep  (BP),  at  Lakeview 
Ponds,  Paradise  L,  Bahamas  22  Nov  (CW),  and 
at  the  Bermuda  Institute  for  Oceanic  Sciences 
9 Nov  (EC).  The  Bahamas’  first  documented 
Warbling  Vireo,  a Philadelphia  Vireo,  and  up 
to  8 Red-eyed  Vireos  were  in  the  same  tree  at 
St.  Augustine  Monastery,  New  Providence  7-8 
Oct  (all  PD,  ph.  TH,  WP).  Another  Philadel- 
phia Vireo  was  at  Rock  Sound,  Eleuthera  17 


A Hudsonian  Godwit  was  at  Reef  Golf  Course,  Grand  Bahama  Island,  Bahamas 
12  August  through  4 September  (here)  2007.  This  spedes  is  rare  in  the  Ba- 
hamas, and  this  was  a first  for  the  island.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Hattett. 
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Bicknell's  Thrush  is  rarely  documented  in  the  Bahamas,  and  early  banding  records  there  lack  sufficient  data  to  separate  Bicknell's  out  from  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  records.  This  bird  was  pho- 
tographed 24  October  2007  at  Rock  Sound,  Eleuthera.  Photograph  by  Rudy  Badia. 


Oct  (RB,  ADo).  A juv.  or  female  Purple  Martin 
was  present  in  Pointe  a Pitre  town  centre  25 
Sep-7  Oct,  the  2nd  for  Guadeloupe  (AL).  At 
the  same  location,  Caribbean  Martins  num- 
bered 1360  on  26  Aug,  1540  on  25  Sep,  and 
711  on  7 Oct,  and  in  Sep-early  Oct,  these 
flocks  contained  up  to  6 all-dark  male  martins, 
either  Purple  or  Cuban.  Fifty  Barn  Swallows 
were  at  Petite-Terre  N.R.,  Guadeloupe  22  Sep 
(AL).  A rare  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  was  on 
Port  Royal  G.C.,  Bermuda  3 Oct  (DW).  Twelve 
Bahama  Mockingbirds  were  noted  in  Abaco 
N.P.  6 Aug  (BH,  EB).  In  Bermuda,  Northern 
Wheatears  were  discovered  at  Riddell’s  Bay 
G.C.  4-9  Oct  (DW),  the  National  Stadium  6 
Oct  (EA),  and  Lukes  Farm  golf  range  14  Oct 
(DW).  Single  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes  were  at 
Reef  G.C.  16  Oct  (BP)  and  the  Botanic  Gar- 
dens, Nassau,  Bahamas  19  Oct  (PD,  TH,  TW). 
A Bicknell’s  Thrush  was  banded  at  Rock 
Sound,  Eleuthera  24  Oct  (ph.  JDW,  JW,  RB, 
ADo).  Eour  Bare-eyed  Robins  were  at  Beauti- 
ran,  Guadeloupe  6 Nov  (AL,  FD).  In  Bermuda, 
2 Swainson’s  Thrushes  were  discovered  14  Oct 
at  Ferry  Pt.  and  one  on  Paget  1.  the  same  day 
(AD,  DBW);  one  was  at  Rock  Sound,  Eleuthera 
15  Oct  QDW). 

Blue-winged,  Tennessee,  Nashville,  Chest- 
nut-sided,  Blackpoll,  and  Hooded  Warblers,  all 
uncommon  but  annual,  were  reported  in  good 
numbers  in  the  n.  Bahamas  in  Sep  and  Oct 
(m.ob.).  A Golden-winged  Warbler  was  seen 
at  St.  Georges  G.C.,  Bermuda  13  Oct  (EA).  Ten 
Tennessee  Warblers  at  Garden  of  the  Groves, 
Grand  Bahama  17  Oct  was  an  exceptional 
count  (EG,  BP).  An  Orange-crowned  Warbler 
was  at  the  Bermuda  Institute  for  Oceanic  Sci- 
ences 10-12  Nov  (AD).  A Magnolia  Warbler  at 
Gaschet  Res.  19  Sep  provided  the  earliest  date 
for  Guadeloupe  (FD).  A Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  on  Vieques  1.  13  Oct  (DG)  marked  the 
, 4th  such  local  record.  An  Audubon’s  Warbler 


was  at  Rand  Nature  Centre,  Grand  Bahama  19 
Oct  (BP),  and  a Townsend’s  Warbler  was  a 
good  hnd  at  Ft.  Scaur,  Bermuda  14  Oct  (WF). 
A Blackburnian  Warbler  was  at  the  Botanical 
Gardens,  Nassau  19  Oct  (PD,  ph.  TH,  TW).  In 
Oct  and  Nov,  the  research  and  training  pro- 
gram on  Eleuthera  captured  or  sighted  10  pre- 
viously banded  Kirtland’s  Warblers  and  band- 
ed 6 new  ones  (jideJDW).  A Prairie  Warbler  at 
Port-Louis  Swamp  19  Sep  made  the  earliest 
date  for  Guadeloupe  (AL).  Blackpoll  Warblers 
passing  at  the  rate  of  800-1000  per  hour  on  the 
morning  of  13  Oct  provided  the  star  attraction 
for  an  International  Migrator)'  Bird  Day  event 
at  Pointe  des  Chateaux,  Guadeloupe  (AL,  ED). 
On  14  Oct,  AM’s  check  of  Vieux-Habitants, 
Guadeloupe  revealed  114  Blackpoll  Warblers 
and  two  firsts  for  Guade- 
loupe, a Blackburnian  War- 
bler and  a Connecticut  War- 
bler, plus  2 Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos  and  43  Bobolinks. 

In  Barbados,  where  there  was 
signihcant  rainfall  in  Oct, 

Blackpoll  Warblers  arrived  in 
much-above-average  num- 
bers, and  in  Grenada  large 
numbers  arrived  from  24  Oct 
onward.  The  Bahamas’  2nd 
Cerulean  Warbler  was  pho- 
tographed at  St.  Augustine 
Monastery  26  Aug  (PD,  ph. 

TH);  the  first  flew  into  a lighthouse  at  remote 
Cay  Lobos  on  26  Apr  1901.  Guadeloupe’s  ear- 
liest Prothonotary  Warbler  was  at  Port-Louis  1 
Sep  (AL,  FD),  and  one  was  at  Mt.  Hartman, 
Grenada  26  Oct  (AJ).  A Worm-eating  Warbler 
on  Mt.  Pirata  was  the  4th  for  Vieques  1.  15  Oct, 
while  a Kentucky  Warbler  was  there  13  Oct 
(DG).  Kentucky  Warblers  on  Bermuda  were  in 
the  Riddell’s  Bay  mangroves  7 Sep  and  at 
Ocean  View  G.G.  16  Oct  (EA).  Two  Swainson’s 


Warblers  were  also  at  Riddell’s  Bay  1 
Oct  (DW).  A Northern  Waterthrush  was  at  La 
Sagesse,  St.  Davids,  Grenada  28  Oct  (AJ).  An 
imm.  Hooded  Warbler  was  at  Lalanne  Port- 
Louis,  Guadeloupe  28  Oct  (FD).  A Wilson’s 
Warbler  was  at  the  Treasure  Cay  landfill,  Aba- 
co 11  Nov  (EB).  Single  Yellow-breasted  Chats 
were  observed  in  Bermuda  at  Port  Royal  G.C. 
30  Sep  (AD)  and  Pt.  Scaur  31  Oct  (DW).  War- 
bler counts  at  Beautiran,  Guadeloupe  6 Nov 
included  22  American  Redstarts,  22  Northern 
Waterthrushes,  6 Black-and-white  Warblers,  2 
Hooded  Warblers,  and  one  Ovenbird  (AL, 
ED). 

A Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  at  Pitman’s 
Pond,  Bermuda  13  Oct  (EA).  A Vesper  Spar- 
row was  at  the  Heydon  Trust,  Bermuda  23  Oct 


(AD).  Single  Grasshopper  Sparrows  were  not- 
ed in  Bermuda  at  Cedar  Grove  22  Oct,  Pit- 
man’s Pond  24  Oct  (WE),  and  on  Mid-Ocean 
G.G.  24  Oct  (AD).  A Lincoln’s  Sparrow  was  at 
Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  16  Oct  (AD).  A Song 
Sparrow  was  seen  at  Cooper’s  Pt.,  Bermuda  10 
Nov  (AD,  DBW).  Imm.  White-crowned  Spar- 
rows were  in  Bermuda  at  Port  Royal  G.C.  15 
Oct  (AD)  and  at  Westover  Parm  25  Oct  (WF). 
A Dark-eyed  J unco  was  in  St  David’s,  Bermu- 


This  Yellow-headed  Blackbird,  photographed  27  August  2007  at  Tarpum  Bay, 
Eleuthera  Island,  Bahamas,  was  the  country's  fifth.  Photograph  by  Jennifer  White. 
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da  15  Oct  (GA).  A Painted  Bunting,  furnish- 
ing the  5th  record  for  Bermuda,  was  at  Ferry 
Pt.  22  Oct  (EA).  On  Grand  Bahama,  high 
counts  of  40+  Bobolinks  were  noted  at  Reef 
G.C.  3 Sep  and  the  chicken  farm  4 Sep  (BH, 
BP),  and  10  were  at  the  Treasure  Cay  landfill 
Abaco  24  Sep  (EB,  JHB).  A Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  at  Tarpum  Bay,  Eleuthera  26  Oct-2 
Nov  ODW,  JW,  ph.  RB,  ADo,  SL,  MR)  provid- 
ed the  5th  record  for  the  Bahamas. 

Addendum:  A Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was 
videotaped  at  Hotel  Lamar,  Puerto  Plata  City, 
Dominican  Republic  3 Jun  2000  (vt.  AS). 


Observers:  Eric  Amos,  Gerry  Ardis,  Rudy 
Badia,  Bahamas  Marine  Mammal  Survey 
(B.M.M.S.)  John  Howard  Bethel  OHB),  Bet- 
sy Bracey,  Elwood  Bracey,  Elaine  Cook, 
Jerome  Daurat,  Paul  Dean,  Alana  Demko 
(ADo),  Andrew  Dobson  (AD),  Frantz  Du- 
zont,  Wendy  Frith,  Jacky  Froidefond,  Larry 
Gardella,  Daphne  Gemmill,  Bruce  Hallett, 
Tony  Hepburn,  Dick  Homan,  Linda  Huber, 
Anthony  Jeremiah,  Niels  Larsen,  Samantha 
Lawrentz,  Anthony  Levesque,  Jeremy 
Madeiros,  Alain  Mathurin,  Eddie  Messiah, 
Predensa  Moore,  Ornithology  Group  Ba- 
hamas National  Trust  (OG),  William  Binder, 


Bruce  Purdy,  Montana  Roberts,  Keith 
Rossiter,  Bruce  Sorrie,  Ante  Strand,  David 
Wallace  (DW),  Carolyn  Wardle,  Paul  Wat- 
son, Jennifer  White  ODW),  David  Wingate 
(DBW),  Anthony  White  (TW),  Joe  Wunder- 
le,  Richard  ZainEldeen.  (© 
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I Hawaiian  Islands 


Peter  Donaldson 


Hurricane  Flossie  approached  the  main 
islands  in  mid-August  but  produced 
little  significant  weather  and  no  obvi- 
ous effects  on  the  local  avifauna.  Relatively 
dry,  summer-like  weather  persisted  through 
October.  The  dry  weather  ended  suddenly 
with  flooding  rains  in  early  November.  The 
dry  weather  helped  concentrate  migrant 
shorebirds,  but  some  of  the  birds  dispersed  af- 
ter the  heavy  rains  created  new  wetlands.  Ear- 
ly fall  was  notable  for  an  unusual  number  of 
lingering  migrants  from  the  previous  fall.  The 
middle  of  the  season  produced  a number  of 
rare  migrants,  mainly  shorebirds.  Molokai  Is- 
land had  more  than  its  share  of  the  rare  shore- 
birds.  Observer  coverage  was  generally  pretty 
good,  but  we  had  few  pelagic  reports.  A 
spreadsheet  of  seasonal  observations  from 
eBird.org  provided  a wealth  of  data  on  some 
native  species,  which  often  receive  little  com- 
ment from  observers  and  contributors. 

Abbreviations:  EES.  (French  Frigate  Shoals 
Hawaiian  Islands  N.W.R.);  H.  (Hawaii  L); 
Flakalau  (Hakalau  N.W.R.,  Hawaii  L);  Hanalei 
(Hanalei  N.W.R.,  Kauai  L);  Honouliuli  (Hon- 
ouliuli  Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor  N.W.R.,  Oahu  L); 


K.  (Kauai  L);  Kanaha  (Kanaha  Pond,  Maui  L); 
Kawaiele  (Kawaiele  Waterbird  Sanctuary, 
Kauai  L);  Kealia  (Kealia  Pond  N.W.R.,  Maui 
L);  Kii  (Kii  Unit  of  James  Campbell  N.W.R., 
Oahu  L);  Kokee  (Kokee  S.P.,  Kauai  L);  K.P. 
(Kilauea  Pt.  N.W.R.,  Kauai  L);  M.H.I.  (Main 
Hawaiian  Islands);  M.  (Maui  L);  Midway 
(Midway  Atoll  N.W.R.);  Mo.  (Molokai  L); 
N.H.I.  (Northwest  Hawaiian  Islands);  O. 
(Oahu  L);  Ohiapilo  (Ohiapilo  Pond,  Molokai 
L);  Pouhala  (Pouhala  Marsh  Wildlife  Sanctu- 
ary, Oahu  L);  Waiawa  (Waiawa  Unit  of  Pearl 
Harbor  N.W.R.,  Oahu  I.);  Waikamoi 
(Waikamoi  Preserve,  Maui  L). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  PETRELS 

Migrant  waterfowl  are  rare  in  the  Region  late 
summer-early  fall,  but  this  year  we  had  an 
unusual  number  of  uncommon  species  that 
had  lingered  since  last  winter.  A Greater 
White-fronted  Goose  that  has  been  at  Wa- 
iakea  Pond,  H.  for  years  was  still  there  3 Aug 
(LC)  and  10  Oct  (DL,  m.ob.).  Other  Greater 
White-fronteds,  including  one  spotted  in  a 
field  in  Wahiawa,  O.  1 1 Oct  (KK)  and  3 ob- 
served at  Kealia  2 Nov  (MN)  and  21  Nov 
O&AK),  were  probably  new  migrants. 
Greater  White-fronteds  are  rare  in  the  Region. 
A Snow  Goose  that  arrived  last  year  lingered 


at  Kealia  through  at  least  2 Nov  (MN,  CP); 
this  is  the  first  record  for  a summering  bird  in 
Hawaii.  We  received  an  unusual  number  of 
Brant  reports,  including  one  of  6 at  Kamalo, 
Mo.  9 Nov  (ADY),  a single  bird  at  Kihei,  M. 
20  Nov  (RY),  3 at  Ohiapilo,  one  at  Kamalo, 
Mo.  25  Nov  (ADY),  2 at  Kihei,  M.  26  Nov 
(AV),  and  4 at  the  Salt  Pond  in  Hanapepe,  K. 
29  Nov  QD).  Lingering  migrant  ducks  in- 
cluded a Gadwall  at  Waiakea  Pond,  H.  10  Nov 
(DL)  and  an  American  Wigeon  at  Kaunanui, 
Mo.  through  at  least  21  Sep  (ADY).  New  mi- 
grant ducks  started  to  arrive  in  late  Sep  but  in 
low  numbers.  The  high  count  for  Northern 
Shovelers  was  79  at  Kii  24  Nov  (PD)  and  for 
Northern  Pintail  only  43  at  Kii  13  Oct  (PD). 
The  highest  count  of  bay  ducks  was  a flock  of 
3 Ring-necked  Ducks  and  13  Lesser  Scaup  at 
Kualapuu  Res.,  Mo.  6 Nov  (ADY).  Two  Can- 
vasbacks  were  observed  at  Kii  10  Oct+  (MO, 


This  female  Lesser  Frigatebird  (here  25  October  2007)  at 
French  Frigate  Shoals  was  later  joined  by  two  males.  Al- 
though not  as  distinctive  as  the  males,  this  photograph 


shows  the  diagnostic  black  throat  and  white  axillaries  that 
separate  Lesser  females  from  other  frigatebirds.  Photograph 
by  Marie  T Medina/United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 

m.ob.).  Canvasbacks  are  uncommon  in  the  is- 
lands. The  rarest  duck  of  the  season  was  a 
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r A Many  fledgling  shearwaters  and  petrels  never  reach  the  sea  when  they 
Jo  first  leave  their  nesting  burrows.  These  birds  become  confused  by  electric 
lights  and  flop  to  the  ground  where  they  become  victims  of  cars  and  introduced 
predators.  This  has  been  a particular  problem  on  Kauai  I.,  where  Hawaiian  Petrels 
(Endangered)  and  Newell's  Shearwaters  (Threatened)  breed.  The  Save  Our  Shear- 
waters program  was  started  in  1 978  to  rescue  and  release  grounded  birds.  The  res- 
cued birds  are  examined  and  banded  before  release,  and  the  data  are  recorded. 
These  records  provide  an  interesting  glimpse  at  seabirds  around  Kauai.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  data  show  an  apparent  continued  decline  in  Newell's  Shearwater  num- 
bers. The  results  of  the  fall  2007  S.O.S.  program  (provided  by  RD)  are  in  Table  1 . Not 
all  of  the  seabirds  handled  by  the  program  are  picked  up  on  shore;  the  storm-pe- 
trels, Bulwer's  Petrel,  and  Sooty  Terns  were  all  birds  that  landed  on  cruise  ships. 


Species 

Total 

Hawaiian  Petrel 

10 

Newell's  Shearwater 

302 

Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 

5 

Bulwer's  Petrel 

1 

Wedge-tailed  Shearwater 

72 

White-tailed  Tropicbird 

10 

Brown  Booby 

4 

Black  Noddy 

1 

Sooty  Tern 

5 

This  is  one  of  two  male  Lesser  Frigatebirds  present  late 
October  through  early  November  2007  at  French  Frigate 
Shoals,  showing  the  white  feathering  on  the  flanks  and 
axillaries  that  distinguish  the  males  of  this  species.  Photo- 
graph by  Ed  Conrad/United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 


This  22  September  2007  image  of  a Kudsonian  Godwit  at 
Kii,  Hawaii  shows  the  slightly  upturned  bill,  very  unlike 
Black-tailed  Godwit's  straight  bill.  A few  observers  were 
able  to  see  the  diagnostic  dark  underwing  coverts  that  sep- 
arate Hudsonian  from  Black-tailed,  but  none  of  the  photo- 
graphs of  this  bird,  only  the  second  ever  recorded  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  region,  showed  the  underwings.  Photo- 
graph by  Peter  Donaldson. 

Hooded  Merganser  at  Lokowaka  Pond,  H. 
seen  only  25  Nov  (ph.  J&AK) 

There  was  some  good  news  about  nesting 
seabirds.  At  Kaena  Point  Natural  Area  Re- 
serve, 0.,  around  2800  Wedge-tailed  Shear- 
water nesting  burrows  and  1556  chicks  were 
counted  (LY) — a big  increase  over  the  past 
several  years.  The  number  of  Wedge-taileds 
chicks  turned  in  on  Kauai  1.  has  also  in- 
creased. An  oiled  petrel  turned  into  Sea  Life 
Park,  O.  mid-Sep  (EV)  was  difhcult  to  identi- 
fy, but  was  eventually  determined  to  be  a 
Black-winged  Petrel,  a species  rare  but  regular 
.in  Hawaiian  waters. 


BOOBIES  THROUGH  HAWKS 

There  were  other  interesting  seabirds  around 
besides  tubenoses.  A Masked  Booby  was  spot- 
ted in  early  Aug  off  the  w.  coast  of  Hawaii  I., 
an  area  where  this  species  is  rarely  seen.  A 
Nazca  Booby  was  observed  on  EES.  early 
Sep-late  Oct  (ph.  MB,  EC,  MM,  MY,  DZ),  the 
3rd  recent  record  for  the  Region.  It  seems  a bit 
surprising  that  this  newly  described  species  is 
being  reported  regularly  so  far  from  its  main 
breeding  range  in  South  America.  Lesser 
Erigatebirds  were  observed  on  EES.,  begin- 
ning with  one  female  23  Oct.  Two  males 
joined  the  female  24  Oct-11  Nov.  One  male 
remained  11  Nov-i-  (ph.  MB,  EC,  MM,  MY). 

White-faced  Ibis  remained  scattered  across 
the  M.H.l.  Aug+  (m.ob.).  Most  of  the  White- 
faceds  were  at  locations  where  they  have  been 
observed  regularly,  but  one  at  Lokowaka 
Pond  25  Nov  Q&AK)  may  be  the  first  for  that 
location.  An  Osprey  was  spotted  in  w.  Hawaii 
1.  1 Sep  (RD).  There  were  many  reports  of  an 
Osprey  on  Oahu  I.  23  Sep+  (PD,  m.ob.).  A 
Northern  Harrier  was  observed  at  Honouliuli 
in  late  Sep  (MS,  RM,  PD),  and  one,  quite  pos- 
sibly the  same  bird,  was  at  Kii  10  Oct-17  Nov 
(MO,  m.ob.). 

SHOREBIRDS 

As  usual,  numbers  of  migrant  shorebirds 
ramped  up  rapidly  in  Aug,  with  a count  of 
330  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  at  Honouliuli  27 
Aug  (PD).  Pacific  Golden-Plover  is  the  most 
widespread  and  abundant  migrant  shorebird 
in  the  Region.  A Gray-tailed  Tattler  at  Ohiapi- 
lo  mid-30  Sep  (tADY)  was  a rare  find;  the 
species  is  seldom  reported  in  the  M.H.L,  but 
since  Gray-tailed  and  Wandering  Tattlers  are 
so  similar,  some  Gray-taileds  may  be  over- 
looked. An  Actitis  sandpiper,  either  Common 
or  Spotted,  was  seen  on  EES.  in  early  Aug 
(MP).  Spotted  Sandpiper  has  been  confirmed 
once  previously  at  EES.,  whereas  other 
records  from  the  N.H.I.  could  have  pertained 
to  either  Spotted  or  Common  Sandpipers,  the 


Bar-tailed  Godwits  are  the  most  common  godwits  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  region  but  are  still  quite  uncommon.  Few 
are  documented  as  well  as  this  second-year  bird  pho- 
tographed along  the  Pearl  Harbor  shoreline  15  October 
2007.  Photograph  by  Michael  Walther. 


A Semipalmated  Sandpiper  was  nicely  photographed  17 
August  2007  at  Ohiapllo  on  Molokai  Island,  Hawaii.  Semi- 
palmated Sandpipers  are  rare  in  the  Region,  and  very  few 
"peeps"  are  photographically  documented  in  Hawaii.  Pho- 
tograph by  Michael  Walther. 

latter  as  yet  unconfirmed  from  the  Region.  A 
godwit  spotted  at  Kii  13  Sep  (ph.,  MS)  was 
later  identihed  as  a Hudsonian  Godwit  (ph. 
PD,  m.ob.);  it  remained  at  Kii  through  at  least 
3 Oct.  There  is  only  one  previous  record  of 
Hudsonian  for  the  Region,  plus  one  record  of 
a godwit  that  could  have  been  either  a Hud- 
sonian or  a Black-tailed.  A Bar-tailed  Godwit, 
a one-legged  bird,  was  spotted  at  Honouliuli 
15  Oct  (ph.  MW)  and  remained  in  the  area 
through  30  Oct  (MW,  MO,  MS).  Two  juv.  Bar- 
taileds  found  at  Kii  28  Oct  (BH,  KP)  lingered 
through  at  least  17  Nov  (m.ob.).  Bar-tailed 
Godwits  are  rare  but  regular  in  the  Region.  A 
Red  Knot  was  spotted  at  Ohiapilo  18  Oct  (ph. 
ADY)  and  remained  in  the  area  Oct+  (ADY); 
Red  Knots  are  rare  in  the  Region,  and  this  was 
the  first  report  from  Molokai  1.  Another  rare 
sandpiper  on  Molokai  I.  was  a juv.  Semi- 
palmated Sandpiper  discovered  6 Sep  at  Ohi- 
apilo (ph.  MW,  ADY);  it  remained  through  at 
least  16  Sep  (ADY).  Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers 
were  widespread  and  showed  up  in  good 
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The  rarest  duck  of  the  fall  2007  season  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  region  was  this  female  Hooded  Merganser  (left)  photographed 
at  Lokowaka  Pond,  Hawaii  Island  25  November.  It  was  fortunate  the  bird  was  photographed  that  day,  as  it  was  never  seen 
again.  Photograph  by  Jon  King. 


Whimbrels  are  much  less  common  than  Bristle-thighed 
Curievjs  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  This  Whimbre!  on  the  south- 
f/estern  coast  of  Oahu  Island  15  August  2007  was  coopera- 
tive enough  to  allow  some  excellent  photographs  that  show 
the  subtle  features  that  separate  the  two  species.  Note  the 
dull  brown  upperparts  with  small  pale  spots  and  the  lack  of 
spiky  thigh  feathers.  Photograph  by  Michael  Walther. 


This  was  a good  fall  for  unusual  shorebirds  on  Molokai  Is- 
land, Hawaii.  Three  Ruffs,  two  males  and  a female,  were 
observed  regularly  in  Molokai  wetlands.  This  photograph 
from  Ohiapilo  6 November  2007  shows  one  of  the  males. 
Ruffs  are  regular  in  the  Region,  but  it  is  rare  to  see  three  to- 
gether. Photograph  byArleone  Dibben-Young. 

numbers  this  fall  (m.ob.).  The  high  count  was 
of  25  birds  at  Kii  27  Oct  (MO).  A Curlew 
Sandpiper  was  observed  at  Honouliuli  23  Sep 
(PD),  and  one  was  seen  there  23  Oct  (ph. 
MW),  A large  shorebird  spotted  14  Aug  at 
Maile  Beach  Park,  0.  (BJ)  was  identified  15 
Aug  as  a Whimbrel  (ph.  MW).  On  10  Oct,  the 


bird  was  observed  to  have  a brown  rump,  so 
it  must  have  been  a North  American  bird  (for- 
merly known  as  Hudsonian  Curlew  or  Hud- 
sonian  Whimbrel)  (BJ);  another  remained  at 
Koheo,  Mo.  25  Oct+  (ADY).  Whimbrels  are 
much  less  common  in  this  Region  than  Bris- 
tle-thighed Curlews — unlike  almost  any- 
where else  in  the  world — and  there  are  no 
previous  records  from  Molokai  1.  Bristle- 
thigheds  were  present  in  good  numbers  on 
Oahu  and  Molokai  I.,  with  a high  count  of  53 
at  Kii  20  Oct  (RM,  PD).  Single  Ruffs  were 
seen  at  Kealia  14  Aug  (AB)  and  Kii  19  Sep 
(MS).  A single  male  Ruff  at  Ohiapilo  3 Sep 
was  joined  by  a female  Ruff  5 Sep  (ph.  ADY) 
and  then  a 2nd  male  11  Nov  (ph.  ADY).  The 
3 Ruffs  remained  in  the  Ohiapilo  area  Nov+ 
(ADY,  m.ob.).  Ruffs  are  uncommon  in  the  Re- 
gion, and  there  is  only 
one  previous  record 
from  Molokai  I, 

GULLS  THROUGH 
PASSERINES 

Gulls  were  generally 
scarce  through  the  fall. 

Single  Laughing  Gulls 
were  seen  at  various 
spots  on  Oahu  and 
Molokai  1.  Aug+  (m.ob.). 

A Ring-billed  Gull  was 
observed  at  Kii  27  Oct 
(MO),  and  2 were  at  Ho- 
nouliuli 25  Nov  (PD).  A 
Franklin’s  Gull  was  seen 
offshore  from  w.  Hawaii 
I.  13  Aug  (ph.  RB),  and 
one  was  observed  at  Kealia  in  mid-Aug  (MN). 
Franklin’s  are  regular  in  the  Region  late 
spring-early  summer  but  are  quite  rare  other- 
wise. Two  Common  Terns  were  observed  at 
EES.  8 Aug-17  Sep,  and  one  continued  there 
through  14  Oct  (ph.  MB,  EC,  MM,  MY).  A 
Least  or  Little  Tern  was  found  at  Kealia  15 
Aug  (MN),  and  a subad.  Least  Tern  was  seen 


A House  Finch  photographed  on  tiny  Sand  Island,  French 
Frigate  Shoals  17  September  2007  required  some  careful 
study  to  identic  it,  as  Asian  vagrants  have  also  been 
recorded  in  the  vicinity.  Photograph  by  Ed  Comad/Mted 
States  Fish  and  Wiidlife  Service. 

at  Honouliuli  23  Sep  (PD).  Both  Least  and 
Common  Terns  are  regular  in  the  Region,  but 
Least  Terns  are  reported  more  frequently  in 
the  M.H.I.  than  Commons.  A Mourning  Dove 
was  seen  in  e.  Molokai  I.  4 Nov  (WDR).  The 
represents  the  first  record  for  Molokai  I. 

The  Greater  Necklaced  Laughing-Thrush 
is  an  elusive  introduced  babbler.  In  this  Re- 
gion, it  is  found  only  on  Kauai  I.  One  observ- 
er was  lucky  enough  to  spot  one  at  Hanalei  in 
n.  Kauai  I.  31  Aug  and  then  find  5 more  at 
Huleia  in  s.  Kauai  I.  1 Sep  (ph.  MW).  House 


Finches  are  widespread  and  abundant  in  the 
M.H.I. , but  a female  on  FES.  7 Sep-2  Nov 
(ph.  EC,  MY)  represents  only  the  3rd  record 
for  the  N.H.I.  This  location  is  650  km  from 
the  main  islands.  There  are  two  small  islands 
between  EES.  and  Niihau  L,  the  closest  of  the 
main  islands. 

Reviewing  reports  of  native  Hawaiian 


This  Red  Knot  at  Ohiapiia  1 8 October  2007  (here)  and  later  was  one  of  a number  of  rare 
shorebirds  on  Molokai  Island,  Hawaii  this  fall.  Photograph  byArleone  Dibben-Yomg. 
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passerines  can  be  a strange  experience.  Some 
of  these  species  are  extremely  rare,  yet  are  re- 
ported regularly.  Others  species  are  apparent- 
ly still  relatively  common  yet  rarely  reported. 
Birders  (and  birding  tour  companies)  obvi- 
ously target  the  rarer  species.  We  had  only  a 
few  reports  of  any  of  the  Kauai  natives.  Kauai 
Amakihi  were  reported  17  Aug  QD)  and  3 Oct 
(one  bird;  DL)  in  Kokee  and  in  Waimea 
Canyon  6 Nov  (PF).  One  Anianiau  was  re- 
ported in  Kokee  3 Oct  (DL).  Two  Akekee 
were  observed  17  Aug  QD)-  Kauai  Amakihi 
and  Anianiau  are  believed  to  be  relatively 
common  in  Kokee,  while  Akekee  have  be- 
come rare.  Palila  (Endangered)  were  found 
regularly  at  Puu  Laau,  H.  Aug+  (H.EX,  DL), 
but  most  reports  gave  little  information  on 
abundance.  The  Akiapolaau  (Endangered)  is 
a rare  Hawaii  endemic,  but  we  received  no 
fewer  than  26  reports  (BR,  DL,  DK,  H.ET, 
m.ob.)!  It  is  encouraging  that  observers  are 
able  to  find  this  species  fairly  regularly.  We 
also  received  a number  of  reports  of  Hawaii 
Creepers  and  Akepa  (both  Endangered)  Aug+ 
mainly  from  tour  groups  at  Hakalau  (H.ET, 
m.ob.).  The  only  report  of  more  than  a single 
Hawaii  Creeper  was  of  several  at  Hakalau  7 
Oct  (DL).  Only  a few  Hawaii  Creepers  and 
Akepa  were  reported  elsewhere  in  cen.  Hawaii 
1.  Aug+  (BR).  Reports  of  Maui  endemics  have 
been  very  sparse  since  Waikamoi  has  been 
closed  due  to  a program  to  control  feral  un- 
gulates. However,  one  of  the  rare  Maui  forest 
birds,  the  Akohekohe  (Endangered),  was  very 
accommodating,  remaining  in  view  for  over 
an  hour  at  Hosmer  Grove  1 Oct  (ph.  VG,  RT). 
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Richard  Fischer,  Carol  Foil,  Patricia  Folsom, 
Valerie  Gebert,  Hawaii  Audubon  Society, 
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Michael  Nishimoto,  Mike  Ord,  Rob  Pacheco, 
Monika  Parsons,  Sylvia  Pelizza,  Kurt 
Pohlman,  Thane  Pratt,  Chuck  Probst,  Lee 
Ripma,  W.  Douglas  Robinson,  Brooks  Rownd, 
Dorcie  Sakuma,  Joseph  Scott,  Michael  Silber- 
nagle,  Rob  Taylor,  Eric  VanderWerf,  Ann  Vi- 
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Abstract 

North  America’ s first  Sedge  Warbler  {Acro- 
cephalus  schoenobaenus)  was  photographed  at 
the  village  of  Gambell,  Saint  Lawrence  Island, 
Alaska  on  30'  September  2007.  This  species 
constitutes  a new  species  and  even  genus 
(Acrocephahs)  for  North  America — and  the 
seventh  new  species  for  North  America  docu- 
mented at  Gambell  in  autumn  during  the  past 
nine  years. 

introduction 

The  village  of  Gambell,  located  at  the  north- 
western tip  of  Saint  Lawrence  Island  in  the 
northern  Bering  Sea  (see  Lehman  and  Rosen- 
berg 2007),  is  host  to  numerous  Palearctic  va- 
grants during  migration.  Much  has  been  writ- 
ten previously  on  records  of  new  North  Amer- 
ican bird  species  recently  discovered  at  Gam- 
bell (Lehman  2000,  Lehman  2003,  Lehman 
and  Rosenberg  2007),  as  well  as  on  the  spe- 
cific birding  locations,  habitats,  and  the  status 
and  distribution  of  birds  found  at  Gambell 
(see  Lehman  2005).  The  autumn  season  of 
2007  was  an  extraordinary  season  for  rarities 
and  included  the  first  North  American  record 
of  Yellow-browed  Bunting  (Emberiza 
chrysophrys).  This  article  presents  documen- 
tation for  the  first  North  American  record  of 
Sedge  Warbler  (Acrocephahs  schoenobaenus), 
a species  that  breeds  in  Europe,  western  Rus- 
sia, and  northwestern  China. 

Field  encounter 

For  several  days  preceding  30  September 
2007,  Saint  Lawrence  Island  experienced 
winds  from  the  north  and  northeast,  caused 
by  a seemingly  continuous  series  of  low-pres- 
sure systems  that  moved  across  the  Aleutians 
and  into  the  southern  and  central  Bering  Sea, 
and  then  continued  eastward  to  the  mainland 
coast  between  Norton  Sound  and  the  Alaska 
Peninsula.  On  the  30th,  lighter  winds,  mainly 
from  the  northwest,  prevailed.  On  that  morn- 
ing, several  searches  of  the  regular  birding 
spots,  including  the  “near  boneyards,”  turned 


up  no  new  Palearctic  arrivals,  just  the  same 
few  lingering  species  already  present,  includ- 
ing an  Eyebrowed  Thrush  (Turdus  obscurus) 
and  several  Bramblings  (Fringilla  montif- 
ringilla),  as  well  as  a few  new  but  rare-but-reg- 
ular  sparrows  from  the  adjacent  Alaska  main- 
land. At  about  6:00  p.m.,  Lehman  went  back 
into  the  near  boneyard,  while  Rosenberg 
headed  to  the  lodge.  About  15  minutes  later, 
Lehman  radioed  that  Rosenberg  should  return 
to  help  locate  a bird  he  had  just  found.  Rosen- 
berg’s radio  call  for  an  update  elicited  a one- 
word  reply  from  Lehman:  “Run!!!!”  Lehman 
had  had  a brief  look  at  a bird  with  a bold 
blackish  eyebrow  that  he  thought  it  could  be 
an  Acrocephahs  of  some  sort,  perhaps  a Black- 
browed  Reed  Warbler  (A.  bistrigiceps) , which 
both  knew  would  be  new  for  North  America, 
or  something  equally  unusual.  The  bird  was 
relocated  by  flushing  it,  and  both  observers 
spent  the  next  90  minutes  or  so  attempting  to 
obtain  photographs.  The  bird  was  secretive, 
occasionally  landing  in  the  open  briefly,  but 
then  typically  darting  for  cover  into  the  dense 
vegetation.  The  sun  was  setting,  and  eventual- 
ly it  was  too  dark  for  Lehman  to  use  his  video 
camera  for  documentation,  which  left  Rosen- 
berg with  his  Nikon  fitted  vAth  a 400mm  lens. 
The  sun  v/as  low  on  the  horizon,  and  several 
local  children  and  dogs  were  running  around 
in  the  boneyards.  Although  Lehman  had  brief 
binocular  views  of  the  bird  on  the  ground, 
Rosenberg’s  views  were  exclusively  through 
the  camera  lens.  Finally,  the  bird  remained  in 
the  open  for  more  than  a split  second,  and 
Rosenberg  managed  to  get  a series  of  photo- 
graphs (Figures  1-6). 

After  we  reviewed  the  images  on  the  cam- 
era’s LCD  screen,  we  believed  that  we  had 
seen  the  bird  as  well  as  we  were  going  to  and 
that  we  had  obtained  photographs  adequate 
to  document  it,  whatever  species  it  turned  out 
to  be.  We  were  reasonably  sure  it  was  one  of 
three  species  of  confusing  Acrocephahs  war- 
blers found  in  Eurasia:  Sedge  Warbler  (A. 
schoenobaenus),  Aquatic  Warbler  (A.  paludico- 


la),  or  Moustached  Warbler  (A.  melano- 
pogon).  Once  back  at  the  lodge,  we  trans- 
ferred the  photographs  to  a computer,  inde- 
pendently compared  them  with  a few  refer- 
ences we  had  with  us  (e.g.,  Mullarney  et  al. 
1999),  and  both  deduced  that  the  bird  was  a 
Sedge  Warbler.  Subsequently,  we  posted  the 
photographs  to  the  Internet  to  solicit  opin- 
ions from  observers  familiar  with  the  genus. 

Description 

The  field  marks  described  below  are  derived 
both  from  the  photographs  (Figures  1-6)  and 
from  direct  observation  of  the  bird.  It  should 
be  noted  that  the  bird  was  photographed  very 
late  in  the  afternoon,  in  failing  light,  so  there 
is  a slight  difference  between  our  impressions 
of  the  overall  coloration  of  the  bird  and  some 
of  the  characteristics  noted  in  the  photo- 
graphs. Because  of  the  low-light  situation, 
some  of  the  photographs  show  higher  con- 
trast (e.g.,  bolder  breast  streaking)  than  was 
our  impression  of  the  bird’s  appearance  in  the 
field.  Several  skilled  European  birdwatch- 
ers/ornithologists identified  the  bird  in  the 
photographs  as  a Sedge  Warbler. 

In  the  field,  the  bird  appeared  smaller  than 
a Middendorff’s  Grasshopper-Warbler  (Lo- 
custella  ochotensis)  and  lacked  the  noticeable 
pale  tips  to  the  tail  feathers  that  would  be  ev- 
ident in  that  species.  There  are  several  previ- 
ous fall  records  of  Middendorff’s  from  Gam- 
bell, and  it  was  important  for  us  to  eliminate 
that  and  related  species,  such  as  Pallas’s 
Grasshopper- Warbler  (L.  certhiola).  Most  no- 
ticeable was  a blackish  crown  (split  by  a pale 
huffy  crown  stripe),  a narrow,  pale,  distinct 
whitish  eyebrow,  an  unstreaked  rufous  rump 
area,  a dull  brown  back  with  black  streaks, 
and  a faint  row  of  dark  streaks  or  spotting  on 
the  breast  (a  feature  that  appears  bolder  in 
one  of  the  photographs  than  in  life).  Two  oth- 
er characters  are  seen  in  the  photographs:  the 
dark  brown  eyeline  continues  through  the 
eye,  creating  dark  lores,  and  the  primary  pro- 
jection is  long  (compared  to  Moustached 
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Figures  1-6.  Photographs  of  the  Gambell,  Alaska,  Sedge  Warbler  taken  30  September  2007.  In  combination,  these  images  show  all  of  the  important  field  characters  that  distinguish  this  species  from  both 
Aquatic  and  Moustached  Warblers,  including  a dark  crown  with  pale  central  crown-stripe,  pale  eyebrow,  dark  line  through  the  eye  extending  through  the  lores,  dark  streaks  on  the  back  (lacking  thick 
buffy-white  "tramlines"),  pale  tertial  edgings,  dark  streaks  or  spotting  on  sides  of  the  breast,  unstreaked  rufous  rump,  unstreaked  buffy  sides  and  flanks  contrasting  with  whiter  belly  and  throat,  and  rela- 
tively long  primary  projection.  Photographs  by  Gary  H.  Rosenberg. 


Warbler;  see  below).  These  are  distinguishing 
characters  for  a hatch-year  Sedge  Warbler  in 
fresh  plumage.  The  bird  did  not  call.  Subse- 
quent searches  failed  to  relocate  the  bird. 


Identification 

The  observers  had  limited  personal  experi- 
ence with  Acrocephalus,  so  our  comparison  of 
similar  species  is  gleaned  from  the  literature 


and  from  a compilation  of  the  personal  expe- 
rience of  others.  From  a comparison  of  our 
photographs  with  a number  of  published  and 
Internet  illustrations,  and  from  the  com- 
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thought  to  lie  at  Russia's  Yenesei  River,  a distance  of  some  4200  km  from  Gambell.  Misorieritation,  or  specifically  reversed  migration, 
of  a Sedge  Warbler  csold  bring  an  individual  into  the  Bering  Sea,  rather  than  toward  the  normal  wintering  areas  in  sub-Saharan 
Africa.  MapbyVirgimaMaymd. 


ments  of  numerous  reviewers  of  the  photo- 
graphs, we  were  able  to  confirm  easily  that 
our  bird  was  one  of  the  three  species  men- 
tioned above.  The  obscure  Streaked  Reed- 
Warbler  (Acrocephalus  sorgophilus)  is  an  ex- 
tremely rare  and  local  species  from  eastern 
China;  it  is  ruled  out  on  the  basis  of  its  larg- 
er size,  much  longer  bill,  much  reduced  lat- 
eral crown  stripes,  and  browner  tertials  (Ken- 
nerley  and  Leader  1992). 

All  of  the  distinguishing  characters  men- 
tioned above  can  be  seen  in  the  series  of  pho- 
tographs (Figures  1-6).  If  the  bird  had  been 
an  Aquatic  Warbler,  the  overall  coloration 
would  have  been  more  yellowish,  not  the  dull 
brown  that  the  photographs  show.  It  would 
have  had  shown  bolder,  buffy-white  stripes 
on  the  back,  forming  a white  brace  (“tram- 
line”) of  streaks  similar  to  that  of  Pechora 
Pipit  (Anthus  gustavi)  or  female/autumn 
Bobolink  (DoUchonyx  oryzivorus),  as  well  as  a 
streaked  rump,  noticeable  streaks  on  the  sides 
and  flanks,  and  pale  lores  that  create  a differ- 
ent facia!  “expression.”  The  photographs 
clearly  show  dark  lores  (Figures  1,  2),  un- 
streaked rufous  rump  contrasting  greatly  with 
the  remainder  of  the  upperparts  (Figure  1), 
unstreaked  buffy  sides  (Figures  1-3,  5),  and 
the  lack  of  thick  buffy-white  “tramlines”  on 
the  back  (Figure  1,4).  Moustached  Warbler, 
which  can  be  even  more  similar  to  Sedge,  and 
which  has  a subspecies  (mimica)  that  is  par- 
ticularly similar,  is  eliminated  by  the  Gambell 
bird’s  long  primary  extension  (about  equal  in 


length  to  the  pale-edged  tertials),  which  is 
clearly  seen  in  the  photographs  (Figures  1 , 4, 
6);  all  taxa  of  Moustached  have  a shorter  pri- 
mary extension  (about  one-quarter  to  one- 
third  the  length  of  the  exposed  pale-edged 
tertials).  Although  the  mimica  subspecies  of 
Moustached  can  have  longer  primary  exten- 
sion than  the  nominate  subspecies,  and  thus 
is  closer  to  Sedge  Warbler  in  this  regard,  oth- 
er characters  are  useful  in  climating  Mous- 
tached. Moustached  Warblers  of  all  ages  lack 
the  distinct  dark  spotting  or  streaking  that  is 
evident  on  the  breast  of  the  Gambell  bird 
(Figure  2),  a feature  characteristic  of  imma- 
ture Sedge  Warbler  (Harris  et  al.  1996, 
Mullamey  et  al.  1999).  Also,  Moustached  has 
a broader  eyebrow  that  is  “squared  off’  in  the 
back,  has  a brighter  rufous  nape  and  neck 
(duller  in  Sedge),  a blacker,  more  contrasting 
eyeline,  and  a more  rufous  tone  to  the  back, 
so  that  it  does  not  contrast  as  much  with  the 
rufous  ramp  (Harris  et  al.  1996).  The  photo- 
graphs show  that  the  brightest  rufous  portion 
of  the  Gambell  bird  is  the  ramp,  which  con- 
trasts with  the  duller  back. 

Discussion 

Sedge  Warbler  is  monotypic;  it  breeds  com- 
monly across  much  of  northern  Europe  in  a 
variety  of  habitats,  including  drier  portions  of 
reed-beds,  sedge-dominated  marshes, 
hedgerows,  and  wet  thickets,  often  close  to 
water  (Vaurie  1959,  Cramp  et  al.  1992,  Bea- 
man and  Madge  1998,  del  Hoyo  et  al.  2007). 


The  literature  does  not  delineate  the  north- 
eastern breeding  limit  (i.e.,  closest  breeding 
area  to  North  America),  but  it  appears  to  be 
near  the  Yenesei  River  in  northwestern  Russia 
(Dement’ev  and  Gladkov  1954,  del  Hoyo  et 
al.  2007;  Figure  7),  approximately  4200  kilo- 
meters from  Gambell.  Farther  south  and  east, 
it  has  been  found  breeding  in  Xinjiang 
Province  in  northwestern  China  (Zheng 
1987;  Paul  Leader,  pers.  comm.;  Figure  7). 
Although  this  breeding  location  is  farther 
east  than  the  Yenesei  River,  because  it  is  far- 
ther south  it  is  actually  more  distant  from 
Gambell. 

Both  Moustached  and  Aquatic  Warblers 
have  much  more  restricted  breeding  ranges 
and  overall  shorter  migrations.  Moustached 
has  the  most  limited  range  of  the  three,  breed- 
ing no  farther  east  than  the  Caspian  Sea,  and 
wintering  locally  in  the  Middle  East  and 
northern  Africa  (Vaurie  1959,  Cramp  et  al. 
1992,  Baker  1997,  del  Hoyo  et  al.  2007).  The 
combination  of  short  primary  projection 
(which  generally  corresponds  to  a species’ 
shorter  overall  migration  distance),  and  the 
necessity  to  travel  a much  greater  distance  to 
reach  North  America,  would  probably  make 
Moustached  a less  likely  candidate  for  va- 
grancy to  Gambell.  In  a similar  fashion, 
Aquatic  Warbler  does  not  breed  nearly  as  far 
north  and  east  as  does  Sedge,  and  it  winters  in 
the  Sahelian  belt  of  sub-Saharan  West  Africa, 
mainly  along  the  lower  Senegal  River  (Djoudj 
National  Park  and  surroundings,  discovered 
in  January  2007;  Vaurie  1959,  Cramp  et  al. 
1992,  Baker  1997,  BirdLife  2008  lUCN  Red 
List,  <www.birdlife.org>),  not  as  far  south  as 
Sedge.  Sedge  Warbler  winters  mainly  in  sub- 
Saharan  Africa,  a distance  of  at  least  8000 
kilometers  from  the  northern  portion  of  the 
Yenesei  River,  and  therefore  has  the  best  pos- 
sibility of  the  three  to  occur  as  a vagrant  in 
eastern  Asia  or  in  North  America. 

Sedge  Warbler  has  not  been  considered  a 
potential  vagrant  to  western  Alaska  or  else- 
where in  North  America,  but  its  breeding  dis- 
tribution is  not  that  dissimilar  from  other 
species  that  have  shown  up  on  islands  in  the 
Bering  Sea,  such  as  Wood  V^arbler  (Phyllosco- 
pus  sibilatrix),  Lesser  Whitethroat  (Sylvia  cur- 
ruca),  and  Spotted  Flycatcher  (Muscicapa  stri- 
ata). The  key  is  the  fact  that  Sedge  Warbler  is 
such  a long-distance  migrant.  Its  occurrence 
in  the  Bering  Sea  region  possibly  represents  a 
“reverse”  migration:  the  Bering  Sea  is  an  ap- 
proximately 180-degree  misorientation  from 
the  normal  migratory  direction  from  western 
Russia  to  sub-Saharan  Africa  (Figure  7).  Giv- 
en that  several  species  with  a more  Western 
Palearctic  breeding  distribution  have  now  oc- 
curred on  the  Bering  Sea  and  Aleutian  islands, 
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we  should  expand  the  list  of  potential  new 
species  that  might  occur  in  North  America  to 
include  those  long-distance  migrants  that 
breed  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Western 
Palearctic.  Although  such  preparation  in- 
volves a good  deal  of  speculation,  recent 
records  have  shown  that  it  can  be  time  well 
invested. 
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depicts  sites  where  thousands  of  individuals  of  this  subspecies  spend  the  non-breeding  season. 


Abstract 

This  paper  provides  details  on  observations  of 
ice-encrusted  Rock  Sandpipers  (Calidris 
ptilocnemis)  foraging  and  roosting  in  winter 
on  upper  Cook  Inlet,  Alaska,  and  discusses 
the  apparent  behavioral  and  metabolic  strate- 
gies in  this  species  for  maintaining  a winter 
presence  in  a far-northern  location. 

Introduction 

During  the  non-breeding  season,  four  sub- 
species of  Rock  Sandpiper  distribute  them- 
selves across  the  Pacific  coast  of  North  Amer- 
ica, from  the  Aleutian  Islands  south  to  Cali- 
fornia. The  species  is  typically  found  in  small 
flocks  along  rocky  shorelines,  but  one  sub- 
species, Calidris  ptilocnemis  ptilocnemis,  gath- 
ers in  flocks  of  thousands  along  expansive 
mudflats  of  upper  Cook  Inlet  near  Anchorage, 
Alaska  (Gill  1997,  Gill  et  al.  2002),  This  sub- 
species breeds  only  on  remote  islands  in  the 
Bering  Sea,  and  the  fact  that  a large  proportion 


of  the  population  spends  the  non-breeding 
season  at  sites  in  upper  Cook  Inlet  was  only 
recently  determined  by  researchers  conduct- 
ing aerial  surveys  in  the  1990s  (D.  Erickson, 
unpubl,  as  related  in  Gill  and  Tibbitts  1999). 
During  winter,  these  sites  are  characterized  by 
average  daily  high  temperatures  that  remain 
below  freezing  for  nearly  five  months  straight, 
wind  chills  that  send  temperatures  below  -30° 
F,  as  little  as  five  hours  of  daylight,  and  exten- 
sive ice  cover.  Despite  these  seemingly  inhos- 
pitable conditions,  many  thousands  of  Rock 
Sandpipers  spend  late  October  through  late 
April  at  upper  Cook  Inlet  sites,  including 
Susitna  Flats,  Trading  Bay,  Redoubt  Bays,  and 
near  the  mouths  of  the  Kenai  River  and 
Kasilof  River  (Figure  1).  These  locations  rep- 
resent the  northernmost  North  American  sites 
used  by  shorebirds  in  winter,  and  these  hardy 
shorebirds  demonstrate  numerous  unique  be- 
havioral and  physiological  adaptations  to  this 
severe  environment. 


Despite  the  severe  cold,  Cook  Inlet  sup- 
ports high  densities  of  nourishing  benthic  in- 
vertebrates. Rock  Sandpipers  exploit  an 
abundance  of  small  clams  (Macoma  balthica) 
and  polychaete  worms  (Araiicola  species)  to 
survive  at  these  sites  in  winter.  Even  with 
plentiful  food  resources,  however,  Rock  Sand- 
pipers must  still  satisfy  their  basic  energetic 
requirements  within  the  constraints  of  North 
America’s  second-most  extreme  tidal  fluctua- 
tions, tides  that  in  winter  form  huge  expans- 
es of  im_penetrable  shorefast  ice  abutting 
mudflats  that  often  freeze  solid  during  low 
tide.  To  help  mitigate  the  temporal  inaccessi- 
bility of  food  resources  due  to  inundation  or 
ice  cover.  Rock  Sandpipers  in  Cook  Inlet  car- 
ry fat  loads  comprising  up  to  20%  of  total 
body  mass  (R.  Gill  and  T.  Piersma,  unpubl.). 
This  contrasts  starkly  with  most  shorebird 
species  during  the  non-breeding  season, 
which  typically  minimize  body  weight,  and 
thus  fat  reserves.  In  general,  birds  are  be- 
lieved to  manage  the  trade-off  between  in- 
creased vulnerability  to  predation  and  dimin- 
ished body  reserves  (Lima  1986,  McNamara 
and  Houston  1990).  Heavier  birds  have  high- 
er wing-loading  and  reduced  escape  perform- 
ance (Burns  and  Ydenberg  2002),  but  birds 
with  greater  fat  reserves  are  better  able  to 
withstand  periods  of  decreased  food  availabil- 
ity (Blem  1990).  Rock  Sandpipers  in  upper 
Cook  Inlet  are  remarkable  in  that  they  appar- 
ently manage  this  trade-off  between  preda- 
tion risk  and  energy  reserves  differently  than 
other  shorebird  species.  These  birds  are  not 
exposed  to  the  normal  risk  of  increased  vul- 
nerability to  avian  predators  associated  with 
high  body  mass  because  aerial  predators  (e.g., 
falcons,  hawks,  owls)  are  rare  at  these  sites 
during  winter.  Thus,  Rock  Sandpipers  appear 
instead  to  maximize  energy  stores  to  buffer 
against  the  sporadic  availability  of  their  food 
resources. 

Field  obseryations 

Rock  Sandpipers  in  upper  Cook  Inlet  during 
winter  also  exhibit  interesting  physiological 
and  behavioral  adaptations  to  their  cold  sur- 
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roundings.  On  18  and  19  December  2007, 
Todd  Eskelin  (biologist  with  Kenai  National 
Wildlife  Refuge)  and  1 observed  a flock  of  ap- 
proximately 7500  Rock  Sandpipers  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Kasilof  River,  near  Kenai,  Alaska. 
This  observation  period  coincided  with  a four- 
day  cold  snap  during  which  daily  high  temper- 
atures were  near  0°  F and  low  temperatures  ap- 
proached -15°  E During  high  tides,  the  birds 
formed  a large  roost  along  the  exposed  coast- 
line, settling  approximately  one  meter  above 
the  tide’s  splash  zone.  We  observed  the  birds 
huddled  very  closely  together,  their  shape 
nearly  approximating  a ball.  A sphere  mini- 
mizes an  object’s  surface  area  to  volume  ratio 
(Blem  1990),  thus  minimizing  thermal  con- 
ductance. The  birds  stood  motionless  on  one 
leg  and  crouched  low  to  minimize  exposure  of 
their  extended  leg.  Many  birds  bathed  in  the 
tumbling  waves,  but  those  strictly  roosting 
were  covered  in  a thin  sheen  of  ice  formed  by 
both  the  splashing  waves  and  the  ice  fog  rising 
from  the  cold  water.  Small  chunks  of  ice  clung 
to  their  feathers,  especially  along  their  breasts 
where  their  feathers  contacted  the  frozen  cob- 
ble shoreline.  Additionally,  approximately  5% 
of  the  birds  displayed  some  degree  of  icing 
along  their  tarsometatarsus,  varying  from  a 
thin,  barely  discernable  sheen  to  a thick,  obvi- 
ous stump  enclosing  one  or  both  legs  (Figure 
2).  As  the  tide  dropped,  birds  began  to  access 
the  exposing  mudflats  and  feed  rapidly,  follow- 
ing the  falling  tide  out  along  the  mudflats.  Nei- 
ther the  plumage  nor  the  tarsal  icing  seemed  to 
hinder  the  sandpipers  in  any  obvious  way,  as 
iced  birds  were  as  active  as  the  others.  An  in- 
crease in  activity  did  not  appear  to  dislodge  ice 
from  their  bodies,  and  we  were  unable  to  doc- 
ument how  long  individual  birds  remained 
iced.  This  phenomenon  maybe  short-term,  oc- 
curring only  between  tidal  cycles,  or  it  could 
span  days  during  extremely  cold  periods.  Nev- 
ertheless, we  noted  no  dead,  sluggish,  or  oth- 
erwise obviously  negatively  affected  Rock 
Sandpipers  during  our  observations,  and  we 
are  unaware  of  similar  observations  concern- 
ing shorebirds.  Most  reports  of  icing  on  other 
bird  species,  however,  usually  describe  the  ef- 
fects of  icing  on  individual  markers  attached 
by  researchers  (e.g.,  tarsal  bands,  neck  collars, 
nasal  saddles)  and  typically  note  obvious  ad- 
verse effects,  often  including  death  (e.g.,  Zicus 
et  al.  1983,  Byers  1987). 

Conclusions 

Rock  Sandpipers  in  upper  Cook  Inlet  appear 
able  to  withstand  periods  of  extreme  cold  and 
icing  without  suffering  obvious  immediate  ill 
effects.  Winter  surveys  demonstrate,  however, 
that  if  prolonged  periods  of  unusually  cold 
weather  persist  for  days  that  Rock  Sandpipers 


Figure  2.  A Rock  Sandpiper  with  its  tarsometatarsus  encased  in  ice,  Kasilof  River,  Alaska,  18  December  2007.  The  bird  on  the  left  has 
small  ice  fragments  frozen  to  the  lower  right  side  of  its  breast.  Photograph  by  D.  Ruthrauff. 


Figure  3.  Rock  Sandpipers  foraging  in  standing  water  and  in  ice-scours  left  by  retreating  icebergs,  Susitna  Flats,  Alaska,  26  February 

2004.  Photograph  by  R.E.  Gill. 


will  migrate  out  of  the  region,  likely  to  more 
benign  locations  farther  south  along  the  Cook 
Inlet  coast.  Extreme  fat  loads  probably  enable 
Rock  Sandpipers  not  only  to  endure  short  pe- 
riods of  reduced  foraging  opportunity  but 
also  enable  birds  to  leave  sites  during  periods 
of  extended  severe  weather.  Rock  Sandpipers 
exhibit  other  unique  adaptations  to  their  icy 


environment,  including  an  inclination  to  for- 
age behind  scours  left  in  the  mud  as  icebergs 
retreat  with  the  falling  tide  (Figure  3)  and  an 
affinity  for  roosting  on  at-sea  ice  floes  during 
high  tide  (Figure  4).  Based  on  studies  of  oth- 
er birds  during  the  non-breeding  season,  one 
could  postulate  that  Rock  Sandpipers  greatly 
increase  their  basal  metabolic  rate  during  the 
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Figure  4.  Rock  Sandpipers  roosting  on  pancake  ice  off  the  mouth  of  the  Kasilof  River,  Alaska,  18  December  2007. 
Photograph  byD.  Ruthrauff. 


winter  in  order  to  increase  their  thermogenic 
capacity  (Marsh  and  Dawson  1986,  Piersma 
2002),  and  this  increase  in  basal  metabolic 
rate  is  likely  fueled  by  increased  foraging  rates 
(Dawson  et  al.  1983,  Vezina  et  al.  2006).  Tak- 
en together,  these  novel  physiological  and  be- 
havioral adaptations  probably  allow  Rock 
Sandpipers  to  exploit  effectively  the  abundant 
food  supplies  found  in  the  cold,  frozen  mud- 
flats of  upper  Cook  Inlet,  a seemingly  inhos- 
pitable winter  environment  for  shorebirds. 
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Photo  Salon 


sin  Warllers 


With  each  migration  season  that  passes,  Great  Basin  birders  are  rewriting  the  books  on  avian  distribution  in  Utah  and  Nevada.  Well-watered  oases  with  trees  provide  shelter 
for  regular  migrants  as  well  as  vagrants,  such  as  the  eastern  species  depicted  here.  (We  could  not  resist  inclusion  of  a western  stray  here,  Nevada's  second  Red-faced  Warbler.) 


This  first-fall  Cape  May  Warbler  was  another  of  several  Utah  first  state  records  documented  in  autumn 
2007.  The  warbler  was  discovered  1 6 September  at  a St.  George  Golf  Course,  Washington  County. 
Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 


Prior  to  autumn  2007,  there  was  only  one  accepted  Golden-winged  Warbler 
record  in  Nevada.  A male  was  photographed  on  15  September,  and  remarkably 
this  female  was  found  the  next  morning,  16  September,  at  Corn  Creek,  Desert 
National  Wildlife  Range,  Clark  County.  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 


This  Blackburnian  Warbler,  photographed  22  September  2007  at  Lida  Pond,  Esmeralda 
County,  Nevada,  was  one  of  many  outstanding  eastern  warbler  sightings  in  the  Great  Basin. 
Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 


Utah's  first  confirmed  Pine  Warbler  was  discovered  26  November  2007  along  the  Beaver  Dam 
Wash  near  Lytle  Ranch,  Washington  County.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 
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One  of  two  Blackpoll  Warblers  found  in  Utah  in  fall  2007,  this  first-fall  bird  was  photographed 
10  September  at  the  Red  Hills  Golf  Course,  Washington  County.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 


One  of  the  many  highlights  in  2007  in  the  Great  Basin,  this  Red-faced  Warbler 
remained  in  Fletcher  Canyon,  Spring  Mountains,  Clark  County,  Nevada  from  2 
until  at  least  17  (here  16)  August.  This  is  Nevada's  second  confirmed  sighting; 
the  first  was  of  two  or  three  birds  in  the  same  general  area  in  September  1 974. 
Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 


A wayward  Worm-eating  Warbler,  found  5 October  2007  at  Pahranagat  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Lincoln  County,  Nevada,  furnishes  one  of  a dozen  or  so  records  for  the  Great  Basin 
region.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 


Canada  Warblers  are  extremely  rare  in  the  Great  Basin.  This  first-fall  bird,  visiting  Mount 
Charleston,  Clark  County,  Nevada  17-20  (here  20)  September  2007,  represents  Nevada's  fifth 
record.  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 
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1 ” First  spotted  at  Shotgun  Lake  20  September  2007  (here),  this  Garganey  then  moved  to  a small 
body  of  water  adjacent  to  Clam  Lagoon,  Adak  Island,  Alaska  and  was  present  through  the  next  day. 
Photograph  by  John  Pmchock. 

2 • This  Juvenile  Little  Stint  was  present  at  Clam  Lagoon,  Adak  island,  Alaska  1 2 September  2007  with  two 
Western  Sandpipers  and  about  SO  Sanderlings.  Photograph  by  John  Pmchock. 

3 • This  Eyebrowed  Thrush  at  Gambell  24  September  through  3 (here  1)  Octotber  2007  represented  only  a 
second  fall  record  for  Saint  Lawrence  Island,  Alaska.  Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 

4 • This  Northern  Ja^ana  was  discovered  on  a golf  course  in  Casa  Grande  1 November  (here  6 December) 
2007  and  later,  representing  a fourth  Arizona  record.  Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 

5 • Chestnut-collared  Longspur  had  been  recorded  in  the  Baja  California  Peninsula  region  on  at  least  fif- 
teen prior  occasions  but  has  never  been  photographically  documented.  This  was  one  of  two  birds  in  the 
Vizcaino  Desert  at  Rancho  El  Aguila,  Baja  California  on  29  October  2007.  Photograph  byMattSadowski. 

6 • This  stunning  photograph  taken  on  9 September  2007  of  an  Arctic  Warbler  with  a damseffly  at  Galileo 
Hill  Park,  Kern  County,  documents  one  of  two  birds  present  there  between  6 and  10  September.  Photo- 
graph by  Gary  Woods. 

1 ’ Only  a few  Red-throated  Pipits  were  found  in  southern  California  in  fall  2007,  but  this  one  on  the 
Oxnard  Plain,  Ventura  County  7 October  well  illustrates  the  typical  immature  encountered.  Photograph 
by  Larry  Sansone. 
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1 • Tody  Motmot;  more  than  15,000  mist-netting  hours  was  required  before  this  rare  El  Salvador  resident 
was  finally  captured  at  El  Imposible  National  Park  on  8 September  2007.  Ironically,  a second  Tody  Motmot 
was  captured  just  one  month  later  (on  6 October),  and  the  first  bird  was  recaptured,  so  it  seems  a family 
may  have  moved  into  the  monitoring  parcel.  One  of  the  rarest  birds  in  the  country,  it  is  thought  to  be  on 

the  verge  of  local  extinction  in  the  country.  Photograph  by  Lety  Andino. 

2 • This  brown-capped  female  Rose-throated  Becard,  left,  shown  with  a more  typical  female-plumaged 
bird,  was  one  of  several  brown-capped  birds  at  Bosque  Santa  Rita  in  southern  Ahuachapan  Department,  El 
Salvador  17  November  2007.  This  rare  morph,  previously  unknown,  bears  a strong  superficial  resemblance 
to  Cinnamon  Becard,  but  the  tail  morphology  (visible  in  this  photograph)  is  typical  of  Rose-throated. 

Photograph  by  Jorge  Jimenez. 

3 • Potentially  establishing  a first  state  record,  this  Brown-crested  Flycatcher  was  well  photographed  at 
Crow  Valley  Campground,  Weld  County,  Colorado  on  9 October  2007.  While  adding  to  the  legend  of  this 
renowned  migrant  trap,  the  bird  could  not  be  relocated  by  searchers.  Photograph  by  David  Leatherman. 

4 • This  Great  Knot  in  Putnam  County,  West  Virginia  1 3 August  2007  must  be  the  least-anticipated  state 
record;  the  Lower  48  states  have  only  one  prior  photographic  record,  from  the  Pacific  Northwest.  So 
starved  of  shorebird  habitat  is  West  Virginia  that  this  record  comes  just  three  months  after  the  state 
recorded  its  first  Red  Knot.  Photograph  by  Shawn  Gillispie. 

5 • Furnishing  a first  county  record  and  the  first  in  Utah  since  1 993,  this  juvenile  Long-tailed  Jaeger 
lingered  in  southwestern  Utah  from  18  October  (here  26)  through  1 1 November  2007  at  Quail  Creek  State 
Park,  Washington  County.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 

6 • Furnishing  a first  state  record  and  just  the  third  for  the  East  north  of  Florida,  this  Lesser  Nighthawk  was 
a visitor  to  Cape  May,  New  Jersey  25  November  2007.  Photograph  by  Karl  Lukens. 
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1 • One  of  very  few  records  fort  the  East  north  of  Florida,  this  Cassin's  Kingbird  at  Montauk,  Long  Island,  New  York  1 3 October  2007  was  the  state's  first.  Photograph  by  ShaiMitra. 


■ 


2 • Myer's  Point,  Tompkins  County,  New  York  is  a slender  finger  of  land  jutting  into  Lake  Cayuga  on  its  eastern  shore;  over  the  past  few  decades,  despite  its  size,  it  has  proven  to  be  a remark- 
able trap  for  vagrants,  such  as  this  Lark  Bunting,  photographed  9 September  2007,  one  of  very  few  upstate  records.  Photograph  by  Kenneth  Rosenberg. 

3 • On  1 3 August  2007,  Idaho  birder  Terry  Gray  inventoried  Black  Swift  nests  and  nestlings  at  a small  colony  in  northern  Idaho,  one  of  only  two  known  nest  sites  in  Idaho.  Although  the  birds' 
mossy  cup  nests  are  usually  placed  high  on  ledges  behind  waterfalls,  Terry  was  able  to  see  one  of  the  nestlings  on  a lower  ledge.  His  image  captures  a rare  plumage,  one  in  which  the  nearly 
fledged  juvenile  has  almost  its  entire  all-dark  body  plumage  tipped  with  contrasting  whitish  feathers.  Photograph  by  Terry  Gray. 

4 • Connecting  with  birders  in  remote  locations  has  greatly  improved  our  knowledge  of  the  birds  in  the  Far  North.  This  Purple  Sandpiper  photographed  3 September  2007  was  the  first  ever 
seen  by  local  birders  at  Arviat,  Nunavut.  Photograph  by  Nadine  Lamoureux. 

5 • Providing  a new  addition  to  the  New  Mexico  list  of  confirmed  species,  this  female  Common  Redpoll  visited  a feeder  at  El  Prado,  Taos  County  26  (here  28)  November  through  4 December 
2007.  Photograph  by  Jerry  R.  Oldenettel. 

6 • This  Nazca  Booby  can  be  distinguished  from  the  similar  Masked  Booby  by  its  orange  bill  color;  this  image  was  taken  at  French  Frigate  Shoals  on  24  September  2007.  Photograph  by 
Ed  Conrad/United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 


7  • This  Little  (Macaronesian)  Shearwater,  extensively  photographed  near  Veatch  Canyon,  104  kilometers  south-southeast  of  Nantucket  Island,  Massachusetts  on  a trip  onto  the  Continental 
Slope  on  25  August  2007,  is  the  first  for  New  England  and  the  first  fully  documented  for  northeastern  North  America  since  one  was  salvaged  from  a beach  on  Sable  Island,  Nova  Scotia  on  1 
September  1896.  Photograph  by  Scott  Surner. 
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1 • This  fearless  immature  Northern  Wheatear  gave  excellent  views  to  many  birders  at  the  Shrewsbury  boat 
dock  in  Chatham-Kent  County,  Ontario  14-15  (here  15)  October  2007.  Photograph  by  Barry  Cherriere. 

2 ‘ Connecticut's  first  Common  Ground-Dove  was  discovered  visiting  seed  put  out  for  sparrows  in  an  East 
Haven  industrial  area  22  October  2007.  It  stayed  until  at  least  22  November  (here  24  October),  to  the  de- 
light of  regional  birders.  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey  are  neighboring  states  with  previous 
records,  but  extralimital  records  in  the  East  declined  sharply  after  the  1970s.  Photograph  by  MarkSzantyr. 

3 • This  cooperative  Bell's  Vireo  resided  at  5achuest  Point  National  Wildlife  Refuge  24-30  (here  25) 
November  2007,  for  a first  Rhode  Island  record.  Photograph  by  Paul  L'Etoile. 

4 • This  adult  Bridled  Tern  was  associating  with  nesting  Least  Terns  at  the  5anta  Margarita  River  mouth 
near  Oceanside,  5an  Diego  County  14  (here)  through  23  August  2007.  This  is  the  first  photographic 
documentation  for  a Bridled  Tern  in  California,  with  one  previously  accepted  sight  record. 

Photograph  by  Matt  Sadowski. 

5 • Rare  in  California,  this  juvenile  Hudsonian  Godwit  was  photographed  at  a pond  near  5alinas 
1 3 5eptember  2007.  Photograph  by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 

6 • Potentially  the  first  North  American  record  south  of  Alaska,  this  apparent  Common  Rosefinch  was 
banded  on  Southeast  Farallon  Island  23  5eptember  2007.  Photograph  by  Kristie  Nelson. 
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PICTORIAL  HIGHLIGHTS 


1 & 2 • Two  Washington  birders  at  Port  Susan 
Bay,  Snohomish  County,  Washington  heard  a 
loud  hard  Swamp  Sparrow-like  chip.  Pishing 
caused  this  bird  to  pop  into  the  open  while  con- 
tinuing to  call.  From  the  rear,  it  looked  much 
like  a Swamp  Sparrow,  but  from  the  front, 
rather  like  a Song  Sparrow,  albeit  not  one  of  the 
subspecies  normally  occurring  in  Washington. 

The  intermediate  appearance  and  Swamp  Spar- 
row-like  (but  not  perfect)  call  strongly  suggests 
that  this  bird  is  a Swamp  Sparrow  x Song  Spar- 
row hybrid,  a cross  not  previously  reported. 

Photograph  by  Steven  6.  MIodinow. 

3 • Another  outstanding  western  hummingbird  found  in  Trans-Pecos,  Texas  this  season  was  an  immature 
male  Costa's  Hummingbird  in  Alpine,  Brewster  County  from  28  (here  31)  August  through  4 October  2007. 
Photograph  by  Mark  Lockwood. 

4 & 5 • The  bird  of  the  season  in  Texas  was  this  first  state  record  Fan-tailed  Warbler.  This  fabulous  bird 
which  was  generally  cooperative,  though  it  could  be  elusive  as  is  characteristic  of  the  species.  Its  appear- 
ance changed  fairly  dramatically  in  a short  period  of  time  as  it  completed  post-juvenal  molt  during  its  stay 
as  is  evident  in  these  images  from  24  August  and  8 September  (right).  Photographs  by  Mark  Lockwood 
and  Tony  Frank. 

6 • The  latest  show-stopper  in  the  northward  march  of  tropical  hummingbirds  was  this  immature  Green- 
breasted Mango  that  spent  over  two  months  (and  photographed  here,  20  September)  at  a feeder  just  out- 
side of  Beloit,  Rock  County,  Wisconsin,  from  early  September  through  early  November  2007;  it  was  taken 
into  rehabilitative  care  at  Chicago's  Brookfield  Zoo.  Photograph  by  Scott  Franke. 

7 • The  first  Warbling  Vireo  for  the  Bahamas  was  in  a fruiting  Mamee  Tree  at  St.  Augustine  Monastery, 
Nassau  8 October  2007.  Photograph  by  Tony  Hepburn. 

8 • A Cerulean  Warbler  at  St.  Augustine  Monastery,  Nassau  26  August  2007  furnished  just  the  second  record 
for  the  Bahamas — and  the  first  in  over  100  years.  Photograph  by  Tony  Hepburn. 


192 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


American  Birding' 


A B A- Endorsed 

~ .A-  . Enjo¥  Very 

6“u  R 


Oct  28-Nov  6 & Dec.  9-18,  2008  and  Jan  26-Feb  5 & Mar  16-26,  2009  - Costa  Rica 

Choose  your  best  dates  and  enjoy  ten  days  in  one  of  the  birdiest  places  in  Central  America.  The  highlands  could  yield  Resplen- 
dent Quetzal  while  the  hummingbird  feeders  at  Savagre  Lodge  are  sure  to  delight.  Selva  Verde  Lodge,  the  Sarapiqui  area,  La 
Paz  Waterfall  Gardens,  and  the  Arena!  Hanging  Bridges  complete  this  bird-drenched  trip  to  a country  that  boasts  850  species. 

Contact  Rick  Houlk,  www.ocoeeadventuretravel.com,  rick@bluemooncruises.org,  (888)  723-8622. 


Toy 

Special  Birding 


Please  contact  tour 


*1  company  directly 
for  information  and 


reservations,  and 
identify  yourself  as 
an  ABA  member. 
Tour  companies  pay 
ABA  a commission  for 
each  ABA  participant 


Por  more  tours  go  to  www.aba.org/tours 


Jan  6-17,  2009  - Trinidad  & Tobago  — Enjoy  12  days  in  T&T 
with  its  unique  blend  of  Amazonian  and  West  Indian  birdiife 
totaling  457  species.  Tinamous,  potoos,  oilbirds,  antbirds,  bell- 
birds,  and  hummingbirds  will  enchant  in  this  country  acclaimed 
to  be  the  best  place  in  the  New  World  to  first  experience  the 
splendor  of  tropica!  birds.  Contact  Bill  Murphy, 
www.trinidadbirding.com,  billmurphy8@sbcglobai.net, 

(317)  407-4067. 


Jan  8-23  & Sep  24-Oct  9,  2009  - South  Africa:  Fairest  Cape  to 
Kruger  — - Expect  to  see  over  400  species  on  this  tour,  including 
bee-eaters,  hornbiils,  barbets,  and  sunbirds  in  this  beautiful  coun- 
try that  is  also  rich  in  wildlife.  Diversity  increases  vdth  a pelagic 
trip  and  visits  to  tropical  savanna,  golden-green  grasslands,  the 
semi-desert  Karoo,  and  the  heath-like  fynbos.  Contact  Tropical 
Birding,  www.tropicalbirding.com,  info@tropicalbirding.com, 

(800)  348-5941. 


Mar  23-Apr  3, 2009  - Cuba  Bird  Survey  with  the  Caribbean 
Canservatlon  Trust,  Inc.  — • Visit  Cuba’s  many  habitats  to  view 
Cuban  endemics  and  resident  species,  while  northern  migration  is 
in  full  swing.  Space  is  limited  to  14  participants  on  this  U.S.  Gov- 
ernment licensed  program  with  a 14  year  history.  Contact  Gary 
Markowski,  Executive  Director  of  the  Caribbean  Conservation 
Trust,  Inc.,  at  cubirds@aol.com  or  (860)  350-6752. 


Mar  26-Apr  6,  2009  - Copper  Canyon,  Mexico  — From  lofty 
pine  forests,  through  a maze  of  foothills  canyons,  to  the  Sea  of 
Cortez,  last  year’s  trip  netted  231  species.  Elegant  Quail,  Happy 
Wren,  Squirrel  Cuckoo,  Lineated  Woodpecker  and  Tufted  Fly- 
catcher are  possible.  Contact  Bill  West  at  WingsWest  Birding  Tours, 
wvvw.home.earthlink.net/~wingswestnm,  wingswestnm@earthlink 
.net,  (800)  583-6928. 


Apr  19-26,  2009  - Texas:  Migration  Week  on  the  Upper  Coast 
(convention  pre-trip)  — Beginning  in  the  pinewoods  with  Red- 
cockaded  Woodpecker  and  Brown-headed  Nuthatch,  we  head  to 
the  Los  Patos  Lodge,  our  home  base.  Day  trips  include  Bolivar 
Flats  for  shorebirds,  Anahuac  NWR  for  Yellow  Rail,  and  the  famed 
migrant-trapping  mottes  at  High  island  and  Sabine  Woods. 
Contact  Kathy  Mclvor  at  WINGS,  http://wingsbirds.com, 
wings@wingsbirds.com,  (888)  293-6443. 


Apr  21-27,  2009  - Gomez  Farfas  & El  Cielo  Biosphere  Reserve, 
Mexico  (convention  pre-trip)  — The  world’s  northernmost  tropi- 
cal cloud  forest  and  adjacent  Tamaulipan  thornscrub  lowlands 
provides  amazing  avian  diversity  including  several  Mexican 
endemics  and  others  that  reach  the  northernmost  portions  of 
their  range  in  NE  Mexico.  Contact  Kathy  Mclvor  at  WINGS, 
http://wingsbirds.com,  wings@wingsbirds.com,  (888)  293-6443. 


Apr  22-27,  2009  - Texas  Hill  Country  (convention  pre-trip)  — 
The  Edwards  Plateau  is  known  to  birders  primarily  for  Golden- 
cheeked Warbler  and  Black-capped  Vireo,  but  spring  in  central 
Texas  offers  more  as  well.  Woodland-lined  streams  yield  eastern 
birds,  while  the  drier  southwestern  edge  yields  Chihuahuan  and 
Tamaulipan  species.  Contact  Karen  Turner  at  Field  Guides,  www. 
tielclguides.com,  fieldguides@fieldguides.com,  (800)  728-4953, 


and  Brown  Jay  will  be  the  perfect  compliment  to  our  Coastal  Bend 
start.  Contact  Steve  Shunk  at  Paradise  Birding, 
www.paradisebirding.com,  steve@paradisebirding.com, 
(541)408-1753. 

May  4-10,  2009  - Upper  Texas  Coast  (convention  post-trip)  — 
Take  in  the  coastal  beaches  and  marshes  for  huge  numbers  of 
waders,  terns,  and  shorebirds,  to  the  famed  migrant  traps  of  High 
island,  then  inland  to  the  Pineywoods.  The  Upper  Texas  Coast 
offers  huge  single  day  species  counts.  Birding  America, 
www.birding-america.com,  info@birding-america.com, 

(800)  744-6150. 

May  8-17,  2009  - Beidaihe,  China:  Far  Eastern  Migration  — 
Incredible  migration  birding  (fallout?)  at  Beidaihe  and  Happy 
Island,  with  Siberian  Blue  Robin  and  Mugimaki  Flycatcher,  is  cou- 
pled with  a visit  to  the  Great  Wall,  for  the  endemic  Pere  David’s 
Laughing  Thrush.  Targets  also  include  Japanese  Grosbeak  and 
Large  Hawk-Cuckoo.  Tropical  Birding,  www.tropicalbircling.com, 
info@tropicalbirding.com,  (800)  348-5941. 

May  10-18,  2009  - Birding  in  the  Scottish  Highlands  with 

Peter  Roberts  — The  rugged  Highlands,  comprised  of  moun- 
tains, glens,  and  coastlines,  epitomize  Scottish  scenery  while  pro- 
viding habitat  for  many  seabirds,  shorebirds,  gamebirds,  and 
perching  birds.  Targets  include  Eurasian  Capercaillie,  Black 
Grouse,  Red  Kite,  White-tailed  Eagle,  Eurasian  Dotterel,  Ring 
Ouzel,  and  Scottish  Crossbill.  Siemer  & Hand  Travel, 
www.siemerhand.com,  (800)  451-4321. 

May  22-25,  2009  - Pribilofs  ■ St.  Paul  Island  •—  St.  Paul  Island 
is  home  to  millions  of  seabirds  nesting  in  easily  observed  colonies 
along  the  steep  shores  of  the  island.  Thousands  of  migrating  gulls, 
shorebirds,  seabirds,  ducks,  and  passerines  are  drawn  to  this 
remote  island  in  the  Bering  Sea.  Wilderness  Birding  Adventures, 
www.wildernessbirding.com.  info@vvildernessbirding.com, 

(907)  694-7442. 

May  27-Jun  5,  2009  - Gambell  and/or  Nome  Tour  — Visit  one 
or  both  of  these  famed  migration  hotspots.  Great  opportunities 
exist  for  Asian  migrants  and  unusual  breeders  in  these  very  spe- 
cial places.  Gambell,  on  Saint  Lawrence  Island,  from  27  May- 
1 June  and  Nome,  on  the  mainland,  from  1-5  jurve  are  truly  arctic 
wonderlands.  Wilderness  Birding  Adventures,  www. wilderness 
birding.com.  info@wildernessbirding,com,  (907)  694-7442. 

May  31-Jun  7,  2009  - Macaws,  Parrots  & Quetzals  of  the 

Mountains  of  Chihuahua,  Mexico  — Opportunities  for  the 
endangered  Thick-billed  Parrot,  Eared  Quetzal  and  Military  Macaw 
highlight  this  Sierra  Madran  trip  with  200  species  possible.  We  will 
also  view  two  of  the  most  spectacular  sights  in  North  America: 
Basaseachic  Falls  and  the  Copper  Canyon.  Contact  Bill  West  at 
WingsWest  Birding  Tours,  www.home, carthlink.net/~wingswestnm, 
wingsvvestnm@earthlink.net,  (800)  583-6928. 

Jun  1-15,  2009  - Uganda:  Birding  and  Primates  — - Uganda, 
with  1000  avian  species,  has  been  called  “the  Pearl  of  Africa.” 

From  Lake  Victoria  to  the  Aibertine  Rift  Valley,  this  trip  seeks  out 
Shoebill,  as  well  as  hornbiils,  turacos,  rollers,  bee-eaters,  and 
weavers.  An  optional  trip  for  Mountain  Gorilla  is  planned.  Contact 
Herbert  Byaruhanga  at  Bird  Uganda  Safaris, 
www.birduganda.com,  director@birduganda.com, 

+256  312289048, 


May  4-9,  2009  - Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  & South  Coast  (con- 
vention post-trip)  — After  exploring  stops  in  Corpus,  it  is  off  to 
the  Valley  with  a stop  at  Baffin  Bay.  RGV  specialties  like  Plain 
Chachalaca,  Ringed  Kingfisher,  Aftamira  Oriole,  Hook-billed  Kite, 
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